
Board of Education Regular Meeting

Wednesday, July 10, 2019 6:30 PM

East Butler School
212 South Madison Street

 

Megan Kozisek:   Present   

Ryan Pekarek:   Present   

Dylan Spatz:   Present   

Sarah Strizek:   Present   

Kim TePoel:   Present   

Dan Zysset:   Present   

 

1. Call Meeting To Order

2. Roll Call

3. Flag Salute

4. Approve Agenda

5. Motion to approve the agenda as presented Passed with a motion by Dan Zysset and a 
second by Sarah Strizek.

6. Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea, Kim 
TePoel: Yea, Dan Zysset: Yea



7. Patron's Comments

8. Informational Items

1. Hope Squad

2. Budget Update for 2019-2020

3. Bus Stop Discussion

4. Overtime/Snow Day Compensation

5. Track Discussion

6. Calendar Change for NETA

7. Approve calendar change to accommodate NETA conference Passed with a motion by Ryan 
Pekarek and a second by Dylan Spatz.

8. Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea, Kim 
TePoel: Yea, Dan Zysset: Yea

9. Consent Agenda

10. Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented Passed with a motion by Dan Zysset and 
a second by Ryan Pekarek.

11. Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea, Kim 
TePoel: Yea, Dan Zysset: Yea

1. Approval of Minutes

2. Treasurer's Report

12. Regular Agenda

1. Second Reading and Adoption of Policy Updates



2. Approve policies as read Passed with a motion by Kim TePoel and a second by Sarah 
Strizek.

3. Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea, Kim 
TePoel: Yea, Dan Zysset: Yea

4. Nebraska PowerSchool Cooperative
 

5. Approve joining Nebraska PowerSchool Cooperative as presented Passed with a motion by 
Dan Zysset and a second by Ryan Pekarek.

6. Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea, Kim 
TePoel: Yea, Dan Zysset: Yea

13. Administrative Comments

14. Items for next Meeting

15. Adjournment

16. Motion to adjourn at 8:26 pm Passed with a motion by Kim TePoel and a second by Dylan 
Spatz.

17. Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea, Kim 
TePoel: Yea, Dan Zysset: Yea
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Preparation

Phase 3: Learning About Suicide 
Prevention

Purpose

Help Hope Squad members learn about suicide warning signs and the 
importance of going to a trusted adult for help.

Objectives

• Understand most people considering suicide give warning signs.
• Understand how to recognize the warning signs of suicide.
• Understand the importance of reporting to an adult. 

Preparation

• Review the Phase 3 Prezi.
• Prepare the “Practice” activity found on page 4ϴ.
• Prepare the “Phrase Fishing” activity found on page 4ϵ.
• Prepare the literature activity for The Invisible Boy by Trudy >udwig 

found on page 55.

Suggested Phase Lesson Time: 25-30 minutes
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Advisor Pre-Reading 

Phase 3 teaches Hope Squad members to recognize 
suicide warning signs and reporting to an adult. Before 
attempting suicide, most people will exhibit one or 
more signs indicating he or she is thinking about 
suicide.i A warning sign is a change, manifestation, or 
behavior signaling an individual has suicidal thoughts. 
Each warning sign should be taken seriously as a cry 
for help, no matter how small or unimportant it may 
seem. Eo two situations will be the same and there is 
not a finite list of warning signs.

When comparing young children to teens there are 
some important concepts to understand. Research 
suggests that young children are inherently impulsive, 
lack the skills necessary to visualize a better future, and 
often do not have the strategies that older children 
have to cope with stressful problems or seek help.ii 
While the number of deaths by suicide among young 
children are low, the number of attempts have been 
increasing quickly, especially among girls.iii

Talking openly and appropriately about suicide and 
suicide warning signs with children of all ages helps 
prevent suicide. These discussions will help Hope 
Squad advisors identify students who may be having 
thoughts of suicide. 

Warning signs can be grouped into three categories: 
talk, behavior, and mood. Some common warning 
signs among young children include: v vi vii

Talk. Any expression of suicidal thoughts should 
be taken seriously with the child being referred to a 
mental health professional.iv Thinking about suicide, or 
preoccupation with thoughts of suicide, is one major 
warning sign. Other signs may include:

• Talking, writing, or drawing about suicide or death 
ͻ Stating that he or she feels like a burden to others
• Expressing that he or she feels trapped or hopeless

remembering

Phase 2

Good listening 
skills are 

important to 
have as a Hope 
Squad member. 
Future Phases 

will review good 
and bad secrets 

and when to talk 
to an adult.
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Pre-reading

Behaviors:
• Withdrawing from friends 
• Withdrawing from favorite activities 
• Giving away prized possessions
• Eeglecting personal appearance
• Running away from home
• Buying or gathering lethal means

Moods:
• DepressionͶThe child may be very sad all the time or feel he or she will never be happy 

again.
• AngerͶThe child may be more irritable or angrier than before.
• Severe or unusual mood swings
• Aggressive behavior
• Change in personality (e.g. from upbeat to quiet)

Warning signs are important as each behavior indicates a childΖs risk for attempting suicide. 
Recognizing warning signs can prevent someone from attempting suicide by getting the help 
and attention the child needs from parents and mental health professionals.

While this Phase will not teach risk factors, it is important that advisors understand risk 
factors. Risk factors are certain situations or conditions that make it more likely someone 
would attempt or complete suicide.xi

Risk factors show the individuals who are at higher risk for suicide while warning signs 
indicate the individuals who are in immediate danger.v Common risk factors for young children 
include: iii

• Having a mental health problem like depression or Attention-Deficit Disorder 
• Being a victim of sexual or physical abuse 
• Engaging in antisocial behavior such as shoplifting, fighting, or starting fires
• Beginning puberty early
• Having a predisposition to impulsiveness 
• Experiencing familial relationship problems 
• Being bullied
• Having any uncertainty surrounding sexual orientation
• Experiencing stressful life events (e.g. loss of a friend, a break-up, parents’ divorce, etc.)
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1. Review Phase 2 concepts and discuss Phase 3 
obũectives. ;ϱ minutesͿ In our last two meetings, 
we learned about hope, being a good friend, 
and the importance of being a good listener. 
Today, we are learning about something new. 
We are going to be talking about suicide. Does 
anyone know what suicide means͍ Suicide is a 
sad thing that can happen if someone decides 
to end his or her life. No one should feel so bad 
that he or she does not want to live anymore. 
We are going to talk more about suicide today 
and discuss how we can reach out with kindness 
to others.

2. When we talk about suicide, people can say or 
act differently than normal. If someone says 
something that makes you feel uncomfortable 
or you don’t know what to do, tell an adult you 
trust immediately͊ Adults know how to keep 
kids safe. 

When someone is thinking about suicide, the 
person might say things to others. Examples of 
things people may say include: v vi 

• Feeling like a burden. “Everyone would 
be better off without me.” “Eo one would 
miss me if I was dead.”

• Feeling trapped or hopeless. “There’s no 
way out. >ife will never get better.”

• Talk about suicide. “I’m going to kill 
myself.” “I wish I was dead.”

Anytime someone says something like this to 
you, or you overhear someone say something 
like this, tell an adult immediately.
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WƌĞƐĞŶtĂtiŽŶ

People can feel different when thinking about 
suicide. Someone may feel: viii xi

• Depression. The person may be very sad 
all the time and feel like he or she can’t 
ever be happy again.

• Anger. The person may be angrier and 
more irritable than before.

Remember, everyone has bad days͖ one bad 
day or week does not mean that someone will 
attempt suicide. Sometimes, people can feel 
really sad or angry because someone close, like 
a grandparent died, a pet got sick, or a friend 
moved to a new state. There are lots of things 
that can make us feel temporarily sad or angry. 
However, if something doesn’t seem right, you 
need to tell an adult.

People might act differently if he or she has 
thought about suicide. This behavior change 
can include acting:

• Mean towards others
• Eot being interested in activities the 

person used to enjoy (such as sports, 
riding bikes, playing with friends, going 
shopping)

• Stops talking to friends and family

What we’ve learned about so far is serious. You 
might even feel a little sad learning about this. 
It is important to remember that a lot of what 
we talked about is common, such as if someone 
has a bad day. One bad day does not mean that 
someone is going to consider suicide. However, 
if you hear someone say something and you 
feel uncomfortable or unsure about what was 
said, tell an adult immediately. 

3. Activity Break: The Invisible Boy by Trudy 
Ludwig. /ŶƐtƌƵctiŽŶƐ� ĨŽƵŶĚ� ŽŶ� ƉĂŐĞ� ϱϱ͘� ;ϱ�
ŵiŶƵtĞƐͿ
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4. �ŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ǁŚen� ƚo� ƚaůŬ� ƚo� an� aĚƵůƚ͘� ;ϱ�ŵŝnƵƚeƐͿ�
Now that we have learned about what suicide 
is, we need to talk about when to tell an adult 
and why talking to an adult is important. A 
friend may share feelings that are not easy to 
fix and have been going on a long time. These 
feelings often require help from a trusted adult 
or mental health professional. These feelings 
could include: xiv xv  

• Wanting to hurt someone
• Hurting or talking about hurting him or 

herself
• Being abused, neglected, or bullied 
• Participating in unsafe behaviors (e.g. drug 

use, alcohol use, etc.)
• Wanting to run away
• Feeling very sad or depressed

If a friend says things similar to these examples, 
tell an adult! Trying to help a struggling friend 
by yourself can be challenging͖ but remember, 
you are not alone. Adults have the training 
to help people who are struggling with these 
feelings. 

You wouldn’t give stitches to someone if you 
weren’t a doctor, right͍ You need to talk to an 
adult immediately if a friend is experiencing 
any of the things we just discussed. It’s the job 
of adults to keep kids safe͖ adults can help your 
friend better than you can. Adults know people, 
like doctors who are trained to help people who 
are struggling with complex feelings or unsafe 
situations.xiv

5. Activity Break: “Practice.” /nƐƚrƵĐtionƐ� ĨoƵnĚ�
on�paŐe�ϰϴ͘
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Wresentation

6. When referring a friend to an adult, you should:   
• Make sure the person knows the adult is 

someone he or she can trust. The adult 
will not judge or punish the person, but 
will find ways to help. Ask if the person 
wants you to come with to talk to an adult, 
so the individual does not feel alone.

• Make sure the person knows you care 
and want him or her to talk to an adult to 
helƉ the Ɖerson Ĩeel beƩer.

• Kīer hoƉe͊ Talking to an adult will help  
the person understand these emotions.

• If a person refuses to talk to an adult, 
remember you need to tell to an adult, 
no ŵaƩer ǁhat. This might seem scary, 
but it is an adult’s job to keep kids safe. 
Adults can’t keep your friend safe if you 
don’t say anything͊

7. Activity Break: “Phrase &ishing.” Instructions 
found on page ϰϵ. (1Ϭ minutes) Inform Hope 
Squad members of the next meeting and answer 
any questions. Give out any assignments to be 
completed by the next meeting.

 i  American Psychological Association, 201ϲ.
ii  American Psychological Association, 2010. 
iii  Society for the Prevention of Teen Suicide, 201ϲ.
iv  Hockenberry Θ Wilson, 201ϱ.
v  Smith, Segal, Θ Robinson 201ϲ.
vi    Brogen, :., 2014.
vii  American Association of Suicidology, 201ϲ. 
viii  Eational Suicide Prevention >ifeline, n.d. 
ix  :ADA, 201ϱ.
x  Eational Health Services, 201ϱ.
xi  American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, 201ϲ.
xii  Oaklander, 201ϱ.
xiii  U.S. Department of Health Θ Human Services, n.d.
xiv  Rose et al., n.d.
xv  Eational Institutes of Health, 201ϱ.
xvi  APA Help Center, n.d. 
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Phase 3 Activity: 

Practice

Purpose: Help students practice talking to friends displaying suicide warning signs.

/nstrƵĐtions͗�Pretend a friend confided that he or she feels sad and thinks that 
nobody cares about what happens to him or her. Your friend tells you it would just 
be better if he or she didn’t have to live anymore. Your friend talked to you because 
he or she trusts you, but doesn’t want anyone else to know. The person is embar-
rassed and afraid of what could happen if an adult finds out. What could you say if 
you had a friend in this situation͍ What are you supposed to do in this situation͍ 

Have the students brainstorm ideas of what to say and what trusted adults a Squad 
member could talk to in this situation.

�ǆamples oĨ Actions SƋuad Members Could dake:

• Tell the person you care about him or her and you are glad you are friends.
• Tell the person there are adults you trust and discuss who you could go 

talk to about his or her feelings.
• Offer to come with the person and be there for support.
• Use good listening skills and listen to your friend.
• If your friend refuses to tell an adult, go and tell a trusted adult what the 

person told you.
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Activity

Phase 3 Activity: 
Phrase Fishing

Purpose: Help students recognize what situations require the help from an adult.

/nstructions͗ Tape a medium-length piece of string to the end of a long stick. Tie 
a magnet to the other end of the string to finish creating the “fishing pole.” Print 
out the fishes found on the next few pages and place one magnet on the back of 
each fish before placing the fish in a bucket. On a white board, create two columns: 
“Trusted Adults” and “Friends Can Handle It.” Have the students take turns “fishing.” 
As a class, identify the column the selected phrase belongs to, placing the fish on 
the board in the appropriate place.

Answer Key

Trusted Adult Friends Can Handle It

“I want to run away forever.” “I don’t have a lot of friends.”

“Eobody would miss me if I were gone.” “I’m having a bad day.”

“Things will never get better͊” “I wish I were better at sports.”

“I hate my life.” “I’m not that good at school.”

“I feel so sad I can’t even sleep at night.” “Why can’t my brothers and sisters be nicer͍”

“Someone I know is hurting me.” “I’m having a really bad hair day͊”

“I hate myself.” “I’m feeling really tired today.”
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Activity

Copyright Sample



15

Year 1 | PHASE 3

56 ©2016 Hope Squad® All rights reserved

One 
by <athryn Otoshi

(https:ͬͬyoutu.beͬlSnS�11ptE0)

• Think about a time where you saw someone acting like “red” towards 
someone else and making the person feel “blue.” Did you stand up for 
the person͍ What did you do͍ Was it scary or hard to do͍

• Sometimes, it can be hard to stand up to someone that is bullying 
someone else. :ust like “one” in the story, what are some ways that 
you can stand up for others͍ ;>ist ideas on the boardͿ

• How can you stand up to someone being “red,” but still show kindness 
towards the person͍ ;>ist ideas on boardͿ

Each Kindness
by :aqueline Woodson

(https:ͬͬyoutu.beͬwG<teTϱ<iSE)

• Chloe and her friends were whispering about Daya and ignoring her 
throughout the story. The girls would even tell Daya “no” when she 
asked if the girls wanted to play with her. What is that called͍ (Bullying). 

• Was it okay for Chloe and her friends to bully Daya because she was a 
new student and maybe didn’t have the newest clothes or sometimes 
brought different food for lunch͍

• Why is it wrong to call people names or make up mean nicknames͍ 
How would you feel if someone did that to you͍

• Why do you think Chloe felt bad about how she treated Daya after 
learning about kindness from her teacher͍

• Think about how you treat other people around you. What is one thing 
you can do to show kindness this next week͍

Say Something
by Peggy Doss

(https:ͬͬyoutu.beͬPͺbϱYp:AAPk)

• The girl in the story talks about people being bullied and how she 
doesn’t say anything. This is called being a bystander. Is being a 
bystander okay͍

• When the girl in the story gets teased in a mean way, she says she 
felt embarrassed and that she cried. She said she wished she could 
disappear. What would you have done to help her as a Hope Squad 
member͍
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Prezi
http://prezi.com/zepzewg9kzaw/?utm_campaign=share&ut
m_medium-copy&rc=ex0share
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Preparation

Phase 4: Good and Bad Secrets

Purpose

Help Hope Squad members understand the difference between good 
and bad secrets and when to talk to an adult.

Objectives

• I understand the difference between good and bad secrets.
• I know it is important to tell an adult when a friend asks me to keep 

a bad secret.
• I can identify trusted adults I can talk to when I am worried about 

a friend.

Preparation

• Review the Phase 4 Prezi.
• Prepare the “Flash Card Relay” activity found on page ϲϲ.
• Prepare the literature activity for Do You Have a Secret? Let’s Talk 

About It! by :ennifer Doore-Dallinos found on page ϲϴ.

Suggested Phase Lesson Time: 30 minutes
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Advisor Pre-Reading 

In this Phase, Hope Squad members will learn to 
differentiate between good and bad secrets. Children 
encounter many different situations where secrets 
are involved. Some secrets are harmless, such as 
secrets about surprise parties or crushes. However, 
some secrets are harmful, dangerous, or even deadly. 
Examples of bad secrets include a person intentionally 
participating in self-harm and asking a friend not to 
tell, gossip, someone talking about wanting to die, and 
seeing someone being bullied. 

Bad secrets should always be shared with a trusted 
adult (e.g. parent, teacher, advisor, principal, school 
counselor, etc.) If an individual knows someone who 
has become a danger to him or herself or others, the 
person should tell an adult immediately. Stress to 
Hope Squad members that sharing a secret can be 
diĸcult, but it is more important to lose a friendship, 
than to lose a friend. 

Emphasize to Hope Squad members that sometimes, 
despite all efforts, a student may die from suicide, even 
if the Squad member told an adult.i Stress that Hope 
Squad members are never responsible for another 
person’s decisions or actions, but Squad members are 
responsible for telling an adult if he or she knows a bad 
secret. 

remembering

Phase 3

A warning sign 
is a behavior, or 
manifestation 
signaling an 

individual has 
suicidal thoughts. 

Each warning 
sign should be 
taken seriously 

as a cry for help, 
no matter how 
unimportant it 

may seem. 
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Presentation

1. Review Phase 3 concepts and discuss Phase 4 
obũectives. ;ϱ minutesͿ We have talked about 
what suicide is, the importance of reporting, 
and how being a good listener is one of the 
best ways to help others. One of the reasons 
we learned about being a good listener is so we 
would know what to do if someone shared a 
secret. Today, we will learn about the different 
types of secrets and why it’s important to talk 
to trusted adults about secrets. 

2. Activity Break: Do zou ,ave a Secret͍ ;>et͛s 
Talk About /t!Ϳ by :ennifer MooreͲMallinos. 
/nstructions found on page ϲϴ. ;ϱ minutesͿ

ϯ. �iscuss the diīerence between good and bad 
secrets. ;ϭϬ minutesͿ AsŬ students͗ that do 
you thinŬ a good secret is͍ How do you thinŬ 
good secrets maŬe you feel͍ >et the group 
share some ideas. ;hse the Prezi to illustrate 
this conceptͿ

We like good secrets, because no one will get 
hurt. With good secrets, everyone will find out 
eventually. For example, let’s say you decided 
to plan a surprise party for a friend. Does your 
friend know you are planning the party͍ Is the 
person excited and happy when he or she sees 
the party and you all yell, “Surprise͊”͍ That’s 
an example of a good secret. Other examples 
might include who someone has a crush on or 
that you parents got a new pet, but didn’t tell 
you.
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4. �sŬ�stƵĚents͗�͞tŚat�Ěo�ǇoƵ�tŚŝnŬ�a�ďaĚ�seĐret�
is? How do you think bad secrets make you 
Ĩeeů͍͟�>et� tŚe�stƵĚents�ďraŝnstorŵ� ŝĚeas�ƵsŝnŐ�
tŚe�Preǌŝ�to�ŝůůƵstrate�tŚŝs�ĐonĐeƉt͘�Bad secrets 
can make us feel sad, mad, depressed, anxious, 
angry, scared, or even embarrassed. Is it okay 
tŚat�ďaĚ�seĐrets�ŵaŬe�ƉeoƉůe�Ĩeeů�tŚŝs�ǁaǇ͍�>et�
tŚe�stƵĚents�ĚŝsĐƵss͘

If someone keeps a bad secret and doesn’t tell 
anyone, it can be harmful to you or others. It 
can harm your feelings, mind, or even your 
body. Examples of bad secrets include being 
bullied, gossip, or suicide. These secrets are 
never okay. ALWAYS tell an adult if someone is 
forcing or has asked you to keep a bad secret. 
If you feel like you are already keeping a bad 
secret, tell an adult. Adults can help you figure 
out what to do with bad secrets. It’s an adult’s 
job to keep children safe. 

Check student comprehension and review 
ĐonĐeƉts�ŝĨ�neeĚeĚ͘�So, we have learned about 
two kinds of secrets. Which secrets are okay to 
keep͍�;'ooĚ�seĐrets�ďeĐaƵse�eǀerǇone�ǁŝůů�ĮnĚ�
oƵt�tŚe�seĐret�eǀentƵaůůǇ͘Ϳ�What secrets should 
we ALWAYS tell an adult͍ ;�aĚ�seĐretsͿ

ϱ. daůŬ�aďoƵt�trƵsteĚ�aĚƵůts͘�;ϱ�ŵŝnƵtesͿ�>et’s talk 
about what a trusted adult is. It’s important to 
find an adult that you trust when you need to 
share a bad secret. A trusted adult will listen 
and make sure that you, or the person who has 
a bad secret, is safe. >et’s make a list of trusted 
adults.i� �raŝnstorŵ� ǁŝtŚ� stƵĚents� ǁrŝtinŐ� tŚe�
ůŝst� on� tŚe� ďoarĚ͘� �ǆaŵƉůes� oĨ� trƵsteĚ� aĚƵůts�
ŝnĐůƵĚe͗�,oƉe�^ƋƵaĚ�aĚǀŝsor͕ �ƉrŝnĐŝƉaů͕�ĐŚƵrĐŚ�
ůeaĚers͕� Ɖarents� or� ŐƵarĚŝans͕� aƵnts͕� ƵnĐůes͕�
ŐranĚƉarents͕� ƉoůŝĐe� oĸĐers͕� ďest� ĨrŝenĚ͛s�
ŵoŵ͕�a�teaĐŚer͕ �a�ĐoaĐŚ͕�sĐoƵt�ůeaĚers͕�etĐ͘
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Presentation

ϲ. �iscuss the fictional scenario and process the 
information with the students. ;ϱ minutesͿ Greg 
has a friend who has been saying things like, “I 
just want to die, but don’t tell anyone.” 

• Should Greg tell an adult͍ Why͍ 
• Identify some adults you could talk to if 

you were in Greg’s situation. 

Think about the situation with Greg again. If this 
had been your best friend who told you not to 
tell anyone, would that be really hard to tell an 
adult͍ It can be diĸcult, scary, and even sad to 
tell an adult a bad secret that a friend told you 
not to tell. But, keeping a friend safe is more 
important than keeping a bad secret. 

Sometimes, someone will share a secret and 
say if you tell anyone, he or she won’t be your 
friend anymore. If it is a bad secret, your friend’s 
safety and life depend on you telling a trusted 
adult, even if it means not listening to your 
friend. You are being a good friend by making 
sure there is an adult to help your friend when 
he or she needs it most.

7. Activity Break: “Flash Card Zelay.” ;ϱ minutesͿ 
/nstructions found on page ϲϲ.

/nform Squad members of the neǆt meeting and 
answer questions. 'ive out any assignments to 
completed by the neǆt meeting.

 i  Eelson, E., Θ Eelson, R., 200ϵ 
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Phase 4 Activity: 
Flash Card Relay

PƵrƉose͗�Help students understand the difference between good and bad secrets.

/nstrƵĐtions͗�Print out the scenarios in the table on the next page. You can add additional 
scenarios if desired. Dake two sets of flash cards. Dark each set with a different color dot 
in the corner in order to identify the cards belonging to each set. Place two containers, one 
labeled “Good Secrets,” the other “Bad Secrets,” at opposite ends of the room. Divide the 
students into two teams, giving each team a set of flash cards. Explain that teams will read 
each card and decide if the scenario is a good or bad secret. A team member must place 
the card in the appropriate container. 

The first group to place all of the flashcards in the correct container wins, unless the other 
team had more correct answers. (The colored dots on the cards are used to determine if 
each team’s cards were placed in the correct container.) Discuss any incorrectly identified 
cards. Dake sure to emphasize it is the student’s responsibility to tell any bad secrets to a 
trusted adult.

Good Secret Scenarios

• “I failed my math test today, please don’t tell anyone.”
• “We are planning a surprise party for Derrick. Dake sure you don’t say anything.”
• “Promise not to tell anyone͙I have a crush on Trent͊”
• “For Suzie’s birthday, I got her a gift card to her favorite store in the mall.”
• “I’m going to read my sister’s journal while she’s at her friend’s house͊”

Bad Secret Scenarios

• “I feel like a loser. I just don’t want to live anymore.”
• “Chandler is planning on beating up Andrew after school, don’t tell the teachers͊”
• “What’s the point of trying in school anymore͍ I won’t be around much longer 

anyway.”
• “I told everyone a rumor about :oAnna, even though it’s not true. I saw her crying 

about it in the bathroom today.”
• “<yle told me today that he is so sad sometimes, he thinks about ending his life. Don’t 

tell anyone else͊”
• “Someone is hurting me, but I don’t want to tell anyone because I’m scared.”
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�ĐtiǀŝƚǇ

“For Suzie’s birthday, 
I got her a gift card to 
her favorite store in 

the mall.”

“Someone is hurting 
me, but I don’t want to 
tell anyone because I’m 

scared.”

“I feel like a loser. I 
just don’t want to live 

anymore.”

“We are planning 
a surprise party for 

Derrick. Dake sure you 
don’t say anything.”

“I failed my math test 
today, please don’t tell 

anyone.”

“Promise not to tell 
anyone͙ I have a crush 

on Trent͊”

“What’s the point 
of trying in school 

anymore͍ I won’t be 
around much longer 

anyway.”

“I told everyone a 
rumor about :oAnna, 

even though it’s 
not true. I saw her 

crying about it in the 
bathroom today.”

“<yle told me today 
that he is so sad some-
times, he thinks about 
ending his life. Don’t 

tell anyone else͊”

“Chandler is planning 
on beating up Andrew 
after school, don’t tell 

the teachers͊”

“I’m going to read my 
sister’s journal while 
she’s at her friend’s 

house͊”
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Phase 4 Literature 

Books are tools that help Hope Squad members understand the ideas 
covered in the Phase. Read �o zou ,ave a Secret͍ (>et͛s dalk About It͊) 
by :ennifer Doore-Dallinos. After reading the book to Squad members, 
use the story to review the Phase 4 topic.

Possible Discussion Questions

• In the book we learn about two kinds of secrets, good secrets 
and bad secrets. What examples of good secrets did the story 
share with us͍

• What examples of bad secrets did the story share with us͍
• How do bad secrets make us feel͍
• If we have a bad secret or if someone shared a bad secret with 

us, what does the story tell us to do͍
• Is telling a bad secret a good thing or a bad thing͍ Why͍

If the selected book is not available, substitute the book with the option 
below. 

Secret Piǌǌa Party
by Adam Rubin

(https:ͬͬyoutu.beͬyon1ϱ4ϲ�wDs)

• Who here would like to have a secret pizza party͍ Is this a good 
or bad secret͍ 

• How can you tell a secret is a good secret͍ 
• Because this was a good secret, did everyone find out about 

raccoon eventually͍ 
• Pretend someone shared a bad secret with you, would you feel 

the same as if you were having a secret pizza party͍ What should 
you do in that situation͍
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Secret Wiǌǌa Warty
by Adam Rubin

(https:ͬͬyoutu.beͬyon1ϱ4ϲ�wDs)

• Who here would like to have a secret pizza party͍ Is this a good 
or bad secret͍ 

• How can you tell a secret is a good secret͍ 
• Because this was a good secret, did everyone find out about 

raccoon eventually͍ 
• Pretend someone shared a bad secret with you, would you feel 

the same as if you were having a secret pizza party͍ What should 
you do in that situation͍
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Prezi

http://prezi.com/li89rkoem3q3/?utm_campaign=share&ut
m_medium=copy&rc=ex0share
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Phase 8:

Similarities 
and 

Differences

Elementary Year 1 | Phase 8
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Preparation

Phase 8: Similarities and Differences

Purpose

Promote the principles of inclusion and celebrating differences.

Objectives

• I recognize that everyone has similarities and differences.
• I can recognize when someone is being excluded.
• I can help people who may feel left out by including others.

Preparation

• Review the Phase ϴ Prezi.
• Prepare the “Similarities and Differences” activity found on page 

12ϳ.
• Prepare the literature activity for /t͛s KŬay to Be �iīerent by Todd 

Parr found on page 12ϴ.

Suggested Phase Lesson Time: ϮϱͲϯϬ minutes
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Advisor Pre-Reading 

Phase ϴ will help Hope Squad members accept other 
peoples’ differences and notice those who may be 
ostracized because he or she is different.

Each person has different life experiences and come 
from different cultures, which means everyone has a 
unique and personal perspective of the world. While 
similarities foster a sense of belonging and can connect 
people, differences provide opportunities for learning 
and cultivating new ideas. An important part in being 
able to recognize and accept differences is having good 
listening skills (detailed on page 2ϲ).

Ostracism, or social exclusion, is defined as being 
ignored and excluded. Ostracism often occurs without 
explanation or explicit negative attention.i There are 
many reasons why people are left outͶappearance, 
perceived intelligence, physical ability, or behavior.ii 
Personal judgments affect how individuals treat others.

remembering

Phase 7

Bullying is 
never okay. 
If you see a 

bullying 
situation, it is 
important to 
tell an adult. 
Remember to 

show kindness 
to everyone, 

and not react 
to the situation 

or bully.
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Presentation

1. Review Phase ϳ concepts and discuss Phase 
ϴ obũectives. >ast time, we learned about 
bullying. We learned who is involved in bullying 
situations and what we can do about bullying. 
Today, we will talk about why similarities and 
differences are important.

