
Board of Education Regular Meeting

Monday, May 12, 2014 8:00 PM

 

1. Call to Order

2. Flag Salute

3. Open Meetings Act

4. Roll Call

5. Review of Agenda
Motion to approve the agenda as presented Passed with a motion by Lynette Mitchell and a 
second by Morgan Meier.
Jeff Meads: Yea, Morgan Meier: Yea, Lynette Mitchell: Yea, Denise Ourada: Yea, JC 
Ourada: Yea, John Worthing: Yea

6. Citizen's Comments

7. Consent Agenda
Motion to approve consent agenda with the following revisions, add Marion Hubbard NHS 
comments to citizen's comments section of April minutes and remove check # 12418 to GE 
Capital in the amount of $28,507.95 from check register because it was paid in April. New 
check register total $39,847.60 Passed with a motion by Lynette Mitchell and a second by 
John Worthing.
Jeff Meads: Yea, Morgan Meier: Yea, Lynette Mitchell: Yea, Denise Ourada: Yea, JC 
Ourada: Yea, John Worthing: Yea

7.1. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting(s)

7.2. Payment of Invoices ($39,847.60)

7.3. Financial Reports

7.4. Personnel - Recommendation to Hire

7.4.1. Carmen Warner

7.4.2. Hillary Knake

8. Old Business

9. New Business

9.1. Purchase of Bus
I recommend that we fulfill the requirements of the Nebraska Department of Environmental 



Quality's Clean Diesel Grant Program by purchasing a 71 passenger 2015 model Blue Bird 
‘Vision’ conventional school bus for $86,245 Passed with a motion by Morgan Meier and a 
second by JC Ourada.
Jeff Meads: Yea, Morgan Meier: Yea, Lynette Mitchell: Yea, Denise Ourada: Yea, JC 
Ourada: Yea, John Worthing: Yea

9.2. Surplus Declaration of the 2006 International School Bus.
I recommend that the 2006 International School Bus be declared as surplus and that any 
money or trade equity be applied against the total cost of a new 2015 bus purchase, Passed 
with a motion by Jeff Meads and a second by Morgan Meier.
Jeff Meads: Yea, Morgan Meier: Yea, Lynette Mitchell: Yea, Denise Ourada: Yea, JC 
Ourada: Yea, John Worthing: Yea

9.3. Adoption of Board Policy #
I move to adopt Board policy 6290, as presented and to repeal and rescind all existing Board 
policies that pertain to the same matters or that are otherwise conflicting, including without 
limitation existing policies Passed with a motion by Lynette Mitchell and a second by Denise 
Ourada.
Jeff Meads: Yea, Morgan Meier: Yea, Lynette Mitchell: Yea, Denise Ourada: Yea, JC 
Ourada: Yea, John Worthing: Yea

10. Executive Session
Motion to enter into Executive Session at 8:28 PM Passed with a motion by John Worthing 
and a second by JC Ourada.
Jeff Meads: Yea, Morgan Meier: Yea, Lynette Mitchell: Yea, Denise Ourada: Yea, JC 
Ourada: Yea, John Worthing: Yea
Motion to exit into Executive Session at 9:46 PM. Passed with a motion by John Worthing 
and a second by Denise Ourada.
Jeff Meads: Yea, Morgan Meier: Yea, Lynette Mitchell: Yea, Denise Ourada: Yea, JC 
Ourada: Yea, John Worthing: Yea

11. Reports

11.1. Transportation Committee Report

11.2. Buildings and Ground Committee Report

11.3. Principal's Report

11.4. Superintendent Report

12. Next Regular Meeting

13. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn meeting at 10:02 PM. Passed with a motion by JC Ourada and a second 
by John Worthing.
Jeff Meads: Yea, Morgan Meier: Yea, Lynette Mitchell: Yea, Denise Ourada: Yea, JC 
Ourada: Yea, John Worthing: Yea



Board of Education Regular Meeting 
April 14, 2014 8:00 PM 
Elm Creek Public Schools Media Center /Board of Education Meeting Room 
 
I. Call to Order 
 
II. Flag Salute 
 
III. Open Meetings Act 
 
IV. Roll Call 
 
V. Review of Agenda 
Motion Passed:  Motion to approve the agenda as presented passed with a motion by Lynette Mitchell and a 
second by Denise Ourada. 
 
VI. Citizen's Comments 
 
VII. Consent Agenda 
Motion Passed:  Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented passed with a motion by JC Ourada and a 
second by Denise Ourada. 
 
