
BOE Meeting Template 
Tuesday, October 11, 2016 7:00 PM 

Mabelle Avery Middle School District Offices Board Room, 4 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071

  
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes of September 26, 2016 BOE Meeting.
4. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS
5. CORRESPONDENCE
6. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
7. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approval of Bills
2. Retirement Letter- Patricia Clark, SES

8. NEW BUSINESS
1. 2017 BOE Meeting Schedule

The 2017 BOE Meeting Schedule has been prepared as per DBS Code: 9321.1 (with the exception 
of April 2017 in which one Board of Education meeting will be held).

2. Approval of SHS Field Trip to Peru
Mrs. Ines Dunn and Mr. Carlos Mezger, SHS teachers in the World Language program request 
Board approval of a field trip to Peru from February 17, 2017 to February 26, 2017 for students in 
the World Language program.  The trip to Peru will allow students the opportunity to put what they 
have learned in the classroom in context by actually living, seeing, and experiencing the language, 
historical events and different culture.

9. OLD BUSINESS
10. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

1. Science, CMT, SBAC and CAPT, SAT Results
Principals Jennifer Oliver (SES) and Clay Krevolin (MBA) will present the 2015 Science CMT and 
SBAC results for Grades 5 and 8.  Gary Cotzin, Principal at Somers High School, will present the 
Grade 10 Science CAPT and SAT.

2. NWEA Review/Update
Dr. Irene Zytka will be reviewing NWEA

3. High School Exit Survey Results
Mr. Cotzin, Principal of Somers High School, has included the 2016 Senior Exit Report.  He will 
be available to answer any questions board members might have.

11. COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. Budget
2. Curriculum
3. Policy
4. Salary & Negotiations
5. Planning
6. Other Committees

12. OTHER
13. ADJOURNMENT
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION 
1 Vision Boulevard 
Somers, CT  06071 

www.somers.k12.ct.us 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – SEPTEMBER 26, 2016 
 

Members Present: B. Devlin, D. Palmer (arrived at 7:04 p.m.), R. Lees, Jr., J. Formeister, 
M. Marquardt, K. McLellan, B. Capuano 

Members Absent: S. Moynihan Bollinger, A. Kirkpatrick 
Administrators Present: Dr. M. Suffredini, B. Boutwell, Dr. D. Messina, Dr. I. Zytka  
Staff Present:  
Citizens Present:  
Students Present:  
Others:  
 
1.0 CALL TO ORDER 

The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by 
Chairman Devlin in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School Board of Education meeting room. 

 
2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 
3.0 ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Dr. Suffredini opened the floor for nomination for Chairman on the Board of Education.  It 
was MOVED (J. Formeister), SECONDED (R. Lees) to elect B. Devlin as Chairman of the 
Board of Education.  PASSED 7-0.  Chairman Devlin opened nominations for Vice 
Chairman and Secretary.  It was MOVED (M. Marquardt), SECONDED (B. Devlin) to 
elect D. Palmer as Vice Chairman of the Board.  PASSED 7-0.  It was MOVED (D. Palmer), 
SECONDED (B. Capuano) to elect R. Lees as Secretary of the Board.  PASSED 7-0. 

 
4.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

September 12, 2016 – It was MOVED (K. McLellan), SECONDED (B. Capuano) to approve 
the September 12, 2016 Board of Education meeting minutes as presented.  PASSED 7-0. 

  
5.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS 
 
6.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
7.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS 
   
8.0 CONSENT AGENDA 
  
 8.1.  Approval of Bills 
         It was MOVED (J. Formeister), SECONDED (M. Marquardt) to approve the 9/26/16 
         bills in the amount of $150,568.62 as presented.  PASSED 7-0. 
 
 8.2.  Resignation Letter – Karen Clark, Secretary to the Principal of Somers High School 
         It was MOVED (J. Formeister), SECONDED (M. Marquardt) to accept the resignation 
         of Karen Clark, Secretary to the Principal of Somers High School, effective October 7, 
         2016.  PASSED 7-0. 
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9.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 
 9.1.  First Warning of DBS Code 2120:  Organization Table 
         The 2016-2017 organization table is being presented to the Board as per DBS Code 

        2120.  Second warning will be on the 10/11/16 agenda. 
 
9.2.  Final Budget Approval  
        It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (J. Formeister) to accept the revised 2016- 
        2017 budget.  PASSED 7-0.  

