
Board of Education Regular Meeting 

School District of Seward

410 South Street

Seward, NE  68434

Monday, April 11, 2022 7:00 PM

 

 

Attendance Taken at 7:02 PM. 

Paul Duer:   Present   

Jill Hochstein:   Present   

Jana Hughes:   Present   

Ryne Seaman:   Present   

Danielle Shipley:   Absent   

Shawn Svoboda:   Present   

 

1. Preliminary Procedures

1.1. Call meeting to order & announce Open Meetings Act is Posted

1.2. Public Notice as publicized per board policy

The public notice was publicized in the Seward County Independent and posted at city hall, 
library and courthouse.  The public notice was dated April 6, 2022.

 



1.3. Roll Call

1.3.1. Action to excuse board members if necessary

Motion to excuse Danielle Shipley from tonights meeting Passed with a motion by Jill 
Hochstein and a second by Paul Duer.

Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein: Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Ryne Seaman: Yea, Shawn 
Svoboda: Yea

1.4. Pledge of Allegiance

1.5. 1.5 Mission      The school district of Seward--where every student, every day is a 
success--affirms that all students will have the skills to become productive and 
contributing members of a global community.  In cooperation with family and 
community members, the district is committed to the development of each student 
academically, emotionally, socially, and physically.

1.6. Approval of Agenda

Motion to approve the agenda as presented Passed with a motion by Paul Duer and a second 
by Shawn Svoboda.

Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein: Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Ryne Seaman: Yea, Shawn 
Svoboda: Yea

2. Public Forum: (The Board President reserves the right to place time limits on individuals and 
topics.)

2.1. Public Forum on Agenda Items: This is your opportunity to speak to items on the agenda. 
If you are not a part of the presentation of the agenda item you need to speak now. Thank 
you for your participation.

There was none.

2.2. Public Forum on Any Topic: This is your opportunity to speak to any topic concerning 
the school district. Since it is not an agenda item the board cannot discuss or take action at 
this time on the matter. Future discussion can be requested as an agenda item. Thank you for 
your participation.

There was none.

3. Reports

3.1. Administrator Reports

Written reports were received from the administrators.

3.2. Student Board Report 



Alivia Hartman presented her report to the board.

3.3. Superintendent's Report 

Dr. Fields updated the board on legislative issues, elementary art position and our graduation 
is scheduled for May 15, 2022 at 2:00 p.m.

4. Discussion Items

4.1. Food Service RFP Update 

Dr. Dominy updated the board on the food service RFP.

4.2. ESSER III Update 

Dr. Fields updated the board on ESSERIII funds and what we have spent so far.

5. Old Business

6. New Business

7. Personnel 

7.1. Teacher Resignations 

Motion to accept the resignation of Kendra Scheiber at the end of the 2021-2022 school year. 
Passed with a motion by Jana Hughes and a second by Paul Duer.

Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein: Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Ryne Seaman: Yea, Shawn 
Svoboda: Yea

7.2. First Grade Teacher 

Motion to approve the teaching contract for Jill Olson for the 2022-2023 school year Passed 
with a motion by Paul Duer and a second by Jill Hochstein.

Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein: Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Ryne Seaman: Yea, Shawn 
Svoboda: Yea

7.3. Second Grade Teacher 

Motion to approve the teaching contract for Shanae Hentzen for the 2022-2023 school year. 
Passed with a motion by Jill Hochstein and a second by Jana Hughes.

Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein: Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Ryne Seaman: Yea, Shawn 
Svoboda: Yea

8. Future Agenda Items



Classified staff
 

9. Consent Agenda

9.1. Approval of Minutes

9.2. Approval of Financial Reports

9.2.1. Treasurer

9.2.2. Budget

9.2.3. Activities

9.2.4. Athletic

9.3. Approval of Claims

9.3.1. General Fund

9.4. Out of State Travel

9.5. Approval of Consent Agenda

Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented Passed with a motion by Paul Duer and a 
second by Jill Hochstein.

Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein: Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Ryne Seaman: Yea, Shawn 
Svoboda: Yea

10. Adjournment

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:49 PM with the next study session and regular board 
meeting scheduled for Monday, May 9 at 5:30 and 7:00 PM Passed with a motion by Jana 
Hughes and a second by Shawn Svoboda.

Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein: Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Ryne Seaman: Yea, Shawn 
Svoboda: Yea

































Seward High Bluejay Leadership Team Report
April 2021

Alivia Hartmann

Prom is coming up and the theme this year is “Dripping in Luxury.”  Students are

really excited and are making plans for this event on April 30th.

FBLA held their annual dodgeball tournament. 5 teams attended with the winning

team being the “Tiki” team defeating in a sudden death round.

With state competitions and all practices, no fundraisers are going on at this

moment but at the end of the school year, fun events will be planned for then.

Extracurriculars
● Baseball- The boys baseball record is currently 3-7. Their latest game was in

Adams Central and a triangular at Lincoln Christian last weekend .

● Soccer- The girls next soccer game is on April 19th in Aurora and the boys latest

game was last Thursday where they The girls soccer record is 3-5 and the

boys is 0-6.

● Golf- 20 boys are going out for golf this year. Their latest meet was on Thursday

in Pioneer Park …

● Show Choir - Show Choirs last competition was in Norfolk at the end of the

month where they finished their season with a first place award. They got “Best

Newcomer” at their Northeast competition, and 6th at Wahoo. Auditions for new

members will be starting soon and they plan on performing at the last choir

concert in May.

● FFA - State FFA was Wednesday through Thursday last week. 9 teams went

along. The parliamentary procedure team went as well, including Natalie Keller

and Faith Winkelmann performing their individual speeches. Students will be

receiving their state degrees soon. Plant sales are going to be at the end of April

and the yearly FFA banquet will be on April 21st.

● FCCLA- Our FCCLA club went to the state conference from Sunday to Tuesday

last week where there were 5 national qualifiers, 2 middle schoolers and 3 high



schoolers.  Right now they are writing letters and being pen pals to residents in

the nursing homes and are collecting pop tabs to the Ronald McDonald house.

● FBLA- State FBLA is held in Kearney this year. It starts today and ends on

Wednesday of this week.

● Skills- State conference for Skills USA was last week from Thursday till Saturday

in Grand Island. Elections for chapter officers will be held this week to get ready

for next year's fun.



 

 
NASB Monthly Update for Board Meeting Agenda Item 

April 2022 

Watch: April Agenda Video Update 
http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/news-resources/videos   

While you’re there … WATCH: Don’t Ever Stop  

 

 

Latest ‘Board Notes’ – Monthly Newsletters 
(www.NASBonline.org - News & Resources - Board Notes) 

• LR 335 - Encourage Postsecondary Ed to Adopt the Seventy Percent Attainment Goal 
• Annual NASB Member Golf Outing 
• At The Board Table: Engaging the Non-Incumbent Board Candidate  
• Make Your Meetings Matter 
• Rely on NASB’s Natural Gas Programs 
• Improving the Overall Process ... 
• Upcoming Events & Networking 
• Your NASB Board of Directors & Staff 
• Your 2022 NASB Affiliates  
• ... And Much More! 

 

 

“NASB Update – Annual Board Calendar Summary” 
View the full detailed calendar at: http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/resources 

(www.NASBonline.org – Board Leadership – Resources) 
 

As a board, some items you should doing, or have on the monthly agenda include: 

MISSION, VISION & GOALS  
• Strategic Plan Update; District Goals Update 

 
POLICY GOVERNANCE 

• Review Student Handbooks and relative policies; review, update, and adopt policies Review, update, and 
adopt policy 

 
ACCOUNTABILITY & STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT  

• Review ELL Program 



 

• Academic Content Standards; school district; duties. Review district adopted measurable quality academic 
content standards in the subject areas of reading, writing, mathematics, science, and social studies.  Note: 
The standards may be equal to or exceed in rigor, the measurable academic content standards adopted 
by the state board and shall cover at least the same grade levels.  

