
Board of Education Regular Meeting 

School District of Seward

410 South Street

Seward, NE  68434

Monday, March 9, 2020 7:00 PM

 

 

Attendance Taken at 7:00 PM. 

Paul Duer:   Present   

Jill Hochstein:   Present   

Jana Hughes:   Present   

Jerry Rumery:   Present   

Ryne Seaman:   Absent   

Danielle Shipley:   Present   

 

1. Preliminary Procedures

1. Call meeting to order & announce Open Meetings Act is Posted

2. Public Notice as publicized per board policy

3. Roll Call

1. Action to excuse board members if necessary

Motion to excuse Ryne Seaman from tonight's meeting Passed with a motion by Paul Duer 
and a second by Jill Hochstein.



Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein: Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Jerry Rumery: Yea, Danielle 
Shipley: Yea

4. Pledge of Allegiance

5. 1.5 Mission      The school district of Seward--where every student, every day is a 
success--affirms that all students will have the skills to become productive and 
contributing members of a global community.  In cooperation with family and 
community members, the district is committed to the development of each student 
academically, emotionally, socially, and physically.

6. Approval of Agenda

Motion to approve the agenda as presented Passed with a motion by Paul Duer and a second 
by Danielle Shipley.

Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein: Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Jerry Rumery: Yea, Danielle 
Shipley: Yea

2. Public Forum: (The Board President reserves the right to place time limits on individuals and 
topics.)

1. Public Forum on Agenda Items: This is your opportunity to speak to items on the agenda. If 
you are not a part of the presentation of the agenda item you need to speak now. Thank you 
for your participation.

There was none.

2. Public Forum on Any Topic: This is your opportunity to speak to any topic concerning the 
school district. Since it is not an agenda item the board cannot discuss or take action at this 
time on the matter. Future discussion can be requested as an agenda item. Thank you for 
your participation.

There was none.

3. Reports

1. Administrator Reports

Written reports were received from the administrators.

2. Student Board Report 

Emily O'Keif presented her report to the board.

3. Superintendent's Report 

Dr. Fields updated the board on legislative issues, York/Seward Manufacturing 
Committee,  A.L.I.C.E. training for staff, and Seward Police have badges for the 



schools.  Kindergarten numbers were discussed for the upcoming school year.  Dr. Fields 
and Ryne Seaman attended a TIF meeting last Monday with senators and last Wednesday 
with city officials.  

4. Multicultural Report

Dr. Dominy discussed the multicultural report.

5. Employee Assistance Program 

Dr. Fields presented info to the board about usage of the employees assistance program that 
we started this year.

4. Discussion Items

1. ReVision Grant Update 

Dr. Dominy updated the board on the ReVision Grant meetings.  We looked at what our 
goals would be, what our Perkins money would be spent on and what our Perkins goals 
would be.  

2. COVID-19

Dr. Fields discussed COVID-19 and what Seward Schools is looking at doing.

5. Old Business

6. New Business

1. Carpet Bid for High School Math Wing 

Motion to accept the bid of $16,687 from Midwest Floor Covering Inc. Passed with a motion 
by Paul Duer and a second by Jana Hughes.

Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein: Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Jerry Rumery: Yea, Danielle 
Shipley: Yea

2. Door Bid for Seward High School 

Motion to accept the bid of $61,300 from M&O door company for Seward High School. 
Passed with a motion by Jana Hughes and a second by Paul Duer.

Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein: Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Jerry Rumery: Yea, Danielle 
Shipley: Yea

3. Recognize SEA for the 2020-2021 School Year 



Motion to approve the Seward Education Association as the sole collective bargaining agent 
for teachers for the 2021-2022 contract year Passed with a motion by Paul Duer and a second 
by Jill Hochstein.

Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein: Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Jerry Rumery: Yea, Danielle 
Shipley: Yea

7. Personnel 

1. Resignation of Craig Frederick 

Motion to accept the resignation of Craig Frederick at the end of the 2019-2020 school year. 
Passed with a motion by Jana Hughes and a second by Danielle Shipley.

Jill Hochstein: Nay, Paul Duer: Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Jerry Rumery: Yea, Danielle 
Shipley: Yea

2. Resignation of Nataha Hibbert 

Motion to accept the resignation of Natasha Hibbert at the end of the 2019-2020 school year 
Passed with a motion by Danielle Shipley and a second by Jill Hochstein.

Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein: Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Jerry Rumery: Yea, Danielle 
Shipley: Yea

3. Middle School Band 

Motion to offer teaching contract for middle school band to Brandon Watson for the 2020-
2021 school year. Passed with a motion by Paul Duer and a second by Jana Hughes.

Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein: Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Jerry Rumery: Yea, Danielle 
Shipley: Yea

4. Elementary Special Education Teacher 

Motion to offer teaching contract to Karen Butcher for the 2020-2021 school year Passed 
with a motion by Danielle Shipley and a second by Jill Hochstein.

Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein: Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Jerry Rumery: Yea, Danielle 
Shipley: Yea

8. Future Agenda Items

Clark Enersen bids
Random Drug & Alcohol testing for activities
 

9. Consent Agenda



1. Approval of Minutes

2. Approval of Financial Reports

1. Treasurer

2. Budget

3. Activities

4. Athletic

3. Approval of Claims

1. General Fund

2. Special Building Fund

4. Approval of Consent Agenda

Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented Passed with a motion by Jill Hochstein 
and a second by Paul Duer.

Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein: Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Jerry Rumery: Yea, Danielle 
Shipley: Yea

10. Adjournment

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:33 PM with the next study session and regular board 
meeting scheduled for Monday, April 13 at 5:30 and 7:00 PM Passed with a motion by Jana 
Hughes and a second by Jill Hochstein.

Paul Duer: Yea, Jill Hochstein: Yea, Jana Hughes: Yea, Jerry Rumery: Yea, Danielle 
Shipley: Yea





























Emily O’Kief  
3-2-2020 

 
March Board Report 

February was filled with a number of accomplishments, but as a new season of learning 

and athletics begins, we hope to see similar results in March. 

Spring Athletics 

A number of new sports began to practice on Monday, March 2nd and we hope to see 

some success this year.  I was able to gain some information about a few of the new 

teams. 

Girls Soccer 

This year the girl’s soccer team is composed of 38 members, 14 of whom are seniors. 

This creates a couple of problems regarding JV and Varsity playing time.  11 players 

are allowed on the field at a time, and seniors typically don’t play JV, so this might result 

in the cutting of athletes in order to shrink the team to its desired size.  Hopefully, we 

are able to develop a competitive team this season, seeing as we have had little 

successes in the past.  

Baseball 

The baseball team this year had 37 boys come out this year.  Last year, the team had 

some success. Seward was B- 4 Districts Champions earning them a spot at the State 

Championship in Omaha.  The team lost 9 seniors this past year, so hopefully, the can 

recover from that loss and come back even stronger.  

 

 



Musical 

Seward High is presenting the musical ​Bye Bye Birdie​ this year for its annual spring 

musical.  Students began the audition process at the start of the semester and are 

putting some finishing touches on the show.  The musical is set in the 1950s and is 

inspired by the famous performer Elvis Presley and his draft notice in 1957.  The 

musical will be performed on March 20 at 7:00 PM, March 21 at 7:00 PM, and March 22 

at 2:00 PM. Come out the talented actors! 

 

Furniture Update 

Seward High School is eagerly awaiting the arrival of the lobby furniture, which should 

be arriving on March 9.  The installation company has put aside two days in order to 

bring and set up the furniture, so hopefully, by the time our March meeting takes place, 

we are able to report on our newly furnished lobbies! 

