
BOE Meeting Template 
Monday, March 14, 2016 7:30 PM 

Somers Elementary School Media Center, 4 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071

  
1. BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING

THE BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD IN THE SOMERS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
AUDITORIUM AT 7:00 P.M. PRIOR TO THE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING.

2. CALL TO ORDER
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
5. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS
6. CORRESPONDENCE
7. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
8. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approval of Bills
2. Maternity Leave - S. Jodice

To approve a request for unpaid child-rearing leave starting at the conclusion of FMLA leave with 
a return to work date for the beginning of the 2017-2018 school year.

3. Resignation Letter - L. Lonczewski
Loren Lonczewski, Physics Teacher at Somers High School, has given his notice of resignation at 
the end of the 2015-2016 school year.

9. NEW BUSINESS
1. 2016-2017 Choice Students

Annually we are required to review our availability of seats to expand the Choice program.  We 
presently have 19 Choice students enrolled in our district.  My recommendation for the 2016-17 
school year is to maintain 25 seats.

10. OLD BUSINESS
1. Second Warning/Adoption of New Textbook, "Discovering World Geography - 

Grades 6 & 7
The Board Curriculum Committee reviewed the above textbook for MBA Grades 6 & 7.  The 
Discovering World Geography Textbook was first warned at the 2/22/16 BOE meeting and is now 
ready for adoption.

2. Second Warning/Adoption of New World Language Textbook, "Biendit!" for MBA 
and SHS
The Board Curriculum Committee reviewed the above textbook for MBA and SHS.  The New 
World Language Textbook, "Biendit!" was first warned at the 2/22/16 BOE meeting and is now 
ready for adoption.

3. Second Warning/Adoption of New World Language Textbook, "Avacemos!" for MBA 
and SHS
The Board Curriculum Committee reviewed the above textbook for MBA and SHS.  The New 
World Language Textbook, "Avancemos!" was first warned at the 2/22/16 BOE meeting and is 
now ready for adoption.

4. Clarification of the Board of Education's Position on the Transportation Policy as stated in the 
Board of Education's letter to the Board of Selectman dated November 16, 2015
The Board of Education will vote to correct a statement in the letter to the Board of Selectmen 
dated November 16, 2015.

11. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
1. Annual Scheduling - Class Size

Mr. Cotzin will explain the scheduling process and the information on the course tally for the 2016-
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2017 school year.  He will be available to respond to any questions the board may have.
12. COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Budget
2. Curriculum
3. Policy
4. Salary & Negotiations
5. Planning
6. Other Committees

13. OTHER
14. ADJOURNMENT
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
1 Vision Boulevard
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – FEBRUARY 22, 2016

Members Present: B. Devlin, D. Palmer, R. Lees, Jr., S. Moynihan Bollinger, J. Formeister, 
A. Kirkpatrick, M. Marquardt (left at 7:50 p.m.), K. McLellan, 

       B. Capuano
Members Absent:
Administrators Present: Dr. M. Suffredini, B. Boutwell, Dr. I. Zytka, R. Wilson
Staff Present:
Citizens Present:
Students Present:
Others: W. Healey (J.I.), B. Case (Pension Committee), M. Matty (Investment 

Manager), R. Caso (Investment Manager)

1.0 BOE Yearbook Pictures were taken at 6:45 p.m. before the start of the BOE meeting.

2.0 CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by 
Chairman Devlin in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School Board of Education meeting room.

3.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

4.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
January 11, 2016 – It was MOVED (A. Kirkpatrick), SECONDED (M. Marquardt) to 
approve the January 11, 2016 Board of Education meeting minutes as presented.  PASSED 
9-0.

 
5.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

Motion to move agenda item 9.1 to before agenda item 6.

It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (B. Capuano) to suspend the agenda and move
agenda item 9.1 – District Pension Plan to before agenda item 6.  PASSED 9-0.

9.1.  District Pension Plan
        Mr. R. Caso, Mr. M. Matty, and Mr. B. Case updated the Board on the District’s
        Pension Plan and the performance of the funds.  A packet was distributed to Board
        members.

6.0 CORRESPONDENCE

7.0        OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS

.  It was MOVED (A. Kirkpatrick), SECONDED (B. Capuano) to add agenda item 9.4 – 
First Warning of New Textbook, “Discovering World Geography” for grades 6 and 7.  
PASSED 9-0.
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.  It was MOVED (A. Kirkpatrick), SECONDED (B. Capuano) to add agenda item 9.5 – 
First Warning of New World Language Textbook, “Biendit!” for MBA and SHS.  
PASSED 9-0.

