
 Somers Board of Education Meeting  
Monday, May 12, 2025 7:00 PM 

Somers Board of Education Chambers, 1 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071

  
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS

1. 2025 CABE Student Leadership Awards
Margot Martello, MBA Principal, will present the MBA CABE Student Leadership Awards to 
Meghan Millea and Chase White.

Dr. Jaime Rechenberg, SHS Principal, will present the SHS CABE Student Leadership Awards to 
Carolyn Castonguay and Jonathan Breton. 

2. SES State Invention Convention Students
Lynn Erickson, K-5 STEM Instructional Leader, will introduce the six students from Somers 
Elementary School who participated in the State Invention Convention on May 3, 2025:

Brooklyn Yukimura
Lily Yager
Lucas Caron
Julie Kobjack
Thomas-Enzo Mazzoli
Makayla Stellato

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
1. Approval of the April 28, 2025 BOE Meeting Minutes

The Board to review and approve the minutes from the April 28, 2025 Board meeting.
5. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

1. Superintendent Update
2. Monthly Budget Report

Stephanie Levin, Director of Business Services, will update the Board on the monthly budget.
6. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
7. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Warrant of May 12, 2025
The Board to review and consent to the warrant of May 12, 2025.

2. 2nd Posting DBS Code 5118.2 - Waiver of Tuition for Nonresident Students
8. OLD BUSINESS
9. NEW BUSINESS
10. COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Curriculum (next meeting 6/9/25 5:30 p.m.)
2. Policy 
3. Planning/Finance 
4. Salary & Negotiations 
5. Building

11. CABE/CREC/State Dept. of Ed./SEF 
12. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS
13. EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Board to enter into Executive Session to review the Superintendent Evaluation form and invite Dr. 
Galloway into Executive Session.

14. ADJOURNMENT
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 Somers Board of Education Regular Meeting 

Somers High School Auditorium 
Monday, April 28, 2025 

7:00 PM  
(The recorded livestream may be viewed on SPS’ YouTube channel on the school website) 

  
Present BOE Members: Anne Kirkpatrick, Mike Briggs, Dr. Ed DePeau, JT Galloway, Shane 
Manning, Jan Martin, Kim Radziewicz, Derek Zelek 
 
Absent BOE Member: Carl Stebbins 
 
Others: Stephanie Levin, Dina Senecal, Jessica Wood, Melissa Mucci, Mike McDonnell, Jaime 
Rechenberg, Margot Martello, Melissa Shannon, Arlene Rauza, Paul Hart, Oliver Roe, Tiffany 
Caouette, Paul Dailey, SES staff members 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The regular Board of Education meeting was called to order by Chair Kirkpatrick at 7:02 
p.m. in the Somers High School Auditorium. 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3. AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 

3.1. CAS Award for Elementary School of the Year 

Rationale: Ms. Tiffany Caouette, Assistant Executive Director of CAS, will present 
the award for CAS 2025 Elementary School of the Year to Mrs. Melissa Mucci, SES 
Principal, and Mr. Michael McDonnell, SES Assistant Principal.  

Discussion: Superintendent Galloway shared his excitement about the celebration 
taking place this evening. He expressed being thankful for the efforts, resilience, 
teamwork, and cohesiveness of the SES staff. Superintendent Galloway introduced 
the Assistant Executive Director of CAS, Tiffany Caouette.  
 
Ms. Caouette presented the 2024-2025 CAS Elementary School of the Year Award 
to Somers Elementary School. Ms. Caouette explained that the selection process is 
rigorous. It includes a thorough review of each application and a visit to the school. 
There was an uptick in applications this year, making it a particularly competitive 
year. 
 
The CAS visiting committee was impressed by the sense of community at SES. The 
committee met with Board of Education members, Central Office staff, 
administrators, certified and non-certified staff, parents and students to collect 
information about a typical day at SES. The committee noted the empathy, 
responsibility and problem-solving opportunities woven into daily life for SES 
students. The arts are integrated into academics to encourage creativity, and hands-
on learning is evident. Every voice matters and diversity is celebrated at SES. Ms. 
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Caouette presented the 2024-2025 CAS Elementary School of the Year Award to 
Principal Mucci and Vice Principal McDonnell. 
 
