
Regular Meeting
Tuesday, September 20, 2016 7:00 PM
Town Hall, Council Chambers Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85191945173 Or Telephone: +1 646 558 8656 or +1 301 
715 8592 Webinar ID: 851 9194 5173 , 275 Broad Street, Windsor, CT 06095

1. Call to Order, Pledge to the Flag and Moment of Silence
2. Recognitions/Acknowledgements
a. Introduction of New BOE Student Representative--Cassie Okeke
b. Introduction of Windsor Teacher of the Year, Jennifer Tigre
c. Introduction of New Administrators
d. Donation of backpacks and school supplies from Windsor Chamber of 
Commerce

3. Audience to Visitors
4. Student Representative Report
5. Board of Education
a. President's Report
b. School Liaison Reports
1. Windsor High School
2. Sage Park Middle School
3. Clover Street School
4. John F. Kennedy School
5. Oliver Ellsworth School
6. Poquonock School
6. Superintendent's Report
a. School Opening Comments
b. Report on Transportation
c. AP Report
d. Staffing Update for Opening of 2016-2017 School Year
e. Fiscal Year 2016 Year End Financial Report
f. Policy Adoption, 2nd Reading
1. Revised P 5113 Student Attendance and Truancy
2. Revised P 5141.4 Reports of Suspected Abuse or Neglect of Children
3. Revised P 5117 School Attendance Areas
4. Revised P 6155 Class Examinations
7. Committee Reports
a. Policy Committee
8. Consent Agenda
a. Enrollment Report
b. Human Resources Report
c. Approval of BOE Regular Meetings for 2017
d. Town of Windsor Retirement Plan
9. Approval of Minutes
a. June 21, 2016 Regular Meeting
b. June 22, 2016 Special Meeting
10. Other Matters/Announcements/Regular BOE Meetings
a. BOE Policy Committee, Monday, October 3, 2016, 6:00 PM, LPW, Room 17
b. BOE Special Meeting, Tuesday, October 4, 2016, 6:30 PM, LPW, Board Room
c. BOE Curriculum Committee, Thursday, October 6, 2016, 4:30 PM, LPW, Room 
17

d. BOE Special Meeting/Workshop, Tuesday, October 11, 2016, 6:30 PM, LPW, 
Room 17



e. Next BOE Regular Meeting is Tuesday, October 18, 2016, 7:00 PM, Town 
Hall, Council Chambers

11. Audience to Visitors
12. Adjournment





































































Section: Instruction

Subject: CLASS EXAMINATIONS P-6155

BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY
WINDSOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS

WINDSOR, CT

1. Scheduling Major Tests Test Schedules

A. In fairness to students who must be absent because of required religious holidays and in 
order to avoid the necessity for make-up activities, major tests and/or the introduction of new 
topics and materials should not be scheduled on these days. When scheduling either 
classroom or system-wide tests, teachers and administrators are encouraged to 
consider possible conflicts with religious holidays that the students in their classes 
may encounter. Efforts should be made to choose a schedule for tests and makeup 
opportunities that are reasonable under the circumstances and maximize the number 
of students in attendance. Teachers should let parents know of important class 
activities such as tests, field trips, or presentations as far in advance as possible so 
that potential conflicts with religious obligations can be avoided or accommodated. 
Windsor Public Schools does not designate specific days of religious significance on 
which testing is prohibited. 

********

Policy Adopted:  4/14/81
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Windsor Board of Education
Regular Meeting

Unapproved Minutes
Tuesday, June 21, 2016 7:00 PM
Town Hall, Council Chambers

The following are the unapproved minutes of the June 21, 2016 Regular Meeting. Any additions or corrections will be 
made at a future meeting.

Attendance Taken at 7:00 PM: 

Present Board Members:   
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke 
Mr. Brian Bosch 
Ms. Michaela Fissel 
Mr. Leonard Lockhart 
Mr. Richard O'Reilly 
Mr. Paul Panos 
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes 
Ms. Cristina Santos 
 
Absent Board Members:   
Ms. Yvette Ali 

1. Call to Order, Pledge to the Flag and Moment of Silence  
Discussion: 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Ms. Santos with the Pledge of Allegiance and a Moment of Silence.

