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205 

 

PRINCETON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

OPEN MEETINGS AND CLOSED MEETINGS 

 

I. PURPOSE 
 

A. The school board embraces the philosophy of openness in the conduct of its 

business, in the belief that openness produces better programs, more efficiency in 

administration of programs, and an organization more responsive to public 

interest and less susceptible to private interest.  The school board shall conduct its 

business under a presumption of openness.  At the same time, the school board 

recognizes and respects the privacy rights of individuals as provided by law.  The 

school board also recognizes that there are certain exceptions to the Minnesota 

Open Meeting Law as recognized in statute where it has been determined that, in 

limited circumstances, the public interest is best served by closing a meeting of 

the school board. 

 

B. The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines to assure the rights of the 

public to be present at school board meetings, while also protecting the 

individual’s rights to privacy under law, and to close meetings when the public 

interest so requires as recognized by law. 

 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

A. Except as otherwise expressly provided by statute, all meetings of the school 

board, including executive sessions, shall be open to the public. 

 

B. Meetings shall be closed only when expressly authorized by law. 

 

III. DEFINITION 
 

“Meeting” means a gathering of at least a quorum or more members of the school board, 

or quorum of a committee or subcommittee of school board members, at which members 

discuss, decide, or receive information as a group on issues relating to the official 

business of the school board.  The term does not include a chance or social gathering. 

 

IV. PROCEDURES 
 

A. Meetings 

 

1. Regular Meetings 

 

A schedule of the regular meetings of the school board shall be kept on 

file at its primary offices.  If the school board decides to hold a regular 

meeting at a time or place different from the time or place stated in its 

schedule, it shall give the same notice of the meeting as for a special 
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meeting. 

 

2. Special Meetings 

 

a. For a special meeting, the school board shall post written notice of 

the date, time, place, and purpose of the meeting on the principal 

bulletin board of the school district or on the door of the school 

board’s usual meeting room if there is no principal bulletin board.  

The school board’s actions at the special meeting are limited to 

those topics included in the notice. 

 

b. The notice shall also be mailed or otherwise delivered to each 

person who has filed a written request for notice of special 

meetings. 

 

c. This notice shall be posted and mailed or delivered at least three 

days before the date of the meeting.  As an alternative to mailing or 

otherwise delivering notice to persons who have filed a written 

request, the school board may publish the notice once, at least 

three days before the meeting, in the official newspaper of the 

school district or, if none, in a qualified newspaper of general 

circulation within the area of the school district. 

 

d. A person filing a request for notice of special meetings may limit 

the request to particular subjects, in which case the school board is 

required to send notice to that person only concerning those 

particular subjects. 

 

e. The school board will establish an expiration date on requests for 

notice of special meetings and require refiling once each year.  Not 

more than 60 days before the expiration date of request for notice, 

the school board shall send notice of the refiling requirement to 

each person who filed during the preceding year. 

 

3. Emergency Meetings 

 

a. An emergency meeting is a special meeting called because of 

circumstances that, in the judgment of the school board, require 

immediate consideration. 

 

 Note: While the statute leaves the question to the board of whether 

the circumstances require immediate consideration at an 

emergency meeting, the advisory opinions of the Commissioner of 

Administration would limit such meetings to responding to natural 

disasters or health epidemics caused by an event such as an 

accident or terrorist attack. 

 

b. If matters not directly related to the emergency are discussed or 
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acted upon, the minutes of the meeting shall include a specific 

description of those matters. 

 

c. The school board shall make good faith efforts to provide notice of 

the emergency meeting to each news medium that has filed a 

written request for notice if the request includes the news 

medium’s telephone number. 

 

d. Notice of the emergency meeting shall be given by telephone or 

any other method used to notify the members of the school board. 

 

e. Notice shall be provided to each news medium which has filed a 

written request for notice as soon as reasonably practicable after 

notice has been given to the school board members. 

 

f. Notice shall include the subject of the meeting. 

 

g. Posted or published notice of an emergency meeting shall not be 

required. 

 

h. The notice requirements for an emergency meeting as set forth in 

this policy shall supersede any other statutory notice requirement 

for a special meeting that is an emergency meeting. 

 

4. Recessed or Continued Meetings 

 

If a meeting is a recessed or continued session of a previous meeting, and 

the time and place of the meeting was established during the previous 

meeting and recorded in the minutes of that meeting, then no further 

published or mailed notice is necessary. 

 

5. Closed Meetings 

 

The notice requirements of the Minnesota Open Meeting Law apply to 

closed meetings. 

 

6. Actual Notice 

 

If a person receives actual notice of a meeting of the school board at least 

24 hours before the meeting, all notice requirements are satisfied with 

respect to that person, regardless of the method of receipt of notice. 

 

7. Health Pandemic or Declared Emergency 

 

In the event of a health pandemic or an emergency declared under Minn. 

Stat. Ch. 12, a meeting may be conducted by telephone or other electronic 

means in compliance with Minn. Stat. § 13D.021. 
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B. Votes 

 

The votes of school board members shall be recorded in a journal kept for that 

purpose, and the journal shall be available to the public during all normal business 

hours at the administrative offices of the school district. 

 

C. Written Materials 

 

1. In any open meeting, a copy of any printed materials, including electronic 

communications, relating to the agenda items prepared or distributed by 

the school board or its employees and distributed to or available to all 

school board members shall be available in the meeting room for 

inspection by the public while the school board considers their subject 

matter. 

 

2. This provision does not apply to materials not classified by law as public, 

or to materials relating to the agenda items of a closed meeting. 

 

D. Data 

 

1. Meetings may not be closed merely because the data to be discussed are 

not public data. 

 

2. Data that are not public data may be discussed at an open meeting if the 

disclosure relates to a matter within the scope of the school board’s 

authority and is reasonably necessary to conduct the business or agenda 

item before the school board. 

 

3. Data discussed at an open meeting retain the data’s original classification; 

however, a record of the meeting, regardless of form, shall be public. 

 

E. Closed Meetings 

 

1. Labor Negotiations Strategy 

 

a. The school board may, by a majority vote in a public meeting, 

decide to hold a closed meeting to consider strategy for labor 

negotiations, including negotiation strategies or developments or 

discussion and review of labor negotiation proposals. 

 

b. The time and place of the closed meeting shall be announced at the 

public meeting.  A written roll of school board members and all 

other persons present at the closed meeting shall be made available 

to the public after the closed meeting.  The proceedings shall be 

tape recorded, and the tape recording shall be preserved for two 

years after the contract discussed at the meeting is signed.  The 

recording shall be made available to the public after all labor 

contracts are signed by the school board for the current budget 
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period. 

 

2. Sessions Closed by Bureau of Mediation Services 

 

All negotiations, mediation sessions, and hearings between the school 

board and its employees or their respective representatives are public 

meetings. These meetings may be closed only by the Commissioner of the 

Bureau of Mediation Services (BMS).  The use of recording devices, 

stenographic records, or other recording methods are prohibited in 

mediation meetings closed by the BMS. 

 

3. Preliminary Consideration of Charges 

 

The school board shall close one or more meetings for preliminary 

consideration of allegations or charges against an individual subject to its 

authority.  If the school board members conclude that discipline of any 

nature may be warranted as a result of those specific charges or 

allegations, further meetings or hearings relating to those specific charges 

or allegations held after that conclusion is reached must be open.  A 

meeting must also be open at the request of the individual who is the 

subject of the meeting.  A closed meeting must be electronically recorded 

at the expense of the school district, and the recording must be preserved 

for at least three years after the date of the meeting.  The recording is not 

available to the public. 

 

4. Performance Evaluations 

 

The school board may close a meeting to evaluate the performance of an 

individual who is subject to its authority.  The school board shall identify 

the individual to be evaluated prior to closing a meeting.  At its next open 

meeting, the school board shall summarize its conclusions regarding the 

evaluation.  A meeting must be open at the request of the individual who 

is the subject of the meeting.  A closed meeting must be electronically 

recorded at the expense of the school district, and the recording must be 

preserved for at least three years after the date of the meeting.  The 

recording is not available to the public. 

 

5. Attorney-Client Meeting 

 

A meeting may be closed if permitted by the attorney-client privilege.  

Attorney-client privilege applies when litigation is imminent or 

threatened, or when the school board needs advice above the level of 

general legal advice, i.e., regarding specific acts and their legal 

consequences.  A meeting may be closed to seek legal advice concerning 

litigation strategy, but the mere threat that litigation might be a 

consequence of deciding a matter one way or another does not, by itself, 

justify closing the meeting.  The motion to close the meeting must 

specifically describe the matter to be discussed at the closed meeting, 
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subject to relevant privacy and confidentiality considerations under state 

and federal law.  The law does not require that such a meeting be 

recorded. 

 

6. Dismissal Hearing 

 

a. A hearing on the dismissal of a licensed teacher shall be public or 

private at the teacher’s discretion.  A hearing regarding placement 

of teachers on unrequested leave of absence shall be public. 

 

b. A hearing on dismissal of a student pursuant to the Pupil Fair 

Dismissal Act shall be closed unless the pupil, parent or guardian 

requests an open hearing. 

 

c. To the extent a teacher or student dismissal hearing is held before 

the school board and is closed, the closed meeting must be 

electronically recorded at the expense of the school district, and the 

recording must be preserved for at least three years after the date of 

the meeting.  The recording is not available to the public. 

 

7. Coaches; Opportunity to Respond 

 

a. If the school board has declined to renew the coaching contract of 

a licensed or non-licensed head varsity coach, it must notify the 

coach within 14 days of that decision. 

 

b. If the coach requests the reasons for the nonrenewal, the school 

board must give the coach the reasons in writing within 10 days of 

receiving the request. 

 

c. On the request of the coach, the school board must provide the 

coach with a reasonable opportunity to respond to the reasons at a 

school board meeting. 

 

d. The meeting may be open or closed at the election of the coach 

unless the meeting is closed as required by Minn. Stat. § 13D.05, 

Subd. 2, to discuss educational or certain other nonpublic data. 

 

e. A closed meeting must be electronically recorded at the expense of 

the school district, and the recording must be preserved for at least 

three years after the date of the meeting.  The recording is not 

available to the public. 

 

8. Meetings to Discuss Certain Non Public Data 

 

Any portion of a meeting must be closed if the following types of data are 

discussed: 
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a. data that would identify alleged victims or reporters of criminal 

sexual conduct, domestic abuse, or maltreatment of minors or 

vulnerable adults; 

 

b. active investigative data collected or created by a law enforcement 

agency; 

 

c. educational data, health data, medical data, welfare data, or mental 

health data that are not public data; or 

 

d. an individual’s personal medical records. 

 

   e. A closed meeting must be electronically recorded at the expense of 

the school district, and the recording must be preserved for at least 

three years after the date of the meeting.  The recording is not 

available to the public. 

 

9. Purchase and Sale of Property 

 

a. The school board may close a meeting: 

 

(1) to determine the asking price for real or personal property 

to be sold by the school district; 

 

(2) to review confidential or nonpublic appraisal data; and 

 

(3) to develop or consider offers or counteroffers for the 

purchase or sale of real or personal property. 

 

b. Before closing the meeting, the school board must identify on the 

record the particular real or personal property that is the subject of 

the closed meeting. 

 

c. The closed meeting must be tape recorded at the expense of the 

school district.  The tape must be preserved for eight years after the 

date of the meeting and be made available to the public after all 

real or personal property discussed at the meeting has been 

purchased or sold or the school board has abandoned the purchase 

or sale.  The real or personal property that is the subject of the 

closed meeting must be specifically identified on the tape.  A list 

of school board members and all other persons present at the 

closed meeting must be made available to the public after the 

closed meeting. 

 

d. An agreement reached that is based on an offer considered at a 

closed meeting is contingent on its approval by the school board at 

an open meeting.  The actual purchase or sale must be approved at 

an open meeting and the purchase price or sale price is public data. 
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10. Security Matters 

 

a. The school board may close a meeting to receive security briefings 

and reports, to discuss issues related to security systems, to discuss 

emergency response procedures, and to discuss security 

deficiencies in or recommendations regarding public services, 

infrastructure, and facilities, if disclosure of the information 

discussed would pose a danger to public safety or compromise 

security procedures or responses. 

 

b. Financial issues related to security matters must be discussed and 

all related financial decisions must be made at an open meeting. 

 

c. Before closing a meeting, the school board must refer to the 

facilities, systems, procedures, services, or infrastructures to be 

considered during the closed meeting. 

 

d. The closed meeting must be tape recorded at the expense of the 

school district and the recording must be preserved for at least four 

years. 

 

11. Other Meetings 

 

Other meetings shall be closed as provided by law, except as provided 

above.  A closed meeting must be electronically recorded at the expense of 

the school district, and the recording must be preserved for at least three 

years after the date of the meeting.  The recording is not available to the 

public. 

 

F. Procedures for Closing a Meeting 

 

The school board shall provide notice of a closed meeting just as for an open 

meeting.  A school board meeting may be closed only after a majority vote at a 

public meeting.  Before closing a meeting, the school board shall state on the 

record the specific authority permitting the meeting to be closed and shall 

describe the subject to be discussed. 

 

 

Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act) 

Minn. Stat. Ch. 13D (Open Meeting Law) 

Minn. Stat. § 121A.47, Subd. 5 (Student Dismissal Hearing) 

Minn. Stat. § 122A.33, Subd. 3 (Coaches; Opportunity to Respond) 

Minn. Stat. § 122A.40, Subd. 14 (Teacher Discharge Hearing) 

Minn. Stat. § 179A.14, Subd. 3 (Labor Negotiations) 

Minn. Rules Ch. 5510 (Bureau of Mediation Services) 

Brown v. Cannon Falls Township, 723 N.W.2d 31 (Minn. App. 2006) 

Brainerd Daily Dispatch v. Dehen, 693 N.W.2d 435 (Minn. App. 2005) 

9



 205-9 

The Free Press v. County of Blue Earth, 677 N.W.2d 471 (Minn. App. 

2004) 

Prior Lake American v. Mader, 642 N.W.2d 729 (Minn. 2002) 

Star Tribune v. Board of Education, Special School District No. 1, 507 

N.W.2d 869 (Minn. App. 1993) 

Minnesota Daily v. University of Minnesota, 432 N.W.2d 189 (Minn. App. 

1988) 

Moberg v. Independent School District No. 281, 336 N.W.2d 510 (Minn. 

1983) 

Sovereign v. Dunn, 498 N.W.2d 62 (Minn. App. 1993), rev. denied. 

(Minn. 1993) 

Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 12-004 (March 8, 2012) 

Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 11-004 (April 18, 2011) 

Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 10-020 (September 23, 2010) 

Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 09-020 (September 8, 2009)  

Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 08-015 (July 9, 2008) 

Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 06-027 (September 28, 2006)  

Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 04-004 (February 3, 2004) 

 

Cross References: Princeton Policy 204 (School Board Meeting Minutes) 

Princeton Policy 206 (Public Participation in School Board 

Meetings/Complaints about Persons at School Board Meetings and Data 

Privacy Considerations) 

Princeton Policy 207 (Public Hearings) 

Princeton Policy 406 (Public and Private Personnel Data) 

Princeton Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records) 

MSBA Service Manual, Chapter 13, School Law Bulletin “C” 

(Minnesota’s Open Meeting Law) 
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Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 205 
Orig. 1995 

Revised:                                Rev. 2012 2014 
 
 
205 OPEN MEETINGS AND CLOSED MEETINGS 
 

[Note: The provisions of this policy accurately reflect the Open Meeting Law statute 
and are not discretionary in nature.  It does not address meetings held by interactive 
television pursuant to the 1997 legislation.  The statute should be reviewed with legal 
counsel prior to such meetings.] 

