
Tax Request Hearing - will follow Budget Hearing
Wednesday, September 28, 2022 8:00 PM
Board Room, 1301 Centennial Avenue, Utica, NE 68456-0187

Mark Avery:   Present   

Bryce Borchers:   Present   

Doug Cast:   Present   

Jodi Cast:   Present   

Jason Richters:   Present   

Doug Tonniges:   Absent   

1. MEETING CALL TO ORDER Speaker(s): CHR. 
RICHTERS

1.1. Reading of Public Meeting Notice Speaker(s): CHR. 
RICHTERS

1.2. Open Meetings Act Speaker(s): CHR. 
RICHTERS

1.3. Roll Call Speaker(s): CHR. 
RICHTERS

2. Community input and discussion regarding 
support, opposition, criticism, suggestions, or 
observations of taxpayers relating to the 
proposed tax requests for the 2022-2023 school 
fiscal year (General Fund, Bond Fund, and Special 
Building Fund)

Speaker(s): CHR. 
RICHTERS

3. ADJOURNMENT
Action(s):
Motion to adjourn. This motion, made by Mark 
Avery and seconded by Bryce Borchers, Passed.
Voting Detail:
Mark Avery:   Yea   

Bryce 
Borchers:   Yea   

Doug Cast:   Yea   

Jodi Cast:   Yea   

Jason 
Richters:   Yea   

Doug Tonniges: 
  Absent   

Voting Summary: Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

Speaker(s): CHR. 
RICHTERS

_____________________________________
Board Secretary



Notice of Special Hearing To Set Final Tax Request
Centennial Public School (80-0567) in Seward County, Nebraska

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given, in compliance with the provisions of State Statute Section 77-1632, that the governing body will meet on the 28 day of, September 2022 at 8:00 o'clock PM, at Centennial Board 
of Education Meeting Room for the purpose of hearing support, opposition, criticism, suggestions or observations of taxpayers relating to setting the final tax request.

2021-2022 2022-2023 Change
Property Valuations ( 1,505,870,533)                      ( 1,560,642,235)                        4%

2021-2022  Budget Information 2022-2023 Budget Information

Fund
2021-2022

Operating Budget

2021-2022
Property Tax

 Request
2021

Tax Rate

Property Tax Rate
(2021-2022 Request

Divided By
2022 Valuation)

2022-2023
Operating Budget

2022-2023
Proposed Property

Tax Request

Proposed
2022

Tax Rate

Change 
in Tax 
Rate

Change in 
Operating 

Budget

General Fund ( 9,567,841.00)                   ( 7,129,911.00)                     0.473474 0.456857 ( 10,168,740.00)           ( 7,799,185.00)                         0.499742 6% 6%

Bond Fund(s) K - 12 ( 939,683.00)                      ( 819,773.00)                        0.054438 0.052528 ( 1,025,650.00)             ( 813,094.00)                            0.052100 -4% 9%

Special Building Fund ( 784,353.00)                      ( 550,000.00)                        0.036524 0.035242 ( 819,835.00)                ( 608,649.00)                            0.039000 7% 5%

Total ( 11,291,877.00)                 ( 8,499,684.00)                     0.564437 0.544627 ( 12,014,225.00)           ( 9,220,928.00)                         0.590842 5% 6%



Centennial Public Schools 
Budget Work Session 2022-2023

Communities United for a Brighter Tomorrow. 

Empower, Challenge, and Support Every Student Every Day. 

   



GOALS FOR THE EVENING

1. Describe our past and present financial situation along 
with some comparable data.

2. Describe the effect this proposed budget would have on 
local property taxes.

3. Receive feedback from Board Members on any 
proposed changes



BUDGET PROCESS

• Fiscal Year for Schools – Sept. 1 to Aug. 31
• Budget must be adopted and submitted to the 
state by September 30th.

• The discussion we have tonight does not 
constitute a hearing, and no action will be 
taken on the budget. 

• September 28th-we will have our budget and 
tax asking hearing.



School Finance - Funds

• General Fund
• Bond Fund
• Special Building Fund

• Activities, School Nutrition, Depreciation, Employee 
Benefit



STATE SUPPORT FOR EDUCATION

• We are a non equalized school district.  In other 
words, we receive very little state formula aid.  We 
do still receive state/federal dollars however. 
• Special Education, Grants, Programs, Title One, ESSER

• TEEOSA was set up to level the playing field in terms 
of tax levies--there are still obvious discrepancies.

• Bottom line-Our needs do not outweigh our 
resources in the TEEOSA formula. 

