
BOE Meeting Template 
Monday, November 10, 2014 7:00 PM 

Mabelle Avery Middle School District Offices Board Room, 4 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071

  
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
4. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

A few interested parents and students would like to speak about the bleachers at the high school.  
1. Curriculum Presentations

Kathleen Pezza, Director of Curriculum will present an update on literacy/English and technology 
integration curricula.  Board members will have an opportunity to ask any questions they may have.

5. CORRESPONDENCE
6. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
7. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approval of Bills
8. NEW BUSINESS

1. Actuarial and Consulting Services
The Superintendent recommends approval to switch to Hooker & Holcombe (H&H) for actuarial 
services for the non-certified staff pension plan effective July 1, 2015. 

9. OLD BUSINESS
10. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

1. Long Range Plan Review
The Superintendent and Director of Business Services will review the long range plan with the 
board.

11. COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. Budget
2. Curriculum
3. Policy
4. Salary & Negotiations
5. Planning
6. Other Committees

12. OTHER
13. ADJOURNMENT
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
1 Vision Boulevard
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – OCTOBER 27, 2014

Members Present: B. Devlin, D. Palmer, R. Lees, Jr., A. Kirkpatrick, M. 
Marquardt, M. Rockett

Members Absent: S. Moynihan Bollinger, K. McLellan, J. Formeister
Administrators Present: Dr. M. Suffredini, B. Boutwell, K. Pezza, Dr. D. Messina
Staff Present:
Citizens Present:
Students Present:
Others:

1.0 CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by 
Chairman Devlin in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School Board of Education 
meeting room.

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3.0        APPROVAL OF MINUTES
October 14, 2014 – It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (A. Kirkpatrick) to 
approve the October 14, 2014 Board of Education meeting minutes as presented.  
PASSED 6-0. 

 
4.0        AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

5.0 CORRESPONDENCE
M. Marquardt and Chairman Devlin received information from CABE.

6.0        OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
It was MOVED (B. Devlin), SECONDED (M. Marquardt) to add agenda item 7.4 –
Letter of Resignation – K. Dunn.  PASSED 6-0.

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA

7.1.  Approval of Bills
 It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (M. Rockett) to include an 

additional page from the Treasury Warrant provided by B. Boutwell.  
PASSED 6-0.

 It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (M. Marquardt) to approve 
the 10/27/14 bills in the amount of $106,158.34 as presented.  PASSED 
6-0.

7.2.  Retirement Notification – P. Stone
        It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (M. Marquardt) to accept, with
        regret, the retirement of Peter Stone, Media Specialist AV/Computer/ Social



        Studies Teacher at Somers High School, at the end of the 2014-2015 school
        year.   PASSED 6-0.

7.3.  Retirement Letter – A. Campanelli
        It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (M. Marquardt) to accept, with
        regret, the retirement of Anthony Campanelli, MBA/SHS Instrumental Music
        Director, at the end of the 2014-2015 school year.   PASSED 6-0.

7.4.  Letter of Resignation – K. Dunn
        It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (M. Marquardt) to accept, with
        regret, the resignation of Kimberley Dunn, SHS Nurse, effective December 23,
        2014.  PASSED 6-0.

8.0 NEW BUSINESS  

9.0 OLD BUSINESS

9.1.  Second Warning DBS Code 2120:  Organizational Table
        It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (M. Marquardt) to approve DBS
        Code 2120:  Organizational Table as presented.  PASSED 6-0. 

10.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

10.1.  Transportation Update
          Mr. Boutwell, Director of Business Services, updated the Board on the
          district’s transportation services.  He reported there are 15 buses with an
          average of 45 students per bus.  Bus routes include in-town routes, a Cheney
          Tech route, and out-of-district placements provided by First Student and
          CREC.  Bus evacuation drills will occur next week.  Dennis Baker is the new
          location manager and Angela Crease is the new dispatcher at First Student.
          The transportation services are currently in the third year of a five-year
          contract with other towns. 

10.2.  Disposal of Inventory/Books
          Dr. Suffredini reported to the Board that there are outdated textbooks and
          equipment which are no longer being used but still serviceable.  He
          encouraged the Board to make recommendations regarding donations. 

11.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 

11.1.  Budget – No report.

11.2.  Curriculum – No report.

11.3.  Policy – A. Kirkpatrick reported that the committee is waiting for the
          November packet.
 
11.4.  Salary & Negotiations – D. Palmer reported that the SAA just had a meeting
          and will be meeting again on 11/10/14 and 12/2/14 at 4 p.m.  He also reported
          that the SESA already had a meeting and will meet again on 11/6/14 at 3:30
          p.m. 



11.5.  Planning – D. Palmer reported that the Long-Range Planning committee met. 
          The committee will ask the administration to prioritize two or three items for
          the Board to champion on their behalf.  The committee will meet again and
          plan to discuss the items with the Board in December. 

11.6.  Other Committees – None. 

12.0 OTHER

13.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (M. Marquardt), SECONDED (M. Rockett) to adjourn the BOE 
meeting at 7:20 p.m.  PASSED 6-0. 

