
Bear Lake Board of Education
Wednesday, December 15, 2021 7:00 PM 
Eastern

Bear Lake Media Center
7748 Cody St

Bear Lake, MI 49614  
  
 

1. Call To Order - President, Bethany Merrill
2. Routine Business

2.A. Pledge of Allegiance 
2.B. Adoption of Agenda
2.C. Consent Calendar Items - B & C

3. Items from the Audience
4. Correspondence/Communication
5. Board Reports

5.A. Principal's Report
6. Superintendent's Report

6.A. NEOLA - Final Read











6.B. Review Bullying Policy / School Safety











Changes in Elementary/Middle/High School
Student Handbook 

12/15/21
 
Changing

Letter H from Dress and Grooming
From:
H.         Hats shall be stored in a student’s locker immediately upon arrival at school.  They are not  
to be worn again until after the school day is over.  (Exceptions will be made for verified religious or 
health reasons,)  Blankets and pillows are to be stored in lockers during the school day.

 
To:
H.         Hats, jackets, and backpacks shall be stored in a student’s locker immediately upon arrival 
at school.  They are not to be worn again until after the school day is over.  (Exceptions will be made 
for verified religious or health reasons,)  Blankets and pillows are to be stored in lockers during the school 
day.

 



6.C. Combined Board Dinner
6.D. ESSER III Funds Update
6.E.Mask Update
6.F.NMSLA Meeting

7. Treasurer's Report



     General Fund Accounts  

Milaf $1,326,420.20
Payroll 5,483.37
Building & Site 536,481.56
Huntington 140,478.98

     Total General Fund $2,008,864.11

     Food Service Fund Accounts
Milaf $169,339.25

      Debt Retirement Accounts
               2015 Debt Retire. 298,063.39
               2016 Debt Retire. 119,020.64
     Total Debt Retirement $417,084.03

Bear Lake School District - Prepays December 15, 2021
Check Date Amount
Number Paid Paid Vendor - Payee Check Description

EFT 11/2/2021 22,830.95              MPSERS Pension Plus DC
EFT 11/12/2021 300.00                   Health Equity (MESSA) Health Equity Contributions  *HSA*
EFT 11/10/2021 6,794.66                State of Michigan - Dept Of Treasury Payroll - State Tax Payable
EFT 11/10/2021 16.37                     State of Michigan - Dept Of Treasury October 2021 Sales Tax
EFT 11/26/2021 300.00                   Health Equity (MESSA) Health Equity Contributions  *HSA*
EFT 11/19/2021 26,476.57              MPSERS Pension Plus DC
EFT 11/30/2021 25,028.89              MPSERS Pension Plus DC

125431 11/2/2021 2,834.86                BP Bus Fuel
125432 11/4/2021 110.48                   Schmidt, Sara Supplies
125433 11/5/2021 2,045.00                Cintas Corporation Custodial Supplies
125434 11/5/2021 62.37                     Bear Lake Hardware Supplies
125435 11/5/2021 31.16                     Blarney Castle Oil Co Fluid And Main.
125436 11/8/2021 79.00                     Apple Computer, Inc. Board Ipad
125437 11/8/2021 152.64                   Auto Value BTB Parts Stores Supplies
125438 11/8/2021 4,891.88                Consumers Energy Utilities  
125439 11/8/2021 3,100.00                Dennis Gartland & Niergarth, Pc Final Billing On Audited Financial Statements
125440 11/8/2021 4,699.70                Gordon Food Service Food Purchases
125441 11/8/2021 60.00                     Danielle Hodson Reimbursement For Fingerprints
125442 11/8/2021 798.52                   Kaleva Norman Dickson School District Utilities And Custodian For GSRP Four Star
125443 11/8/2021 652.88                   Kendall Electric, Inc Lighting Supplies; Credit Memo
125444 11/8/2021 1,214.34                KSS Enterprises Custodial Supplies
125445 11/8/2021 358.05                   Pitney Bowes Postage Machine Rental
125446 11/8/2021 44.39                     John Prokes Science Supplies
125447 11/8/2021 407.00                   Temperature Control, Inc. Service Call-Smoke Detector
125448 11/8/2021 9,574.00                West Shore Community College Fall 2021  Dual Enrollment Tuition
125449 11/12/2021 63.93                     Blarney Castle Oil Co Fluid And Main.
125450 11/12/2021 431.81                   Cadillac Institue Of Cosmetology, LLC Tech Prep Class
125451 11/12/2021 170.49                   Cintas Corporation Custodial Supplies
125452 11/12/2021 394.88                   Filer Credit Union VISA VISA Charges
125453 11/12/2021 2,572.25                Gordon Food Service Food Purchases
125454 11/12/2021 177.45                   Grand Rental Station Lift, 43' Telescoping
125455 11/12/2021 200.00                   Jackpine Business Centers Supplies
125456 11/12/2021 692.34                   Kaleva Norman Dickson School District Bus Repair Work
125457 11/12/2021 1,131.25                Manistee County Transportation Contracted Transportation
125458 11/12/2021 1,927.96                Manistee ISD Illuminate DNA Software License
125459 11/12/2021 155.52                   The Pioneer Group Advertising
125460 11/12/2021 861.00                   Republic Services Waste Services
125461 11/12/2021 43.48                     Saddle Up Grocery Fuel