2. Activity Break: /t͛s Okay to Be Different by 
Todd Parr. Instructions found on page 12ϴ. (5 
minutes)

ϯ.  �iscuss diīerences and similarities. (5 minutes) 
Have the students hold up his or her right hand. 
Eow, turn to your neighbor and compare your 
thumbs. Do your fingerprints look the same͍ 
Or different͍ Give the students a few minutes 
to compare. Did you know that scientists have 
never found two people with the exact same 
fingerprints͍ Each person’s fingerprints are 
unique. There’s a one in ϲ4 billion chance that 
your fingerprint will match up exactly with 
someone else’s.iii It’s the same with people. 
Everyone is unique and have different life expe-
riences and backgrounds. Here are some things 
that make a person unique: 

• Where someone lives
• Where a person’s family comes from
• Family and cultural traditions 
• Religious beliefs
• Interests and hobbies

These characteristics influence who we are and 
how we view the world. 
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4. We all have similarities, which are the things we 
have in common with someone else. Similarities 
help us feel close to other people. Similarities 
help us make friends. 

Eo matter how similar we are, there are always 
differences. Show picture of twins on Prezi. 
For example, I want you to think of a pair of 
twins. Are these people the same͍ Students 
may answer yes to the question. If you were a 
twin, would you like the same things͍ Would 
you have the same friends͍ Even though these 
twins might look the same, are the twins the 
same͍ Eo͊ The children like different things, 
have different friends, and even have different 
fingerprints. Eo two people are the same, even 
twins. 

Differences are just as exciting as similarities. 
When you find someone who thinks differently 
than you, has a different interest, or comes from 
a different place, talk about it. You may discover 
a new hobby or start a new friendship. Don’t let 
differences affect the way you treat someone. 
Being different shouldn’t stop you from being 
a person’s friend. >et’s learn how similar and 
different our Squad is.

Activity Break: “Siŵilarities and Diīerences.” 
Instructions found on page 1Ϯϳ. (5 minutes)
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Presentation

ϱ. An important part in accepting other people’s 
differences is being a good listener. Do you 
remember how to be a good listener͍ Review 
ǁŚoůe�ďoĚǇ�ůŝstenŝnŐ�Ĩroŵ�PŚase�Ϯ͘

• �yes. >ook at your friend while he or 
she is talking. Eotice your friend’s body 
language. People use body language to 
communicate in a nonverbal way. For 
example, when someone is nervous, the 
person may move around more.

• �ars. Don’t assume you know what the 
person is going to say. >isten carefully to 
what your friend is saying. 

• Mouth. >et the speaker finish before you 
begin to speak. Don’t interrupt.

• Hands & Feet. Your hands and feet are 
quiet. Don’t use your hands or feet as a 
distraction.

• Brain. Think about what the person is 
saying to you.

• ,eart. Care about what the person is 
saying.

ϲ.  >istening to people, being respecƞul and 
including others is important so people do not 
feel ostracized. Ostracism is when someone 
is ignored and excluded because of his or her 
differences. As a Hope Squad member, you 
should look for people who are left out or feel 
alone because people do not recognize how 
great differences are. You can help someone  
feel included by getting to know the person. 
You can eat lunch together or play with each 
other at recess. Daybe you could invite the 
person to be a part of a group activity during 
class. There are lots of things you can do. What 
are some other ideas of how to help others feel 
included͍ ,aǀe�tŚe�stƵĚents�ansǁer͘
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ϳ.  Remember, it is never okay to judge a person 
because of his or her differences. >earn 
about those who are different. Be willing to 
be a friend. You may learn something new.

Invite each ,ope Squad member to reach 
out to someone in the school that may feel 
alone or ostraciǌed. ,ave the students come 
prepared to share the eǆperience the neǆt 
time you meet. Inform ,ope Squad members 
of the neǆt meeting and answer questions.

i Williams, 200ϳ.
ii Eowicki, 2014.
iii Watson, 200ϴ.Copyright Sample
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Activity

Phase 8 Activity: 

Similarities and Differences

Purpose: Help Hope Squad members identify similarities and differences among peers.

Instruction: Put students into pairs, hand each pair a piece of paper. Have the students fold 
the paper hot dog style, write his or her name at the top of the paper and the numbers 1-1ϱ 
along the side. Give the students a few minutes to talk to one another about the following 
topics:

1. Favorite food͍
2. Favorite school subject͍
ϯ. Favorite movie͍
4. Favorite book͍
ϱ. Favorite bandͬsong͍
ϲ. What sports does the person like to play͍
ϳ. Where does the person want to go on vacation͍
ϴ. Does the person have any siblings͍
ϵ. What does the person want to be when he or she grows up͍
10. What city does the person live in͍
11. Who is his or her teacher͍
12. Favorite season of the year͍
1ϯ. Favorite animal͍
14. Favorite dessert͍
1ϱ. What is the person’s favorite thing to do at recess͍

Have the students write down his or her answers. After answering the questions, have the 
students circle the answers that are the same. Process the activity with the class: Did you 
learn something new about the person͍ What things do you have in common͍ What was 
something different you learned͍ What has this activity taught you about being a good friend 
to everyone around you͍
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Phase 8 Literature 

Books are tools that help Hope Squad members understand the 
ideas covered in the Phase. Read /t͛s�KŬaǇ�to��e��ŝīerent�by Todd 
Parr͘�After reading the book to Squad members, use the story to 
review the Phase ϴ topic.

Possible Discussion Questions

• People are different in a lot of ways. What’s one thing 
you learned from the story about being different͍

• Even though we are different, everyone is important and 
unique. What’s one unique thing about you͍

• How do you feel when you see others being made fun of 
or ignored because he or she is different͍

• What is one goal you can set to show someone you 
appreciate the person being different and special͍

/Ĩ�tŚe�seůeĐteĚ�ďooŬ�ŝs�not�aǀaŝůaďůe͕�sƵďstitƵte�tŚe�ďooŬ�ǁŝtŚ�one�
Ĩroŵ�tŚe�ůŝst�on�tŚe�neǆt�ƉaŐe͘�
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Literature

dhree Hens and a PeacocŬ
by >ester >aminack

• The peacock’s difference upset the hens. Instead of accepting how 
the peacock was helping, the hens felt he was making things worse. 
How did that make the peacock feel͍

• What kinds of similarities did the hens and peacock have͍
• Why did it not work when then hens and peacock switched jobs on 

the farm͍
• Why do you think it’s important that the hens and peacock have 

differences͍

Anansi the Spider
by Gerald DcDermott

• How did Anansi’s son’s differences help the group work together to 
save Anansi͍

• How can you use your special talents and abilities that set you apart 
to help others͍

• What can you do as a Hope Squad to work together to be good friends 
to others around you͍

Same, Same But �iīerent
by :enny Sue <ostecki-Shaw
(https:ͬͬyoutu.beͬDj<1:0jUxD4)

• Elliot and <ailash lived across the world from each other, but still 
managed to find things in common. What were some similarities 
talked about in the story͍

• What were some differences that Elliot and <ailash talked about in 
the story͍ :ust because the kids had differences, did that mean Elliot 
and <ailash couldn’t be friends͍

• Think about things that are unique about you. How can you use your 
differences to be a friend to others around you͍
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Prezi

http://prezi.com/kayy-
hhr96me/?um_campaign=share&utm+medi

um=copy&rc=ex0share
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Board of Education Regular Meeting 
East Butler Public School - Brainard 
Wednesday, June 12, 2019  

 

  
1. Call Meeting To Order at 6:30 P.M. 
 
2. Roll Call - Present:  Megan Kozisek, Kim TePoel, Dan Zysset, Ryan Pekarek, Dylan Spatz, 
and Sarah Strizek.  Also present:  Mr. Sam Stecher, Superintendent and Mr. Shawn Biltoft, 
Elementary Principal. 
  
3. Flag Salute 
 
4. Approve Agenda 
  
      Motion to approve the agenda as presented passed with a motion by Kim TePoel 
      and a second by Sarah Strizek. 
 

Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea, Kim 
TePoel: Yea, Dan Zysset: Yea 
 

5. Patron's Comments - Don Raskey asked if the Board could add a discussion item to next 
month’s meeting in regard to a bus route change to pick up students on the south side of 
Brainard. 
 
6. Informational Items included:  Budget Update; Day Care Update - Discussion was held on 
pursuing day care before and after school.  Colette Stelling answered the Board’s questions and 
Tom Pesek updated the Board on the issues with using the Brainard Legion.  Board gave verbal 
agreement to Colette to proceed with paperwork and this will be an action item on next month’s 
agenda; Update on Conclusion of the Unicameral Legislative Session; Boundary Line; and Map 
Data 
 
7. Consent Agenda 

7.1. Approval of Minutes 
7.2. Treasurer's Report 
 

Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented passed with a motion by Dylan Spatz 
and a second by Ryan Pekarek. 
 
Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea, Kim 
TePoel: Yea, Dan Zysset: Yea 

 
8. Regular Agenda 
 

8.1. Handbook Updates 
 

 



Approve 2019-20 Student/Parent & Teacher Handbooks as presented passed with a 
motion by Kim TePoel and a second by Dan Zysset. 
 
Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea, Kim 
TePoel: Yea, Dan Zysset: Yea 
 

8.2. 2019 Annual Policy Update- First Reading - action item next month 
 
8.3. Bids for Refinishing Locker Room Floors 
 

Approve bid of $11,600.00 from Heine’s Painting & Decorative Concrete to refinish locker 
room floors passed with a motion by Dan Zysset and a second by Ryan Pekarek.  
 
Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea, Kim 
TePoel: Yea, Dan Zysset: Yea  
 

8.4. Bid for Concrete Work 
 
Approve bid of $13,750.00 from Bullock Brothers for concrete work passed with a motion 
by Dan Zysset and a second by Dylan Spatz.  
 
Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea, Kim 
TePoel: Yea, Dan Zysset: Yea 
 

8.5. Bid for EIFS Repair 
 

Approve bid of $6,800.00 from Butzke Construction for EIFS repair passed with a motion 
by Kim TePoel and a second by Sarah Strizek.  
 
Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea, Kim 
TePoel: Yea, Dan Zysset: Yea 
 

9. Administrative Comments 
 
10. Items for next Meeting:  Annual Policy Update 2nd Reading; Budget Review; Suicide 
Prevention; Daycare Update; and Track 
 
11. Adjournment 
 

Motion to adjourn at 8:11 p.m. passed with a motion by Dan Zysset and a second by Dylan 
Spatz. 
 
Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea, Kim 
TePoel: Yea, Dan Zysset: Yea 
 
 
Kim Fuehrer 
Recording Secretary 



















EAST BUTLER PUBLIC SCHOOLS INVESTMENTS
As of July 1 2019  For B Mtg  July 10 2019
GENERAL FUND

NUMBER TERM MATURITY AMOUNT RATE
1026029 12 month 4/5/20 $518.06 1.90% McAuliffePrize

3212 24 month 10/1/20 $392,455.31 1.60% (At Prague)
1024535 9 month 11/15/19 $166,589.21 0.20%
1024295 12 monthFLEX 7/13/19 $471,082.68 1.20%

$1,030,645.26
41-513 Checking  $2,326,392.47 0.05%

TOTAL $3,357,037.73

DEPRECIATION RESERVE/VEHICLE REPLACEMENT FUND
602837 $84,436.79 0.58%

QUALIFIED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PURPOSE UNDERTAKING FUND (QC-PUF)
1507069 $446,738.20 0.05%

BUILDING FUND
1041-718 Checking $172,682.10 0.05%
1024870 12 mo FLEX 6/10/18 $225,113.71 1.90%

EMPLOYEE BENEFIT FUND
1505565 Checking $4,546.40 0.05%

STUDENT FEE FUND
1502837 Checking $16,450.36

PLEDGED SECURITIES
FIRST NEBRASKA BANK 1/31/21 $400,000.00 Cusip 912828B58
FIRST NEBRASKA BANK 3/8/19 $150,000.00 Cusip  313378QK0
FIRST NEBRASKA BANK 5/30/19 $500,000.00 Cusip  3137EADG1
FIRST NEBRASKA BANK 11/30/2019 $200,000.00 Cusip  912828UB4
FIRST NEBRASKA BANK 12/31/2020 $150,000.00 Cusip  912828A83
FIRST NEBRASKA BANK 6/30/2020 $200,000.00 Cusip  912828VJ6
FIRST NEBRASKA BANK 3/8/19 $500,000.00 Cusip  3133782M2
FIRST NEBRASKA BANK 9/14/18 $500,000.00 Cusip  313375K48
FIRST NEBRASKA BANK 9/14/18 $250,000.00 Cusip  313375K48
FIRST NEBRASKA BANK 9/14/18 $500,000.00 Cusip  313375K48
FIRST NEBRASKA BANK 4/30/20 $200,000.00 Cusip 912828VA5
FIRST NEBRASKA BANK 9/30/21 $500,000.00 Cusip 912828F21
FIRST NEBRASKA BANK 9/30/20 $500,000.00 Cusip 912828VZ0
FIRST NEBRASKA BANK 2/19/19 $100,000.00 Cusip 3135G0ZA4

SUB-TOTAL $4,650,000.00

BANK OF PRAGUE 12/15/2023 $57,000.00 Cusip  12354RAZ0
BANK OF PRAGUE 1/15/2023 $85,000.00 Cusip  123529EQ8 

SUB -TOTAL $142,000.00

TOTAL PLEDGED $4,792,000.00



McAuliffePrize



PAID IN JUNE 2019  

PRE-APPROVED BILLS (GENERAL FUND)

6/10/19

First National Bank CC Chk# 38530 Conf, Registration, Red Cross, etc $2,876.73

Brooke Schildt Chk# 38531 Equipment - Pans $222.32

Walmart Community Chk# 38532 Pop, Candy, etc $88.89

6/18/19

Ark Therapeutic Chk# 38540 Sped Order $107.42

Butler Public Power Chk# 38541 Electricity $516.42

Dale's Chk# 38542 Pre-K Snacks $21.86

East Butler Activities Chk# 38543 GF Transfer to Athletics $10,000.00

Wageworks Chk# 38544 Monthly Fee $130.00

6/24/19

Erin Barta Chk# 38545 Tuition Reimbursement $800.00

Callaway Rolloffs, LLC Chk# 38546 Dumpster Service $449.64

Lexi Haney Chk# 38547 Tuition Reimbursement $200.00

Waddell & Reed Chk# 38548 Employee Change Adjustment $1,433.57

TOTAL $16,846.85



TOTAL $0.00



July 10, 2019

SPECIAL BUILDING FUND BILLS

Mahoney Fire Sprinkler Co. Chk# 1111 Annual Inspections, Sprinkler head relocation
$1,680.00

Advanced Fire & Safety Inc Chk# 1112 Service to AMEREX, Extinguishers, Clean Hood
$1,259.60

Crescent Electric Chk# 1113 Elevator Supplies
$5,125.43

Dostals Construction Chk# 1114 Concrete work, Additional Fence
$14,873

Egan Supply Co. Chk# 1115 Gym Floor Resurfaced, Supplies
$19,074.52

TOTAL $42,012.55

DEPRECIATION FUND BILLS

No Depreciation Bills  in June

TOTAL $0.00

QUALIFIED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PURPOSE UNDERTAKING FUND (QCPUF)

No QCPUF Bills in June

TOTAL $0.00
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Community Relations 

 

Tobacco Policy 

 

 

The use of tobacco products is prohibited in all school buildings and all school vehicles.  

Smoking shall also be prohibited in any area where school staff, students or members of the 

public may be present or may be affected by smoke, including without limitation the stands and 

bleachers of outdoor athletic fields and near the entry of school buildings.   

 

For purposes of this policy, tobacco means any tobacco product (including but not limited to 

cigarettes, cigars, and chewing tobacco), vapor products (such as e-cigarettes), electronic 

nicotine delivery systems, alternative nicotine products, tobacco product look-alikes, and 

products intended to replicate tobacco products either by appearance or effect.  This does not 

preclude adults from wearing non-visible nicotine patches, or using nicotine gum without 

displaying the product container, as part of a smoking cessation program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal Reference: Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 71-5716 to 5734 (Nebraska Clean Indoor Air Act) 
 
 
Date of Adoption:  [Insert Date] 
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Community Relations 

 

Tobacco Policy 

 

 

The use of tobacco products is prohibited in all school buildings and all school vehicles.  

Smoking shall also be prohibited in any area where school staff, students or members of the 

public may be present or may be affected by smoke, including without limitation the stands and 

bleachers of outdoor athletic fields and near the entry of school buildings.   

 

For purposes of this policy, tobacco means any tobacco product (including but not limited to 

cigarettes, cigars, and chewing tobacco), vapor products (such as e-cigarettes), electronic 

nicotine delivery systems, alternative nicotine products, tobacco product look-alikes, and 

products intended to replicate tobacco products either by appearance or effect.  This does not 

preclude adults from wearing non-visible nicotine patches, or using nicotine gum without 

displaying the product container, as part of a smoking cessation program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal Reference: Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 71-5716 to 5734 (Nebraska Clean Indoor Air Act) 
 
 
Date of Adoption:  [Insert Date] 
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Business Operations 
 
Purchasing Policies 
 
The Superintendent shall ensure that all purchases are made in the interest of economy and 
efficiency.  Where necessary, standards and procedures shall be established to accomplish the 
following policies of the Board of Education: 
 
1. Purchases up to $5,000.  For the greatest efficiency in expediting purchases, the 

administration shall be authorized to purchase any item specifically budgeted which has a 
sale price within the established limit. 

 
2. Purchases from $5,000 up to $90,000.  The Superintendent shall request the submission 

of proposals for purchases which have a sale price within the established limit.  The 
Superintendent shall receive and evaluate all proposals in making a recommendation to 
the Board of Education for acceptance.  The Board of Education may review all 
proposals submitted relating to the recommended purchase. Since this is a proposal 
system, not a bidding process, the school district in no way shall be obligated to 
arbitrarily award the contract to the lowest proposal, but shall reserve the right to reject 
any and all proposals or to waive any informality in any proposal it deems advisable, and 
to award to the proposer which, in its opinion, is most desirable. 

 
3. Purchases of $90,000 and above.  The Superintendent shall advertise for sealed bids 

which shall be opened in conformity with any applicable laws and in compliance with 
any procedures established by the Superintendent. The Board retains the right to 
determine the responsibility of the bidders, and shall award the contract to the lowest 
responsible bidder meeting specifications, be the bidder a member or apart from the local 
community. 

 
4. Any school employee who orders any supplies or equipment outside of that which has been 

included in the annual budget and without written authorization of the principal or 
superintendent shall be personally liable for payment for the supplies or equipment 
purchased. 

 
5. School employees or students purchasing supplies and equipment out of an activity account 

must first secure a purchase order from the principal authorizing the purchase.  Failure to do 
so will cause the person to be personally liable for payment for the supplies or equipment 
purchased. 
 

6. The District need not comply with the bidding requirements if the District purchases 
property from the Nebraska State Purchasing Bureau, so long as the Nebraska State 
Purchasing Bureau competitively bid the purchase of property. 
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Credit Card Purchasing Program 
 
1. The Board of Education authorizes the Superintendent or designee to contract with one or 

more financial institutions, card-issuing banks, credit card companies, charge card 
companies, debit card companies, or third-party merchant banks capable of operating a 
purchasing card program on behalf of the District. 

2. The Board of Education delegates to the Superintendent or designee:  (a) the 
determination of the type of purchasing card or cards to be utilized in the District’s 
purchasing card program; and (b) the determination of which employees shall be 
approved or disapproved to be assigned a purchasing card in the District’s purchasing 
card program.  The Superintendent shall submit the approved names to the Board, from 
time to time.  

 
3. The District’s purchasing card program may only be utilized for the purchase of goods 

and services for and on behalf of the District.  No officer or employee of the District shall 
use a purchasing card for any unauthorized use. 

 
4. An itemized receipt for purposes of tracking expenditures shall accompany all purchasing 

card purchases. In the event that a receipt does not accompany an authorized cardholder’s 
purchase, the Superintendent or designee shall temporarily or permanently suspend said 
cardholder’s purchasing card privileges.   

 
5. Upon the termination or suspension of employment of an individual using a purchasing 

card, the Superintendent or designee shall immediately close such individual’s 
purchasing card account and said employee shall immediately return the purchasing card.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Legal Reference:   Neb. Rev. Stat. § 13-610 
 
 
Date of Adoption:  [Insert Date]  
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Business Operations 
 
Purchasing Policies 
 
The Superintendent shall ensure that all purchases are made in the interest of economy and 
efficiency.  Where necessary, standards and procedures shall be established to accomplish the 
following policies of the Board of Education: 
 
1. Purchases up to $5,000.  For the greatest efficiency in expediting purchases, the 

administration shall be authorized to purchase any item specifically budgeted which has a 
sale price within the established limit. 

 
2. Purchases from $5,000 up to $90,000.  The Superintendent shall request the submission 

of proposals for purchases which have a sale price within the established limit.  The 
Superintendent shall receive and evaluate all proposals in making a recommendation to 
the Board of Education for acceptance.  The Board of Education may review all 
proposals submitted relating to the recommended purchase. Since this is a proposal 
system, not a bidding process, the school district in no way shall be obligated to 
arbitrarily award the contract to the lowest proposal, but shall reserve the right to reject 
any and all proposals or to waive any informality in any proposal it deems advisable, and 
to award to the proposer which, in its opinion, is most desirable. 

 
3. Purchases of $90,000 and above.  The Superintendent shall advertise for sealed bids 

which shall be opened in conformity with any applicable laws and in compliance with 
any procedures established by the Superintendent. The Board retains the right to 
determine the responsibility of the bidders, and shall award the contract to the lowest 
responsible bidder meeting specifications, be the bidder a member or apart from the local 
community. 

 
4. Any school employee who orders any supplies or equipment outside of that which has been 

included in the annual budget and without written authorization of the principal or 
superintendent shall be personally liable for payment for the supplies or equipment 
purchased. 

 
5. School employees or students purchasing supplies and equipment out of an activity account 

must first secure a purchase order from the principal authorizing the purchase.  Failure to do 
so will cause the person to be personally liable for payment for the supplies or equipment 
purchased. 
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property from the Nebraska State Purchasing Bureau, so long as the Nebraska State 
Purchasing Bureau competitively bid the purchase of property. 
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Credit Card Purchasing Program 
 
1. The Board of Education authorizes the Superintendent or designee to contract with one or 

more financial institutions, card-issuing banks, credit card companies, charge card 
companies, debit card companies, or third-party merchant banks capable of operating a 
purchasing card program on behalf of the District. 

2. The Board of Education delegates to the Superintendent or designee:  (a) the 
determination of the type of purchasing card or cards to be utilized in the District’s 
purchasing card program; and (b) the determination of which employees shall be 
approved or disapproved to be assigned a purchasing card in the District’s purchasing 
card program.  The Superintendent shall submit the approved names to the Board, from 
time to time.  

 
3. The District’s purchasing card program may only be utilized for the purchase of goods 

and services for and on behalf of the District.  No officer or employee of the District shall 
use a purchasing card for any unauthorized use. 

 
4. An itemized receipt for purposes of tracking expenditures shall accompany all purchasing 

card purchases. In the event that a receipt does not accompany an authorized cardholder’s 
purchase, the Superintendent or designee shall temporarily or permanently suspend said 
cardholder’s purchasing card privileges.   

 
5. Upon the termination or suspension of employment of an individual using a purchasing 

card, the Superintendent or designee shall immediately close such individual’s 
purchasing card account and said employee shall immediately return the purchasing card.  
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Legal Reference:   Neb. Rev. Stat. § 13-610 
 
 
Date of Adoption:  [Insert Date]  
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Business Operations 
 
Purchasing Policies 
 
The Superintendent shall ensure that all purchases are made in the interest of economy and 
efficiency.  Where necessary, standards and procedures shall be established to accomplish the 
following policies of the Board of Education: 
 
1. Purchases up to $5,000.  For the greatest efficiency in expediting purchases, the 

administration shall be authorized to purchase any item specifically budgeted which has a 
sale price within the established limit. 

 
2. Purchases from $5,000 up to $90,000.  The Superintendent shall request the submission 

of proposals for purchases which have a sale price within the established limit.  The 
Superintendent shall receive and evaluate all proposals in making a recommendation to 
the Board of Education for acceptance.  The Board of Education may review all 
proposals submitted relating to the recommended purchase. Since this is a proposal 
system, not a bidding process, the school district in no way shall be obligated to 
arbitrarily award the contract to the lowest proposal, but shall reserve the right to reject 
any and all proposals or to waive any informality in any proposal it deems advisable, and 
to award to the proposer which, in its opinion, is most desirable. 

 
3. Purchases of $90,000 and above.  The Superintendent shall advertise for sealed bids 

which shall be opened in conformity with any applicable laws and in compliance with 
any procedures established by the Superintendent. The Board retains the right to 
determine the responsibility of the bidders, and shall award the contract to the lowest 
responsible bidder meeting specifications, be the bidder a member or apart from the local 
community. 

 
4. Any school employee who orders any supplies or equipment outside of that which has been 

included in the annual budget and without written authorization of the principal or 
superintendent shall be personally liable for payment for the supplies or equipment 
purchased. 

 
5. School employees or students purchasing supplies and equipment out of an activity account 

must first secure a purchase order from the principal authorizing the purchase.  Failure to do 
so will cause the person to be personally liable for payment for the supplies or equipment 
purchased. 

 
Credit Card Purchasing Program 
 
1. The Board of Education authorizes the Superintendent or designee to contract with one or 

more financial institutions, card-issuing banks, credit card companies, charge card 
companies, debit card companies, or third-party merchant banks capable of operating a 
purchasing card program on behalf of the District. 
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2. The Board of Education delegates to the Superintendent or designee:  (a) the 
determination of the type of purchasing card or cards to be utilized in the District’s 
purchasing card program; and (b) the determination of which employees shall be 
approved or disapproved to be assigned a purchasing card in the District’s purchasing 
card program.  The Superintendent shall submit the approved names to the Board, from 
time to time.  

 
3. The District’s purchasing card program may only be utilized for the purchase of goods 

and services for and on behalf of the District.  No officer or employee of the District shall 
use a purchasing card for any unauthorized use. 

 
4. An itemized receipt for purposes of tracking expenditures shall accompany all purchasing 

card purchases. In the event that a receipt does not accompany an authorized cardholder’s 
purchase, the Superintendent or designee shall temporarily or permanently suspend said 
cardholder’s purchasing card privileges.   

 
5. Upon the termination or suspension of employment of an individual using a purchasing 

card, the Superintendent or designee shall immediately close such individual’s 
purchasing card account and said employee shall immediately return the purchasing card.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Legal Reference:   Neb. Rev. Stat. § 13-610 
 
 
Date of Adoption:  [Insert Date]  
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Business Operations 
 
Procurement Plan – School Food Authorities 
 
The following procurement policy statement shall govern all purchasing activities that relate to 
any aspect of the National School Lunch and Breakfast Programs. This statement is meant to 
provide guidance to our personnel and vendors on acceptable and/or required procurement 
practices. Our goal is to fully implement all required and recommended procurement rules, 
regulations and policies set forth in 2 CFR 200, 7 CFR parts 210, 3016 and 3019, and by the 
State Agency. 
 

Procurement Policy 

 

The purchasing procedure to be followed shall be determined by the anticipated total annual 
expenditure on items related to the food service program: 

� When the annual total for food service program related items is less than $250,000 (small 

purchase threshold) per procurement event or in aggregate purchases this organization 

will follow the informal Small Purchase Procedures. 

� When the annual total for food service program related items is greater than $250,000 

(small purchase threshold) per year per procurement event or in aggregate purchases this 

organization will follow the Formal Competitive Solicitation Procedures. 

Micro-Purchase Procedures 
Micro-Purchases may be used for single purchases under $10,000 made with a vendor [2 CFR 
200.320(a)]. 
Prices will be reviewed for reasonableness [2 CFR 200.320(a)]. 
Purchases will be spread equitably among all qualified sources [2 CFR 200.320(a)]. 

Small Purchase Procedures 
For purchases made below the small purchase threshold, Small Purchase Procedures will be 
utilized to purchase necessary goods and services. When Small Purchase Procedures are used, 
this organization will take the following steps: 

1. Contact a reasonable number of qualified vendors. 
2. Write specifications for goods and services. 
3. Document each vendor's quoted price. (ex. log sheet) 
3.  Select the company that provides the lowest, most responsive, and responsible 

bid. 
4. Document supplier who was awarded the quote. 
5. Manage orders by confirming product and prices match quotes. 
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Formal Competitive Solicitation Procedures 
For purchases made in excess of the small purchase threshold, a Formal Competitive Solicitation 
will be conducted. When Formal Competitive Solicitation Procedures are used, this organization 
will take the following steps: 

1. Prepare an Invitation for Bid (“IFB”) or Request for Proposal (“RFP”) document 
specifically addressing the items to be procured 

a.  Include detailed specifications 
b. Ensure price will be most heavily weighted 

2. Publicly announce and advertise the bid/proposal at least 21 calendar days prior to 
bid opening 
a.  Announcements will include the date, time and location in which bids will 

be opened 
3. Determine the most responsive and responsible bid/proposal by using the 

selection criteria set forth in the bid/proposal document 
a.  Responsible bidders will be those whose bid/proposal conform to all of the 

terms, conditions and requirements of the IFB/RFP 
b.   Responsible bidders will be those who are capable of performing 

successfully under the terms and conditions of the contract. 
4. Award the contract 

a.  To the most responsive and responsible bidder based on the criteria set 
forth in the IFB/RFP 

b.  At least two weeks before program operations begin 
c.  If a protest is received, it must be handled in accordance with 7 CFR 

210.21 
5. Retain all records pertaining to the formal competitive bid process for a period of 

five years plus the current year 
 
(Note: If the small purchase threshold established in the sponsor’s procurement policy statement 
is less than $150,000, the smaller bid threshold will govern.) 
 