.  It was MOVED (A. Kirkpatrick), SECONDED (B. Capuano) to add agenda item 9.6 – 
First Warning of New World Language Textbook for Spanish, “Avancemos!” for MBA 
and SHS.  PASSED 9-0.

8.0 CONSENT AGENDA

8.1.  Approval of Bills
.  It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (M. Marquardt) to approve the 1/25/16 

bills in the amount of $90,291.84 as presented.  PASSED 9-0.
.  It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (M. Marquardt) to approve the 2/8/16 

bills in the amount of $335,048.17 as presented.  PASSED 9-0.
.  It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (M. Marquardt) to approve the 2/22/16 

bills in the amount of $162,677.39 as presented.  PASSED 9-0. 

8.2.  Somers High School Partial Roof Replacement, OSF State Project No. 129-0037 (Fifth
        Payment)
        It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (R. Lees) to approve the fifth payment
        application for the Somers High School Partial Roof Replacement Project in the

            amount of $13,392.15 as submitted by Silktown Roofing, Inc.  The application has been
        reviewed and certified for payment by our project architect, Silver/Petrucelli &
        Associates, Inc.  PASSED 9-0.

8.3.  Somers High School Partial Roof Replacement, OSF State Project No. 129-0037 (Sixth
        Payment)
        It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (R. Lees) to approve the sixth payment
        application for the Somers High School Partial Roof Replacement Project in the
        amount of $50,472.10.  The application has been reviewed and certified for payment by
        our project architect, Silver/Petrucelli & Associates, Inc.  PASSED 9-0.

8.4.  Resignation Letter – Dr. Richard Wilson
        It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (M. Marquardt) to accept with regret and
        appreciation the resignation of Dr. Richard Wilson, Science Teacher at Somers High
        School, effective February 3, 2016.  PASSED 9-0.

9.0 NEW BUSINESS

9.2.  Approval of Job Sharing Agreements
 It was MOVED (M. Marquardt), SECONDED (B. Capuano) to approve the SES 

job-sharing agreement between N. Dzicek and M. Shannon for the 2016-2017 
school year.  PASSED 9-0.

 It was MOVED (M. Marquardt), SECONDED (B. Capuano) to approve the SES 
job-sharing agreement between R. Leiphart and P. Clark for the 2016-2017 
school year.  PASSED 9-0. 

9.3.  2016-2017 School Calendar
        It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (K. McLellan) to approve the 2016-2017
        school calendar as presented by Dr. Suffredini.  PASSED 9-0.
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9.4.  First Warning of New Textbook, “Discovering World Geography,” for grades 6 and 7.
        The textbook, “Discovering World Geography,” was discussed by the Curriculum
        Committee and is being presented for first warning to the Board.  Second
        warning/adoption will be included on the 3/14/16 agenda.

9.5.  First Warning of New World Language Textbook, “Biendit!” for MBA and SHS. 
        The textbook, “Biendit!” was discussed by the Curriculum Committee and is being
        presented for first warning to the Board.  Second warning/adoption will be included on
        the 3/14/16 agenda.

9.6.  First Warning of New World Language Textbook, “Avancemos!” for MBA and SHS.
        The textbook, “Avancemos!” was discussed by the Curriculum Committee and is being
        presented for first warning to the Board.  Second warning/adoption will be included on
        the 3/14/16 agenda. 

10.0 OLD BUSINESS

10.1.  Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code 5141.4:  Reporting of Child Abuse, Neglect
          and Sexual Assault
          It was MOVED (A. Kirkpatrick), SECONDED (K. McLellan) to approve DBS Code
          5141.4:  Reporting of Child Abuse, Neglect, and Sexual Assault as presented. 
          PASSED 9-0.

10.2.  Long-Range Plan
          It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (R. Lees) to approve the Long-Range Plan
          as presented.  PASSED 9-0.
 

11.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

11.1.  Proposed 2016-2017 Budget
          It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (K. McLellan) to approve the 2016-2017
          budget as presented for $22,074,859.00.  PASSED 8-0.  

