
Regular Meeting - Virtual Meeting
Tuesday, September 15, 2020 7:00 PM
Town Hall, Council Chambers - Closed to the Public Please click the link 
below to join the webinar: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88357911044 Or 
Telephone: 312 626 6799 or 646 558 8656 Webinar ID: 883 5791 1044, 601 
Matianuck Avenue, Windsor, CT 06095

1. Call to Order, Pledge to the Flag and Moment of Silence
2. Recognitions/Acknowledgements
a. Introduction of Windsor Educator of the Year Rochelle Brown
3. Board of Education
a. President's Report
b. Set Graduation Date for Class of 2021 (Action Anticipated)
c. Discussion of Equity Materials by RE·Center for Teacher Professional 
Development

4. Superintendent's Report
a. Reopening Update
b. Staffing Update for Opening of 2020-2021 School Year
c. Fiscal Year 2021 Update
d. Fiscal Year 2020 Year End Financial Report
5. Consent Agenda
a. Enrollment Report
b. Human Resources Report
c. Approval of BOE Regular Meetings for 2021
d. Appointment of Replacement Representative to Town of Windsor Insurance 
Commission

6. Approval of Minutes
a. June 17, 2020 Regular Meeting
b. August 6, 2020 Policy Committee
c. August 19, 2020 Special Meeting
7. Other Matters/Announcements/Regular BOE Meetings
a. Next BOE Regular Meeting is Tuesday, October 20, 2020, 7:00 PM, Town 
Hall, Council Chambers

8. Adjournment
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Windsor Board of Education 

Regular Meeting – Virtual Meeting 

Unapproved Minutes 
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 7:00 PM 

Town Hall, Council Chambers - Closed to the Public  

  

 
The following are the unapproved minutes of the June 17, 2020 Regular Meeting. Any additions or corrections will be 

made at a future meeting. 
 

Attendance Taken at 7:00 PM:  
 

Present Board Members:    

Mr. Leonard Lockhart  

Ms. Maryam Khan  

Ms. Ayana Taylor  

Mr. Paul Panos  

Mr. Brian Bosch  

Mr. David Furie  

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts  

Mr. James Ristas  

  

Absent Board Members:    

Mr. Ronald Eleveld  

 

1. Call to Order, Pledge to the Flag and Moment of Silence   
  

Discussion:  

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Lockhart at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment of Silence.  

Also in attendance were Superintendent of Schools Dr. Craig Cooke, Assistant Superintendent for Instructional 

Services Dr. Santosha Oliver, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources Dr. Terrell Hill, Director of Business 

Services Danielle Batchelder and Director of Pupil and Special Education Services Steven Carvalho.  

 

2. Recognitions/Acknowledgements   

2.a. Recognition--WHS Juried Art Show, Board of Education Purchase Prize to Jalah Cooper for "Fear" and to 

Devon Featherstone for "River's Edge"; Superintendent's Choice Purchase Prize to Melina Mercado for 

"Sunflowers"; WHS Purchase Prize to Corinthia Saez for "Finding One's Self"   
  

Discussion:  

Mr. Lockhart and Dr. Cooke recognized Windsor High School Art students Jalah Cooper, Devon Featherstone, Melina 

Mercado and Corinthia Saez for their Purchase Prize artwork pieces selected at the Virtual WHS Annual Juried Art 

Show.  The student's artwork was introduced, and the students will receive their purchase prizes as a part of their 

recognition.  

 

2.b. Recognition--BOE Student Representative, Athena Camacho   
  

Discussion:  

Dr. Cooke recognized Athena Camacho, BOE Student Representative for the second semester, and stated that while 

Athena's term was primarily virtual, her input and reports she submitted were helpful for the Board.  
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2.c. Announcement--Windsor Educator of the Year and Paraeducator of the Year   
  

Discussion:  

Dr. Hill announced the 2020-2021 Teacher of the Year Ms. Rochelle Brown, Kindergarten teacher at Poquonock 

School.  Ms. Brown will serve as Windsor Public Schools' representative for the State of Connecticut Teacher of the 

Year Program. 