 
I. PURPOSE 
 

A. The school board embraces the philosophy of openness in the conduct of its 
business, in the belief that openness produces better programs, more efficiency in 
administration of programs, and an organization more responsive to public 
interest and less susceptible to private interest.  The school board shall conduct its 
business under a presumption of openness.  At the same time, the school board 
recognizes and respects the privacy rights of individuals as provided by law.  The 
school board also recognizes that there are certain exceptions to the Minnesota 
Open Meeting Law as recognized in statute where it has been determined that, in 
limited circumstances, the public interest is best served by closing a meeting of 
the school board. 

 
B. The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines to assure the rights of the 

public to be present at school board meetings, while also protecting the 
individual’s rights to privacy under law, and to close meetings when the public 
interest so requires as recognized by law. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

A. Except as otherwise expressly provided by statute, all meetings of the school 
board, including executive sessions, shall be open to the public. 

 
B. Meetings shall be closed only when expressly authorized by law. 

 
III. DEFINITION 
 

“Meeting” means a gathering of at least a quorum or more members of the school board, 
or quorum of a committee or subcommittee of school board members, at which members 
discuss, decide, or receive information as a group on issues relating to the official 
business of the school board.  The term does not include a chance or social gathering or 
the use of social media by members of a public body so long as the social media use is 
limited to exchanges with all members of the general public.  For purposes of the Open 
Meeting Law, social media does not include e-mail. 

 
IV. PROCEDURES 
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A. Meetings 

 
1. Regular Meetings 

 
A schedule of the regular meetings of the school board shall be kept on 
file at its primary offices.  If the school board decides to hold a regular 
meeting at a time or place different from the time or place stated in its 
schedule, it shall give the same notice of the meeting as for a special 
meeting. 

 
2. Special Meetings 

 
a. For a special meeting, the school board shall post written notice of 

the date, time, place, and purpose of the meeting on the principal 
bulletin board of the school district or on the door of the school 
board’s usual meeting room if there is no principal bulletin board.  
The school board’s actions at the special meeting are limited to 
those topics included in the notice. 

 
b. The notice shall also be mailed or otherwise delivered to each 

person who has filed a written request for notice of special 
meetings. 

 
c. This notice shall be posted and mailed or delivered at least three 

days before the date of the meeting.  As an alternative to mailing or 
otherwise delivering notice to persons who have filed a written 
request, the school board may publish the notice once, at least 
three days before the meeting, in the official newspaper of the 
school district or, if none, in a qualified newspaper of general 
circulation within the area of the school district. 

 
d. A person filing a request for notice of special meetings may limit 

the request to particular subjects, in which case the school board is 
required to send notice to that person only concerning those 
particular subjects. 

 
e. The school board will establish an expiration date on requests for 

notice of special meetings and require refiling once each year.  Not 
more than 60 days before the expiration date of request for notice, 
the school board shall send notice of the refiling requirement to 
each person who filed during the preceding year. 

 
3. Emergency Meetings 

 
a. An emergency meeting is a special meeting called because of 

circumstances that, in the judgment of the school board, require 
immediate consideration. 

12



 205-3 

 
[Note: While the statute leaves the question to the board of whether the 
circumstances require immediate consideration at an emergency 
meeting, the advisory opinions of the Commissioner of Administration 
would limit such meetings to responding to natural disasters or health 
epidemics caused by an event such as an accident or terrorist attack.] 

 
b. If matters not directly related to the emergency are discussed or 

acted upon, the minutes of the meeting shall include a specific 
description of those matters. 

 
c. The school board shall make good faith efforts to provide notice of 

the emergency meeting to each news medium that has filed a 
written request for notice if the request includes the news 
medium’s telephone number. 

 
d. Notice of the emergency meeting shall be given by telephone or 

any other method used to notify the members of the school board. 
 

e. Notice shall be provided to each news medium which has filed a 
written request for notice as soon as reasonably practicable after 
notice has been given to the school board members. 

 
f. Notice shall include the subject of the meeting. 

 
g. Posted or published notice of an emergency meeting shall not be 

required. 
 

h. The notice requirements for an emergency meeting as set forth in 
this policy shall supersede any other statutory notice requirement 
for a special meeting that is an emergency meeting. 

 
4. Recessed or Continued Meetings 

 
If a meeting is a recessed or continued session of a previous meeting, and 
the time and place of the meeting was established during the previous 
meeting and recorded in the minutes of that meeting, then no further 
published or mailed notice is necessary. 

 
5. Closed Meetings 

 
The notice requirements of the Minnesota Open Meeting Law apply to 
closed meetings. 

 
6. Actual Notice 

 
If a person receives actual notice of a meeting of the school board at least 
24 hours before the meeting, all notice requirements are satisfied with 
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respect to that person, regardless of the method of receipt of notice. 
 

7. Health Pandemic or Declared Emergency 
 

In the event of a health pandemic or an emergency declared under Minn. 
Stat. Ch. 12, a meeting may be conducted by telephone or other electronic 
means in compliance with Minn. Stat. § 13D.021. 

 
B. Votes 

 
The votes of school board members shall be recorded in a journal kept for that 
purpose, and the journal shall be available to the public during all normal business 
hours at the administrative offices of the school district. 

 
C. Written Materials 

 
1. In any open meeting, a copy of any printed materials, including electronic 

communications, relating to the agenda items prepared or distributed by 
the school board or its employees and distributed to or available to all 
school board members shall be available in the meeting room for 
inspection by the public while the school board considers their subject 
matter. 

 
2. This provision does not apply to materials not classified by law as public, 

or to materials relating to the agenda items of a closed meeting. 
 

D. Data 
 

1. Meetings may not be closed merely because the data to be discussed are 
not public data. 

 
2. Data that are not public data may be discussed at an open meeting if the 

disclosure relates to a matter within the scope of the school board’s 
authority and is reasonably necessary to conduct the business or agenda 
item before the school board. 

 
3. Data discussed at an open meeting retain the data’s original classification; 

however, a record of the meeting, regardless of form, shall be public. 
 

E. Closed Meetings 
 

1. Labor Negotiations Strategy 
 

a. The school board may, by a majority vote in a public meeting, 
decide to hold a closed meeting to consider strategy for labor 
negotiations, including negotiation strategies or developments or 
discussion and review of labor negotiation proposals. 
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b. The time and place of the closed meeting shall be announced at the 
public meeting.  A written roll of school board members and all 
other persons present at the closed meeting shall be made available 
to the public after the closed meeting.  The proceedings shall be 
tape recorded, and the tape recording shall be preserved for two 
years after the contract discussed at the meeting is signed.  The 
recording shall be made available to the public after all labor 
contracts are signed by the school board for the current budget 
period. 

 
2. Sessions Closed by Bureau of Mediation Services 

 
All negotiations, mediation sessions, and hearings between the school 
board and its employees or their respective representatives are public 
meetings. These meetings may be closed only by the Commissioner of the 
Bureau of Mediation Services (BMS). The use of recording devices, 
stenographic records, or other recording methods is prohibited in 
mediation meetings closed by the BMS. 

 
3. Preliminary Consideration of Charges 

 
The school board shall close one or more meetings for preliminary 
consideration of allegations or charges against an individual subject to its 
authority.  If the school board members conclude that discipline of any 
nature may be warranted as a result of those specific charges or 
allegations, further meetings or hearings relating to those specific charges 
or allegations held after that conclusion is reached must be open.  A 
meeting must also be open at the request of the individual who is the 
subject of the meeting.  A closed meeting must be electronically recorded 
at the expense of the school district, and the recording must be preserved 
for at least three years after the date of the meeting.  The recording is not 
available to the public. 

 
4. Performance Evaluations 

 
The school board may close a meeting to evaluate the performance of an 
individual who is subject to its authority.  The school board shall identify 
the individual to be evaluated prior to closing a meeting.  At its next open 
meeting, the school board shall summarize its conclusions regarding the 
evaluation.  A meeting must be open at the request of the individual who 
is the subject of the meeting.  A closed meeting must be electronically 
recorded at the expense of the school district, and the recording must be 
preserved for at least three years after the date of the meeting.  The 
recording is not available to the public. 

 
5. Attorney-Client Meeting 

 
A meeting may be closed if permitted by the attorney-client privilege.  
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Attorney-client privilege applies when litigation is imminent or 
threatened, or when the school board needs advice above the level of 
general legal advice, i.e., regarding specific acts and their legal 
consequences.  A meeting may be closed to seek legal advice concerning 
litigation strategy, but the mere threat that litigation might be a 
consequence of deciding a matter one way or another does not, by itself, 
justify closing the meeting.  The motion to close the meeting must 
specifically describe the matter to be discussed at the closed meeting, 
subject to relevant privacy and confidentiality considerations under state 
and federal law.  The law does not require that such a meeting be 
recorded. 

 
6. Dismissal Hearing 

 
a. A hearing on the dismissal of a licensed teacher shall be public or 

private at the teacher’s discretion.  A hearing regarding placement 
of teachers on unrequested leave of absence shall be public. 

 
b. A hearing on dismissal of a student pursuant to the Pupil Fair 

Dismissal Act shall be closed unless the pupil, parent or guardian 
requests an open hearing. 

 
c. To the extent a teacher or student dismissal hearing is held before 

the school board and is closed, the closed meeting must be 
electronically recorded at the expense of the school district, and the 
recording must be preserved for at least three years after the date of 
the meeting.  The recording is not available to the public. 

 
7. Coaches; Opportunity to Respond 

 
a. If the school board has declined to renew the coaching contract of 

a licensed or nonlicensed head varsity coach, it must notify the 
coach within 14 days of that decision. 

 
b. If the coach requests the reasons for the nonrenewal, the school 

board must give the coach the reasons in writing within 10 days of 
receiving the request. 

 
c. On the request of the coach, the school board must provide the 

coach with a reasonable opportunity to respond to the reasons at a 
school board meeting. 

 
d. The meeting may be open or closed at the election of the coach 

unless the meeting is closed as required by Minn. Stat. § 13D.05, 
Subd. 2, to discuss educational or certain other nonpublic data. 

 
e. A closed meeting must be electronically recorded at the expense of 

the school district, and the recording must be preserved for at least 
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three years after the date of the meeting.  The recording is not 
available to the public. 

 
8. Meetings to Discuss Certain Not Public Data 

 
Any portion of a meeting must be closed if the following types of data are 
discussed: 

 
a. data that would identify alleged victims or reporters of criminal 

sexual conduct, domestic abuse, or maltreatment of minors or 
vulnerable adults; 

 
b. active investigative data collected or created by a law enforcement 

agency; 
 

c. educational data, health data, medical data, welfare data, or mental 
health data that are not public data; or 

 
d. an individual’s personal medical records. 

 
   e. A closed meeting must be electronically recorded at the expense of 

the school district, and the recording must be preserved for at least 
three years after the date of the meeting.  The recording is not 
available to the public. 

 
9. Purchase and Sale of Property 

 
a. The school board may close a meeting: 

 
(1) to determine the asking price for real or personal property 

to be sold by the school district; 
 
(2) to review confidential or nonpublic appraisal data; and 
 
(3) to develop or consider offers or counteroffers for the 

purchase or sale of real or personal property. 
 

b. Before closing the meeting, the school board must identify on the 
record the particular real or personal property that is the subject of 
the closed meeting. 

 
c. The closed meeting must be tape recorded at the expense of the 

school district.  The tape must be preserved for eight years after the 
date of the meeting and be made available to the public after all 
real or personal property discussed at the meeting has been 
purchased or sold or the school board has abandoned the purchase 
or sale.  The real or personal property that is the subject of the 
closed meeting must be specifically identified on the tape.  A list 
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of school board members and all other persons present at the 
closed meeting must be made available to the public after the 
closed meeting. 

 
d. An agreement reached that is based on an offer considered at a 

closed meeting is contingent on its approval by the school board at 
an open meeting.  The actual purchase or sale must be approved at 
an open meeting and the purchase price or sale price is public data. 

 
10. Security Matters 

 
a. The school board may close a meeting to receive security briefings 

and reports, to discuss issues related to security systems, to discuss 
emergency response procedures, and to discuss security 
deficiencies in or recommendations regarding public services, 
infrastructure, and facilities, if disclosure of the information 
discussed would pose a danger to public safety or compromise 
security procedures or responses. 

 
b. Financial issues related to security matters must be discussed and 

all related financial decisions must be made at an open meeting. 
 

c. Before closing a meeting, the school board must refer to the 
facilities, systems, procedures, services, or infrastructures to be 
considered during the closed meeting. 

 
d. The closed meeting must be tape recorded at the expense of the 

school district and the recording must be preserved for at least four 
years. 

 
11. Other Meetings 

 
Other meetings shall be closed as provided by law, except as provided 
above.  A closed meeting must be electronically recorded at the expense of 
the school district, and the recording must be preserved for at least three 
years after the date of the meeting.  The recording is not available to the 
public. 

 
F. Procedures for Closing a Meeting 

 
The school board shall provide notice of a closed meeting just as for an open 
meeting.  A school board meeting may be closed only after a majority vote at a 
public meeting.  Before closing a meeting, the school board shall state on the 
record the specific authority permitting the meeting to be closed and shall 
describe the subject to be discussed. 

 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act) 
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Minn. Stat. Ch. 13D (Open Meeting Law) 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.47, Subd. 5 (Student Dismissal Hearing) 
Minn. Stat. § 122A.33, Subd. 3 (Coaches; Opportunity to Respond) 
Minn. Stat. § 122A.40, Subd. 14 (Teacher Discharge Hearing) 
Minn. Stat. § 179A.14, Subd. 3 (Labor Negotiations) 
Minn. Rules Part 5510.2810 (Bureau of Mediation Services) 
Brown v. Cannon Falls Township, 723 N.W.2d 31 (Minn. App. 2006) 
Brainerd Daily Dispatch v. Dehen, 693 N.W.2d 435 (Minn. App. 2005) 
The Free Press v. County of Blue Earth, 677 N.W.2d 471 (Minn. App. 
2004) 
Prior Lake American v. Mader, 642 N.W.2d 729 (Minn. 2002) 
Star Tribune v. Board of Education, Special School District No. 1, 507 
N.W.2d 869 (Minn. App. 1993) 
Minnesota Daily v. University of Minnesota, 432 N.W.2d 189 (Minn. App. 
1988) 
Moberg v. Independent School District No. 281, 336 N.W.2d 510 (Minn. 
1983) 
Sovereign v. Dunn, 498 N.W.2d 62 (Minn. App. 1993), rev. denied. 
(Minn. 1993) 
Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 12-004 (March 8, 2012) 
Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 11-004 (April 18, 2011) 
Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 10-020 (September 23, 2010) 
Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 09-020 (September 8, 2009) 
Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 08-015 (July 9, 2008) 
Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 06-027 (September 28, 2006) 
Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 04-004 (February 3, 2004) 

 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 204 (School Board Meeting Minutes) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 206 (Public Participation in School Board 
Meetings/Complaints about Persons at School Board Meetings and Data 
Privacy Considerations) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 207 (Public Hearings) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 406 (Public and Private Personnel Data) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil 
Records) 
MSBA Service Manual, Chapter 13, School Law Bulletin “C” 
(Minnesota’s Open Meeting Law) 
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PRINCETON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

IN SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS / COMPLAINTS 

ABOUT PERSONS AT SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS 

AND DATA PRIVACY CONSIDERATIONS 
 

 

 

I. PURPOSE 
 

A. The school board recognizes the value of participation by the public in 

deliberations and decisions on school district matters.  At the same time, the 

school board recognizes the importance of conducting orderly and efficient 

proceedings, with opportunity for expression of all participants’ respective views. 