Procurement Summary 
This organization incorporates the following elements into the Procurement Policy Statement, as 
required by 2 CFR 200 and 7 CFR parts 210, 3016 and 3019. 

 
A. Competition: We shall demonstrate our goods and services are procured in an openly 

competitive manner. Competition will not be unreasonably restricted. [7 CFR 
210.21(c)(1)] [2 CFR Part 200.319(a)(l-7] 

 
B. Comparability: We recognize for true competition to take place, we must maintain 

reasonable product specifications to adequately describe the products to be purchased and 
the volume of planned purchases based upon pre-planned menu cycles. [2 CFR 
200.319(a)(6)] 

 
C. Documentation: We shall maintain for the current year and the preceding three years all 

significant materials that will serve to document our policies and procedures. [2 CFR 
200.318(i)] 
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D. Code of Conduct: This program shall be governed by the attached Code of Conduct and it 

shall apply to all personnel, employees, directors, agents, officers, volunteers or any 
person(s) acting in any capacity concerning the food service procurement program. [2 
CFR 200.318(c)(1)] 
 

E. Contract Administration: Purchases shall be checked or verified by designated staff to 
assure that all goods and services are received and prices verified. All invoices and 
receipts shall be signed, dated, and maintained in the documentation file. [2 CFR Part 
200.318(b]) 

 
G.  General Requirements: 

1.  Small, minority and women's businesses enterprises and labor surplus firms are used 

when possible. [2 CFR 200.321] 

2.  Ensure compliance with the Buy American Provision when purchasing food 7 CRF 

210.21(d). 

3.   A cost or price analysis in connection with every procurement action in excess of the 

Small Purchase Threshold including contract modifications. [2 CFR 200.323(a)] 

4.  Documented Procurement Procedures and activities will be maintained. [2 CFR 

200.318(a)] 

H.  Duties of Food Service Supervisor: 
1. Plan the goods or services needed for the school food service program for the 

school year based on planned menus through needs assessment, forecasting and 
budgeting. 

2. Develop written specifications for food/supplies needed. Include details such as 
descriptions and product requirements (e.g. packaging, weight, pack size, etc.) for 
needed goods or services. 

3. Compare product specifications among all vendors/contractors.  Information for 
prices obtained from grocery stores, farmer’s markets, etc. 

4. Make procurement awards based on the lowest and best vendor’s response as 
determined by quality, availability, service, and price. 

5. Place and confirm orders with vendors or make plans to purchase the required 
items. 

6. To make procurement awards based on the lowest and best vendor's response as 
determined by quality, availability, service and price. 

7. To work with vendors on a fair and equal basis. 
8. To conduct an in-house procurement review once per year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date of Adoption:  [Insert Date]  
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Business Operations 
 
Procurement Plan – School Food Authorities 
 
The following procurement policy statement shall govern all purchasing activities that relate to 
any aspect of the National School Lunch and Breakfast Programs. This statement is meant to 
provide guidance to our personnel and vendors on acceptable and/or required procurement 
practices. Our goal is to fully implement all required and recommended procurement rules, 
regulations and policies set forth in 2 CFR 200, 7 CFR parts 210, 3016 and 3019, and by the 
State Agency. 
 

Procurement Policy 

 

The purchasing procedure to be followed shall be determined by the anticipated total annual 
expenditure on items related to the food service program: 

� When the annual total for food service program related items is less than $250,000 (small 

purchase threshold) per year per procurement event or in aggregate purchases this 

organization will follow the informal Small Purchase Procedures. 

� When the annual total for food service program related items is greater than $250,000 

(small purchase threshold) per year per procurement event or in aggregate purchases this 

organization will follow the Formal Competitive Solicitation Procedures. 

Micro-Purchase Procedures 
Micro-Purchases may be used for annual transactions single purchases under $10,0003,500 made 
with a vendor [2 CFR 200.320(a)]. 
Prices will be reviewed for reasonableness [2 CFR 200.320(a)]. 
Purchases will be spread equitably among all qualified sources [2 CFR 200.320(a)]. 

Small Purchase Procedures 
For purchases made below the small purchase threshold, Small Purchase Procedures will be 
utilized to purchase necessary goods and services. When Small Purchase Procedures are used, 
this organization will take the following steps: 

1. Contact a minimum of three potential vendors reasonable number of qualified 
vendors. 

2. Write specifications for goods and services. 
23. Document each vendor's quoted price. (ex. log sheet) 
3.  Select the company that provides the lowest, most responsive, and responsible 

bid. 
4. Inform all bidding companies in writing of the final decision made by the sponsor 
 Document supplier who was awarded the quote. 
5. Write contract for meal service between the sponsor and the winning bidder. 

  Manage orders by confirming product and prices match quotes. 
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Formal Competitive Solicitation Procedures 
For purchases made in excess of the small purchase threshold, a Formal Competitive Solicitation 
will be conducted. When Formal Competitive Solicitation Procedures are used, this organization 
will take the following steps: 

1. Prepare an Invitation for Bid (“IFB”) or Request for Proposal (“RFP”) document 
specifically addressing the items to be procured 

a.  Include detailed specifications 
b. Ensure price will be most heavily weighted 

2. Publicly announce and advertise the bid/proposal at least 21 calendar days prior to 
bid opening 
a.  Announcements will include the date, time and location in which bids will 

be opened 
3. Determine the most responsive and responsible bid/proposal by using the 

selection criteria set forth in the bid/proposal document 
a.  Responsible bidders will be those whose bid/proposal conform to all of the 

terms, conditions and requirements of the IFB/RFP 
b.   Responsible bidders will be those who are capable of performing 

successfully under the terms and conditions of the contract. 
4. Award the contract 

a.  To the most responsive and responsible bidder based on the criteria set 
forth in the IFB/RFP 

b.  At least two weeks before program operations begin 
c.  If a protest is received, it must be handled in accordance with 7 CFR 

210.21 
5. Retain all records pertaining to the formal competitive bid process for a period of 

five years plus the current year 
 
(Note: If the bid small purchase threshold established in the sponsor’s procurement policy 
statement is less than $150,000, the smaller bid threshold will govern.) 
 
Procurement Summary 
This organization incorporates the following elements into the Procurement Policy Statement, as 
required by 2 CFR 200 and 7 CFR parts 210, 3016 and 3019. 

 
A. Competition: We shall demonstrate our goods and services are procured in an openly 

competitive manner. Competition will not be unreasonably restricted. [7 CFR 
210.21(c)(1)] [2 CFR Part 200.319(a)(l-7] 

 
B. Comparability: We recognize for true competition to take place, we must maintain 

reasonable product specifications to adequately describe the products to be purchased and 
the volume of planned purchases based upon pre-planned menu cycles. [2 CFR 
200.319(a)(6)/7 CFR 3016.36(c)(3)(i)/7 CFR 3019.44(a)(3)(iv)] 

 
C. Documentation: We shall maintain for the current year and the preceding three years all 

menus, production records, invitations to bid, bid results, bid tabulations or any other 
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significant materials that will serve to document our policies and procedures. [2 CFR 
200.318(i)/7 CFR 3016.36(9)] 

  
D. Code of Conduct: This program shall be governed by the attached Code of Conduct and it 

shall apply to all personnel, employees, directors, agents, officers, volunteers or any 
person(s) acting in any capacity concerning the food service procurement program. [2 
CFR 200.318(c)(1)/7 CFR 3016.36(3)(1-1 v)] 
 

E. Procurement Review Process: This procurement plan shall receive an internal program 
review on an annual basis by a staff person who is not associated with food service 
procurement process. This review shall be summarized in written form and kept with the 
other required program documentation. 
 

F. Contract Administration: Purchases shall be checked or verified by designated staff to 
assure that all goods and services are received and prices verified. All invoices and 
receipts shall be signed, dated, and maintained in the documentation file. [2 CFR Part 
200.318(b]) [7 CFR Part 3016.36(b)(2)] 

 
G.  General Requirements: 

1.  Small, minority and women's businesses enterprises and labor surplus firms are used 

when possible. [2 CFR 200.321] 

2.  Ensure compliance with the Buy American Provision when purchasing food 7 CRF 

210.21(d). 

2.3.   A cost or price analysis in connection with every procurement action in excess of 

the Simplified Acquisition Small Purchase Threshold including contract 

modifications. [2 CFR 200.323(a)] 

3.4.  Documented Procurement Procedures and activities will be maintained. [2 CFR 

200.318(a)] 

H.  Duties of Food Service Supervisor: 
1. To work with staff and clients in developing acceptable menus for breakfast and 

lunch. Plan the goods or services needed for the school food service program for 
the school year based on planned menus through needs assessment, forecasting 
and budgeting. 

2. To compile market orders or requisitions for purchases which accurately reflect 
the total quantities of required foods to be ordered per (day, week or month). 

 Develop written specifications for food/supplies needed. Include details such as 
descriptions and product requirements (e.g. packaging, weight, pack size, etc.) for 
needed goods or services. 

3. To place and confirm orders with vendors, or make plans to purchase the required 
items. 

 Compare product specifications among all vendors/contractors.  Information for 
prices obtained from grocery stores, farmer’s markets, etc. 
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4. To keep program menus up to date by testing and using new products and seeking 
feedback from staff and clients. 

 Make procurement awards based on the lowest and best vendor’s response as 
determined by quality, availability, service, and price. 

5. To send out bid quotation forms to vendors who have expressed an interest in 
doing business with the sponsor. 

 Place and confirm orders with vendors or make plans to purchase the required 
items. 

6. To make procurement awards based on the lowest and best vendor's response as 
determined by quality, availability, service and price. 

7. To work with vendors on a fair and equal basis. 
8. To develop a list of acceptable brands. (Multiple brands per bid item when 
 possible.) 
9. To conduct an in-house procurement review once per year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date of Adoption:  July 10, 2017  
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Personnel - All Employees 

 

Wage Information 

 

The District will not terminate or retaliate against any employee for inquiring about or sharing 

compensation information for the purpose of determining whether the District gives equal pay 

for equal work.  However, an employee with authorized access to wage information as part of 

their job function, who discloses the wages of other employees to those who do not have 

authorized access to other employees’ compensation information, may be disciplined for such 

disclosure, up to and including termination, unless the disclosure is made in response to a 

complaint or investigation proceeding, hearing or other similar action. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal Reference: LB 217 (2019) 

 

Date of Adoption: [Insert Date] 
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Students 

 

Admission Requirements 

 

Minimum Age:  

A child shall be eligible for admission into kindergarten at the beginning of the school year if the 

child is five years of age or will be five years of age on or before July 31 of the calendar year in 

which the school year for which the child is seeking admission begins.  The School Board shall 

admit a child who will reach the age of five years on or after August 1 and on or before October 

15 of such school year if the parent or guardian requests such entrance and provides an affidavit 

stating that (i) the child attended kindergarten in another jurisdiction in the current school year; 

(ii) the family anticipates a relocation to another jurisdiction that would allow admission within 

the current year; or  (iii) the child is capable of carrying the work of kindergarten which can be 

demonstrated through a recognized assessment procedure approved by the Board.     

 

Early Admission to Kindergarten: 

The following assessment procedure for determining if a child is capable of carrying the work of 

kindergarten is approved and shall be made available to interested persons: 

 

Early kindergarten enrollment exceptions may be made for younger children who are 

intellectually advanced. At a minimum, eligibility for the admission shall be based upon 

an analysis of the child’s: (1) mental ability, (2) emotional/social development, (3) pre 

academic skills, and (4) fine motor skills.  

 

The kindergarten early entrance assessment procedures are designed to identify and place 

in kindergarten those children who: 

a. will turn 5 years of age between August 1 and October 15; 

b. are deemed by parents or guardians as being intellectually advanced and likely to 

benefit from advanced grade placement; and 

c. are selected on the basis of testing by professionals trained and certified to 

administer the assessments that will produce evidence of strength in:  

1. mental ability defined as scoring 84th percentile or above on a standardized 

assessment of cognitive ability such as the Wechsler Pre Primary Scale of 

Intelligence III, or the Stanford-Binet V; 

2. a test of  emotional/social development such as the Behavior Assessment 

System for Children, Second Edition (BASC-2); 

3. 75th percentile or greater on a test of pre academic skills such as the 

Woodcock Johnson III; and 

4. a test of fine motor ability, scoring 75th percentile or above on a standardized 

measurement such as the Beery VMI. 

 

In the discretion of the Superintendent or designee, the assessments may be administered 

by the School District’s professional staff, or the parents or guardians may be required, at 

their own expense, to have all or some of the required assessments completed by 
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reputable professionals and to submit the results of such assessments to the School 

District. 

 

The decision regarding early entrance to kindergarten requires careful consideration of all 

factors that affect kindergarten success with final determination to be made based on the 

recommendation of the District Evaluation Team, to be composed of such individuals as 

the Superintendent or designee determine appropriate. The academic, social, and 

emotional readiness, as well as the student’s physical development and well-being, must 

be weighed with institutional factors also considered. Sound decision making in the area 

of early entrance to kindergarten is dependent upon reliable information regarding a 

student’s readiness and a thoughtful balancing of the myriad of factors implicated by the 

decision. Parents will be notified in writing of the results of the Early Kindergarten 

Entrance assessment and the determination of the District Evaluation Team in a timely 

fashion; not to exceed three weeks after the assessments are completed. 

 

Families who seek early admission of their child into kindergarten must obtain an Early 

Entrance to Kindergarten Packet from the School District Administrative. 

 

Parents must fill out the early entrance application forms, which include a parent 

questionnaire and obtain and attach a reference letter from someone who is well 

acquainted with the child but not a relative of the child. The person providing this 

reference should know the child well enough that they can speak with some expertise 

about the child’s attributes and abilities. The reference letter should indicate whether this 

person recommends the child be schooled with children who will be a year older than the 

child and, if so, the evidence this person has concerning the child’s mental ability, fine 

and gross motor ability, visual and auditory discrimination, emotional/social 

development, and communication skills. Suggestions for this reference letter are a 

preschool teacher, a Sunday school teacher, a day-care provider, or a physician. 

 

The assessment request, reference letter and parent questionnaire must be completed and 

returned to the District no later than May 25th of the spring before fall enrollment to 

allow summer assessment to be completed.  

 

Decisions regarding early kindergarten entrance must include consideration of the above 

and shall not be made based on race, color, gender, religion, ancestry, national origin, 

marital status, age, disability, or sexual orientation of the child or the child’s parents or 

guardians. Institutional factors, such as capacity, may also be considered. 

 

Admission to First Grade: 

A child may be eligible to enter first grade, even if the child has not attended kindergarten, if the 

child is six years of age or will be six years of age on or before October 15 of the current school 

year and school officials determine that first grade is the appropriate placement for the child.  

 

Graduates: 

A student who has received a high school diploma or received a General Equivalency Diploma 

shall not be eligible for admission or continued enrollment. 
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Age 21: 

A student shall not be admitted or continued in enrollment after the end of the school year in 

which the student reaches the age of 21.  The school year for this purpose ends at the last day of 

instruction for graduating seniors. 

 

Birth Certificate, Physical, Visual Evaluation and Immunization: 

The parents or legal guardian shall furnish: 

 

(1) A certified copy of the student’s birth certificate issued by the state in which the 

child was born, upon admission of a child for the first time, shall be provided 

within 30 days of enrollment. Other reliable proof of the child’s identify and age, 

accompanied by an affidavit explaining the inability to produce a copy of the birth 

certificate, may be used in lieu of a birth certificate.  An affidavit is defined as a 

notarized statement by an individual who can verify the reason a copy of the birth 

certificate cannot be produced.  (Failure to provide the birth certificate does not 

result in non-enrollment or disenrollment, but does result in a referral to local law 

enforcement for investigation). 

 

(2) Evidence of a physical examination by a physician, physician assistant, or nurse 

practitioner, within six months prior to the entrance of the child into the beginner 

grade and the seventh grade or, in the case of a transfer from out of state, to any 

other grade, unless the parent or legal guardian submits a written statement 

objecting to a physical examination. 

 

(3)  Evidence of a visual evaluation by a physician, a physician assistant, an advanced 

practice registered nurse, or an optometrist, within six months prior to the 

entrance of the child into the beginner grade or, in the case of a transfer from out 

of state, to any other grade, unless the parent or legal guardian submits a written 

statement objecting to a visual evaluation.  The visual evaluation is to consist of 

testing for amblyopia, strabismus, and internal and external eye health, with 

testing sufficient to determine visual acuity.   

 

(4) Evidence of protection against diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis,  polio, measles, 

mumps, and rubella, Hepatitis B, Varicella (chicken pox), Haemophilus 

Influenzae type b (Hib), invasive pneumococcal disease and other diseases as 

required by applicable law, by immunization, prior to enrollment, unless the 

parent or legal guardian submits a written statement that establishes than an 

exception to the immunization requirements are met.    

 

(5) Every student entering the seventh grade shall have a booster immunization 

containing diphtheria and tetanus toxoids and an acellular pertussis vaccine which 

meets the standards approved by the United States Public Health Service for such 

biological products, as such standards existed on January 1, 2009. 
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The Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee shall notify the parent or guardian in writing of 

the foregoing requirements and of the right to submit affidavits or statements to object to the 

requirements, as applicable. The Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee shall also provide 

a telephone number or other contact information to assist the parent or guardian in receiving 

information regarding free or reduced-cost visual evaluations for low-income families who 

qualify. 

 

A student who fails to meet the foregoing requirements shall not be permitted to enroll or to 

enter school, or if provisionally enrolled or enrolled without compliance, shall not be permitted 

to continue in school until evidence of compliance or an exemption from compliance is given.  

 

Enrollment of Expelled Students 

If a student has been expelled from any public school district in any state, or from a private, 

denominational, or parochial school in any state, and the student has not completed the terms or 

time period of the expulsion, the student shall not be permitted to enroll in this school district 

until the expulsion period from such other school has expired, unless the School Board of this 

school district in its sole and absolute discretion upon a proper application approves by a 

majority vote the enrollment of such student prior to expiration of the expulsion period.  As a 

condition of enrollment, the School Board may require attendance in an alternative school, class 

or educational program pursuant to Nebraska law until the terms or time period of the original 

underlying expulsion are completed.  A student expelled from a private, denominational, or 

parochial school or from any public school in another state, will not be prohibited from enrolling 

in the public school district in which the student resides or in which the student has been 

accepted pursuant to the enrollment option program for any period of time beyond the time limits 

placed on expulsion, pursuant to the Student Discipline Act, or for any expulsion for an offense 

for which expulsion is not authorized for a public school student under such Act.  For purposes 

of this policy, the term expulsion or expelled includes any removal from any school for a period 

in excess of twenty (20) school days.   

 

Military Families 

 

If a parent presents evidence to the District of military orders that military family will be 

stationed in the State of Nebraska during the current or following school year, the District will 

enroll preliminarily the parent’s students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal Reference: Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 43-2001 to 43-2012 

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 79-214 

   Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 79-217 to 79-223 

   Neb. Rev. Stat. § 79-266.01 
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Students 

 

Admission Requirements 

 

Minimum Age:  

A child shall be eligible for admission into kindergarten at the beginning of the school year if the 

child is five years of age or will be five years of age on or before July 31 of the calendar year in 

which the school year for which the child is seeking admission begins.  The School Board shall 

admit a child who will reach the age of five years on or after August 1 and on or before October 

15 of such school year if the parent or guardian requests such entrance and provides an affidavit 

stating that (i) the child attended kindergarten in another jurisdiction in the current school year; 

(ii) the family anticipates a relocation to another jurisdiction that would allow admission within 

the current year; or  (iii) the child is capable of carrying the work of kindergarten which can be 

demonstrated through a recognized assessment procedure approved by the Board.     

 

Early Admission to Kindergarten: 

The following assessment procedure for determining if a child is capable of carrying the work of 

kindergarten is approved and shall be made available to interested persons: 

 

Early kindergarten enrollment exceptions may be made for younger children who are 

intellectually advanced. At a minimum, eligibility for the admission shall be based upon 

an analysis of the child’s: (1) mental ability, (2) emotional/social development, (3) pre 

academic skills, and (4) fine motor skills.  

 

The kindergarten early entrance assessment procedures are designed to identify and place 

in kindergarten those children who: 

a. will turn 5 years of age between August 1 and October 15; 

b. are deemed by parents or guardians as being intellectually advanced and likely to 

benefit from advanced grade placement; and 

c. are selected on the basis of testing by professionals trained and certified to 

administer the assessments that will produce evidence of strength in:  

1. mental ability defined as scoring 84th percentile or above on a standardized 

assessment of cognitive ability such as the Wechsler Pre Primary Scale of 

Intelligence III, or the Stanford-Binet V; 

2. a test of  emotional/social development such as the Behavior Assessment 

System for Children, Second Edition (BASC-2); 

3. 75th percentile or greater on a test of pre academic skills such as the 

Woodcock Johnson III; and 

4. a test of fine motor ability, scoring 75th percentile or above on a standardized 

measurement such as the Beery VMI. 

 

In the discretion of the Superintendent or designee, the assessments may be administered 

by the School District’s professional staff, or the parents or guardians may be required, at 

their own expense, to have all or some of the required assessments completed by 



Article 5                                                   STUDENTS  Policy No. 5001 
 

Page 2 of  5 
 

reputable professionals and to submit the results of such assessments to the School 

District. 

 

The decision regarding early entrance to kindergarten requires careful consideration of all 

factors that affect kindergarten success with final determination to be made based on the 

recommendation of the District Evaluation Team, to be composed of such individuals as 

the Superintendent or designee determine appropriate. The academic, social, and 

emotional readiness, as well as the student’s physical development and well-being, must 

be weighed with institutional factors also considered. Sound decision making in the area 

of early entrance to kindergarten is dependent upon reliable information regarding a 

student’s readiness and a thoughtful balancing of the myriad of factors implicated by the 

decision. Parents will be notified in writing of the results of the Early Kindergarten 

Entrance assessment and the determination of the District Evaluation Team in a timely 

fashion; not to exceed three weeks after the assessments are completed. 

 

Families who seek early admission of their child into kindergarten must obtain an Early 

Entrance to Kindergarten Packet from the School District Administrative. 

 

Parents must fill out the early entrance application forms, which include a parent 

questionnaire and obtain and attach a reference letter from someone who is well 

acquainted with the child but not a relative of the child. The person providing this 

reference should know the child well enough that they can speak with some expertise 

about the child’s attributes and abilities. The reference letter should indicate whether this 

person recommends the child be schooled with children who will be a year older than the 

child and, if so, the evidence this person has concerning the child’s mental ability, fine 

and gross motor ability, visual and auditory discrimination, emotional/social 

development, and communication skills. Suggestions for this reference letter are a 

preschool teacher, a Sunday school teacher, a day-care provider, or a physician. 

 

The assessment request, reference letter and parent questionnaire must be completed and 

returned to the District no later than May 25th of the spring before fall enrollment to 

allow summer assessment to be completed.  

 

Decisions regarding early kindergarten entrance must include consideration of the above 

and shall not be made based on race, color, gender, religion, ancestry, national origin, 

marital status, age, disability, or sexual orientation of the child or the child’s parents or 

guardians. Institutional factors, such as capacity, may also be considered. 

 

Admission to First Grade: 

A child may be eligible to enter first grade, even if the child has not attended kindergarten, if the 

child is six years of age or will be six years of age on or before October 15 of the current school 

year and school officials determine that first grade is the appropriate placement for the child.  

 

Graduates: 

A student who has received a high school diploma or received a General Equivalency Diploma 

shall not be eligible for admission or continued enrollment. 
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Age 21: 

A student shall not be admitted or continued in enrollment after the end of the school year in 

which the student reaches the age of 21.  The school year for this purpose ends at the last day of 

instruction for graduating seniors. 

 

Birth Certificate, Physical, Visual Evaluation and Immunization: 

The parents or legal guardian shall furnish: 

 

(1) A certified copy of the student’s birth certificate issued by the state in which the 

child was born, upon admission of a child for the first time, shall be provided 

within 30 days of enrollment. Other reliable proof of the child’s identify and age, 

accompanied by an affidavit explaining the inability to produce a copy of the birth 

certificate, may be used in lieu of a birth certificate.  An affidavit is defined as a 

notarized statement by an individual who can verify the reason a copy of the birth 

certificate cannot be produced.  (Failure to provide the birth certificate does not 

result in non-enrollment or disenrollment, but does result in a referral to local law 

enforcement for investigation). 

 

(2) Evidence of a physical examination by a physician, physician assistant, or nurse 

practitioner, within six months prior to the entrance of the child into the beginner 

grade and the seventh grade or, in the case of a transfer from out of state, to any 

other grade, unless the parent or legal guardian submits a written statement 

objecting to a physical examination. 

 

(3)  Evidence of a visual evaluation by a physician, a physician assistant, an advanced 

practice registered nurse, or an optometrist, within six months prior to the 

entrance of the child into the beginner grade or, in the case of a transfer from out 

of state, to any other grade, unless the parent or legal guardian submits a written 

statement objecting to a visual evaluation.  The visual evaluation is to consist of 

testing for amblyopia, strabismus, and internal and external eye health, with 

testing sufficient to determine visual acuity.   

 

(4) Evidence of protection against diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis,  polio, measles, 

mumps, and rubella, Hepatitis B, Varicella (chicken pox), Haemophilus 

Influenzae type b (Hib), invasive pneumococcal disease and other diseases as 

required by applicable law, by immunization, prior to enrollment, unless the 

parent or legal guardian submits a written statement that establishes than an 

exception to the immunization requirements are met.    

 

(5) Every student entering the seventh grade shall have a booster immunization 

containing diphtheria and tetanus toxoids and an acellular pertussis vaccine which 

meets the standards approved by the United States Public Health Service for such 

biological products, as such standards existed on January 1, 2009. 
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The Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee shall notify the parent or guardian in writing of 

the foregoing requirements and of the right to submit affidavits or statements to object to the 

requirements, as applicable. The Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee shall also provide 

a telephone number or other contact information to assist the parent or guardian in receiving 

information regarding free or reduced-cost visual evaluations for low-income families who 

qualify. 

 

A student who fails to meet the foregoing requirements shall not be permitted to enroll or to 

enter school, or if provisionally enrolled or enrolled without compliance, shall not be permitted 

to continue in school until evidence of compliance or an exemption from compliance is given.  

 

Enrollment of Expelled Students 

If a student has been expelled from any public school district in any state, or from a private, 

denominational, or parochial school in any state, and the student has not completed the terms or 

time period of the expulsion, the student shall not be permitted to enroll in this school district 

until the expulsion period from such other school has expired, unless the School Board of this 

school district in its sole and absolute discretion upon a proper application approves by a 

majority vote the enrollment of such student prior to expiration of the expulsion period.  As a 

condition of enrollment, the School Board may require attendance in an alternative school, class 

or educational program pursuant to Nebraska law until the terms or time period of the original 

underlying expulsion are completed.  A student expelled from a private, denominational, or 

parochial school or from any public school in another state, will not be prohibited from enrolling 

in the public school district in which the student resides or in which the student has been 

accepted pursuant to the enrollment option program for any period of time beyond the time limits 

placed on expulsion, pursuant to the Student Discipline Act, or for any expulsion for an offense 

for which expulsion is not authorized for a public school student under such Act.  For purposes 

of this policy, the term expulsion or expelled includes any removal from any school for a period 

in excess of twenty (20) school days.   

 

Military Families 

 

If a parent presents evidence to the District of military orders that military family will be 

stationed in the State of Nebraska during the current or following school year, the District will 

enroll preliminarily the parent’s students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal Reference: Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 43-2001 to 43-2012 

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 79-214 

   Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 79-217 to 79-223 

   Neb. Rev. Stat. § 79-266.01 
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Students 

 

Military Recruiters 

 

The District will provide access to routine directory information to each student in a high school 

grade upon a request made by a military recruiter, unless the student’s parent or guardian has 

submitted a written request that the student’s information not be shared with a military recruiter.  

The District will provide military recruiters with the same access to a student in a high school 

grade as the District provides to postsecondary educational institutions or to prospective 

employers of such students. 

 

If a parent or guardian does not want his or her student’s information to be provided to a military 

recruiter, the parent must submit a written request to the Superintendent.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal Reference: LB 575 (2019) 

 

Date of Adoption: [Insert Date] 
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Students 

 

Student Discipline 

 

A. Development of Uniform Discipline System.  It shall be the responsibility of the 

Superintendent to develop and maintain a system of uniform discipline.   The discipline 

which may be imposed includes actions which are determined to be reasonably necessary 

to aid the student, to further school purposes, or to prevent interference with the 

educational process, such as (without limitation) counseling and warning students, parent 

contacts and parent conferences, rearrangement of schedules, requirements that a student 

remain in school after regular hours to do additional work, restriction of extracurricular 

activity, or requirements that a student receive counseling upon written consent of the 

parent or guardian, or in-school suspension.  The discipline may also include out-of-

school suspension (short-term or long-term) and expulsion.   

