
Regular Meeting - Virtual Meeting
Tuesday, October 20, 2020 7:00 PM
Town Hall, Council Chambers Zoom Instructions Dialing in by Phone Only: 
Please call: 1-646-558-8656 or 1-312-626-6799 1. When prompted for 
participant or meeting ID enter: 812 3150 6465 then press # 2. You will then 
enter the meeting muted. Joining in by Computer: Please go to the following 
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81231506465 When prompted for participant or 
meeting ID enter: 812 3150 6465 then press #, 601 Matianuck Avenue, Windsor, 
CT 06095

1. Call to Order, Pledge to the Flag and Moment of Silence
2. Recognitions/Acknowledgements
a. Introduction of BOE Student Representative - Kamryn Monroe
3. Student Representative Report
4. Board of Education
a. President's Report
b. School Liaison Reports
1. Windsor High School
2. Sage Park Middle School
3. Clover Street School
4. John F. Kennedy School
5. Oliver Ellsworth School
6. Poquonock School
c. Consideration in recognizing the 2nd Monday of each October as 
Indigenous Peoples Day

5. Superintendent's Report
a. Reopening Update
b. School Calendar Considerations
6. Consent Agenda
a. Financial Report
b. Enrollment Report
c. Food Service Report
d. Human Resources Report
7. Approval of Minutes
a. September 15, 2020 Regular Meeting
b. October 7, 2020 Special Meeting
8. Other Matters/Announcements/Regular BOE Meetings
a. Next BOE Regular Meeting is Tuesday, November 17, 2020, 7:00 PM, Town 
Hall, Council Chambers

9. Adjournment
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Windsor Board of Education 

Regular Meeting - Virtual Meeting 

Unapproved Minutes 
Tuesday, September 15, 2020 7:00 PM 

Town Hall Council Chambers - Closed to the Public  
 

The following are the unapproved minutes of the September 15, 2020 Regular Meeting - Virtual Meeting. Any 

additions or corrections will be made at a future meeting. 
 

Attendance Taken at 7:01 PM:  
 

Present Board Members:    

Mr. Leonard Lockhart  

Ms. Maryam Khan  

Mr. David Furie  

Mr. James Ristas  

Mr. Brian Bosch  

Mr. Ronald Eleveld  

Mr. Paul Panos  

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts  

Ms. Ayana Taylor  

  

Updated Attendance:    

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts was updated to present at: 7:16 PM   

 

1. Call to Order, Pledge to the Flag and Moment of Silence   
  

Discussion:  

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Lockhart at 7:01 PM with the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment of Silence.  

Also in attendance were Superintendent of Schools Dr. Craig Cooke, Assistant Superintendent for Instructional 

Services Dr. Santosha Oliver, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources Dr. Terrell Hill, Director of Business 

Services Danielle Batchelder and Interim Director of Pupil and Special Education Services Barbara Trinks.  

 

2. Recognitions/Acknowledgements   

2.a. Introduction of Windsor Educator of the Year Rochelle Brown   
  

Discussion:  

Dr. Terrell Hill introduced Windsor Educator of the Year for the 2020-2021 school year, Rochelle Brown.  Ms. Brown 

presented the video that she created for Convocation, which was held remotely.  She spoke afterward about the 

importance of inclusion and equality among the students.  Mr. Lockhart, Mr. Panos, Mr. Ristas, and Ms. Taylor offered 

their congratulations and thanks.  

 

3. Board of Education   

3.a. President's Report   
  

Discussion:  

Mr. Lockhart thanked Dr. Cooke and the reopening committee for the work they did over the summer.  He reminded 

the community that currently no one but students are allowed in the buildings, including parents.  He thanked 

DATTCO for providing safe transportation as well as the parents who choose to drive their students to school.  Positive 

stories have been shared with him by community members regarding the principals and their staff.  CABE has 

postponed their next gathering, until spring, but he would like the board to engage in training in the meantime.  He 

urged families to follow the chain of command if issues arise.  Begin with teachers, proceed to school administration, 

and if needed, reach beyond them.  He emphasized that the superintendent’s office should be last course of action.  
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3.b. Set Graduation Date for Class of 2021  
  

Discussion:  

Dr. Cooke commented that the selected date would be used regardless if the Bushnell were used or alternate activities 

were needed.  

 

Motion Passed:  Move the Board of Education approve Monday, June 14, 2021 as the graduation date for the Class of 

2021 passed with a motion by Mr. David Furie and a second by Mr. Paul Panos.   