Also in attendance were Superintendent of Schools Dr. Craig Cooke, Interim Assistant for Instructional Services Doug 
Couture, Director of Pupil and Special Education Services Steven Carvalho, Assistant Superintendent for Human 
Resources Terrell Hill, Director of Business Services Danielle Batchelder and BOE Student Representative Dan 
Hernandez. 

2. Recognitions/Acknowledgements  
2.a. Recognition--WHS Track Coaches--Ron Wilson, Kelvan Kearse  
Discussion: 
Mr. Steve Risser, Athletic Director, recognized WHS Girls Outdoor and Indoor Track Coach Ron Wilson for his 16 
years of service to Windsor High School Athletics and its girls' track scholar athletes.  

He also recognized the Girls Outdoor Track & Field team for winning the CIAC Class L State Championships for the 
7th consecutive year, and Coach Kelvan Kearse and the Boys Outdoor Track & Field team for winning the CIAC Class 
MM State Championship for the 6th consecutive year.  Both teams and their coaches were also recognized for their 
performance at the New Balance National High School Track and Field Championships.  

2.b. Recognition--BOE Student Representative--Dan Hernandez  
Discussion: 
Dr. Cooke and Ms. Santos recognized Board of Education Student Representative Dan Hernandez for outstanding 
service in his role. 

2.c. Recognition--WHS Juried Art Show, Board of Education Purchase Prize to Catie Lewis for "Bart's Drive-
in"; Superintendent's Choice Purchase Prize to Shayla Gawlak for "Portrait"; WHS Purchase Prize to Gisselle 
Rosado for "Dreamer"  
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Discussion: 
Dr. Cooke and Ms. Santos recognized the following Windsor High School art students who had pieces selected as 
purchase prizes at the annual Art Show:  Catie Lewis for "Bart's Drive-In," Shayla Gawlak for "Portrait," and Gisselle 
Rosado for "Dreamer."  

Ms. Santos reported that all student work selected as purchase prize pieces are on display; Board of Education and 
Superintendent's Choice pieces are at L. P. Wilson, and WHS Purchase Prize pieces are displayed at Windsor High 
School. 

2.d. Announcement--Windsor Teacher of the Year--Jennifer Tigre  
Discussion: 
Mr. Hill announced that Jennifer Tigre, 8th grade English Language Arts Teacher at Sage Park Middle School, has 
been selected as the Windsor Teacher of the Year for 2016-2017.  Ms. Tigre is currently involved in the selection 
process for the Connecticut Teacher of the Year.  Ms. Tigre will speak at the Opening Day Convocation on August 
25th; and will be introduced at the September Board of Education meeting. 

3. Audience to Visitors  
Discussion: 
Stacy Sampson, 604 Stone Road, spoke in support of Windsor Public Schools and Dr. Cooke as Superintendent.

Debbie Sampson, 604 Stone Road, spoke in support of Dr. Cooke as Superintendent. 

4. Student Representative Report  
Discussion:
Dan Hernandez reported on end of year activities for the Class of 2016, including graduation. 

5. Board of Education  
5.a. President's Report  
Discussion: 
Ms. Santos recognized five administrators who are leaving their current positions in the district:  Deborah Maccarone, 
Tom Baird, Doug Couture, Chris Rau and Russell Sills.  She congratulated the Sage Park Middle School softball team 
and Windsor High School student Matt Cleveland; she also recognized the WHS Art Show and Fashion show and 
Parent Leadership Training Institute graduates.  She reported that $99,200 was awarded in locally funded scholarships 
to members of the WHS Class of 2016 and recognized the individual donors and community groups. 

5.b. School Liaison Reports  
5.b.1. Windsor High School  
Discussion: 
Ms.  Black-Burke reported that graduation at the Bushnell was a great culminating piece, to see all the pieces that make 
WHS great.

Mr. Bosch reported on the live streaming of graduation, and thanked Mr. Sills for his help as a new Board member and 
liaison to the school. 

5.b.2. Sage Park Middle School  
Discussion: 
No report. 

5.b.3. Clover Street School  
Discussion: 
Mr. Lockhart thanked Principal Jones and her staff for a productive school year, and congratulated students moving on 
and those coming in. 