11.2.  District Grants Update
          Mr. B. Boutwell, Director of Business Services, provided the Board with an updated
          report regarding district grants.  The grants are divided into three categories:  Two-
          Year Grants, One-Year Grants, and Town of Somers Education Grants.  Mr.
          Boutwell reported that there has not been a significant change.  Mr. R. Wilson was
          approved for a $32,000 technology grant.  
 

12.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Minutes will be taken at all subcommittee meetings.

12.1.  Budget – As stated above under agenda item 11.1.

12.2.  Curriculum – A. Kirkpatrick reported that the committee met on 2/22/16. 

12.3.  Policy – A. Kirkpatrick reported that the next meeting will be held on Monday,
          3/7/16, at a time to be determined among committee members.

12.4.  Salary & Negotiations – None. 
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12.5.  Planning – None. 

12.6.  Other Committees – None. 

13.0 OTHER
 It was MOVED (J. Formeister), SECONDED (D. Palmer) to clarify the Board’s 

position on the Transportation Policy as stated in the Board of Education’s letter to 
Board of Selectmen dated November 16, 2015.  PASSED 6-0-2, ABSTAINED 2 (A. 
Kirkpatrick, S. Bollinger).

 It was MOVED (J. Formeister), SECONDED (D. Palmer) to formally vote on the 
position of the Board’s Transportation Policy at a future BOE meeting.  PASSED 
6-0-2, ABSTAINED 2 (A. Kirkpatrick, S. Bollinger).

14.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (K. McLellan) to adjourn the BOE meeting at 
8:18 p.m.  PASSED 8-0. 

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Shannin Burns, Recording Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.























Original Submission? (X Here) X Revision? (X Here) Original Submission Date:

Revision Date:

Hartford Region Open Choice Program:  Somers School District 2016-17 Seat Declaration Form

A. Open Choice Enrollment (as of October 1, 2015 PSIS) - Includes Outplaced Students if Applicable
In the GRAY highlighted row in the chart below, note the number of Open Choice students enrolled in your district for the 2015-16 school year as of the October 1, 2015 PSIS
filing. In the Projected Open Choice Maintained Seats row it is assumed that, with the exception of graduating Grade 12 students, all students will continue to the next grade in
your district for 2016-17.

School
Year PK4 K Grade

1
Grade

2
Grade

3
Grade

4
Grade

5
Grade

6
Grade

7
Grade

8
Grade

9
Grade

10
Grade

11
Grade

12 Total

Open Choice
Enrollment 2015-16 1 2 1 4 2 2 1 4 2 19

Projected Open
Choice
Maintained Seats

2016-17 0 0 0 0 1 2 1 4 2 2 1 4 2 19

B. Student Withdrawals AFTER the October 1, 2015 PSIS Filing
If you are aware of any students who have withdrawn after your October 1, 2015 PSIS filing and will not be returning for the 2016-17 school year, please list the Student’s
SASID, School Name, Grade, and Date of Withdrawal below. Please use a separate sheet to list additional withdrawals.

Student's SASID School Name Grade in Which Student Was
Enrolled

Date of Withdrawal

Total Number (Total of Rows 18 through 22 + Any Additional Withdrawals) of Open Choice Students Withdrawn after October 1 PSIS: 0

C. Projected Open Choice Maintained Seats for School Year 2016-17

Data Per Chart Total

A. Projected Open Choice Maintained Seats 20
B. Less: Students Withdrawn After October 1, 2015 PSIS Filing 1
C. Projected Open Choice Maintained Seats 19



D. Proposed New Seats, Reserved and Unreserved, 2016-17:

In the chart below, please provide the proposed new Open Choice seats by grade for 2016-17.  To add a new school, provide the school’s name and the proposed seats
by grade in the New School(s) section below. If any of the seats declared in your Proposed New Seats are reserved for siblings (Reserved), please sum the number of
those seats plus the number of other seats (Unreserved), and enter the total number for each grade. For information on the number of sibling applicants who have
applied to your district, please refer to Attachment A in the Commissioner’s letter for the Sibling Applicant Pool data.