 

9 Yeas - 0 Nays.   
 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes 

Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 

Mr. James Ristas          Yes 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes 

Mr. Paul Panos           Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes 

 

3.c. Discussion of Equity Materials by RE Center for Teacher Professional Development   
  

Discussion:  

Mr. Panos offered to the board, the documentation that was provided to staff as a professional development program in 

the spring and prior to the start of the school year.  He stated that he felt that this type of professional development is 

harmful to the educational process and can lead to differences when minorities are held to lower standards.  He had 

concerns that this type of training endorses discrimination. 

 

Dr. Cooke explained that this was a state and nationally recognized program and that additional material on the topic 

may be beneficial to the district. 

 

Several board members made the recommendation that the board participate in the actual professional development that 

this packet was based on. 

 

Discussion ensued.  

 

4. Superintendent's Report   
  

Discussion:  

Dr. Cooke introduced his two superintendent interns. Dr. Darcy Fiano is enrolled in the UCONN's Executive 

Leadership Program. She currently is the Supervisor of Literacy and Humanities for the CT Technical Education and 

Career System. Prior to her current position, she served as the PK-12 Reading Coordinator for our district.  Antonio 

DeMelo is currently enrolled in the CCSU 093 Program. He is currently the principal of East Granby High School.  

 

4.a. Reopening Update   
  

Discussion:  

Dr. Cooke stated that there was a very successful start to the school year. Weather has been good, although Sage Park 

did require an early release due to high humidity.  He and Dr. Hill have been monitoring the local health situation and 

there will be an assessment prior to a potential full time return to school for October 5.  The online Convocation 

program from opening day is available for viewing online.  He thanked Mayor Trinks and Town Manager Peter Souza 

for their participation.   

 

At this time, all students have devices and more devices are available as needed.  Bus ridership is down as many 

parents have chosen to drive their students to school.  This has resulted in different traffic patterns.  He thanked 

Windsor Police Department for assisting with the new traffic pattern at Sage Park.  Fall sports are practicing in cohorts 

of 10, and although football has been cancelled, it may be postponed to the winter or spring.  Videos of student sports 

performance will be made for scholarship opportunities.  Free breakfast and lunches will continue to be provided to 

WPS students through December.  Students are still registering for school and there has not been a significant change in 
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the student enrollments.  Currently there are 964 students in the district who are fully distance learning, but those 

numbers are shifting almost daily.  WIN-TV, with the help of several high school students, filmed several how-to 

videos which are available on the district website. 

 

Dr. Cooke answered several questions from the board.  

 

4.b. Staffing Update for Opening of 2020-2021 School Year   
  

Discussion:  

Dr. Hill stated that the hiring kick-start has happened with many applicants being recommended from within, although 

no job fairs were held. Video interviews have been performed and the new teacher orientation was held virtually this 

year.    

 

4.c. Fiscal Year 2021 Update   
  

Discussion:  

Ms. Batchelder presented an overview of the 2 major grants from the state totaling over $1,000,000 and how the funds 

have and will be spent.  The biggest expenditures have already been completed.  PPE will be an ongoing expense but 

will be covered by the grants.  

 

4.d. Fiscal Year 2020 Year End Financial Report   
 

Motion Passed:  Move that the Board approves the return of $731,560 to the Town with the details of the projected 

budget/category surpluses and deficits as attached. (Final amount subject to completion of the audit passed with a 

motion by Mr. David Furie and a second by Mr. Paul Panos.   

 

9 Yeas - 0 Nays.   
 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes 

Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 

Mr. James Ristas          Yes 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes 

Mr. Paul Panos           Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes 

 

5. Consent Agenda   
 

Motion Passed:  Move the Board accept Consent Agenda items 5b. Human Resources Report, 5c. Approval of BOE 

Regular Meetings for 2021, and 5d. Appointment of Replacement Representative to Town of Windsor Insurance 

Commission passed with a motion by Mr. David Furie and a second by Mr. Paul Panos.   

 

9 Yeas - 0 Nays.   
 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes 

Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 

Mr. James Ristas          Yes 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes 

Mr. Paul Panos           Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes 

 

5.a. Enrollment Report   
  

Discussion:  
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Mr. Furie inquired about classrooms containing 30 or more students participating in distance learning and how they 

may be incorporated into the school when full-time status is achieved. 

 

Dr. Cooke explained that it is a huge challenge but with shifting in-person student numbers it is a work in progress. 

 

Motion Passed:  Move the Board accept Consent Agenda item 5a. Enrollment Report passed with a motion by Mr. 

David Furie and a second by Mr. Paul Panos.   