 

Big Deal Day 

Students all throughout the high are preparing for the annual statewide ACT 

assessment for juniors, also known at SHS as Big Deal Day.  On April 3rd, the juniors 

will take the ACT, the freshmen will visit the Ag Pavilion for some career exploration, the 

sophomores will take the ASVAB and receive a tour of Concordia, and the seniors have 

the opportunity to complete their community scholarship interview.  Throughout March 

preparation has been put in place. On March 20th, the class of 2021 will spend their day 



visiting different classrooms and receiving information on the various sections of the 

ACT. We hope to increase the average even more with the class of 2021.  



	

	

	

NASB	Monthly	Update	for	Board	Meetings	-	Agenda	Item:			
MARCH	2020	

“NASB	Update”	

As	a	board,	some	items	to	be	focused	on	during	March	include:	

• Monitor	progress	of	district	goals,	link	goals	to	discussion	and	action	items		
• Strategic	Plan	Progress	Report		
• Conduct	a	Board/Administrators	Budget	Work	Session		
• Review	School	Improvement	Plan		
• Review	Alternative	Education	Program		
• Review	Student	Attendance	Policy	
• On	or	before	March	25	(or	within	25	days	after	certification	of	amounts,	whichever	occurs	last	in	time),	

negotiations,	mediation,	and	fact-finding	shall	end.	If	no	agreement	is	reached	by	this	date,	either	
party	may,	within	fourteen	days	after	such	date,	file	a	petition	with	the	commission.		

	
A	Video	Message	from	your	Region	10	Director,	Paul	Brune:	

• https://vimeo.com/393792563		

	
Networking	&	Events:	

• http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/events	
• Registration	and	more	information	can	be	found	online	or	has	already	been	mailed	out	for	the	below.		

To	register	for	an	NASB	event,	click	on	the	'My	Membership'	link,	then	navigate	to	the	'Events'	
dropdown	and	select	'Register'.		If	you	need	assistance,	please	contact	NASB	at	800-422-4572.	

NASB	Legislative	Lunches	
March	16	in	Holdrege	(12:00	PM),	and	York	(5:30	PM)	

NAEP	State	Convention	
March	31	to	April	1	–	Grand	Island	

NSBA	Annual	Conference	–	April	4-6	in	Chicago		
Mark	your	calendar	for	the	Nebraska	Reception	–	Saturday,	April	4	–	Details	to	come!	

Brain	Science	Workshops	
April	21	in	Wayne;	April	22	in	Beatrice;	April	28	in	McCook;	April	29	in	Alliance;	&	April	30	in	Grand	Island	

	
Advocacy/2020	Legislative	Session:	
	
The	2020	legislative	session	is	now	over	halfway.		Bills	have	all	been	introduced	and	Committee	Hearings	have	



	

	

commenced.		Stay	engaged	during	the	Session	and	follow	along	with	the	bills	NASB	is	tracking	at:	
https://nasb.enviseams.com/legislative-bills	and	through	NASB’s	Legislative	Notes	e-updates.	

A	HUGE	thank	you	to	all	of	the	school	board	members	who	have	been	incredibly	active	in	this	year’s	session	to	
date,	with	your	engagement	both	in	Lincoln	and	at	home.			

Follow	NASB	on	twitter	at	www.twitter.com/NASBonline	using	the	hashtag	#liveNASB		
and	on	facebook	at	www.facebook.com/NASBonline		

To	see	a	quick	glimpse	at	the	various	items	the	NASB	is	involved	in,	check	out	pages	10	&	11	each	month	in	the	
Board	Notes	newsletter	for	“This	Month	In	…”		To	access	the	latest	newsletter,	click	here:		

http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/news-resources/board-notes	

Thanks	for	all	you	do	for	your	board,	your	community	and	the	entire	state	by	serving	public	education	in	
Nebraska.	



 
Regarding 004.01G5, “…An annual status report is provided to the local board of education.” 
Below you will find multicultural activities for the school year 2019-2020 that have dealt with 
“studies relative to the culture, history, and contributions of African Americans, Hispanic 
Americans, Native Americans, Asian Americans and European Americans with special 
emphasis on human relations and sensitivity toward all races.” 
  

Early 
Childhood 
 
August/ 
September 

 
October  
 
 
November 
 
 
 
January 
 
 
 
February 
 
March 
 
 
May 
 
 
All Year 
 

  
  
 
Home visits to connect with families 

  “All About Me” Lessons on acceptance/diversity/our individuality 

 Fire Station Field Trip to build community awareness 

Discussion of family traditions/celebrations of Thanksgiving and make 
some connections to the history of Thanksgiving and Native 
American culture 
 
Second Round Home visits to connect with families;; Grocery store 
field trip to build awareness of community; Martin Luther King, Jr. 
books available in classroom library 
 
Lessons about kindness 
 
St. Patrick’s Day books and activities that connect to Irish 
culture/heritage; Family Night 
 
Lessons and activities exploring Hispanic Heritage relating to Cinco 
De Mayo 
 
**Prepare foods from different cultures for snacks, discussing cultural 
diversity 
 
** Per ECERS requirements, each classroom has multi-cultural play 
materials (food, dolls, puzzles, books) 
 
**Teaching of social/emotional curriculum (Second Step) which 
addresses emotions, problem solving skills, differences in 
perspective. 
 
**Discussions of differing abilities/needs are on-going, students can 
be taught some signs to communicate with others 
 
** All units of study encourage acceptance and diversity, taught with 



the use of literature, art activities and discussion. 
 

  
 

Kindergarten 
 August 
  
 
September 
 
 
October 
  
  
 
 
November 
  
  
 
 
 
December 
  
  
  
 
 
January 
  
 
 
February 
 
 
 
All Year 

  
 ​This is the Way I Go to School books. Discuss how lives change, 
and how children across the world go to school. 

 ​Down the Road book. Involves accepting differences (we use it 
within our apple unit). 

 ​“All About Me” literature unit. ​The Mixed Up Chameleon​ book: 
likenesses and differences. Talk about how we are each different 
and special, including our cultures and heritages; focus on 
accepting differences. 

 ​“The First Thanksgiving” literature unit. Thanksgiving activities and 
books, discuss story of first Thanksgiving with Pilgrims and Native 
Americans Watched a BrainPop Jr. informational video. 
 Family Traditions Unit - We talk about heritage and similarities and 
differences  

 ​“Holidays Around the World” literature unit. Introduced different 
holidays celebrated by different cultures around the world and in 
the United States. Some holidays included: Christmas, Hanukkah, 
Kwanzaa, St.Nicholas Day. Watched a BrainPop Jr. informational 
video 

 ​“Martin Luther King” literature unit. Read books and completed 
activities, include a BrainPop Jr. informational video. Talked about 
fairness, equality, and discrimination. 

 ​“President’s Day” literature unit, including books, activities, and 
BrainPop Jr. informational video. Discussed what led up to 
elections and who was/is able to vote. 
 
*Star of the week  
*Teaching of social/emotional curriculum (Second Step) which 
addresses emotions, problem solving skills, differences in 
perspective. 