Treasurer's Report
November 2021

              Bear Lake School District



Bear Lake School District - Prepays December 15, 2021
Check Date Amount
Number Paid Paid Vendor - Payee Check Description
125462 11/12/2021 51.38                     Security Sanitation, Inc. Portable Service For Ball Fields
125463 11/12/2021 1,891.97                Superior Energy Co LLC Utilities
125464 11/12/2021 35.84                     Mark Ward Mileage
125465 11/12/2021 1,066.18                Xerox Corporation Xerox Supplies; Meter Usage- 5DA-841864;
125466 11/17/2021 3,617.00                Krispy Kreme Great Beginnings Fall Fundraiser
125467 11/22/2021 5,000.00                Centra Wellness Network Safenet Bridges Program 09/01/21 To 08/3/21
125468 11/22/2021 134.18                   Lynette Crystal Harthun Reimburse For Supplies/Mileage
125469 11/22/2021 194.18                   Kaleva Norman Dickson School District Sept 21 Vended Meals
125470 11/22/2021 580.16                   Kaleva Norman Dickson School District Sept 21 After School Supper Meals
125471 11/22/2021 1,413.41                Somsel Lumber Company B&G Supplies
125472 11/29/2021 21,401.75              MESSA Ins Prem. Dec 21
125473 11/29/2021 342.00                   PlanbookEdu LLC PlanbookEdu Subscription 2021

157,414.12            

General Fund - 11 150,125.80                                                       
Food Service Fund - 25 7,288.32                                                           
Debt Retirement - 31 -                                                                    
Debt Retirement - 32 -                                                                    
Building and Site Fund - 42 -                                                                    

157,414.12                                                       

REVENUES October 2021
Amount

Received Payor

General Fund - 11 90,570.46 Property Taxes
4,940.75 Local Misc. Revenue

175,973.29 State Aid
108.51 Federal

0.00 Transfers In
271,593.01

Food Service - 25 3,311.04 Lunch/Breakfast Sales/Fed

Debt Retirement - 31 33,926.37 Property Taxes

Debt Retirement - 32 12,565.28 Property Taxes

Building & Site - 42 0.00 Tower Lease

Total 321,395.70



8. Minutes



BEAR LAKE SCHOOLS
BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
BEAR LAKE MEDIA CENTER
NOVEMBER 10, 2021
7:00 PM
 _____________________________________________________________________

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:    
President, Bethany Merrill; Vice President, Eric Smith; Secretary, Rebecca Fink; 
Treasurer, Greg Babinec; and Trustees Shad Buckner and Bryan Kidd
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:   
Trustee, Connie Ledford

CALL TO ORDER
Board President Bethany Merrill called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM in the Bear Lake 
Media Center.
 
AGENDA
The agenda was adopted as presented.
 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
None
 
CORRESPONDENCE
None
 
BOARD REPORTS
The Student Discipline Committee reported on their meeting. 
Sarah Harless presented the Principal’s Report.
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
A.     Personnel
B.     Juul Labs, Inc. Litigation
C.     Summer Tax Resolution
D.    Kitchen Renovation (Spend-down) Plan
E. ESSER III Funds
F. NEOLA - First Read
G. Covid Update / Discussion
H. NMSLA Update



BUSINESS ITEMS FOR ACTION                                                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                       
Moved by Buckner, supported by Smith, that the Consent Calendar Items B & C be 
approved as presented; carried 6-0.                                                     
 
Moved by Buckner, supported by Eric, that the Treasurer’s Report of monies on hand -

        General Fund                                   $    119,438.79
        Food Service Fund                                15,988.63  
        Debt Retirement Funds                                   -
        Capital Projects                                             -
 Total All Funds                                 $   135,427.42

be accepted that bills totaling $135,427.42 and check numbers 125382-125430 be 
approved for payment; carried 6-0.
 