 

9 Yeas - 0 Nays.   

 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes 

Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 

Mr. James Ristas          Yes 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes 

Mr. Paul Panos           Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes 

 

5.b. Human Resources Report   

5.c. Approval of BOE Regular Meetings for 2021   

5.d. Appointment of Replacement Representative to Town of Windsor Insurance Commission   
 

6. Approval of Minutes   
 

Motion Passed:  Move to approve the minutes of the June 17, 2020 Regular Meeting, August 6, 2020 Policy 

Committee Meeting, and the August 19, 2020 Special Meeting passed with a motion by Ms. Ayana Taylor and a 

second by Mr. Ronald Eleveld.   

 

9 Yeas - 0 Nays.   
 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes 

Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 

Mr. James Ristas          Yes 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes 

Mr. Paul Panos           Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes 

 

6.a. June 17, 2020 Regular Meeting   

6.b. August 6, 2020 Policy Committee   

6.c. August 19, 2020 Special Meeting   
 

7. Other Matters/Announcements/Regular BOE Meetings   
  

Discussion:  

Ms. Ricketts informed the JFK community that if full in-person instruction resumes on Monday, October 5, that school 

pictures are scheduled for Tuesday, October 6 from 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM. 

 

Mr. Eleveld explained the process for absentee voting in the November election.  The Secretary of State will have a 

website to verify that your ballot has been received.  

 

Ms. Khan welcomed students, families, and staff back to school and suggested that if help is needed to reach out to the 

schools. 

 

Mr. Ristas said he had a good meeting with Principal Jorgensen.  He was impressed with the number of students 

actively participating in cross country, soccer, and field hockey. 
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Ms. Taylor announced the start of Hispanic Heritage Month, which continues until October 15.  She stated that there is 

still time to be counted in the census.  Windsor Youth Services Bureau is holding an American Red Cross babysitter 

training for ages 11 to 17. 

 

Mr. Bosch offered his thanks to Dr. Cooke, the Cabinet, students, and the staff for working hard during this time.  He 

reminded the community that the Northwest Park Country Fair is holding events virtually and some can be entered 

from home including a scarecrow building contest. 

 

Mr. Furie expressed his thanks to staff and students.  He suggested being supportive to one another.  Robotics may still 

go on but on a smaller scale. 

 

Mr. Panos stated that based on government reports, students are at a lower than average risk. 

 

Mr. Lockhart thanked everyone for their support.  He reminded parents that the board is here to support them.  He also 

reminded the community about both the absentee ballot procedure and being counted in the census.  

 

7.a. Next BOE Regular Meeting is Tuesday, October 20, 2020, 7:00 PM, Town Hall, Council Chambers   
 

8. Adjournment   
 

Motion Passed:  Move to adjourn the meeting at 10:01 PM passed with a motion by Mr. Ronald Eleveld and a second 

by Mr. Paul Panos.   

 

9 Yeas - 0 Nays.   
 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes 

Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 

Mr. James Ristas          Yes 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes 

Mr. Paul Panos           Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Ayana K. Taylor, Secretary 

Windsor Board of Education 
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Windsor Board of Education 

Special Meeting - Virtual Meeting 

Unapproved Minutes 
Wednesday, October 7, 2020 6:30 PM 

Town Hall, Council Chambers 
 

The following are the unapproved minutes of the October 7, 2020 Special Meeting - Virtual Meeting. Any additions or 

corrections will be made at a future meeting. 
 

Attendance Taken at 6:30 PM:  
 

Present Board Members:    

Mr. Leonard Lockhart  

Ms. Maryam Khan  

Mr. David Furie  

Mr. James Ristas  

Mr. Brian Bosch  

Mr. Ronald Eleveld  

Mr. Paul Panos  

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts  

Ms. Ayana Taylor  

 

1. Call to Order, Pledge to the Flag and Moment of Silence   
  

Discussion:  

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Lockhart at 6:30 PM with the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment of Silence.  

Also in attendance were Superintendent of Schools Dr. Craig Cooke, Assistant Superintendent for Instructional 

Services Dr. Santosha Oliver, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources Dr. Terrell Hill and Interim Director of 

Pupil and Special Education Services Barbara Trinks.  

 

2. Accept Resignation of Superintendent   
  

Discussion:  

Mr. Furie said his family will miss Dr. Cooke very much and he wishes him good luck on his next endeavor  

 

Mr. Panos wished Dr. Cooke all the best. 

 

Ms. Taylor wished him well and thanked him for all he's done. 

 

Mr. Eleveld thanked Dr. Cooke for his time here. 

 

Ms. Khan thanked him for all he's done for Windsor Public Schools. 

 

Ms. Ricketts thanked him for a wonderful job. 

 

Mr. Ristas reserved comments for when he is closer to leaving. 