 
10.0 OLD BUSINESS 
 
 10.1.  Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code 3520.13 – Student Data Protection and 

          Privacy/Cloud-Based Issues 
          It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (R. Lees) to accept DBS Code 3520.13 – 
          Student Data Protection and Privacy/Cloud-Based Issues as presented.  PASSED 7-0. 
 
10.2.  Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code 4111/4211 – Recruitment and Selection 
          It was MOVED (B. Capuano), SECONDED (K. McLellan) to accept DBS Code 
          4111/4211 – Recruitment and Selection as presented.  PASSED 7-0.  
 
10.3.  Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code 5131.601 – Medical (Palliative) Use of 
          Marijuana 
          It was MOVED (B. Capuano), SECONDED (K. McLellan) to accept DBS Code 
          5131.601 – Medical (Palliative) Use of Marijuana as presented.  PASSED 7-0. 
 
10.4.  Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code 5141.4 – Reporting of Child Abuse, Neglect 
          and Sexual Assault 
          It was MOVED (K. McLellan), SECONDED (B. Capuano) to accept DBS Code 5141.4 
          – Reporting of Child Abuse, Neglect and Sexual Assault as presented.  PASSED 7-0.  

   
11.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
           As reported under agenda item 12.4 – Salary and Negotiations. 

  
12.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 Minutes will be taken at all subcommittee meetings. 
 

12.1.  Budget – No report. 
 

12.2.  Curriculum – No report. 
 
12.3.  Policy – No report.  The meeting will be rescheduled. 
  
12.4.  Salary & Negotiations – Dr. Suffredini reported that the preliminary planning 
          meeting for SEA negotiations will be held on Tuesday, September 27, 2016 at 10 a.m.  
          The tentative date to officially begin negotiations with SEA is scheduled for October 
          11, 2016 at 4 p.m. 

 
12.5.  Planning – Dr. Suffredini reported that the committee is in the process of 
          coordinating the long-range plan.  The committee will monitor issues from the 
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           buildings and maintenance, explore the time schedule, and prioritize issues.  Dr. 
Suffredini and B. Boutwell, Director of Business Services, will coordinate the 
information and communicate with the subcommittee.  Mr. Palmer recommended 
that there is no need to meet with the long-range subcommittee until budget time.   

  
12.6.  Other Committees – None. 
 

Chairman Devlin informed the Board members to contact him if a member wants to join or 
remove themselves from a committee. 
 
13.0 OTHER  
 
14.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 It was MOVED (M. Marquardt), SECONDED (J. Formeister) to adjourn the BOE meeting 

at 7:17 p.m.  PASSED 7-0.  
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary 
Shannin Burns, Recording Secretary 
    
These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting. 
 
 

















Somers Board of Education 
One Vision Boulevard 

Somers, Connecticut 06071 
www.somers.k12.ct.us 

 
 
 

2017 MEETING SCHEDULE 
 

Monday, January 9, 2017 
Monday, January 23, 2017 

 
Monday, February 13, 2017 
Monday, February 27, 2017 

 
Monday, March 13, 2017 
Monday, March 27, 2017 

 
Monday, April 24, 2017 

 
Monday, May 8, 2017 

Tuesday, May 22, 2017 
 

Monday, June 12, 2017 
Monday, June 26, 2017 

 
Monday, July 10, 2017 

 
Monday, August 28, 2017 

 
Monday, September 11, 2017 
Monday, September 25, 2017 

 
Tuesday, October 10, 2017 
Monday, October 23, 2017 

 
Monday, November 13, 2017 
Monday, November 27, 2017 

 
Monday, December 4, 2017 

 
 
 
 

Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School District Offices Board Room 
unless specified otherwise on the meeting agenda. 
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Assessment Results 
& NWEA Overview 

2016 

Somers Elementary School 

CMT Science % of Grade 5 
Students at Level 3 or above 
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SBAC ELA % of Students by Level 

SBAC ELA % at Level 3 or Above 

SBAC Math % of Students by Level 
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SBAC MATH % at Level 3 or Above 