 
  



  

1​st​  Grade 
September 
 
 
October 
  
November 
  
 ​December 
 
January 
 
 
 
February  
 
 
 
March 
  
 
May 
  
 All Year 
  

  
  ​“All About Me”  
 Historical Biographies  
 
 Discuss our community and diversity 

 Native Americans-Pilgrims 
 

 ​Christmas traditions around the world and in our community 
 

 Rosa Parks- what she did to stand up for herself-wrote stories 
  ​Martin Luther King, Jr – read stories about their lives and 
contributions, made books 

 Multicultural Fair 

 

​Cinco De Mayo- Traditions of Mexico 
  

 Science, Social Studies, Sharing Discussion 

  

2nd Grade 
August 
 
 
September 
 
 
October 
 
 
November 
 
 
 
December 
 
 
January 

  
Beginning of the year differences 
The Twin Club 

The Strongest One 
 Social studies-Types of homes/communities 

Columbus Day 
Dear Juno,  

Veteran’s Day 
 One Good Turn Deserves Another, Rosa & Blanca,  
 Native Americans & Pilgrims-Social Studies 

 A Weed is a Flower-Story of George W. Carver 
 Social Studies- Traditions Around the World 

 Martin Luther King Jr. Activities 



 
February 
 
 
 
March 
 
April 
 
May  

Multicultural Fair 
 Celebrated Chinese New Year 
President’s Day 
The First Tortilla 

Birthday Basket for Tia 

Just Like Josh Gibson 

 Grace for President 

  

 
  
  



3​rd​ Grade 
August 
September 
 
October 
November 
 
 
 
December 
 
 
 
January 
 
February 
 
 
 
 
 
March 
 
 
April 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 
 
 
  

  
 ​Language Arts Story/Activities ​What About Me? ​(Middle Eastern 
culture) 

  ​Language Arts Story/Activities ​Kumak’s Fish ​ (Inuit culture) 
  ​Language Arts Story/Activities ​My Rows & Piles of Coins ​(African 
culture) 

 

Language Arts Story/Activities ​Pushing Up the Sky ​(Native American 
culture) Veterans’ Day 

Pilgrims, Thanksgiving:  Contribution of Europeans and Native 
Americans 

  ​Language Arts Story/Activities ​A Symphony of Whales ​(Russian 
culture)  

  Recognition of Martin Luther King Day 

  ​Language Arts Story/Activities ​Fly, Eagle, Fly ​(African culture) 
Multicultural Fair by high school students (Various ethnic groups) 
Biography research and presentations of Historical Figures (Wax 
Museum)  

 ​Language Arts Story/Activities ​Suki’s Kimono ​(Japanese culture) 
Language Arts Story/Activities ​I Love Saturdays y Domingos ​(Spanish 
culture) 
Language Arts Story/Activities ​Good-Bye, 382 Shin Dang Dong 
(Korean culture) 
Language Arts Story/Activities ​Jalapeno Bagels ​(Mexican & Jewish 
culture)     Language Arts Story/Activities ​Me and Uncle Romie ​(African 
American culture) 
Language Arts Story/Activities ​Happy Birthday Mr. Kang ​(Chinese 
culture) 
 Field Trip to Homestead National Monument (Native American History) 

 
  
  
 

4th Grade 
August 
 
 
September 
 

 
Lewis & Clark & Me - Native American 
The DINE - Native American 
 
From Spain to America - Hispanic 
Native Americans on the Plains 



 
 
October 
 
 
November 
 
 
December 
 
 
January 
 
 
 
 
 
February 
 
March 
 
 
 
 
April 
 
 
 
May 

Cesar Chavez - Hispanic 
 
Coyote School News - Hispanic 
Equality in American Schools - African American 
 
Adelina’s Whales - Native American Nonfiction 
Black Ensemble theater - African American 
 
En Cantado - Hispanic 
Underground Railroad - Social Studies 
 
Navajo Code Talkers - Native American 
Seeker of Knowledge - Egyptian 
Name cartouche 
Multicultural Fair 
Recognition of MLK Jr. Day 
 
Navajo Code Talkers 
 
Meet the Mayans - Native American 
Lost City - Hispanic 
Let’s Get to know the Incas - Native American 
Pompeii - Egyptian 
 
My Brother Martin - African / American Biography 
The Civil Rights Movement 
We Shall Overcome 
 
The Sauk & Fox - Native American 
Becoming a Melting Pot - Immigrants 
Jim Thorpe’s Great Path - Native American 

 
 

Music K-4 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Songs from different countries and cultures are taught as a regular part 
of the daily curriculum in music class.  Folk songs from England and 
Ireland make up a significant part of our vocal curriculum.  We also do 
folk dances from Russia and Australia. 
  
We also completed a unit of study on the music of Thailand during 
January  Students listened to different kinds of music from Thailand 
(Pop, Classical, Folk, Country, etc.) and compared them to our own 
music.  Each grade level learned to sing at least one song in the Thai 
language and one dance indigenous to Thailand.  Students in 2nd-4th 
Grade learned to play a song on the Thai classical xylophone, or Ranat. 
 



In addition to regular, everyday activities, a particular emphasis is placed 
on music significant to African American History in February.  This year, 
students sang “We Shall Overcome” and “Lift Every Voice”. 
 
Second Grade is performing a concert on March 19 featuring music from 
around the world.  We will perform songs from Israel, Jamaica, Mexico, 
Native American Heritage, Korea, Singapore, and Thailand. 
  

 

Counseling 
K-4 
  
 Health Unit 
  
  
  
  
 All year 

  
 
  
 During our health unit different types of meals are discussed. 
We talk about that although a meal might seem disgusting to us, 
in other countries it is viewed as normal and that we can 
sometimes learn from others about how to eat more healthy. 
 
During guidance class I use basic Spanish words to grow our 
students’ vocabularies. We also discuss that some students 
speak two languages at home and if they don’t know what I just 
said, ask a student who speaks Spanish at home for help. 
 
Each guidance unit has bibliotherapy books that I borrow from 
the school library to support our unit of study. There are books of 
different cultural backgrounds that support our present learning. 

K-4 
Elementary 
Library 

● Students are read books written and illustrated by authors 
and illustrators all around the world on a regular basis. 

● Author studies  
● Black History Month research library project 
● Students are exposed to multiple cultures and traditions 

throughout the school year through read alouds and 
websites. Especially around holidays.  

 
  
  

5​th​ Grade 
 
August 
 
September 
 

  
 
  
 First Americans- Native Americans 
  ​European and Hispanic Explorer’s Unit 

 



 
October 
 
November 
 
 
 
 
 
December 
 
 
 
 
January 
 
 
 
 
February 
 
 
March 
 
 
 April 
 
 
May 

 European Colonization-New Colonies in U.S. 
  ​European Pilgrims-New Colonies 
 New Spain - Hispanic Heritage 
 Satchel Paige-African American 
 Roberto Clemente-African American 
 Ten Mile Day-Chinese immigrants 
 ​At the Beach Abuelito’s Story-Hispanic American 
 Hold the Flag High-African American 
 The Ch’i-lin Purse-Asian American 
 The Story of Phan Ku-Asian American 
 A Summer’s Trade-Native American 
 

 ​Southern Colonies-Plantations and African Slave Issues 
 Follow the Drinking Gourd-underground railroad 
 French & Indian War-Native American’s role in war 
 
 ​Revolutionary War and the contributions of ethnic groups-African 
Americans to the War effort 

 Mahalia Jackson-African American 

 

 ​ The Stormi Giovanni Club-African American 
  Ghost Towns of the American West- Immigrants, various cultures 
 
 ​Pink and Say-Civil War-African Americans in the Civil War  

  ​Civil War-slavery issues 
  ​Civil War-slavery issues-effects of the war on African Americans 
 Sweet Music in Harlem-African Americans 

 
  
  

6​th​ Grade 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
  ​Mancala game 
  ​Roman, Egyptian math activities 
Each unit has at least one story and one activity emphasizing 
multiculturalism. Within each unit we emphasize tolerance of ideas , 
nationalities, and how the U.S. is a melting pot of all countries. 

