
Regular Meeting
Tuesday, September 19, 2017 7:00 PM
Town Hall, Council Chambers Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85191945173 Or Telephone: +1 646 558 8656 or +1 301 
715 8592 Webinar ID: 851 9194 5173 , 275 Broad Street, Windsor, CT 06095

1. Call to Order, Pledge to the Flag and Moment of Silence
2. Recognitions/Acknowledgements
a. Introduction of New BOE Student Representative--Zaviana Desarmes
b. Introduction of Windsor Educator of the Year, Kristina Wallace
c. Introduction of New Administrators
3. Audience to Visitors
4. Student Representative Report
5. Board of Education
a. President's Report
b. School Liaison Reports
1. Windsor High School
2. Sage Park Middle School
3. Clover Street School
4. John F. Kennedy School
5. Oliver Ellsworth School
6. Poquonock School
6. Superintendent's Report
a. School Opening Comments
b. AP Report
c. Staffing Update for Opening of 2017-2018 School Year
d. Fiscal Year 2017 Year End Financial Report
e. Curriculum Development, 1st Reading
1. Grades K-5 PE Units
2. Grades 3-5 Science Units
3. Grade 6 Accelerated Math
4. Grade 7 Pre-Algebra
7. Committee Reports
a. Curriculum Committee
8. Consent Agenda
a. Enrollment Report
b. Human Resources Report
c. Approval of BOE Regular Meetings for 2018
d. Town of Windsor Retirement Plan
9. Approval of Minutes
a. June 20, 2017 Regular Meeting
b. September 5, 2017 Special Meeting
c. September 7, 2017 Curriculum Committee
10. Other Matters/Announcements/Regular BOE Meetings
a. BOE Special Meeting, Monday, October 2, 2017, 6:00 PM, LPW, Room 17
b. BOE Curriculum Committee, Thursday, October 5, 2017, 4:30 PM, LPW, Room 
17

c. BOE Technology Committee, Thursday, October 5, 2017, 6:30 PM, LPW, Room 
17

d. Next BOE Regular Meeting is Tuesday, October 17, 2017, 7:00 PM, Town 
Hall, Council Chambers

11. Audience to Visitors



12. Adjournment
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Windsor Board of Education
Regular Meeting

Unapproved Minutes
Tuesday, June 20, 2017 7:00 PM
Town Hall, Council Chambers

The following are the unapproved minutes of the June 20, 2017 Regular Meeting. Any additions or corrections will be 
made at a future meeting.

Attendance Taken at 7:00 PM: 

Present Board Members:   
Ms. Yvette Ali 
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke 
Mr. Brian Bosch 
Ms. Michaela Fissel 
Mr. Leonard Lockhart 
Mr. Richard O'Reilly 
Mr. Paul Panos 
Ms. Cristina Santos 
 
Absent Board Members:   
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes 
 
Updated Attendance:   
Ms. Michaela Fissel was updated to present at: 7:02 PM  
Ms. Michaela Fissel was updated to absent at: 9:25 PM  
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke was updated to absent at: 8:36 PM  

1. Call to Order, Pledge to the Flag and Moment of Silence  
 
Discussion: 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mrs. Santos with the Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence. Also 
in attendance were Superintendent of Schools Dr. Craig Cooke, Assistant Superintendent for Instructional Services 
Santosha Oliver, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources Terrell Hill, Director of Pupil and Special Education 
Services Steven Carvalho and Director of Business Services Danielle Batchelder (at 8:00 PM). 

2. Recognitions/Acknowledgements  
2.a. Recognition--WHS Juried Art Show, Board of Education Purchase Prize to Emily Bernstein for "First 
Church"; Superintendent's Choice Purchase Prize to Jennifer Wolf for "School Spirit"'; WHS Purchase Prize 
to Vanessa Munley for "Adolescence"  
 
Discussion: 
Dr. Cooke and Ms. Santos recognized the following Windsor High School art students who had pieces selected as 
purchase prizes at the annual Art Show:  Emily Bernstein for "First Church", Jennifer Wolf for "School Spirit" and 
Vanessa Munley for "Adolescence".  