 

 1. Short-Term Suspension:  Students may be excluded by the Principal or the 

Principal’s designee from school or any school function for a period of up to five school 

days (short-term suspension) on the following grounds: 

 

a. Conduct that constitutes grounds for expulsion, whether the conduct 

occurs on or off school grounds; or 

b. Other violations of rules and standards of behavior adopted by the Board 

of Education or the administrative or teaching staff of the school, which 

occur on or off school grounds, if such conduct interferes with school 

purposes or there is a nexus between such conduct and school. 

 

 The following process will apply to short-term suspensions: 

 

a. The Principal or the Principal’s designee will make a reasonable 

investigation of the facts and circumstances.  A short-term suspension will 

be made upon a determination that the suspension is necessary to help any 

student, to further school purposes, or to prevent an interference with 

school purposes. 

b. Prior to commencement of the short-term suspension, the student will be 

given oral or written notice of the charges against the student.  The student 

will be advised of what the student is accused of having done, an 

explanation of the evidence the authorities have, and be afforded an 

opportunity to explain the student's version of the facts. 

c. Within 24 hours or such additional time as is reasonably necessary 

following the suspension, the Principal or administrator will send a written 

statement to the student and the student's parent or guardian describing the 

student's conduct, misconduct or violation of the rule or standard and the 

reasons for the action taken.   

d. An opportunity will be given to the student, and the student's parent or 

guardian, to have a conference with the Principal or administrator ordering 
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the short-term suspension before or at the time the student returns to 

school.  The Principal or administrator shall determine who in addition to 

the parent or guardian is to attend the conference. 

e. A student who is on a short-term suspension shall not be permitted to be 

on school grounds without the express permission of the Principal. 

 

2. Long-Term Suspension:  A long-term suspension means an exclusion from school 

and any school functions for a period of more than five school days but less then 

twenty school days.  A student who is on a long-term suspension shall not be 

permitted to be on school grounds without the express permission of the Principal.  

A notice will be given to the student and the parents/guardian when the Principal 

recommends a long-term suspension. The notice will include a description of the 

procedures for long-term suspension; the procedures will be those set forth in the 

Student Discipline Act. 

 

3. Expulsion: 

 

a. Meaning of Expulsion.  Expulsion means exclusion from attendance in all 

schools, grounds and activities of or within the system for a period not to 

exceed the remainder of the semester in which it took effect unless the 

misconduct occurred (a) within ten school days prior to the end of the first 

semester, in which case the expulsion shall remain in effect through the 

second semester, or (b) within ten school days prior to the end of the 

second semester, in which case the expulsion shall remain in effect for 

summer school and the first semester of the following school year, or (c) 

unless the expulsion is for conduct specified in these rules or in law as 

permitting or requiring a longer removal, in which case the expulsion shall 

remain in effect for the period specified therein.  Such action may be 

modified or terminated by the school district at any time during the 

expulsion period.  A student who has been expelled shall not be permitted 

to be on school grounds without the express permission of the Principal. A 

notice will be given to the student and the parents/guardian when the 

Principal recommends an expulsion. The notice will include a description 

of the procedures for expulsion; the procedures will be those set forth in 

the Student Discipline Act. 

 

b. Suspensions Pending Hearing.  When a notice of intent to discipline a 

student by long-term suspension, expulsion, or mandatory reassignment is 

filed with the superintendent, the student may be suspended by the 

principal until the date the long-term suspension, expulsion, or mandatory 

reassignment takes effect if no hearing is requested or, if a hearing is 

requested, the date the hearing examiner makes the report of his or her 

findings and a recommendation of the action to be taken to the 

superintendent, if the principal determines that the student must be 

suspended immediately to prevent or substantially reduce the risk of (a) 

interference with an educational function or school purpose or (b) a 
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personal injury to the student himself or herself, other students, school 

employees, or school volunteers.   

 

c. Summer Review.  Any expulsion that will remain in effect during the first 

semester of the following school year will be automatically scheduled for 

review before the beginning of the school year in accordance with law. 

 

d. Alternative Education:  Students who are expelled may be provided an 

alternative education program that will enable the student to continue 

academic work for credit toward graduation. In the event an alternative 

education program is not provided, a conference will be held with the 

parent, student, the Principal or another school representative assigned by 

the Principal, and a representative of a community organization that assists 

young people or that is involved with juvenile justice to develop a plan for 

the student in accordance with law. 

 

e. Suspension of Enforcement of an Expulsion:  Enforcement of an expulsion 

action may be suspended (i.e., “stayed”) for a period of not more than one 

full semester in addition to the balance of the semester in which the 

expulsion takes effect. As a condition of such suspended action, the 

student and parents will be required to sign a discipline agreement.   

 

f. Students Subject to Juvenile or Court Probation.  Prior to the readmission 

to school of any student who is less than nineteen years of age and who is 

subject to the supervision of a juvenile probation officer or an adult 

probation officer pursuant to the order of the District Court, County Court, 

or Juvenile Court, who chooses to meet conditions of probation by 

attending school, and who has previously been expelled from school, the 

Principal or the Principal’s designee shall meet with the student's 

probation officer and assist in developing conditions of probation that will 

provide specific guidelines for behavior and consequences for misbehavior 

at school (including conduct on school grounds and conduct during an 

educational function or event off school grounds) as well as educational 

objectives that must be achieved.  If the guidelines, consequences, and 

objectives provided by the Principal or the Principal’s designee are agreed 

to by the probation officer and the student, and the court permits the 

student to return to school under the agreed to conditions, the student may 

be permitted to return to school.  The student may with proper consent, 

upon such return, be evaluated by the school for possible disabilities and 

may be referred for evaluation for possible placement in a special 

education program.  The student may be expelled or otherwise disciplined 

for subsequent conduct as provided in Board policy and state statute. 

 

 4. Emergency Exclusion: A student may be excluded from school in the following 

circumstances: 
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a. If the student has a dangerous communicable disease transmissible 

through normal school contacts and poses an imminent threat to the health 

or safety of the school community; or 

b. If the student’s conduct presents a clear threat to the physical safety of 

himself, herself, or others, or is so extremely disruptive as to make 

temporary removal necessary to preserve the rights of other students to 

pursue an education. 

 

Any emergency exclusion shall be based upon a clear factual situation warranting 

it and shall last no longer than is necessary to avoid the dangers described above. 

 

If the emergency exclusion will be for five school days or less, the procedures for 

a short-term suspension shall be followed. If the Superintendent or his or her 

designee determines that an emergency exclusion shall extend beyond five days, a 

hearing is to be held and a final determination made within ten school days after 

the initial date of exclusion. Such procedures shall substantially comply with the 

procedures set forth in this policy for a long-term suspension or expulsion, and be 

modified only to the extent necessary to accomplish the hearing and 

determination within this shorter time period. 

 

 5. Other Forms of Student Discipline: Administrative and teaching personnel may 

also take actions regarding student behavior, other than removal of students from 

school, which are reasonably necessary to aid the student, further school purposes, 

or prevent interference with the educational process. Such actions may include, 

but are not limited to, counseling of students, parent conferences, rearrangement 

of schedules, requirements that a student remain in school after regular hours to 

do additional work, restriction of extracurricular activity, or requirements that a 

student receive counseling, psychological evaluation, or psychiatric evaluation 

upon the written consent of a parent or guardian to such counseling or evaluation.  

The actions may also include in-school suspensions.  When in-school 

suspensions, after-school assignments, or other disciplinary measures are 

assigned, the student is responsible for complying with such disciplinary 

measures.  A failure to serve such assigned discipline as directed will serve as 

grounds for further discipline, up to expulsion from school.  

 

B. Student Conduct Expectations.  Students are not to engage in conduct which causes or 

which creates a reasonable likelihood that it will cause a substantial disruption in or 

material interference with any school function, activity or purpose or interfere with the 

health, safety, well being or rights of other students, staff or visitors. 

 

C. Grounds for Short-Term Suspension, Long-Term Suspension, Expulsion or Mandatory 

Reassignment.  The following conduct has been determined by the Board of Education to 

have the potential to seriously affect the health, safety or welfare of students, staff and 

other persons or to otherwise seriously interfere with the educational process. Such 

conduct constitutes grounds for long-term suspension, expulsion, or mandatory 

reassignment, and any other lesser forms of discipline. The conduct is subject to the 
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consequence of long-term suspension, expulsion, or mandatory reassignment where it 

occurs on school grounds, in a vehicle owned, leased, or contracted by the school and 

being used for a school purpose or in a vehicle being driven for a school purpose by a 

school employee or an employee’s designee, or at a school-sponsored activity or athletic 

event.  

 

1. Willfully disobeying any reasonable written or oral request of a school staff 

member, or the voicing of disrespect to those in authority.  

2. Use of violence, force, coercion, threat, intimidation, harassment, or similar 

conduct in a manner that constitutes a substantial interference with school 

purposes or making any communication that a reasonable recipient would 

interpret as a serious expression of an intent to harm or cause injury to another. 

3. Willfully causing or attempting to cause substantial damage to property, stealing 

or attempting to steal property of substantial value, repeated damage or theft 

involving property, or setting or attempting to set a fire of any magnitude. 

4. Causing or attempting to cause personal injury to any person, including any 

school employee, school volunteer, or student. Personal injury caused by accident, 

self-defense, or other action undertaken on the reasonable belief that it was 

necessary to protect some other person shall not constitute a violation of this 

subdivision. 

5. Threatening or intimidating any student for the purpose of or with the intent of 

obtaining money or anything of value from such student or making a threat which 

causes or may be expected to cause a disruption to school operations. 

6. Knowingly possessing, handling, or transmitting any object or material that is 

ordinarily or generally considered a weapon or that has the appearance of a 

weapon or bringing or possessing any explosive device, including fireworks. 

7. Engaging in selling, using, possessing or dispensing of alcohol, tobacco, 

narcotics, drugs, controlled substance, or an inhalant; being under the influence of 

any of the above; possession of drug paraphernalia, or the selling, using, 

possessing, or dispensing of an imitation controlled substance as defined in 

section 28-401 of the Nebraska statutes, or material represented to be alcohol, 

narcotics, drugs, a controlled substance or inhalant.  Tobacco means any tobacco 

product (including but not limited to cigarettes, cigars, and chewing tobacco), 

vapor products (such as e-cigarettes), electronic nicotine delivery systems, 

alternative nicotine products, tobacco product look-alikes, and products intended 

to replicate tobacco products either by appearance or effect.  Use of a controlled 

substance in the manner prescribed for the student by the student’s physician is 

not a violation. The term “under the influence” has a less strict meaning than it 

does under criminal law; for school purposes, the term means any level of 

impairment and includes even the odor of alcohol or illegal substances on the 

breath or person of a student; also, it includes being impaired by reason of the 

abuse of any material used as a stimulant. 

8. Public indecency or sexual conduct. 

9. Engaging in bullying, which includes any ongoing pattern of physical, verbal, or 

electronic abuse on school grounds, in a vehicle owned, leased, or contracted by a 

school being used for a school purpose by a school employee or a school 
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employee’s designee, or at school-sponsored activities or school-sponsored 

athletic events. 

10. Sexually assaulting or attempting to sexually assault any person.  This conduct 

may result in an expulsion regardless of the time or location of the offense if a 

complaint alleging such conduct is filed in a court of competent jurisdiction. 

11. Engaging in any activity forbidden by law which constitutes a danger to other 

students or interferes with school purposes. This conduct may result in an 

expulsion regardless of the time or location of the offense if the conduct creates or 

had the potential to create a substantial interference with school purposes, such as 

the use of the telephone or internet off-school grounds to threaten. 

12. A repeated violation of any rules established by the school district or school 

officials if such violations constitute a substantial interference with school 

purposes. 

13. Truancy or failure to attend assigned classes or assigned activities; or tardiness to 

school, assigned classes or assigned activities. 

14. The use of language, written or oral, or conduct, including gestures, which is 

profane or abusive to students or staff members.  Profane or abusive language or 

conduct includes, but is not limited to, that which is commonly understood and 

intended to be derogatory toward a group or individual based upon race, gender, 

disability, national origin, or religion. 

15. Dressing or grooming in a manner which is dangerous to the student's health and 

safety or a danger to the health and safety of others or repeated violations of the 

student dress and grooming standards; dressing, grooming, or engaging in speech 

that is lewd or indecent, vulgar or plainly offensive; dressing, grooming, or 

engaging in speech that school officials reasonably conclude will materially and 

substantially disrupt the work and discipline of the school; dressing, grooming, or 

engaging in speech that a reasonable observer would interpret as advocating 

illegal drug use.  

16. Willfully violating the behavioral expectations for riding school buses or vehicles.  

17. A student who engages in the following conduct shall be expelled for the 

remainder of the school year in which it took effect if the misconduct occurs 

during the first semester, and if the expulsion for such conduct takes place during 

the second semester, the expulsion shall remain in effect for the first semester of 

the following school year, with the condition that such action may be modified or 

terminated by the school district during the expulsion period on such terms as the 

administration may establish: 

a. The knowing and intentional use of force in causing or attempting to cause 

personal injury to a school employee, school volunteer, or student, except 

if caused by accident, self-defense, or on the reasonable belief that the 

force used was necessary to protect some other person and the extent of 

force used was reasonably believed to be necessary, or  

b. The knowing and intentional possession, use, or transmission of a 

dangerous weapon other than a firearm.  

 

18. Knowingly and intentionally possessing, using, or transmitting a firearm on 

school grounds, in a school-owned or utilized vehicle, or during an educational 
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function or event off school grounds, or at a school-sponsored activity or athletic 

event. This conduct shall result in an expulsion for one calendar year. “Firearm” 

means a firearm as defined in 18 U.S.C. 921, as that statute existed on January 1, 

1995. That statute includes the following statement: “The term ‘firearm’ means 

(a) any weapon (including a starter gun) which will or is designed to or may 

readily be converted to expel a projectile by the action of an explosive; (b) the 

frame or receiver of any such weapon; (c) any firearm muffler or firearm silencer; 

or (d) any destructive device.” The Superintendent may modify such one year 

expulsion requirement on a case-by-case basis, provided that such modification is 

in writing.    

 

Bringing a firearm or other dangerous weapon to school for any reason is 

discouraged; however, a student will not be subject to disciplinary action if the 

item is brought or possessed under the following conditions: 

a. Prior written permission to bring the firearm or other dangerous weapon to 

school is obtained from the student's teacher, building administrator and 

parent. 

b. The purpose of having the firearm or other dangerous weapon in school is 

for a legitimate educational function. 

c. A plan for its transportation into and from the school, its storage while in 

the school building and how it will be displayed must be developed with 

the prior written approval by the teacher and building administrator.  Such 

plan shall require that such item will be in the possession of an adult staff 

member at all times except for such limited time as is necessary to fulfill 

the educational function. 

d. The firearm or other dangerous weapon shall be in an inoperable condition 

while it is on school grounds. 

 

D. Additional Student Conduct Expectations and Grounds for Discipline.  The following 

additional student conduct expectations are established.  Failure to comply with such 

rules is grounds for disciplinary action.  When such conduct occurs on school grounds, in 

a vehicle owned, leased, or contracted by a school being used for a school purpose or in a 

vehicle being driven for a school purpose by a school employee or by his or her designee, 

or at a school-sponsored activity or athletic event, the conduct is grounds for long-term 

suspension, expulsion or mandatory reassignment. 

 

1. Student Appearance: Students are expected to dress in a way that is appropriate 

for the school setting.  Students should not dress in a manner that is dangerous to 

the health and safety of anyone or interferes with the learning environment or 

teaching process in our school.  Following is a list of examples of attire that will 

not be considered appropriate, such list is not exclusive and other forms of attire 

deemed inappropriate by the administration may be deemed inappropriate for the 

school setting: 

a. Clothing that shows an inappropriate amount of bare skin or underwear 

(midriffs, spaghetti straps, sagging pants) or clothing that is too tight, 

revealing or baggy, or tops and bottoms that do not overlap or any material 
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that is sheer or lightweight enough to be seen through, or otherwise of an 

appropriate size and fit so as to be revealing or drag on the ground. 

b. Shorts, skirts, or skorts that do not reach mid-thigh or longer. 

c. Clothing or jewelry that advertises or promotes beer, alcohol, tobacco, or 

illegal drugs. 

d. Clothing or jewelry that could be used as a weapon (chains, spiked 

apparel) or that would encourage “horse-play” or that would damage 

property (e.g. cleats). 

e. Head wear including hats, caps, bandannas, and scarves. 

f. Clothing or jewelry which exhibits nudity, makes sexual references or 

carries lewd, indecent, or vulgar double meaning. 

g. Clothing or jewelry that is gang related. 

h. Visible body piercing (other than ears). 

 

Consideration will be made for students who wear special clothing as required by 

religious beliefs, disability, or to convey a particularized message protected by 

law.  The final decision regarding attire and grooming will be made by the 

Principal or Superintendent.  In the event a student is uncertain as to whether a 

particular item or method of grooming is consistent with the school’s guidelines, 

the student should contact the Principal for approval, and may also review such 

additional posting of prohibited items or grooming which may be available in the 

Principal’s office. 

 

 

Coaches, sponsors or teachers may have additional requirements for students who 

are in special lab classes, students who are participants in performing groups or 

students who are representing the school as part of an extracurricular activity 

program.   

 

On a first offense of the dress code, the student may call home for proper apparel.  

If clothes cannot be brought to school, the student will be assigned to in-school 

suspension for the remainder of the day.  Students will not be allowed to leave 

campus to change clothes.  Continual violations of the dress code will result in 

more stringent disciplinary actions, up to expulsion.  Further, in the event the 

dress code violation is determined to also violate other student conduct rules (e.g., 

public indecency, insubordination, expression of profanity, and the like), a first 

offense of the dress code may result in more stringent discipline, up to expulsion. 

 

 2. Academic Integrity.    

 

a.  Policy Statement: Students are expected to abide by the standards of 

academic integrity established by their teachers and school administration.  

Standards of academic integrity are established in order for students to 

learn as much as possible from instruction, for students to be given grades 

which accurately reflect the student’s level of learning and progress, to 
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provide a level playing field for all students, and to develop appropriate 

values.    

 

Cheating and plagiarism violate the standards of academic integrity. 

Sanctions will be imposed against students who engage in such conduct. 

 

b.  Definitions: The following definitions provide a guide to the standards 

of academic integrity: 

(1) “Cheating” means intentionally misrepresenting the source, nature, 

or other conditions of academic work so as to accrue undeserved 

credit, or to cooperate with someone else in such 

misrepresentation. Such misrepresentations may, but need not 

necessarily, involve the work of others.  Cheating includes, but is 

not limited to: 

(a)   Tests (includes tests, quizzes and other examinations or 

academic performances): 

(i) Advance Information:  Obtaining, reviewing or 

sharing copies of tests or information about a test 

before these are distributed for student use by the 

instructor. For example, a student engages in 

cheating if, after having taken a test, the student 

informs other students in a later section of the 

questions that appear on the test.   

(ii) Use of Unauthorized Materials: Using notes, 

textbooks, pre-programmed formulae in calculators, 

or other unauthorized material, devices or 

information while taking a test except as expressly 

permitted.  For example, except for “open book” 

tests, a student engages in cheating if the student 

looks at personal notes or the textbook during the 

test.  

(iii) Use of Other Student Answers:  Copying or looking 

at another student’s answers or work, or sharing 

answers or work with another student, when taking 

a test, except as expressly permitted.  For example, 

a student engages in cheating if the student looks at 

another student’s paper during a test.  A student also 

engages in cheating if the student tells another 

student answers during a test or while exiting the 

testing room, or knowingly allows another student 

to look at the student’s answers on the test paper. 

(iv) Use of Other Student to Take Test.  Having another 

person take one's place for a test, or taking a test for 

another student, without the specific knowledge and 

permission of the instructor. 
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(v) Misrepresenting Need to Delay Test. Presenting 

false or incomplete information in order to postpone 

or avoid the taking of a test.  For example, a student 

engages in cheating if the student misses class on 

the day of a test, claiming to be sick, when the 

student’s real reason for missing class was because 

the student was not prepared for the test. 

 

 (b)  Papers (includes papers, essays, lab projects, and other 

similar academic work): 

  i) Use of Another’s Paper: Copying another student’s 

paper, using a paper from an essay writing service, 

or allowing another student to copy a paper, without 

the specific knowledge and permission of the 

instructor.     

  (ii)  Re-use of One’s Own Papers: Using a substantial 

portion of a piece of work previously submitted for 

another course or program to meet the requirements 

of the present course or program without notifying 

the instructor to whom the work is presented.  

  (iii)  Assistance from Others:  Having another person 

assist with the paper to such an extent that the work 

does not truly reflect the student’s work.  For 

example, a student engages in cheating if the 

student has a draft essay reviewed by the student’s 

parent or sibling, and the essay is substantially re-

written by the student’s parent or sibling.  

Assistance from home is encouraged, but the work 

must remain the student’s. 

  (iv)  Failure to Contribute to Group Projects.  Accepting 

credit for a group project in which the student failed 

to contribute a fair share of the work.   

  (v) Misrepresenting Need to Delay Paper.  Presenting 

false or incomplete information in order to postpone 

or avoid turning in a paper when due.  For example, 

a student engages in cheating if the student misses 

class on the day a paper is due, claiming to be sick, 

when the student’s real reason for missing class was 

because the student had not finished the paper. 

 

(c) Alteration of Assigned Grades.  Any unauthorized 

alteration of assigned grades by a student in the teacher’s 

grade book or the school records is a serious form of 

cheating.   

 



Article 5 STUDENTS Policy No. 5101 

 
  Page 11 of  16 

  (2) “Plagiarism” means to take and present as one's own a material 

portion of the ideas or words of another or to present as one's own 

an idea or work derived from an existing source without full and 

proper credit to the source of the ideas, words, or works. 

Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to: 

(a) Failure to Credit Sources:  Copying work (words, 

sentences, and paragraphs or illustrations or models) 

directly from the work of another without proper credit.  

Academic work frequently involves use of outside sources.  

To avoid plagiarism, the student must either place the work 

in quotations or give a citation to the outside source. 

(b)   Falsely Presenting Work as One’s Own:  Presenting work 

prepared by another in final or draft form as one's own 

without citing the source, such as the use of purchased 

research papers or use of another student’s paper. 

 

 (3) “Contributing” to academic integrity violations means to 

participate in or assist another in cheating or plagiarism.  It 

includes but is not limited to allowing another student to look at 

your test answers, to copy your papers or lab projects, and to fail to 

report a known act of cheating or plagiarism to the instructor or 

administration.   

 

c.  Sanctions: The following sanctions will occur when a student engages 

in cheating, plagiarism, or contributing to an academic integrity offense: 

  (1) Academic Sanction. The instructor will refuse to accept the 

student’s work in which the academic integrity offense took place, 

assign a grade of "F" or zero for the work, and require the student 

to complete a test or project in place of the work within such time 

and under such conditions as the instructor may determine 

appropriate.  In the event the student completes the replacement 

test or project at a level meeting minimum performance standards, 

the instructor will assign a grade which the instructor determines to 

be appropriate for the work.   

  (2) Report to Parents and Administration.  The instructor will notify 

the Principal of the offense and the instructor or Principal will 

notify the student’s parents or guardian.  

  (3) Student Discipline Sanctions.  Academic integrity offenses are a 

violation of school rules.  The Principal may recommend sanctions 

in addition to those assigned by the instructor, up to and including 

suspension or expulsion.  Such additional sanctions will be given 

strong consideration where a student has engaged in serious or 

repeated academic integrity offense or other rule violations, and 

where the academic sanction is otherwise not a sufficient remedy, 

such as for offenses involving altering assigned grades or 

contributing to academic integrity violations.   
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3. Electronic Devices 

 

a.    Philosophy and Purpose. The District strongly discourages students from 

bringing and/or using electronic devices at school.  The use of electronic 

devices can be disruptive to the educational process and are items that are 

frequently lost or stolen.  In order to maintain a secure and orderly 

learning environment, and to promote respect and courtesy regarding the 

use of electronic devices, the District hereby establishes the following 

rules and regulations governing student use of electronic devices, and 

procedures to address student misuse of electronic devices. 

 

b.  Definitions.  

 

(1) “Electronic devices” include, but are not limited to, cell phones, 

Mp3 players, iPods, personal digital assistants (PDAs), compact 

disc players, portable game consoles, cameras, digital scanners, lap 

top computers, and other electronic or battery powered instruments 

which transmit voice, text, or data from one person to another. 

(2) “Sexting” means generating, sending or receiving, encouraging 

others to send or receive, or showing others, through an electronic 

device, a text message, photograph, video or other medium that: 

(i) Displays sexual content, including erotic nudity, any 

display of genitalia, unclothed female breasts, or unclothed 

buttocks, or any sexually explicit conduct as defined at 

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-1463.02; or 

(ii) Sexually exploits a person, whether or not such person has 

given consent to creation or distribution of the message, 

photograph or video by permitting, allowing, encouraging, 

disseminating, distributing, or forcing such student or other 

person to engage in sexually explicit, obscene or 

pornographic photography, films, or depictions; or, 

(iii) Displays a sexually explicit message for sexual 

gratification, flirtation or provocation, or to request or 

arrange a sexual encounter. 

 

 c. Possession and Use of Electronic Devices. 

  (1) Students are not permitted to possess or use any electronic devices 

during class time or during passing time except as otherwise 

provided by this policy.  Cell phone usage is strictly prohibited 

during any class period; including voice usage, digital imaging, or 

text messaging. 

  (2) Students are permitted to possess and use electronic devices before 

school hours, at lunch time, and after school hours, provided that 

the student not commit any abusive use of the device (see 

paragraph (d)(1). Administrators have the discretion to prohibit 
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student possession or use of electronic devices on school grounds 

during these times in the event the administration determines such 

further restrictions are appropriate; an announcement will be given 

in the event of such a change in permitted use. 

  (3) Electronic devices may be used during class time when specifically 

approved by the teacher or a school administrator in conjunction 

with appropriate and authorized class or school activities or events 

(i.e., student use of a camera during a photography class; student 

use of a lap top computer for a class presentation). 

  (4) Students may use electronic devices during class time when 

authorized pursuant to an Individual Education Plan (IEP), a 

Section 504 Accommodation Plan, or a Health Care Plan, or 

pursuant to a plan developed with the student’s parent when the 

student has a compelling need to have the device (e.g., a student 

whose parent is in the hospital could be allowed limited use of the 

cell phone for family contacts, so the family can give the student 

updates on the parent’s condition). 

 

 d.     Violations 

  (1) Prohibited Use of Electronic Devices:  Students shall not use 

electronic devices for: (a) activities which disrupt the educational 

environment; (b) illegal activities in violation of state or federal 

laws or regulations; (c) unethical activities, such as cheating on 

assignments or tests; (d) immoral or pornographic activities; (e) 

activities in violation of Board or school policies and procedures 

relating to student conduct and harassment; (f) recording others 

(photographs, videotaping, sound recording, etc.) or otherwise 

transmitting images and/or sounds of another person or persons 

without direct administrative approval and consent of the person(s) 

being recorded, other than recording of persons participating in 

school activities that are open to the public; (g) “sexting;” or (h) 

activities which invade the privacy of others.  Such student 

misuses will be dealt with as serious school violations, and 

immediate and appropriate disciplinary action will be imposed, 

including, but not limited to, suspension and expulsion from 

school. 

  (2) Disposition of Confiscated Electronic Devices:  Electronic devices 

possessed or used in violation of this policy may be confiscated by 

school personnel and returned to the student or parent/guardian at 

an appropriate time.  If an electronic device is confiscated, the 

electronic device shall be taken to the school’s main office to be 

identified, placed in a secure area, and returned to the student 

and/or the student’s parent/guardian in a consistent and orderly 

way. 

 (i) First Violation:  Depending upon the nature of the violation 

and the imposition of other appropriate disciplinary action, 
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consequences at a minimum may include a relinquishment 

of the electronic device to the school administration and a 

conference between the student and school principal or 

assistant principal.  The electronic device shall remain in 

the possession of the school administration until such time 

as the student personally comes to the school’s main office 

and retrieves the electronic device. 

 (ii) Second Violation:  Depending upon the nature of the 

violation and the imposition of other appropriate 

disciplinary action, consequences at a minimum may 

include a relinquishment of the electronic device to the 

school administration and a conference between the student 

and his/her parent/guardian and the school principal or 

assistant principal.  The electronic device shall remain in 

the possession of the school administration until such time 

as the student’s parent/guardian personally comes to the 

school’s main office and retrieves the electronic device.  

 (iii) Third Violation:  Depending upon the nature of the 

violation and the imposition of other appropriate 

disciplinary action, consequences at a minimum may 

include a relinquishment of the electronic device to the 

school administration, a conference between the student 

and his/her parent/guardian and the school principal or 

assistant principal, and suspension of the student from 

school.  The electronic device shall remain in the 

possession of the school administration until such time as 

the student’s parent/guardian personally comes to the 

school’s main office and retrieves the electronic device. 

 

  (3) Penalties for Prohibited Use of Electronic Devices:  Students who 

receive a “sexting” message are to report the matter to a school 

administrator and then delete such message from their electronic 

device. Students shall not participate in sexting or have any 

“sexting” message on their electronic devices regardless of when 

the message was received while on school grounds or at a school 

activity.  Students who violate the prohibitions of this policy shall 

be subject to the imposition of appropriate disciplinary action, up 

to and including expulsion, provided that at a minimum the 

following penalties shall be imposed: 

   (i) Students found in possession of a “sexting” message shall 

be subject to a one (1) day suspension from school. 

