
REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

7:00 PM 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2013 

DISTRICT OFFICE BOARD ROOM 

 

AGENDA 

 

 

1. PROCEDURAL ITEMS 

Time: (7:00 - 7:10) 

 

         

a. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance  

         

b. Roll Call  

         

c. Approval of the Agenda  

         

d. Citizen Comments  

         

2. REPORTS 

Time: (7:10 - 7:40) 

 

         

a. Committee Reports 4 

         

b. Student Council Report  

         

c. Superintendent Report 

An overview of enrollment trends and possible reasons for declining enrollment. 

Presenter: Julia Espe and Michelle Czech 

9 

         

d. Update on North Elementary 

Presenter: Julia Espe 

 

         

3. CONSENT AGENDA 

The consent agenda consists of non-controversial items that the Board adopts routinely without 

debate. Any single member may remove an item from consent agenda by requesting removal at the 

time the consent agenda is moved for adoption. The full text of items approved by consent may be 

found at the conclusion of the agenda. 

Time: (7:40 - 7:45) 

 

         

a. Minutes of January 22, 2013 Regular Meeting 11 



         

b. Personnel  14 

         

c. Nonresident Student Attendance Agreements 15 

         

d. Acceptance of Gifts 16 

         

e. Field Trip 26 

         

f. Fundraising 28 

         

g. Sunday Performance 30 

         

h. Community Education Items 37 

         

4. ACTION ITEMS 

Time: (7:45 - 8:30) 

 

         

a. Revised Budget 

A revised budget for Board approval will be presented. 

Presenter: Michelle Czech 

38 

         

b. Open Enrollment Survey 

Open enrollment surveys will be presented for Board approval - one for outgoing families and 

one for incoming families. 

Presenter: Julia Espe 

51 

         

c. Course Proposals and Name Changes 

Significant changes at the High School for school year 2013-2014 for Board Approval. 

Presenter: Melinda Jezierski 

54 

         

5. OLD BUSINESS 

Time: (8:30 - 8:40) 

 

         

a. Safe Routes to School Resolution 

Presenter: Michelle Czech 

55 

         

6. SET COMMITTEE MEETING DATES 

Time: (8:40 - 8:45) 

 



         

7. ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 

Time: (8:55 - 9:00) 

 

         

8. ADJOURN  
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Independent School District #477                Princeton, Minnesota 

Regular School Board Meeting      Page 1                               January 22, 2013  

 

The regular meeting of the School Board of District #477 was called to order by Chair Deb Ulm 

on the 22th day of January, 2013, at 7:00 p.m. in the District Office Board Room. 

 

Roll Call. Members present: Craig Johnson, Jeremy Miller, Eric Minks, Chuck Nagle,  

     Deb Ulm, Howard Vaillancourt, Chad Young  

 

  Others present:  Interim Superintendent Julia Espe, and 

     Director of Business Services Michelle Czech 

 

Members absent: None 

 

Citizen Comments:  

 Community Acknowledgment – Gifts of Banners given to Princeton Football  

Candidacy of a School Board Member – A School Board Member has applied for another 

elected position. The citizen asked for the member’s intentions. 

 

Enter into closed session at 7:10 p.m. Motion by Howard Vaillancourt, seconded by Jeremy 

Miller, for preliminary consideration of allegations against an employee of the District pursuant 

to Minnesota Statutes Section 130.05, subdivision 2(b).l. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Re-open session at 8:40 p.m. 

 

School Board Member Reports: 
 

Craig Johnson: Attended the MSBA Leadership Conference 

Eric Minks:  Attended the MSBA Leadership Conference and stated that is was 

valuable 

Chuck Nagle:  Attended MSBA Leadership Conference, and stated that the 

keynote speaker was excellent. In addition, Chuck toured the 

Middle School, and attended the basketball game 

 Jeremy Miller:  Attended the MSBA Leadership Conference, and attended the 

basketball game 

Deb Ulm:  Attended the MSBA Leadership Conference, and also attended 

Phase I & II 

Chad Young:  MSBA Leadership Conference and also attended Phase I & II. In 

addition, Chad attended Casey Snow Daze Festivities 

Howard Vaillancourt  Attended the MSBA Leadership Conference Phase I & II. In 

addition, Howard was in attendance at the Community Education 

Committee Meeting. 