  ​Ancient currency of other nations 
  ​Prehistoric People 
  ​Asian American-Generation difference 
  ​Native American coming of age traditions 
  ​Greek Myths 



  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
December 
Feb./March 
 
August - May 
 
 
March/April 
April/May 
l 
  
August - May 
 
 
 
Sept./Oct. 

Units include: People-Customs-Traditions-“Gifts” 
  ​Ancient Egypt 
  ​Ancient Mesopotamia 
  ​Ancient Indus Valley 
  ​Ancient Chinese 
  ​Ancient Greece 
  ​Ancient Rome 
 Ancient America 

 ​Various reading passages that offer cultural 
backgrounds/events--all year 

 
Math Story Problems--All Year 

   ​Science World-various articles through year dealing w/scientific 
discoveries around world​   ​African American, Europeans, Asian and 
Hispanic 

  ​“The Color of Friendship”, African Americans 
  ​Frog and Toad Olympics-Asian Americans 
  ​Minorities in Science video 
  ​She’s Got It-women inventors video 
 Exit tickets about various Scientists throughout history and their 
backgrounds.  
 

  ​Outdoor education –Native American Theme +Dallas Chief Eagle, face 
painting dream catchers, hoop dancing, native American games and 
Cherokee writing. 

  ​Guest Speaker on Native Americans 
  ​Many multi-cultural stories in text series 
  ​Word etymology 

  

  

 
  
  

7​th​ Grade 
August 
March 
October 

  
  ​“Areas” in South America and Africa 
  ​3/5 compromise counting of slaves in population of a state 
  ​Black Women History in Math 



April 
August 
April 
  
Throughout 
the year 
October 
October 
March 
May 
April 
  
January 
  
  
February 
April 
September 
  
May 
  
  
May 
March 
April 
Aug-May 
April 
Feb-April 
May 
April 
Jan-March 
  
September 
  
August-Dec. 
Aug/Sept 
Feb/April 
February 
February 
February 
March 
February 
March 
March 
March 
April 

 
  ​Columbus/European Explorers Discussion 
  ​Crispus Attucks (Black hero of Boston Massacre) 
  ​Dealing with Latin America 
  ​Defining Science & Impact of Scientists long ago on today’s science 
  ​French & Indian War 
  ​French fur traders 
  ​Ghana patterns in clothing 
  ​Great Migration notes 
  ​Hispanic population in US 
  ​Irish— 
  ​Martin Luther King, Jr.  Discuss classroom materials that deal with King’s 
life and works. 

  ​Mayan cultural use of zero 
  ​Mendel and his study of Heredity 
  ​Mexican War (SW names, culture, food, etc) Texan Independence 
  ​Motive of European Explorers 
  ​Napoleon and Louisiana Purchase 
  ​Nebraska’s early inhabitants 
  ​New France—Fur trade 
  ​Numerical systems of other countries 
  ​Peoples of Various Biomes-Desert, Tundra, etc. 
  ​Pocahontas  
 

  ​Review test on first Americans 
  ​Sacagawea, Californians, Nez Perce’, Chinese Immigrants (presentation 
on each group) 

  ​Spoke diagram comparing North and South (slavery) 
  ​Stations on Native Americans 
 

  ​Various Scientists and their impact on the study of Human Anatomy 
–Pasteur, Drew, and others are specifically mentioned throughout this 
study. 

  ​Von Leevenhoek and the microscope 
  ​War with Barbary Pirates of North Africa 
 ​Langston Hughes Poem “I Too Sing America” 
 Short Story “Big Things Come in Small Packages” by Eleanora E. Tate 
 Short Story “Heartbeat” by David Yoo 
 Poem “Problems with Hurricanes” by Victor Hernandez Cruz 
 Short Story “Hey, Come on Out” by Shinichi Hoshi 
 Short Story “Doris is Coming” by ZZ Packer 

  ​Jackie Robinson and segregation in sports, South, etc. 



  
 
 
 
 
May 
 
All year 
All year 

World Currencies 
Enrichment World Cultures 

  

  
  
  



8​th​ Grade 
August 
September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 
 
 
 
 
 
Nov 
 
 
  Dec. 
 
January  
 
 
February 
 
 
March 
 
April 
 
  
April 
April 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 May 
  
  

 
 Culture and Belonging collection 1 in ​Collections  
 Reconstruction/Post Civil War unit 
 Westward Expansion/Native American Conflict Unit 
 Creating own home demographics (supplies,furniture,things needed, etc) 
  Research and report about inventors  

 Industry & Immigration Era Unit 
 “Culture and Belonging” collection (stories of immigration, culture, and 
diversity  

 Inventor and invention research ppt/ poster 
 Create equations for real life situations (countries, money exchange) 
 
 US Imperialism Era Unit (Hawaii, Cuba, etc) 
 Converting temperature (C - F - K) 

  “Kwanzaa” article and video (Reading)  
 Roaring 20s Unit (race issues in US) 
 WW1 Medal of Honor lesson (Af. Amer. soldier) 
 Research of mathematicians that changed the world 
 Solving systems of equations (real world situations where two different 
things meet: money, phone plans, car loans, population) 

 ​WW2 unit (Tuskegee Airmen, Navajo Codetalkers, etc) 

     ​Diary of Anne Frank 
 
 Holocaust Unit & Field Trip 

 1960s/Civil Rights Era unit 
  ​Earth Day 
  ​Personality Collages—include family culture, hobbies, etc. 
  ​Always pushing acceptance of differences—religious, cultural, etc. 
  ​Characterization—picked a family member to describe—included 
backgrounds, ethnic heritage, special recipes/habits/savings 

  ​Short Story Unit—several stories based on different backgrounds, 
cultures 

  ​Off and on during the year—we address issues on accepting individual 
differences 

 ​The Watsons Go to Birmingham ​novel unit with lower level reading 
students.  

 
Rodney King/Los Angeles Race Riots (modern issues in once/current 
events, BLM/Ferguson, etc.) 
 



  
  
  
May 
February 
All Year 
All Year 
All Year 
  
  

  Individual unit—a couple of options “Diary of Anne Frank”—play 
Jewish/German cultures.  

  ​Minorities throughout each historical era 
   ​Highlight/Spotlight of scientists of various ethnicities 
Scope Magazine-various issues during year focus on multicultural topics  

  ​Science World-various articles through year dealing w/scientific 
discoveries around world 

  ​Problem solving using names and places of global interest, description at 
other cultures, ethnic names 

  ​Patterns used with geometry from cultures past and present 

 Articles about Japanese, Native American, and Hispanic cultures 

  Short Stories by diverse authors with protagonists who are minorities 

 
 Cover Hispanic and Latin American holidays and customs 
  



 

 
  
  
 
 
 



Band 6-8 
Aug.-Nov. 
  
Aug./Sept. 
  
Aug./Sept. 
  
Sept.-May 
  
Sept.-Nov. 
  
  
All Year 
  
  
Oct.-Dec. 
  
  
  
  
Nov.-Jan. 
  
  
All Year 
  
All Year 
  
Jan.-April 
  
  
Feb.-May 
  
  
  
May 

  
  ​8th grade band - Rehearsing multiple pep band pieces with roots in 
African and Hispanic cultures. 

  ​ 6th grade band - Began the recruiting process with instrument 
demonstrations.  Many of these include discussing the origins of band 
instruments. 