 

Dr. Hill also announced the 2020-2021 Paraeducator of the Year Ms. Maria Sau, Paraeducator at Poquonock School.  

Ms. Sau will now serve as Windsor Public Schools' nominee for the State of Connecticut Paraeducator of the Year. Ms. 

Brown and Ms. Sau will speak at the 2020-2021 District Convocation.  

 

2.d. Recognition--Tracie Peterson, Principal, Poquonock School and Mary Kay Ravenola, Principal, John F. 

Kennedy School   
  

Discussion:  

Dr. Cooke reported Mrs. Ravenola is unable to join the meeting because she is packing to move on Wednesday.  Ms. 

Peterson offered her thanks to Dr. Cooke and the Board for their support over the years. Mr. Lockhart, Dr. Cooke and 

Board members expressed their thanks and best wishes to principals Tracie Peterson and Mary Kay Ravenola as they 

move into the next phases of their professional lives.  

 

2.e. Recognition--Patricia Patton, Food Service Director and Staff of Food Service   
  

Discussion:  

Dr. Cooke announced that the Board had planned to recognize Patricia Patton in person, the new Food Services 

Director for the district, however, she had a death in the family and is currently in Pennsylvania. He recognized her 

efforts during the shutdown and thanked she and her staff for providing over 40,000 meals during that time.  Patti will 

be formally recognized at a later meeting.  Dr. Cooke also thanked Danielle Batchelder for her work with Food 

Services.  

 

3. Student Representative Report   
  

Discussion:  

None.  

 

4. Board of Education   

4.a. President's Report   
  

Discussion:  

Mr. Lockhart reported he attended the high school's end of year virtual awards ceremonies, the drive up promotions and 

graduation for the Class of 2020; the Board completed the Superintendent's evaluation and offered him an extension of 

his contract.  He requested that Executive Committee members check email on a daily basis through the summer, and 

that all Board members check their email at least once a week on Fridays.  Mr. Lockhart attended both the rally hosted 

by the Human Rights Commission and the one presented by students and supported by the WEA and he expressed his 

thanks and congratulations on the events, especially to the students.   

 

5. Superintendent's Report   

5.a. Distance Learning/Coronavirus Update   
  

Discussion:  

Dr. Cooke reported on the Class of 2020 graduation at Windsor High, gave an update on summer school programming, 

announced Windsor Food Service will continue to serve meals through the summer at three locations:  Windsor High 

School, Oliver Ellsworth, and the Windsor Public Library. Dr. Cooke asked that parents/families please check email on 

a regular basis as primary communication from the district over the summer will be through email. Dr. Cooke extended 

his thanks to Gary Dowgewicz for being at all the Board meetings and all the late nights through the years; he also 

thanked Frank and Jose from the Town's technology Department for their help.  
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5.b. Financial Status 2019-2020 School Year   
  

Discussion:  

Dr. Cooke and Ms. Batchelder were available for any questions on the financial status for the 2019-2020 school year.  

Discussion was held regarding the format of the budget book.  

 

5.c. Discussion on CARES Act Funding   
  

Discussion:  

Dr. Cooke reported that he and Ms. Batchelder found out hours prior to the meeting that the application is expected on 

Friday of this week and they will be prepared to submit that; projected funding is $476,801 but they do not know what 

percentage will go to non-public schools in Windsor.  The non-public schools have also had increased costs due to 

remote learning and cleaning and we will work directly with them as they go through the district for the funds.  The 

estimate for that is $30,000.  It's anticipated that there is going to be a lot of cost in furniture and equipment.  

Discussion was held with the town that if we need more items we can go back to the town; the biggest focus will be 

keeping class sizes low and also the social-emotional wellbeing of the students. Brief discussion ensued.  