5.b.4. John F. Kennedy School  
Discussion: 
Ms. Santos thanked Ms. Ravenola and the staff. 
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5.b.5. Oliver Ellsworth School  
Discussion: 
Mr. O'Reilly reported that the PTO was able to fund a lot of activities this year.  The PTO has co-presidents and a 
treasurer for next year, but are looking for a vice-president, secretary, communication secretary and a fundraising chair. 

5.b.6. Poquonock School  
Discussion: 
No report. 

5.c. Student Directory Information  
Discussion: 
Dr. Cooke reported this item had been put on the agenda at the request of three Board members.  He had received a 
request from two PTOs and the WHS School Governance Council for information on family email addresses for 
families that have student attending those specific schools.  Board policy was reviewed, and Attorney Brochu and 
Freedom of Information were contacted

.Attorney Brochu reported on his legal opinion; questions and discussion on the issue ensued.

It was noted there were also subsequent requests from private citizens who have no educational ties to the district; Ms. 
Santos requested that families be notified of the release of their information in response to those requests.  

Ms. Santos requested that Board Policy 5125 be referred to the Policy Committee for a full review, that what is 
identified as directory information be reviewed.   

6. Superintendent's Report  
Discussion: 
Dr. Cooke congratulated the Junior ROTC unit for earning Distinguished Unit Award, in their first year.  They are one 
of only two units in Connecticut, and 37% of the units worldwide to receive the honor.  He also reported that Niche 
Marketing rated Windsor High School number 46 out of the "Top 50 Connecticut School Districts for College 
Readiness."  He gave a brief description of the role of the Math and Science Mastery teachers.  Dr. Cooke thanked 
Rainbow Bus and Sterling Viets for their service to the district over the years; he also thanked Gary Dowgewicz for his 
work during the year. 

6.a. Curriculum Development, 2nd Reading  
6.a.1. Art, Grade 6-8  
6.a.2. Ceramics 1  
6.a.3. Ceramics 2  
6.a.4. 2D Foundations  
6.a.5. Painting  
6.a.6. Chemistry  

Discussion: 
It was noted that curriculum for 2D Foundations has been changed to Art Foundations and Painting has been changed 
to Painting 1. 



4

Motion Passed:  Motion that the Board approves Grades 6, 7 and 8 Art, Art Foundations, Ceramics 1, Ceramics 2, 
Painting 1, and Chemistry curricula as a 2nd reading as presented passed with a motion by Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke 
and a second by Mr. Leonard Lockhart.  

8 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Ms. Yvette Ali            Absent
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke  Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Ms. Michaela Fissel       Yes
Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Mr. Richard O'Reilly      Yes
Mr. Paul Panos            Yes
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes  Yes
Ms. Cristina Santos       Yes

6.b. Policy Adoption, 1st Reading  
6.b.1. Revised P 5113 Student Attendance and Truancy  
6.b.2. Revised P 5141.4 Reports of Suspected Abuse or Neglect of Children  
6.b.3. Revised P 5117 School Attendance Areas  
6.b.4. Revised P 6155 Class Examinations  
Discussion: 
Mr. Bosch suggested that P 6155 be reviewed for clarity; Mr. Bosch should submit his suggested changes for the next 
Policy Committee meeting, which would take place prior to the September Board meeting. 

Motion Passed:  Motion to approve Policies P 5113, Student attendance and Truancy, P 5141.4 Reports of Suspected 
Abuse or Neglect of Children, P 5117 School Attendance Areas, P 6155 Class Examinations as presented for a 1st 
reading passed with a motion by Mr. Leonard Lockhart and a second by Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes.  

8 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Ms. Yvette Ali            Absent
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke  Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Ms. Michaela Fissel       Yes
Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Mr. Richard O'Reilly      Yes
Mr. Paul Panos            Yes
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes  Yes
Ms. Cristina Santos       Yes
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6.c. End of Year Financials  

Motion Passed:  Motion that the Board approve the purchase of the following items with year end surplus monies:  
Sage Park Middle School security camera upgrade in the amount of $105,300, new window blinds for John F. Kennedy 
School in the amount of $15,000, 30 new football helmets in the amount of $6,000, and a new public address system in 
the WHS main gymnasium in the amount of $12,600, and that the Board approve the return of $116,330 to the Town of 
Windsor (the exact amount will be reported to the Board during the September meeting once the financial audit is 
complete) passed with a motion by Mr. Leonard Lockhart and a second by Mr. Paul Panos.  

