
Board of Education Meeting
Monday, June 8, 2020 7:00 PM
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/73683660721?pwd=YktQVGY4N2xoenBrUzFsMzBvVW10UT09 
Meeting ID: 736 8366 0721 Password: 1LWj22, [Address], [City], CT [Zip]

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1. Draft of Board Minutes May 26, 2020

3. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS

4. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Warrant of June 8,2020

2. 2nd warning - Somers Elementary Math Textbooks

3. 2nd Warning on Mabelle B. Avery Middle School 
Math Textbooks

4. Retirement of Media ParaEducator

5. NEW BUSINESS

1. Somers Board of Education Approved Impartial 
Expulsion Hearing Officer List

6. OLD BUSINESS

7. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

1. Update on 2019-2020 Budget

2. Superintendent Updates

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. CURRICULUM

2. POLICY

3. SALARY & NEGOTIATION

4. PLANNING

9. CREC UPDATE

10. Executive Session

11. ADJOURNMENT



 
       S O M E R S   P U B L I C   S C H O O L S 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

  
 
	

 
Bruce E. Devlin (Chairman) 

David Palmer (Vice-Chairman) 
Rick Lees (Secretary) 

Jeremy Anderson 
Barbara Capuano 
Anne Kirkpatrick 

Jan Martin 
Kate McLellan 

Sarah Moynihan-Bollinger 
 

	
May	26,	2020	

Board	of	Education	Meeting	Minutes	
	
	
	
The	meeting	was	called	to	order	at	7:01pm	
	
In	attendance:		Bruce	Devlin,	Jan	Martin,	Krista	Cherry,	Sarah	Bollinger,	Kate	McLellan,	Jeremy	
Anderson,	Anne	Kirkpatrick,	Marissa	Marks,	Brian	Czapla,	Bill	Boutwell,	Gary	Cotzin,	Irene	Zytka	
	
Jan	Martin	made	a	motion	to	approve	the	minutes	from	the	May	11,	2020	BOE	meeting	(seconded	by	
Anne	Kirkpatrick).		The	motion	passed	8-0.	
	
Jan	Martin	made	a	motion	to	add	an	agenda	item	(5.4),	Graduation	Discussion	(seconded	by	Anne	
Kirlpatrick).		The	motion	passed	8-0.	
	
Jan	Martin	made	a	motion	to	approve	the	consent	agenda	as	presented	(seconded	by	Anne	
Kirkpatrick).		The	motion	passed	8-0.	
	
Jan	Martin	made	a	motion	to	accept	the	Job-Sharing	proposal	for	SES	elementary	teachers	Nicole	
Dzicek	and	Melissa	Shannon	(seconded	by	Anne	Kirkpatrick).		The	motion	passed	8-0.	
	
Gary	Cotzin	provided	an	overview	of	the	graduation	plans	for	the	class	of	2020.	
	
Brian	Czapla	gave	a	report	on	the	potential	plans	for	the	reopening	of	schools	in	the	fall	of	2020.	
	
Jan	Martin	made	a	motion	to	adjourn	the	meeting	(seconded	by	Anne	Kirkpatrick).		The	motion	
passed	8-0.	
	
The	meeting	adjourned	at	8:09pm	
	
	
	
	

Video	recording	of	this	meeting	can	be	found	at	
https://www.somers.k12.ct.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=61378&pageId=26537794 

	
	











 
 

 
Board of Education 

Administrative Report 
 

 

 
Title of Report:  SES Math Textbook 

 
Board Meeting Date:  5/26/20 
 

x Action  Report  Information  Discussion 
 
Submitted by:  Irene Zytka

 
Executive Summary 

 
Included in this report is the Information regarding the SES Math textbook adoption for 
the 2020-21 school year.  The program will be for grade K-4 and is a 5 year contract. 

 
Report 

 
 The Math textbook piloted and selected by the SES staff is Investigations by Pearson.  

	
Investigations 3 is the K-5 inquiry-based approach to teaching mathematics. Funded by  
Pearson, TERC, and the National Science Foundation, Investigations  represent over 
20 years of research and development. It provides new digital tools, ongoing 
professional development, and expanded family support. 
 
Student Component: Students actively explore mathematical ideas to develop 
understanding and fluency.  They collaborate, investigate and take part in problem-
based learning.  Curriculum involves opportunities to explain and justify reasoning and 
use student to student discourse to encourage active learning and collaboration. 
 

Ongoing Teacher Support: Instructional notes create a "dialogue with teachers." 
Investigations support personal and professional growth, and digital resources to 
enhance instruction. 

Family Support: Online learning tools are available to allow families to support their 
children at home.  Families have access to resources, games and activities for home 
use and reinforcement. 

 
 



 
 

 
Board of Education 

Administrative Report 
 

 

 
Title of Report:  MBA Math Textbook 

 
Board Meeting Date:  5/26/20 
 

x Action  Report  Information  Discussion 
 
Submitted by:  Irene Zytka

 
Executive Summary 

 
Included in this report is the Information regarding the SES/MBA Math textbook 
adoption for the 2020-21 school year.  The program will be for grade 5-8 and is a 1 year 
contract. 

 
Report 

 
 The Math textbook piloted and selected by the SES/MBA staff is Ready Classroom 
Mathematics by Curriculum Associates.  
 
Student Component- The curriculum which drives the Ready Math program is 
discourse driven using a “Try-Discuss-Connect” routine which actively supports 
students as they collaborate, discuss and clarify strategies and concepts 
 
Teacher Component and Support: A diagnostic testing system ( IReady) is included 
in the program.  This testing component provides teachers with ongoing progress 
monitoring information to enhance student learning.  It is aligned with the common core 
standard and provides students with a gateway to improve skills. Professional 
development throughout the year provides teachers with opportunities to analyze the 
curriculum and testing in order to best instruct students. 

Family Support: Online learning tools are available to allow families to support their 
children at home.  Families have access to activities packs and guidance to support 
learning at home. 

 
 



Somers Board of Education 
Approved Impartial Expulsion Hearing Officer List 

For School Year 2020-2021 

Dan Murphy 
Kainen, Escalara & McHale               
(860) 493-0870  

Fred Dorsey 
Kainen, Escalara & McHale                
(860) 493-0870  

Kyle McClain 
Zangari Cohn Cuthbertson Duhl & Grello P.C.            
(203) 786-3702  

Peter J. Maher                    
Shipman & Goodwin, LLC               
(860) 251-5507  

Christine Chinni            
Chinni & Meuser, LLC                
(860) 677-0255  

Craig Meuser 
Chinni & Meuser, LLC               
(860) 677-0255  
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