   (ii) Students who send or encourage another to send a 

“sexting” message shall be subject to a five (5) day 

suspension from school. 
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  (4) Reporting to Law Enforcement:  Violations of this policy 

regarding the prohibited use of electronic devices that may 

constitute a violation of federal or state laws and regulations, 

including, but not limited to, the Nebraska Child Protection Act or 

the Nebraska Child Pornography Prevention Act shall be reported 

to appropriate legal authorities and law enforcement. 

 

e.    Responsibility for Electronic Devices.  Students or their parents/guardians 

are expected to claim a confiscated electronic device within ten (10) days of 

the date it was relinquished.  The school shall not be responsible, financially 

or otherwise, for any unclaimed electronic devices. By bringing such 

devices to school, students and parents authorize the school to dispose of 

unclaimed devices at the end of each semester. The District is not 

responsible for the security and safekeeping of students’ electronic devices 

and is not financially responsible for any damage, destruction, or loss of 

electronic devices.   

 

E. Inappropriate Public Displays of Affection (IPDA):  Students are not to engage in 

inappropriate public displays of affection on school property or at school activities.  Such 

conduct includes kissing, touching, fondling or other displays of affection that would be 

reasonably considered to be embarrassing or a distraction to others. Students will face the 

following consequences for IPDA:   

1. 1st Offense: Student will be confronted and directed to cease.  

2. 2nd Offense: Student will be confronted, directed to cease, and parents will be 

notified.  

3. 3rd Offense: Student will be suspended from school for a minimum of 1 day, and 

parents and student will need to meet with Administrator(s) and/or counselor.  

 If this type of behavior continues, or if the IPDA is lewd or constitutes sexual conduct, 

the student could face long-term suspension or expulsion. 

 

F. Specific Rule Items: The following conduct may result in disciplinary action which, in 

the repeated violations, may result in discipline up to expulsion: 

1. Students are not given locker passes, restroom passes or telephone passes to leave 

a classroom or study hall unless special circumstances arise.  

2. Students in the hallway during class time must have a pass with them.  

3. Gum, candy, seeds, etc. are not allowed in the school building or classrooms. The 

pop machine is closed until after school and pop is to be drunk outside.  

4. Students are expected to bring all books and necessary materials to class. This 

includes study halls.  

5. Assignments for all classes are due as assigned by the teacher. 

6. Students are not to operate the mini-blinds or the windows.  

7. Classes are ended by the teacher.  Students are not to begin to pack up or leave the 

class until the dismissal bell has rung or the teacher has dismissed the class.  

8. Students are to be in their seats and ready for class on the tardy bell.  
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9. Special classes such as Industrial Technology, Art, P.E., and computer courses 

will have other safety or clean-up rules that will be explained to students by that 

teacher which must be followed.  

10. Students are not to bring “nuisance items” to school. A nuisance item is 

something that is not required for educational purposes and which would cause a 

distraction to the student or others.  

11. Students are to stand back from the entry steps and doors in the mornings before 

school and at noon before the bell so that others may pass in and out of the entry 

doors.  

12. Snow handling is prohibited.   

 

G. Law Violations 

 

1. Any act of a student which is a basis for expulsion and which the principal or 

designee knows or suspects is a violation of the Nebraska Criminal Code will be 

reported to law enforcement as soon as possible. Conduct to be reported for law 

enforcement referral includes conduct that may constitute a felony, conduct which 

may constitute a threat to the safety or well-being of students or others in school 

programs and activities, and conduct that the legal system is better equipped to 

address than school officials. Conduct that does not need to be reported for law 

enforcement referral includes typical adolescent behavior that can be addressed by 

school administrators without the involvement of law enforcement. In making the 

decision of whether to report, consideration should be given to the student’s 

maturity, mental capacity, and behavioral disorders, where applicable.  When 

appropriate, it shall be the responsibility of the referring administrator to contact 

the student’s parent of the fact that the referral to legal authorities has been or will 

be made. 

 The foregoing reporting standards shall be reviewed annually by the school board 

on or before August 1 of each year, be annually reviewed in collaboration with 

the County Attorney each year, be distributed to each student and his or her parent 

or guardian at the beginning of each school year, or at the time of enrollment if 

during the school year, and shall be posted in conspicuous places in each school 

during the school year. 

2. When a principal or other school official releases a minor student to a peace 

officer (e.g., police officer, sheriff, and all other persons with similar authority to 

make arrests) for the purpose of removing the minor from the school premises, the 

principal or other school official shall take immediate steps to notify the parent, 

guardian, or responsible relative of the minor regarding the release of the minor to 

the officer and regarding the place to which the minor is reportedly being taken, 

except when a minor has been taken into custody as a victim of suspected child 

abuse, in which case the principal or other school official shall provide the peace 

officer with the address and telephone number of the minor's parents or guardian. 

  

Legal Reference: Neb. Rev. Stat. sections 79-254 to 79-296  

 

Date of Adoption: [Insert Date] 
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Students 

 

Student Discipline 

 

A. Development of Uniform Discipline System.  It shall be the responsibility of the 

Superintendent to develop and maintain a system of uniform discipline.   The discipline 

which may be imposed includes actions which are determined to be reasonably necessary 

to aid the student, to further school purposes, or to prevent interference with the 

educational process, such as (without limitation) counseling and warning students, parent 

contacts and parent conferences, rearrangement of schedules, requirements that a student 

remain in school after regular hours to do additional work, restriction of extracurricular 

activity, or requirements that a student receive counseling upon written consent of the 

parent or guardian, or in-school suspension.  The discipline may also include out-of-

school suspension (short-term or long-term) and expulsion.   

 

 1. Short-Term Suspension:  Students may be excluded by the Principal or the 

Principal’s designee from school or any school function for a period of up to five school 

days (short-term suspension) on the following grounds: 

 

a. Conduct that constitutes grounds for expulsion, whether the conduct 

occurs on or off school grounds; or 

b. Other violations of rules and standards of behavior adopted by the Board 

of Education or the administrative or teaching staff of the school, which 

occur on or off school grounds, if such conduct interferes with school 

purposes or there is a nexus between such conduct and school. 

 

 The following process will apply to short-term suspensions: 

 

a. The Principal or the Principal’s designee will make a reasonable 

investigation of the facts and circumstances.  A short-term suspension will 

be made upon a determination that the suspension is necessary to help any 

student, to further school purposes, or to prevent an interference with 

school purposes. 

b. Prior to commencement of the short-term suspension, the student will be 

given oral or written notice of the charges against the student.  The student 

will be advised of what the student is accused of having done, an 

explanation of the evidence the authorities have, and be afforded an 

opportunity to explain the student's version of the facts. 

c. Within 24 hours or such additional time as is reasonably necessary 

following the suspension, the Principal or administrator will send a written 

statement to the student and the student's parent or guardian describing the 

student's conduct, misconduct or violation of the rule or standard and the 

reasons for the action taken.   

d. An opportunity will be given to the student, and the student's parent or 

guardian, to have a conference with the Principal or administrator ordering 
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the short-term suspension before or at the time the student returns to 

school.  The Principal or administrator shall determine who in addition to 

the parent or guardian is to attend the conference. 

e. A student who is on a short-term suspension shall not be permitted to be 

on school grounds without the express permission of the Principal. 

 

2. Long-Term Suspension:  A long-term suspension means an exclusion from school 

and any school functions for a period of more than five school days but less then 

twenty school days.  A student who is on a long-term suspension shall not be 

permitted to be on school grounds without the express permission of the Principal.  

A notice will be given to the student and the parents/guardian when the Principal 

recommends a long-term suspension. The notice will include a description of the 

procedures for long-term suspension; the procedures will be those set forth in the 

Student Discipline Act. 

 

3. Expulsion: 

 

a. Meaning of Expulsion.  Expulsion means exclusion from attendance in all 

schools, grounds and activities of or within the system for a period not to 

exceed the remainder of the semester in which it took effect unless the 

misconduct occurred (a) within ten school days prior to the end of the first 

semester, in which case the expulsion shall remain in effect through the 

second semester, or (b) within ten school days prior to the end of the 

second semester, in which case the expulsion shall remain in effect for 

summer school and the first semester of the following school year, or (c) 

unless the expulsion is for conduct specified in these rules or in law as 

permitting or requiring a longer removal, in which case the expulsion shall 

remain in effect for the period specified therein.  Such action may be 

modified or terminated by the school district at any time during the 

expulsion period.  A student who has been expelled shall not be permitted 

to be on school grounds without the express permission of the Principal. A 

notice will be given to the student and the parents/guardian when the 

Principal recommends an expulsion. The notice will include a description 

of the procedures for expulsion; the procedures will be those set forth in 

the Student Discipline Act. 

 

b. Suspensions Pending Hearing.  When a notice of intent to discipline a 

student by long-term suspension, expulsion, or mandatory reassignment is 

filed with the superintendent, the student may be suspended by the 

principal until the date the long-term suspension, expulsion, or mandatory 

reassignment takes effect if no hearing is requested or, if a hearing is 

requested, the date the hearing examiner makes the report of his or her 

findings and a recommendation of the action to be taken to the 

superintendent, if the principal determines that the student must be 

suspended immediately to prevent or substantially reduce the risk of (a) 

interference with an educational function or school purpose or (b) a 
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personal injury to the student himself or herself, other students, school 

employees, or school volunteers.   

 

c. Summer Review.  Any expulsion that will remain in effect during the first 

semester of the following school year will be automatically scheduled for 

review before the beginning of the school year in accordance with law. 

 

d. Alternative Education:  Students who are expelled may be provided an 

alternative education program that will enable the student to continue 

academic work for credit toward graduation. In the event an alternative 

education program is not provided, a conference will be held with the 

parent, student, the Principal or another school representative assigned by 

the Principal, and a representative of a community organization that assists 

young people or that is involved with juvenile justice to develop a plan for 

the student in accordance with law. 

 

e. Suspension of Enforcement of an Expulsion:  Enforcement of an expulsion 

action may be suspended (i.e., “stayed”) for a period of not more than one 

full semester in addition to the balance of the semester in which the 

expulsion takes effect. As a condition of such suspended action, the 

student and parents will be required to sign a discipline agreement.   

 

f. Students Subject to Juvenile or Court Probation.  Prior to the readmission 

to school of any student who is less than nineteen years of age and who is 

subject to the supervision of a juvenile probation officer or an adult 

probation officer pursuant to the order of the District Court, County Court, 

or Juvenile Court, who chooses to meet conditions of probation by 

attending school, and who has previously been expelled from school, the 

Principal or the Principal’s designee shall meet with the student's 

probation officer and assist in developing conditions of probation that will 

provide specific guidelines for behavior and consequences for misbehavior 

at school (including conduct on school grounds and conduct during an 

educational function or event off school grounds) as well as educational 

objectives that must be achieved.  If the guidelines, consequences, and 

objectives provided by the Principal or the Principal’s designee are agreed 

to by the probation officer and the student, and the court permits the 

student to return to school under the agreed to conditions, the student may 

be permitted to return to school.  The student may with proper consent, 

upon such return, be evaluated by the school for possible disabilities and 

may be referred for evaluation for possible placement in a special 

education program.  The student may be expelled or otherwise disciplined 

for subsequent conduct as provided in Board policy and state statute. 

 

 4. Emergency Exclusion: A student may be excluded from school in the following 

circumstances: 
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a. If the student has a dangerous communicable disease transmissible 

through normal school contacts and poses an imminent threat to the health 

or safety of the school community; or 

b. If the student’s conduct presents a clear threat to the physical safety of 

himself, herself, or others, or is so extremely disruptive as to make 

temporary removal necessary to preserve the rights of other students to 

pursue an education. 

 

Any emergency exclusion shall be based upon a clear factual situation warranting 

it and shall last no longer than is necessary to avoid the dangers described above. 

 

If the emergency exclusion will be for five school days or less, the procedures for 

a short-term suspension shall be followed. If the Superintendent or his or her 

designee determines that an emergency exclusion shall extend beyond five days, a 

hearing is to be held and a final determination made within ten school days after 

the initial date of exclusion. Such procedures shall substantially comply with the 

procedures set forth in this policy for a long-term suspension or expulsion, and be 

modified only to the extent necessary to accomplish the hearing and 

determination within this shorter time period. 

 

 5. Other Forms of Student Discipline: Administrative and teaching personnel may 

also take actions regarding student behavior, other than removal of students from 

school, which are reasonably necessary to aid the student, further school purposes, 

or prevent interference with the educational process. Such actions may include, 

but are not limited to, counseling of students, parent conferences, rearrangement 

of schedules, requirements that a student remain in school after regular hours to 

do additional work, restriction of extracurricular activity, or requirements that a 

student receive counseling, psychological evaluation, or psychiatric evaluation 

upon the written consent of a parent or guardian to such counseling or evaluation.  

The actions may also include in-school suspensions.  When in-school 

suspensions, after-school assignments, or other disciplinary measures are 

assigned, the student is responsible for complying with such disciplinary 

measures.  A failure to serve such assigned discipline as directed will serve as 

grounds for further discipline, up to expulsion from school.  

 

B. Student Conduct Expectations.  Students are not to engage in conduct which causes or 

which creates a reasonable likelihood that it will cause a substantial disruption in or 

material interference with any school function, activity or purpose or interfere with the 

health, safety, well being or rights of other students, staff or visitors. 

 

C. Grounds for Short-Term Suspension, Long-Term Suspension, Expulsion or Mandatory 

Reassignment.  The following conduct has been determined by the Board of Education to 

have the potential to seriously affect the health, safety or welfare of students, staff and 

other persons or to otherwise seriously interfere with the educational process. Such 

conduct constitutes grounds for long-term suspension, expulsion, or mandatory 

reassignment, and any other lesser forms of discipline. The conduct is subject to the 
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consequence of long-term suspension, expulsion, or mandatory reassignment where it 

occurs on school grounds, in a vehicle owned, leased, or contracted by the school and 

being used for a school purpose or in a vehicle being driven for a school purpose by a 

school employee or an employee’s designee, or at a school-sponsored activity or athletic 

event.  

 

1. Willfully disobeying any reasonable written or oral request of a school staff 

member, or the voicing of disrespect to those in authority.  

2. Use of violence, force, coercion, threat, intimidation, harassment, or similar 

conduct in a manner that constitutes a substantial interference with school 

purposes or making any communication that a reasonable recipient would 

interpret as a serious expression of an intent to harm or cause injury to another. 

3. Willfully causing or attempting to cause substantial damage to property, stealing 

or attempting to steal property of substantial value, repeated damage or theft 

involving property, or setting or attempting to set a fire of any magnitude. 

4. Causing or attempting to cause personal injury to any person, including any 

school employee, school volunteer, or student. Personal injury caused by accident, 

self-defense, or other action undertaken on the reasonable belief that it was 

necessary to protect some other person shall not constitute a violation of this 

subdivision. 

5. Threatening or intimidating any student for the purpose of or with the intent of 

obtaining money or anything of value from such student or making a threat which 

causes or may be expected to cause a disruption to school operations. 

6. Knowingly possessing, handling, or transmitting any object or material that is 

ordinarily or generally considered a weapon or that has the appearance of a 

weapon or bringing or possessing any explosive device, including fireworks. 

7. Engaging in selling, using, possessing or dispensing of alcohol, tobacco, 

narcotics, drugs, controlled substance, or an inhalant; being under the influence of 

any of the above; possession of drug paraphernalia, or the selling, using, 

possessing, or dispensing of an imitation controlled substance as defined in 

section 28-401 of the Nebraska statutes, or material represented to be alcohol, 

narcotics, drugs, a controlled substance or inhalant.  Tobacco means any tobacco 

product (including but not limited to cigarettes, cigars, and chewing tobacco), 

vapor products (such as e-cigarettes), electronic nicotine delivery systems, 

alternative nicotine products, tobacco product look-alikes, and products intended 

to replicate tobacco products either by appearance or effect.  Use of a controlled 

substance in the manner prescribed for the student by the student’s physician is 

not a violation. The term “under the influence” has a less strict meaning than it 

does under criminal law; for school purposes, the term means any level of 

impairment and includes even the odor of alcohol or illegal substances on the 

breath or person of a student; also, it includes being impaired by reason of the 

abuse of any material used as a stimulant. 

8. Public indecency or sexual conduct. 

9. Engaging in bullying, which includes any ongoing pattern of physical, verbal, or 

electronic abuse on school grounds, in a vehicle owned, leased, or contracted by a 

school being used for a school purpose by a school employee or a school 
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employee’s designee, or at school-sponsored activities or school-sponsored 

athletic events. 

10. Sexually assaulting or attempting to sexually assault any person.  This conduct 

may result in an expulsion regardless of the time or location of the offense if a 

complaint alleging such conduct is filed in a court of competent jurisdiction. 

11. Engaging in any activity forbidden by law which constitutes a danger to other 

students or interferes with school purposes. This conduct may result in an 

expulsion regardless of the time or location of the offense if the conduct creates or 

had the potential to create a substantial interference with school purposes, such as 

the use of the telephone or internet off-school grounds to threaten. 

12. A repeated violation of any rules established by the school district or school 

officials if such violations constitute a substantial interference with school 

purposes. 

13. Truancy or failure to attend assigned classes or assigned activities; or tardiness to 

school, assigned classes or assigned activities. 

14. The use of language, written or oral, or conduct, including gestures, which is 

profane or abusive to students or staff members.  Profane or abusive language or 

conduct includes, but is not limited to, that which is commonly understood and 

intended to be derogatory toward a group or individual based upon race, gender, 

disability, national origin, or religion. 

15. Dressing or grooming in a manner which is dangerous to the student's health and 

safety or a danger to the health and safety of others or repeated violations of the 

student dress and grooming standards; dressing, grooming, or engaging in speech 

that is lewd or indecent, vulgar or plainly offensive; dressing, grooming, or 

engaging in speech that school officials reasonably conclude will materially and 

substantially disrupt the work and discipline of the school; dressing, grooming, or 

engaging in speech that a reasonable observer would interpret as advocating 

illegal drug use.  

16. Willfully violating the behavioral expectations for riding school buses or vehicles.  

17. A student who engages in the following conduct shall be expelled for the 

remainder of the school year in which it took effect if the misconduct occurs 

during the first semester, and if the expulsion for such conduct takes place during 

the second semester, the expulsion shall remain in effect for the first semester of 

the following school year, with the condition that such action may be modified or 

terminated by the school district during the expulsion period on such terms as the 

administration may establish: 

 

a. The knowing and intentional use of force in causing or attempting to cause 

personal injury to a school employee, school volunteer, or student, except 

if caused by accident, self-defense, or on the reasonable belief that the 

force used was necessary to protect some other person and the extent of 

force used was reasonably believed to be necessary, or  

b. The knowing and intentional possession, use, or transmission of a 

dangerous weapon other than a firearm.  
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18. Knowingly and intentionally possessing, using, or transmitting a firearm on 

school grounds, in a school-owned or utilized vehicle, or during an educational 

function or event off school grounds, or at a school-sponsored activity or athletic 

event. This conduct shall result in an expulsion for one calendar year. “Firearm” 

means a firearm as defined in 18 U.S.C. 921, as that statute existed on January 1, 

1995. That statute includes the following statement: “The term ‘firearm’ means 

(a) any weapon (including a starter gun) which will or is designed to or may 

readily be converted to expel a projectile by the action of an explosive; (b) the 

frame or receiver of any such weapon; (c) any firearm muffler or firearm silencer; 

or (d) any destructive device.” The Superintendent may modify such one year 

expulsion requirement on a case-by-case basis, provided that such modification is 

in writing.    

 

Bringing a firearm or other dangerous weapon to school for any reason is 

discouraged; however, a student will not be subject to disciplinary action if the 

item is brought or possessed under the following conditions: 

a. Prior written permission to bring the firearm or other dangerous weapon to 

school is obtained from the student's teacher, building administrator and 

parent. 

b. The purpose of having the firearm or other dangerous weapon in school is 

for a legitimate educational function. 

c. A plan for its transportation into and from the school, its storage while in 

the school building and how it will be displayed must be developed with 

the prior written approval by the teacher and building administrator.  Such 

plan shall require that such item will be in the possession of an adult staff 

member at all times except for such limited time as is necessary to fulfill 

the educational function. 

d. The firearm or other dangerous weapon shall be in an inoperable condition 

while it is on school grounds. 

 

D. Additional Student Conduct Expectations and Grounds for Discipline.  The following 

additional student conduct expectations are established.  Failure to comply with such 

rules is grounds for disciplinary action.  When such conduct occurs on school grounds, in 

a vehicle owned, leased, or contracted by a school being used for a school purpose or in a 

vehicle being driven for a school purpose by a school employee or by his or her designee, 

or at a school-sponsored activity or athletic event, the conduct is grounds for long-term 

suspension, expulsion or mandatory reassignment. 

 

1. Student Appearance: Students are expected to dress in a way that is appropriate 

for the school setting.  Students should not dress in a manner that is dangerous to 

the health and safety of anyone or interferes with the learning environment or 

teaching process in our school.  Following is a list of examples of attire that will 

not be considered appropriate, such list is not exclusive and other forms of attire 

deemed inappropriate by the administration may be deemed inappropriate for the 

school setting: 
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a. Clothing that shows an inappropriate amount of bare skin or underwear 

(midriffs, spaghetti straps, sagging pants) or clothing that is too tight, 

revealing or baggy, or tops and bottoms that do not overlap or any material 

that is sheer or lightweight enough to be seen through, or otherwise of an 

appropriate size and fit so as to be revealing or drag on the ground. 

b. Shorts, skirts, or skorts that do not reach mid-thigh or longer. 

c. Clothing or jewelry that advertises or promotes beer, alcohol, tobacco, or 

illegal drugs. 

d. Clothing or jewelry that could be used as a weapon (chains, spiked 

apparel) or that would encourage “horse-play” or that would damage 

property (e.g. cleats). 

e. Head wear including hats, caps, bandannas, and scarves. 

f. Clothing or jewelry which exhibits nudity, makes sexual references or 

carries lewd, indecent, or vulgar double meaning. 

g. Clothing or jewelry that is gang related. 

h. Visible body piercing (other than ears). 

 

Consideration will be made for students who wear special clothing as required by 

religious beliefs, disability, or to convey a particularized message protected by 

law.  The final decision regarding attire and grooming will be made by the 

Principal or Superintendent.  In the event a student is uncertain as to whether a 

particular item or method of grooming is consistent with the school’s guidelines, 

the student should contact the Principal for approval, and may also review such 

additional posting of prohibited items or grooming which may be available in the 

Principal’s office. 

 

 

Coaches, sponsors or teachers may have additional requirements for students who 

are in special lab classes, students who are participants in performing groups or 

students who are representing the school as part of an extracurricular activity 

program.   

 

On a first offense of the dress code, the student may call home for proper apparel.  

If clothes cannot be brought to school, the student will be assigned to in-school 

suspension for the remainder of the day.  Students will not be allowed to leave 

campus to change clothes.  Continual violations of the dress code will result in 

more stringent disciplinary actions, up to expulsion.  Further, in the event the 

dress code violation is determined to also violate other student conduct rules (e.g., 

public indecency, insubordination, expression of profanity, and the like), a first 

offense of the dress code may result in more stringent discipline, up to expulsion. 

 

 2. Academic Integrity.    

 

a.  Policy Statement: Students are expected to abide by the standards of 

academic integrity established by their teachers and school administration.  

Standards of academic integrity are established in order for students to 
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learn as much as possible from instruction, for students to be given grades 

which accurately reflect the student’s level of learning and progress, to 

provide a level playing field for all students, and to develop appropriate 

values.    

 

Cheating and plagiarism violate the standards of academic integrity. 

Sanctions will be imposed against students who engage in such conduct. 

 

b.  Definitions: The following definitions provide a guide to the standards 

of academic integrity: 

(1) “Cheating” means intentionally misrepresenting the source, nature, 

or other conditions of academic work so as to accrue undeserved 

credit, or to cooperate with someone else in such 

misrepresentation. Such misrepresentations may, but need not 

necessarily, involve the work of others.  Cheating includes, but is 

not limited to: 

(a)   Tests (includes tests, quizzes and other examinations or 

academic performances): 

(i) Advance Information:  Obtaining, reviewing or 

sharing copies of tests or information about a test 

before these are distributed for student use by the 

instructor. For example, a student engages in 

cheating if, after having taken a test, the student 

informs other students in a later section of the 

questions that appear on the test.   

(ii) Use of Unauthorized Materials: Using notes, 

textbooks, pre-programmed formulae in calculators, 

or other unauthorized material, devices or 

information while taking a test except as expressly 

permitted.  For example, except for “open book” 

tests, a student engages in cheating if the student 

looks at personal notes or the textbook during the 

test.  

(iii) Use of Other Student Answers:  Copying or looking 

at another student’s answers or work, or sharing 

answers or work with another student, when taking 

a test, except as expressly permitted.  For example, 

a student engages in cheating if the student looks at 

another student’s paper during a test.  A student also 

engages in cheating if the student tells another 

student answers during a test or while exiting the 

testing room, or knowingly allows another student 

to look at the student’s answers on the test paper. 

(iv) Use of Other Student to Take Test.  Having another 

person take one's place for a test, or taking a test for 
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another student, without the specific knowledge and 

permission of the instructor. 

(v) Misrepresenting Need to Delay Test. Presenting 

false or incomplete information in order to postpone 

or avoid the taking of a test.  For example, a student 

engages in cheating if the student misses class on 

the day of a test, claiming to be sick, when the 

student’s real reason for missing class was because 

the student was not prepared for the test. 

 

 (b)  Papers (includes papers, essays, lab projects, and other 

similar academic work): 

  i) Use of Another’s Paper: Copying another student’s 

paper, using a paper from an essay writing service, 

or allowing another student to copy a paper, without 

the specific knowledge and permission of the 

instructor.     

  (ii)  Re-use of One’s Own Papers: Using a substantial 

portion of a piece of work previously submitted for 

another course or program to meet the requirements 

of the present course or program without notifying 

the instructor to whom the work is presented.  

  (iii)  Assistance from Others:  Having another person 

assist with the paper to such an extent that the work 

does not truly reflect the student’s work.  For 

example, a student engages in cheating if the 

student has a draft essay reviewed by the student’s 

parent or sibling, and the essay is substantially re-

written by the student’s parent or sibling.  

Assistance from home is encouraged, but the work 

must remain the student’s. 

  (iv)  Failure to Contribute to Group Projects.  Accepting 

credit for a group project in which the student failed 

to contribute a fair share of the work.   

  (v) Misrepresenting Need to Delay Paper.  Presenting 

false or incomplete information in order to postpone 

or avoid turning in a paper when due.  For example, 

a student engages in cheating if the student misses 

class on the day a paper is due, claiming to be sick, 

when the student’s real reason for missing class was 

because the student had not finished the paper. 

 

(c) Alteration of Assigned Grades.  Any unauthorized 

alteration of assigned grades by a student in the teacher’s 

grade book or the school records is a serious form of 

cheating.   
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  (2) “Plagiarism” means to take and present as one's own a material 

portion of the ideas or words of another or to present as one's own 

an idea or work derived from an existing source without full and 

proper credit to the source of the ideas, words, or works. 

Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to: 

(a) Failure to Credit Sources:  Copying work (words, 

sentences, and paragraphs or illustrations or models) 

directly from the work of another without proper credit.  

Academic work frequently involves use of outside sources.  

To avoid plagiarism, the student must either place the work 

in quotations or give a citation to the outside source. 

(b)   Falsely Presenting Work as One’s Own:  Presenting work 

prepared by another in final or draft form as one's own 

without citing the source, such as the use of purchased 

research papers or use of another student’s paper. 

 

 (3) “Contributing” to academic integrity violations means to 

participate in or assist another in cheating or plagiarism.  It 

includes but is not limited to allowing another student to look at 

your test answers, to copy your papers or lab projects, and to fail to 

report a known act of cheating or plagiarism to the instructor or 

administration.   

 

c.  Sanctions: The following sanctions will occur when a student engages 

in cheating, plagiarism, or contributing to an academic integrity offense: 

  (1) Academic Sanction. The instructor will refuse to accept the 

student’s work in which the academic integrity offense took place, 

assign a grade of "F" or zero for the work, and require the student 

to complete a test or project in place of the work within such time 

and under such conditions as the instructor may determine 

appropriate.  In the event the student completes the replacement 

test or project at a level meeting minimum performance standards, 

the instructor will assign a grade which the instructor determines to 

be appropriate for the work.   

  (2) Report to Parents and Administration.  The instructor will notify 

the Principal of the offense and the instructor or Principal will 

notify the student’s parents or guardian.  

  (3) Student Discipline Sanctions.  Academic integrity offenses are a 

violation of school rules.  The Principal may recommend sanctions 

in addition to those assigned by the instructor, up to and including 

suspension or expulsion.  Such additional sanctions will be given 

strong consideration where a student has engaged in serious or 

repeated academic integrity offense or other rule violations, and 

where the academic sanction is otherwise not a sufficient remedy, 
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such as for offenses involving altering assigned grades or 

contributing to academic integrity violations.   

 

3. Electronic Devices 

 

a.    Philosophy and Purpose. The District strongly discourages students from 

bringing and/or using electronic devices at school.  The use of electronic 

devices can be disruptive to the educational process and are items that are 

frequently lost or stolen.  In order to maintain a secure and orderly 

learning environment, and to promote respect and courtesy regarding the 

use of electronic devices, the District hereby establishes the following 

rules and regulations governing student use of electronic devices, and 

procedures to address student misuse of electronic devices. 