School Name

PK4 K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Total

*#
 o

f
Se

at
s

# 
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Se
at

s

# 
of

Se
at

s

# 
of

Se
at

s

# 
of

Se
at

s
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Se
at

s
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Se
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s
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Se
at

s

# 
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Se
at

s

# 
of

Se
at

s

# 
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Se
at

s

# 
of

Se
at

s

# 
of

Se
at

s

Somers Elementary School 1 1 2

0

0

0

0

0

New School(s)

0

0

TOTAL: New Open Choice Seats 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

Grand Total of New Seats (Sum of Non-Sibling Plus Sibling Seats) 2
*The # of Seats = the Number of Reserved sibling seats + the Number of Unreserved seats.
If the sibling applicant does not accept the offered seat, may we offer the seat to the next student on the waitlist in that grade? Yes __  No _x_ (check one) If No, enter
the number of seats in the column of the school and grade that should not be offered. If no Sibling seats are reported as designated only for Siblings below, RSCO will
offer the seats to the next Non-Sibling applicants on the waitlist.

School Name PK4 K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Total
0
0
0



E. Total Projected Seats (Maintained Seats Plus New Seats) 2016-17:

Data Per Chart Total

C. Projected Open Choice Maintained Seats 19

D. Proposed New Open Choice Seats 2

Total Projected Open Choice Seats for 2016-17 21

Please reply electronically no later than Tuesday, March 1, 2016. Dr. Maynard M. Suffredini, Jr. 2/24/2016

Superintendent of Schools E-
Signature

Date

Please email the form no later than Tuesday, March 1, 2016 to:

OCSeatDecs.SDE@ct.gov
Barbara Canzonetti
Education Consultant Monitoring This Inbox
Sheff Office / State Department of Education
860.713.6578

mailto:OCSeatDecs.SDE@ct.gov


Textbook Proposals

Somers Public Schools 

Subject Grade Textbook Info Cost
Social Studies 6 & 7 Discovering World 

Geography 

McGraw Hill Education
300 hard copies/online
(5 year textbook 
review/6 year cycle 
online subscription)

$30,682.83 total

World Language MBA

SHS

Bien Dit (French)
Avancemos (Spanish)

Houghton Muffin 
Harcourt
140 combined copies 
plus assorted online 
and hard copies 
resources
5 year textbook 
review/3 year review 
cycle online 
subscription 

Bien Dit (French-
includes new French 5 
books)
Avancemos (Spanish)

Houghton Muffin 
Harcourt
100 combined copies 
plus assorted online 
and hard copies 
resources
5 year textbook 
review/3 year review 
cycle online 
subscription

$8,796.88

$16,720.02

$25,516.90 total





































From the desk of:
Gary M. Cotzin
Principal, Somers High School
Phone: 860.749.2270 x4103
Email: gary.cotzin@somers.k12.ct.us

“One School, One Voice, One Belief, One Outcome”

MEMORANDUM

To: Dr. Maynard Suffredini

Date: March 4, 2016

Re: Class Section Comparison 

Below is a table that compares class sections from this year to projected class sections for the 
2016/2017 school year. I have also attached a master list, based on student requests and the 
expected number of sections to offer. 

       Discipline 2015/2016 2016/2017        Net Gain/Loss

       English 32 30 -2
       Math 32 30.5 -1.5
       Social Studies 25 25 0
       Science 29 29 0
      World Language 20 20 0
      Art 15 15 0
      PE/Health 10 10 0
      Business 10 10 0
      Tech Ed 15 15 0
      Music 4 4 0



Course Requests

101 Intro/Art (1) 95
110 Computer Animation (2) 36
111 Computer Art (2) 30
114 Printmaking (2) 40
116 Adv. D. & P./Portfolio (3) 17
134 Honors Art (4) 8
140 Ceramics 1 (2) 105
141 Ceramics 2 (3) 54
142 Drawing 1 (2) 84
143 Drawing 2 (3) 36
144 Sculpture 1 (2) 49
145 Sculpture 2 (3) 35
148 AP Art (4) 5

152 Fundamentals of Music/Theory (2) 7
156 Band (2) 54
157 Chorus (2) 29
158 Jazz Choir (3) 11
159 Music in Society (2) 16

201 A Intro. Business (2) 95
204 Computer Applications ll (3) 39
205 Computer Applications l (2) 122
210 Entrepreneurship (3) 18
211 Marketing (3) 32
221 B Intro. Business (2) 72
226 Accounting 1 (2) 27
227 Accounting 2 (3) 12
232 Business Law 1 (3) 14
233 Business Law 2 (3) 5