Mrs. Santos also recognized WHS art teachers Marge Renno and Lisa Smith who were in attendance that evening and 
for all the hard work they do with our students.
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Ms. Santos reported that all student work selected as purchase prize pieces are on display; Board of Education and 
Superintendent's Choice pieces are at L. P. Wilson, and WHS Purchase Prize pieces are displayed at Windsor High 
School.
 
2.b. Announcement--Windsor Teacher of the Year--Kristina Wallace  
 
Discussion: 
Mr. Hill announced that Kristina Wallace, School Counselor at Windsor High School, has been selected as the Windsor 
Educator of the Year for 2017-2018.  Ms. Wallace will speak at the Opening Day Convocation on August 24th; and 
will be introduced at the September Board of Education meeting. 
  
2.c. Announcement--Paraeducator of the Year--O'phir Bullock  
 
Discussion: 
Mr. Hill announced that O'phir Bullock, paraeducator at Sage Park Middle School, has been selected as the Windsor 
Paraeducator of the Year for 2017-2018.  Mr. Bullock will also speak at the Opening Day Convocation on August 24th.   
  
3. Audience to Visitors  
 
Discussion: 
None 

4. Board of Education  
4.a. President's Report  
 
Discussion: 
Mrs. Santos thanked Mr. Lockhart for filling in for her at the May meeting.  She also reported that on June 1st, 
$118,000 in community scholarships were given to our graduating seniors. She thanked these organizations and read 
the list of those organizations who donated the scholarships.

Mrs. Santos also commented it was a wonderful graduation ceremony on June 14, 2017. She reported that 100% of the 
277 graduates have post-secondary plans either attending college, serving in the military or joining the workforce. She 
acknowledged and read a listing of colleges and universities graduating seniors will attend. She congratulated the Class 
of 2017 and for them to remember that Windsor is home and they are always a Warrior.

Ms. Santos also commented on the 10/1/16 enrollment of 3186 students and the 6/1/17 enrollment figure of 3256. 
Seventy students returned to Windsor, some from magnet and private schools and some from moving into Windsor. 
She feels families are appreciating the quality of education in the district and are returning back to Windsor.
 
  
4.b. WHS Overnight Field Trip Request to Spain, June 22-July 7, 2018, 2nd Reading  
 
Discussion: 
The Board was provided background information and the screening process for the host families in Spain. Questions 
and discussion ensued.  

Motion Passed:  Move that the Board of Education approve the proposed trip to Spain as a 2nd reading, reserving the 
right to cancel if it feels that the safety of the students is at risk passed with a motion by Mr. Leonard Lockhart and a 
second by Mr. Paul Panos.  

8 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Ms. Yvette Ali            Yes
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke  Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Ms. Michaela Fissel       Yes
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Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Mr. Richard O'Reilly      Yes
Mr. Paul Panos            Yes
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes  Absent
Ms. Cristina Santos       Yes

4.c. Discussion on BOE Goals and Monitoring Indicators  
 
Discussion: 
The board was asked to review a list of BOE goals and monitoring indicators distributed by Mr. O'Reilly at the May 16, 
2017. This list was drafted at the May 8th Long Range Planning Committee meeting. The Executive Committee met on 
June 5th and reviewed the list and agreed to add it to the June 20th regular meeting agenda to give board members an 
opportunity to ask more questions about the list. Questions, suggestions and discussion ensued. The BOE Self-
Evaluation meeting will be scheduled in sometime in August. 

4.d. School Liaison Reports  
 
4.d.1. Windsor High School  
 
Discussion: 
Ms. Black-Burke thanked the Project Graduation Committee and all the volunteers who helped with this event. Over 90 
people volunteered their time including WHS alum from the Class of 1987 through 2007. Local businesses also 
donated items. Ms. Fissel helped out that evening.

Mr. Bosch was pleased with the selection of Ms. Kristina Wallace, WHS School Counselor, as the Educator of the 
Year. 