 

6. Committee Reports   
  

Discussion:  

None.  

 

7. Consent Agenda 

7.a. Financial Report   

7.b. Enrollment Report   

7.c. Food Service Report   

7.d. Human Resources Report   
 

Motion Passed:  Motion to accept Consent Agenda items 7.a. Financial Report, 7.b. Enrollment Report, 7.c. Food 

Service Report and 7.d. Human Resources Report passed with a motion by Mr. David Furie and a second by Mr. Paul 

Panos.   

 

8 Yeas - 0 Nays.   
 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes 

Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes 

Mr. Paul Panos           Yes 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Absent 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Mr. James Ristas          Yes 
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8. Approval of Minutes   

8.a. May 19, 2020 Regular Meeting   
  

Discussion:  

Ms. Khan requested the minutes be corrected to reflect that she was in attendance.  

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to approve the minutes of the May 19, 2020 Regular meeting as corrected passed with a 

motion by Ms. Ayana Taylor and a second by Mr. David Furie.   

 

8 Yeas - 0 Nays.   
 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes 

Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes 

Mr. Paul Panos           Yes 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Absent 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Mr. James Ristas          Yes 

 

8.b. June 9, 2020 Special Meeting   
  

Discussion:  

Ms. Khan noted that Ms. Taylor's comments were not included in the minutes under Announcements and requested 

they be added.  Ms. Taylor expressed her support for Dr. Cooke and his work and recognized the students and their 

demonstration regarding the unsettled status of what's going on in this nation. Ms. Ricketts requested that the spelling 

of her name be corrected under announcements.  

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to approve the minutes of the June 9, 2020 Special Meeting as corrected passed with a motion 

by Ms. Ayana Taylor and a second by Mr. James Ristas.   

 

8 Yeas - 0 Nays.   
 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes 

Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes 

Mr. Paul Panos           Yes 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Absent 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Mr. James Ristas          Yes 

 

 

9. Other Matters/Announcements/Regular BOE Meetings   

9.a. Next BOE Regular Meeting is Tuesday, September 15, 2020, 7:00 PM, Town Hall, Council Chambers   
 

Discussion:  

Mr. Lockhart stated he hopes that when the Board meets in September they will be able to safely come together. 

 

Ms. Ricketts addressed recent events in the country, congratulated the Class of 2020, hopes that Windsor can remain a 

role model, and thanked teachers and staff. 
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Ms. Khan addressed the demonstration on the green, equity work being done in the district, the drive through 

promotion parades, graduation and extended thanks to teachers, building staff and administration for all their hard 

work. 

 

Mr. Ristas congratulated the Class of 2020, suggested considering continuing the drive through graduation rather than 

the Bushnell based on parent comments, and noted the district was ahead of the curve with distance learning because of 

our technology staff. 

 

Ms. Taylor extended her thanks as a parent and Board member to Dr. Cooke, the entire cabinet, educators, staff and 

custodians for their work during this crazy time.  She addressed the student led event on the Green, and congratulated 

the Class of 2020. 

 

Mr. Furie congratulated the Class of 2020, spoke about graduation, the student-led Black Lives Matter demonstration, 

congratulated all students who were promoted, and thanked all District teachers and staff for their work. 

 

Mr. Panos congratulated the Class of 2020, congratulated staff on their work to make distance learning successful and 

expressed disappointment there won't be Smarter Balanced or SAT scores for this year. 

 

Mr. Lockhart congratulated the Class of 2020, spoke about the importance of equity and inclusion to the students of 

Windsor, and addressed the issue of racism.   

 

10. Adjournment   
 

Motion Passed:  The meeting adjourned at 8:46 pm with a motion by Mr. Paul Panos and a second by Mr. David 

Furie.   

