
Board of Education Regular Meeting

Wednesday, April 8, 2026 6:30 PM

East Butler School
212 South Madison Street
Brainard, NE 68626-0036

 

Brandon Jisa:   Present   

Megan Kozisek:   Present   

Ryan Pekarek:   Present   

Laurie Smaus:   Present   

Dylan Spatz:   Present   

Sarah Strizek:   Present   

 

1. Call Meeting To Order

2. Roll Call

3. Flag Salute/Open Meetings Act Statement

4. Celebration of #EvenBetter

5. Mission & Vision Statement

6. School Board Goals

7. Patron's Comments

8. Discussion/Informational Items



8.1. Facility Enhancement Project

8.2. Nebraska Rural Community Schools Association Conference

8.3. Legislative Update

8.4. Summer Projects

9. Consent Agenda
Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented Passed with a motion by Ryan Pekarek 
and a second by Brandon Jisa.
Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 
Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea

9.1. Approval of Minutes

9.2. Treasurer's Report

9.3. Approval of Resignations and Hires

10. Regular Agenda

10.1. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the senior class trip.
Approve senior class trip Passed with a motion by Brandon Jisa and a second by Sarah 
Strizek.
Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 
Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea

10.2. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the graduating class of 2026.
Approve graduating class of 2026 Passed with a motion by Laurie Smaus and a second by 
Ryan Pekarek.
Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 
Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea

10.3. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on new laptops and laptop cases.
Approve purchase of new laptops and cases Apple Computers (90 Computers) - $44,460.00 
AGI Repair - $15,240.15 Passed with a motion by Dylan Spatz and a second by Sarah 
Strizek.
Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 
Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea

10.4. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the policy revisions.
Update Policy 4956 resignation of certificated staff and table policy 4058 Passed with a 
motion by Megan Kozisek and a second by Dylan Spatz.
Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 



Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea

10.5. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action to replace a condensing unit (Air 
Conditioner) at Dwight Elementary.
Accept TechMasters Estimate A of $8,706.65 for a condensing unit (Air Conditioner) at 
Dwight Elementary Passed with a motion by Sarah Strizek and a second by Ryan Pekarek.
Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 
Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea

11. Administrative Comments

12. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn at 7:47 PM Passed with a motion by Ryan Pekarek and a second by 
Brandon Jisa.
Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 
Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea





Legislative Information 
April 8, 2026 

Bills Currently Being Monitored 

LB 1219 (Brandt) is currently sitting on general file. 

LB 1219 provides that, beginning January 1, 2027, and notwithstanding the Property 
Tax Growth Limitation Act and the School District Property Tax Limitation Act, the total 
amount of property taxes that may be levied by a political subdivision in any year may 
not exceed the total amount levied in the prior year by more than the allowable growth 
percentage. 

The “allowable growth percentage” is defined as a percentage equal to the sum of: 

●​ 2%, plus 
●​ The political subdivision’s real growth percentage. 

The “real growth percentage” is defined as the percentage obtained by dividing: 

●​ The political subdivision’s real growth value by 
●​ The political subdivision’s total property valuation from the prior year. 

The “real growth value” is defined as the increase in a political subdivision’s total 
property valuation from the prior year to the current year due to: 

●​ Improvements to real property as a result of new construction and additions to 
existing buildings, 

●​ Any other improvements to real property which increase the value of such 
property, 

●​ Annexation of real property by the political subdivision, 
●​ A change in the use of real property, and 
●​ Any increase in personal property valuation over the prior year. 

East Butler’s “real growth percentage” for this current year was 1.21%, this is added 
onto the “allowable growth” percentage of 2%. Which means you were allowed to 
increase your tax asking by 3.21% before having to attend the joint hearing. In the last 
several years, the real growth percentage was less than 1%. 

LB 1050 (Murman, at the request of the Governor) relates to 3rd grade reading 
proficiency. 

●​ This bill is currently on select file, with amendments attached, which alters the 
original intent of the legislation. 

●​ The amendment allows for: 



Legislative Information 
April 8, 2026 

○​ On or before July 1, 2027, NDE must develop and adopt a model policy 
relating to the identification of student reading deficiency, reading 
interventions for kindergarten and grades one through three, retention 
policy at grade three for students with persistent reading deficiencies, 
dyslexia screening, and dyslexia technical assistance, parental 
involvement in reading interventions, and parental consent for retention in 
grade three. The model policy must include appropriate data reporting to 
NDE for purposes of assessing the effectiveness of reading interventions 
and the retention of students at grade three. 