321 Hon. English 9 (4) 31
322 Col. English 9 (3) 82
324 Hon. English 10 (4) 22



325 Col. English 10 (3) 110
327 Hon. English 11 (4) 25
328 Col. English 11 (3) 80
329 Acad. English 11 (2) 10
331 AP/UCONN ECE English 12 (4) 18
332 Col. English 12 (3) 80
333 Acad. English 12 (2) 7
340 Speech and Debate (3) 15
341 Crt Writ Poetry (3) 7
342 Fantasy (3) 3
343 SAT E Prep (1) 27
344 Crt Writ Fiction (3) 9
345 Drama (3) 7

352 Spanish 1A (2) 38
353 Spanish 1B (2) 8
354 Hon. Spanish 2 (4) 32
355 Spanish 2 (3) 31
356 Hon. Spanish 3 (4) 30
357 Spanish 3 (3) 28
358 Hon. Spanish 4 (4) 14
359 Spanish 4 (3) 18
361 French 1B (2) 1
362 Hon. French 2 (4) 17
363 French 2 (3) 2
364 Hon. French 3 (4) 9
365 French 3 (3) 8
366 Hon. French 4 (4) 5
367 French 4 (3) 7
368 Hon. French 5 (4) 8
389 Hon. Spanish 5 (4) 6

412 Probability and Statistics (3) 17
413 Trigonometry (3) 3
414 Precalculus (3) 75
415 Calculus (4) 12



416 Hon. Precalculus (4) 30
425 Algebra 1 (3) 49
426 Geometry (3) 85
427 Honors Geometry (4) 31
428 Algebra 2 (3) 71
429 Hon. Algebra 2 (4) 29
431 Consumer Math (2) 36
440 Topics in Geometry (2) 9
441 Topics in Algebra 1 (2) 10
443 SAT M Prep (1) 26
447 Topics in Algebra II (1) 11
456 AP/UCONN ECE Calculus (4) 7
475 AP Statistics (4) 19

502 Physical Ed: Team Games/Activities (1) 205
503 P.E. 2 (1) 56
506 Physical Education: Ind. Games/Act. (1) 40
513 Health 3&4 (1) 221

600 Integrated Science (3) 113
606 Anatomy/Physiology (4) 36
607 Microbiology 12
611 Botany (2) 57
612 Marine Science (3) 41
614 Science and Law (2) 9
616 Survey in Forensics (2) 36
623 Biology (3) 139
625 Zoology, Explore the Animal Kingdom (3)69
626 AP/UCONN ECE Biology (4) 18
627 Chemistry (3) 39
628 Honors Chemistry (4) 54
629 AP Chemistry (4) 15
630 Col. Physics (4) 32

702 World History (3) 113
704 Current Affairs (2) 28



705 World Between Wars (3) 23
707 Anc. History (3) 14
708 Med. History (3) 12
712 AP/UCONN ECE U.S. Hist 1 (4) 39
714 Gov./Pol. (3) 8
716 Psychology (3) 86
717 Philosophy (3) 23
718 Sociology (3) 26
719 Principles of Law (3) 9
720 US Hist./Civics 1 (3) 135
721 US Hist./Civics 2 (3) 87
728 Trial Techniques (3) 8

907 Manufacturing Woodworking (2) 53
908 Manufacturing Metalworking (2) 35
909 Advanced Manufacturing (3) 18
911 Sci. Prin. of Tech (3) 8
912 Res. and Dev. (4) 10
913 Welding (2) 17
940 World of Technology (2) 40
943 Engineering Graphics II w/CAM (3) 18
944 Engin. Graphics I with Solidworks (3) 50
945 Digital Photography (2) 55
947 Robotics (2) 39
953 Architectural Design (3) 31
954 Graphic Design I (3) 115
955 Graphic Design II (3) 33
956 Graphic Design III (3) 7
989 Food Service and Management 1 (2) 51
994 Food Service and Management II (3) 8



Proposed Sections

6
2
2
2
1
1 Combined
4
3
3
2
2
1
1 Combined

1
2
2
2
1

4 (1st Sem.)
2
3
1
1
4 (2nd Sem.)
1
1
1
0

2
5
1



6
2
4
1
1
5
1
1
1 Combined
0
1
1 Combined
1

2 Note: French -1
1 Note: Spanish +1
2
2
2
2
1
1
0
1
0
1
1
1
1
1
1

1
0
4
1



2
3
4
2
4
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1

10
2
2

12

6
2
1
3
2
0
2
7
4
1
2
3
1
2

6
2
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1
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6
4
0

3
2
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0
1
2
3
1
3
2
2
2
7
2
0
3

1(Double Period)
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