
BOARD OF EDUCATION  MEETING
Monday, December 14, 2020 7:00 PM

ZOOM - https://somers-k12-ct-us.zoom.us/j/85787987938?pwd=cEpCdGhFcGlLaXJwU01uUlhjSklkZz09 
Meeting ID: 857 8798 7938 Passcode: 487398 +1 646 558 8656 US (New York), [Address], [City], CT [Zip]

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1. Draft Minutes of November 23, 2020
The Board to review and approve the draft minutes of November 23, 2020.

3. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
4. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Warrant of December 14, 2020
Board to review and approve Warrant of December 14, 2020 in the amount of $616,652.51.

2. 2nd Warning of New Courses at Somers High Schools
2nd Warning of new courses at Somers High School. 

3. Resignation of Somers High School Math Intervention teacher
Mrs. Mary Ann Baldyga has resigned as of December 23, 2020.  Mary has been with Somers 
Public Schools sinceOctober 2015.

4. Resignation of Somers High School ParaEducator
Mr. Eric Uthgenannt, ParaEducator at Somers High School is resigning as of January 12, 2021.  He 
has been at the high school for 2 1/2 years.  

5. NEW BUSINESS
6. OLD BUSINESS
7. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

1. 6-Year Textbook Plan for Somers Public Schools
The Board will review the 6-Year Textbook Plan.  Mrs. Senecal will be there to answer any 
questions.

2. Quarterly Budget Report
Quarterly Budget Report for the Board to review.

3. Superintendent Update
The Superintendent will update the Board of current issues.

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. CURRICULUM
2. POLICY
3. SALARY & NEGOTIATION
4. PLANNING

9. CREC UPDATE
10. ADJOURNMENT
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Somers Board of Education Meeting 
Teleconferencing on Zoom 

November 23, 2020  
7:00 PM 

Video of this meeting may be accessed at: 
www.somers.k12.ct.us 

 
Attendance Taken at 6:59 PM:  
 
Present Board Members:  Bruce Devlin, Anne Kirkpatrick, Jan Martin, David Palmer,  
Sarah Bollinger, Krista Cherry, Marissa Marks, Kate McLellan  
  
Absent Board Members:  Jeremy Anderson 
 
Others:  Brian Czapla, Dina Senecal, Bill Boutwell, Christopher Rogers, Gary Cotzin  
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER   
  
The regular Board of Education meeting was called to order by Chairman Devlin at 7:00 p.m. via 
Zoom.  Chairman Devlin asked for Anne Kirkpatrick to make motions and Jan Martin to second 
the motions in order to facilitate the Zoom meeting.  
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   
 

2.1. Draft Minutes of Board of Education Meeting November 9, 2020   
   Rationale:  The Board to review and approve the November 9, 2020 draft 

minutes from the Board of Education meeting.  
Motion Passed:  Motion to approve the November 9, 2020 BOE Meeting Draft 
passed with a motion by Anne Kirkpatrick and a second by Jan Martin.   
8 Yeas - 0 Nays.   

 
3. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS   
 
4. CONSENT AGENDA   

Motion Passed:  Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented passed with a 
motion by Anne Kirkpatrick and a second by Jan Martin.  8 Yeas - 0 Nays.   

 
4.1. Warrant of November 23, 2020   

   Rationale:  The Board will review and give consent to the Warrant of November 
23, 2020 in the amount of $246,054.58.  

 
4.2. Retirement of Lunch Program Director   

   Rationale:  Lunch Program Director will be retiring on November 30, 2020. 
Leslie has been with Somers Public Schools for the last 31 years.  
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4.3. Retirement of Maintenance Groundskeeper   
   Rationale:  The Board will recognize Kevin Egan of the maintenance staff.  He 

has taken care of all the grounds and fields for Somers Public Schools for the last 
28 years and will be retiring on January 1, 2021.  

 
4.4. Retirement of MBA Custodian   

   Rationale:  Mr. Gary Kane, Night Custodian at Mabelle B. Avery, will be retiring 
effective January 2, 2021.  Gary has been with Somers Public Schools for 16 
years.  