VII.A. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting(s) 
 
VII.B. Payment of Invoices ($96,971.83) 
 
VII.C. Financial Reports 
 
VII.D. Applications for a Local Substitute Certificates 
 
VII.E. Personnel Actions 
 
VII.E.1. JoAnne Schwartz - High School Spanish/Language Arts 
 
VII.E.2. Robin Vahle - High School Art Teacher 
 
VII.E.3. Lyndee Koch - High School FCS Teacher 
 
VII.E.4. Cindy Baum - High School Principal 
 
VIII. Old Business 
 
IX. New Business 
 
IX.A. Consider approval of low bid to purchase of Grasshopper Mower for $13,995 with sweeper attachment 
for $4,295 from Miller Repair LLC for a total of $18,290. 
Motion Passed:  approval of low bid to purchase of Grasshopper Mower for $13,995 with sweeper attachment 
for $4,295 from Miller Repair LLC for a total of $18,290,to be taken from sign sale funds passed with a motion 
by Lynette Mitchell and a second by Morgan Meier. 
 
IX.B. Consider approval of proposal from Graczyk Lawn and Landscape for 4-Step fertilization Program 



($4,776), Grub Control ($1,308)and Ground Sterilization ($440)for a total of $6,524 for the school grounds, 
football field and football practice field.  
Motion Passed:  Approval of proposal from Graczyk Lawn and Landscape for 4-Step fertilization Program 
($4,776), Grub Control ($1,308) and Ground Sterilization ($440) for a total of $6,524 for the school grounds, 
football field and football practice field, passed with a motion by Jeff Meads and a second by JC Ourada. 
 
IX.C. Approval of Policy 6290 
Motion Passed:  The approval of revised Policy 6290 passed with a motion by Lynette Mitchell and a second 
by Denise Ourada. 
 
IX.D. Consider approval of 2014-2015 Elm Creek Elementary Handbook.  
Motion Passed:  The 2014-2015 Elm Creek Elementary handbook passed with a motion by Denise Ourada and 
a second by JC Ourada. 
 
IX.E. Consider approval of proposal from ServiceMaster to provide cleaning services for elementary school and 
gymnasium. 
Motion Passed:  Motion to approve contract with ServiceMaster of Mid Nebraska to clean elementary school 
and gymnasium.. passed with a motion by Lynette Mitchell and a second by Morgan Meier. 
 
X. Executive Session 
Motion Passed:  Motion to enter into Executive Session @ 8:35am. passed with a motion by John Worthing 
and a second by Morgan Meier. 
Motion Passed:  Motion to exit into Executive Session at 9:33 PM passed with a motion by John Worthing and 
a second by JC Ourada. 
 
XI. Reports 
 
XI.A. Curriculum, Technology and Finance Committee Report 
 
XI.B. Transportation Committee Report 
 
XI.C. Americanism Committee Report 
 
XI.D. Buildings and Ground Committee Report 
 
XI.E. Principal's Report 
 
XI.F. Superintendent Report 
 
XII. Next Regular Meeting will be held on Monday, May 12, 2014 at 8:00 PM. 
 
XIII. Adjournment 
Motion Passed:  Motion to adjourn meeting at 9:53 PM. passed with a motion by John Worthing and a second 
by Morgan Meier. 
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May	
  5,	
  2014	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Elm	
  Creek	
  Board	
  of	
  Education	
  Members,	
  
	
  

Please	
  accept	
  my	
  recommendation	
  to	
  hire	
  Carmen	
  Warner	
  as	
  a	
  FCS	
  teacher.	
  	
  
She	
  is	
  a	
  recent	
  graduate	
  of	
  UNL	
  with	
  a	
  degree	
  in	
  Family	
  Sciences	
  and	
  will	
  be	
  
completing	
  her	
  education	
  degree	
  in	
  the	
  Transition	
  to	
  Education	
  program.	
  	
  Carmen	
  
will	
  be	
  an	
  excellent	
  addition	
  to	
  our	
  faculty.	
  

	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  

	
  
	
  

Dean	
  Tickle,	
  Superintendent	
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Dear	
  Elm	
  Creek	
  Board	
  of	
  Education	
  Members,	
  
	
  

Please	
  accept	
  my	
  recommendation	
  to	
  hire	
  Hilary	
  Knake	
  as	
  an	
  Art	
  
teacher.	
  	
  She	
  is	
  a	
  recent	
  graduate	
  of	
  Hastings	
  College	
  and	
  a	
  Elm	
  Creek	
  
Public	
  Schools	
  alum.	
  	
  I	
  am	
  excited	
  to	
  have	
  Hilary	
  become	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  our	
  
faculty.	
  

