
Special Meeting
 
Wednesday, January 5, 2022 5:00 PM
Dorchester Public School Small Gymnasium 
506 W. 9th Street
Dorchester, NE 68343-0007
 
Notice of the time and place of the Dorchester Board of Education meeting was published in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the district. Newspapers of general circulation in the district include, but are not necessarily 
limited to, the Crete News, the Lincoln Journal Star, or the Omaha World-Herald. Notice is also posted in at least 
three prominent places within the school district which may include the following: Dorchester Public Schools, 
Farmers Coop, First State Bank, and the Village Office. Individual board members received in advance the 
meeting agenda and meeting materials.   Pursuant to Section 84-1412 of the Nebraska Statutes, the public is 
hereby informed that a current copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act is posted in the Board meeting boardroom.

Matthew Hansen:   Present   

Mike Hatfield:   Present   

Shelly Lehr:   Present   

Carol Schnell:   Present   

Kelli Schweitzer:   Present   

Steve Vyhnalek:   Present   

1. Call to Order

At 5:00 p.m. on January 5, 2022, the Dorchester Public Schools Board of Education convened a 
special meeting for the purpose of conducting a hearing on the consideration of the cancellation or 
continuation of the employment contract of Lute Brees.  Upon roll call, all members are present.

2. Announce Open Meeting Act Posting and Location

President Vyhnalek announced the Open Meeting Act posting and location.

3. Verification of Publication of Notice of Meeting

President Vyhnalek confirmed the advance notice to the public of the meeting and agenda.  

4. Conduct a hearing to consider the cancellation or continuation of the employment of Lute Brees

Conduct of the meeting was turned over to Josh Schauer, the attorney representing the board of 
education and serving as hearing officer for the hearing.  The board heard evidence concerning Mr. 
Brees’s employment. 

5. Deliberation on the proposed cancellation of the Lute Brees employment contract (possible closed 
session)



Motion to deliberate the matter of Mr. Brees's employment in closed session at 8:52 pm Passed with 
a motion by Matthew Hansen and a second by Shelly Lehr.

Matthew Hansen: Yea, Mike Hatfield: Yea, Shelly Lehr: Yea, Carol Schnell: Yea, Kelli Schweitzer: 
Yea, Steve Vyhnalek: Yea

Motion to come out of closed session at 10:40 p.m. Passed with a motion by Matthew Hansen and a 
second by Mike Hatfield.

Matthew Hansen: Yea, Mike Hatfield: Yea, Shelly Lehr: Yea, Carol Schnell: Yea, Kelli Schweitzer: 
Yea, Steve Vyhnalek: Yea

6. Take such action as is necessary to continue or cancel the contract of Lute Brees

A motion to adopt the Findings of Fact and Decision to cancel employment of Lute Brees Passed 
with a motion by Matthew Hansen and a second by Mike Hatfield.

Matthew Hansen: Yea, Mike Hatfield: Yea, Shelly Lehr: Yea, Carol Schnell: Yea, Kelli Schweitzer: 
Yea, Steve Vyhnalek: Yea

The board reassembled in open session.  Mr. Schauer read the proposed Findings of Fact and 
Decision to Cancel Employment which are attached to these minutes and made a part of these 
minutes. 

7. Adjournment

Motion to adjourn at 10:46 p.m. Passed with a motion by Carol Schnell and a second by Kelli 
Schweitzer.

Matthew Hansen: Yea, Mike Hatfield: Yea, Shelly Lehr: Yea, Carol Schnell: Yea, Kelli Schweitzer: 
Yea, Steve Vyhnalek: Yea

The meeting was adjourned.

Carol Schnell?(s) Carol Schnell, Secretary of the Board of Education
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