8 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Ms. Yvette Ali            Absent
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke  Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Ms. Michaela Fissel       Yes
Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Mr. Richard O'Reilly      Yes
Mr. Paul Panos            Yes
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes  Yes
Ms. Cristina Santos       Yes

7. Committee Reports  
7.a. Curriculum Committee  
Discussion: 
No report. 

7.b. Finance Committee  
Discussion: 
No report. 

7.c. Long Range Planning  
Discussion: 
No report. 

7.d. Policy Committee  
Discussion: 
No report. 

7.e. Technology Committee  
Discussion: 
Mr. O'Reilly extended his thanks to Mr. Couture for his work in the district. 

8. Consent Agenda  
8.a. Financial Report  
8.b. Enrollment Report  
8.c. Food Service Report  
8.d. Human Resources Report  
8.e. Clover Street School Partial Roof Replacement Project  
8.f. Budget Transfers  
Discussion: 
Expenditures for May 2016 and June 15, 2016:  $11,548,115
Expenditures through June 15, 2016:  $63,311,021 
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Motion Passed:  Motion that Items 8.b., Enrollment Report, 8.c, Food Service Report, and 8.d, Human Resources 
Report be accepted as presented passed with a motion by Mr. Leonard Lockhart and a second by Ms. Melissa Rizzo 
Holmes.  

8 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Ms. Yvette Ali            Absent
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke  Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Ms. Michaela Fissel       Yes
Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Mr. Richard O'Reilly      Yes
Mr. Paul Panos            Yes
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes  Yes
Ms. Cristina Santos       Yes

Motion Passed:  Motion to accept item 8.a, Financial Report, as presented passed with a motion by Mr. Leonard 
Lockhart and a second by Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes.  

8 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Ms. Yvette Ali            Absent
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke  Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Ms. Michaela Fissel       Yes
Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Mr. Richard O'Reilly      Yes
Mr. Paul Panos            Yes
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes  Yes
Ms. Cristina Santos       Yes

Motion Passed:  Motion to accept item 8.e, Clover Street School Partial Roof Replacement Project passed with a 
motion by Mr. Leonard Lockhart and a second by Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes.  

8 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Ms. Yvette Ali            Absent
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke  Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Ms. Michaela Fissel       Yes
Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Mr. Richard O'Reilly      Yes
Mr. Paul Panos            Yes
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes  Yes
Ms. Cristina Santos       Yes
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Motion Passed:  Motion to accept item 8.f, Budget Transfers, as presented passed with a motion by Mr. Leonard 
Lockhart and a second by Mr. Paul Panos.  

8 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Ms. Yvette Ali            Absent
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke  Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Ms. Michaela Fissel       Yes
Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Mr. Richard O'Reilly      Yes
Mr. Paul Panos            Yes
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes  Yes
Ms. Cristina Santos       Yes

9. Approval of Minutes  
9.a. May 5, 2016 Curriculum Committee  
9.b. May 5, 2016 Technology Committee  
9.c. May 17, 2016 Regular Meeting  
9.d. June 6, 2016 Policy Committee  

Motion Passed:  Motion to accept items 9.a, May 5, 2016 Curriculum Committee, 9.b, May 5, 2016 Technology 
Committee and item 9.d, June 6, 2016 Policy Committee minutes as presented passed with a motion by Mr. Richard 
O'Reilly and a second by Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke.  

8 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Ms. Yvette Ali            Absent
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke  Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Ms. Michaela Fissel       Yes
Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Mr. Richard O'Reilly      Yes
Mr. Paul Panos            Yes
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes  Yes
Ms. Cristina Santos       Yes

Motion Passed:  Motion to accept item 9.c, May 17, 2016 Regular Meeting minutes as presented passed with a motion 
by Mr. Richard O'Reilly and a second by Mr. Leonard Lockhart.  