 
ADVOCACY 

• Review 2022 Legislative Calendar, discuss NASB Legislative Updates and Legislative Committee Report 
Consider Senator outreach and/or visit Capitol   

 
DISTRICT/ESU RESOURCES [BUDGET]  

• Board Finance Committee Report 
• Review all Grants [Current grant status, term, purpose, value received, and proposed grant applications.] 

 
REPORTS 

• Remind board members to review their NASB Awards of Achievement points report.   
• Board Committees; Superintendent; Administrators 

 
STAFF 

• Certified Staff Non-Renewal, RIF, and Termination Notices; Due April 15 
• Certificated Employee of ESU Non-Renewal, Termination, Amendment Notices; Due April 15 

 
BOARD LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT  

• NASB Open Meetings Law and Board Meeting Workshops 
• Review and discuss Board Governance Standard II.  Policy Governance 

 
FOUNDATION FILING DEADLINE  
School Board will Review the Annual Foundation Board Filing Forms. Original tax deadline for exempt 
organizations (Form 990): On or before May 16. Extension tax deadline for exempt organizations: November 15 
(must complete IRS Form 8868 Application for Automatic Extension of Time to File an Exempt Organization 
Return. Foundation Boards – Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ), Public Charity Status and Public Support. Form 990 
is not complete without fully completing Parts I through XI and a proper signature in Part II, Signature Block. An 
officer of the organization must sign the return. This signature must come from the Superintendent if the 
foundation does not have a designated tax officer.  Schedule B Parts I and II must also be completed if 
contributions totaling $5,000 or more (in money or property) were recognized from any one contributor. 
 

 
NASB’s Video Resources:  

http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/news-resources/videos 
(www.NASBonline.org – News & Resources – Videos) 

 
Legal Resources, NASB’s Live & Learn Series, Member Zoom’s, Q&A’s with the Governor and Commissioner 

Blomstedt, EHA Updates, Advocacy breakdowns, Monthly Board Agendas, and MUCH more! 

 

 

Networking & Events … Register Now 
http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/events 

(www.NASBonline.org – Events) 



 

Make Your Meetings Matter:  
Building Effective Board Meetings for Your District & Community 

April 7 - West Point 
April 12 - Gering 

April 13 - Kearney 
 

ALICAP Summer Workshops 
June 7 - Gering 

June 8 - Kearney 
June 9 - Lincoln 

 
2022 NASB Board Candidate Webinars 

Tuesday, June 7 - 7:00 to 8:30 PM CT 
Thursday, June 9 - 12:00 to 1:30 PM CT 

Wednesday, June 15 - 12:00 to 1:30 PM CT 
Wednesday, July 13 - 7:00 to 8:30 PM CT 

Wednesday, September 14 - 7:00 to 8:30 PM CT 
Wednesday, October 5 - 12:00 to 1:30 PM CT 

 
NASB Golf Outing  

June 22 – Kearney Country Club 
 

School Leaders & Law Conference 
June 22-23 - Kearney 

 
NASB Orientation 
July 20 – Lincoln 

 
Area Membership Meetings  

August - September 
 

 
NASB Member Zooms  

http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/nasb-member-zooms  
(www.NASBonline.org – Events – NASB Member Zooms) 

• Previous Member Zooms Available to Watch Include: 
o NASB Member Zoom with UNMC  
o Tough Times & Tough Meetings: The Board’s Role in Navigating Hot Button Issues 
o NASB Member Zoom w/ UNMC – Back to School Guidance, Decoupling, Infection Rates Among 

Children, Myths, & Q&A 
o NASB Member Zoom w/ NDE – The Local Board’s Role in ESSER Investments 
o NASB Member Zoom w/ Commissioner Blomstedt & Dr. Jeffrey Gold of UNMC 
o NASB Member Zoom w/ Bryce Wilson of NDE – Cares Act Funds Q&A for School Boards  
o And More …  

 

 

Advocacy/2021-22 Legislative Session 



 

http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/government-relations 
(www.NASBonline.org – Government Relations) 

• The 2022 legislative session began Wednesday, January 5 and wraps up April 20.  Keep tabs with all things 
pertinent to your school at NASB’s Govt Relations pages.   