  ​ 7th/8th grade bands - Among the culturally diverse pieces we rehearsed 
(and discussed) were Kerry Dance (Irish), Turkish March (Turkish), Stars 
Of The Heavens (Mexican) 

  ​6th grade band - Began lessons with many folk songs from various 
cultures being introduced with each weekly lesson. 

  ​All large group bands - Began working on Fall Band Concert material. 
Among the pieces programmed were:  Song Of The Fjords (Norwegian 
Folk Song), Frere Jacques (French FS), and Arrivo Banda (Hispanic). 

  ​7th/8th grade Jazz Band - Many pieces of literature with 
African-American roots being introduced and rehearsed.  The "blues" is 
a common musical style incorporating music from the African culture. 

  ​6th grade band - Rehearsed Ming Court (Chinese Folk Song), Brother 
Martin (Latin American Folk Song), When Love Is Kind (Czech Folk 
Song). 

  ​6th Grade---I show a video called Spirit…all about Native American 
Dancers 

  ​6th Grade…we read all about the Native American Pow Wow’s to go 
along with hoop dancing at Outdoor Ed. 

  ​All large group bands - Began rehearsing music for our Winter Band 
Concert.  Among the literature we worked on was, Camptown Races 
(American Folk Song), French Dance  

  ​(French Folk Song), Down The Paths Of Darkness (Russian based 
piece). 

  ​7th/8th grade Jazz Band - Continued to introduce new music with roots 
in the African culture 

  ​6th grade band - Folk songs from diverse cultures are numerous in our 
method book Standard Of Excellence. 

  ​7th/8th grade bands - Incorporated a solos unit where many students 
selected music of different cultures as their choice.  This music was 
performed in a recital format in front of the classes and in some cases at 
a music contest in Malcolm, NE. 

  ​All large group bands - Began rehearsing music for our Spring Band 
Concerts.  Among the literature we worked on was, Old Irish Song 
(Irish), Serengeti (African Rhapsody), Latin Sun (Latin-American origin), 
Sakura (Japanese Folk Song), African Folk Trilogy Dances in the Wind 
(Native American). 

  ​7th grade band - Began sight reading many of the same pep band 
pieces rehearsed earlier in the year with the 8th grade band.  Music from 
Latin and Mexican cultures is popular for pep band settings. 



 
  
  

MS 
Technology 
October – 
December 

  
  ​Research historical events, culture, issues, etc. preceding birth of 
students.  Create PowerPoint slide and jpeg file to be used in class 
video about historical time before birth, including their lifetime. 

  ​View class video as lead in to Personal History Magazine. 
  ​Worked on project presentation where students had to take on another’s 
identify and promote their point of view. 
  

  

Music 6-8   
  ​6-8th Grade-Black History Month (Feb.) Sing spirituals and talk about 
equality etc. 

  ​6-Dream Catcher unit at Outdoor Education 
  ​7-Music History unit on different time periods, composers, cultures, etc. 
  ​8-Sing song from composers from a variety of time periods & styles 

  

Health and 
PE 6-8 
  
Oct. 22-26 
Jan. 21-25 
April 7-11 
Oct. 
  
Jan. 
  
  
March 
  
  

  
  ​Multicultural Game Unit 7 & 8 Healthy Living classes the students 
researched then taught games that originated in different culture. 
  

  ​Multicultural Games-Did unit each trimester 
  

  ​Multicultural game-Sepak Tekraw, we did an overview to discuss origin & 
rules 
  

  ​Health 7​th​ & 8​th​-Communicable Diseases and what regions of the world 
are affected more by certain diseases, due to living conditions, genetics, 
climate, poverty. 
  

  ​Health 8​th​-Examined how different cultures and races view stages of 
development 
  

  
 
 
 
 



Counseling 
5-8 
 
August 
 
All year 
  
All year 
  
  
Nov and 
March 
  
 ​All Year 
  
 
 
Dec and 
April 
  
  
All Year  
  
All Year 
  

  
  
 

 ​Outdoor Education-sessions with kids about the Native American 
Culture 

  ​Talk to students about “Respecting Diversity” - respecting people who 
look different – different races and ethnic backgrounds. 

  ​Talk to students about “Peaceful solutions” - Relate what Dr. Martin 
Luther King did to what students can do in the school to get along with 
others students - solve issues peacefully. 

 ​Small group activity - Writing assignment that deals with fairness – 
students put themselves in the place of a student that is from another 
ethnic background and they have to write about how they would feel.  

  ​Use 8 Keys of excellence when dealing with discipline, problem solving 
situation that arise. May talk about terms like Integrity, Speak with good 
purpose, Flexibility and relate to treating all people fairly.  

  ​Small Group activity - Role plays involving citizens voicing their opinions 
and how they can affect others negatively and positively – how does 
this affect others and how are minorities viewed differently if the voice 
their opinions compared to whites. 

  ​Discussion on teasing – involves students that tease other students 
because they have different colored skin or a minority student. 

 ​Discussion on bullying - when students bully other students because of 
the color of their skin or their race. 
  

  
  
  

Art 5-8   
  ​Masterpiece Art History, 6-8​th 

  ​Native American basket weaving, 8​th 

  ​Individual Research, 7​th 

  ​African American Masks, 8​th 

  ​Mexican/Latin American -Huichol Yarn Art-, 7​th​ & 8​th 

  ​Australian, Japanese printmaking, 8​th 

  ​Hispanic Heritage sculpture, 7​th 

  

SPED MS 
Year Round 
August 
 
 

  
  ​Mexican culture 
  ​Outdoor Ed-  Native American culture 

  ​Slavery as a source of tension and causes for civil war 



March-April 
Feb/March 
  

  ​Civil Rights/Black History month Read : Watson go to Birmingham 
  ​Read/discuss Touching Spirit Bear, a book about the Indian Tribal 
Council and its efforts to assist youth living troubled lives. 

  ​Read/discuss The Man Who Loved Clowns, a book about a girl who 
loses her parents and who cares for her uncle who has Downs 
Syndrome. 

  ​Read/discuss Sparrow Hawk Red, about a young boy who sneaks into 
Mexico and lives the life of a street rat in an attempt to avenge the 
death of his mother. 

  ​Research Martin Luther King Jr. 
  ​Kenya: talked about culture, customs, flag, history 
  ​Mexican culture and fiesta 
  ​Underground Railroad 

  

Music 9-12 
  

  
  ​Studying various  styles of music from different cultures through sheet 
music.  Incorporating different languages, dance, and texts to explore 
the music.  

  ​Pop Music Class-Various cultures and music studied from 1800 to the 
present, including influences from African American musicians, 
European, Native American, and other non western music to gain an 
understanding of American music and its roots.  

 
  
  

Math 9-12 
August 
August 
August 
September 
September 
  
September 
  
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
Oct. & Mar. 
Oct. & Dec. 
October 
October 

  
  ​Immigration data-Who, Why and where. (Wissing) 
  ​Origin of Euclidean Geometry (Franck) 
 Studying exchange rates (Blersch) 
  ​Use of linear equations to determine amount each country tunneled of 
the “Channel” 

  ​Wrote linear models for the number of African American women who 
held elected offices (Blersch) 

  ​Wrote matrices to show the number of Hispanic CD’s, videos, and 
cassettes shipped to different markets. 