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Shannin Burns, Recording Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.



English-
Language Arts

The Connecticut 
Core Standards 
and the Smarter 
Balanced Testing



What are the CCS

• The Common Core State Standards are now 
called the Connecticut Core Standards (CCS) in 
Connecticut

• The CCS in English-Language Arts and Literacy 
Across the Content Areas will be the standards 
tested by the language arts portion of the 
Smarter Balanced Assessments this spring.



What is Smarter Balanced

• The Smarter Balanced Assessment system is 
replacing the CMTs and CAPT in both ELA and 
Mathematics.

• The systems consists of three different parts:
– The Digital Library
– The Interim Assessments
– The Summative Assessments



The Digital Library

• The Smarter Balanced Digital Library is a 
collection of instructional and professional 
development resources aligned to the Smarter 
Balanced Assessments and the CCS.

• Currently there are about 2,500 resources 
available, spanning grades k-12 and covering 
math, language arts, science, social studies 
and technical subjects.



The Interim Assessments

• There are two different types of interim 
assessments put out by Smarter Balanced
– Comprehensive 
• Comprehensive Interims are full length Smarter 

Balanced Assessments in either Math or ELA

– Block
• Block Interims test specific domains and/or clusters of 

standards within the CCS as identified by the teacher.



The Summative Assessments

• The Smarter Balanced Summative 
Assessments are:
– Delivered electronically
– Computer Adaptive
– Roughly 3.5 hours of testing per subject area per 

child
–Mostly machine scored 
– Aligned to a series of claims derived from the CCS



The Summative Assessments

Mathematics Claims
1. Concepts and 
Procedures
2. Problem Solving 
(Including Modeling and 
Data Analysis)
3. Communicating 
Reasoning

English-Language Arts 
Claims

1. Reading
2. Writing
3. Speaking and 
Listening
4. Research



Where Are We in the Process

• Teachers have been working on units of 
instruction aligned to CCS for the last two 
years. 

• As more information becomes available about 
the content and nature of the test, teachers 
have been revising their work to better match 
the way in which Smarter Balanced addresses 
various topics and/or skills



Where Are We in the Process

• During the first two months of this school 
year, teachers were given a Digital Library 
account and shown how to access the content 
currently in the library.

• During the next few months, teachers will 
have the opportunity to go through the Digital 
Library Resources and look for materials 
and/or units that they can incorporate into 
their work.



Where Are We in the Process

• In January, when the Interim Assessments are 
released, teachers will be trained in their use.

• Students will have a chance to take the 
practice tests again as we get closer to the 
testing in May.

• By June, the revised ELA curriculum 
documents will be available on the District’s 
website.



Technology in Somers Public Schools
Preparing Students for the 21st Century Workplace



Technology Integration at SES
n Content Creation

n Students create eBooks to go along with their 
math and science units.

n Students create iMovie book reports, presenting 
their written work in a multimedia format

n Reading
n Students have access to leveled books on a 

variety of topics through Learning A-Z and Raz-
Kids.

n Teachers can monitor student comprehension 
and fluency through tools built into these sites.

https://sites.google.com/a/somers.k12.ct.us/mrsreilly/home/imovie-book-trailers


Technology Integration at SES
n Higher Order Thinking

n Kindergarten students learn their math 
vocabulary and problem solving strategies by  
playing chess as a class using the Mimeo.  

n Fifth graders learn logical thinking by doing on-
line, computer programming tutorials.

n Content Sharing
n Students use the Reflection and/or Showbie app 

on their iPads to show their classmates or their 
parents their work.

n Brain Breaks



Technology Integration at MBA
n Assessment

n Teachers can assess students in real time and get 
instant results using apps like Showbie, Nearpod 
and Quia.

n Student Council elections were done electronically 
through an iPad app that provided the results as 
soon as voting was completed.

n Robotics
n Students create Lego robots and program them, 

using a computer, to perform specific tasks.



Technology Integration at MBA
n Content Creation

n Students in the Ski Club created a video about 
the club and aired it on WMBA to get more 
students involved in the club.

n Students use the iPads for on-line research in a 
variety of subject areas.

n Textbooks
n Students access on-line copies of their 

textbooks through the iPad as well as the 
support materials available through the 
publisher’s website.



Technology Integration at SHS
n eBackpack

n Teachers create online classrooms for their 
students, where the students can access and 
turn in homework, get notes, view 
presentations, etc.

n Flipping Classrooms
n Teachers video themselves teaching a lesson 

and post the lesson on-line, where students can 
watch it for homework and then spend their 
time in class practicing the skill or applying the 
content with help from the teacher.



Technology Integration at SHS
n Content Sharing 

n Students work collaboratively through Google 
Apps to create projects and complete classwork.

n Student use their iPads to complete and to turn 
in classroom assignments.

n Document Annotating and Paperless 
Workflow
n Teachers use PDF annotators to grade student 

work and make comments, and then they 
return the work to the student electronically.  
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