 

Interim Superintendent Espe’s “Reasons We Are Proud:” 

1. Recognized paraprofessional Maggie Holm who performed the Heimlich maneuver for a 

student. 

2. Princeton’s High School Concert Choir and the High School Symphonic Winds have 

been selected to perform for the MMEA 2013 Conference at the Minneapolis Convention 

Center on Thursday, February 14, 2013 at 1:00 p.m. Board Members are invited to attend.  

3. Friday, January 25, 2013, we will have building tours for board members.     

4. Instructional staff had a professional development day. Topics were: 

 Creating Professional Development Plans 

 Learning Goals and Rubrics 
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 Google application 

 Some independent time to apply their learning 

 

Motion by Howard Vaillancourt, seconded by Jeremy Miller to approve the agenda as presented. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion by Craig Johnson, seconded by Chuck Nagle, to approve the consent agenda as 

presented:  

a. Minutes of January 8, 2013 Organizational Meeting (enclosed) 

b. Minutes of January 8, 2013 Regular Meeting (enclosed)  

c. Personnel (enclosed) 

 

d. Bills (enclosed) 

 

e. Wire Transfers (enclosed) 

 

f. Nonresident Student Attendance Agreements 

 

Effective  Resident Dist. Serving Dist. Grade Reason 

09/06/12 Elk River Princeton 1 School Choice 

09/06/12 Elk River Princeton 2 School Choice 

09/04/12 Mora Princeton 12 Moved out of Princeton 

10/16/12 North Branch Princeton 10 School Choice 

12/01/12 Elk River Princeton 10 School Choice 

12/13/12 Princeton Cambridge 9 School Choice 

01/02/13 Princeton Elk River 4 School Choice 

01/02/13 Princeton Elk River 2 School Choice 

12/06/12 Princeton Fergus Falls 9 School Choice 

01/23/13 Princeton Houston 9 School Choice 

01/0/2013 Princeton Milaca 7 School Choice 

` 

g. Acceptance of Gifts (enclosed) 

 

 $35.00 from Wells Fargo Foundation to be used for Middle School 

Student Activity Fund 
 

Upon roll call vote being taken regarding the consent agenda, motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion by Jeremy Miller, seconded by Howard Vaillancourt, to keep School Board Meetings on 

the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Tuesday. There was considerable discussion related to meeting days. Craig 

Johnson requested consideration to move the meetings to the 1
st
 and 3

rd 
weeks of the month. 

Howard Vaillancourt and Chuck Nagle disagreed, and other evenings were considered with no 

solution. Upon roll call vote, the following voted in favor thereof: Jeremy Miller, Eric Minks, 

Chuck Nagel, Deb Ulm, Howard Vaillancourt, and Chad Young, and the following voted against 

the same Craig Johnson. 
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Assignments to School Board Committees (enclosed) 

 

Motion by Howard Vaillancourt, seconded by Jeremy Miller to approve the Revision to the 

School District Goals to read as: Maintain a minimum of 10% as an unreserved general fund 

balance (enclosed). Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Safe Routes to School update by Michelle Czech (handouts enclosed). Michelle explained that 

surveys were sent out, collected and reviewed and from them it has been determined that 

sidewalks were needed at 5
th 

St N/12
th

 St N/15
th

 Ave N. The committee is recommending that 

application for an infrastructure grant be submitted. The grant would be designed so that there 

would be no cost to homeowners or the district. In addition, the committee will apply for a non-

infrastructure grant. The due date for the grants is February 14, 2013.  