 

B. The purpose of this policy is to provide procedures to assure open and orderly 

public discussion as well as to protect the due process and privacy rights of 

individuals under the law. 

 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

A. It is the policy of the school board to encourage discussion by citizens of subjects 

related to the management of the school district at school board meetings.  The 

school board may adopt reasonable time, place and manner restrictions on public 

expression in order to facilitate free discussion by all interested parties. 

 

B. The school board shall, as a matter of policy, protect the legal rights to privacy 

and due process of employees and students. 

 

III. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. “Personnel data” means data on individuals collected because the individual is or 

was an employee or applicant for employment.  For purposes of this policy, 

“employee” includes a volunteer or an independent contractor. 

 

B. Personnel data on current and former employees that is “public” includes: 

 

Name; employee identification number, which must not be the social security 

number; actual gross salary; salary range; contract fees; actual gross pension; the 

value and nature of employer paid fringe benefits; the basis for and the amount of 

any added remuneration, including expense reimbursement, in addition to salary; 

bargaining unit; job title; job description; education and training background; 
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previous work experience; date of first and last employment; the existence and 

status of any complaints or charges against the employee, regardless of whether 

the complaint or charge resulted in a disciplinary action; the final disposition of 

any disciplinary action together with the specific reasons for the action and data 

documenting the basis of the action, excluding data that would identify 

confidential sources who are employees of the public body; the terms of any 

agreement settling any dispute arising out of the employment relationship, 

including a superintendent buyout agreement, except that the agreement must 

include specific reasons for the agreement if it involves the payment of more than 

$10,000 of public money; work location; a work telephone number; badge 

number; honors and awards received; and payroll time sheets or other comparable 

data that are only used to account for employee’s work time for payroll purposes, 

except to the extent that release of time sheet data would reveal the employee’s 

reasons for the use of sick or other medical leave or other not public data. 

 

C. Personnel data on current and former applicants for employment that is “public” 

includes: 

 

Veteran status; relevant test scores; rank on eligible list; job history; education 

and training; and work availability.  Names of applicants shall be private data 

except when certified as eligible for appointment to a vacancy or when applicants 

are considered by the appointing authority to be finalists for a position in public 

employment.  For purposes of this subdivision, “finalist” means an individual 

who is selected to be interviewed by the appointing authority prior to selection. 

 

D. “Educational data” means data maintained by the school district which relates to a 

student. 

 

E. “Student” means an individual currently or formerly enrolled or registered in the 

school district, or applicants for enrollment, or individuals who receive shared 

time services. 

 

F. Data about applicants for appointments to a public body, including a school 

board, collected by the school district as a result of the applicant’s application for 

appointment to the public body are private data on individuals, except that the 

following are public:  name; city of residence, except where the appointment has a 

residency requirement that requires the entire address to be public; education and 

training; employment history; volunteer work; awards and honors; and prior 

government service.  Once an individual has been appointed to a public body, the 

following additional items of data are public:  residential address and either a 

telephone number or electronic mail address where the appointee can be reached, 

or both at the request of the appointee; provided, however, any electronic mail 

address or telephone number provided by a public body for use by an appointee 

shall be public.  An appointee may use an electronic mail address or telephone 

number provided by the public body as the designated electronic mail address or 

telephone number at which the appointee can be reached. 
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IV. RIGHTS TO PRIVACY 
 

A. School district employees have a legal right to privacy related to matters which 

may come before the school board, including, but not limited to, the following: 

 

1. right to a private hearing for teachers, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 122A.40, 

Subd. 14 (Teachers Discharge Hearing);  

 

2. right to privacy of personnel data as provided by Minn. Stat. § 13.43 

(Personnel Data); 

 

3. right to consideration by the school board of certain data treated as not 

public as provided in Minn. Stat. § 13D.05 (Not Public Data); 

 

4. right to a private hearing for licensed or nonlicensed head varsity coaches 

to discuss reasons for nonrenewal of a coaching contract pursuant to Minn. 

Stat. § 122A.33, Subd. 3. 

 

B. School district students have a legal right to privacy related to matters which may 

come before the school board, including, but not limited to, the following: 

 

1. right to a private hearing, Minn. Stat. § 121A.47, Subd. 5 (Student 

Dismissal Hearing); 

 

2. right to privacy of educational data, Minn. Stat. § 13.32  (Educational 

Data); 20 U.S.C. § 1232g (FERPA); 

 

3. right to privacy of complaints as provided by child abuse reporting and 

discrimination laws, Minn. Stat. § 626.556 (Reporting of Maltreatment of 

Minors) and Minn. Stat. Ch. 363A (Minnesota Human Rights Act). 

 

V. THE PUBLIC’S OPPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD 
 

The school board will strive to give all citizens of the school district an opportunity to be 

heard and to have complaints considered and evaluated, within the limits of the law and 

this policy and subject to reasonable time, place, and manner restrictions.  Among the 

rights available to the public is the right to access public data as provided by Minn. Stat. 

§ 13.43, Subd. 2 (Public Data). 

 

VI. PROCEDURES 
 

A. Agenda Items 

 

1. Citizens who wish to have a subject discussed at a public school board 

meeting are encouraged to notify the superintendent’s office in advance of 
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the school board meeting.  The citizen should provide his or her name, 

address, the name of group represented (if any), and the subject to be 

covered or the issue to be addressed. 

 

2. Citizens who wish to address the school board on a particular subject 

should identify the subject and identify agenda item(s) to which their 

comments pertain. 

 

3. The school board chair will recognize one speaker at a time, and will rule 

out of order other speakers who are not recognized.  Only those speakers 

recognized by the chair will be allowed to speak.  Comments by others are 

out of order.  Individuals who interfere with or interrupt speakers, the 

school board, or the proceedings may be directed to leave. 

 

4. The school board retains the discretion to limit discussion of any agenda 

item to a reasonable period of time as determined by the school board.  If a 

group or organization wishes to address the school board on a topic, the 

school board reserves the right to require designation of one or more 

representatives or spokespersons to speak on behalf of the group or 

organization. 

 

5. Matters proposed for placement on the agenda which may involve data 

privacy concerns, which may involve preliminary allegations, or which 

may be potentially libelous or slanderous in nature shall not be considered 

in public, but shall be processed as determined by the school board in 

accordance with governing law. 

 

6. The school board chair shall promptly rule out of order any discussion by 

any person, including school board members, that would violate the 

provisions of state or federal law, this policy or the statutory rights of 

privacy of an individual. 

 

7. Personal attacks by anyone addressing the school board are unacceptable. 

Persistence in such remarks by an individual shall terminate that person’s 

privilege to address the school board. 

 

8. Depending upon the number of persons in attendance seeking to be heard, 

the school board reserves the right to impose such other limitations and 

restrictions as necessary in order to provide an orderly, efficient and fair 

opportunity for those present to be heard. 

 

B. Complaints 

 

1. Routine complaints about a teacher or other employee should first be 

directed to that teacher or employee or to the employee’s immediate 

supervisor. 
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2. If the complaint is against an employee relating to child abuse, 

discrimination, racial, religious, or sexual harassment, or other activities 

involving an intimidating atmosphere, the complaint should be directed to 

the employee’s supervisor or other official as designated in the school 

district policy governing that kind of complaint.  In the absence of a 

designated person, the matter should be referred to the superintendent. 

 

3. Unresolved complaints from Paragraph 1. of this section or problems 

concerning the school district should be directed to the superintendent’s 

office. 

 

4. Complaints which are unresolved at the superintendent’s level may be 

brought before the school board by notifying the school board in writing. 

 

C. Open Forum 

 

The school board shall normally provide a specified period of time where citizens 

may address the school board on any topic, subject to the limitations of this 

policy.  The school board reserves the right to allocate a specific period of time 

for this purpose and limit time for speakers accordingly. 

 

The school board may decide to hold certain types of public meetings where the 

public will not be invited to address the school board.  Possible examples are 

work sessions and board retreats.  The public will still be entitled to notice of 

these meetings and will be allowed to attend these meetings, but the public will 

not be allotted time during the meeting to address the board. 

 

VII. PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION OF DATA PRIVACY 
 

A. The school district is liable for damages, costs and attorneys’ fees, and in the 

event of a willful violation, punitive damages for violation of state data privacy 

laws.  (Minn. Stat. § 13.08, Subd. 1) 

 

B. A person who willfully violates data privacy is guilty of a misdemeanor.  (Minn. 

Stat. § 13.09) 

 

C. In the case of an employee, willful violation constitutes just cause for suspension 

without pay or dismissal.  (Minn. Stat. § 13.09) 

 

 

Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act) 

Minn. Stat. § 13.601, Subd. 3 (Applicants for Appointment) 

Minn. Stat. § 13D.05 (Open Meeting Law) 

Minn. Stat. § 121A.47, Subd. 5 (Student Dismissal Hearing) 

Minn. Stat. § 122A.33, Subd. 3 (Coaches; Opportunity to Respond) 
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Minn. Stat. § 122A.40, Subd. 14 (Teacher Discharge Hearing) 

Minn. Stat. § 122A.44 (Contracting with Teachers) 

Minn. Stat. § 123B.02, Subd. 14 (Employees; Contracts for Services) 

Minn. Stat. Ch. 363A (Minnesota Human Rights Act) 

Minn. Stat. § 626.556 (Reporting of Maltreatment of Minors) 

20 U.S.C. § 1232g (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act) 

Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. No. 852 (July 14, 2006) 

 

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 205 (Open Meetings and Closed Meetings) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 207 (Public Hearings) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 406 (Public and Private Personnel Data) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil 

Records) 

MSBA Service Manual, Chapter 13, School Law Bulletin “C” 

(Minnesota’s Open Meeting Law) 

MSBA Service Manual, Chapter 13, School Law Bulletin “I” (School 

Records – Privacy – Access to Data) 

 

 

 

Adopted:  May 13, 2003 

Revised:  May 25, 2010 

Revised: January 8, 2013 
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Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 206 
Orig. 1995 

Revised:                                Rev. 2011 2014 
 
 
206 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS/COMPLAINTS 

ABOUT PERSONS AT SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS AND DATA PRIVACY 
CONSIDERATIONS 

 
 
I. PURPOSE 
 

A. The school board recognizes the value of participation by the public in 
deliberations and decisions on school district matters.  At the same time, the 
school board recognizes the importance of conducting orderly and efficient 
proceedings, with opportunity for expression of all participants’ respective views. 

 
B. The purpose of this policy is to provide procedures to assure open and orderly 

public discussion as well as to protect the due process and privacy rights of 
individuals under the law. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

A. The policy of the school board is to encourage discussion by citizens of subjects 
related to the management of the school district at school board meetings.  The 
school board may adopt reasonable time, place, and manner restrictions on public 
expression in order to facilitate free discussion by all interested parties. 

 
B. The school board shall, as a matter of policy, protect the legal rights to privacy 

and due process of employees and students. 
 
III. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. “Personnel data” means government data on individuals maintained because the 
individual is or was an employee or applicant for employment.  For purposes of 
this policy, “employee” includes a volunteer or an independent contractor. 

 
B. Personnel data on current and former employees that is “public” includes: 

 
Name; employee identification number, which must not be the employee’s social 
security number; actual gross salary; salary range; terms and conditions of 
employment relationship; contract fees; actual gross pension; the value and nature 
of employer paid fringe benefits; the basis for and the amount of any added 
remuneration, including expense reimbursement, in addition to salary; bargaining 
unit; job title; job description; education and training background; previous work 
experience; date of first and last employment; the existence and status of any 
complaints or charges against the employee, regardless of whether the complaint 
or charge resulted in a disciplinary action; the final disposition of any disciplinary 
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action as defined in Minn. Stat. § 13.43, Subd. 2(b), together with the specific 
reasons for the action and data documenting the basis of the action, excluding data 
that would identify confidential sources who are employees of the public body; 
the terms of any agreement settling any dispute arising out of the employment 
relationship, including a superintendent buyout agreement, except that the 
agreement must include specific reasons for the agreement if it involves the 
payment of more than $10,000 of public money; work location; a work telephone 
number; badge number; work-related continuing education; honors and awards 
received; and payroll time sheets or other comparable data that are only used to 
account for employee’s work time for payroll purposes, except to the extent that 
release of time sheet data would reveal the employee’s reasons for the use of sick 
or other medical leave or other not public data. 

 
C. Personnel data on current and former applicants for employment that is “public” 

includes: 
 

Veteran status; relevant test scores; rank on eligible list; job history; education 
and training; and work availability.  Names of applicants shall be private data 
except when certified as eligible for appointment to a vacancy or when applicants 
are considered by the appointing authority to be finalists for a position in public 
employment.  For purposes of this subdivision, “finalist” means an individual 
who is selected to be interviewed by the appointing authority prior to selection. 

 
D. “Educational data” means data maintained by the school district which relates to a 

student. 
 

E. “Student” means an individual currently or formerly enrolled or registered in the 
school district, or applicants for enrollment, or individuals who receive shared 
time services. 

 
F. Data about applicants for appointments to a public body, including a school 

board, collected by the school district as a result of the applicant’s application for 
appointment to the public body are private data on individuals, except that the 
following are public:  name; city of residence, except where the appointment has a 
residency requirement that requires the entire address to be public; education and 
training; employment history; volunteer work; awards and honors; prior 
government service; and any data required to be provided or that is voluntarily 
provided in an application to a multimember agency pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 
15.0597.  Once an individual has been appointed to a public body, the following 
additional items of data are public:  residential address and either a telephone 
number or electronic mail address where the appointee can be reached, or both at 
the request of the appointee; provided, however, any electronic mail address or 
telephone number provided by a public body for use by an appointee shall be 
public.  An appointee may use an electronic mail address or telephone number 
provided by the public body as the designated electronic mail address or 
telephone number at which the appointee can be reached. 

 
IV. RIGHTS TO PRIVACY 
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A. School district employees have a legal right to privacy related to matters which 

may come before the school board, including, but not limited to, the following: 
 

1. right to a private hearing for teachers, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 122A.40, 
Subd. 14 (Teachers Discharge Hearing);  

 
2. right to privacy of personnel data as provided by Minn. Stat. § 13.43 

(Personnel Data); 
 

3. right to consideration by the school board of certain data treated as not 
public as provided in Minn. Stat. § 13D.05 (Not Public Data); 

 
4. right to a private hearing for licensed or nonlicensed head varsity coaches 

to discuss reasons for nonrenewal of a coaching contract pursuant to Minn. 
Stat. § 122A.33, Subd. 3. 

 
B. School district students have a legal right to privacy related to matters which may 

come before the school board, including, but not limited to, the following: 
 

1. right to a private hearing, Minn. Stat. § 121A.47, Subd. 5 (Student 
Dismissal Hearing); 

 
2. right to privacy of educational data, Minn. Stat. § 13.32  (Educational 

Data); 20 U.S.C. § 1232g (FERPA); 
 

3. right to privacy of complaints as provided by child abuse reporting and 
discrimination laws, Minn. Stat. § 626.556 (Reporting of Maltreatment of 
Minors) and Minn. Stat. Ch. 363A (Minnesota Human Rights Act). 

 
V. THE PUBLIC’S OPPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD 
 

The school board will strive to give all citizens of the school district an opportunity to be 
heard and to have complaints considered and evaluated, within the limits of the law and 
this policy and subject to reasonable time, place, and manner restrictions.  Among the 
rights available to the public is the right to access public data as provided by Minn. Stat. 
§ 13.43, Subd. 2 (Public Data). 