Principal Mucci thanked Ms. Caouette and expressed her appreciation for the award. 
She noted that the SES staff's dedication and relationships matter most and make 
SES exceptional. Ms. Mucci thanked the SES staff, Superintendent Galloway, and 
the Board of Education. She also thanked her family for their support at home. Staff 
members who were present at the meeting met on the auditorium stage for a photo. 
The group received a standing ovation. 
 
Chair Kirkpatrick spoke on behalf of the Board and shared that the Board is thankful 
for the effort and teamwork among SES staff. 
  

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

4.1. Approval of the March 24, 2025 BOE Meeting Minutes 

Rationale: The Board to review and approve the minutes from the March 
24, 2025 Board meeting. 

Motion to approve minutes of March 24th Board of Education Meeting. This 
motion, made by Kim Radziewicz and seconded by JT Galloway, Carried. 
Yea: 7, Nay: 0, Absent: 1 (Carl Stebbins) Abstain: 1 (Mike Briggs) 

4.2. Approval of the April 21, 2025 Special BOE Meeting Minutes 

Rationale: The Board to review and approve the minutes from the Special 
BOE meeting on April 21, 2025. 

Motion to approve minutes of April 21st Special Board of Education 
Meeting. This motion, made by Kim Radziewicz and seconded by Jan 
Martin, Carried. Yea: 8, Nay: 0, Absent: 1 (Carl Stebbins) 

5. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

5.1. Superintendent Update 

Superintendent Galloway shared an update. On Tuesday, April 22nd, the 
budget was presented at the town meeting. Superintendent Galloway thanked 
the teachers, staff, and Board members who attended.  The Board of 
Education supported the $30,476,322 budget. The budget was then moved to 
the Board of Finance where it was approved. The proposed budget will move 
to the town vote on May 20th. 
 
The Building Committee has been dissolved.  Superintendent Galloway is 
hopeful that a committee will be reconstituted at the May 1st Board of 
Selectmen meeting and will be able to carry on the good work of the former 
Building Committee. When more information is available, it will be shared. 
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Superintendent Galloway thanked SEF for the amazing work and support 
provided to the district.  
 
Superintendent Galloway shared his excitement over SES earning the 
distinction of CAS Elementary School of the Year, especially since MBA 
won the CAS Middle School of the Year award last year. He noted that SES 
also applied last year, but did not earn the distinction. Principal Mucci was 
eager to resubmit an application this year and show that SES "walks the 
walk" of a high-quality school. Superintendent Galloway thanked SES staff 
for their hard work. 
  

5.2. SHS Student Representatives 

Rationale: Emma Cicciarella and Carolyn Castonguay will update the Board 
on recent Somers High School events. 

Discussion: SHS students Emma Cicciarella and Carolyn Castonguay shared 
an SHS update. Recent events include the Beta Club Induction Ceremony on 
4/23/25 and the release of Quarter 3 Honor Roll and High Honor Roll. Spirit 
week and a pep rally recently took place. There was a Cash Stall Fundraiser. 
The Music Department took a field trip to NYC to see Hamilton. AP U.S. 
History students took a trip to Washington, D.C. The film studies class 
viewed the Lego Movie in Manchester. CTE Reach and Design Class 
competed at Lime Rock on 4/25/25. The Trade & Career Fair was held 
recently. Photos from recent events were shared.  
 
The Somers Art Show opened on 4/28/25. An SHS Paint Night will be held 
on 5/1/25 and will help fund a field trip for art students. College decision day 
will also take place on 5/1/25 for seniors. There will be a Celebration of the 
Arts on 5/13/25. The school-wide Bioblitz will take place on 5/22/25. The 
Spring sports season is in full swing. 

6. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS 

7. CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion to approve Consent Agenda. This motion, made by Shane Manning and 
seconded by Derek Zelek, Carried. Yea: 8, Nay: 0, Absent: 1 (Carl Stebbins) 

7.1. Warrant of April 14, 2025 

Rationale: The Board to review and consent to the warrant of April 14, 
2025. 

7.2. Warrant of April 28, 2025 

Rationale: The Board to review and consent to the warrant of April 28, 
2025. 
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7.3. Retirements 

Rationale:  

• John Bishop, MBA Monitor, will be retiring at the end of the school year. 

• Laurie Somma, SHS Special Education Teacher, will be retiring effective August 1, 2025 
after 10 years of service at SPS. 