 

b.  Definitions.  

 

(1) “Electronic devices” include, but are not limited to, cell phones, 

Mp3 players, iPods, personal digital assistants (PDAs), compact 

disc players, portable game consoles, cameras, digital scanners, lap 

top computers, and other electronic or battery powered instruments 

which transmit voice, text, or data from one person to another. 

(2) “Sexting” means generating, sending or receiving, encouraging 

others to send or receive, or showing others, through an electronic 

device, a text message, photograph, video or other medium that: 

(i) Displays sexual content, including erotic nudity, any 

display of genitalia, unclothed female breasts, or unclothed 

buttocks, or any sexually explicit conduct as defined at 

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-1463.02; or 

(ii) Sexually exploits a person, whether or not such person has 

given consent to creation or distribution of the message, 

photograph or video by permitting, allowing, encouraging, 

disseminating, distributing, or forcing such student or other 

person to engage in sexually explicit, obscene or 

pornographic photography, films, or depictions; or, 

(iii) Displays a sexually explicit message for sexual 

gratification, flirtation or provocation, or to request or 

arrange a sexual encounter. 

 

 c. Possession and Use of Electronic Devices. 

  (1) Students are not permitted to possess or use any electronic devices 

during class time or during passing time except as otherwise 

provided by this policy.  Cell phone usage is strictly prohibited 

during any class period; including voice usage, digital imaging, or 

text messaging. 

  (2) Students are permitted to possess and use electronic devices before 

school hours, at lunch time, and after school hours, provided that 
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the student not commit any abusive use of the device (see 

paragraph (d)(1). Administrators have the discretion to prohibit 

student possession or use of electronic devices on school grounds 

during these times in the event the administration determines such 

further restrictions are appropriate; an announcement will be given 

in the event of such a change in permitted use. 

  (3) Electronic devices may be used during class time when specifically 

approved by the teacher or a school administrator in conjunction 

with appropriate and authorized class or school activities or events 

(i.e., student use of a camera during a photography class; student 

use of a lap top computer for a class presentation). 

  (4) Students may use electronic devices during class time when 

authorized pursuant to an Individual Education Plan (IEP), a 

Section 504 Accommodation Plan, or a Health Care Plan, or 

pursuant to a plan developed with the student’s parent when the 

student has a compelling need to have the device (e.g., a student 

whose parent is in the hospital could be allowed limited use of the 

cell phone for family contacts, so the family can give the student 

updates on the parent’s condition). 

 

 d.     Violations 

  (1) Prohibited Use of Electronic Devices:  Students shall not use 

electronic devices for: (a) activities which disrupt the educational 

environment; (b) illegal activities in violation of state or federal 

laws or regulations; (c) unethical activities, such as cheating on 

assignments or tests; (d) immoral or pornographic activities; (e) 

activities in violation of Board or school policies and procedures 

relating to student conduct and harassment; (f) recording others 

(photographs, videotaping, sound recording, etc.) or otherwise 

transmitting images and/or sounds of another person or persons 

without direct administrative approval and consent of the person(s) 

being recorded, other than recording of persons participating in 

school activities that are open to the public; (g) “sexting;” or (h) 

activities which invade the privacy of others.  Such student 

misuses will be dealt with as serious school violations, and 

immediate and appropriate disciplinary action will be imposed, 

including, but not limited to, suspension and expulsion from 

school. 

  (2) Disposition of Confiscated Electronic Devices:  Electronic devices 

possessed or used in violation of this policy may be confiscated by 

school personnel and returned to the student or parent/guardian at 

an appropriate time.  If an electronic device is confiscated, the 

electronic device shall be taken to the school’s main office to be 

identified, placed in a secure area, and returned to the student 

and/or the student’s parent/guardian in a consistent and orderly 

way. 
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 (i) First Violation:  Depending upon the nature of the violation 

and the imposition of other appropriate disciplinary action, 

consequences at a minimum may include a relinquishment 

of the electronic device to the school administration and a 

conference between the student and school principal or 

assistant principal.  The electronic device shall remain in 

the possession of the school administration until such time 

as the student personally comes to the school’s main office 

and retrieves the electronic device. 

 (ii) Second Violation:  Depending upon the nature of the 

violation and the imposition of other appropriate 

disciplinary action, consequences at a minimum may 

include a relinquishment of the electronic device to the 

school administration and a conference between the student 

and his/her parent/guardian and the school principal or 

assistant principal.  The electronic device shall remain in 

the possession of the school administration until such time 

as the student’s parent/guardian personally comes to the 

school’s main office and retrieves the electronic device.  

 (iii) Third Violation:  Depending upon the nature of the 

violation and the imposition of other appropriate 

disciplinary action, consequences at a minimum may 

include a relinquishment of the electronic device to the 

school administration, a conference between the student 

and his/her parent/guardian and the school principal or 

assistant principal, and suspension of the student from 

school.  The electronic device shall remain in the 

possession of the school administration until such time as 

the student’s parent/guardian personally comes to the 

school’s main office and retrieves the electronic device. 

 

  (3) Penalties for Prohibited Use of Electronic Devices:  Students who 

receive a “sexting” message are to report the matter to a school 

administrator and then delete such message from their electronic 

device. Students shall not participate in sexting or have any 

“sexting” message on their electronic devices regardless of when 

the message was received while on school grounds or at a school 

activity.  Students who violate the prohibitions of this policy shall 

be subject to the imposition of appropriate disciplinary action, up 

to and including expulsion, provided that at a minimum the 

following penalties shall be imposed: 

   (i) Students found in possession of a “sexting” message shall 

be subject to a one (1) day suspension from school. 

   (ii) Students who send or encourage another to send a 

“sexting” message shall be subject to a five (5) day 

suspension from school. 
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  (4) Reporting to Law Enforcement:  Violations of this policy 

regarding the prohibited use of electronic devices that may 

constitute a violation of federal or state laws and regulations, 

including, but not limited to, the Nebraska Child Protection Act or 

the Nebraska Child Pornography Prevention Act shall be reported 

to appropriate legal authorities and law enforcement. 

 

e.    Responsibility for Electronic Devices.  Students or their parents/guardians 

are expected to claim a confiscated electronic device within ten (10) days of 

the date it was relinquished.  The school shall not be responsible, financially 

or otherwise, for any unclaimed electronic devices. By bringing such 

devices to school, students and parents authorize the school to dispose of 

unclaimed devices at the end of each semester. The District is not 

responsible for the security and safekeeping of students’ electronic devices 

and is not financially responsible for any damage, destruction, or loss of 

electronic devices.   

 

E. Inappropriate Public Displays of Affection (IPDA):  Students are not to engage in 

inappropriate public displays of affection on school property or at school activities.  Such 

conduct includes kissing, touching, fondling or other displays of affection that would be 

reasonably considered to be embarrassing or a distraction to others. Students will face the 

following consequences for IPDA:   

1. 1st Offense: Student will be confronted and directed to cease.  

2. 2nd Offense: Student will be confronted, directed to cease, and parents will be 

notified.  

3. 3rd Offense: Student will be suspended from school for a minimum of 1 day, and 

parents and student will need to meet with Administrator(s) and/or counselor.  

 If this type of behavior continues, or if the IPDA is lewd or constitutes sexual conduct, 

the student could face long-term suspension or expulsion. 

 

F. Specific Rule Items: The following conduct may result in disciplinary action which, in 

the repeated violations, may result in discipline up to expulsion: 

1. Students are not given locker passes, restroom passes or telephone passes to leave 

a classroom or study hall unless special circumstances arise.  

2. Students in the hallway during class time must have a pass with them.  

3. Gum, candy, seeds, etc. are not allowed in the school building or classrooms. The 

pop machine is closed until after school and pop is to be drunk outside.  

4. Students are expected to bring all books and necessary materials to class. This 

includes study halls.  

5. Assignments for all classes are due as assigned by the teacher. 

6. Students are not to operate the mini-blinds or the windows.  

7. Classes are ended by the teacher.  Students are not to begin to pack up or leave the 

class until the dismissal bell has rung or the teacher has dismissed the class.  

8. Students are to be in their seats and ready for class on the tardy bell.  
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9. Special classes such as Industrial Technology, Art, P.E., and computer courses 

will have other safety or clean-up rules that will be explained to students by that 

teacher which must be followed.  

10. Students are not to bring “nuisance items” to school. A nuisance item is 

something that is not required for educational purposes and which would cause a 

distraction to the student or others.  

11. Students are to stand back from the entry steps and doors in the mornings before 

school and at noon before the bell so that others may pass in and out of the entry 

doors.  

12. Snow handling is prohibited.   

 

G. Law Violations 

 

1. Any act of a student which is a basis for expulsion and which the principal or 

designee knows or suspects is a violation of the Nebraska Criminal Code will be 

reported to law enforcement as soon as possible. Conduct to be reported for law 

enforcement referral includes conduct that may constitute a felony, conduct which 

may constitute a threat to the safety or well-being of students or others in school 

programs and activities, and conduct that the legal system is better equipped to 

address than school officials. Conduct that does not need to be reported for law 

enforcement referral includes typical adolescent behavior that can be addressed by 

school administrators without the involvement of law enforcement. In making the 

decision of whether to report, consideration should be given to the student’s 

maturity, mental capacity, and behavioral disorders, where applicable.  When 

appropriate, it shall be the responsibility of the referring administrator to contact 

the student’s parent of the fact that the referral to legal authorities has been or will 

be made. 

 The foregoing reporting standards shall be reviewed annually by the school board 

on or before August 1 of each year, be annually reviewed in collaboration with 

the County Attorney each year, be distributed to each student and his or her parent 

or guardian at the beginning of each school year, or at the time of enrollment if 

during the school year, and shall be posted in conspicuous places in each school 

during the school year. 

2. When a principal or other school official releases a minor student to a peace 

officer (e.g., police officer, sheriff, and all other persons with similar authority to 

make arrests) for the purpose of removing the minor from the school premises, the 

principal or other school official shall take immediate steps to notify the parent, 

guardian, or responsible relative of the minor regarding the release of the minor to 

the officer and regarding the place to which the minor is reportedly being taken, 

except when a minor has been taken into custody as a victim of suspected child 

abuse, in which case the principal or other school official shall provide the peace 

officer with the address and telephone number of the minor's parents or guardian. 

  

Legal Reference: Neb. Rev. Stat. sections 79-254 to 79-296  

 

Date of Adoption: [Insert Date] 
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Students 

 

Extracurricular Activity 

 

Section 1 Extracurricular Activity Philosophy 

 

Extracurricular activity programs enrich the curriculum of the school by making available a wide 

variety of activities in which a student can participate. Extracurricular activity programs are 

considered an integral part of the school’s program of education that provide experiences that 

will help students physically, mentally and emotionally.  

 

The element of competition and winning, though it exists, is controlled to the point it does not 

determine the nature or success of the program. This is considered to be educationally and 

psychologically sound because of the training it offers for living in a competitive society. 

Students are stimulated to want to win and excel, but the principles of good sportsmanship 

prevail at all times to enhance the educational values of contests.  Participation in activities, both 

as a competitor and as a student spectator, is an integral part of the students’ educational 

experiences. Such participation is a privilege that carries with it responsibilities to the school, 

team, student body, community and the students themselves. In their play and their conduct, 

students are representing all of these groups. Such experiences contribute to the knowledge, skill 

and emotional patterns that they possess, thereby making them better individuals and citizens.  

 

Safety 

The District’s philosophy is to maintain an activities program which recognizes the importance 

of the safety of the participants.  To ensure safety, participants are required to become fully 

familiar with the dangers and safety measures established for the activity in which they 

participate, to adhere to all safety instructions for the activity in which they participate, to inform 

their coach or sponsor when they are injured or have health problems that require their activities 

be restricted, and to exercise common-sense.   

 

Warning for Participants and Parents  

The purpose of this warning is to bring your attention to the existence of potential dangers 

associated with athletic injuries. Participation in any intramural or athletic activity may involve 

injury of some type. The severity of such injury can range from minor cuts, bruises, sprains and 

muscle strains to more serious injuries to the body’s bones, joints, ligaments, tendons, or 

muscles, to catastrophic injuries to the head, neck and spinal cord. On rare occasions, injuries 

can be so severe as to result in total disability, paralysis or death. Even with appropriate 

coaching, appropriate safety instruction, appropriate protective equipment and strict observance 

of the rules, injuries are still a possibility.   
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Section 2 Extracurricular Activity Code of Conduct   

 

Purpose of the Code of Conduct. Participation in extracurricular activities is a privilege. The 

privilege carries with it responsibilities to the school, team, student body, and the community. 

Participants are not only representing themselves, but also their school and community in all of 

their actions.  Others judge our school on the student participants’ conduct and attitudes, and 

how they contribute to our school spirit and community image.   

 

The student participants’ performance and devotion to high ideals and values make their school 

and community proud. Consequently, participation is dependent upon adherence to this Code of 

Conduct and the school district’s policies, procedures and rules. 

 

Scope of the Code of Conduct.   

 

Activities Subject to the Code of Conduct:  The Code of Conduct applies to all 

extracurricular activities. Extracurricular activities means student activities or 

organizations which are supervised or administered by the school district which do not 

count toward graduation or grade advancement and in which participation is not 

otherwise required by the school. 

 

Extracurricular activities include but are not limited to: all sports, cheerleading, dance 

team, Pep Club, Pep Band, vocal, band, speech and drama, One-Act, FBLA, FCCLA, 

Spanish Club, Art Club, Student Council, Student Advisory Board, National Honor 

Society, and other school sponsored organizations and activities. The Code of Conduct 

also applies to participation in school sponsored activities such as school dances and 

royalty for such activities.   

 

A participant means a student who participates in, has participated in, or will participate 

in an extracurricular activity.   

 

When: The Code of Conduct rules apply to conduct which occurs at any time during the 

school year, and also includes the time frame which begins with the official starting day 

of the fall sport season established by the NSAA and extends to the last day of the spring 

sport season established by the NSAA, whether or not the student is a participant in an 

activity at the time of such conduct.   

 

The rules also apply when a student is participating or scheduled to participate in an 

extracurricular activity that is held outside the school year or the NSAA season. For 

example, if an FBLA or FCCLA student plans to participate in a conference in July and 

commits a Code of Conduct infraction in June, the student may be suspended from 

participating in the conference.  Conduct during the summer months may also affect a 

student’s participation under the team selection and playing time guidelines. 

 

Where: The Code of Conduct rules apply regardless of whether the conduct occurs on or 

off school grounds.  If the conduct occurs on school grounds, at a school function or 

event, or in a school vehicle, the student may also be subject to further discipline under 
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the general student code of conduct.  A student who is suspended or expelled from school 

shall not be permitted to participate in activities during the period of the suspension or 

expulsion, and may also receive an extended activity suspension.   

 

Grounds for Extracurricular Activity Discipline. Students who participate in extracurricular 

activities are expected to demonstrate cooperation, patience, pride, character, self respect, self-

discipline, teamwork, sportsmanship, and respect for authority.  The following conduct rules 

have been determined by the Board of Education to be reasonably necessary to aid students, 

further school purposes, and prevent interference with the educational process. Such conduct 

constitutes grounds for suspension from participation in extracurricular activities and grounds for 

other restrictions or disciplinary measures related to extracurricular activity participation: 

 

 

1. Willfully disobeying any reasonable written or oral request of a school staff 

member, or the voicing of disrespect to those in authority. 

2. Use of violence, force, coercion, threat, intimidation, bullying, harassment or 

similar conduct in a manner that constitutes a substantial interference with school 

or extracurricular activity purposes or making any communication that a 

reasonable person would interpret as a serious expression of an intent to harm or 

cause injury to another. 

3. Willfully causing or attempting to cause substantial damage to property, stealing 

or attempting to steal property, repeated damage or theft involving property or 

setting or attempting to set a fire of any magnitude. 

4. Causing or attempting to cause personal injury to any person, including a school 

employee, school volunteer, or student. Personal injury caused by accident, self-

defense, or other action undertaken on the reasonable belief that it was necessary 

to protect another person shall not constitute a violation. 

5. Threatening or intimidating any student for the purpose of, or with the intent of, 

obtaining money or anything of value from a student or making a threat which 

causes or may be expected to cause a disruption to school operations. 

6. Knowingly possessing, handling, or transmitting any object or material that is 

ordinarily or generally considered a weapon or that has the appearance of a 

weapon, or bringing or possessing any explosive device, including fireworks, on 

school grounds or at a school function or event, or in an manner that is unlawful 

or contrary to school activity rules. 

7. Engaging in selling, using, possessing or dispensing of alcohol, tobacco, 

narcotics, drugs, controlled substance, or an inhalant; being under the influence of 

any of the above; possession of drug paraphernalia, or the selling, using, 

possessing, or dispensing of an imitation controlled substance as defined in 

section 28-401 of the Nebraska statutes, or material represented to be alcohol, 

narcotics, drugs, a controlled substance or inhalant.  Tobacco means any tobacco 

product (including but not limited to cigarettes, cigars, and chewing tobacco), 

vapor products (such as e-cigarettes), electronic nicotine delivery systems, 

alternative nicotine products, tobacco product look-alikes, and products intended 

to replicate tobacco products either by appearance or effect.  Use of a controlled 

substance in the manner prescribed for the student by the student’s physician is 
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not a violation. The term “under the influence” has a less strict meaning than it 

does under criminal law; for school purposes, the term means any level of 

impairment and includes even the odor of alcohol or illegal substances on the 

breath or person of a student; also, it includes being impaired by reason of the 

abuse of any material used as a stimulant. 

8. Public indecency. 

9. Sexual assault or attempting to sexually assault any person.  Engaging in sexual 

conduct, even if consensual, on school grounds or at a school function or event.  

10. Engaging in any activity forbidden by law which constitutes a danger to other 

students, interferes with school purposes or an extracurricular activity, or reflects 

a lack of high ideals. 

11. Repeated violation of any of the school rules. 

12. Truancy or failure to attend assigned classes or assigned activities; or tardiness to 

school, assigned classes or assigned activities. 

13. The use of language, written or oral, or conduct, including gestures, which is 

profane or abusive to a school employee, school volunteer, or student.  Profane or 

abusive language or conduct includes, but is not limited to, that which is 

commonly understood and intended to be derogatory toward a group or individual 

based upon race, gender, national origin, or religion. 

14. Dressing or grooming in a manner which is dangerous to the student’s health and 

safety or a danger to the health and safety of others or repeated violations of dress 

and grooming standards; dressing, grooming, or engaging in speech that is lewd 

or indecent, vulgar or plainly offensive; dressing, grooming, or engaging in 

speech that school officials reasonably conclude will materially and substantially 

disrupt the work and discipline of the school or of an extracurricular activity;  

dressing, grooming, or engaging in speech that a reasonable observer would 

interpret as advocating illegal drug use. 

15. Willfully violating the behavioral expectations for those students riding [Name] 

Public Schools buses or vehicles used for activity purposes. 

16. Failure to report for the activity at the beginning of the season. Reporting for one 

activity may count as reporting on time if there is a change in activity within the 

season approved by the coach or the supervisor. 

17. Failure to participate in regularly scheduled classes on the day of an 

extracurricular activity or event. 

18. Failure to attend scheduled practices and meetings.  If circumstances arise to 

prevent the participant’s attendance, the validity of the reason will be determined 

by the coach or sponsor.  Every reasonable effort should be made to notify the 

coach or sponsor prior to any missed practice or meeting. 

19. All other reasonable rules or regulations adopted by the coach or sponsor of an 

extracurricular activity shall be followed, provided that participants shall be 

advised by the coach or sponsor of such rules and regulations in writing.  

20. Failure to comply with any rule established by the Nebraska School Activities 

Association, including, but not limited to, the rules relating to eligibility. 

 

All terms used in the Code of Conduct have a less strict meaning than under criminal law and are 

subject to reasonable interpretation by school officials.  
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Drug and Alcohol Violations. 

 

 Meaning of Terms.  

Use or consume includes any level of consumption or use.  Use of a controlled substance 

in the manner prescribed for the student by the student’s physician is not a violation.  

 

Under the influence means any level of impairment and includes even the odor of alcohol 

on the breath or person of a student, or the odor of an illicit drug on the student.  Also, it 

includes being impaired by reason of the abuse of any material used as a stimulant.  

 

Possession includes having control of the substance and also includes being in the same 

area where the substance is present and no responsible adult present and responsible for 

the substance.  Possession includes situations where, for example:  

 

(1)  Alcohol is in a vehicle in which the student is present. The student is considered to be 

in possession if the student is aware that the alcohol is in the vehicle, even though the 

student has not touched or consumed the alcohol; and  

 

(2) Alcohol is present at a party attended by the student. The student is considered to be 

in possession if the student is aware that alcohol is at the party and fails to 

immediately leave the party, even though the student has not touched or consumed 

the alcohol.  

 

In these situations, a violation would not exist if the alcohol is in the control of a 

parent or guardian or other responsible adult (age 21 or older) such that students are 

not allowed to access the alcohol. A violation would also not exist if the student did 

not know or have a reasonable basis to know that alcohol would be present, and the 

student leaves the location where the alcohol is present as soon the student could 

safely do so. (Students are expected to leave immediately, but are not to do so in a 

manner that would endanger them. For example, you are not to leave in a car being 

driven by a person who has been drinking just to get away from the alcohol party 

immediately when there is no other way to get home. Instead, you should call for a 

safe ride home and, while waiting, clearly distance yourself from the alcohol). 

 

Consequences. 

Students may be suspended from practices or participation in interscholastic competition or 

participation in co-curricular activities for violations of the Code of Conduct.  The period of 

suspension or other discipline for such offenses shall be determined by the school administration.  

 

The disciplinary consequence will be determined based on consideration of the seriousness of the 

offense, any prior violations, the student’s compliance with the self-reporting obligations, the 

student’s level of cooperation and willingness to resolve the matter, and the student’s 

demonstration of a commitment to not commit future violations.  
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Because of the significance of drug and alcohol violations on the student participants, other 

students and the school, the following consequences are established for such violations: 

 

 Drugs and Alcohol. 

An activity participant who violates the drug or alcohol rules (other than steroids) shall be 

prohibited from participating in any extracurricular activity for the following minimum 

periods:  

1. First Violation: 45 days.  

2. Second or Any Subsequent Offense: One calendar year.  

3. Reduction for Self-Reporting:  If the student has self-reported, the first violation 

shall be reduced to 21 days for the first violation. A commensurate reduction 

(approximately one-half, as determined by the administration) for a second or 

subsequent violation shall be given for self-reporting.  

4. Reduction for Participation in Chemical Dependency Program:  If the student and 

parents agree to participate in a school-approved program for chemical 

dependency, the consequence will be reduced to only the next activity in which 

the student was to participate (including at least one contest) in the case of a first 

violation, and to a commensurate reduction (approximately 80%, as determined 

by the administration, for a second or subsequent violation).   

The program must be administered by a certified alcohol and drug abuse 

counselor and be approved by the school authorities.  The student will need to 

successfully complete the approved chemical dependency program.  Proof of 

successful completion of program must be submitted in writing to the Activities 

Director.  Failure to participate and successfully complete the approved chemical 

dependency program may cause the participating student to be suspended from 

extracurricular activities for one calendar year. All costs associated with the 

program are to be borne by the student/parent or guardian. 

5. More Serious Violations: In the event of more serious drug or alcohol violations, 

such as students engaging in use of especially serious drug offenses (cocaine, 

meth, etc.) or procuring alcohol for minors, the consequence of the violation is not 

limited by the foregoing, and may be established in the good discretion of the 

administration.   

 

Steroid Offenses.  A student who possesses, dispenses, delivers, or administers anabolic 

steroids shall be prohibited from participating in any extracurricular activity for the 

following minimum periods: 

 

1. First Violation: 30 consecutive days. 

2. Second or Any Subsequent Offense: One calendar year.  

 

When Suspensions Begin. All suspensions begin with the next scheduled activity in 

which the student is a participant, after the determination by school officials of the 

sanction to be imposed; provided that the school officials shall have the discretion to 

establish a time period for the suspension that makes the suspension have a real 

consequence for the student.  During a suspension, participants may be required or 

permitted to practice at the sole discretion of the coach or activity sponsor.  Suspensions 
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in the Spring will be carried over to the Fall when the suspension has not been fully 

served or when determined appropriate for the suspension to have a real consequence for 

the student. 

 

Letters and Post-Season Honors. A student who commits a Code of Conduct violation is:  

 

1. Eligible to letter, provided the student meets the criteria of the coach or sponsor. 

2. Not eligible to receive honors during the sport or activity in which they are 

participating at the time of the offense and/or in sports or activities in which they 

have been suspended due to a code violation. The coach/sponsor, with the 

Athletic Director’s approval, may make an exception where the student has self-

reported or otherwise demonstrated excellence in character allowing for such 

honors.   

 

Self-Reporting. A student who violates the Code of Conduct must self-report. The self-report 

must be made to: the principal, athletic director, or the head coach or sponsor of an activity in 

which the student participates.  The student’s parent or guardian may initiate the self-reporting 

process, but the student will be later required to give a written statement of the self-report. The 

self-report must be made the earlier of: (1) before the end of the next school day after the 

conduct occurred and (2) before participation in an extracurricular or co-curricular activity.   

 

In making a self-report, the student must identify the events that took place, what conduct the 

student engaged in, and any witnesses to the student’s conduct, and will be required to put this 

information in a written statement.  In the event the student has received a criminal citation, 

charge, or ticket, and proclaims innocence of a violation, the student will be required to self-

report such offense and provide information as to why they should be found innocent, not as it 

relates to the criminal offense, but as it relates to the Code of Conduct.   

 

All students are expected to be honest and forthright with school officials.  In the event the coach 

or activity sponsor or any school administrator asks a student participant for information 

pertaining to compliance (or lack of compliance) by the student or other student participants with 

the Code of Conduct or eligibility conditions for participation in activities, the student is 

expected to fully, completely, and honestly provide the information. Students may be disciplined 

for a failure to be honest and forthright. 

 

Determining a Violation Has Occurred.  A violation of the Code of Conduct will be 

determined to have occurred based on any of the following criteria: 

 

1. When a student is cited by law enforcement and school officials have a reasonable 

basis for determining that grounds for the issuance of the citation exist. 

2. When a student is convicted of a criminal offense. Conviction includes, without 

limitation, a plea of no contest and an adjudication of delinquency by the juvenile 

court. 

3. When a student admits to violating one of the standards of the Code of Conduct.   



Article 5 STUDENTS Policy No. 5103 

 
 

 
 Page 8 of  10 

4. When a student is accused by another person of violating one of the standards of 

the Code of Conduct and school officials determine that such information is 

reliable. 

5. When school officials otherwise find sufficient evidence to support a 

determination that a violation has occurred.     

 

Procedures for Extracurricular Discipline. The following procedures are established for 

suspensions from participation in extracurricular activities: 

 

1. Investigation.  The school official(s) considering the suspension will conduct a 

reasonable investigation of the facts and circumstances and determine whether the 

suspension will help the student or other students, further school purposes, or 

prevent an interference with a school purpose. 

2. Meeting. Prior to commencement of the suspension, the school official 

considering the suspension or their designee will provide the student an 

opportunity to give the student’s side of the story.  The meeting for this purpose 

may be held in person or via a telephone conference. 

a. The student will be given oral or written notice of what the student is accused 

of having done, an explanation of the evidence the school has, and the 

opportunity to explain the student’s version.  Detail is not required where the 

activity participant has made a self-report or otherwise admits the conduct.  

Names of informants may be kept confidential where determined to be 

appropriate.  

b. The suspension may be imposed prior to the meeting if the meeting can not 

reasonably be held before the suspension is to begin. In that case the meeting 

will occur as soon as reasonably practicable. The student is responsible for 

cooperating in the scheduling of the meeting.   

3. Notice Letter. Within two school days (two business days if school is not in 

session), or such additional time as is reasonably necessary following the 

suspension, the Athletic Director or the Athletic Director’s designee will send a 

written statement to the student and the student’s parents or guardian. The 

statement will describe the student’s conduct violation and the discipline imposed.  

The student and parents or guardian will be informed of the opportunity to request 

a hearing. 

4. Informal Hearing Before Superintendent. The student or student’s parent/guardian 

may request an informal hearing before the Superintendent.  The Superintendent 

may designate the Athletic Director or another administrator not responsible for 

the suspension decision as the Superintendent’s designee to conduct the hearing 

and make a decision. 

a. A form to request such a hearing must be signed by the parent or guardian. A 

form will be provided with the notice letter or otherwise be made available by 

request from the Principal’s office.  

b. The request for a hearing must be received by the Superintendent’s office 

within five days of receipt of the notice letter. 

c. If a hearing is requested: 
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i. The hearing will be held within ten calendar days of receipt of the request; 

subject to extension for good cause as determined by the Superintendent 

or the Superintendent’s designee. 

ii. The Superintendent or the Superintendent’s designee will notify the 

participants of the time and place of the hearing a reasonable time in 

advance to allow preparation for the hearing. 

iii. Upon conclusion of the hearing, a written decision will be rendered within 

five school days (ten calendar days if school is not in session).  The 

written decision will be mailed or otherwise delivered to the participant, 

parents or guardian.   

iv. A record of the hearing (copies of documents provided at the hearing and 

a tape recording or other recordation of the informal hearing) will be kept 

by the school if requested sufficiently in advance of the hearing by the 

parent/guardian. 

5. No Stay of Penalty. There will be no stay of the penalty imposed pending 

completion of the due process procedures  

6. Opportunity for Informal Resolution. These due process procedures do not 

prevent the student or parent/guardian from discussing and settling the matter 

with the appropriate school officials at any stage.   