 
VI. PROCEDURES 
 

A. Agenda Items 
 

1. Citizens who wish to have a subject discussed at a public school board 
meeting are encouraged to notify the superintendent’s office in advance of 
the school board meeting.  The citizen should provide his or her name, 
address, the name of group represented (if any), and the subject to be 
covered or the issue to be addressed. 
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2. Citizens who wish to address the school board on a particular subject 
should identify the subject and identify agenda item(s) to which their 
comments pertain. 

 
3. The school board chair will recognize one speaker at a time, and will rule 

out of order other speakers who are not recognized.  Only those speakers 
recognized by the chair will be allowed to speak.  Comments by others are 
out of order.  Individuals who interfere with or interrupt speakers, the 
school board, or the proceedings may be directed to leave. 

 
4. The school board retains the discretion to limit discussion of any agenda 

item to a reasonable period of time as determined by the school board.  If a 
group or organization wishes to address the school board on a topic, the 
school board reserves the right to require designation of one or more 
representatives or spokespersons to speak on behalf of the group or 
organization. 

 
5. Matters proposed for placement on the agenda which may involve data 

privacy concerns, which may involve preliminary allegations, or which 
may be potentially libelous or slanderous in nature shall not be considered 
in public, but shall be processed as determined by the school board in 
accordance with governing law. 

 
6. The school board chair shall promptly rule out of order any discussion by 

any person, including school board members, that would violate the 
provisions of state or federal law, this policy or the statutory rights of 
privacy of an individual. 

 
7. Personal attacks by anyone addressing the school board are unacceptable. 

Persistence in such remarks by an individual shall terminate that person’s 
privilege to address the school board. 

 
8. Depending upon the number of persons in attendance seeking to be heard, 

the school board reserves the right to impose such other limitations and 
restrictions as necessary in order to provide an orderly, efficient, and fair 
opportunity for those present to be heard. 

 
B. Complaints 

 
1. Routine complaints about a teacher or other employee should first be 

directed to that teacher or employee or to the employee’s immediate 
supervisor. 

 
2. If the complaint is against an employee relating to child abuse, 

discrimination, racial, religious, or sexual harassment, or other activities 
involving an intimidating atmosphere, the complaint should be directed to 
the employee’s supervisor or other official as designated in the school 
district policy governing that kind of complaint.  In the absence of a 
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designated person, the matter should be referred to the superintendent. 
 

3. Unresolved complaints from Paragraph 1. of this section or problems 
concerning the school district should be directed to the superintendent’s 
office. 

 
4. Complaints which are unresolved at the superintendent’s level may be 

brought before the school board by notifying the school board in writing. 
 

C. Open Forum 
 

The school board shall normally provide a specified period of time when citizens 
may address the school board on any topic, subject to the limitations of this 
policy.  The school board reserves the right to allocate a specific period of time 
for this purpose and limit time for speakers accordingly. 

 
The school board may decide to hold certain types of public meetings where the 
public will not be invited to address the school board.  Possible examples are 
work sessions and board retreats.  The public will still be entitled to notice of 
these meetings and will be allowed to attend these meetings, but the public will 
not be allotted time during the meeting to address the board. 

 
D. No Board Action at Same Meeting 
 

Except as determined by the school board to be necessary or in an emergency, the 
school board will not take action at the same meeting on an item raised for the 
first time by the public. 

 
VII. PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION OF DATA PRIVACY 
 

A. The school district is liable for damages, costs and attorneys’ fees, and, in the 
event of a willful violation, punitive damages for violation of state data privacy 
laws.  (Minn. Stat. § 13.08, Subd. 1) 

 
B. A person who willfully violates data privacy or whose conduct constitutes the 

knowing unauthorized acquisition of not public data is guilty of a misdemeanor.  
(Minn. Stat. § 13.09) 

 
C. In the case of an employee, willful violation of the Minnesota data practices law, 

Chapter 13, and any rules adopted thereunder, including any action subject to a 
criminal penalty, constitutes just cause for suspension without pay or dismissal.  
(Minn. Stat. § 13.09) 

 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act) 

Minn. Stat. § 13.601, Subd. 3 (Applicants for Appointment) 
Minn. Stat. § 13D.05 (Open Meeting Law) 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.47, Subd. 5 (Student Dismissal Hearing) 
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Minn. Stat. § 122A.33, Subd. 3 (Coaches; Opportunity to Respond) 
Minn. Stat. § 122A.40, Subd. 14 (Teacher Discharge Hearing) 
Minn. Stat. § 122A.44 (Contracting with Teachers) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.02, Subd. 14 (Employees; Contracts for Services) 
Minn. Stat. Ch. 363A (Minnesota Human Rights Act) 
Minn. Stat. § 626.556 (Reporting of Maltreatment of Minors) 
20 U.S.C. § 1232g (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act) 
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 852 (July 14, 2006) 

 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 205 (Open Meetings and Closed Meetings) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 207 (Public Hearings) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 406 (Public and Private Personnel Data) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil 
Records) 
MSBA Service Manual, Chapter 13, School Law Bulletin “C” 
(Minnesota’s Open Meeting Law) 
MSBA Service Manual, Chapter 13, School Law Bulletin “I” (School 
Records – Privacy – Access to Data) 
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207 

 

PRINCETON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

 

I. PURPOSE 
 

The school board recognizes the importance of obtaining public input on matters properly 

before the school board.  The purpose of this policy is to establish procedures to 

efficiently receive public input. 

 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

In order for the school board to efficiently receive public input on matters properly before 

the school board, the procedures set forth in this policy are established by the school 

board. 

 

III. PROCEDURES 

 

A. Public Hearings 

 

Public hearings are required by law to be held concerning certain issues, including 

but not limited to, school closings (Minn. Stat. § 123B.51), education district 

establishment (Minn. Stat. § 123A.15), and agreements for secondary education 

(Minn. Stat. § 123A.30).  Additionally, other public hearings may be held by the 

school board on school district matters at the discretion of the school board. 

 

B. Notice of Public Hearings 

 

Public notice of a public hearing required by law shall be given as provided by the 

enabling legislation.  Public notice of other hearings shall be given in the manner 

required for a regular meeting if held in conjunction with a regular meeting, in the 

manner required for a special meeting if held in conjunction with a special 

meeting, or as otherwise determined by the school board. 

 

C. Public Participation 

 

  The school board retains the right to require that those in attendance at a public 

hearing indicate their desire to address the school board and complete and file 

with the clerk of the school board an appropriate request card prior to the 

commencement of the hearing if the school board utilizes this procedure.   In that 

case, any request to address the school board after the commencement of the 

hearing will be granted only at the discretion of the school board. 

 

1. Format of Request:  If required by the school board, a written request of 

an individual or a group to address the school board shall contain the name 
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and address of the person or group seeking to address the school board.  It 

shall also contain the name of the group represented, if any, and a brief 

statement of the subject to be covered or the issue to be addressed. 

 

2. Time Limitation:  The school board retains the discretion to limit the time 

for each presentation as needs dictate. 

 

3. Groups:  The school board retains the discretion to require that any group 

of persons who desire to address the school board designate one 

representative or spokesperson.   In the event that the school board 

requires the designation of a representative or spokesperson, no other 

person in the group will be recognized to address the school board, except 

as otherwise determined by the school board. 

 

4. Privilege to Speak:  A school board member should direct any remarks or 

questions through the chair.  Only those speakers recognized by the chair 

will be allowed to speak.  Comments by others are out of order.  

Individuals who interfere with or interrupt speakers, the school board, or 

the proceedings may be directed to leave. 

 

5. Personal Attacks:  Personal attacks by anyone addressing the school board 

are unacceptable. Persistence in such remarks by an individual shall 

terminate that person’s privilege to address the school board. 

 

6. Limitations on Participation:  Depending upon the number of persons in 

attendance seeking to be heard, the school board reserves the right to 

impose such other limitations and restrictions as necessary in order to 

provide an orderly, efficient, and fair opportunity for those present to be 

heard. 

 

 

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 123A.15 (Education District Establishment) 

Minn. Stat. § 123A.30 (Agreements for Secondary Education) 

Minn. Stat. § 123B.51 (School Closings) 

 

Cross References: Princeton Policy 206 (Public Participation in School Board 

Meetings/Complaints about Persons at School Board Meetings and Data 

Privacy Considerations) 
 

Adopted:  February 11, 2003 

Revised:  November 23, 2010 
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Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 207 
Orig. 1995 

Revised:                                Rev. 1999 2009 
 
 
207 PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The school board recognizes the importance of obtaining public input on matters properly 
before the school board.  The purpose of this policy is to establish procedures to 
efficiently receive public input. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

In order for the school board to efficiently receive public input on matters properly before 
the school board, the procedures set forth in this policy are established by the school 
board. 

 
III. PROCEDURES 
 

A. Public Hearings 
 

Public hearings are required by law to be held concerning certain issues, including 
but not limited to, school closings (Minn. Stat. § 123B.51), truth in taxation 
(Minn. Stat. § 275.065), education district establishment (Minn. Stat. § 123A.15), 
and agreements for secondary education (Minn. Stat. § 123A.30).  Additionally, 
other public hearings may be held by the school board on school district matters at 
the discretion of the school board. 

 
B. Notice of Public Hearings 

 
Public notice of a public hearing required by law shall be given as provided by the 
enabling legislation.  Public notice of other hearings shall be given in the manner 
required for a regular meeting if held in conjunction with a regular meeting, in the 
manner required for a special meeting if held in conjunction with a special 
meeting, or as otherwise determined by the school board. 

 
C. Public Participation 

 
  The school board retains the right to require that those in attendance at a public 

hearing indicate their desire to address the school board and complete and file 
with the clerk of the school board an appropriate request card prior to the 
commencement of the hearing if the school board utilizes this procedure.   In that 
case, any request to address the school board after the commencement of the 
hearing will be granted only at the discretion of the school board. 
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1. Format of Request:  If required by the school board, a written request of 
an individual or a group to address the school board shall contain the name 
and address of the person or group seeking to address the school board.  It 
shall also contain the name of the group represented, if any, and a brief 
statement of the subject to be covered or the issue to be addressed. 

 
2. Time Limitation:  The school board retains the discretion to limit the time 

for each presentation as needs dictate. 
 

3. Groups:  The school board retains the discretion to require that any group 
of persons who desire to address the school board designate one 
representative or spokesperson.   In the event that the school board 
requires the designation of a representative or spokesperson, no other 
person in the group will be recognized to address the school board, except 
as otherwise determined by the school board. 

 
4. Privilege to Speak:  A school board member should direct any remarks or 

questions through the chair.  Only those speakers recognized by the chair 
will be allowed to speak.  Comments by others are out of order.  
Individuals who interfere with or interrupt speakers, the school board, or 
the proceedings may be directed to leave. 

 
5. Personal Attacks:  Personal attacks by anyone addressing the school board 

are unacceptable. Persistence in such remarks by an individual shall 
terminate that person’s privilege to address the school board. 

 
6. Limitations on Participation:  Depending upon the number of persons in 

attendance seeking to be heard, the school board reserves the right to 
impose such other limitations and restrictions as necessary in order to 
provide an orderly, efficient, and fair opportunity for those present to be 
heard. 

 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 123A.15 (Education District Establishment) 

Minn. Stat. § 123A.30 (Agreements for Secondary Education) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.51 (School Closings) 
Minn. Stat. § 275.065 (Truth and Taxation) 

 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 206 (Public Participation in School Board 

Meetings/Complaints about Persons at School Board Meetings and Data 
Privacy Considerations) 
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214 

 

PRINCETON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

OUT-OF-STATE TRAVEL BY SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS 
 

 

I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to control out-of-state travel by school board members as 

required by law. 

 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

School board members have an obligation to become informed on the proper duties and 

functions of a school board member, to become familiar with issues that may affect the 

school district, to acquire a basic understanding of school finance and budgeting, and to 

acquire sufficient knowledge to comply with federal, state, and local laws, rules, 

regulations, and school district policies that relate to their functions as school board 

members.  Occasionally, it may be appropriate for school board members to travel out of 

state to fulfill their obligations. 

 

III. APPROPRIATE TRAVEL 
 

Travel outside the state is appropriate when the school board finds it proper for school 

board members to acquire knowledge and information necessary to allow them to carry 

out their responsibilities as school board members.  Travel to regional or national 

meetings of the National School Boards Association is presumed to fulfill this purpose.  

Travel to other out-of-state meetings for which the member intends to seek 

reimbursement from the school district should be preapproved by the school board. 

 

*School board members will be allowed to attend one National Conference per term of 

service. 

 

IV. REIMBURSABLE EXPENSES 
 

Expenses to be reimbursed may include transportation, meals, lodging, registration fees, 

required materials, parking fees, tips, and other reasonable and necessary school district-

related expenses. 

 

V. REIMBURSEMENT 
 

A. Requests for reimbursement must be itemized on the official school district form 

and are to be submitted to the designated administrator.  Receipts for lodging, 

commercial transportation, registration, and other reasonable and necessary 

expenses must be attached to the reimbursement form. 
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B. Automobile travel shall be reimbursed at the mileage rate set by the school board.  

Commercial transportation shall reflect economy fares and shall be reimbursed 

only for the actual cost of the trip. 

 

 C. Amounts to be reimbursed shall be within the school board’s approved budget 

allocations, including attendance at workshops and conventions. 

 

VI. ESTABLISHMENT OF DIRECTIVES AND GUIDELINES 
 

The superintendent shall develop a schedule of reimbursement rates for school district 

business expenses, including those expenses requiring advance approval and specific 

rates of reimbursement.  The superintendent shall also develop directives and guidelines 

to address methods and times for submission of requests for reimbursement (refer to 

Princeton Policy 412.1). 

 

 

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 123B.09, Subd. 2 (School Board Member Training) 

   Minn. Stat. § 471.661 (Out-of-State Travel) 

   Minn. Stat. § 471.665 (Mileage Allowances) 

   Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 1035 (Aug. 23, 1999) (Retreat Expenses) 

   Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 161b-12 (Aug. 4, 1997) (Transportation Expenses) 

 

Cross References: Princeton Policy 212 (School Board Member Development) 

   Princeton Policy 412 (Expense Reimbursement) 

   Princeton Policy 412.1 (Employee Travel & Related Expenses) 

 

Adopted:  February 14, 2006 

Revised:  October 27, 2009 

Revised:  November 23, 2010 

Reviewed:  November 8, 2011 

                Reviewed: June 11, 2012 

                Reviewed: June 12, 2013 

Reviewed: January 20, 2015 
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Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 214 
Orig. 2005 

Revised:                                Rev. 2009 
 
 
214 OUT-OF-STATE TRAVEL BY SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS 
 

[Note:  School districts are required by statute to have adopted adopt a policy 
addressing this issue by January 1, 2006.] 

 
I. PURPOSE 

 
The purpose of this policy is to control out-of-state travel by school board members as 
required by law. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

School board members have an obligation to become informed on the proper duties and 
functions of a school board member, to become familiar with issues that may affect the 
school district, to acquire a basic understanding of school finance and budgeting, and to 
acquire sufficient knowledge to comply with federal, state, and local laws, rules, 
regulations, and school district policies that relate to their functions as school board 
members.  Occasionally, it may be appropriate for school board members to travel out of 
state to fulfill their obligations. 

 
III. APPROPRIATE TRAVEL 
 

Travel outside the state is appropriate when the school board finds it proper for school 
board members to acquire knowledge and information necessary to allow them to carry 
out their responsibilities as school board members.  Travel to regional or national 
meetings of the National School Boards Association is presumed to fulfill this purpose.  
Travel to other out-of-state meetings for which the member intends to seek 
reimbursement from the school district should be preapproved by the school board. 