4.d.2. Sage Park Middle School  
 
Discussion: 
Ms. Fissel reported on the Transition Program for students entering 6th grade. It is a one week program the end of 
August. For more information, contact the summer school staff at LPW or the Sage Park main office. 

4.d.3. Clover Street School  
 
Discussion: 
Mr. Lockhart congratulated the 5th grade students moving onto 6th grade, the principal, and thanked everyone in 
building for a great year.
 
4.d.4. John F. Kennedy School  
 
Discussion: 
Ms. Ali reported that the JFK school administration wanted to remind parents to have their child read and write over 
the summer.  She congratulated the 5th grade students moving onto 6th grade especially Dillon Fissel and Caleb Burke.
  
4.d.5. Oliver Ellsworth School  
 
Discussion: 
Mr. O'Reilly wanted to send a shout out to the OE PTO. He said they did a great working hard to raise money this year. 
Many families are moving onto JFK and he would like new families coming into OE to consider joining the PTO. 

4.d.6. Poquonock School  
 
Discussion: 
No report 
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5. Superintendent's Report  
 
Discussion: 
Dr. Cooke congratulated the 5th graders moving on to 6th grade and the WHS graduates. Of the 277 graduates, 246 are 
continuing on to colleges and universities, 5 will be serving in the military and 26 will join the workforce. He thanked 
those volunteers for Project Graduation and said it was one of the best in years. On Thursday, June 15th, Sage Park 
promoted three teams of grade 8 students. There was a large turnout for each team assembly. He congratulated Xavier 
Lockhart who be heading to WHS and also the O’Reilly twins who graduated.

He also reported on civics education at the high school, BOE Student Representative Jordan Harris' participation in Kid 
Governor and congratulations to WHS for the NASA HUNCH 2016-2017 video challenge. He congratulated Sage Park 
teacher Shirley Cowles for receiving the Yandow Educators Award for exceptional teaching in either arts education, 
cultural studies or language arts at Sage Park. He also thanked Gary Dowgewicz for his help in taping the board 
meetings this year.
  
5.a. Windsor Youth Survey Report  
 
Discussion: 
Ms. Lori Foote-Mitchell, School Counseling Director and Ms. Christine Miskell from the Southeastern Regional 
Action Council along with coalition members Wende Cooper from the Capitol Area Substance Abuse Council, Sarah 
Maffolini, Youth Service Coordinator,  Town of Windsor, Steve Carvalho, Director of Pupil and Special Education 
Services and Sue Raggo, Coordinator for the Town of Windsor Social Services, presented on the results of the Windsor 
Youth Survey which was administered to grades 7-12 in February 2017.  Questions and discussion ensued. 
  
5.b. End of Year Financials  
 
Discussion: 
Ms. Batchelder gave the Board an update on the end of year financials as of June 12th.  As of that date, there were still 
many outstanding bills under special education, all of transportation and maintenance.  Questions and discussion 
ensued.  

5.c. Potential Budget Reductions  
 
Discussion: 
Dr. Cooke discussed with the board, a proposed list of potential budget reductions developed by the administration.   
Questions and discussion ensued. 

6. Committee Reports  
6.a. Curriculum Committee  
 
Discussion: 
None 

6.b. Finance Committee  
 
Discussion: 
Mr. Lockhart discussed the failure of the referendum and is hopeful the Governor and general assembly can come 
together so that towns can get their budgets in order.  
 
6.c. Long Range Planning  
 
Discussion: 
Mr. O'Reilly thanked the Board for the discussion this evening on the BOE goals and monitoring indicators and hopes 
they can be finalized at the meeting in August. Any suggestions or changes should be ready by the August meeting. 
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6.d. Policy Committee  
 
Discussion: 
None 

6.e. Technology Committee  
 
Discussion: 
None 

7. Consent Agenda  

Motion Passed:  Move to approve consent items 7a. Financial Report, 7b. Enrollment Report, 7c. Food Service Report 
and 7d. Human Resources report as presented passed with a motion by Mr. Leonard Lockhart and a second by Mr. Paul 
Panos.  