8 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Ms. Yvette Ali            Absent
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke  Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Ms. Michaela Fissel       Yes
Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Mr. Richard O'Reilly      Yes
Mr. Paul Panos            Yes
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes  Yes
Ms. Cristina Santos       Yes
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10. Other Matters/Announcements/Regular BOE Meetings  
 10.a. BOE Special Meeting, Wednesday, June 22, 2016, 6:30 PM, LPW, Room 17

 10.b. Next BOE Regular Meeting is Tuesday, September 20, 2016, 7:00 PM, Town Hall, Council Chambers  
Discussion: 
Ms. Santos reported the 2016-2017 meeting calendar has not yet been established, when it is it will be posted on the 
website.  There are no regular Board meetings for July and August.  Meals will available again this year at Goslee Pool. 

11. Audience to Visitors  
Discussion: 
None. 

12. Adjournment  

Motion Passed:  The meeting adjourned at 10:12 p.m.  with a motion by Mr. Leonard Lockhart and a second by Mr. 
Paul Panos.  

8 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Ms. Yvette Ali            Absent
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke  Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Ms. Michaela Fissel       Yes
Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Mr. Richard O'Reilly      Yes
Mr. Paul Panos            Yes
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes  Yes
Ms. Cristina Santos       Yes

_____________________________________
Richard T. O’Reilly, Secretary
Windsor Board of Education
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Windsor Board of Education
Special Meeting

Unapproved Minutes
Wednesday, June 22, 2016 6:30 PM

L.P. Wilson Community Center, Room 17

The following are the unapproved minutes of the June 22, 2016 Special Meeting. Any additions or corrections will be 
made at a future meeting.

Attendance Taken at 6:30 PM: 

Present Board Members:   
Ms. Yvette Ali 
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke 
Mr. Brian Bosch 
Ms. Michaela Fissel 
Mr. Leonard Lockhart 
Mr. Richard O'Reilly 
Mr. Paul Panos 
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes 
Ms. Cristina Santos 
 

1. Call to Order, Pledge to the Flag and Moment of Silence  
 
Discussion: 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Cristina Santos with the Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence. 
Superintendent Dr. Craig Cooke was also in attendance. 

2. Audience to Visitors  
 
Discussion: 
Bradshaw Smith, 23 Ludlow Road, expressed concerns with high school honor roll not being published. 

Debbie Sampson, 604 Stone Road, fully supports Superintendent Cooke and the school system and thanks them for the 
exceptional school year and looks forward to the future of Windsor Public Schools. 

3. BOE Evaluation of the Superintendent (Executive Session and Possible Action Anticipated)  

4. Discussion of Superintendent's Contract and Compensation (Executive Session and Possible Action 
Anticipated)  

Motion Passed:  Move that the President of the BOE be authorized to work with the BOE attorney to extend the 
contract of the Superintendent by one calendar year staying within the 3 year limitation passed with a motion by Mr. 
Leonard Lockhart and a second by Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke.  

5 Yeas - 3 Nays - 1 Abstained.  

Ms. Yvette Ali            Yes
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke  Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           No
Ms. Michaela Fissel       Abstain
Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
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Mr. Richard O'Reilly      Yes
Mr. Paul Panos            No
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes  No
Ms. Cristina Santos       Yes

Motion Passed:  Move to authorize the BOE President to increase the salary of the Superintendent by 2.6% effective 
July 1, 2016 passed with a motion by Mr. Leonard Lockhart and a second by Ms. Yvette Ali.  

5 Yeas - 4 Nays.  

Ms. Yvette Ali            Yes
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke  Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           No
Ms. Michaela Fissel       No
Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Mr. Richard O'Reilly      Yes
Mr. Paul Panos            No
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes  No
Ms. Cristina Santos       Yes

5. Announcements  
 
Discussion: 
None 

6. Adjournment  

Motion Passed:  Move to adjourn the meeting at 10:09 PM passed with a motion by Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes and a 
second by Mr. Leonard Lockhart.  

9 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Ms. Yvette Ali            Yes
Ms. Nuchette Black-Burke  Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Ms. Michaela Fissel       Yes
Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Mr. Richard O'Reilly      Yes
Mr. Paul Panos            Yes
Ms. Melissa Rizzo Holmes  Yes
Ms. Cristina Santos       Yes

_____________________________________
Richard T. O’Reilly, Secretary
Windsor Board of Education
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