  ​Irish descent numbers 
  ​Where does the math come from ? History of Math and Mathematics 
(Wissing) 

  ​Tangram, Chinese (Kyle-Math topics) 
  ​Kachina dolls and Cartesian graphs 
  ​Population webquest-Worldwide population trends & data. (Wissing) 



October 
October 
Nov. & April 
Nov. & April 
November 
Dec. & May 
Dec. & May 
Dec. & May 
Dec. & May 
Dec. & May 
December 
January 
April 
  
April 
  

  ​Factored polynomials to find out the dimensions of a Martin Luther 
King painting. 

  ​Japanese culture-movies attendance culture 
  ​Rosa parks discussion/Civil Rights 
  ​Use “tans” to make geometric shape, identify areas and work with 
congruent triangles 

  ​Hopi Indian symbols (Kyle-Math topics) 
  ​Used “e” to study air pressure on Mt. Everest (Alg. 2) 
  ​Russian (and other countries) athletes & performances 
  ​Report on a famous mathematician including life history and 
contribution to mathematics​ ​(Kyle) 

  ​We learned how to play the Jewish game dreidel that children play 
during Hanukkah 

  ​Tower of Hanoi puzzle (Pam) 
  ​Wrote an equation that models a Statuary Hall in Washington D.C. 
(elliptical) 

  ​Exploring math uses origins (Alg. 2), Baghdad, Arabic to Latin, 
connection to computers 

  ​Discuss (real life) data problems in modern Native American 
businesses 
  

  

Business 
Dec. & Mar. 
October 
  
Nov. & Mar. 
  

  
  ​Report on the economy, trade barriers, and business climate of a 
selected country (Miller-Intro to Business) 

  ​Research a famous individual of a different culture and create a 
newsletter 

  ​Workplace Readiness-Business Culture Etiquette. Research a foreign 
country and prepare a PowerPoint and present customs in Business 
Etiquette in that country. 

  ​General Business-Global Economics –Students compare custom 
based economies and planned economics to the United States 

  ​Business Comm.: Students research different business interview 
techniques and customs in different countries. 

 
  
  

Technology 
& Vocational 
9-12 
  

  
  ​Aerodynamics: Italian Mr. Bernoulli – developed what is known as 
Bernoulli’s Principle which is: When air flows over the curved upper 



  
  
  
  
  
  
  
each quarter 
 
 
 
 
 
each quarter 
  
 
 
 
each quarter 
  
 
 
each quarter 
 
 
 
 
each quarter 
 
 
 
 
each quarter 
 
 
 
 
 
each quarter 
  
  
  
  
  
  

surface of a wing, it increases in velocity. This increase reduces the 
pressure above the wing and produces the upward force or lift. 

  ​Astronaut Guion Bluford Jr. was the first African-American in Space. 
  ​Astronomers: Ptolemy (Greek) Nicolous Copernicus (Polish), 
Johannes Kepler (German), Galileo Galilei (German) Edmund Halley 
(English) Christian Huggens (Dutch) and Ole Roemer (Danish) are all 
examples of Multicultural Activities we do in this class. 

 ​ ​Info Tech Apps  1​ – Multicultural Project – Students create a 
PowerPoint presentation about an individual from a different culture 
than our own and present it to the class. 

  ​Info Tech Apps 2​ – Racial breakdown of the United States vs. 
Nebraska. We do a project that will compare the distribution of races 
in the form of a pie graph for NE vs. the US and for several cities in 
the United States. 

 
  ​Computer 3 – Foreign language translator websites.  We examine 
tools that will translate websites in different languages to English. 

  ​Computer 3 – We look at several website designs in different 
locations when considering design issues for our personal websites. 

  ​Computer 4 - We explore training and growth in the computer industry 
in foreign countries. 

  ​Computer 4 – We look at the influx of foreign employees in the 
computer programming industries and global competition in the 
workplace. 

  ​Conversion of US Currency to foreign funds – International business 
  ​Every module students will learn about the history of the module and 
who was responsible for the transformations of the technology. 

  ​Example(s): Aerospace Module: Chinese where the first to come up 
with rockets as early as 300 B.C. Used as fireworks. Russian 
Cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin was the first man into space. Cosmonaut 
Alexei Leonov was the first to walk in space. 

  ​Lasers and Fiber Optics: Nickolai Basou and Alexsander Prokhordov 
Russian contributors towards the creation of the Laser. Gordon Gould 
and Arthur Schawlow were as well. Norman R. French granted a 
patent for an optical telephone system. 

  ​Plastics: H V Regnault was known for producing the first plastic 
  ​Russian aircrafts such as Sputnik and Soyuz are terms students will 
learn. 

  ​Satellite and Weather Module: Ex. Astronaut comes from the Greek 
and Latin word meaning “Star Sailor.” 

  ​Valentina Tereshkova (Russian) first woman in space. 
  ​We compare standardized testing results from schools across the 
globe to compare education systems worldwide. 



  
  
  
  
  
  
 ​r 

  ​We look at other statistics such as population, crime statistics, poverty 
levels, aide to countries in need etc. We compute correlations and 
regression lines from the data to analyze results. 

  ​Hearlihy Times Newsletters, “The American Industrial Revolution”, 
“Women In Technology”, and  “Black Pioneers in Technology”. 

  ​Algebra I – We do a report on famous mathematicians from different 
countries and their contributions. 

  ​Algebra I – We look at housing prices in different areas of the country. 
  

  
  
  

Health and 
PE 9-12 
Each 
quarter 
Each 
quarter 
  
Each 
quarter 
Each 
quarter 

  
  

  ​Units on stereotyping, tolerance, diversity and values. 
  ​Taught the history of golf and where it was started. (Lifetime Sports 
course) 

  ​We did writing assignments and reviews over the material. 
  ​Reviewed the history and how the game of badminton was started. 
  ​Gave the students a hand out over football (soccer) European history and 
rules. 
  

  

FCS 9-12  
 ​Parenting- Birthing in other cultures (article examined how birth customs change 
in other cultures) 

   Ethnic Cooking class-every day discussed and dealt w/ issues related to 
different cultures and an awareness for the culture and ethnic background of the 
Afro-American, Hispanic, Native American, Asian-American and Europeans. 
Then studied the cooking of Mexico, Mediterranean (Italy, Greek, Spanish), 
British, France, China/Japan. 

  Teen pregnancy in other cultures/teen pregnancy rate in other countries 
compared to U.S. (Next year) 

 Nutrition-Studying nutrition in other countries-what do other countries eat? 
   Video—Ethnic Grocery Store; had an ethnic food lab (next year) 
   Baking-Cookies from different countries-reports on this 
   Baking-Baked yeast breads from countries across the world 
  

  

Band 9-12   ​The Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble perform folk songs from 
around the world (Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America). Through 



performing folk songs, students learn about the history of the world from 
a multicultural perspective. 

  ​Jazz is the only pure art form born in America. Jazz Ensemble explores 
the various forms/styles of Jazz and its African roots. The students also 
study Latin Jazz, which is a separate form of Jazz. 

  ​The Marching Band performs a competition field show each fall. Show 
themes have included: classical, Broadway, pop, Jazz, etc. The selected 
show theme facilitates the ability to learn the music from an 
interdisciplinary and multicultural perspective. 
The Music Theory and Electronic Music courses teach about the history, 
form, and structure of music as the students study pieces by composers 
of various cultures and historical periods. 