 
IV. REIMBURSABLE EXPENSES 
 

Expenses to be reimbursed may include transportation, meals, lodging, registration fees, 
required materials, parking fees, tips, and other reasonable and necessary school district-
related expenses. 

 
V. REIMBURSEMENT 
 

A. Requests for reimbursement must be itemized on the official school district form 
and are to be submitted to the designated administrator.  Receipts for lodging, 
commercial transportation, registration, and other reasonable and necessary 
expenses must be attached to the reimbursement form. 
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B. Automobile travel shall be reimbursed at the mileage rate set by the school board.  
Commercial transportation shall reflect economy fares and shall be reimbursed 
only for the actual cost of the trip. 

 
 C. Amounts to be reimbursed shall be within the school board’s approved budget 

allocations, including attendance at workshops and conventions. 
 
VI. ESTABLISHMENT OF DIRECTIVES AND GUIDELINES 
 

The superintendent shall develop a schedule of reimbursement rates for school district 
business expenses, including those expenses requiring advance approval and specific 
rates of reimbursement.  The superintendent shall also develop directives and guidelines 
to address methods and times for submission of requests for reimbursement. 

 
VII. ANNUAL REVIEW 
 

This policy must be annually reviewed by the school board. 
 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 123B.09, Subd. 2 (School Board Member Training) 
   Minn. Stat. § 471.661 (Out-of-State Travel) 
   Minn. Stat. § 471.665 (Mileage Allowances) 
   Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 1035 (Aug. 23, 1999) (Retreat Expenses) 
   Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 161b-12 (Aug. 4, 1997) (Transportation Expenses) 
 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 212 (School Board Member Development) 
   MSBA/MASA Model Policy 412 (Expense Reimbursement) 
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Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 427 

Orig. 2015 

Revised:                                 
 

 

427 WORKLOAD LIMITS FOR CERTAIN SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS  
 

[Note:  School districts are required by Minn. Rule 3525.2340, Subp. 4.B., to have a 

policy for determining the workload limits of special education staff who provide 

services to students who receive direct special education services 60 percent or less of the 

instructional day.]  

 

[Note:  Minn. Stat. § 179A.07, Subd. 1, of the Public Employers Labor Relations Act 

(PELRA) provides that a public employer is not required to meet and negotiate on 

matters of inherent managerial policy. Matters of inherent managerial policy include, 

but are not limited to, the organizational structure, selection of personnel, and direction 

and number of personnel. MSBA’s position is that this policy is not a mandatory subject 

of bargaining.  School districts, therefore, are cautioned to not relinquish their inherent 

managerial right to determine workload limits for special education teachers.] 

 

I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to establish general parameters for determining the workload 

limits of special education staff who provide services to children with disabilities receiving 

direct special education services 60 percent or less of the instructional day. 

 

II. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. Special Education Staff; Special Education Teacher 

 

“Special education staff” and “special education teacher” both mean a teacher 

employed by the school district who is licensed under the rules of the Minnesota 

Board of Teaching to instruct children with specific disabling conditions. 

 

B. Direct Services 

 

“Direct services” means special education services provided by a special education 

teacher when the services are related to instruction, including cooperative teaching. 

 

C. Indirect Services 

 

 “Indirect services” means special education services provided by a special 

education teacher which include ongoing progress reviews; cooperative planning; 

consultation; demonstration teaching; modification and adaptation of the 

environment, curriculum, materials, or equipment; and direct contact with children 

with disabilities to monitor and observe. 
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D. Workload 

 

“Workload” means a special education teacher’s total number of minutes required 

for all due process responsibilities, including direct and indirect services, 

evaluation and reevaluation time, management of individualized education 

programs (IEPs), travel time, parental contact, and other services required in the 

IEPs. 

 

III. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

A. Workload limits for special education teachers shall be determined by the 

appropriate special education administrator, in consultation with the building 

principal and the superintendent. 

 

B. In determining workload limits for special education staff, the school district shall 

take into consideration the following factors: student contact minutes, evaluation 

and reevaluation time, indirect services, management of IEPs, travel time, and 

other services required in the IEPs of eligible students. 

 

IV. COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT UNAFFECTED 

 

This policy shall not be construed as a reopening of negotiations between the school 

district and the special education teachers’ exclusive representative, nor shall it be 

construed to alter or limit in any way the managerial rights or other authority of the school 

district set forth in the Public Employers Labor Relations Act or in the collective 

bargaining agreement between the school district and the special education teachers’ 

exclusive representative. 

 

 

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 179A.07, Subd. 1 (Inherent Managerial Policy) 

  Minn. Rule 3525.0210, Subps. 14, 27, 44, and 49 (Definitions of “Direct 

Services,” “Indirect Services,” “Teacher,” and “Workload”) 

Minn. Rule 3525.2340, Subp. 4.B. (Case Loads for School-Age 

Educational Service Alternatives) 

 

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 508 (Extended School Year for Certain 

Students with Individualized Education Programs) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 608 (Instructional Services – Special 

Education) 
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PRINCETON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Substitute (Casual and Long-Term), Homebound Teachers, and 
Classified Staff Employment

LICENSED STAFF

Casual Substitutes

The expectation is that teachers are responsible to use the substitute software program for 
securing the services of substitute teachers.  All substitutes employed by the school district are 
required to have valid short call or teaching certificates.

Each sub will work and be paid a minimum of one-half day. The rate of pay for casual 
substitutes is $115.00 per day; $125.00 per day for District No. 477 retirees.

Long-Term Substitutes

Long-term substitute teachers who are employed in the same teaching position for more than 30 
consecutive working days in any calendar year shall be paid in accordance with the provisions of 
the Master Agreement.

Homebound Teachers

The selection of homebound teachers shall be the responsibility of the respective building 
principals.

Salary shall be paid at the rate established in negotiations.  There shall be remuneration paid for 
mileage to and from the student’s home.

CLASSIFIED STAFF
Substitutes
The rate of pay for all SUBSTITUTES for classified employees shall be $.25 less per hour than 
the lowest starting salary.
Part-Time Positions
Employees working in a PART-TIME POSITION with less than the number of hours necessary 
for consideration in a collective bargaining unit shall be paid the same rate per hour as the 
lowest starting salary within the respective unit. 

                                                                   
   Adopted:  July 27, 1982
Revised:  August 17, 1993
Revised:  August 26, 1997

Revised:  April 27, 1999
                                                                                                           Revised:  January 9, 2001

Revised:  February 26, 2002
                                                                                                           Revised:  September 13, 2005 

Revised:  November 10, 2008
Reviewed:  December 21, 2010

Revised: April 23, 2013

498-142
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PRINCETON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION / COMPENSATION 
 

 

 

I. Purpose 

 

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance for the district in providing 

proper incentives and improvement of employee morale through district 

recognition of staff. 

 

II. General Statement of Policy 

 

A. The school district shall provide recognition awards for employees for 

exemplary work or effort and/or years of service whenever fiscally 

possible. This form of in-kind compensation shall include, but is not 

limited to, recognition meals, plaques and similar awards. It shall not 

include cash payment of any kind. 

B. The district, through the School Board, shall declare its intent to provide 

this recognition prior to the beginning of each school year. This 

declaration shall include a description of the types of incentives and the 

date they will be delivered. It is expected that the district will determine a 

list of priorities for each of the incentive types. 

C. The district shall be fiscally responsible in determining the level of 

incentive for recognition that will be provided each year. The district 

priorities will guide decisions in making the determinations.  

D. Nothing in this policy sets a precedent for the presence or absence of 

recognition awards on a year-to-year basis. 

E. The funding source for employee recognition events and/or items will 

come from district vending machine revenue. 

 

III. Definitions 

 

A. Recognition means the acknowledgement of exemplary work or effort 

and/or years of service. 

B. In-kind compensation is this policy refers to methods of recognition the 

district will use to recognize exemplary work or effort and/or years of 

service. This form of compensation shall include, but is not limited to, 

recognition meals, plaques, pins, medals, certificates and similar awards. 

It shall not include cash payment of any kind. 

 

 

Independent School District #477 Adopted:  January 13, 2004 

Princeton, Minnesota  55371 
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PRINCETON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

SCHOOL WEAPONS 

 

I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to assure a safe school environment for students, staff and 

the public. 

 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

No student or nonstudent, including adults and visitors, shall possess, use or distribute a 

weapon when in a school location except as provided in this policy.  The school district 

will act to enforce this policy and to discipline or take appropriate action against any 

student, teacher, administrator, school employee, volunteer, or member of the public who 

violates this policy. 

 

III. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. “Weapon” 

 

1. A “weapon” means any object, device or instrument designed as a weapon 

or through its use is capable of threatening or producing bodily harm or 

which may be used to inflict self-injury including, but not limited to, any 

firearm, whether loaded or unloaded; airguns; pellet guns; BB guns; all 

knives; blades; clubs; metal knuckles; numchucks; throwing stars; 

explosives; fireworks; mace and other propellants; stunguns; ammunition; 

poisons; chains; arrows; and objects that have been modified to serve as a 

weapon. 

 

2. No person shall possess, use or distribute any object, device or instrument 

having the appearance of a weapon and such objects, devices or 

instruments shall be treated as weapons including, but not limited to, 

weapons listed above which are broken or non-functional, look-alike guns; 

toy guns; and any object that is a facsimile of a real weapon. 

 

3. No person shall use articles designed for other purposes (i.e., lasers or 

laser pointers, belts, combs, pencils, files, scissors, etc.), to inflict bodily 

harm and/or intimidate and such use will be treated as the possession and 

use of a weapon. 

 

B. “School Location” includes  any school building or grounds, whether leased, 

rented, owned or controlled by the school, locations of school activities or trips, 

bus stops, school buses or school vehicles, school-contracted vehicles, the area of 

entrance or departure from school premises or events, all locations where school-

related functions are conducted, and anywhere students are under the jurisdiction 

of the school district. 
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C. “Possession” means having a weapon on one’s person or in an area subject to 

one’s control in a school location. 

 

IV. EXCEPTIONS 
 

A. A student who finds a weapon on the way to school or in a school location, or a 

student who discovers that he or she accidentally has a weapon in his or her 

possession, and takes the weapon immediately to the principal’s office shall not 

be considered to possess a weapon.  If it would be impractical or dangerous to 

take the weapon to the principal’s office, a student shall not be considered to 

possess a weapon if he or she immediately turns the weapon over to an 

administrator, teacher or head coach or immediately notifies an administrator, 

teacher or head coach of the weapon’s location. 

 

B. It shall not be a violation of this policy if a nonstudent falls within one of the 

following categories: 

 

1. licensed peace officers, military personnel, or students or nonstudents 

participating in military training, who are on duty performing official 

duties; 

 

2. persons authorized to carry a pistol under Minn. Stat., Section 624.714, 

while in a motor vehicle or outside of a motor vehicle for the purpose of 

directly placing a firearm in, or retrieving it from, the trunk or rear area of 

the vehicle; 

 

3. persons who keep or store in a motor vehicle pistols in accordance with 

Minn. Stat., Sections 624.714 or 624.715, or other firearms in accordance 

with Section 97B.045; 

 

a. Section 624.714 specifies procedures and standards for obtaining 

pistol permits and penalties for the failure to do so.  Section 

624.715 defines an exception to the pistol permit requirements for 

“antique firearms which are carried or possessed as curiosities or 

for their historical significance or value.” 

 

b. Section 97B.045 generally provides that a firearm may not be 

transported in a motor vehicle unless it is (1) unloaded and in a gun 

case without any portion of the firearm exposed; (2) unloaded and 

in the closed trunk; or (3) a handgun carried in compliance with 

Sections 624.714 and 624.715. 

 

4. firearm safety or marksmanship courses or activities for students or 

nonstudents conducted on school property; 

 

5. possession of dangerous weapons, BB guns, or replica firearms by a 

ceremonial color guard; 
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6. a gun or knife show held on school property; 

 

7. possession of dangerous weapons, BB guns, or replica firearms with 

written permission of the principal or other person having general control 

and supervision of the school or the director of a child care center; or 

 

8. persons who are on unimproved property owned or leased by a child care 

center, school or school district unless the person knows that a student is 

currently present on the land for a school-related activity. 

 

C. Policy Application to Instructional Equipment/Tools 

 

While the school district takes a firm “Zero Tolerance” position on the 

possession, use or distribution of weapons by students, and a similar position with 

regard to nonstudents, such a position is not meant to interfere with instruction or 

the use of appropriate equipment and tools by students or nonstudents.  Such 

equipment and tools, when properly possessed, used and stored, shall not be 

considered in violation of the rule against the possession, use or distribution of 

weapons.  However, when authorized instructional and work equipment and tools 

are used in a potentially dangerous or threatening manner, such possession and 

use will be treated as the possession and use of a weapon. 

 

D. Firearms in School Parking Lots and Parking Facilities 

 

A school district may not prohibit the lawful carry or possession of firearms in a 

school parking lot or parking facility.  For purposes of this policy, the “lawful” 

carry or possession of a firearm in a school parking lot or parking facility is 

specifically limited to nonstudent permit-holders authorized under Minn. Stat., 

Section 624.714, to carry a pistol in the interior of a vehicle or outside the motor 

vehicle for the purpose of directly placing a firearm in, or retrieving it from, the 

trunk or rear area of the vehicle.  Any possession or carry of a firearm beyond the 

immediate vicinity of a permit-holder’s vehicle shall constitute a violation of this 

policy. 

 

V. CONSEQUENCES FOR STUDENT WEAPON POSSESSION / USE / 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

A. The school district takes a position of “Zero Tolerance” in regard to the 

possession, use or distribution of weapons by students.  Consequently, the 

minimum consequence for students possessing, using or distributing weapons 

shall include: 

 

1. immediate out-of-school suspension; 

 

2. confiscation of the weapon; 

 

3. immediate notification of police; 
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4. parent or guardian notification; and 

 

5. recommendation to the superintendent of dismissal for a period of time not 

to exceed one year. 

 

B. Pursuant to Minnesota law, a student who brings a firearm, as defined by federal 

law, to school will be expelled for at least one year.  The school board may 

modify this requirement on a case-by-case basis. 

 

C. Administrative Discretion 

 

While the school district takes a “Zero Tolerance” position on the possession, use 

or distribution of weapons by students, the superintendent may use discretion in 

determining whether, under the circumstances, a course of action other than the 

minimum consequences specified above is warranted.  If so, other appropriate 

action may be taken, including consideration of a recommendation for lesser 

discipline. 

 

VI. CONSEQUENCES FOR WEAPON POSSESSION/USE/DISTRIBUTION BY 

NONSTUDENTS 
 

A. Employees 

 

1. An employee who violates the terms of this policy is subject to 

disciplinary action, including nonrenewal, suspension, or discharge as 

deemed appropriate by the school board. 

 

2. Sanctions against employees, including nonrenewal, suspension, or 

discharge shall be pursuant to and in accordance with applicable statutory 

authority, collective bargaining agreements, and school district policies. 

 

3. When an employee violates the weapons policy, law enforcement may be 

notified, as appropriate. 

 

B. Other Nonstudents 

 

1. Any member of the public who violates this policy shall be informed of 

the policy and asked to leave the school location.  Depending on the 

circumstances, the person may be barred from future entry to school 

locations.  In addition, if the person is a student in another school district, 

that school district may be contacted concerning the policy violation. 