 

8 Yeas - 0 Nays.   
 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes 

Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes 

Mr. Paul Panos           Yes 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Absent 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Mr. James Ristas          Yes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Ayana K. Taylor, Secretary 

Windsor Board of Education 
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Windsor Board of Education 

Policy Committee - Virtual Meeting 

Unapproved Minutes 
Thursday, August 6, 2020 4:00 PM 

L.P. Wilson Community Center, Board Room - Closed to the Public  
 

The following are the unapproved minutes of the August 6, 2020 Policy Committee - Virtual Meeting. Any additions 

or corrections will be made at a future meeting. 
 

Attendance Taken at 4:00 PM:  
 

Present Board Members:    

Mr. Leonard Lockhart  

Ms. Maryam Khan  

Mr. David Furie  

Mr. James Ristas  

  

 

1. Call to Order, Pledge to the Flag and Moment of Silence   
  

Discussion:  

The virtual meeting was called to order at 4:00 PM by Chair Ms. Maryam Khan. Superintendent Dr. Craig Cooke and 

Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources were also in attendance.   

 

2. Review of Policies/Regulations to be Considered for Waiver   
  

Discussion:  

The committee reviewed new P 6114.81 Emergencies and Disaster Preparedness - Pandemic/Epidemic Emergencies 

and the policies and regulations that may be affected by the new policy.  The policy will move forward to the full board 

for consideration at their Special Meeting on August 19, 2020. 

 

2.a. Summary of Policies/Regulations Affected by COVID-19 Pandemic   

2.b. New 6114.81 P Emergencies and Disaster Preparedness - Pandemic/Epidemic Emergencies   

2.c. 1212 P/AR School Volunteers   

2.d. 1250 P/AR Visits to the Schools   

2.e. 1330 P/AR Use of School Facilities   

2.f. 3524.2 P Policy Regarding Use of Green Cleaning Products   

2.g. 3541 P/AR Transportation   

2.h. 4112.3 P Employment and Student Teacher Checks   

2.i. 4118.3 P Guidelines for Acceptable use of Computers, Networks, and the Internet (Personnel)   

2.j. 5113 P/AR Student Attendance, Truancy, and Chronic Absenteeism   

2.k. 5114 P/AR Student Discipline   

2.l. 5141.3 P/AR Health Assessments   

2.m. 6340 P/AR Guidelines for Acceptable Use of Computers, Networks, and the Internet (Students)   

2.n. 9325 BL Meeting Conduct   
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3. Adjournment   
  

Discussion:  

The meeting was adjourned at 4:46 PM.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Ayana K. Taylor, Secretary 

Windsor Board of Education 
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Windsor Board of Education 

Special Meeting - Virtual Meeting 

Unapproved Minutes 
Wednesday, August 19, 2020 6:30 PM 

Town Hall, Council Chambers - Closed to the Public  

 
The following are the unapproved minutes of the August 19, 2020 Special Meeting - Virtual Meeting. Any additions or 

corrections will be made at a future meeting. 

 

Attendance Taken at 6:32 PM:  
 

Present Board Members:    

Mr. Leonard Lockhart  

Ms. Maryam Khan 

Ms. Ayana Taylor  

Mr. Paul Panos  

Mr. Brian Bosch  

Mr. Ronald Eleveld  

Mr. David Furie  

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts  

Mr. James Ristas  

  

1. Call to Order, Pledge to the Flag and Moment of Silence   
  

Discussion:  

The meeting was called to order at 6:32 PM by Mr. Lockhart with the Pledge of Allegiance and a Moment of Silence. 

Also in attendance: Superintendent of Schools Dr. Craig A. Cooke, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources Dr. 

Terrell Hill, Director of Business Services Ms. Danielle Batchelder,  Assistant Superintendent for Instructional Services 

Dr. Santosha Oliver and Interim Director of Pupil and Special Education Services Barbara Trinks. 

 

2. Revisions to 2020-2021 School Calendar  
 

Discussion: 

Dr Cooke thanked the board for their patience with this third revision to the school calendar. 