6 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Ms. Yvette Ali            Yes
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke  Absent
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Ms. Michaela Fissel       Absent
Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Mr. Richard O'Reilly      Yes
Mr. Paul Panos            Yes
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes  Absent
Ms. Cristina Santos       Yes

7.a. Financial Report  
 
Discussion: 
Expenditures for May 1, 2017 and June 12, 2017:  $8,028,497
Expenditures through June 12, 2017:  $61,016,404
  
7.b. Enrollment Report  
7.c. Food Service Report  
7.d. Human Resources Report  
7.e. Budget Transfers  

Motion Passed:  Move to approve consent item 7e. Budget Transfers as presented passed with a motion by Mr. 
Leonard Lockhart and a second by Mr. Paul Panos.  

6 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Ms. Yvette Ali            Yes
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke  Absent
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Ms. Michaela Fissel       Absent
Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Mr. Richard O'Reilly      Yes
Mr. Paul Panos            Yes
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes  Absent
Ms. Cristina Santos       Yes
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8. Approval of Minutes  

Motion Passed:  Move to approve items 8a. May 16, 2017 Regular Meeting and 8b. June 1, 2017 Curriculum 
Committee minutes as presented passed with a motion by Mr. Richard O'Reilly and a second by Mr. Brian Bosch.  

6 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Ms. Yvette Ali            Yes
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke  Absent
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Ms. Michaela Fissel       Absent
Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Mr. Richard O'Reilly      Yes
Mr. Paul Panos            Yes
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes  Absent
Ms. Cristina Santos       Yes

8.a. May 16, 2017 Regular Meeting  
8.b. June 1, 2017 Curriculum Committee  
8.c. June 8, 2017 Special Meeting  
 
Discussion: 
Correction to vote on motion to revisit the salary compensation for the Superintendent once there has been an approved 
BOE budget vote should have read 7 Yeas and 2 Nays instead of 6 Yeas, 2 Nays and 1 Abstained. 

Motion Passed:  Move to approved 8c. June 8, 2017 Special Meeting with corrections passed with a motion by Mr. 
Richard O'Reilly and a second by Mr. Brian Bosch.  

6 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Ms. Yvette Ali            Yes
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke  Absent
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Ms. Michaela Fissel       Absent
Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Mr. Richard O'Reilly      Yes
Mr. Paul Panos            Yes
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes  Absent
Ms. Cristina Santos       Yes

9. Other Matters/Announcements/Regular BOE Meetings  
 
Discussion: 
Mr. Bosch congratulated Ms. Fissel and her husband on the purchase of their new home in Windsor.

Mr. O'Reilly thanked Mrs. Santos for listing all the scholarships in her report and commented it was very generous of 
these groups to support our graduates.

Mr. Lockhart congratulated all the students on a great job. He thanked Dr. Cooke and staff for all their hard work and 
said to parents and kids to rest, recharge and stay safe this summer and continue to read and keep skills sharp. Come 
back to school strong and ready to learn.

Mrs. Santos wished Windsor families a safe and restful summer and congratulated Dr. Cooke on another great school 
year.  



7

9.a. Next BOE Regular Meeting is Tuesday, September 19, 2017, 7:00 PM, Town Hall, Council Chambers  

10. Audience to Visitors  
 
Discussion: 
None 

11. Adjournment  

Motion Passed:  Move to adjourn the meeting at 9:56 PM passed with a motion by Mr. Leonard Lockhart and a second 
by Mr. Paul Panos.  

6 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Ms. Yvette Ali            Yes
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke  Absent
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Ms. Michaela Fissel       Absent
Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Mr. Richard O'Reilly      Yes
Mr. Paul Panos            Yes
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes  Absent
Ms. Cristina Santos       Yes

_____________________________________
Richard T. O’Reilly, Secretary
Windsor Board of Education
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Windsor Board of Education
Special Meeting

Unapproved Minutes
Tuesday, September 5, 2017 6:30 PM

L.P. Wilson Community Center, Room 17

The following are the unapproved minutes of the September 5, 2017 Special Meeting. Any additions or corrections will 
be made at a future meeting.