 

2. If appropriate, law enforcement will be notified of the policy violation by 

the member of the public and may be asked to provide an escort to remove 

the member of the public from the school location.  
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Legal References: Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Pupil Fair Dismissal Act) 

Minn. Stat. § 121A.44 (Expulsion for Possession of Firearm) 

Minn. Stat. § 121A.05 (Referral to Police) 

Minn. Stat. § 609.66 (Dangerous Weapons) 

Minn. Stat. § 609.605 (Trespass) 

Minn. Stat. § 609.02, Subd. 6 (Definition of Dangerous Weapon) 

Minn. Stat. § 97B.045 (Transportation of Firearms) 

Minn. Stat. § 624.714 (Carrying of Weapons without Permit; Penalties) 

Minn. Stat. § 624.715 (Exemptions; Antiques and Ornaments) 

18 U.S.C. § 921 (Definition of Firearm) 

In re C.R.M. 611 N.W.2d 802 (Minn. 2000) 

 

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal of 

School District Employees) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 525 (Violence Prevention) 

 

 

 

 

     Adopted:  June 9, 1992 

  Revised:  December 20, 1994 

 Revised:  October 24, 1995 

 Revised:  November 28, 1995 

 Revised:  October 13, 1998  

  Revised:  August 10, 2004 
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Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 501 
Orig. 1995 

Revised:                                Rev. 2005 2014 
 
 
501 SCHOOL WEAPONS POLICY 
 

[Note: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these issues. 
ATTENTION:  This policy incorporates certain provisions of the Minnesota Citizens’ 
Personal Protection Act of 2003.  That law was struck down by the Minnesota Court of 
Appeals.  However, in the 2005 session, the Minnesota legislature reenacted this law 
effective retroactively and without interruption from April 28, 2003.  The reenacted law 
is now in effect (often referred to as the “conceal and carry” law).] 

 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to assure a safe school environment for students, staff and 
the public. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

No student or nonstudent, including adults and visitors, shall possess, use or distribute a 
weapon when in a school location except as provided in this policy.  The school district 
will act to enforce this policy and to discipline or take appropriate action against any 
student, teacher, administrator, school employee, volunteer, or member of the public who 
violates this policy. 

 
III. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. “Weapon” 
 

1. A “weapon” means any object, device or instrument designed as a weapon 
or through its use is capable of threatening or producing bodily harm or 
which may be used to inflict self-injury including, but not limited to, any 
firearm, whether loaded or unloaded; airguns; pellet guns; BB guns; all 
knives; blades; clubs; metal knuckles; numchucks; throwing stars; 
explosives; fireworks; mace and other propellants; stunguns; ammunition; 
poisons; chains; arrows; and objects that have been modified to serve as a 
weapon. 

 
2. No person shall possess, use or distribute any object, device or instrument 

having the appearance of a weapon and such objects, devices or 
instruments shall be treated as weapons including, but not limited to, 
weapons listed above which are broken or non-functional, look-alike guns; 
toy guns; and any object that is a facsimile of a real weapon. 

 
3. No person shall use articles designed for other purposes (i.e., lasers or 

laser pointers, belts, combs, pencils, files, scissors, etc.), to inflict bodily 
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harm and/or intimidate and such use will be treated as the possession and 
use of a weapon. 

 
B. “School Location” includes any school building or grounds, whether leased, 

rented, owned or controlled by the school, locations of school activities or trips, 
bus stops, school buses or school vehicles, school-contracted vehicles, the area of 
entrance or departure from school premises or events, all locations where school-
related functions are conducted, and anywhere students are under the jurisdiction 
of the school district. 

 
C. “Possession” means having a weapon on one’s person or in an area subject to 

one’s control in a school location. 
 
IV. EXCEPTIONS 
 

A. A student who finds a weapon on the way to school or in a school location, or a 
student who discovers that he or she accidentally has a weapon in his or her 
possession, and takes the weapon immediately to the principal’s office shall not 
be considered to possess a weapon.  If it would be impractical or dangerous to 
take the weapon to the principal’s office, a student shall not be considered to 
possess a weapon if he or she immediately turns the weapon over to an 
administrator, teacher or head coach or immediately notifies an administrator, 
teacher or head coach of the weapon’s location. 

 
B. It shall not be a violation of this policy if a nonstudent (or student where 

specified) falls within one of the following categories: 
 

1. active licensed peace officers; 
 

2. military personnel, or students or nonstudents participating in military 
training, who are on duty performing official duties; 

 
3. persons authorized to carry a pistol under Minn. Stat. § 624.714 while in a 

motor vehicle or outside of a motor vehicle for the purpose of directly 
placing a firearm in, or retrieving it from, the trunk or rear area of the 
vehicle; 

 
4. persons who keep or store in a motor vehicle pistols in accordance with 

Minn. Stat. §§ 624.714 or 624.715 or other firearms in accordance with § 
97B.045; 

 
a. Section 624.714 specifies procedures and standards for obtaining 

pistol permits and penalties for the failure to do so.  Section 
624.715 defines an exception to the pistol permit requirements for 
“antique firearms which are carried or possessed as curiosities or 
for their historical significance or value.” 

 
b. Section 97B.045 generally provides that a firearm may not be 
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transported in a motor vehicle unless it is (1) unloaded and in a gun 
case without any portion of the firearm exposed; (2) unloaded and 
in the closed trunk; or (3) a handgun carried in compliance with §§ 
624.714 and 624.715. 

 
5. firearm safety or marksmanship courses or activities for students or 

nonstudents conducted on school property; 
 

6. possession of dangerous weapons, BB guns, or replica firearms by a 
ceremonial color guard; 

 
7. a gun or knife show held on school property; 

 
8. possession of dangerous weapons, BB guns, or replica firearms with 

written permission of the principal or other person having general control 
and supervision of the school or the director of a child care center; or 

 
9. persons who are on unimproved property owned or leased by a child care 

center, school or school district unless the person knows that a student is 
currently present on the land for a school-related activity. 

 
[Note: Nothing prevents a school district from being more stringent in its weapons 
policy with respect to students and school district employees than the criminal law, 
except that the school district may not prohibit the lawful carry or possession of 
firearms in a parking facility or parking area.  Although some school districts may 
choose to incorporate all of the exceptions to the criminal law, other school districts 
may choose either not to incorporate some or all of the exceptions or to further limit 
them.  For example, a school district may choose to require written permission from 
the superintendent, not just a principal, for someone to possess a dangerous weapon in 
a school location.  This would impose a more stringent requirement than exception (7) 
to Section 609.66, Subdivision 1d.  However, a school district may not regulate 
firearms, ammunition, or their respective components, when possessed or carried by 
nonstudents or nonemployees, in a manner that is inconsistent with Section 609.66, 
Subdivision 1d.] 

 
C. Policy Application to Instructional Equipment/Tools 

 
While the school district takes a firm “Zero Tolerance” position on does not allow 
the possession, use, or distribution of weapons by students, and a similar position 
with regard to or nonstudents, such a position is not meant to interfere with 
instruction or the use of appropriate equipment and tools by students or 
nonstudents.  Such equipment and tools, when properly possessed, used, and 
stored, shall not be considered in violation of the rule against the possession, use, 
or distribution of weapons.  However, when authorized instructional and work 
equipment and tools are used in a potentially dangerous or threatening manner, 
such possession and use will be treated as the possession and use of a weapon. 

 
D. Firearms in School Parking Lots and Parking Facilities 
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A school district may not prohibit the lawful carry or possession of firearms in a 
school parking lot or parking facility.  For purposes of this policy, the “lawful” 
carry or possession of a firearm in a school parking lot or parking facility is 
specifically limited to nonstudent permit-holders authorized under Minn. Stat. § 
624.714 to carry a pistol in the interior of a vehicle or outside the motor vehicle 
for the purpose of directly placing a firearm in, or retrieving it from, the trunk or 
rear area of the vehicle.  Any possession or carry of a firearm beyond the 
immediate vicinity of a permit-holder’s vehicle shall constitute a violation of this 
policy. 

 
V. CONSEQUENCES FOR STUDENT WEAPON POSSESSION/USE/ 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

A. The school district takes a position of “Zero Tolerance” in regard to does not 
allow the possession, use, or distribution of weapons by students.  Consequently, 
the minimum consequence for students possessing, using, or distributing weapons 
shall include: 

 
1. immediate out-of-school suspension; 

 
2. confiscation of the weapon; 

 
3. immediate notification of police; 

 
4. parent or guardian notification; and 

 
5. recommendation to the superintendent of dismissal for a period of time not 

to exceed one year. 
 

B. Pursuant to Minnesota law, a student who brings a firearm, as defined by federal 
law, to school will be expelled for at least one year.  The school board may 
modify this requirement on a case-by-case basis. 

 
C. Administrative Discretion 

 
While the school district takes a “Zero Tolerance” position on does not allow the 
possession, use, or distribution of weapons by students, the superintendent may 
use discretion in determining whether, under the circumstances, a course of action 
other than the minimum consequences specified above is warranted.  If so, other 
appropriate action may be taken, including consideration of a recommendation for 
lesser discipline. 

 
VI. CONSEQUENCES FOR WEAPON POSSESSION/USE/DISTRIBUTION BY 

NONSTUDENTS 
 

A. Employees 
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1. An employee who violates the terms of this policy is subject to 
disciplinary action, including nonrenewal, suspension, or discharge as 
deemed appropriate by the school board. 

 
2. Sanctions against employees, including nonrenewal, suspension, or 

discharge shall be pursuant to and in accordance with applicable statutory 
authority, collective bargaining agreements, and school district policies. 

 
3. When an employee violates the weapons policy, law enforcement may be 

notified, as appropriate. 
 

[Note:  An employer may establish policies that restrict the carry or possession of 
firearms by its employees while acting in the course and scope of employment.  
Employment-related sanctions may be invoked for a violation.  Thus, for example, 
reasonable limitations may be imposed on the method of storing firearms by permit-
holding employees while at work or performing employment-related duties.  
Reasonable limitations may include requiring firearms to have trigger locks and to be 
stored in a locked container or locked compartment of the vehicle.] 

 
B. Other Nonstudents 

 
1. Any member of the public who violates this policy shall be informed of 

the policy and asked to leave the school location.  Depending on the 
circumstances, the person may be barred from future entry to school 
locations.  In addition, if the person is a student in another school district, 
that school district may be contacted concerning the policy violation. 

 
2. If appropriate, law enforcement will be notified of the policy violation by 

the member of the public and may be asked to provide an escort to remove 
the member of the public from the school location.  

 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 97B.045 (Transportation of Firearms) 

Minn. Stat. § 121A.05 (Referral to Police) 
Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Pupil Fair Dismissal Act) 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.44 (Expulsion for Possession of Firearm) 
Minn. Stat. § 609.02, Subd. 6 (Definition of Dangerous Weapon) 
Minn. Stat. § 609.605 (Trespass) 
Minn. Stat. § 609.66 (Dangerous Weapons) 
Minn. Stat. § 624.714 (Carrying of Weapons without Permit; Penalties) 
Minn. Stat. § 624.715 (Exemptions; Antiques and Ornaments) 
18 U.S.C. § 921 (Definition of Firearm) 
In re C.R.M. 611 N.W.2d 802 (Minn. 2000) 

 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal 

of School District Employees) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 525 (Violence Prevention) 
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PRINCETON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

 

SEARCH OF STUDENT LOCKERS, 

DESKS, PERSONAL POSSESSIONS AND 

STUDENT’S PERSON 
 

 

 

I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to provide for a safe and healthful educational environment 

by enforcing the school district’s policies against contraband. 

 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

 A. Lockers and Personal Possessions Within a Locker. 

 

Pursuant to Minnesota statutes, school lockers are the property of the school 

district.  At no time does the school district relinquish its exclusive control of 

lockers provided for the convenience of students.  Inspection of the interior of 

lockers may be conducted by school officials for any reason at any time, without 

notice, without student consent, and without a search warrant.  The personal 

possessions of students within a school locker may be searched only when school 

officials have a reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover evidence of a 

violation of law or school rules.  As soon as practicable after the search of a 

student’s personal possessions, the school officials must provide notice of the 

search to students whose lockers were searched unless disclosure would impede 

an ongoing investigation by police or school officials. 

 

 B. Desks. 

 

School desks are the property of the school district.  At no time does the school 

district relinquish its exclusive control of desks provided for the convenience of 

students.  Inspection of the interior of desks may be conducted by school officials 

for any reason at any time, without notice, without student consent, and without a 

search warrant. 

 

 C. Personal Possessions and Student’s Person. 

 

The personal possessions of students and/or a student’s person may be searched 

when school officials have a reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover a 

violation of law or school rules.  The search will be reasonable in its scope and 

intrusiveness. 
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D. It shall be a violation of this policy for students to use lockers and desks for 

unauthorized purposes or to store contraband.  It shall be a violation for students 

to carry contraband on their person or in their personal possessions. 

 

III. DEFINITIONS 
 

 A. “Contraband” means any unauthorized item possession of which is prohibited by 

school district policy and/or law.  It includes but is not limited to weapons and 

“look-alikes,” alcoholic beverages, controlled substances and “look-alikes,” 

overdue books and other materials belonging to the school district, and stolen 

property. 

 

 B. “Personal possessions” includes but is not limited to purses, backpacks, bookbags, 

packages, and clothing. 

 

 C. “Reasonable suspicion” means that a school official has grounds to believe that 

the search will result in evidence of a violation of school district policy, rules, 

and/or law.  Reasonable suspicion may be based on a school official’s personal 

observation, a report from a student, parent or staff member, a student’s 

suspicious behavior, a student’s age and past history or record of conduct both in 

and out of the school context, or other reliable sources of information. 

 

 D. “Reasonable scope” means that the scope and/or intrusiveness of the search is 

reasonably related to the objectives of the search.  Factors to consider in 

determining what is reasonable include the seriousness of the suspected 

infraction, the reliability of the information, the necessity of acting without delay, 

the existence of exigent circumstances necessitating an immediate search and 

further investigation (e.g. to prevent violence, serious and immediate risk of harm 

or destruction of evidence), and the age of the student. 

 

IV. PROCEDURES 
 

 A. School officials may inspect the interiors of lockers and desks for any reason at 

any time, without notice, without student consent, and without a search warrant. 

 

 B. School officials may inspect the personal possessions of a student and/or a 

student’s person based on a reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover a 

violation of law or school rules.  A search of personal possessions of a student 

and/or a student’s person will be reasonable in its scope and intrusiveness. 

 

 C. As soon as practicable after a search of personal possessions within a locker 

pursuant to this policy, the school officials must provide notice of the search to 

students whose possessions were searched unless disclosure would impede an 

ongoing investigation by police or school officials. 

 

D. Whenever feasible, a search of a person shall be conducted in private by a school 

official of the same sex.  A second school official of the same sex shall be present 

as an observer during the search of a person whenever feasible. 
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 E. A strip search is a search involving the removal of coverings or clothing from 

private areas.  Mass strip searches, or body cavity searches, are prohibited.  Strip 

searches will be conducted only in circumstances involving imminent danger. 

 

 F. A school official conducting any other search may determine when it is 

appropriate to have a second official present as an observer. 

 

 G. A copy of this policy will be printed in the student handbook or disseminated in 

any other way which school officials deem appropriate.  The school district shall 

provide a copy of this policy to a student when the student is given use of a 

locker. 

 

V. DIRECTIVES AND GUIDELINES 

 

School administration may establish reasonable directives and guidelines which address 

specific needs of the school district, such as use of tape in lockers, standards of 

cleanliness and care, posting of pin-ups and posters which may constitute sexual 

harassment, etc. 

 

VI. SEIZURE OF CONTRABAND 
 

If a search yields contraband, school officials will seize the item and, where appropriate, 

turn it over to legal officials for ultimate disposition. 