• $77,262 - Last Year
• $89,062 - This Year



LB 644 - Postcard Bill Review

• A postcard detailing the impact of tax changes by 
local entities will be sent out for every parcel of 
land. 
• Seward County will have the state office print the cards

• Sept. 26th Countywide Property Tax Request 
Hearing - Harvest Hall in Seward 6:30pm



Important Dates

• August 8th & 29th Budget Worksessions
• August 30th - Information to County Clerk
• September 21st - Postcard deadline for the County
• September 26th - Countywide Meeting
• September 28th - BOE Hearing and Meetings
• September 30th - Turn in Budget to state and local 

entities



Other Information 

• NDE Budget 
• Budget Authority- The total amount of funds that 

can be budget and or expended.   $6,924,149
• Access to prior year’s unused budget authority- 2% 

of the prior years adjusted general fund 
expenditures or prior year’s unused budget 
authority. - $0



Comparisons and General Fund Cash 
Reserve



DATA COMPARISONS TO THE 10 LARGER AND 10 
SMALLER SCHOOLS



Neighboring Districts Comparison



Cash Reserve General Fund

• 45%- General Fund 
• Goal is 2-3 months of reserve at our lowest month
• $758,000 a month on average in spending last year 

(Including 22-23 Insurance Premium)
• Estimate about $1,944,489 at the end of this school year 

(ESSER Reimbursement Pending)



GENERAL FUND MONTHLY CASH –HISTORY



2022-2023 Budgeting



PROPOSED BUDGET OF EXPENDITURES
• The vast majority of the increases are increased 

staffing costs
• In the proposed budget, we have budgeted for:

• New Guidance Counselor & Preschool Teacher
• Salary Increases - New Activities
• DERA Bus Purchase
• Insurance Premium Increase
• ESSER Spending

Expenditure Comparison

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1r1GZ427VAlD1IpjwMfw9QRyVFTt9-JFsIbZ-HHTUDFI/edit?usp=sharing


OTHER FUNDS



BOND FUND
  

• For 2022-23 I’m asking for $813,094 we will get ($805,000) in property 
taxes and our payments will be $797,650.  The bond levy would be 
decreased slightly a the current valuation estimate. The tax asking will 
be $6,642 less than last year.

•





SPECIAL BUILDING FUND
• Last year we levied 3.6 cents in the special building fund for a 

tax asking of $550,000   
• Summer Project List 
• 3.9 cents would produce ($608,649)
• Each penny on the levy is estimated

 To be : $154,910
• BF Plan total :   $597,250



PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX IMPACT FOR 
ALL TAXABLE FUNDS

Excel Spreadsheet



Proposed Budget



Questions and/or Comments?

-The information we have discussed tonight will be 
sent to the counties to print the postcards. 
-I will attend the countywide meeting with the other 
Seward County Schools and government entities.
-We will meet again September 28th to consider the 
budget and tax asking. 
-September 30th- Budget information is due to state 
and local entities. 



SUMMARY
• General Fund – We need to continue to stay slightly ahead 

of our spending to make progress building our reserves. 
• Bond Fund  – Remain essentially unchanged (Slight 

Decrease)
• Special Building Fund: I have it listed as 3.9 cents at this 

time for our discussion



QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

• Again, this is a proposal.  If you want 
clarification or if you want to recommend 
changes, now is the time to do so.  I want to 
know what your support is before the end of 
August, rather than wait until our September 
28th board meeting to find out we disagree. 

• Again:  $.01 levy = $156,642,235 in terms of 
property taxes requested.  



Receipts and Expenses as of 8/24/2022

• Total Receipts -$8,890,892
• Before Bills Tonight: Total Disbursements - $8,848,726
• Bills and Transfers from 8/29/22 - $216,655 

• New Total Would Be: $9,065,381
• GMS yet to be reimbursed: 

• IDEA - $145,805, EC- $28,657, ESSA-$127,918, 
CARES-$20,292

• Total $322,672



PROPERTY TAX HISTORY

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1HmCxxkxgAWoAr4_kpibtG7rYgP8wZIUlL4TLm_qjZRs/edit?usp=sharing


GENERAL FUND DISCUSSION

All Salaries, Insurance, FICA, Retirement-$6,251,907
All Salaries, Insurance, FICA, Retirement-$6,523,812
• Increase of $271,905
• Bus purchase $98,000
• Fuel Increase $16,000
• Sub Increase $29,000
• Property Insurance Premium Increased by $40,000 This Year
• $454,905
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