 

Additions to the Agenda: None 

 

Chuck Nagle mentioned the possibility of setting regular committee dates as a motion. Deb Ulm 

said that the meeting dates are determined by the committees. The following meetings were 

scheduled: 

 
Tuesday 2/5/2013 Finance Committee 7:00 a.m. Superintendent’s Office 

Tuesday 2/9/2013 Security Committee 7:00 a.m. Superintendent’s Office 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m.   

 

__________________________________________ 

Deb Ulm, Chair 

 

_________________________________________ 

Chad Young, Clerk 

 

Recorder:  Bridget Sorensen 
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Obsolete Inventory 
 

School/Department     Community Education 
 
Contact Person           Gwen Anderson           
 
 

Item Location Fixed Asset # 
(If applicable) 

Model 
(If applicable) 

Serial # 

(If applicable) 

Creative Memories 
papers & portfolios 

CE N/A N/A N/A 

 
Old T-Shirts 

 
CE 

 
N/A 

 
N/A 

 
N/A 
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Dear Princeton area family,  
  

At Princeton School District 0477, we are pleased to serve over 3200 students throughout four counties 
encompassing over 235 square miles. We are continually striving to better understand and meet the diverse 
needs of our families. We are pleased you have chosen Princeton Schools! To assist in our pursuit of excellent 
and accessible education for all, we ask that you complete this brief survey. We greatly value and appreciate your 
feedback. For your convenience and in an effort to be cost effective, an online version of this survey is also 
available at _____________ 
  
Sincerely,   
Dr. Julia Espe  
Interim Superintendent  
Princeton Area School District 477 
 

1. What is your primary reason for choosing Princeton Schools?   
  Please select all that apply  

□ Academics  

□ Administration 

□ All Day Every Day Kindergarten  

             □ Bullying                 

□ Athletics  

□ Before & After School Care  

□ Child’s Peers  

□ Class Size  

□ Course & Program Offerings  

□ Culture & Ethnicity  

□ Facilities  

□ Financial Reasons  

□ Culture & Ethnicity  

□ Fine Arts Activities 

□ Non-Teaching Staff  

□ Special Education Services  

□ Teachers  

□ Transportation  

□ Other 

Please provide additional explanation 

  

               
 
 
 

                                            
                                           

  
 

                             

Additional Comments: 
            

                ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
                ________________________________________________________________________________ 

About You (optional)   May we contact you? □ Yes □ No  

  Name _____________________________________ Phone___________ 

Street Address ______________________________________________                                                                                          

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________ 

E-mail _____________________________________________________ 
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Dear Princeton area family,  
  

At Princeton School District 0477, we are pleased to serve over 3200 students throughout four counties 
encompassing over 235 square miles. We are continually striving to better understand and meet the diverse 
needs of our families. It seems you may have chosen to enroll your child(ren) in a private school or a school that 
is outside of our district boundaries. To assist in our pursuit of excellent and accessible education for all, we ask 
that you complete this brief survey. We greatly value and appreciate your feedback. For your convenience and in 
an effort to be cost effective, an online version of this survey is also available at _____________ 
  
Sincerely,   
Dr. Julia Espe  
Interim Superintendent  
Princeton Area School District 477 

  

1. What is your primary reason for choosing a school outside of District 477?   

  Please select all that apply  

□ Academics  

□ Administration 

□ All Day Every Day Kindergarten                   

□ Athletics   

□ Bullying  

□ Before & After School Care  

□ Child’s Peers  

□ Class Size  

□ Course & Program Offerings  

□ Culture & Ethnicity 

□ Facilities  

□ Financial Reasons  

             □ Fine Arts Activities  

□ Location Convenience 

□ Non-Teaching Staff  

□ Religious Beliefs  

□ Special Education Services  

□ Teachers  

□ Transportation  

□ Other 

Please provide additional explanation 

  

               
 
 
 

                                            
                                           

  
 

                             

 
2. Where have you chosen to enroll your child(ren) in school?   

□ Anoka-Hennepin             

□ Becker 

□ Big Lake 

□ E lk  River  

□ Foley 
□ Milaca 

□ Minneapo l i s  

□ Monticel lo  

□  

□  

□ Onamia   

□ Osseo 

□ St Francis 

□ W St Paul-Mendota Hts -Eagan 

□ Home School 

□ Private School  

□ Charter School  

□ Virtual/Online Education    

□ Other District Name ______________________ 
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3.  Has your child(ren) ever attended a District 477 school? 
 