Moved by Buckner, supported by Smith, that the minutes of the Regular Business 
Meeting held October 13, 2021 be approved as presented; carried 6-0.           

Moved by Fink, supported by Smith, to approve the recommendation of the Policy 
Committee for Student A. Student A will be suspended until January 24, 2022 and will 
continue counseling services at the school; carried 6-0.
 
Moved by Babinec, supported by Buckner, to hire Danielle Hodson, Teacher Aide, as 
recommended; carried 6-0.
            
Moved by Smith, supported by Kidd, to hire Taylor Anderson, JV Girls Basketball 
Coach, as recommended; carried 6-0.

Moved by Smith, supported by Babinec, to approve the resolution to enter into an 
Attorney-Client Fee Contract with Franz Law Group, APLC (a California professional 
law corporation) to provide legal services in connection with pursuing claims in the 
JUUL(R) and Electronic Cigarette Litigation, (e-cigarette) Case No. 3:19-md-2913-WHO 
in United States District Court for the Northern District of California; carried 6-0.

Moved by Babinec, supported by Buckner, to approve the Summer Tax Resolution as 
presented; carried 6-0.

Moved by Buckner, supported by Smith, to approve the kitchen renovations bid from 
APS at an amount not to exceed $160,000.00 as presented; carried 6-0.

Moved by Fink, supported by Kidd, that a mask mandate will begin on November 29, 2021 
through January 17, 2022. While masking, the quarantine will not be enforced unless the 
attendance percentage falls below 75% 



CLOSED SESSION
Moved by Smith, supported by Buckner, to move into closed session at 8:04 PM for the 
purpose of discussing the superintendent evaluation goals and characteristics; carried 
6-0.

Moved by Smith, supported by Buckner, to reconvene to open session at 8:27 PM.

SUPERINTENDENT EVALUATION GOALS & CHARACTERISTICS 
Moved by Smith, supported by Fink, to approve the School Advanced goals and 
characteristics for the Superintendent evaluation as recommended by the hiring 
committee; carried 6-0.

ADJOURNMENT                                                
Moved by Kidd, supported by Smith, to adjourn at 8:55 p.m. with no objections.

Board Secretary _________________________



9. Action Items



A.     Consent Calendar Items                                                                                  

Moved by______________________, supported by______________________, that the Consent 
Calendar Items B & C be approved as presented/amended.
 
Ayes________   Nays________   Motion_________
 
■      B.     Treasurer's Report                                                                                  
 
Moved by______________________, supported by_______________________,
that the Treasurer’s Report of monies on hand -

        General Fund                                   $    150,125.80
        Food Service Fund                                 7,288.32  
        Debt Retirement Funds                                   -
        Capital Projects                                             -
 Total All Funds                                 $   157,414.12

be accepted that bills totaling $157,414.12 and check numbers 125431-125473 be approved for 
payment.

Ayes________   Nays_________   Motion_________
 
■      C.     Adoption of Minutes – November 10, 2021
 
Moved by______________________, supported by______________________,
that the minutes of the Regular Business Meeting held November 10, 2021 be approved as 
presented/amended.
           
Ayes________   Nays_________   Motion_________

Moved by______________________, supported by______________________,
that the minutes of the Closed Business Meeting held November 10, 2021 be approved as 
presented/amended.
           
Ayes________   Nays_________   Motion_________

D.    NEOLA - Final Read

Moved by______________________, supported by______________________, to approve the 
NEOLA policies as presented/amended.

Ayes________   Nays_________   Motion_________



E.     Handbook Revision
 
Moved by______________________, supported by______________________, to approve the 
changes in the handbook indicating that hats, jackets, and backpacks shall be stored in a 
student’s locker immediately upon arrival at school. In addition, they are not to be worn again 
until after the school day is over.           

Ayes________   Nays_________   Motion_________
 
F.     Combined Board Dinner
 
Moved by______________________, supported by______________________, to schedule a 
combined board meeting/dinner on _____________________ to be held at Kaleva Norman 
Dickson School District at _____ PM.

Ayes________   Nays_________   Motion________

G.      Adjournment                                               
 

Moved by______________________, supported by______________________, to adjourn at 
_________ p.m. with no objections.



10. Board Requests
11. Announcements

11.A. Next Board Meeting - January 12, 2022
12. Adjournment
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