○​ On or before August 1, 2028, each school district must develop and adopt 
a policy consistent with or comparable to the model policy developed by 
NDE. The policy must be a requirement for accreditation and must be filed 
with the Commissioner of Education. 

○​ Beginning in the school year 2028-29, NDE must provide access to 
technical resources, including staff and training, to each school district for 
purposes of implementing student identification, reading interventions, 
dyslexia screening, and dyslexia technical assistance. 

○​ The State Board of Education may adopt and promulgate rules and 
regulations. 

LB 803 (Revenue Committee) makes changes to the joint public hearing. It moves the 
joint public hearing to July instead of September, allowing tax payers a greater 
opportunity to provide input during the budgeting process. 

●​ Amendment 2651 states: 
○​ Creates a new section of law. It provides that each county and each city or 

school district levying a tax on property within a county must participate in 
a joint public hearing. Each political subdivision must designate one 
representative to attend the hearing on behalf of the political subdivision. If 
a political subdivision includes an area in more than one county, the 
political subdivision would be deemed to be within the county in which the 
political subdivision’s principal headquarters are located. 

○​ At least one voting member of the governing body of each participating 
political subdivision must attend the hearing. The county assessor of the 
county in which the joint public hearing is being held must also attend the 
hearing.  

○​ The hearing must be held on or after July 1 and prior to July 15 and before 
any of the participating political subdivisions file their adopted budget, and 
the hearing must be held after 6:00 PM. 

○​ At the hearing the designated representative must give a brief 
presentation on: 



Legislative Information 
April 8, 2026 

■​ The budget process, 
■​ How the budget affects the property tax request, 
■​ Information about the prior year’s budget and property tax request, 

and, 
■​ Any preliminary information about factors that may affect the 

current year’s budget as may be known to the political subdivision. 
○​ Finally - any member of the public must be allowed to speak at the hearing 

and must be given a reasonable amount of time to do so. 
○​ LB 803 is currently on Select File. 

 

 

 



 

 
SUMMER PROJECTS 2026 

 
Project Est. Cost Start Date 

K & 1st Grade - Brainard 
-​ Cabinets, ceiling grid, & lights 

$61,414 May 26 

Main Gym Floor - Resealing $3,300 July 6 

MPR Floor - Resealing $1,500 July 6 

Stripe parking spaces. $300 July 

Carpet - Pk-2 (Dwight) $14,087 June 

Concrete- Long & Triple Jump Pit $5,000 In Progress 

Concrete - Discus Ring $1,000  

TOTAL  $86,601  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Board of Education Regular Meeting 

Saturday, March 14, 2026 9:00 A.M. 

East Butler School - Brainard, NE 

 

1. Call Meeting To Order at 9:00 A.M. 

 

2. Roll Call - Present:  Brandon Jisa, Megan Kozisek, Ryan Pekarek, Laurie Smaus, 

Dylan Spatz, and Sarah Strizek.  Also present:  Mr. Michael Eldridge, Superintendent, 

Mr. Mark Cidlik, Secondary Principal, and Mr. Shawn Biltoft, Elementary Principal.   

 

3. Flag Salute/Open Meetings Act Statement 

 

4. Mission & Vision Statement 

 

5. School Board Goals 

 

6. Patron's Comments - Public Comment was received from Cari Kudlacek 

 

7. Discussion/Informational Items 

 

7.1. Facility Enhancement Update - Mr. Eldridge provided an update regarding the 

potential facility enhancement project. The following information was shared: 

The Building & Transportation Committee will be meeting with Boyd Jones & BCDM on 

March 17th for the Design Budget Review and on April 7th to look over the early bid 

package.  The early bid package went out for bid on March 12th. Bids will be due on 

March 31st, and the board will consider those bids at the special board meeting on April 

15th. 

7.2. Legislation Update - Mr. Eldridge updated the board on current pieces of legislation 

that require the district's attention. Some legislation may have a positive or negative 

impact on the school district.  

 

7.3. Extra Duty Assignments 2026-2027 

 

Mr. Eldridge shared with the board the current list of extra duty assignments for the 

2026-2027 school year. 