	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  

	
  
	
  

Dean	
  Tickle,	
  Superintendent	
  
	
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 7, 2014 
 
Mr. Dean Tickle, Supt. 
Elm Creek Public Schools 
P.O. Box 490 
Elm Creek, NE 68836 
 
Dear Mr. Tickle, 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to supply your school district’s transportation needs.  Please find 
enclosed our quotation for a 71 passenger 2015 model Blue Bird ‘Vision’ conventional school 
bus.  
 
There is good reason why Blue Bird remains a leading manufacturer of school buses. Blue Bird’s 
tradition of quality and the service after the sale provided by Nebraska/Central Equipment, Inc. 
are two very important factors in the purchase of your new school bus.  
 
Thank you for your continued interest in Nebraska/Central Equipment, Inc. and Blue Bird.  Your 
comments are encouraged and welcomed. 
 
Sincerely, 
NEBRASKA/CENTRAL EQUIPMENT, INC. 
 
 
 
Corey Sundberg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

2015 MODEL BLUE BIRD ‘VISION’ 
71 PASSENGER SCHOOL BUS 
      SPECIAL ORDER UNIT 

       
 
 
BLUE BIRD – VISION………………………………………………………………$86,305.00 
-71 Passenger capacity (47 @ 2 per seat) 
-Cummins ISB13 - 6.7 liter (in line 6) diesel engine  
-Allison PTS2500 5 speed automatic transmission 
-Front air ride suspension……add…$565.00 
 
 
 
 
COST SAVING OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE:    

1. Trade in 2006 International…………………………………………deduct…<$5000.00> 

2. Prepay within 30 days of order……………………..........................deduct…<$625.00> 

3. FOB Nebraska/Central Equipment, Inc. (Grand Island)………..…..deduct…<$200.00> 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________         _________ 
Corey Sundberg        Date 
Nebraska/Central Equipment, Inc. 
 
 
 
__________________________________   _________ 
Acceptance            Date 



BLUE BIRD – VISION 
CONVENTIONAL SCHOOL BUS 

MODEL YEAR 2015 
BODY SPECIFICATIONS 

 
SIZE  77 Passenger seated to a capacity of 71 for maximum knee clearance. 
 
ACCESSORY POWER SOCKET 
12 volt designed for cellular phone receptacle. 
 
ACOUSTIC CEILING 
Sound deadening perforated panels full length of bus body. 
 
AUXILIARY FANS 
Two (2) 6” – one mounted upper left of driver, one mounted upper right of driver near center of 
bus body.  All are two speed with separate switches. 
 
BACK UP ALARM 
 
BATTERY COMPARTMENT 
Batteries mounted in an enclosed compartment on a sliding tray outside of engine compartment 
and located below driver’s window.   
 
BOARDING LIGHT 
Mounted outside of entrance door. 
 
COLOR, EXTERIOR 
National school bus chrome yellow with black trim.  
 
COLOR, INTERIOR 
Astro-white 
 
DEFROSTERS/HEATERS 
90,000 BTU left front defroster/heater with three speed switch. 
50,000 BTU right front with adjustable outlets for entrance door glass, step well, and front 
passenger area.  
50,000 BTU mid bus heater located under seat, mid bus on left side. 
80,000 BTU rear heater located under seat, behind wheel housing on left side.   
Heater water booster pump included. 
 
DOOR ENTRANCE 
Manual outward opening with keyed vandal lock. 
 
DOOR, EMERGENCY 
Located in rear center with lower glass and sliding bolt vandal lock. 
 
FENDERS 
Rear rubber fenders provided outside wheel housings to protect bus from gravel and road spray. 



FUEL TANK DOOR 
Spring Loaded - Locking door on right side.  Fuel sender inspection plate in body floor for easy 
access. 
 
FLOOR COVERING 
5/8” exterior grade plywood floor insulation covered with heavy duty gray marble rubber.  All 
floor seam separations sealed and covered with durable metal stripping.  Cove molding along 
wall. 
 
GLOVE BOX 
Large glove box located in dash on right side. 
 
HEADROOM (High 77”) 
 
HORNS (Dual electric) 
 
LETTERING 
“ELM CREEK PUBLIC SCHOOLS” in beltline, both sides of bus.  Bus number lettering 
included.  
 
LIGHT MONITOR 
16 unit light monitor at driver’s position displays the function of exterior lights. 
 
LIGHTS 
LED Clearance lights wired with headlights.  Step-well light operated by door switch.  Stop 
lights.  Tail lights.  Directional lights.  7” Back up lights.  Two (2) Side directional lights on each 
side of bus.  8 lamp hooded warning lights, working in conjunction with stop arm. Driver’s dome 
light with separate switch.  Dual row of dome lights for passengers with separate switch. 
 