 

Section 3 Attendance  

 

Student participants are expected to meet the following attendance expectations: 

 

1. Attend school regularly.  Students who have “excessive absences” as determined 

under the school’s attendance policy are ineligible to participate in extracurricular 

activity contests or performances.  Students who have four or more unexcused 

absences in the semester of participation will be ineligible to participate in 

extracurricular activity contests or performances. 

 

 2. Be on time for all scheduled practices, contests and departure for contests.  In the 

event a participant is unable to attend a practice or contests the participant should 

contact the coach or sponsor in advance.   

 

 3. On the day of a contest, performance or other activity, be in attendance for the full 

day. A student who is not in attendance the full day is ineligible for the contest, 

performance, or activity.  

 

  Exceptions may be made for extenuating circumstances, such as doctor/dentist 

appointments or family emergencies. The exception must be approved by the 

Principal or Athletic Director.   

 

  Every attempt should be made to be in attendance the day of a contest.  Sleeping 

in to rest up for the game will not be considered an extenuating circumstance, nor 

will going home ill and then returning to play in the contest later that day.   
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Section 4 Academic Standards  

 

Participation in extracurricular school activities is encouraged and desirable for all students. At 

the same time, the primary mission and responsibility for each student is to establish a firm 

academic foundation.  A student participating in extracurricular school activities must show 

evidence of sincere effort towards scholastic achievement. To be eligible for participation in 

extracurricular activities, students must:  

 

1. Be enrolled in at least 25 credit hours in the semester of participation. 

 

2. Maintain passing grades in all courses.  A student who is not passing one or more 

classes at progress reporting times will be ineligible to participate in 

extracurricular activity contests or performances if the grade remains below 

passing one week after progress reporting time.  The student will remain 

ineligible until the student is passing all classes.  

 

3. Maintain an overall “C” average to participate in extracurricular activities, except 

school dances.  

 

4. Academic requirements do not apply to:  

(A) Instructional field trips which are a part of the scheduled course learning 

experience; or 

(B) Activities or events which are a part of the student’s grade requirements.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal Reference: Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 79-254 to 79-296  

 

 

Date of Adoption: [Insert Date] 
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Students 

 

Extracurricular Activity 

 

Section 1 Extracurricular Activity Philosophy 

 

Extracurricular activity programs enrich the curriculum of the school by making available a wide 

variety of activities in which a student can participate. Extracurricular activity programs are 

considered an integral part of the school’s program of education that provide experiences that 

will help students physically, mentally and emotionally.  

 

The element of competition and winning, though it exists, is controlled to the point it does not 

determine the nature or success of the program. This is considered to be educationally and 

psychologically sound because of the training it offers for living in a competitive society. 

Students are stimulated to want to win and excel, but the principles of good sportsmanship 

prevail at all times to enhance the educational values of contests.  Participation in activities, both 

as a competitor and as a student spectator, is an integral part of the students’ educational 

experiences. Such participation is a privilege that carries with it responsibilities to the school, 

team, student body, community and the students themselves. In their play and their conduct, 

students are representing all of these groups. Such experiences contribute to the knowledge, skill 

and emotional patterns that they possess, thereby making them better individuals and citizens.  

 

Safety 

The District’s philosophy is to maintain an activities program which recognizes the importance 

of the safety of the participants.  To ensure safety, participants are required to become fully 

familiar with the dangers and safety measures established for the activity in which they 

participate, to adhere to all safety instructions for the activity in which they participate, to inform 

their coach or sponsor when they are injured or have health problems that require their activities 

be restricted, and to exercise common-sense.   

 

Warning for Participants and Parents  

The purpose of this warning is to bring your attention to the existence of potential dangers 

associated with athletic injuries. Participation in any intramural or athletic activity may involve 

injury of some type. The severity of such injury can range from minor cuts, bruises, sprains and 

muscle strains to more serious injuries to the body’s bones, joints, ligaments, tendons, or 

muscles, to catastrophic injuries to the head, neck and spinal cord. On rare occasions, injuries 

can be so severe as to result in total disability, paralysis or death. Even with appropriate 

coaching, appropriate safety instruction, appropriate protective equipment and strict observance 

of the rules, injuries are still a possibility.   
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Section 2 Extracurricular Activity Code of Conduct   

 

Purpose of the Code of Conduct. Participation in extracurricular activities is a privilege. The 

privilege carries with it responsibilities to the school, team, student body, and the community. 

Participants are not only representing themselves, but also their school and community in all of 

their actions.  Others judge our school on the student participants’ conduct and attitudes, and 

how they contribute to our school spirit and community image.   

 

The student participants’ performance and devotion to high ideals and values make their school 

and community proud. Consequently, participation is dependent upon adherence to this Code of 

Conduct and the school district’s policies, procedures and rules. 

 

Scope of the Code of Conduct.   

 

Activities Subject to the Code of Conduct:  The Code of Conduct applies to all 

extracurricular activities. Extracurricular activities means student activities or 

organizations which are supervised or administered by the school district which do not 

count toward graduation or grade advancement and in which participation is not 

otherwise required by the school. 

 

Extracurricular activities include but are not limited to: all sports, cheerleading, dance 

team, Pep Club, Pep Band, vocal, band, speech and drama, One-Act, FBLA, FCCLA, 

Spanish Club, Art Club, Student Council, Student Advisory Board, National Honor 

Society, and other school sponsored organizations and activities. The Code of Conduct 

also applies to participation in school sponsored activities such as school dances and 

royalty for such activities.   

 

A participant means a student who participates in, has participated in, or will participate 

in an extracurricular activity.   

 

When: The Code of Conduct rules apply to conduct which occurs at any time during the 

school year, and also includes the time frame which begins with the official starting day 

of the fall sport season established by the NSAA and extends to the last day of the spring 

sport season established by the NSAA, whether or not the student is a participant in an 

activity at the time of such conduct.   

 

The rules also apply when a student is participating or scheduled to participate in an 

extracurricular activity that is held outside the school year or the NSAA season. For 

example, if an FBLA or FCCLA student plans to participate in a conference in July and 

commits a Code of Conduct infraction in June, the student may be suspended from 

participating in the conference.  Conduct during the summer months may also affect a 

student’s participation under the team selection and playing time guidelines. 

 

Where: The Code of Conduct rules apply regardless of whether the conduct occurs on or 

off school grounds.  If the conduct occurs on school grounds, at a school function or 

event, or in a school vehicle, the student may also be subject to further discipline under 
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the general student code of conduct.  A student who is suspended or expelled from school 

shall not be permitted to participate in activities during the period of the suspension or 

expulsion, and may also receive an extended activity suspension.   

 

Grounds for Extracurricular Activity Discipline. Students who participate in extracurricular 

activities are expected to demonstrate cooperation, patience, pride, character, self respect, self-

discipline, teamwork, sportsmanship, and respect for authority.  The following conduct rules 

have been determined by the Board of Education to be reasonably necessary to aid students, 

further school purposes, and prevent interference with the educational process. Such conduct 

constitutes grounds for suspension from participation in extracurricular activities and grounds for 

other restrictions or disciplinary measures related to extracurricular activity participation: 

 

 

1. Willfully disobeying any reasonable written or oral request of a school staff 

member, or the voicing of disrespect to those in authority. 

2. Use of violence, force, coercion, threat, intimidation, bullying, harassment or 

similar conduct in a manner that constitutes a substantial interference with school 

or extracurricular activity purposes or making any communication that a 

reasonable person would interpret as a serious expression of an intent to harm or 

cause injury to another. 

3. Willfully causing or attempting to cause substantial damage to property, stealing 

or attempting to steal property, repeated damage or theft involving property or 

setting or attempting to set a fire of any magnitude. 

4. Causing or attempting to cause personal injury to any person, including a school 

employee, school volunteer, or student. Personal injury caused by accident, self-

defense, or other action undertaken on the reasonable belief that it was necessary 

to protect another person shall not constitute a violation. 

5. Threatening or intimidating any student for the purpose of, or with the intent of, 

obtaining money or anything of value from a student or making a threat which 

causes or may be expected to cause a disruption to school operations. 

6. Knowingly possessing, handling, or transmitting any object or material that is 

ordinarily or generally considered a weapon or that has the appearance of a 

weapon, or bringing or possessing any explosive device, including fireworks, on 

school grounds or at a school function or event, or in an manner that is unlawful 

or contrary to school activity rules. 

7. Engaging in selling, using, possessing or dispensing of alcohol, tobacco, 

narcotics, drugs, controlled substance, or an inhalant; being under the influence of 

any of the above; possession of drug paraphernalia, or the selling, using, 

possessing, or dispensing of an imitation controlled substance as defined in 

section 28-401 of the Nebraska statutes, or material represented to be alcohol, 

narcotics, drugs, a controlled substance or inhalant.  Tobacco means any tobacco 

product (including but not limited to cigarettes, cigars, and chewing tobacco), 

vapor products (such as e-cigarettes), electronic nicotine delivery systems, 

alternative nicotine products, tobacco product look-alikes, and products intended 

to replicate tobacco products either by appearance or effect.  Use of a controlled 

substance in the manner prescribed for the student by the student’s physician is 
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not a violation. The term “under the influence” has a less strict meaning than it 

does under criminal law; for school purposes, the term means any level of 

impairment and includes even the odor of alcohol or illegal substances on the 

breath or person of a student; also, it includes being impaired by reason of the 

abuse of any material used as a stimulant. 

8. Public indecency. 

9. Sexual assault or attempting to sexually assault any person.  Engaging in sexual 

conduct, even if consensual, on school grounds or at a school function or event.  

10. Engaging in any activity forbidden by law which constitutes a danger to other 

students, interferes with school purposes or an extracurricular activity, or reflects 

a lack of high ideals. 

11. Repeated violation of any of the school rules. 

12. Truancy or failure to attend assigned classes or assigned activities; or tardiness to 

school, assigned classes or assigned activities. 

13. The use of language, written or oral, or conduct, including gestures, which is 

profane or abusive to a school employee, school volunteer, or student.  Profane or 

abusive language or conduct includes, but is not limited to, that which is 

commonly understood and intended to be derogatory toward a group or individual 

based upon race, gender, national origin, or religion. 

14. Dressing or grooming in a manner which is dangerous to the student’s health and 

safety or a danger to the health and safety of others or repeated violations of dress 

and grooming standards; dressing, grooming, or engaging in speech that is lewd 

or indecent, vulgar or plainly offensive; dressing, grooming, or engaging in 

speech that school officials reasonably conclude will materially and substantially 

disrupt the work and discipline of the school or of an extracurricular activity;  

dressing, grooming, or engaging in speech that a reasonable observer would 

interpret as advocating illegal drug use. 

15. Willfully violating the behavioral expectations for those students riding [Name] 

Public Schools buses or vehicles used for activity purposes. 

16. Failure to report for the activity at the beginning of the season. Reporting for one 

activity may count as reporting on time if there is a change in activity within the 

season approved by the coach or the supervisor. 

17. Failure to participate in regularly scheduled classes on the day of an 

extracurricular activity or event. 

18. Failure to attend scheduled practices and meetings.  If circumstances arise to 

prevent the participant’s attendance, the validity of the reason will be determined 

by the coach or sponsor.  Every reasonable effort should be made to notify the 

coach or sponsor prior to any missed practice or meeting. 

19. All other reasonable rules or regulations adopted by the coach or sponsor of an 

extracurricular activity shall be followed, provided that participants shall be 

advised by the coach or sponsor of such rules and regulations in writing.  

20. Failure to comply with any rule established by the Nebraska School Activities 

Association, including, but not limited to, the rules relating to eligibility. 

 

All terms used in the Code of Conduct have a less strict meaning than under criminal law and are 

subject to reasonable interpretation by school officials.  
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Drug and Alcohol Violations. 

 

 Meaning of Terms.  

Use or consume includes any level of consumption or use.  Use of a controlled substance 

in the manner prescribed for the student by the student’s physician is not a violation.  

 

Under the influence means any level of impairment and includes even the odor of alcohol 

on the breath or person of a student, or the odor of an illicit drug on the student.  Also, it 

includes being impaired by reason of the abuse of any material used as a stimulant.  

 

Possession includes having control of the substance and also includes being in the same 

area where the substance is present and no responsible adult present and responsible for 

the substance.  Possession includes situations where, for example:  

 

(1)  Alcohol is in a vehicle in which the student is present. The student is considered to be 

in possession if the student is aware that the alcohol is in the vehicle, even though the 

student has not touched or consumed the alcohol; and  

 

(2) Alcohol is present at a party attended by the student. The student is considered to be 

in possession if the student is aware that alcohol is at the party and fails to 

immediately leave the party, even though the student has not touched or consumed 

the alcohol.  

 

In these situations, a violation would not exist if the alcohol is in the control of a 

parent or guardian or other responsible adult (age 21 or older) such that students are 

not allowed to access the alcohol. A violation would also not exist if the student did 

not know or have a reasonable basis to know that alcohol would be present, and the 

student leaves the location where the alcohol is present as soon the student could 

safely do so. (Students are expected to leave immediately, but are not to do so in a 

manner that would endanger them. For example, you are not to leave in a car being 

driven by a person who has been drinking just to get away from the alcohol party 

immediately when there is no other way to get home. Instead, you should call for a 

safe ride home and, while waiting, clearly distance yourself from the alcohol). 

 

Consequences. 

Students may be suspended from practices or participation in interscholastic competition or 

participation in co-curricular activities for violations of the Code of Conduct.  The period of 

suspension or other discipline for such offenses shall be determined by the school administration.  

 

The disciplinary consequence will be determined based on consideration of the seriousness of the 

offense, any prior violations, the student’s compliance with the self-reporting obligations, the 

student’s level of cooperation and willingness to resolve the matter, and the student’s 

demonstration of a commitment to not commit future violations.  
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Because of the significance of drug and alcohol violations on the student participants, other 

students and the school, the following consequences are established for such violations: 

 

 Drugs and Alcohol. 

An activity participant who violates the drug or alcohol rules (other than steroids) shall be 

prohibited from participating in any extracurricular activity for the following minimum 

periods:  

1. First Violation: 45 days.  

2. Second or Any Subsequent Offense: One calendar year.  

3. Reduction for Self-Reporting:  If the student has self-reported, the first violation 

shall be reduced to 21 days for the first violation. A commensurate reduction 

(approximately one-half, as determined by the administration) for a second or 

subsequent violation shall be given for self-reporting.  

4. Reduction for Participation in Chemical Dependency Program:  If the student and 

parents agree to participate in a school-approved program for chemical 

dependency, the consequence will be reduced to only the next activity in which 

the student was to participate (including at least one contest) in the case of a first 

violation, and to a commensurate reduction (approximately 80%, as determined 

by the administration, for a second or subsequent violation).   

The program must be administered by a certified alcohol and drug abuse 

counselor and be approved by the school authorities.  The student will need to 

successfully complete the approved chemical dependency program.  Proof of 

successful completion of program must be submitted in writing to the Activities 

Director.  Failure to participate and successfully complete the approved chemical 

dependency program may cause the participating student to be suspended from 

extracurricular activities for one calendar year. All costs associated with the 

program are to be borne by the student/parent or guardian. 

5. More Serious Violations: In the event of more serious drug or alcohol violations, 

such as students engaging in use of especially serious drug offenses (cocaine, 

meth, etc.) or procuring alcohol for minors, the consequence of the violation is not 

limited by the foregoing, and may be established in the good discretion of the 

administration.   

 

Steroid Offenses.  A student who possesses, dispenses, delivers, or administers anabolic 

steroids shall be prohibited from participating in any extracurricular activity for the 

following minimum periods: 

 

1. First Violation: 30 consecutive days. 

2. Second or Any Subsequent Offense: One calendar year.  

 

When Suspensions Begin. All suspensions begin with the next scheduled activity in 

which the student is a participant, after the determination by school officials of the 

sanction to be imposed; provided that the school officials shall have the discretion to 

establish a time period for the suspension that makes the suspension have a real 

consequence for the student.  During a suspension, participants may be required or 

permitted to practice at the sole discretion of the coach or activity sponsor.  Suspensions 
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in the Spring will be carried over to the Fall when the suspension has not been fully 

served or when determined appropriate for the suspension to have a real consequence for 

the student. 

 

Letters and Post-Season Honors. A student who commits a Code of Conduct violation is:  

 

1. Eligible to letter, provided the student meets the criteria of the coach or sponsor. 

2. Not eligible to receive honors during the sport or activity in which they are 

participating at the time of the offense and/or in sports or activities in which they 

have been suspended due to a code violation. The coach/sponsor, with the 

Athletic Director’s approval, may make an exception where the student has self-

reported or otherwise demonstrated excellence in character allowing for such 

honors.   

 

Self-Reporting. A student who violates the Code of Conduct must self-report. The self-report 

must be made to: the principal, athletic director, or the head coach or sponsor of an activity in 

which the student participates.  The student’s parent or guardian may initiate the self-reporting 

process, but the student will be later required to give a written statement of the self-report. The 

self-report must be made the earlier of: (1) before the end of the next school day after the 

conduct occurred and (2) before participation in an extracurricular or co-curricular activity.   

 

In making a self-report, the student must identify the events that took place, what conduct the 

student engaged in, and any witnesses to the student’s conduct, and will be required to put this 

information in a written statement.  In the event the student has received a criminal citation, 

charge, or ticket, and proclaims innocence of a violation, the student will be required to self-

report such offense and provide information as to why they should be found innocent, not as it 

relates to the criminal offense, but as it relates to the Code of Conduct.   

 

All students are expected to be honest and forthright with school officials.  In the event the coach 

or activity sponsor or any school administrator asks a student participant for information 

pertaining to compliance (or lack of compliance) by the student or other student participants with 

the Code of Conduct or eligibility conditions for participation in activities, the student is 

expected to fully, completely, and honestly provide the information. Students may be disciplined 

for a failure to be honest and forthright. 

 

Determining a Violation Has Occurred.  A violation of the Code of Conduct will be 

determined to have occurred based on any of the following criteria: 

 

1. When a student is cited by law enforcement and school officials have a reasonable 

basis for determining that grounds for the issuance of the citation exist. 

2. When a student is convicted of a criminal offense. Conviction includes, without 

limitation, a plea of no contest and an adjudication of delinquency by the juvenile 

court. 

3. When a student admits to violating one of the standards of the Code of Conduct.   
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4. When a student is accused by another person of violating one of the standards of 

the Code of Conduct and school officials determine that such information is 

reliable. 

5. When school officials otherwise find sufficient evidence to support a 

determination that a violation has occurred.     

 

Procedures for Extracurricular Discipline. The following procedures are established for 

suspensions from participation in extracurricular activities: 

 

1. Investigation.  The school official(s) considering the suspension will conduct a 

reasonable investigation of the facts and circumstances and determine whether the 

suspension will help the student or other students, further school purposes, or 

prevent an interference with a school purpose. 

2. Meeting. Prior to commencement of the suspension, the school official 

considering the suspension or their designee will provide the student an 

opportunity to give the student’s side of the story.  The meeting for this purpose 

may be held in person or via a telephone conference. 

a. The student will be given oral or written notice of what the student is accused 

of having done, an explanation of the evidence the school has, and the 

opportunity to explain the student’s version.  Detail is not required where the 

activity participant has made a self-report or otherwise admits the conduct.  

Names of informants may be kept confidential where determined to be 

appropriate.  

b. The suspension may be imposed prior to the meeting if the meeting can not 

reasonably be held before the suspension is to begin. In that case the meeting 

will occur as soon as reasonably practicable. The student is responsible for 

cooperating in the scheduling of the meeting.   

3. Notice Letter. Within two school days (two business days if school is not in 

session), or such additional time as is reasonably necessary following the 

suspension, the Athletic Director or the Athletic Director’s designee will send a 

written statement to the student and the student’s parents or guardian. The 

statement will describe the student’s conduct violation and the discipline imposed.  

The student and parents or guardian will be informed of the opportunity to request 

a hearing. 

4. Informal Hearing Before Superintendent. The student or student’s parent/guardian 

may request an informal hearing before the Superintendent.  The Superintendent 

may designate the Athletic Director or another administrator not responsible for 

the suspension decision as the Superintendent’s designee to conduct the hearing 

and make a decision. 

a. A form to request such a hearing must be signed by the parent or guardian. A 

form will be provided with the notice letter or otherwise be made available by 

request from the Principal’s office.  

b. The request for a hearing must be received by the Superintendent’s office 

within five days of receipt of the notice letter. 

c. If a hearing is requested: 
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i. The hearing will be held within ten calendar days of receipt of the request; 

subject to extension for good cause as determined by the Superintendent 

or the Superintendent’s designee. 

ii. The Superintendent or the Superintendent’s designee will notify the 

participants of the time and place of the hearing a reasonable time in 

advance to allow preparation for the hearing. 

iii. Upon conclusion of the hearing, a written decision will be rendered within 

five school days (ten calendar days if school is not in session).  The 

written decision will be mailed or otherwise delivered to the participant, 

parents or guardian.   

iv. A record of the hearing (copies of documents provided at the hearing and 

a tape recording or other recordation of the informal hearing) will be kept 

by the school if requested sufficiently in advance of the hearing by the 

parent/guardian. 

5. No Stay of Penalty. There will be no stay of the penalty imposed pending 

completion of the due process procedures  

6. Opportunity for Informal Resolution. These due process procedures do not 

prevent the student or parent/guardian from discussing and settling the matter 

with the appropriate school officials at any stage.   

 

Section 3 Attendance  

 

Student participants are expected to meet the following attendance expectations: 

 

1. Attend school regularly.  Students who have “excessive absences” as determined 

under the school’s attendance policy are ineligible to participate in extracurricular 

activity contests or performances.  Students who have four or more unexcused 

absences in the semester of participation will be ineligible to participate in 

extracurricular activity contests or performances. 

 

 2. Be on time for all scheduled practices, contests and departure for contests.  In the 

event a participant is unable to attend a practice or contests the participant should 

contact the coach or sponsor in advance.   

 

 3. On the day of a contest, performance or other activity, be in attendance for the full 

day. A student who is not in attendance the full day is ineligible for the contest, 

performance, or activity.  

 

  Exceptions may be made for extenuating circumstances, such as doctor/dentist 

appointments or family emergencies. The exception must be approved by the 

Principal or Athletic Director.   

 

  Every attempt should be made to be in attendance the day of a contest.  Sleeping 

in to rest up for the game will not be considered an extenuating circumstance, nor 

will going home ill and then returning to play in the contest later that day.   
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Section 4 Academic Standards  

 

Participation in extracurricular school activities is encouraged and desirable for all students. At 

the same time, the primary mission and responsibility for each student is to establish a firm 

academic foundation.  A student participating in extracurricular school activities must show 

evidence of sincere effort towards scholastic achievement. To be eligible for participation in 

extracurricular activities, students must:  

 

1. Be enrolled in at least 25 credit hours in the semester of participation. 

 

2. Maintain passing grades in all courses.  A student who is not passing one or more 

classes at progress reporting times will be ineligible to participate in 

extracurricular activity contests or performances if the grade remains below 

passing one week after progress reporting time.  The student will remain 

ineligible until the student is passing all classes.  

 

3. Maintain an overall “C” average to participate in extracurricular activities, except 

school dances.  

 

4. Academic requirements do not apply to:  

(A) Instructional field trips which are a part of the scheduled course learning 

experience; or 

(B) Activities or events which are a part of the student’s grade requirements.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal Reference: Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 79-254 to 79-296  

 

 

Date of Adoption: [Insert Date] 
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Students 

 

Drug and Substance Use and Prevention 

 

Drug-Free Schools  

The District shall implement regulations and practices which will ensure compliance with the Drug-

Free Schools and Communities Act and all regulations and rules promulgated pursuant thereto. The 

District’s safe and drug-free schools program is established in accordance with principles of 

effectiveness as required by law to respond to such harmful effects. 

 

Education and Prevention 

The District promotes comprehensive, age appropriate, developmentally based drug and alcohol 

education and prevention programs, which will include in the curriculum the teaching of both proper 

and incorrect use of drugs and alcohol for all students in all grades of this School District.  Further, 

the District will have proper in-service orientation and training for all employed staff.   

 

Standards of Conduct; Notice to Students and Parents 

Students are to be provided a copy of the standards of conduct for student behavior in the District 

which prohibit the unlawful possession, use, or distribution of illicit drugs and alcohol on school 

premises or as a part of any of the school's activities.  It shall be the further policy of the District to 

keep a file showing receipt of standards of conduct and a statement of disciplinary sanctions that may 

be taken for violations of such standards of conduct.  The receipt shall be signed by both student and 

parent or guardian and returned to the respective Principal.  It shall contain in prominent letters the 

following language: 

  

"RECEIPT SHALL SERVE TO DEMONSTRATE THAT YOU AS PARENT OR 

GUARDIAN OF A STUDENT ATTENDING [NAME] PUBLIC SCHOOLS HAVE 

RECEIVED NOTICE OF THE STANDARDS OF CONDUCT OF THIS DISTRICT 

EXPECTED OF STUDENTS CONCERNING THE ABSOLUTE PROHIBITION 

AGAINST THE UNLAWFUL POSSESSION, USE, OR DISTRIBUTION OF 

ILLICIT DRUGS AND ALCOHOL ON SCHOOL PREMISES OR AS A PART OF 

ANY OF THE SCHOOL'S ACTIVITIES AS DESCRIBED IN BOARD POLICY 

OR ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION.  THIS NOTICE IS BEING PROVIDED 

TO YOU PURSUANT TO P.L. 101-226 AND 34 C.F.R. PART 86, BOTH 

FEDERAL LEGAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DISTRICT TO OBTAIN ANY 

FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.  YOUR SIGNATURE ON THIS RECEIPT 

ACKNOWLEDGES THAT YOU AND YOUR CHILD OR CHILDREN WHO ARE 

STUDENTS ATTENDING THIS DISTRICT FULLY UNDERSTAND THE 

DISTRICT'S POSITION ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITING THE UNLAWFUL 

POSSESSION, USE, OR DISTRIBUTION OF ILLICIT DRUGS AND ALCOHOL 

ON SCHOOL PREMISES OR AS A PART OF THE SCHOOL'S ACTIVITIES AS 

HEREIN ABOVE DESCRIBED AND THAT COMPLIANCE WITH THESE 

STANDARDS IS MANDATORY.  ANY NON-COMPLIANCE WITH THESE 

STANDARDS CAN AND WILL RESULT IN PUNITIVE MEASURES BEING 
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TAKEN AGAINST ANY STUDENT FAILING TO COMPLY WITH THESE 

STANDARDS." 

 

Drug and Alcohol Education and Prevention Program of the District Pursuant to the Safe and 

Drug-Free Schools and Communities Laws and Regulations 

Students are to be provided an age appropriate, developmentally based drug and alcohol education 

and prevention program.  The program educates on the adverse effects of the use of illicit drugs and 

alcohol, with the primary objective being the prevention of illicit drug and alcohol use by students.   

 

Drug and Alcohol Counseling, Rehabilitation and Re-entry Programs 

Students are to be provided information concerning available drug and alcohol counseling, 

rehabilitation, and re-entry programs within sixty miles of the administrative offices of the District 

or, where no such services are found, within the State of Nebraska.  Information concerning such 

resources shall be presented to all of the students of the District upon request by the counselor. 

 

In the event of disciplinary proceedings against any student for any District policy pertaining to the 

prohibition against the unlawful possession, use, or distribution of illicit drugs and alcohol, 

appropriate school personnel shall confer with any such student and his or her parents or guardian 

concerning available drug and alcohol counseling, rehabilitation, and re-entry programs that 

appropriate school personnel shall consider to be of benefit to any such student and his or her parent 

or parents or guardian. 

 

Safe and Drug-Free Schools-- Parental Notice of Right to Withdraw 

Parents will be notified that, if upon receipt of information regarding the content of safe and drug 

free school programs and activities other than classroom instruction a parent objects to the 

participation of their child in such programs and activities, the parent may notify the School District 

of such objection in writing.  Upon the receipt of such notice the student will be withdrawn from the 

program or activity to which parental objection has been made. 

 

Standards of Student Conduct Pertaining to the Possession, Use, or Distribution of Illicit 

Drugs, Alcohol or Tobacco. 

These standards are in addition to standards of student conduct elsewhere adopted by board policy or 

administrative regulation.  The District’s standards prohibit the possession, use, or distribution of 

illicit drugs, alcohol or tobacco (including electronic nicotine delivery systems) on school premises, 

in school vehicles, or as a part of any of the school's activities on or off school premises.  Conduct 

prohibited at places and activities as hereinabove described shall include, but not be limited to, the 

following: 

 

1. Possession, use distribution or being under the influence of any controlled substance, 

including but not limited to marijuana, any narcotic drug, any hallucinogen, any 

stimulant, or any depressant. 

2. Possession of any prescription drug in an unlawful fashion. 

3. Possession, use, distribution or being under the influence of alcohol. 

4. Possession, use, distribution, or being under the influence of any abusable glue or 

aerosol paint or any other chemical substance for inhalation, including but not limited 
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to lighter fluid, whiteout, and reproduction fluid, when such activity constitutes a 

substantial interference with school purposes. 

5. Possession, use, or distribution of any look-alike drug or look-alike controlled 

substance when such activity constitutes a substantial interference with school 

purposes. 

6.  Possession, use or distribution of any tobacco product (including electronic nicotine 

delivery systems). 