 

 

 

 

 



8. Consent Agenda 

 

8.1. Approval of Minutes 

8.2. Treasurer's Report 

8.3. Approval of Resignations and Hires 

 

Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented passed with a motion by Brandon 

Jisa and a second by Ryan Pekarek. 

 

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 

Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

 

9. Regular Agenda 

 

9.1. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the policy revisions.  

 

No action was taken, as no revisions were needed. 

 

9.2. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the LanMan Partnership 

agreement for the 2026-2027 school year. 

 

The district contracts with ESU #7 for providing technology support. 

 

Approve LanMan Partnership agreement for the 2026-2027 school year which is for two 

days a week passed with a motion by Brandon Jisa and a second by Sarah Strizek. 

 

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 

Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

 

9.3. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the mowing bids. 

 

Approve Buresh Lawn Care mowing bid ($500/mowing) passed with a motion by Ryan 

Pekarek and a second by Sarah Strizek. 

 

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 

Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

 

9.4. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the classified staff compensation 

for the 2026-2027 school year. 

 



Enter closed session at 10:04 A.M. to discuss the classified staff compensation to protect 

the financial interest of the district passed with a motion by Ryan Pekarek and a second 

by Dylan Spatz.  The board limited themselves to discussing this topic. 

 

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 

Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

 

Increase classified staff compensation by 4%, para substitute pay to $120 per day and 

teaching substitute pay to $170 per day/$185 per day for long term for the 2026-2027 

school year passed with a motion by Ryan Pekarek and a second by Sarah Strizek. 

 

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 

Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

 

9.5. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the technology purchases for the 

2026-2027 school year. 

 

Approved the quote from Apple, Inc. on the  purchase of 25 new iPads ($8,225), and the 

quote from KCAV for the purchase of 11 new interactive panels ($29,551.58) for the 

elementary classrooms for 2026-27 school year passed with a motion by Brandon Jisa 

and a second by Laurie Smaus. 

 

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 

Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

 

9.6. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action to approve the contract with Boyd 

Jones and authorize the superintendent to sign on behalf of the district for the Facility 

Enhancement Project. 

 

This contract has been reviewed by the school district's attorney. This contract does not 

commit the district to the project, rather it commits the district to the pre-construction 

costs ($10,000) 

 

To approve the contract with Boyd Jones and authorizing the Superintendent and/or 

Board President to sign the contract on behalf of the district passed with a motion by 

Megan Kozisek and a second by Ryan Pekarek. 

 

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 

Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

 

 



10. Administrative Comments - Mr. Cidlik reported on:  ESU 7 Annual Consultation; 

Targeted Improvement Plan (TIP); Spring ACT; reFRESH Grant; and AQuESTT 

Classification Rule.   Mr. Biltoft reported on: Preschool/Kindergarten Round-Up; 

Parent-Teacher Conferences; Tentative Assessment Schedule; Concordia Student 

Teachers; Grade 4-6 Cultural Arts Field Trip; and National Poison Prevention Week 

Proclamation.  Mr. Eldridge also gave a financial report.  The next meeting will be April 

8, 2026 at 6:30 P.M. and special meeting on April 15 2026 at 6:30 P.M. 

 

11. Adjournment 

 

Motion to adjourn at 11:34 A.M. passed with a motion by Ryan Pekarek and a second by 

Brandon Jisa. 

 

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 

Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

 

 

Kim Fuehrer 

Recording Secretary 

 



























Class of 2026 
 

 

Austin Biltoft        Addison Bohaty 

Jason Bongers       Elliot Bouc 

Brittney Buresh       Kadence Calahan 

Rocco Hageman       Dylan Klement 

Elyse Klement       Keigan Kocian 

Tristan Kocian       Alecia Kovar 

Lillian Kriz        Michael Kunasek 

Macie Micek        Zoey Patocka 

Jacob Pekarek       Blake Pierce  

Devon Prochaska       Jonathan Pytlik 

Anthony Sesemann                Vincent Vandenberg 

           Allen Wachal        Drew Wachal 















 

Secondary Principal Report                                                                                                                   
April 2026 – School Board Mee9ng 

 

 

I. Senior Class Informa0on 
A. On April 17, the Senior class will volunteer at the Oak Creek Spor:ng Club for the Ronald 

McDonald House fundraiser. 
B. On May 5, the Senior class will go on their class trip to Topgolf. Their class account will 

cover the expenses. 
C. May 8, Seniors vs. Staff 1:30 PM 
D. May 13, Seniors’ last day. 
E. May 16, Gradua:on at 2:00 PM 
F. Erin Roh will be the photographer for gradua:on, and the ceremony will be shown on 

the East Butler HUDL channel.  
 