 

Follow NASB on twitter at www.twitter.com/NASBonline using the hashtag #liveNASB  
and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/NASBonline  

Watch all of the NASB videos at http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/news-resources/videos 
(www.NASBonline.org – News & Resources – Videos) 

 
To see a quick glimpse at the various items the NASB is involved in, check out pages 10 & 11 each month in the 

Board Notes newsletter for “This Month In …”  To access the latest newsletter, click here: 
http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/news-resources/board-notes 

(www.NASBonline.org - News & Resources - Board Notes) 



ONE HUNDRED SEVENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION - 2021
COMMITTEE STATEMENT

LB644
 
 
Hearing Date: Wednesday February 10, 2021
Committee On: Revenue
Introducer: Hansen, B.
One Liner: Adopt the Property Tax Request Act
 
 
Roll Call Vote - Final Committee Action:
          Advanced to General File with amendment(s)
 
 
Vote Results:
          Aye: 7 Senators Albrecht, Briese, Flood, Friesen, Lindstrom, Linehan, Pahls
          Nay:   
          Absent:   
          Present Not Voting: 1 Senator Bostar
 
 

Oral Testimony:
Proponents: Representing: 
Senator Ben Hansen Introducer
Jessica Shelburn Americans for Prosperity - Nebraska
Sarah Curry Platte Institute
 
Opponents: Representing: 
Lynn Rex League of Nebraska Municipalities
Jon Cannon NACO
Colby Coash NASB, NRCSA, NCSA, GNSA
 
Neutral: Representing: 
 
 

Submitted Written Testimony:
Proponents: Representing: 
Bob Hallstrom Nebraska Bankers Association, National Federation of

Independent Business
Ron Sedlacek Nebraska Chamber of Commerce
 
Opponents: Representing: 
Matt Schaefer Eastern Nebraska Development Council
Greg Adams Nebraska Community College Association
Rick Vest Lancaster County Board of Commissioners
 
Neutral: Representing: 
Connie Knoche OpenSky Policy Institute
 
 

Committee Statement: LB644
Revenue Committee

Page 1



Summary of purpose and/or changes:
LB644 creates the Property Tax Request Act.  For purposes of the Property Tax Request Act, political subdivision is defined
to mean any county, city, village, school district, learning community, sanitary improvement district, natural resource district,
educational service unit, or community college.  

Property tax request means the total amount of property taxes requested to be raised for a political subdivision through the
tax levy set by the county board of equalization.  

The resolution or ordinance setting a property tax request shall be forwarded to the county clerk on or before October 15. 
The current deadline in on or before October 13.  The county board of equalization shall certify levies by October 20.  The
current deadline is October 15. 
 
The Property Tax Request Act provides a political subdivision may set its property tax request at an amount that exceeds
the prior year's property tax request if a public hearing is held and notice of hearing is provided to all affected property
taxpayers; and the governing body passes a resolution or ordinance.  

Each political subdivision within a county wishing to request more property tax dollars than requested in the prior year shall
participate in a joint public hearing.  The only items on the agenda for a joint public hearing will be a discussion and action
on each political subdivision's intent to approve a request for more tax dollars.  

The joint hearing will be held after 6:00 p.m. on or after August 20 (the date valuations are certified) and prior to September
20 (the deadline to file a budget document with the Auditor of Public Accounts).
  