 

Disciplinary Sanctions 

Violation of any of the above prohibited acts will result in disciplinary sanction being taken within 

the bounds of applicable law, up to and including short term suspension, long term suspension, 

expulsion, and referral to appropriate authorities for criminal prosecution.  In particular, students 

should be aware that: 

 

 1. Violation of these standards may result in suspension or expulsion.   

 2. Prohibited substances will be confiscated and turned over to law enforcement 

authorities.   

 3. The student may be referred for counseling or treatment.   

 4. Parents or legal guardian will be notified. 

 5. Law enforcement will be notified.   

 6. If it appears there is imminent danger to the student, other students, school personnel, 

or students involved, emergency medical services will be contacted. 

Intervention 

The [Name] Public School District does not have the authority or responsibility to make medical or 

health determinations regarding chemical dependency.  However, when observed behavior indicates 

that a problem exists which may affect the student's ability to learn or function in the educational 

climate or activity, the school then has the right and responsibility to refer the student for a formal 

chemical dependency diagnosis based on behavior observed by school staff.  The school will issue a 

statement to all students and employed staff that the use of illicit drugs and the unlawful possession 

and use of alcohol is wrong and harmful.  The school shall make available to students and employed 

staff information about any drug and alcohol counseling, and rehabilitation and re-entry programs, 

which are available to students. 

 

Administration 

The administration is authorized to adopt such administrative rules, regulations or practices 

necessary to properly implement this policy.  Such regulations, rules or practices may vary the 

procedures set forth herein to the extent necessary to fit the circumstances of an individual situation.  

Such rules, regulations and practices may include administrative forms, such as checklists to be used 

by staff to record observed behavior and to determine the proper plan of action.  

 

 

 

 

 

Date of Adoption: [Insert Date] 
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to lighter fluid, whiteout, and reproduction fluid, when such activity constitutes a 

substantial interference with school purposes. 

5. Possession, use, or distribution of any look-alike drug or look-alike controlled 

substance when such activity constitutes a substantial interference with school 

purposes. 

6.  Possession, use or distribution of any tobacco product (including electronic nicotine 

delivery systems). 

 

Disciplinary Sanctions 

Violation of any of the above prohibited acts will result in disciplinary sanction being taken within 

the bounds of applicable law, up to and including short term suspension, long term suspension, 

expulsion, and referral to appropriate authorities for criminal prosecution.  In particular, students 

should be aware that: 

 

 1. Violation of these standards may result in suspension or expulsion.   

 2. Prohibited substances will be confiscated and turned over to law enforcement 

authorities.   

 3. The student may be referred for counseling or treatment.   

 4. Parents or legal guardian will be notified. 

 5. Law enforcement will be notified.   

 6. If it appears there is imminent danger to the student, other students, school personnel, 

or students involved, emergency medical services will be contacted. 

Intervention 

The [Name] Public School District does not have the authority or responsibility to make medical or 

health determinations regarding chemical dependency.  However, when observed behavior indicates 

that a problem exists which may affect the student's ability to learn or function in the educational 

climate or activity, the school then has the right and responsibility to refer the student for a formal 

chemical dependency diagnosis based on behavior observed by school staff.  The school will issue a 

statement to all students and employed staff that the use of illicit drugs and the unlawful possession 

and use of alcohol is wrong and harmful.  The school shall make available to students and employed 

staff information about any drug and alcohol counseling, and rehabilitation and re-entry programs, 

which are available to students. 

 

Administration 

The administration is authorized to adopt such administrative rules, regulations or practices 

necessary to properly implement this policy.  Such regulations, rules or practices may vary the 

procedures set forth herein to the extent necessary to fit the circumstances of an individual situation.  

Such rules, regulations and practices may include administrative forms, such as checklists to be used 

by staff to record observed behavior and to determine the proper plan of action.  
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Students 

 

School Dances 

 

A school sponsored dance is a school activity subject to all provisions of the Student Activity 

Code, and is a privilege available to students meeting all requirements for participation.    

 

General Rules of Student Conduct at Dances.  In addition to all rules of student conduct in the 

Student handbook, students attending dances shall adhere to the following rules of conduct: 

  

1. Who Can Attend: Only students of [Name] Public Schools and their guests may attend.  

a. Students currently attending [Name] High School or another Nebraska high school 

who have not been restricted from attending extracurricular activities at [Name] High 

School or their own school are generally considered appropriate dates or invited 

guests.   

b. Persons who are younger than 16 or older than 19 years of age and not attending high 

school are generally considered to not be appropriate dates or invited guests for our 

school dances.   

c. Some school dances may be restricted to students attending specified grades levels at 

[Name] Public Schools.  For any dances at the middle school level, only students 

attending [Name] Public Schools in the grade(s) for which the dance is being held 

may attend. 

d. Students who have been suspended from school or from extracurricular activities may 

not attend. 

e. The school reserves the right to exclude persons who may or do cause a disruption or 

detract from the event.  Dates or invited guests not attending our school are expected 

to follow the same rules of conduct which apply to our students.   

f. Rules for dances may restrict students and their guests from leaving the dance until 

the dance ends without written parental permission on a form provided. 

g. Students or their guests who engage in inappropriate behavior, whether on or off of 

the dance floor, may be asked to leave. 

 

2. Prohibited Substances: Alcoholic beverages, illegal drugs, and tobacco (including 

electronic nicotine delivery systems) are prohibited. Anyone using these or showing the 

affects of use will not be allowed admission or, if discovered after admission, be removed 

from the dance. Their parents may be contacted.  

 

Students and their dates may be required to submit to a breathalyzer prior to 

gaining entrance.  Those who choose not to submit to a breathalyzer will not gain 

entrance. Law enforcement will be contacted if there is reasonable suspicion that 

the student or a student’s date is under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

 

3. Appropriate Attire: Students and their guests must meet the dress code requirements 

established for each dance.  Teachers or administrators will make the final decision as to 

whether or not a student’s attire is appropriate. Students will be asked to change 

unacceptable items, which may mean that the student may have to return home to change 
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the inappropriate clothing. It is advisable to check in advance of the dance with the 

Principal or staff sponsor for the event if you are uncertain about your attire. 

 

Eligibility for Selection of Royalty.  Nomination and selection of royalty for school sponsored 

dances is an honor awarded by students to those of their peers that exemplify the highest 

standards of integrity and achievement.  Students nominated for dance royalty must have 

demonstrated through their conduct, academic achievement and activities that they have 

represented, and will represent, themselves, their classmates, and their school in a manner which 

reflects outstanding effort, commitment to their school and fellow students, and integrity and 

good citizenship in the school and in the community.  The students selected to be the “royalty” 

for the Homecoming and Prom or any other school sponsored dance or activity shall meet that 

general standard as determined by the administration and, in addition, meet the following 

specific academic, activity and conduct standards: 

  

1. Specific Dance Eligibility and Selection Requirements: 

 

a. Homecoming Queen & King: 

• Only a senior girl shall be eligible to be Queen and only a Senior boy shall 

be eligible to be King. 

• To be eligible, a candidate must agree to attend the entire Homecoming 

Dance and represent the school properly. 

• The queen and king will be chosen from the qualified nominees by secret 

vote of the student body during Homecoming week. Crowning will be 

held at the fall sports event deemed to have the largest attendance. 

 

  b.   Prom King and Queen:  

• Only a Senior girl shall be eligible to be Queen and a Senior boy shall be 

eligible to be King.  The candidates may not have been previously selected 

as royalty at another school sponsored dance. 

• To be eligible, a candidate must agree to attend the entire Prom Dance and 

represent the school properly. 

• The queen and king will be chosen from the qualified nominees by secret 

vote of the junior class. 
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Instruction 

 

Curriculum – Assessments (Policy No. 6211)  

 

1. State Assessments. 

 

The [Name] Public School District has adopted an assessment plan and has aligned the 

curriculum with the state approved content standards.  The assessment plan includes a schedule 

and procedures for assessing success in achieving state standards.   

 

Teachers are to clearly articulate the learning targets and align instruction to the learning targets 

within each of the content standards.  Teachers are to give students instruction on the content 

prior to students being assessed on each content standard in order to provide learning 

opportunities for all students. 

 

The assessments are to be conducted in accordance with the assessment plan schedule.  Teachers 

are to conduct the assessments in a manner that assures it accurately assesses whether or not 

students are meeting the targets outlined by the content standards.    

 

Assessment results are to be reported by the teachers in the manner and within the time directed 

by the administration or designee.  The assessment data is to be used to meet state standards, to 

provide students and parents with information about student progress, to enhance school 

improvement planning, and to improve instruction. The assessment data is to be evaluated by 

teachers to monitor student learning and to improve instruction or terminate ineffective teaching 

practices to ensure students are being given the opportunity to meet the standards.   

 

2. Achieving Valid Assessments.  

 

Educators are responsible for maintaining the integrity of the assessments to ensure that 

assessments provide a valid measure of student progress and accomplishments. Educators are not 

to engage in any practice that may result in assessment results that do not reflect student 

learning, knowledge, skills or abilities in the area assessed.   

 

For purposes of this policy, student assessments include both “standardized assessments” 

(including state assessments, norm referenced tests, and evaluations conducted for special 

education eligibility) and “coursework assessments” (e.g., classroom tests, quizzes, and other 

evaluative tools used to assign grades).   

 

The following specific assessment expectations and rules apply:   

 

a. Integrity of the Assessment Instrument. The integrity of the assessment 

instrument is to be maintained.   

 

i. Standardized Assessments. Standardized assessment instruments are not to 

be made available to students at any time before the student takes the 

assessment.  The assessment instrument is to be maintained in a secure 

manner.  
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ii. Coursework Assessments. Coursework assessment instruments are to be 

periodically modified to keep the assessments current and prevent students 

from effectively using “test banks.”  For coursework assessments that are 

given on a repeat basis to students at different times (e.g., a test that is 

given to students throughout the school day), the educator is to remind 

students to not share the content of the assessment with students who will 

be taking the assessment later.   

 

b. Teaching for Success on Assessments.   

 

It is appropriate for educators to prepare students to do well on assessments. This 

is to be accomplished in a manner that assures the assessment accurately reflects 

the student’s knowledge, and not simply test preparation.  

 

i. Teach the Content.  Educators are to prepare students to do well on 

assessments by teaching the subject content. Educators are not to “teach to 

the test” by teaching based solely on the content of the assessment.  The 

content is to be taught to the students over an appropriate amount of time 

prior to the assessment. “Cramming” assessment content just before the 

assessment is to be taken is not appropriate. Review of content previously 

taught is appropriate. 

 

ii. Practice Tests. Educators are to prepare students by teaching test taking 

skills independent of the subject matter being assessed.  Educators are not 

to conduct reviews (drills) using earlier (no longer published) versions of 

the same test, using alternate (parallel) forms of the same published test, or 

using actual items from the current form of a standardized test that will be 

administered to students. Educators are not to conduct reviews (drills) 

using items of identical format (for example, multiple choice) to the 

exclusion of other formats.  

 

c. Conditions for Successful Assessments. 

 

i. Communications.  Educators are to communicate to students and parents 

when assessments will be administered, the purpose of the assessment and 

how the assessment results will be used.  Educators are to motivate 

students to do their best on assessments.  Educators are to read and be 

familiar with assessment administration directions in advance and 

communicate the rules to students accurately and clearly.  

 

ii. Climate. Educators are to have sufficient assessment materials available 

(e.g., No. 2 pencils, if needed).  The classroom is to be arranged to allow 

comfortable seating.  Distractions are to be eliminated.  Educators in 

nearby classrooms are to be informed that the assessment is to be 

administered so noises from neighboring classrooms are kept at a 

minimum.  Activities or arrangements are to be made for students who 

finish early so such students do not cause a distraction to other students 

still taking the assessment.   
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iii. Security. Educators are to monitor students while administering 

assessments to ensure students are complying with standards of academic 

integrity.  Students who violate standards of academic integrity are to be 

reported to the administration.  

 

d. Full Participation. Educators are to make efforts to have all eligible students take 

the assessments. The educator should develop a list of students who will be 

exempted from assessment and the reason for the exemption and submit the list 

for review and approval by the Principal.   

 

e. Assistance During Assessments.  

 

i. Standardized Assessments. Educators are not to provide assistance to 

students while a standardized assessment is being administered except as 

provided for in a student’s 504 Plan or IEP.  This includes giving “hints,” 

giving extra time, reading the tests to students or defining or pronouncing 

words for students, allowing students access to instructional material 

related to the content of the assessment (e.g., displaying a map during a 

social studies assessment) or allowing students access to mechanical aids 

(e.g., calculators).   

 

ii. Coursework Assessments. For coursework assessments, students may be 

allowed access to instructional materials or mechanical aids only when all 

students being given the assessment are given the aids and use of the aids 

does not hinder the students from learning the content of the lesson. 

 

f. Student Answers.  Assessments are to reflect the students’ work as submitted by 

the students. During the assessments, educators are to monitor students to make  

sure directions are being followed (e.g., students are using a No. 2 pencil on all 

“bubble” sheet assessments and completely erase mistaken answers and extra 

marks on “bubble” sheet assessments).  Educators are not to change answers on a 

student’s assessment sheet or otherwise participate in the submission of false or 

misleading assessment results.   

 

All employees are to adhere to the Nebraska Student-Centered Assessment System (NSCAS) 

Security Procedures and report breaches in security to Superintendent or the Superintendent’s 

assessment designee for report to the Nebraska Department of Education. Professionalism, 

common sense, and practical procedures provide the framework for testing ethics. 

 

Violations of the rules and expectations set forth in this policy will be considered to be a breach 

of the District’s standard of ethics and may result in disciplinary consequences.  Educators are to 

report suspected violations of the expectation to the administration.  The administration is to 

investigate and appropriately respond to violations of the expectations.   

 

 

Legal Reference: NDE Rule 10.05; NDE Rule 27.004.02H and 004.03D  

 

Date of Adoption: [Insert Date] 
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Instruction 

 

Curriculum – Assessments (Policy No. 6211)  

 

1. State Assessments. 

 

The [Name] Public School District has adopted an assessment plan and has aligned the 

curriculum with the state approved content standards.  The assessment plan includes a schedule 

and procedures for assessing success in achieving state standards.   

 

Teachers are to clearly articulate the learning targets and align instruction to the learning targets 

within each of the content standards.  Teachers are to give students instruction on the content 

prior to students being assessed on each content standard in order to provide learning 

opportunities for all students. 

 

The assessments are to be conducted in accordance with the assessment plan schedule.  Teachers 

are to conduct the assessments in a manner that assures it accurately assesses whether or not 

students are meeting the targets outlined by the content standards.    

 

Assessment results are to be reported by the teachers in the manner and within the time directed 

by the administration or designee.  The assessment data is to be used to meet state standards, to 

provide students and parents with information about student progress, to enhance school 

improvement planning, and to improve instruction. The assessment data is to be evaluated by 

teachers to monitor student learning and to improve instruction or terminate ineffective teaching 

practices to ensure students are being given the opportunity to meet the standards.   

 

2. Achieving Valid Assessments.  

 

Educators are responsible for maintaining the integrity of the assessments to ensure that 

assessments provide a valid measure of student progress and accomplishments. Educators are not 

to engage in any practice that may result in assessment results that do not reflect student 

learning, knowledge, skills or abilities in the area assessed.   

 

For purposes of this policy, student assessments include both “standardized assessments” 

(including state assessments, norm referenced tests, and evaluations conducted for special 

education eligibility) and “coursework assessments” (e.g., classroom tests, quizzes, and other 

evaluative tools used to assign grades).   

 

The following specific assessment expectations and rules apply:   

 

a. Integrity of the Assessment Instrument. The integrity of the assessment 

instrument is to be maintained.   

 

i. Standardized Assessments. Standardized assessment instruments are not to 

be made available to students at any time before the student takes the 

assessment.  The assessment instrument is to be maintained in a secure 

manner.  
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ii. Coursework Assessments. Coursework assessment instruments are to be 

periodically modified to keep the assessments current and prevent students 

from effectively using “test banks.”  For coursework assessments that are 

given on a repeat basis to students at different times (e.g., a test that is 

given to students throughout the school day), the educator is to remind 

students to not share the content of the assessment with students who will 

be taking the assessment later.   

 

b. Teaching for Success on Assessments.   

 

It is appropriate for educators to prepare students to do well on assessments. This 

is to be accomplished in a manner that assures the assessment accurately reflects 

the student’s knowledge, and not simply test preparation.  

 

i. Teach the Content.  Educators are to prepare students to do well on 

assessments by teaching the subject content. Educators are not to “teach to 

the test” by teaching based solely on the content of the assessment.  The 

content is to be taught to the students over an appropriate amount of time 

prior to the assessment. “Cramming” assessment content just before the 

assessment is to be taken is not appropriate. Review of content previously 

taught is appropriate. 

 

ii. Practice Tests. Educators are to prepare students by teaching test taking 

skills independent of the subject matter being assessed.  Educators are not 

to conduct reviews (drills) using earlier (no longer published) versions of 

the same test, using alternate (parallel) forms of the same published test, or 

using actual items from the current form of a standardized test that will be 

administered to students. Educators are not to conduct reviews (drills) 

using items of identical format (for example, multiple choice) to the 

exclusion of other formats.  

 

c. Conditions for Successful Assessments. 

 

i. Communications.  Educators are to communicate to students and parents 

when assessments will be administered, the purpose of the assessment and 

how the assessment results will be used.  Educators are to motivate 

students to do their best on assessments.  Educators are to read and be 

familiar with assessment administration directions in advance and 

communicate the rules to students accurately and clearly.  

 

ii. Climate. Educators are to have sufficient assessment materials available 

(e.g., No. 2 pencils, if needed).  The classroom is to be arranged to allow 

comfortable seating.  Distractions are to be eliminated.  Educators in 

nearby classrooms are to be informed that the assessment is to be 

administered so noises from neighboring classrooms are kept at a 

minimum.  Activities or arrangements are to be made for students who 

finish early so such students do not cause a distraction to other students 

still taking the assessment.   
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iii. Security. Educators are to monitor students while administering 

assessments to ensure students are complying with standards of academic 

integrity.  Students who violate standards of academic integrity are to be 

reported to the administration.  

 

d. Full Participation. Educators are to make efforts to have all eligible students take 

the assessments. The educator should develop a list of students who will be 

exempted from assessment and the reason for the exemption and submit the list 

for review and approval by the Principal.   

 

e. Assistance During Assessments.  

 

i. Standardized Assessments. Educators are not to provide assistance to 

students while a standardized assessment is being administered except as 

provided for in a student’s 504 Plan or IEP.  This includes giving “hints,” 

giving extra time, reading the tests to students or defining or pronouncing 

words for students, allowing students access to instructional material 

related to the content of the assessment (e.g., displaying a map during a 

social studies assessment) or allowing students access to mechanical aids 

(e.g., calculators).   

 

ii. Coursework Assessments. For coursework assessments, students may be 

allowed access to instructional materials or mechanical aids only when all 

students being given the assessment are given the aids and use of the aids 

does not hinder the students from learning the content of the lesson. 

 

f. Student Answers.  Assessments are to reflect the students’ work as submitted by 

the students. During the assessments, educators are to monitor students to make  

sure directions are being followed (e.g., students are using a No. 2 pencil on all 

“bubble” sheet assessments and completely erase mistaken answers and extra 

marks on “bubble” sheet assessments).  Educators are not to change answers on a 

student’s assessment sheet or otherwise participate in the submission of false or 

misleading assessment results.   

 

All employees are to adhere to the Nebraska Student-Centered Assessment System (NSCAS) 

Security Procedures and report breaches in security to Superintendent or the Superintendent’s 

assessment designee for report to the Nebraska Department of Education. Professionalism, 

common sense, and practical procedures provide the framework for testing ethics. 

 

Violations of the rules and expectations set forth in this policy will be considered to be a breach 

of the District’s standard of ethics and may result in disciplinary consequences.  Educators are to 

report suspected violations of the expectation to the administration.  The administration is to 

investigate and appropriately respond to violations of the expectations.   

 

 

Legal Reference: NDE Rule 10.05; NDE Rule 27.004.02H and 004.03D  

 

 

Date of Adoption: [Insert Date] 
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Instruction 

 

Combined District and School Title I Parent and Family Engagement Policy 

 

_(District Name) intends to follow the Title I Parent and Family Engagement Policy guidelines in accordance 

with federal law, Section 1116(a -f) ESSA, (Every Student Succeeds Act) of 2015.  

 

In General 

The written District parent and family engagement policy has been developed jointly with, updated periodically 

and distributed to parents and family members of participating children and the local community in an 

understandable and uniform format. This policy agreed on by such parents describes the means for carrying out 

the requirements as listed below. 

 

• Parents and family members of all students are welcomed and encouraged to become involved with their child’s 

school and education; this includes parents and family members that have limited English proficiency, limited 

literacy, are economically disadvantaged, have disabilities, racial or ethnic minority background or are 

migratory children. Information related to school and parent programs, meetings, school reports and other 

activities are sent to the parents of participating children in a format, and to the extent practicable, in a language 

the parents can understand.  

 

• Parents are involved in the planning, review, evaluation and improvement of the Title I program, Parent and 

Family Engagement Policy and the School-Parent Compact at an annual parent meeting scheduled at a 

convenient time.  This would include the planning and implementation of effective parent and family 

involvement activities. 

 

• Conduct, with meaningful parent and family involvement, an annual evaluation of the content and 

effectiveness of the Parent and Family Engagement Policy.  Use the evaluation findings to design evidence-

based strategies for more effective parental involvement, and to revise the Parent and Family Engagement 

Policy. 

 

• Opportunities are provided for parents and family members to participate in decisions related to the education 

of their child/children.  The school and local educational agency shall provide other reasonable support for 

parental involvement activities.  

 

• Parents of participating children will be provided timely information about programs under this part, a 

description and explanation of the curriculum in use, the forms of academic assessment used to measure student 

progress and the achievement levels of the challenging State academic standards. The school will provide 

assistance, opportunities, and/or materials and training to help parents work with their children to improve their 

children’s academic achievement in a format, and when feasible, in a language the parents and family members 

can understand. 

 

• Educate teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals, and other school leaders, with the 

assistance of parents in the value and utility of contributions of parents, how to reach out to, communicate 

with and work with parents as equal partners. 

 

• Coordinate and integrate parental involvement programs and activities with other Federal, State and local 

programs, including preschool programs that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the 

education of their children.   
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Internal Board Policies - Organization 

 

Standing Committees 

 

It shall be the policy of [Name] Public Schools that the following will be the standing 

committees of the Board of Education: 

 

      1.       Negotiations Committee 

 

2.       Committee on American Civics 

 

3. Transportation/Facilities 

 

4. Budget Committee 

 

5. Policy Committee 

 

6. Administration Review Committee 

 

 

It shall further be the policy of [Name] Public Schools that the Superintendent shall appoint the 

members of the above committees.   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal Reference: Neb. Rev. Stat. § 79-724 

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 79-520 

 

 

Date of Adoption: [Insert Date] 
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Internal Board Policies - Organization 

 

Standing Committee on American Civics 

 

It shall be the policy of [Name] Public Schools that the Committee on American Civics shall 

consist of three members appointed by the Board President.  The Committee shall meet at least 

twice per year.  One of the responsibilities of this committee will be to examine recommended 

social studies textbooks and report findings based on this examination to other members of the 

Board of Education.  The Committee shall take all other steps to ensure compliance with 

Nebraska law. 

 

It shall further be the policy of [Name] Public Schools that the Committee on American Civics 

shall review all major proposals prepared by the superintendent of schools and instructional staff 

for adoption of new textbooks, development of new instructional programs, revision of existing 

instructional programs, modification of established graduation requirements, and other related 

matters. After the review is completed, the Committee on Curriculum and Americanism will 

make a recommendation to the full Board of Education about approval or adoption of the matter 

under consideration.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal Reference: Neb. Rev. Stat. § 79-724 

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 79-520 

LB 399 (2019) 

Date of Adoption: [Insert Date] 
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Elementary Principal Report 

July Board Meeting 
 

 

I. Before/After School Program Survey Information 

A.   Colette Stelling and I have been in contact regarding before/after school care 

at East Butler.  She is currently working on the paperwork component with 

the state.  Colette will also be searching for a local director for the program.  

An email will be sent to elementary staff to see if there is interest from 

current staff members.     

 

II. Reading and Math Program (RAMP)    

A.   The Reading and Math Program will begin July 9 and end August 1 in 

Dwight.  The kindergarten room and grade 3-4 room will be utilized for 

class.    

B. RAMP Participation: 

  1.  Grades K-1:  11 students 

  2.  Grades 2-3:  8 students 

 

III. Professional Learning Days 

A.  Teaching staff will report to school August 12 with students beginning 

school August 15.    

B. Training will be provided to elementary staff related to the new social studies 

curriculum.  Mark Brady from ESU 7 will also be providing Standard 

Response Protocol training to our crisis team.      

C.   Paraeducators will report to school August 14 for training as they prepare for 

the upcoming school year. 

 

IV.   Open House 

A. The open house at East Butler will take place Tuesday, August 13 from 5:00-

6:30 PM.  This will provide students and parents the opportunity to visit with 

staff before the year begins.   

 

V.   Summer Library 

A. There were 44 students that attended the final activity for summer library on 

June 25.  Mrs. Hermelbracht organized a planetarium visit through ESU 3 in 

Bellevue.  An inflatable planetarium was set up in the multi-purpose room 

for students and parents.  Pizza was also provided for this event.  It was a 

popular family event and a great way to end the program for the summer. 

 

VI. Social Studies Curriculum Update 

A.   A majority of the curriculum has arrived.  We are still waiting on items for 

grade 6.  The next step is to schedule a training session for the new 

curriculum during our August professional learning session.   

 

VII.   Administrator Days 

A. Administrator Days will be held July 31 through August 2 in Kearney.  

Keynote speakers include Todd Whitaker, Michelle Gielan, and Craig 

Zablocki.  There are also multiple break-out sessions available during the 

conference.     

 

 

 

 



To:  East Butler Public Schools Board of Education 
From:  Michael Eldridge, Secondary Principal 
Date:  July 10, 2019 
Re:  Secondary Principal’s Report 
 

I. College Access Grant 
a. We are going to be entering our fourth and final year in the grant process.  
b. Throughout this grant, we have implemented a variety of activities 

i. 9-12 college visits (2 per year) 
ii. Parent/student night - creating four year plans to guide the students 

in what courses they should be taking that will fit their plan after 
high school. (This has been an incredibly successful event). 

iii. Offer more courses in the form of dual credit - we have moved from 
offering 2 courses for dual credit, to 7 courses.  (College Algebra, 
Calculus, Pre-Calc, Trig, Technical Math, Medical Terminology, 
Economics) 

1. In addition to this, we have provided our students with a 
tuition reimbursement program. 

iv. Apply-To-College & Financial Aid Event 
1. This has provided our students with the opportunity to have 

assistance in applying to colleges (2 or 4 year), and also 
provide students and their parents with assistance in filling 
out the FAFSA. 

c. The focus of this grant program is to increase our college-going rate by 10 
percentage points.  (I hope to be able to provide you with that data in a 
future meeting) 
 

II. Power of ICU - 2019-2020 
a. Please see the attachment for information on the ICU program for the 

2019-2020 School year. 
i. This is what was included in the student/parent handbook. 

 
III. Summer Schedule 

a. July 31 - August 2 - Administrator Days - Kearney 
b. August 6 - New Student/7th Grade Orientation - 6:00pm 
c. August 5th-14th- Laptop Rollout students grades 8-12. 
d. August 13 - SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE - 5:00-6:30pm 

 
IV. Professional Learning Schedule 

a. August 12th -  Will be devoted solely to staff meetings, crisis team meeting, 
school improvement team meeting, etc. 

b. August 13th  -  Will be devoted to a variety of trainings -   QPR Training, 
Hapara, MTSS, Vosaic, etc. 

c. August 14th - Majority of this day is a work day for staff. 

 
 
 



 
ICU Program 
 
ICU is an academic support system for students and communication tool for teachers and 
parents and is built around a school-wide electronic database that tracks missing 
assignments.  ​All students completing all assignments is the foundation of this program​.  

 
ICU Procedures 

● If a student has a missing assignment, they are placed on the ICU 
list and required to attend focus lunch. 

● If a student turn in an assignment that was previously placed on the 
ICU list, the teacher will take the student off the list.  If additional 
time is needed to grade the assignment, the teacher can keep the 
student on the ICU list. 

● If the teacher has reviewed the work and it is determined to be of 
poor quality, the assignment will be placed on the ICU list with the 
note: ​Poor Quality, Needs to Redo/Fix​. 

Focus Lunch 
● Students will have the opportunity to not have to attend the ICU 

Focus lunch if they get their missing work in.  Students must have 
a signed ​assignment card​ from the teacher for whom the 
assignment is due.  The assignment will remain on the ICU list 
until the teacher has graded the assignment, however, the students 
will be excused from the ICU Focu lunch for that day. 

Quality Work 
● Students are expected to turn in quality work. 
● Teachers will determine the quality of work.  The following 

guidelines may be used to help judge quality work. 
○ Possible Guidelines for Student Quality Work: 

■ Legible 
■ Complete 
■ Relevant Answers 
■ Follows Directions 

 
Jr/Sr High School Specific Guidelines 

Blitz Days 
● Every Friday, from 2:30pm-3:30pm will be a mandatory Blitz 

time.  Students that do not have all of their assignments completed 
by 2:30pm on Friday, will be required to stay. 

Activity Practice (Athletics, etc.) 
● If you are on the ICU list, you will report to focus time after school 

before reporting to practice. 
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