 

Motion Passed:  Move the Board of Education accept the proposed revisions to the 2020-2021 school calendar passed 

with a motion by Mr. David Furie and a second by Mr. Paul Panos.  

 

9 Yeas - 0 Nays.   
 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes 

Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes 

Mr. Paul Panos           Yes 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Mr. James Ristas          Yes 
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3. Reopening Plan for 2020-2021 School Year  
  

Discussion:  

Dr. Cooke presented the WPS Reopening Plan to the Board of Education and the community.  Each Cabinet member 

presented their portion in turn.  Questions were taken by the board following the presentation.   

Question topics from the board included changing learning formats, custodial work, ventilation systems, 

homeschooling families with and without an IEP or 504, and the procedure for positive COVID test results. 

Discussion ensued. 

Dr. Cooke urged the community to read the Reopening Plan, the Executive Summary and the School Annex Plans. 

 

4. Policy Adoption - New P 6114.81 Emergencies and Disaster Preparedness, Pandemic/Epidemic Emergencies   
 

Discussion: 

Mr. Panos inquired if this was a temporary assignment of duties to the Superintendent. 

 

Dr. Cooke responded that this policy would be reviewed monthly and is temporary. 

 

Motion Passed:  Move to adopt new P 6114.81 Emergencies and Disaster Preparedness, Pandemic/Epidemic 

Emergencies as a first reading, waiving the second reading and approving the policy for immediate use and distribution 

passed with a motion by Ms. Maryam Khan and a second by Mr. Paul Panos.  

 

9 Yeas - 0 Nays.   
 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes 

Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes 

Mr. Paul Panos           Yes 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Mr. James Ristas          Yes 

 

5. CARES Funds   
  

Discussion:  

Dr. Cooke reviewed the usage of the CARES Funds and how receiving the funds has positively impacted the school 

district.  The funds totaled over $450,000 and have been used for PPE materials, signage, safety, and the hiring of an 

additional teacher. 

 

6. Announcements   
  

Discussion:  

Ms. Ricketts had no announcements, but hopes for a smooth start to the school year. 

Mr. Eleveld wishes the community health and safety.  He suggests visiting the New York Department of Health 

website as it has a lot of very good information about the virus. 

Ms. Khan commented that it has been a rough summer, but she hopes the community is safe and healthy.  The 

community needs to stay flexible and whatever choices that families make, she wishes them a good start to the school 

year. 

Mr. Ristas thanked Dr. Cooke and his staff for their work on the reopening plan.  He suggested that updated data be 

made available in an easier format. 



 

3 

 

Ms. Taylor thanked Dr. Cooke, the Cabinet, staff, custodians, and nurses for all their hard work.  There has been much 

anxiety, but they are supported. 

Mr. Bosch stated that reopening is about being safe and effective learning.  He also said that the updated WPS app is 

very nice and user friendly.  He wanted the board to consider ways to show students they support them with care 

packages.  He also informed the community that the Northwest Park Country Fair will not proceed as normal, but there 

are many great activities on their website to participate in. 

Mr. Furie thanked Dr. Cooke and the central office staff for doing a thorough job with the reopening plan.  He urges 

families to stay flexible and wants them to know he is aware of their struggles.  He is glad that students have been 

given a choice on how to attend school. 

Mr. Panos thanked Dr. Cooke and feels that the reopening committee deserves a lot of credit.  He stated his concern is 

that there is no way to be absolutely safe and that social-emotional problems may occur when attempting to be too safe. 

Mr. Lockhart wanted the community to know that we are in this together and that we will find a way through. 

7. Adjournment  
 

Discussion:  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:09 PM.  

 

Motion Passed:  Move to adjourn the meeting at 9:09 PM passed with a motion by Mr. Paul Panos and a second by 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld.   

 

9 Yeas - 0 Nays.   
 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes 

Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes 

Mr. Paul Panos           Yes 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Mr. James Ristas          Yes 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Ayana K. Taylor, Secretary 

Windsor Board of Education 
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