7.4. Resignation 

Rationale:  

• Dawn Ducharme, Coordinator of Pupil Services, will be resigning effective June 30, 
2025. 

7.5. Leave of Absence 

Rationale: Gabriela Frantzen, Grade 3 Teacher, will be taking a leave of absence 
approximately October 7, 2025, through the end of the 2025-2026 school year. 

8. OLD BUSINESS 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

9.1. 1st Posting DBS Code 5118.2 - Waiver of Tuition for Nonresident Students 

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

10.1. Curriculum (next meeting 5/12/25 6 p.m., 6/9/25 5:30 p.m.) 

This committee met on 4/28/25 to discuss the new math program.  The next 
meeting will take place on 5/12/25 at 6 p.m. 

10.2. Policy  

The next meeting will be held at the end of May. 

10.3. Planning/Finance  

This committee met on 4/21/25 to discuss quarterly budget transfers. There are no 
meetings scheduled. 

10.4. Salary & Negotiations  

10.5. Building  

11. CABE/CREC/State Dept. of Ed./SEF  

SEF hosted their largest fundraiser of the year, Spring Fest, on 4/26/25. More 
details will be shared at the next meeting.  

12. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS 

Community member, Lisa Horan, inquired whether there is a deadline by which 
the state grant money for the SES HVAC project must be used. Superintendent 
Galloway and Stephanie Levin shared that the district has applied for an 
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extension. The extension was approved. The project must be completed by 
December 2026. It is likely the district will need another extension. 

13. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:34 p.m. This motion, made by Jan Martin and 
seconded by Shane Manning, Carried.  Yea: 8, Nay: 0, Absent: 1 (Carl 
Stebbins) 

 

 

 

___________________________________________ 

Jan Martin, BOE Secretary  Date 

Jenna McDermott, BOE Recording Secretary 

 













 DBS CODE: 5118.2 

STUDENTS: 

Waiver of Tuition for Nonresident Students: 

The Somers Board of Education recognizes that under certain conditions it is appropriate 
to waive tuition for nonresident students. 

Below are set forth the conditions under which the Superintendent, in his sole discretion, 
may waive tuition for nonresident students.  Any request for waivers under circumstances 
not included herein will be considered by the Board of Education upon written request of 
the parents or guardians to the Superintendent. 

Any request for waiver of tuition which has been denied under this policy may be 
appealed in writing to the Board of Education for final determination. 

Tuition for a nonresident student may be waived by the Superintendent under the 
following conditions: 

1. When the parents or guardians of the student have made a firm commitment for 
moving into the community. After such commitment, residence must become 
effective within sixty (60) days. Under unusual conditions, as determined by the 
Superintendent, the time limit may be extended but under NO conditions shall the 
time be extended beyond the fiscal  year. 

2. When the parents or guardians of the child move from Somers prior to the end of 
the school year. The parents/guardian may request that their child be allowed to 
remain in Somers tuition free until the end of the school year. 

3. When the nonresident student is a child of a Somers Board of Education K-12 full-
time employee. The child may be enrolled if there is classroom space and facilities 
available. This shall be in effect only at the time of the student's potential enrollment 

4. When a student attends Somers High School as a bonafide exchange student, living 
with a resident of Somers and meets the following criteria: 

a)  A sponsoring agency must be accepted by the Council on Standards for 
International Educational Travel as listed in their annual publication, Advisory 
List of International Educational Travel & Exchange Programs. 

b)  Notification of the intent to sponsor a student should be submitted in written 
form by March 15 and finalized with names of host families and, if possible, 
exchange students’ names by June 1.  The entire application process must be 
directed to the Guidance Department.  Exceptions may only be granted by the 
high school administration. 

c)  The number of foreign exchange students cannot exceed 5% of the graduating 
class. 



d)  Each approved sponsoring agency must be a chartered nonprofit agency and 
be represented by a local representative who is not financially compensated in 
relationship to the number of particular placements completed at any school. 

e)  In all cases of student acceptance and placement, the decision of the high 
school administration is final. 

e)  All other conditions listed in DBS CODE 5118 shall also be considered when 
reviewing an application. 

All conditions for accepting a nonresident student into the Somers Public Schools in 
Policy DBS Code 5118 will apply. 

The Superintendent of Schools shall report annually the number of students affected by 
this policy. 

Adopted: June 23, 1986 

Revised:  May 9, 1994 

                May 8, 1995 
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