Attendance Taken at 6:30 PM: 

Present Board Members:   
Ms. Yvette Ali 
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke 
Mr. Brian Bosch 
Mr. Leonard Lockhart 
Mr. Richard O'Reilly 
Mr. Paul Panos 
Ms. Cristina Santos 
 
Absent Board Members:   
Ms. Michaela Fissel 
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes 
 
Updated Attendance:   
Ms. Yvette Ali was updated to present at: 6:35 PM  

1. Call to Order, Pledge to the Flag and Moment of Silence  
 
Discussion: 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by President Santos. Superintendent Dr. Craig Cooke and Assistant 
Superintendent for Instructional Services Santosha Oliver were also in attendance. 

2. Audience to Visitors  
 
Discussion: 
None 

3. Discussion of Relationship between BOE Goals and Performance Indicators  
 
Discussion: 
The Board discussed nine questions/suggestions from the June 20th meeting related to indicators. Board members 
shared suggestions on how to present information to the public. 

Motion Passed:  Move the Board approve the indicators related to the Board goals passed with a motion by Mr. 
Richard O'Reilly and a second by Mr. Leonard Lockhart.  

7 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Ms. Yvette Ali            Yes
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke  Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Ms. Michaela Fissel       Absent
Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Mr. Richard O'Reilly      Yes
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Mr. Paul Panos            Yes
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes  Absent
Ms. Cristina Santos       Yes

4. Announcements  
 
Discussion: 
Board president shared that draft Board self-evaluation remains draft and that members self-reflect on results. Survey 
was not completed by all Board members.  

5. Adjournment  
 
Discussion: 
The meeting adjourned at 7:10 PM. 

Motion Passed:  Move to adjourn the meeting at 7:10 PM passed with a motion by Mr. Richard O'Reilly and a second 
by Mr. Leonard Lockhart.  

7 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Ms. Yvette Ali            Yes
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke  Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Ms. Michaela Fissel       Absent
Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Mr. Richard O'Reilly      Yes
Mr. Paul Panos            Yes
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes  Absent
Ms. Cristina Santos       Yes

_____________________________________
Richard T. O’Reilly, Secretary
Windsor Board of Education
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Windsor Board of Education
Curriculum Committee
Unapproved Minutes

Thursday, September 7, 2017 4:30 PM
L.P. Wilson Community Center, Room 17

The following are the unapproved minutes of the September 7, 2017 Curriculum Committee. Any additions or 
corrections will be made at a future meeting.

Attendance Taken at 4:30 PM: 

Present Board Members:   
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke 
Mr. Leonard Lockhart 
Ms. Cristina Santos 
 
Absent Board Members:   
Ms. Michaela Fissel 

1. Call to Order, Pledge to the Flag and Moment of Silence  
 
Discussion: 
The meeting was called to order by Nuchette Black-Burke. Superintendent Dr. Craig Cooke, Assistant Superintendent 
for Instructional Services Santosha Oliver, STEM Director Noha Abel-Hady, and Arts and Humanities Director Bonnie 
Fineman were also in attendance. 

2. Audience to Visitors  
 
Discussion: 
None 

3. Grades K-5 PE Units  
 
Discussion: 
The Grades K-5 PE Units were presented and approved to move forward to the full board. 

4. Grades 3-5 Science Units  
 
Discussion: 
The Grades 3-5 Science Units were presented and approved to move forward to the full board. 

5. Grade 6 Advanced Math  
 
Discussion: 
The Grade 6 Advanced Math Curriculum was presented and approved to move forward to the full board. 

6. Grade 7 Pre-Algebra  
 
Discussion: 
The Grade 7 Pre-Algebra Curriculum was presented and approved to move forward to the full board. 
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7. Adjournment  
 
Motion Passed:  Move to adjourn the meeting at 5:38 PM passed with a motion by Mr. Leonard Lockhart and a second 
by Ms. Cristina Santos.  

3 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke  Yes
Ms. Michaela Fissel       Absent
Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Ms. Cristina Santos       Yes

_____________________________________
Richard T. O’Reilly, Secretary
Windsor Board of Education
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