II. 9th Grade Registra0on 
A. The current 8th grade class met on March 30 to cover class offerings. Parents and 

students were in aWendance.  
 

III. Assessment Dates 
A. NSCAS tes:ng is being completed in Math, English, and Science.  
B. NWEA tes:ng is on May 4 & 5 for the 7-11th grade students. 

 
IV. State Compe00ons 

A. FFA State – Received a Na:onal Superior Chapter Ra:ng. The East Butler FFA had 32 
qualify for state. Kate Janak – State Champion in Diversified Hor:culture. The FFA 
Chapter competed in Agriscience, Ag Mechanics, Floriculture, Vet Science, 
Nursery/Landscape, Choir, Proficiencies, Ag issues, Quick Pitch Team, Quiz Bowl, People 
in Ag, & Discovery Speaking.  

B. FCCLA State STAR – Fifeen students aWended the State FCCLA Leadership Conference. 
Students par:cipated in general sessions, STAR events, the Chapter Showcase Display, 
and the Innovate Your Plate Cooking with Beans contest. Michael Kunasek was selected 
to sing the Na:onal Anthem. Emy Lyons and Addison Rolfsmeier were named champions 
of the cooking compe::on, where they prepared and plated black bean brownie cups.  

C. SkillsUSA State will be in Grand Island on April 9-11. There are 10 students who qualified 
for state and 52 who will compete in compe::ons. The SkillsUSA Chapter will compete 
in Promo:onal Bulle:n Board, Job Skills Demo, Extemp Speaking, Pin Design, Motorcycle 
Technician, & Early Childhood.  



 
 
 
 
Elementary Principal Report 
April Board Meeting 
 
I.    PK/Kindergarten Round-Up 

A. Kindergarten Registration and Round-Up was in Dwight on March 26 and 
in Brainard on March 23 at 6:30 p.m.   

B. Current Registered Kindergarten Numbers: 
1. Dwight - 6 Students 
2. Brainard - 13 Students 

C. Preschool Registration and Round-Up will take place in Dwight on April 
21 and Brainard April 23 from 6:30-7:30.   

D. Anticipated Preschool Numbers: 
 1.  Dwight  - 15 Students  
 2.  Brainard - 20 Students 

 
II.   Spring Music Programs  

A. Monday, April 13 - Brainard Elementary Program 6:30 p.m.   
B. Friday, April 17 - Dwight Elementary Program 6:30 p.m.  
C. Monday, April 20 - High School Pre-contest Concert 6:30 p.m.  
D. Monday, May 4 - 5-12th Grade Band Concert 6:30 p.m. 

 
III.  Assessment Schedule 

A.  NSCAS - Gr. 3-6 Reading - April 8-9 
B.  NSCAS - Gr. 3-6 Math - April 14-15 
C.  NSCAS - Gr. 5 Science - April 21-22 
D.  Acadience Testing - May 4-8 
E.  NWEA Testing - May 4-8 
 

IV.  Targeted Improvement Plan (TIP) 
A.  The TIP is a requirement from the Nebraska Department of Education that 

is designed to ensure subgroups, including special education, within a 
school are showing improvement.  The form will be due May 1.   

B.   Mr. Cidlik and I attended a work session on March 30 to continue working 
on the document that targets the following areas:  

 1. Reflect 
 2. Identify 
 3. Analyze 
 4. Plan  
 5. Implement 
 

V.   In-School Savings Program/D.A.R.E.  
A. East Butler tellers involved with the in-school savings program will be 

participating in a trip to the Omaha Federal Reserve on May 7 to 
acknowledge our 25-26 tellers.  Brainard grade 6 and Dwight grade 5 
students served as tellers during the year.   

B. David City Police Chief Marla Schnell will be the instructor for Drug 
Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E) this year for Brainard grade 6.    
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