 

VIII. VIOLATIONS 
 

A student found to have violated this policy and/or the directives and guidelines 

implementing it shall be subject to discipline in accordance with the school district’s 

Student Discipline Policy, which may include suspension, exclusion, or expulsion, and 

the student may, when appropriate, be referred to legal officials. 

 

 
Legal References: U.S. Const., amend. IV 

   Minn. Const., art. I, §10 

   New Jersey v. T.L.O., 469 U.S. 325, 105 S.Ct. 733, 83 L.Ed.2d 720 (1985) 

   Minn. Stat. §121A.72 (school locker policy) 

 

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 417 (Chemical Use/Abuse) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 418 (Drug-Free Workplace / Drug-Free School) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 501  (School Weapons) 

   MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506  (Student Discipline) 

 

 

 

 

 

Independent School District #477 Adopted:  December 17, 2002 

Princeton, Minnesota  55371  
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Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 502 
Orig. 1995 

Revised:                                Rev. 1999 
 
 
502 SEARCH OF STUDENT LOCKERS, DESKS, PERSONAL POSSESSIONS, AND 

STUDENT’S PERSON 
 

[Note: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these issues.] 
 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to provide for a safe and healthful educational environment by 
enforcing the school district’s policies against contraband. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

A. Lockers and Personal Possessions Within a Locker 
 

Pursuant to Minnesota statutes, school lockers are the property of the school 
district.  At no time does the school district relinquish its exclusive control of 
lockers provided for the convenience of students.  Inspection of the interior of 
lockers may be conducted by school officials for any reason at any time, without 
notice, without student consent, and without a search warrant.  The personal 
possessions of students within a school locker may be searched only when school 
officials have a reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover evidence of a 
violation of law or school rules.  As soon as practicable after the search of a 
student’s personal possessions, the school officials must provide notice of the 
search to students whose lockers were searched unless disclosure would impede an 
ongoing investigation by police or school officials. 

 
B. Desks 

 
School desks are the property of the school district.  At no time does the school 
district relinquish its exclusive control of desks provided for the convenience of 
students.  Inspection of the interior of desks may be conducted by school officials 
for any reason at any time, without notice, without student consent, and without a 
search warrant. 

 
C. Personal Possessions and Student’s Person 

 
The personal possessions of students and/or a student’s person may be searched 
when school officials have a reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover a 
violation of law or school rules.  The search will be reasonable in its scope and 
intrusiveness. 

 
D. It shall be a A violation of this policy occurs when for students to use lockers and 

desks for unauthorized purposes or to store contraband.  It shall be a A violation 
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occurs when for students to carry contraband on their person or in their personal 
possessions. 

 
III. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. “Contraband” means any unauthorized item possession of which is prohibited by 
school district policy and/or law.  It includes, but is not limited to, weapons and 
“look-alikes,” alcoholic beverages, controlled substances and “look-alikes,” 
overdue books and other materials belonging to the school district, and stolen 
property. 

 
B. “Personal possessions” includes, but is not limited to, purses, backpacks, bookbags, 

packages, and clothing. 
 

C. “Reasonable suspicion” means that a school official has grounds to believe that the 
search will result in evidence of a violation of school district policy, rules, and/or 
law.  Reasonable suspicion may be based on a school official’s personal 
observation, a report from a student, parent or staff member, a student’s suspicious 
behavior, a student’s age and past history or record of conduct both in and out of the 
school context, or other reliable sources of information. 

 
D. “Reasonable scope” means that the scope and/or intrusiveness of the search is 

reasonably related to the objectives of the search.  Factors to consider in 
determining what is reasonable include the seriousness of the suspected infraction, 
the reliability of the information, the necessity of acting without delay, the 
existence of exigent circumstances necessitating an immediate search and further 
investigation (e.g., to prevent violence, serious and immediate risk of harm or 
destruction of evidence), and the age of the student. 

 
IV. PROCEDURES 
 

A. School officials may inspect the interiors of lockers and desks for any reason at any 
time, without notice, without student consent, and without a search warrant. 

 
B. School officials may inspect the personal possessions of a student and/or a 

student’s person based on a reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover a 
violation of law or school rules.  A search of personal possessions of a student 
and/or a student’s person will be reasonable in its scope and intrusiveness. 

 
C. As soon as practicable after a search of personal possessions within a locker 

pursuant to this policy, the school officials must provide notice of the search to 
students whose possessions were searched unless disclosure would impede an 
ongoing investigation by police or school officials. 

 
D. Whenever feasible, a search of a person shall be conducted in private by a school 

official of the same sex.  A second school official of the same sex shall be present as 
an observer during the search of a person whenever feasible. 
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E. A strip search is a search involving the removal of coverings or clothing from 
private areas.  Mass strip searches, or body cavity searches, are prohibited.  Strip 
searches will be conducted only in circumstances involving imminent danger. 

 
F. A school official conducting any other search may determine when it is appropriate 

to have a second official present as an observer. 
 

G. A copy of this policy will be printed in the student handbook or disseminated in any 
other way which school officials deem appropriate.  The school district shall 
provide a copy of this policy to a student when the student is given use of a locker. 

 
V. DIRECTIVES AND GUIDELINES 
 

School administration may establish reasonable directives and guidelines which address 
specific needs of the school district, such as use of tape in lockers, standards of cleanliness 
and care, posting of pin-ups and posters which may constitute sexual harassment, etc. 

 
VI. SEIZURE OF CONTRABAND 
 

If a search yields contraband, school officials will seize the item and, where appropriate, 
turn it over to legal officials for ultimate disposition. 

 
VII. VIOLATIONS 
 

A student found to have violated this policy and/or the directives and guidelines 
implementing it shall be subject to discipline in accordance with the school district’s 
Student Discipline Policy, which may include suspension, exclusion, or expulsion, and the 
student may, when appropriate, be referred to legal officials. 

 
 
Legal References: U. S. Const., amend. IV 

Minn. Const., art. I, § 10 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.72 (School Locker Policy) 
New Jersey v. T.L.O., 469 U.S. 325, 105 S.Ct. 733, 83 L.Ed.2d 720 (1985) 
G.C. v. Owensboro Public Schools, 711 F.3d 623 (6th Cir. 2013) 

 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 417 (Chemical Use and Abuse) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 418 (Drug-Free Workplace/Drug-Free 
School) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 501 (School Weapons) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline) 
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503 

 

PRINCETON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE 
 

 

I. PURPOSE 
 

A. The school board believes that regular school attendance is directly related to 

success in academic work, benefits students socially, provides opportunities for 

important communications between teachers and students, and establishes regular 

habits of dependability important to the future of the student.  The purpose of this 

policy is to encourage regular school attendance.  It is intended to be positive and 

not punitive. 

 

B. This policy also recognizes that class attendance is a joint responsibility to be 

shared by the student, parent or guardian, teacher, and administrators.  This policy 

will assist students in attending class. 

 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

A. Responsibilities 

 

1. Student’s Responsibility 

 

It is the student’s right to be in school.  It is also the student’s 

responsibility to attend all assigned classes and study halls every day that 

school is in session and to be aware of and follow the correct procedures 

when absent from an assigned class or study hall.  Finally, it is the 

student’s responsibility to request any missed assignments due to an 

absence. 

 

2. Parent or Guardian’s Responsibility 

 

It is the responsibility of the student’s parent or guardian to ensure the 

student is attending school, to inform the school in the event of a student 

absence, and to work cooperatively with the school and the student to 

solve any attendance problems that may arise. 

 

3. Teacher’s Responsibility 

 

It is the teacher’s responsibility to take daily attendance and to maintain 

accurate attendance records in each assigned class and study hall.  It is 

also the teacher’s responsibility to be familiar with all procedures 

governing attendance and to apply these procedures uniformly.  It is also 

the teacher’s responsibility to provide any student who has been absent 

with any missed assignments upon request.  Finally, it is the teacher’s 
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responsibility to work cooperatively with the student’s parent or guardian 

and the student to solve any attendance problems that may arise. 

 

4. Administrator’s Responsibility 

 

a. It is the administrator’s responsibility to require students to attend 

all assigned classes and study halls.  It is also the administrator’s 

responsibility to be familiar with all procedures governing 

attendance and to apply these procedures uniformly to all students, 

to maintain accurate records on student attendance, and to prepare 

a list of the previous day’s absences stating the status of each. 

Finally, it is the administrator’s responsibility to inform the 

student’s parent or guardian of the student’s attendance and to 

work cooperatively with them and the student to solve attendance 

problems. 

 

b. In accordance with the Minnesota Compulsory Instruction Law, 

Minn. Stat. § 120A.22, the students of the school district are 

REQUIRED to attend all assigned classes and/or study halls every 

day school is in session, unless the student has been excused by the 

school board from attendance because the student has already 

completed state and school district standards required to graduate 

from high school, has withdrawn, or has a valid excuse for 

absence. 

 

B. Attendance Procedures 

 

Attendance procedures shall be presented to the school board for review and 

approval.  When approved by the school board, the attendance procedures will be 

included as an addendum to this policy. 

 

1. Excused Absences 

 

a. To be considered an excused absence, the student’s parent or legal 

guardian may be asked to verify, in writing, the reason for the 

student’s absence from school.  A note from a physician or a 

licensed mental health professional stating that the student cannot 

attend school is a valid excuse. 

 

b. The following reasons shall be sufficient to constitute excused 

absences: 

 

(1) Illness. 

 

(2) Serious illness in the student’s immediate family. 

 

(3) A death or funeral in the student’s immediate family or of a 

close friend or relative. 
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(4) Medical, dental, or orthodontic treatment, or a counseling 

appointment. 

 

(5) Court appearances occasioned by family or personal action. 

 

(6) Religious instruction not to exceed three hours in any week. 

 

(7) Physical emergency conditions such as fire, flood, storm, 

etc. 

 

(8) Official school field trip or other school-sponsored outing. 

 

(9) Removal of a student pursuant to a suspension. 

Suspensions are to be handled as excused absences and 

students will be permitted to complete make-up work. 

 

(10) Family emergencies. 

 

(11) Active duty in any military branch of the United States. 

 

(12) A student’s condition that requires ongoing treatment for a 

mental health diagnosis. 

 

(13) Other reasons approved by building administrators. 

 

c. Consequences of Excused Absences 

 

(1) Students whose absences are excused are required to make 

up all assignments missed or to complete alternative 

assignments as deemed appropriate by the classroom 

teacher. 

 

(2) Work missed because of absence must be made up within 

time frame stated in the student handbook.  Any work not 

completed within this period shall result in “no credit” for 

the missed assignment.  However, the building principal or 

the classroom teacher may extend the time allowed for 

completion of make-up work in the case of an extended 

illness or other extenuating circumstances. 

 

2. Unexcused Absences 

 

a. The following are examples of absences which will not be 

excused: 

 

(1) Truancy.  An absence by a student which was not approved 

by the parent and/or the school district. 
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(2) Any absence in which the student failed to comply with any 

reporting requirements of the school district’s attendance 

procedures. 

 

(3) Work at home. 

 

(4) Work at a business, except under a school-sponsored work 

release program. 

 

(5) Any other absence not included under the attendance 

procedures set out in this policy other than those approved 

by building administrator. 

 

b. Consequences of Unexcused Absences 

 

(1) Absences resulting from official suspension will be handled 

in accordance with the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act, Minn. 

Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56. Days during which a student is 

suspended from school shall not be counted in a student’s 

total cumulated unexcused absences. 

 

(2) In cases of recurring unexcused absences, each building 

will follow the processes outlined in their handbook for 

communicating with the parents of the student about the 

absences. Administration may also request the county 

attorney to file a petition with the juvenile court, pursuant 

to Minn. Stat. §§  260C.007 Subd. 6, section 14. 

 

C. Tardiness 

 

1. Definition:  Students are expected to be in their assigned area at 

designated times.  Failure to do so constitutes tardiness. 

 

2. Procedures for Reporting Tardiness 

 

a. Students tardy at the start of school must report to the school office 

for an admission slip. 

 

b. Tardiness between periods will be handled by the teacher. 

 

3. Excused Tardiness 

 

Valid excuses for tardiness are: 

 

a. Illness. 

 

b. Serious illness in the student’s immediate family. 
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c. A death or funeral in the student’s immediate family or of a close 

friend or relative. 

 

d. Medical, dental, orthodontic, or mental health treatment. 

 

e. Court appearances occasioned by family or personal action. 

 

f. Physical emergency conditions such as fire, flood, storm, etc. 

 

g. Any tardiness for which the student has been excused in writing by 

an administrator or faculty member. 

 

4. Unexcused Tardiness 

 

a. An unexcused tardiness is failing to be in an assigned area at the 

designated time class period commences without a valid excuse. 

 

b. Consequences of tardiness may include parent conference, 

detention, suspension or referral to county agency. 

 

D. Participation in Extracurricular Activities and School-Sponsored On-the-Job 

Training Programs 

 

1. This policy applies to all students involved in any extracurricular activity 

scheduled either during or outside the school day and any school-

sponsored on-the-job training programs. 

 

2. School-initiated absences will be accepted and participation permitted. 

 

3. A student may not participate in any activity or program if he or she has 

an unexcused absence from any class during the day. 

 

4. If a student is suspended from any class, he or she may not participate in 

any activity or program that day. 

 

5. If a student is absent from school due to medical reasons, he or she must 

present a physician’s statement or a statement from the student’s parent or 

guardian clearing the student for participation that day.  The note must be 

presented to the coach or advisor before the student participates in the 

activity or program. 

 

III. DISSEMINATION OF POLICY 
 

Copies of this policy shall be made available to all students and parents at the 

commencement of each school year.  This policy shall also be available upon request in 

each principal’s office. 
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IV. REQUIRED REPORTING 
 

A. Continuing Truant 

 

Minn. Stat. § 260A.02 provides that a continuing truant is a student who is subject 

to the compulsory instruction requirements of Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 and is absent 

from instruction in a school, as defined in Minn. Stat. § 120A.05, without valid 

excuse within a single school year for: 

 

1. Three days if the child is in elementary school; or 

 

2. Three or more class periods on three days or more if the child is in middle 

school or high school. 

 

B. Reporting Responsibility 

 

When a student is initially classified as a continuing truant, Minn. Stat. § 260A.03 

provides that the school attendance officer or other designated school official 

shall notify the student’s parent or legal guardian, by first class mail or other 

reasonable means, of the following: 

 

1. That the child is truant; 

 

2. That the parent or guardian should notify the school if there is a valid 

excuse for the child’s absences; 

 

3. That the parent or guardian is obligated to compel the attendance of the 

child at school pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 and parents or guardians 

who fail to meet this obligation may be subject to prosecution under Minn. 

Stat. § 120A.34; 

 

4. That this notification serves as the notification required by Minn. Stat. § 

120A.34; 

 

5. That alternative educational programs and services may be available in the 

child’s enrolling or resident district; 

 

6. That the parent or guardian has the right to meet with appropriate school 

personnel to discuss solutions to the child’s truancy; 

 

7. That if the child continues to be truant, the parent and child may be subject 

to juvenile court proceedings under Minn. Stat. Ch. 260;  

 

8. That if the child is subject to juvenile court proceedings, the child may be 

subject to suspension, restriction, or delay of the child’s driving privilege 

pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 260C.201; and 

 

9. That it is recommended that the parent or guardian accompany the child to 
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school and attend classes with the child for one day. 