 
  
  

Science 
9-12 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  ​“Explorers Activity” (multi cultures) 
  ​“Science Activity” (multi cultures) 
  ​“Women of Technology” (multi cultures) 
  ​20th Century Innovations (multi cultures) 
  ​Archimedes Principle- (Greek) 
  ​Atoms- Aristotle/Democritus (Greek) Dalton (British), Avagadro (Italian) 
  ​Bohr (German), Nagaoka (Japan), Rutherford (New Zealand) 
  ​Certain genetic traits that are more commonly found in certain 
nationalities 

  ​Differences in diet that may account for certain diseases and conditions 
among some cultures 

  ​Differences in skeletons between different nationalities 
  ​Discuss & text reading of early German Scientists and their discoveries & 
inventions 

  ​Einstein- (German) 
  ​Electricity and Magnetism Act 
  ​Electricity in Europe and other countries 
  ​Electronic Communications Pioneers (multi cultures) 
  ​Energy consumptions (U.S. individuals vs. Chinese individuals) 
  ​Inventors Act. (multi cultures) 
  ​Joule- (British) 
  ​Latin names of elements 
  ​Lavosier (French), Priestly (British) 
  ​Laws- Newton (English), Coulomb (French) 
  ​Mendeleev (Russian) 
  ​Metric History Worksheet, and the countries that first developed it. 
  ​Atomic Theory and European Scientists that participated 



  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Oct. & Feb. 
  
Nov. & April 

  ​Periodic Table, alchemists and Switzerland, Marie Curie (Poland) 
  ​Tin and Native Americans 
  ​Organic Chemical from Asian Countries and Serbia 
  ​Models- Copernicus (Polish) 
  ​Nicola Tesla History and Video (Serbian) 
  ​Olympics activity (multi cultures) 
  ​Pronunciation of lever (Canadian) 
  ​SI system- (France) 
  ​Temperature Scales- Celsius (Swedish), Kelvin (British) 
  ​Types of radiation (named using Greek alphabet symbols) 
  ​Watt- (Scottish) 
  ​Fireworks and Chinese Development 
  ​Aspirin and how Greeks and African countries use plants for medicinal 
purposes 

  ​Saponification of soap and how early settlers and Irish/English made 
soap 

  ​Energy and how Brazilians are using ethanol for everything 
  ​The German & English role in science discovery and invention of 
microscopes and microscopic organisms 

  ​Genetic Traits found in some cultures & societies with higher regularity 
(Asian & African American) 

 
  
  

Language 
Arts 9-12 
  
October & 
March, end 
of 1​st​ & 3​rd 
term 
  
  
  
  
Each quarter 
11​th​ Grade 
February 
February 
February 
  
  
Nov. & April 

12th Grade 
Arthurian Legend, Don Quixote, knighthood satire  
 
11th Grade  

  ​Greek mythology, social structure of society-mostly short excerpts of 
mythology stories, supplemented by lecture for The Odyssey 
preparation. Create slides to follow the journey.  Students also write 
an essay about the qualities of an archetype of a hero based on Greek 
values. 

  ​In 11th grade, short stories and poems were read from Native 
American, African American, Jewish American, Chinese American, 
Indian and Iranian authors. Also short readings on Frederick Douglass 
and Rosa Parks, and by Zora Neale Hurston.  Focus was on learning 
about cultural values, and appreciation for differences among cultures, 
between past/ modern cultural norms.  Students read silently, out loud, 
and in groups.  Short writings, targeted questions, discussions, and 
quizzes were the primary methods of assessment. 
 



Sept. & April 
Oct. & Jan. 
Nov. & Feb. 
  
March 
Nov. & Feb. 
Oct. & Jan. 
Sept. & Feb. 
Aug. & Mar. 
  
……………. 
As assigned, 
Sept. & Jan. 
  

oss-Cultural Myths (Cosmogonies, Heroes, Situations from Native 
American, African, Asian, Norse, Greek, Hebrew cultures) 12th Grade 
  

  ​Major Poets/Culturally Diverse 
  ​Backgrounds, including Hughes, Brooks, 
  ​Harjo, Hongo, Silko, Cervantes, Dove and others. 
  ​Multicultural perspective/Civil War history in novel “The River Between 
Us,” Multicultural perspective/Guatemalan experience in novel “Red 
Midnight,” Multicultural perspective/Holocaust literature experience in 
novel “Milkweed” 

  ​Novel – “House on Mango Street”, Unit (Spanish) by Sondra Cisneros 
Puerto Ricans 

  ​Multi-Culture Short Stories, Unit-African Americans “Almost A Man” 
  ​“I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings”, African American by Maya 
Angelou, 

  ​Extra credit- Read 
  ​Asian American-“Joy Luck Club” 
  ​Native American-“Telling Stone Stories” by Susan Feldman 
  ​Novel – “House on Mango Street”, Unit (Spanish) by Sondra Cisneros 
Puerto Ricans 

  ​Multi-Culture Short Stories, Unit-African Americans “Almost A Man” 
  ​“I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings”, African American by Maya 
Angelou, 

  ​Independent novel reading: “Their Eyes Were Watching God,” “Things 
Fall Apart,” “Invisible Man,” “Kite Runner,” and additional choices 
made by students 

  ​Asian American-“Joy Luck Club” 
  ​Native American-“Telling Stone Stories” by Susan Feldman 
 
  ​Maya Angelou’s Poetry Collection, African American 
  ​10th Grade: ​Fallen Angels-African American/Asian Americans, 
Racism and human relations during Vietnam War 

. Martin Luther King video, “I have a dream” video and discussion. 
Short Story Unit - Picture books from a variety of cultures used to 
teach literary elements.  Short story unit contains a variety of stories. 
Non-fiction - Book of Choice unit. Students select a wide variety of 
texts from varying cultures topics.  

 ​"Poetry Out Loud" unit with the NE Arts Council Artist/Poet  
 
 ​Ninth 
Night, ​Elie Wiesel: Holocaust unit  
To Kill a Mockingbird​: Discussing Emmitt Till, NAACP’s Antilynching 
Campaign, Billie Holiday’s “Strange Fruit,” Jovan Mays “Author of Your 
Own Story,”  



 
Short Stories Class 
Louise Erdrich “The Red Convertible,” Latin American authors (Gabriel 
Garcia Marquez, Jorge Luis Borges),  
 

 Repeats because of block schedule 

  

 
  
 
  

Social 
Studies 9-12 
  
Sept.-Feb. 
Sept.-Feb. 
  
Sept.-May 
Oct. & Feb. 
Sept. & Jan. 
Sept. & Jan. 
Sept. & Jan. 
Aug. & Jan. 
Sept. & Jan. 
Oct. & Feb. 
Oct. & Feb. 
Oct. & Feb. 
Nov. & Mar. 
Nov. & Mar. 
Dec. & April 
  
Dec. & May 
Dec. & April 
Dec. & May 
Dec. & May 
Dec. & May 
  
  

Created magazines analyzing the social, political and economic effects the 
European powers Imperialistic ambitions had on Africa, Asia and Latin 
America 
Describe Atlantic Slave Trade and Why It prospered. 
Letter to the Editor assignment on the contributions of Hong Kong to the 
democratic movement in Asia. 
Pamphlet project looking at major contributions of countries in Africa and the 
Middle East. 
Project detailing the major contributions of Latin American culture in the U.S. 
Summarize the ways Asian Culture has had an effect in the West. 
Am. Govt. Study different Economic/Government systems around the world. 
Am. Govt. Political socialization of minority groups. Civil Rights movement. 
Amendments 13, 14, & 15 
Am. History – What does a Freed Slave Do? 
Am. History – Compare and contrast B.T. Washington and W. E.B. Dubois 
Am. History – What does it cost to ride free? Rosa Parks/Homer Plessy 
Am. Govt. – Enlightenment project: contributions to Am. Govt. from 
European philo. 
The Jazz Age- Louis Armstrong, Sacco and Vanzetti, Harlem Renaissance 
. 
Am. History 
Am. History – Swedish Farmers immigration activity 
Am. History – Meet the Progressives including Alice Paul and Marcus 
Garvey 
Am. Govt. – Landmark Supreme Court Cases involving minority issues-Dred 
Scott, Homer Plessy, Brown v Board of Ed. Amendments 13, 14, & 15. Civil 



 
 
Nov. & Feb. 
  