 
4.5. Resignation of Somers High School Secretary   

   Rationale:  Mrs. Laura Pruden will be leaving us on November 30, 2020 after 
being at Somers High School for 14 years.  

 
4.6. Resignation of Somers Elementary School Nurse   

   Rationale:  Ms. Rachael Geoffrion, Somers Elementary School Nurse, is 
resigning and leaving on December 4, 2020.  

 
5. NEW BUSINESS   
 

5.1. 1st Warning of New Courses at Somers High School   
   Rationale:  The Board will review new courses at Somers High School.   

Members of the Curriculum Council, Mr. Cotzin and Mrs. Senecal will be there to 
answer questions.  

   Discussion:  Dina Senecal, Director of Curriculum, updated the BOE on four new 
SHS course proposals:  AP Computer Science Principals for Juniors/Seniors, AP 
Language and Composition for Juniors/Seniors, Honors 12 English for Seniors, 
and Career Exploration Mini-Course for Juniors/Seniors.  The AP Science course 
will count as a STEM credit per Gary Cotzin, SHS Principal.  Discussion ensued 
among BOE members.   

 
5.2. 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan (2021-2026)   

   Rationale:  The Board is to review and approve the 5-Year Capital Improvement 
Plan (2021-2026)  

   Discussion:  David Palmer complimented Superintendent Czapla and Bill 
Boutwell stating that the CIP report is easy to follow in regards to monitoring 
progress year after year.  He recommended all questions to be directed to 
Superintendent Czapla or Bill Boutwell.  Chairman Devlin stated that Jeremy 
Anderson wanted him to pass along to the Board that he is in full support of the 
report.  Superintendent Czapla stated that the annual CIP will be brought before 
the BOF in January or February.  He stated that a 5-year plan was put together last 
year.  This year, the same projects have tweaked pricing with the addition of two 
projects:  an MBA fire alarm system upgrade and a border fence along the 
northern perimeter of the MBA fields.     
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Motion Passed:  Motion to approve the 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan (2021-
2026) passed with a motion by Anne Kirkpatrick and a second by Jan Martin.   
8 Yeas - 0 Nays.   

 
5.3. Approval of SAA Contract   

   Rationale:  The Board will review and approve the SAA Contract.  
   Discussion:  David Palmer, Superintendent Czapla, and Gary Cotzin recognized  

that negotiations were conducted respectfully and cordially with an understanding 
for each side.  
Motion Passed:  Motion to approve the SAA Contract as presented passed with a 
motion by Anne Kirkpatrick and a second by Jan Martin.  8 Yeas - 0 Nays.   

 
6. OLD BUSINESS   
 
7. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS   
 

7.1. Professional Development Report   
   Rationale:  Mrs. Senecal will be in attendance for any questions.  
   Discussion:  Dina Senecal, Director of Curriculum, updated the BOE on 

Professional Development.  She stated that this year is unlike years in the past 
where PD was preplanned and set.  This year is much more flexible.  There have 
been five additional early release days in order to provide the staff more PD so 
that they are not using their collaborative time in school for PD.  Teachers and 
paraeducators have signed up for a social-emotional webinar series provided by 
Yale.  This will be 10-hours of self-guided social-emotional learning.    

 
7.2. District Grants Update Report   

   Rationale:  Mr. Boutwell will be in attendance to answer any questions of this 
report.  

   Discussion:  Superintendent Czapla updated the BOE on an annual report 
detailing some of the entitlement grants.  The district was just notified of $48,000 
that was granted to SPS which will be used to supply and supplement PPE and 
other mitigation strategies.    

 
7.3. Long Range Facilities Report   

   Rationale:  The Superintendent will answer any questions from the Board of 
Education.  

   Discussion:  Superintendent Czapla provided the BOE with an annual report 
regarding the progress of Long-Range Facilities projects and will return to the 
BOE with an updated report on cost estimates for boiler and roof replacements.    

 
7.4. Superintendent's Update   

   Rationale:  The Superintendent will update the Board on current issues.  
   Discussion:  Superintendent Czapla updated the BOE on managing Covid within  

the school district.  Discussion ensued among BOE members.   
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8. COMMITTEE REPORTS   
 

8.1. CURRICULUM   
   Discussion:  Kate McLellan stated that the committee met a couple of weeks ago 

to discuss new courses.  These courses were relayed by Dina Senecal and Gary 
Cotzin at this evening's BOE meeting.  There is nothing new to report.  