 

C. Habitual Truant 

 

1. A habitual truant is a child under the age of  17 years who is absent from 

attendance at school without lawful excuse for seven school days per 

school year if the child is in elementary school or for one or more class 

periods on seven school days per school year if the child is in middle 

school or high school, or a child who is 17 years of age who is absent from 

attendance at school without lawful excuse for one or more class periods 

on seven school days per school year and who has not lawfully withdrawn 

from school. 

 

2. A school district attendance officer shall refer a habitual truant child and 

the child’s parent or legal guardian to appropriate services and procedures, 

under Minn. Stat. Ch. 260A.   

 

 

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.05 (Definitions) 

Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction) 

Minn. Stat. § 120A.24 (Reporting) 

Minn. Stat. § 120A.26 (Enforcement and Prosecution) 

Minn. Stat. §  120A.28 (School Boards and Teachers, Duties) 

Minn. Stat. § 120A.30 (Attendance Officers) 

Minn. Stat. § 120A.34 (Violations; Penalties) 

Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Pupil Fair Dismissal Act) 

Minn. Stat. § 260A.02 (Definitions) 

Minn. Stat. § 260A.03 (Notice to Parent or Guardian When Child is 

Continuing Truant) 

Minn. Stat. § 260C.007, Subd. 19 (Habitual Truant Defined) 

Minn. Stat. § 260C.201 (Dispositions; Children in Need of Protection or 

Services or Neglected and in Foster Care) 

Goss v. Lopez, 419 U.S. 565, 95 S.Ct. 729 (1975) 

Slocum v. Holton Board of Education, 429 N.W.2d 607 (Mich. App. Ct. 

1988) 

Campbell v. Board of Education of New Milford, 475 A.2d 289 (Conn. 

1984) 

Hamer v. Board of Education of Township High School District No. 113, 

66 Ill. App.3d 7, 383 N.E.2d 231 (1978) 

Gutierrez v. School District R-1, 585 P.2d 935 (Co. Ct. App. 1978) 

Knight v. Board of Education, 38 Ill. App. 3d 603, 348 N.E.2d 299 (1976) 

Dorsey v. Bale, 521 S.W.2d 76 (Ky. 1975) 

 

Cross References: Princeton Policy 506 (Student Discipline) 

 

Adopted:  March 22, 2005 

Revised:  December 20, 2011 

Reviewed: January 20, 2015  
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Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 503 
Orig. 1995 

Revised:                                Rev. 2013 
 
 
503 STUDENT ATTENDANCE 
 

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect statutory requirements.] 
 
I. PURPOSE 
 

A. The school board believes that regular school attendance is directly related to 
success in academic work, benefits students socially, provides opportunities for 
important communications between teachers and students, and establishes regular 
habits of dependability important to the future of the student.  The purpose of this 
policy is to encourage regular school attendance.  It is intended to be positive and 
not punitive. 

 
B. This policy also recognizes that class attendance is a joint responsibility to be 

shared by the student, parent or guardian, teacher, and administrators.  This policy 
will assist students in attending class. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

A. Responsibilities 
 

1. Student’s Responsibility 
 

It is the student’s right to be in school.  It is also the student’s 
responsibility to attend all assigned classes and study halls every day that 
school is in session and to be aware of and follow the correct procedures 
when absent from an assigned class or study hall.  Finally, it is the 
student’s responsibility to request any missed assignments due to an 
absence. 

 
2. Parent or Guardian’s Responsibility 

 
It is the responsibility of the student’s parent or guardian to ensure the 
student is attending school, to inform the school in the event of a student 
absence, and to work cooperatively with the school and the student to 
solve any attendance problems that may arise. 

 
3. Teacher’s Responsibility 

 
It is the teacher’s responsibility to take daily attendance and to maintain 
accurate attendance records in each assigned class and study hall.  It is 
also the teacher’s responsibility to be familiar with all procedures 
governing attendance and to apply these procedures uniformly.  It is also 
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the teacher’s responsibility to provide any student who has been absent 
with any missed assignments upon request.  Finally, it is the teacher’s 
responsibility to work cooperatively with the student’s parent or guardian 
and the student to solve any attendance problems that may arise. 

 
4. Administrator’s Responsibility 

 
a. It is the administrator’s responsibility to require students to attend 

all assigned classes and study halls.  It is also the administrator’s 
responsibility to be familiar with all procedures governing 
attendance and to apply these procedures uniformly to all students, 
to maintain accurate records on student attendance, and to prepare 
a list of the previous day’s absences stating the status of each. 
Finally, it is the administrator’s responsibility to inform the 
student’s parent or guardian of the student’s attendance and to 
work cooperatively with them and the student to solve attendance 
problems. 

 
b. In accordance with the Minnesota Compulsory Instruction Law, 

Minn. Stat. § 120A.22, the students of the school district are 
REQUIRED to attend all assigned classes and/or study halls every 
day school is in session, unless the student has been excused by the 
school board from attendance because the student has already 
completed state and school district standards required to graduate 
from high school, has withdrawn, or has a valid excuse for 
absence. 

 
B. Attendance Procedures 

 
Attendance procedures shall be presented to the school board for review and 
approval.  When approved by the school board, the attendance procedures will be 
included as an addendum to this policy. 

 
1. Excused Absences 

 
a. To be considered an excused absence, the student’s parent or legal 

guardian may be asked to verify, in writing, the reason for the 
student’s absence from school.  A note from a physician or a 
licensed mental health professional stating that the student cannot 
attend school is a valid excuse. 

 
b. The following reasons shall be sufficient to constitute excused 

absences: 
 

(1) Illness. 
 

(2) Serious illness in the student’s immediate family. 
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(3) A death or funeral in the student’s immediate family or of a 
close friend or relative. 

 
(4) Medical, dental, or orthodontic treatment, or a counseling 

appointment. 
 
(5) Court appearances occasioned by family or personal action. 

 
(6) Religious instruction not to exceed three hours in any week. 

 
(7) Physical emergency conditions such as fire, flood, storm, 

etc. 
 

(8) Official school field trip or other school-sponsored outing. 
 

(9) Removal of a student pursuant to a suspension. 
Suspensions are to be handled as excused absences and 
students will be permitted to complete make-up work. 

 
(10) Family emergencies. 

 
(11) Active duty in any military branch of the United States. 

 
(12) A student’s condition that requires ongoing treatment for a 

mental health diagnosis. 
 

[Note:  State law provides that a school board may include other 
exemptions in the school district’s attendance policy.  See Minn. Stat. § 
120A.22, Subd. 12.  When considering whether to add other exemptions, 
school boards should consider the intent of the compulsory attendance 
law, which recognizes the educational value of regular attendance and 
class participation, and whether the proposed exemption is consistent 
with the intent of the law.] 

 
c. Consequences of Excused Absences 

 
(1) Students whose absences are excused are required to make 

up all assignments missed or to complete alternative 
assignments as deemed appropriate by the classroom 
teacher. 

 
(2) Work missed because of absence must be made up within 

____ days from the date of the student’s return to school.  
Any work not completed within this period shall result in 
“no credit” for the missed assignment.  However, the 
building principal or the classroom teacher may extend the 
time allowed for completion of make-up work in the case 
of an extended illness or other extenuating circumstances. 
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2. Unexcused Absences 

 
a. The following are examples of absences which will not be 

excused: 
 

(1) Truancy.  An absence by a student which was not approved 
by the parent and/or the school district. 

 
(2) Any absence in which the student failed to comply with any  

reporting requirements of the school district’s attendance 
procedures. 

 
(3) Work at home. 

 
(4) Work at a business, except under a school-sponsored work 

release program. 
 

(5) Vacations with family. 
 

(6) Personal trips to schools or colleges. 
 
(7) Absences resulting from cumulated unexcused tardies 

(____ tardies equal one unexcused absence). 
 

(8) Any other absence not included under the attendance 
procedures set out in this policy. 

 
b. Consequences of Unexcused Absences 

 
(1) Absences resulting from official suspension will be handled 

in accordance with the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act, Minn. 
Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56. 

 
(2) Days during which a student is suspended from school shall 

not be counted in a student’s total cumulated unexcused 
absences. 

 
(3) In cases of recurring unexcused absences, the 

administration may also request the county attorney to file 
a petition with the juvenile court, pursuant to Minnesota 
statutes. 

 
(4) Students with unexcused absences shall be subject to 

discipline in the following manner: 
 

(a) From the first through the _____ cumulated 
unexcused absence in a [quarter or semester] the 
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student will not be allowed to make up work missed 
due to such absence. 

 
(b) After the _____ cumulated unexcused absence in a 

[quarter or semester], a student’s parent or guardian 
will be notified by certified mail that his or her child 
is nearing a total of _____ unexcused absences and 
that, after the _____ unexcused absence, the 
student’s grade shall be reduced by one increment 
for each unexcused absence thereafter. 

 
(c) After such notification, the student or his or her 

parent or guardian may, within a reasonable time, 
request a conference with school officials regarding 
the student’s absences and the prescribed discipline. 
The notification will state that the school strongly 
urges the student’s parent or guardian to request 
such a conference. 

 
(d) After _____ cumulative unexcused absences in a 

[quarter or semester] the teacher will reduce the 
student’s letter grade by one increment for each 
unexcused absence thereafter (i.e. A to A-).  
However, prior to reducing the student’s grade, an 
administrative conference must be held among the 
principal, student, and parent. 

 
(e) After _____ cumulated unexcused absences in a 

[quarter or semester], the administration may 
impose the loss of academic credit in the class or 
classes from which the student has been absent. 
However, prior to loss of credit, an administrative 
conference must be held among the principal, 
student, and parent. 

 
(f) If the result of a grade reduction or loss of credit has 

the effect of an expulsion, the school district will 
follow the procedures set forth in the Pupil Fair 
Dismissal Act, Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56. 

C. Tardiness 
 

1. Definition:  Students are expected to be in their assigned area at 
designated times.  Failure to do so constitutes tardiness. 

 
2. Procedures for Reporting Tardiness 

 
a. Students tardy at the start of school must report to the school office 

for an admission slip. 

71



 503-6 

 
b. Tardiness between periods will be handled by the teacher. 

 
3. Excused Tardiness 

 
Valid excuses for tardiness are: 

 
a. Illness. 

 
b. Serious illness in the student’s immediate family. 

 
c. A death or funeral in the student’s immediate family or of a close 

friend or relative. 
 

d. Medical, dental, orthodontic, or mental health treatment. 
 

e. Court appearances occasioned by family or personal action. 
 

f. Physical emergency conditions such as fire, flood, storm, etc. 
 

g. Any tardiness for which the student has been excused in writing by 
an administrator or faculty member. 

 
4. Unexcused Tardiness 

 
a. An unexcused tardiness is failing to be in an assigned area at the 

designated time class period commences without a valid excuse. 
 

b. Consequences of tardiness may include detention after ____ 
unexcused tardies.  In addition ____ unexcused tardies are 
equivalent to one unexcused absence. 

 
D. Participation in Extracurricular Activities and School-Sponsored On-the-Job 

Training Programs 
 

1. This policy applies to all students involved in any extracurricular activity 
scheduled either during or outside the school day and any school-
sponsored on-the-job training programs. 

 
2. School-initiated absences will be accepted and participation permitted. 

 
3. A student may not participate in any activity or program if he or she has 

an unexcused absence from any class during the day. 
 

4. If a student is suspended from any class, he or she may not participate in 
any activity or program that day. 

 
5. If a student is absent from school due to medical reasons, he or she must 
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present a physician’s statement or a statement from the student’s parent or 
guardian clearing the student for participation that day.  The note must be 
presented to the coach or advisor before the student participates in the 
activity or program. 

 
III. DISSEMINATION OF POLICY 
 

Copies of this policy shall be made available to all students and parents at the 
commencement of each school year.  This policy shall also be available upon request in 
each principal’s office. 

 
IV. REQUIRED REPORTING 
 

A. Continuing Truant 
 

Minn. Stat. § 260A.02 provides that a continuing truant is a student who is subject 
to the compulsory instruction requirements of Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 and is absent 
from instruction in a school, as defined in Minn. Stat. § 120A.05, without valid 
excuse within a single school year for: 

 
1. Three days if the child is in elementary school; or 

 
2. Three or more class periods on three days if the child is in middle school, 

junior high school, or high school. 
 

B. Reporting Responsibility 
 

When a student is initially classified as a continuing truant, Minn. Stat. § 260A.03 
provides that the school attendance officer or other designated school official 
shall notify the student’s parent or legal guardian, by first class mail or other 
reasonable means, of the following: 

 
1. That the child is truant; 

 
2. That the parent or guardian should notify the school if there is a valid 

excuse for the child’s absences; 
 

3. That the parent or guardian is obligated to compel the attendance of the 
child at school pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 and parents or guardians 
who fail to meet this obligation may be subject to prosecution under Minn. 
Stat. § 120A.34; 

 
4. That this notification serves as the notification required by Minn. Stat. § 

120A.34; 
 

5. That alternative educational programs and services may be available in the 
child’s enrolling or resident district; 
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6. That the parent or guardian has the right to meet with appropriate school 
personnel to discuss solutions to the child’s truancy; 

 
7. That if the child continues to be truant, the parent and child may be subject 

to juvenile court proceedings under Minn. Stat. Ch. 260;  
 

8. That if the child is subject to juvenile court proceedings, the child may be 
subject to suspension, restriction, or delay of the child’s driving privilege 
pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 260C.201; and 

 
9. That it is recommended that the parent or guardian accompany the child to 

school and attend classes with the child for one day. 
 

[Note:  Where services and procedures under Minn. Stat. Ch. 260A are available 
within the school district, the following provisions should also be included in the 
policy.] 

 
C. Habitual Truant 

 
1. A habitual truant is a child under the age of 17 years who is absent from 

attendance at school without lawful excuse for seven school days per 
school year if the child is in elementary school or for one or more class 
periods on seven school days per school year if the child is in middle 
school, junior high school, or high school, or a child who is 17 years of 
age who is absent from attendance at school without lawful excuse for one 
or more class periods on seven school days per school year and who has 
not lawfully withdrawn from school. 

 
2. A school district attendance officer shall refer a habitual truant child and 

the child’s parent or legal guardian to appropriate services and procedures, 
under Minn. Stat. Ch. 260A.   

 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.05 (Definitions) 

Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction) 
Minn. Stat. § 120A.24 (Reporting) 
Minn. Stat. § 120A.26 (Enforcement and Prosecution) 
Minn. Stat. § 120A.30 (Attendance Officers) 
Minn. Stat. § 120A.34 (Violations; Penalties) 
Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Pupil Fair Dismissal Act) 
Minn. Stat. § 260A.02 (Definitions) 
Minn. Stat. § 260A.03 (Notice to Parent or Guardian When Child is a 
Continuing Truant) 
Minn. Stat. § 260C.007, Subd. 19 (Habitual Truant Defined) 
Minn. Stat. § 260C.201 (Dispositions; Children in Need of Protection or 
Services or Neglected and in Foster Care) 
Goss v. Lopez, 419 U.S. 565, 95 S.Ct. 729 (1975) 
Slocum v. Holton Board of Education, 429 N.W.2d 607 (Mich. App. Ct. 
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1988) 
Campbell v. Board of Education of New Milford, 475 A.2d 289 (Conn. 
1984) 
Hamer v. Board of Education of Township High School District No. 113, 
66 Ill. App.3d 7, 383 N.E.2d 231 (1978) 
Gutierrez v. School District R-1, 585 P.2d 935 (Co. Ct. App. 1978) 
Knight v. Board of Education, 38 Ill. App. 3d 603, 348 N.E.2d 299 (1976) 
Dorsey v. Bale, 521 S.W.2d 76 (Ky. 1975) 

 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline) 
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