Sept. & Jan. 
Sept. & Jan. 
Oct. & Feb. 
  
  
Oct. & Feb. 
Oct. & Feb. 
  
Dec. & May 
Dec. & May 
  
February 
  
Sept. & Jan. 
  
  
Oct. & Mar. 
Sept. & Feb. 
  
Sept. & Feb. 
  
Dec. & May 
  
Dec. & May 
Dec. & May 
  

Rights movements.   Lating American Rights, American Indian Movement, 
LGBTQ Movement  

Am. History – Debating diversity in the 20’s 
Am. History – WWII Identifications, heroic effort by women, native Am., Afr. 
Am, …etc 
Am. History – Evaluating Japanese-American internment. 
Am. History – History Alive’s “The Holocaust” 
Am. History – The African American Civil Rights Movement 
Am. History – LBJ’s Great Society Programs: The war on poverty 
Am. History – Writing Songs about Vietnam (how the war affected 
minorities.) 
American History-  Brown v Board of Ed. Amendments 13, 14, & 15. Civil 
Rights movements.   Lating American Rights, American Indian Movement, 
LGBTQ Movement  
European Americans-Lecture-Discussion –American Series Film 
American Civil Liberties –Basic Human Rights 
(​Lecture –Discussion-Worksheets) –Basic Freedoms – Issue of Slavery 
Reconstruction –Civil Liberties 
Civil War Amendments- Lecture-Discussion-Worksheet-Questions 
Transcontinental Railroad –the workers –Asian Americans –European 
Americans 
(Lecture –Discussion-Reports-worksheets) 
Native Americans in the 19th century 
Immigration in the late 1800s up to the 1920s 
Ethnic Neighborhoods (Lecture –Discussion-Worksheets-) 
(Lecture and Discussion) Korean War 
Viet Nam 
Civil Rights Marches 
Discussion and Lecture –Handouts 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Reports –Film 
Reconstruction –Civil War Amendments 
Native Americans in the 19th Century 
Reform Era-Women’s Rights 
Significance of the Statue of Liberty 
African Americans in the 1920s, Harlem Renaissance 
1920s ( Lecture –film strip discussion) 
Case of Sacco-Vanzetti 
US legislation that dealt with immigration 
Explain the importance of Brown vs. Topeka Board of Ed 
(Lecture –Discussion-Handout) 
Great Society-Equal Rights 



Minority Representation in Congress 

 

  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Alternative 
School 

 ​English 9 
“Gentleman of Rio en Medio” 
  
English 10-Cultural Connections Unit 
“The Man to Send Rainclouds” by Leslie Marmon Silko 
“Dead Men’s Path” by Achebe 
“The Joy Luck Club” by Amy Tan 
Alice Williams Historical Civil War diary 
“I Am Prepared to Die” Nelson Mandela’s statement at the opening of the 
defense case in the Rivonia Trial 
Brown v. Board of Education 
“La Puerta” by Jose Antonio Burciaga 
  
English 11 
“My Antonia” by Willa Sibert Cather 
Documenting Independence Unit 



Native American Literature Unit 
The Struggle for Freedom Unit 
The Rhetoric of Freedom Unit 
Stories of Freedom Unit 
“The Way to Rainy Mountain” 

  

Art 9-12 
Aug., Oct., 
Jan. 
Aug. – May 
Oct., Dec., 
March & May 
  

  
2-D Design; Art History Report 
Various Art classes; Images of work from other cultures used as needed 
for each unit. 
Sculpture & Ceramics: Cultural research and creating artwork to 
correspond to that research. 
Various Art cd’s, videos, used when a substitute is necessary. 
  

  

Vocational 
Agriculture 

Relate the value that native Americans placed on the natural resources, 
such as land, air, and water. 
  

 
 

Skilled & 
Technical 
Sciences 

Research the ways different cultures have used wood and other 
materials in designing and building furniture and structures. 
  

 
 
004.01G1  District mission:  The School District of Seward,  
The school district of Seward --where every student, every day is a success -- affirms that all 
students will have the skills to become productive and contributing members of a global 
community.  In cooperation with family and community members, the district is committed to the 
development of each student academically, emotionally, socially, and physically.  
  
 



ReVISION/Community 
Partnership Update

Mission: The school district of Seward --where every student, every day is a success -- affirms that all students will have the skills to 
become productive and contributing members of a global community.  In cooperation with family and community members, the district is 

committed to the development of each student academically, emotionally, socially, and physically.



Three components that are driving our 
work in Community Partnerships
1) District Strategic Plan
2) ReVISION
3) Perkins



Our Strategic Plan
Strategic Plan

Strategy 2.3  Leverage strategic partnerships in order to create an maximize 
resources to meet our mission and objectives.

Strategy 3.5 We will provide opportunities for our students, through strategic 
partnerships, to develop college and career readiness.  



ReVISION
*1st Meeting-  Staff review of data

*2nd Meeting-  Community Meeting

*3rd Meeting- Planning



ReVISION DRAFT Goals
Develop advisory committee for CTE areas.
Create a liaison position to coordinate site visits, apprenticeships, school visits, etc.  
Create apprenticeships, site visits, etc.  on a “sample” scale.  
Develop a course “Senior Seminar” or integrate in into existing course to include internships, shadowing, etc.  
CTE Teachers invite two community businesses into the school per quarter (or everyone together for a CTE period 
and the presenter speaks to everyone) 2nd period?
Provide Externship for teachers to learn about the various industries including equipment, technology, workforce, 
etc.
Explore Dual credit opportunities for CTE courses.  
Research Robotics Lead the Way Curriculum. Vex Robotics?
Coding Class
Explore Summer Internships, Courses for possible HS credit.
Expand workforce endorsements for our CTE teachers.  
When possible, expand our offerings with SCC-  Auto mechanics
Add Career Readiness Skills to Curriculum Review Process.   
Create Farm lab for staff and students to experience hands-on learning opportunities.  
Update FCS equipment to meet industry needs.   
Update STS equipment to meet industry needs.  



Perkins
Federal monetary support for CTE Programs.

Past use of funds:  SENCAP

Currently:  Almost exclusively PD, some Equipment.

Future:  Support our efforts with Community Partnerships



Perkins Goals
We will investigate and create opportunities for our students to consider 2- and 4-year postsecondary education, 
technical colleges, apprenticeships, military, and direct employment.

We will work to ensure that our FCS classroom has industry standard equipment, appropriate classroom and laboratory 
space, and quality instructional materials.

According to the Perkins V indicator trends in reading/Language Arts.  Our students who participate in CTE programs 
and are from families who qualify for free and reduced lunch, score below the yearly state goals.   We will investigate 
this trend and support these students with additional literacy opportunities.   

We will continue to investigate our efforts related to our collaborative project with York and Centennial regarding our 
Agronomy Academy and our shared teacher for the project.  

We hope to increase work-based experiences through the ReVISION grant process.   We hope to pursue internships, 
site visits, and school visits by our community partners.   



Thoughts/Questions
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