 

Mr. Lockhart accepts the resignation with regret and gives his best to the Cooke family.  

 

Motion Passed:  Move the Board of Education accept the resignation of Dr. Craig Cooke effective December 4, 2020 

passed with a motion by Mr. David Furie and a second by Mr. Paul Panos.   

 

9 Yeas - 0 Nays.   
 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes 

Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 
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Mr. James Ristas          Yes 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes 

Mr. Paul Panos           Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes 

 

3. Appointment of Interim Superintendent (Action Anticipated)   
  

Discussion:  

Discussion included support for Dr. Terrell Hill, concern over a perceived conflict of interest in hiring and creating an 

equitable process. 

 

Mr. Ristas proposed an amendment to the original motion which was intended to clarify the role the candidate would 

have in the search process, to eliminate the possibility of an unfair advantage. 

 

Discussion ensued. 

 

Motion to Amend Passed:  To amend the motion from: "Move to appoint candidate Dr. Terrell Hill as Interim 

Superintendent of Schools beginning Monday October 26, 2020" to: "Move to appoint candidate Dr. Terrell Hill as 

Interim Superintendent of Schools beginning Monday October 26, 2020 provided the candidate may not be involved in 

the search process" passed with a motion by Mr. James Ristas and a second by Mr. Paul Panos.   

 

6 Yeas - 3 Nays.   
 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      No 

Ms. Maryam Khan           No 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 

Mr. James Ristas          Yes 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes 

Mr. Paul Panos           Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          No 

 

Motion Passed:  Move to appoint candidate Dr. Terrell Hill as Interim Superintendent of Schools beginning Monday 

October 26, 2020 provided the candidate may not be involved in the search process passed with a motion by Mr. David 

Furie and a second by Mr. Paul Panos.   

 

8 Yeas - 1 Nays.   
 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes 

Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 

Mr. James Ristas          Yes 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        No 

Mr. Paul Panos           Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes 

 

Mr. Lockhart stated during the vote that he was in support of the candidate but not the amendment. 

 

Mr. Ristas stated during the vote that he is happy with the process under the circumstances. 
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4. Discussion on Superintendent Search and Policy 2141   
  

Discussion:  

Mr. Lockhart made a statement expressing an interest in the waiver of Policy 2141.  To do so, a vote of a two-thirds 

majority of the board would be needed.  He stated that the requirement of completing an external search, when 

qualified internal candidates exist, would cost time and money to the community. 

 

Mr. Panos stated that the decisions for Superintendent would not be taken lightly and that to keep the process equitable 

and open to qualified external candidates, the waiver of the policy should not be an option.  The cost and time would 

benefit the community in order to find the most qualified applicant. 

 

Discussion ensued.  

 

5. Appoint Board as Search Committee   
  

Discussion:  

Mr. Eleveld requested that the process be started immediately and he impressed upon the board that their timely 

presence at all meetings is imperative to the Superintendent Search Committee’s success. 

 

Mr. Panos requested clarification of the purpose and process of the Superintendent Search Committee. 

 

Mr. Lockhart initiated the process by requesting that board members with ideas and concerns reach out prior to the next 

Executive Committee meeting. 

 

Dr. Cooke will have the Request for Qualifications document sent to all board members prior to the Executive 

Committee meeting.  He also offered to share with the board what the process involves.  

 

Motion Passed:  Move the entire Board of Education serve as the Superintendent Search Committee passed with a 

motion by Mr. David Furie and a second by Mr. Paul Panos.   

 

9 Yeas - 0 Nays.   
 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes 

Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 

Mr. James Ristas          Yes 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes 

Mr. Paul Panos           Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes 

 

6. Announcements   
  

Discussion:  

Ms. Ricketts wants students and families to stay safe.  She also reminded the community to vote. 

 

Mr. Eleveld hopes the community stays healthy.  He reminded the community that masks should be worn to protect 

others from transmission. 

 

Ms. Taylor stated that the Youth Services Bureau has a Kindness Rocks campaign.  If you see a decorated rock around 

town, feel free to take it home or leave it elsewhere in town. 

 

Mr. Lockhart said that he looks forward to the search process and feedback from various cohorts.  He wants the 

community to be safe and be vigilant.   

 

7. Adjournment   
  

Discussion:  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 PM.  
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Motion Passed:  Move to adjourn the meeting at 8:17 PM passed with a motion by Mr. Paul Panos and a second by 

Mr. Brian Bosch.   

 

9 Yeas - 0 Nays.   
 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes 

Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 

Mr. James Ristas          Yes 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes 

Mr. Paul Panos           Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Ayana K. Taylor, Secretary 

Windsor Board of Education 
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