Mabelle B. Avery Middle 
School 
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ELA/Literacy Results  
(Reading, Writing, Listening, Research/Inquiry) 

Grade 6 

Grade 7 

Grade 8 
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SBAC ELA % at Level 3 or Above 
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State 
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Mathematics Results  
(Concepts and Procedures, Problem Solving & 
Modeling & Data Analysis, Communicating and 

Reasoning) 

Grade 6 

Grade 7 

Grade 8 
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Grade 8 Science CMT Results 
(State Comparison Not Available) 

Somers High School 
 

Grade 10 Science CAPT 

Goal	and	Advanced	
Somers	 60	

State	 47	

DRG	B	 73	
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SAT 

Cri?cal	Reading	 Mathema?cs	 Combined	
Somers	 546	 534	 1080	

Connec?cut	 518	 499	 1017	

Na?on	 490	 481	 971	
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SAT	Comparisons	2016	

NWEA 

MAP 

Measures of Academic Progress® 
(MAP®)are K – 12 interim assessments 
that measure growth, project 
proficiency on high-stakes tests, and 
inform how educators differentiate 
instruction, evaluate programs, and 
structure curriculum.  
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WHAT IS IT? 

Ø Computer adaptive MAP assessments reveal 
precisely which academic skills and concepts the 
student has acquired and what they’re ready to 
learn.  

Ø MAP assessments are grade independent and adapt 
to each student’s instructional level.  

Ø Every item on a MAP assessment is anchored to a 
vertically aligned equal interval scale, called the 
RIT scale for Rasch UnIT—a stable measurement, 
like inches on a ruler, that covers all grades.  

Ø MAP test results enable staff  to identify relative strength and 
weakness in goal areas for mathematics, reading, language 
usage, or science in relation to the standards being assessed.  

Ø  Further, this precise measure of a student’s abilities 
empowers educators to differentiate instruction at the level 
of the individual student.  

Ø MAP challenges the top performers while not overwhelming 
students whose skills are below grade level. No students are 
lost at the upper and lower levels of achievement.  

WHAT AREAS ARE WE TESTING? 

�  K- SPRING IN READING AND MATH (due to other tests 
already being given) 

�  GRADES 1-8, & 10- FALL, WINTER AND SPRING- READING 
AND MATH 

�  COMING IN 2017-SCIENCE GRADES 3-8, & 10 
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HOW WE USE THE DATA 

 

�  PREDICTING PROFICIENCY 

�  PREDICTING COLLEGE 

�  READINESS UNIVERSAL SCREENER / INTERVENTION 
PLACEMENT 

�  DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION  

�  PROGRAM EVALUATION  

�  STUDENT GOAL SETTING  

District Summary 



 
 
 
 
From the desk of: 
Gary M. Cotzin 
Principal, Somers High School 
Phone: 860.749.2270 x4103 
Email: gary.cotzin@somers.k12.ct.us 
 

“One School, One Voice, One Belief, One Outcome” 
  
 
 
September 29, 2016 
 
Re: Senior Exit Survey 
 
Attached is the survey results from the Class of 2016. I have included some comparative data 
from the survey taken by the previous year’s graduating class.  
 
 
Students feel safer in the building (+10%) 
Drug perception as an issue in the school is down (Little or No Problem 2015: 17% 2016: 43%) 
Alcohol perception as an issue in the school down ((Little or No Problem 2015: 37% 2016: 57%) 
Bullying as an issue in the school down ((Little or No Problem 2015: 48% 2016: 57%) 
Academic Dishonesty perception as an issue in the school down ((Little or No Problem 2015: 
34% 2016: 43%) 
 
Students are a little less satisfied with the education they are receiving (Agree 2015: 90% 2016: 
78%) 
Health Services via the Nurse’s Office has declined in overall student satisfaction 
(Good/Excellent 2015: 84%  2016: 62%) 
 
 
Class of 2017, 2018 and 2019: 
 
Last year was our first attempt at getting all grade levels to take the survey. Over 65% of  
freshmen, sophomores, and juniors participated. 
 
Some preliminary findings: 
 
All three classes responded similarily to the Class of 2016 albeit a few exceptions: 
Overall educational satisfaction improved. 
Health services improved. 
Library Media Center services improved. 
Counseling services improved. 
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