MIRROR, INTERIOR 
6”x30” student mirror with 6”x30” adjustable plastic visor. 
Additional sun visor included above driver’s side window. 
 
MIRRORS, EXTERIOR 
Motorized remote-control Rosco split view review mirrors with Rosco crossover mirrors.   
All exterior mirrors heated and self-defrosting. 
 
PARCEL RACKS 
Interior tubular type with isle side padding.  Extend full length of bus, both sides. 
 
PRE-TRIP EXTERIOR LIGHT TEST: 
A momentary switch will start all exterior lights allowing driver to exit bus and verify function. 
 
PUSH OUT WINDOWS 
Two (2) per side of bus. 
 
 
 



REFLECTIVE TAPE PACKAGE 
Includes body sides, emergency exits, rear outline, front and rear bumpers, and “SCHOOL BUS” 
signs front and rear. 
 
ROOF HATCH 
Two (2) Roof mounted escape/vent hatches.  
 
RUBBER ISOLATORS 
Located between body and chassis in front cowl area and the rear body tie down area.   
An exclusive Blue Bird feature that provides for a quiet ride and reduces body wear.   
 
RUB RAILS 
Four (4) exterior side rub rails located at window level, seat level, floor level, and bottom of 
skirt.  Seat rail extends around rear corner radius both sides.  Sealed on top with bottom open for 
moisture drainage 
 
SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
2 Nebraska first aid kits 
1 dry chemical type fire extinguisher  
3 reflective triangles in container. 
1 body fluid clean up kit 
 
SAFETY SOLENOID SWITCH 
Single switch for complete shutdown of all heaters and radio at railroad crossings. 
 
SEAT, DRIVER’S 
American deluxe (air ride) high back cloth seat with tilt back, adjustable lumbar support, right 
and left side armrests and three point retractable driver’s shoulder harness. 
 
SEATS, PASSENGER 
Covered with gray fire block upholstery.   
 
SOUND SYSTEM 
AM/FM stereo with CD player, PA, and eight (8) interior roof mounted speakers. 
 
STOP ARM 
Power air operated stop arm with high intensity LED lights.    
 
STROBE LIGHT 
Includes switch and pilot light at driver’s position. 
 
UNDERCOATING 
Complete undercoating on all exposed undercarriage surfaces. 
 
UNDERSTORAGE LUGGAGE COMPARTMENTS 

1. Left side mid mount (22”H x 28”D x 97”L = 34.2 cu. ft.) 
2. Right side mid mount (22”H x 28”D x 97”L = 34.2 cu. ft.) 

Keyed locks included for all doors. 



VENTILATOR 
Static-type, non-closable 
 
WINDOWS 
Aluminum split sash safety plate side windows.   
All side and rear passenger windows tinted. 
 
WINDSHIELD 
Flat four-piece, fully tinted with top deep shaded band.  6” x 30” adjustable plexiglass sun visor 
on driver’s side.  
 
WINDSHIELD WIPERS 
All weather, electric, intermittent 2 speed heavy duty wet arm wipers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BLUE BIRD CHASSIS 
 
 
 
ALTERNATOR 
Leece/Neville 240 amp, 12 volt, negative ground. 
 
AXLES 
Front – 12,000 lb. (includes oil lubed hubs) 
Rear – 21,000 lb.  
Ratio – 5.29:1 
 
BATTERIES 
Triple (3) 12 volt, 2100 CCA located in enclosed battery compartment with sliding tray and 
access door. 
 
BRAKES 
Dual air brakes front and rear.  16.5” x 5” drum front and 16.5” x 7” drum rear brakes. Bendix 
AD-IP heated air dryer, gear driven compressor, automatic slack adjusters, heated automatic 
moisture ejector, and dust shields are all included.   
 
COOLING SYSTEM 
 ‘Long life’ coolant protected to –40 degrees.  Radiator mounted on rubber isolators for 
durability.  Low coolant sensor included to alert drive of low coolant. 
 
DRIVELINE 
Spicer SPL series-70 with protective guards and ‘Lubed for Life’ components. 
 
ENGINE 
Cummins ISB13 diesel in-line-6 cylinder  
200 Horsepower 
520 Foot lbs. torque 
750 watt Block heater 
Heated Fuel/water separator 
Electronic cruise control included 
 
EXHAUST 
Tailpipe extended through rear bumper to protect from damage in large road dips. 
 
 FUEL TANK 
60 gallon capacity safety mounted between frame rails behind rear axle.  
 
GVWR 
29,500 lbs. 
 