 

□ Yes 

□ No 

 

If yes, what school(s) did they 
attend? 

□ Pre-School 

□ South Elementary 

□ North Elementary 

□ Middle School 

□ High School 

□ Other ______________

  

  

4.  What could we do that might motivate you to consider 477 for your family? 
            
 
                ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
                ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

               ________________________________________________________________________________ 

        

5. Additional Comments  
 
              __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
               
              __________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

About You (optional)     May we contact you?  □ Yes    

            □ No 
 

 
Name _____________________________________ Phone___________ 

Street Address ______________________________________________                                                                                          

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________ 

E-mail _____________________________________________________ 
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NNoo  BBoouunnddaarriieess  ttoo  LLeeaarrnniinngg  ~~  BBee  GGrreeaatteerr  tthhaann  AAvveerraaggee  
 

PRINCETON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 477 

706 First Street, Princeton, MN  55371 

763.389.2422     763.389.9142 Fax 

Richard T. Lahn, Superintendent     763.389.6190 

Michelle Czech, Director of Business Services     763.389.6183 

         Brenda Alexander, Human Resources Coordinator     763.389.6181 

Melinda Jezierski, Director of Teaching & Learning     763.389.7278 

Course Proposals from the High School for the 2013-14 School Year 
 

Food Chemistry A & B – 2 trimesters: Supported by Principal & Director of Teaching & Learning for 11
th

 & 

12
th

 Grade. 

This course explains how water, carbohydrates, lipids, proteins, vitamins, and minerals react in foods. 

Biochemical and functional properties, enzymes, food additives, and texture as related to properties in 

food systems and during processing will also be discussed.  Students will be introduced to food science 

through product development.  This course will also address soil and bio-fuel chemistry as they relate to 

food production and food crops.  Lab work will be a significant portion of this course.  

The costs for this class would be for materials that would be variable, depending upon the enrollment. 

 

Video Production – 1 trimester - qualifies as an art credit and is supported by Principal’s & Director of 

Teaching & Learning for grades 11 &12. 

  

 In this course, students will learn how to plan, film, and edit basic video projects using: video and DSLR 

cameras, green screen, teleprompters, and how to edit software. Student projects will involve matching 

text, music, and moving images, along with producing interviews, videos, and television segments. This 

course is a highly cooperative,  project-based setting. 

The additional cost of $4,700 will be billed to the Carl Perkins Grant. 

Course Changes  

Below please find name Changes to streamline the English course offerings. We will be changing the 

names of courses to grade level A or B to accommodate any standards changes and Common CORE 

from MDE. This will also necessitate a need to modify policy 613 to reflect new course titles for 

Graduation Requirements.   

 

Proposed Course Title     Former Course Title 

English 10A      Sophomore World Lit 

English 10B      Sophomore English 

Accelerated English 10A    Accelerated World Lit  

Accelerated English 10B    Accelerated Sophomore English 

English 11A      American Literature Survey 

English 11B: Women in American Literature American Literature B: Women in American Literature 

English 11B: Contemporary American Literature American Literature B: Contemporary American Literature 

English 11B: Native American Literature   American Literature B: Native American Literature  

English 11B: Multicultural American Literature  American Literature B: Multicultural American Literature  

Accelerated English 11A    Accelerated American Literature/Composition A & B 

English 12A      Senior English 

English 12B      Survey of British Literature 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration of the new course proposals. The detailed documents are available 

for your review if you wish to review them. Thank you, MJ/P 
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