 
8.2. POLICY   

   Discussion:  Anne Kirkpatrick stated that the committee is on hold.  
 

8.3. SALARY & NEGOTIATION   
   Discussion:  David Palmer stated that there is no report.  
 

8.4. PLANNING   
   Discussion:  David Palmer stated that there is nothing further to report.  
 
9. CREC UPDATE   
  Discussion:  Krista Cherry stated that she attended the last meeting where the Council 

voted on a revised childhood education budget.  
 
10. ADJOURNMENT   

Motion Passed:  Motion to adjourn the BOE meeting at 7:31 p.m. passed with a motion 
by Jan Martin and a second by Anne Kirkpatrick.  8 Yeas - 0 Nays.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Jan Martin, Board of Education Secretary  Date 
 
Shannin Burns, BOE Recording Secretary 
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Title of Report:  Textbook 6-year plan 
 
Board Meeting Date:  December 14, 2020 
 

 Action x Report  Information  Discussion 
 
 
Submitted by:  Dina M. Senecal 

 
 

 
 
 

      
Somers Elementary School     

Course/Subject  2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026 2026-2027     

Social Studies (K-5) 
 

X 
  

      

Science (K-5) 
  

X 
 

      

Math (K-4) 
    

X X     

Math (Gr. 5) X X X 
 

      

      

Mabelle B. Avery School     

Course/Subject 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026 2026-2027     

Spanish (Gr. 7 & 8) 
 

X 
  

      

French (Gr. 7 & 8) 
 

X 
  

      

Math (Gr.6-8) X X X 
 

      

Science (Gr.  6-8) 
   

X       

SS (Gr. 6-8) 
  

X 
 

      

ELA (Gr. 6-8) 
 

X 
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Somers High School 

Course/Subject  2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026  2026-2027 

AP Stats  X 
     

Pre-Calculus  
 

X 
    

Honors Calculus X 
     

Honors Geometry  
     

X 

Honors Algebra II  
  

X 
   

Pre-Algebra X 
  

X 
  

Algebra I & Algebra II X 
     

Geometry 
 

X 
    

Honors Precalculus 
 

X 
    

AP Calculus 
 

X 
    

Probability & Statistics X 
     

Consumer Mathematics 
 

X 
    

Course/Subject 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026  2026-2027 

AP US History X 
     

World History 
 

X 
    

US History/Civics I 
     

*2028 

US History II 
     

*2028 

AP World History 
    

X 
 

AP Psychology     X  

Psychology 
 

X 
    

Sociology  
 

X 
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Course/Subject 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026 
 

2026-2027 

English 12 & AP Lit. 
  

X 
   

Ap Lit & Comp.  
*new course 

X  
 

X 
   

Honors 12  
*new course 

X 
 

     

Course/Subject 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026  2026-2027 

Honors Physics 
   

X 
  

AP Physics 
   

X 
  

Integrated Science 
   

X 
  

Honors Chemistry  
   

X 
  

AP Chemistry 
   

X 
  

Chemistry X 
     

AP Biology  
   

X 
  

Honors Biology 
   

X 
  

Anatomy & Physiology 
 

X 
    

Course/Subject 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026 2026-2027      

World of Technology 
   

X 
  

     

AP Computer Science  
*new course 

X           

Manufacturing 1, 2 and 
Advanced Manufacturing 

   
X 

  
     

Architectural Design 
   

X 
  

     

Welding 
   

X 
  

Honors Engineering Graphics 
1 & 2 

  
X 

   

Food Service & Management 1 & 2 
  

X 
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Course/Subject 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026 2026-2027 

Spanish 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 
Honors Spanish Classes 

 
X 

    

French 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 
Honors French Classes 

 
X 

    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course/Subject 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026  2026-2027 

Introduction to Business  
    

X 
 

Accounting I  
 

X 
    

Accounting II 
  

 
X 

    

Entrepreneurship 
    

X 
 

Business Law I  
  

X 
   

Business Law II 
  

X 
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