Each political subdivision participating in the joint public hearing will give a brief presentation on its intent to request to
approve a property tax request that is higher than the prior year's property tax request.  The Property Tax Request Act
requires the following items to be included in the presentation by a political subdivision:  

- The name of the political subdivision.
- The amount of the property tax request. 
- The percentage difference in the total assessed value of property.  
- The tax rate which would levy the same amount of property taxes per $100 of assessed value as  the prior year,  when 
multiplied  by  the  new  total assessed  value  of property.  
- The (name of political subdivision) proposes to adopt a property tax  request  that  will  cause  its  tax  rate  to  be  $XXX
per $100 of assessed value.
- The percentage the total operating budget of (name of political subdivision) will exceed last year's total operating budget.  
- The name, phone number and email address of the political subdivision to obtain more information regarding the increase
in the property tax request.  

Interested parties will be given the opportunity to give oral testimony at the joint public hearing within a reasonable time limit
that shall be no less than 3 minutes.  There is no restriction on the numbers of individuals allowed to testify.  

Notice of the joint public hearing shall be provided by sending a postcard to all affected property taxpayers and by posting
notice of the hearing on the main page of the relevant county's website. The postcard shall be sent to the name and address
to which the property tax statement is mailed.

The postcard will include the following information:  

The notice of the joint public hearing shall include the date, time and location for the public hearing, a listing of and contact
information of each political subdivision participating in the joint public hearing and the amount of each participating political

Committee Statement: LB644
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subdivision's property tax request.  
 
With respect to each participating political subdivision, the postcard notice will also contain the following information: 
 
NOTICE OF PROPOSED TAX INCREASE

(NAME OF POLITICAL SUBDIVISION) 

- The amount of the proposed property tax request. 
- The percentage difference in the total assessed value of property.  
- The tax rate which would levy the same amount of property taxes per $100 of assessed value as  the prior year,  when 
multiplied  by  the  new  total assessed  value  of property.  
- The (name of political subdivision) proposes to adopt a property tax  request  that  will  cause  its  tax  rate  to  be  $XXX
per $100 of assessed value.
- The percentage the total operating budget of (name of political subdivision) will exceed last year's total operating budget.  

The county shall mail the postcards. The cost of mailing the postcards shall be divided among the political subdivisions
participating in the joint public hearing. 

The resolution or ordinance setting a political subdivision's property tax request at an amount that exceeds its prior year's
property tax request shall include, but not be limited to the following information:  

- The name of the political subdivision. 
- The amount of the property tax request. 
- The percentage difference in the total assessed value of property.  
- The tax rate which would levy the same amount of property taxes per $100 of assessed value as  the prior year,  when 
multiplied  by  the  new  total assessed  value  of property.  
- The (name of political subdivision) proposes to adopt a property tax  request  that  will  cause  its  tax  rate  to  be  $XXX
per $100 of assessed value.
- The percentage the total operating budget of (name of political subdivision) will exceed last year's total operating budget.  
- The record vote of the governing body in passing the resolution or ordinance.    

LB644 has an operative date of January 1, 2022.  
 
 
Explanation of amendments:
Committee Amendment 755 changes the political subdivisions that are affected by this bill to be:  a county, city, school
district, or community college.
  
If the political subdivision includes area in more than one county, the county in which the principal headquarters are located
will the location of the joint public hearing.  

The information required to be published on the postcard that is mailed to all affected property taxpayers found in Section 4
will now require the date, time and location for the joint public hearing, a listing of each political subdivision that will be
participating in the joint public hearing, a telephone number for each political subdivision and the amount of each
participating political subdivision's property tax request.  

Additional information on the postcard will be the name of the county that will be holding the joint public hearing, the parcel
number and the name and address of the property owner, the prior year and the current year assessed valuation, the
amount of property taxes due in the prior year and the amount of property taxes due for the current year and the change in
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the amount of property taxes due.  

The due date for filing the budget with the Auditor of Public Accounts for all political subdivisions is moved to September 27. 

The operative date remains as January 1, 2022.  

 

Lou Ann Linehan, Chairperson
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