 
 
 



INSTRUMENTS AND GAUGES 
Speedometer; tachometer; voltmeter; fuel gauge; oil pressure gauge; coolant temperature gauge; 
high-low beam indicator; turn signal indicators; automatic transmission temperature gauge; hour 
meter; ammeter; dash mounted clock; low coolant level warning light; low oil pressure or high 
coolant temperature warning light and buzzer 
 
STEERING 
Ross TAS-55 with full power steering.  Gear driven hydraulic pump.  18” diameter, 2 spoke 
padded tilt – telescoping steering wheel.  50 degree wheel cut allows for the best 
maneuverability of any bus in its class. 
 
SUSPENSION 
Front – Soft ride parabolic springs (8500 lb. rating) 
Rear – Hendrickson ‘Air Ride’ (21,000 lb. rating) 
 
TIRES 
11R x 22.5 Hankook tubeless radials - Highway tread front, mud and snow tread rear. 
 
TRANSMISSION 
Allison PTS2500 5-speed overdrive, automatic,  ‘Transynd’ synthetic fluid is standard. 
 
WHEELBASE = 273” 
 
WHEELS 
10 stud disc, single front, dual rear, 22.5 x 8.25 rims 
 
WARRANTY – BLUE BIRD CHASSIS 
Blue Bird five (5) year/100,000 mile limited warranty. Warranty policy enclosed. 
 
WARRANTY – CUMMINS ENGINE 
Cummins five (5) year/100,000 miles 100% parts and labor warranty included. 
 
WARRANTY – ALLISON TRANSMISSION 
Allison five (5) year/unlimited mileage 100% parts and labor warranty included. 
 
WIRING 
‘State of the art’ multiplex wiring.  Easy service access to wiring terminal at driver’s dash. 
 
OTHER ITEMS INCLUDED: 
Tow hooks front and rear 
Aluminum strip at all floor seams 
Circuit breakers in lieu of fuses 
Dual cowl steps and handles 
Mud flaps front and rear 
Heater cut off valves in engine compartment 
Sealer used at all mating surfaces to prevent dust and moisture leakage into passenger 
compartment 
 



Article 6 INSTRUCTION Policy No. 6290 

 Page 1 of  1 

 
Instruction 
 
Dedications and Commencement 
 
Traditions are a cherished part of the community life and Elm Creek Public Schools expresses an 
interest in maintaining those traditions which have a significance to the community. The 
graduation ceremony is considered an extracurricular activity and participation in it is a 
privilege. 
 
Students with disabilities who have modified schedules may still participate in District 
graduation ceremonies provided they meet District graduation requirements or the requirements 
of their IEP or 504 plan and are not otherwise prohibited from participating for reasons not 
related to their disability. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date of Adoption: [Insert Date] 
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Transportation Committee Agenda 

MINUTES 
May 7, 2014 

Review of Bus Purchase Options 
 
Scrapping of the old bus:   
 
We have been fielding offers from other schools for parts off the '96 
bus.  Minden would like the used tires for $800.  Doniphan-Trumbell is 
interested in a few parts.  We will remove anything of value that has resale 
value and scrap the rest, unless a more lucrative offer comes in.  We believe 
the scrap metal salvage price will be a little over $2000.  We have plans to 
recover the diesel in the tank and scrap aluminum and copper separately.   
 
Bus Trade:   

A bus dealer was here Friday afternoon to make a trade-in offer on the '06 
bus that has been parked.  We have using the '96 bus instead.  The offer was 
$5000.  No one wants an International with a VT 365 engine.  

Mini Bus: 
 
We are resizing the capacity of mini bus for Golf and Cross country in order 
to make it acceptable to drive without a CDL.   
 
Transportation Costs 
 
 
Other: 
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Building and Grounds Committee Agenda 

MINUTES 
May 7, 2014 

CBI Lease Agreement: 

The UP Railroad lease agreement and contract with CBI to assume the 
lease.  Our lawyer has been working on the initial agreement sent to us CBI 
and has a few changes she would like to suggest.   

Grasshopper Mower 

Our Grasshopper mower has been delivered.  The brush attachment was not 
in at delivery time and will be here within a few weeks.   

 
Old Computers 
 
Almost all the old computers and other electronic items have been removed 
from storage and disposed of.  A pallet with 35 more was discover and will 
be disposed of within the next two weeks. 
 
Playgrounds: 
 
The preschool playground fencing is complete.  Thank you to Alec and 
Lance Bauer and to Davis Miner.    
 
Discussion continues on the new playground on the west side of the school.  
Fencing and bus plug-ins will be installed once school is out.   
 
Other:  We will be scheduling a buildings and grounds tour at the end of 
May.  
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