
BOE Meeting Template 
Monday, December 9, 2013 7:00 PM 

Mabelle Avery Middle School District Offices Board Room, 4 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071

  
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
4. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS
5. CORRESPONDENCE
6. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
7. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approval of Bills
8. NEW BUSINESS

1. Superintendent's Mid-Year Evaluation
Mid-Year Evaluation forms were sent to BOE members to complete and respond back to the BOE 
Chairman.

9. OLD BUSINESS
10. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

1. iPad Program Update
Mr. Rob Wilson, Director of Technology and Information Systems, will give the board an update 
on the District's iPad program and will answer any questions board members may have. Fifth grade 
teacher, Mrs. Lisa Reilly, and seventh grade teacher, Mrs. Julie Kunzelman, will demonstrate ways 
the iPads are used in the classroom.

11. COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. Budget
2. Curriculum
3. Policy
4. Salary & Negotiations
5. Planning
6. Other Committees

12. OTHER
13. ADJOURNMENT
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
1 Vision Boulevard
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – November 25, 2013

Members Present: D.Palmer, J.Formeister, R.Lees, B.Devlin (left at 7:18 p.m.), A.Kirkpatrick, 
M.Rockett, K.McLellan, S.Bollinger, M.Marquardt

Members Absent:
Administrators Present: M.Suffredini, K.Pezza, B.Boutwell, D.Messina, D.Carroll
Staff Present: K.Regan, D.Delany, A.Walker
Citizens Present: D.Stone, D.Stone, B.Schmidt, B.Capuano, M.Rainey, A.Rockett, J.Catellier, 

T.Potrikus
Students Present:
Others: M.Callahan, S.Ouellette

1.0 SWEARING IN OF NEW BOE MEMBERS
Ann Logan, Somers Town Clerk, was present to swear in new Board members before the 
November 25, 2013 Board of Education Meeting.

2.0 CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:08 p.m. by Dr. Suffredini 
in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School Board of Education meeting room.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3.0 ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
Dr. Suffredini opened the floor for nominations for the position of Chairman of the Board.
It was MOVED (R.Lees) SECONDED (B.Devlin) to elect D.Palmer as Chairman of the Board of 
Education. PASSED 9-0  It was MOVED (J.Formeister) SECONDED (R.Lees) to elect B. Devlin 
as Vice Chairman of the Board of Education. PASSED 9-0  It was MOVED (B.Devlin) 
SECONDED (J.Formeister) to elect R.Lees as Secretary of the Board of Education. PASSED 9-0

4.0 RECOGNITION OF SERVICE
In appreciation for their dedication and service as members of the Somers Board Of Education 
plaques were presented to: R.Schmidt, B.Capuano and M.Cicciarella. The Board took a ten 
minute break to have coffee and desserts to say thank you to the outgoing members and to 
welcome the newly elected Board members.

5.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
November 12, 2013 – It was MOVED (J.Formeister) SECONDED (S.Bollinger) to approve the 
November 12, 2013 Board of Education meeting minutes as presented. PASSED 5-0 
ABSTAINED 3 ( M.Rockett, K.McLellan, M.Marquardt)

6.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS
7.1 Guidance Annual Report/ Alternative Education Report

D.Carroll, K.Regan and D.Delany gave a brief annual report regarding the Guidance              
Department and Alternative Education Program at the Somers High School. Both programs 
are doing very well. A presentation was made that reviewed the information in the packet.
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7.0 CORRESPONDENCE
D.Palmer had a further conversation with Mr. Mulhern about the graduation date and the safe 
grad program. This may be an agenda item at a future meeting. 

9.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS

10.0 CONSENT AGENDA
10.1 Approval of Bills November 25, 2013

It was MOVED (R.Lees) SECONDED (A.Kirkpatrick) to approve the 11/25/13 Bills in the 
amount of $160,325.09 as presented. PASSED 7-0,  ABSTAINED 1 ( K.McLellan)

11.0 NEW BUSINESS
11.1 Approval of Electives/Curriculum Course Changes

It was MOVED (A.Kirkpatrick) SECONDED (S.Bollinger) to approve the recommended 
changes. APPROVED 7-0  ABSTAINED 1 (K.McLellan)

11.2 SHS Field Trip Request to Washington, D.C.
It was MOVED (R.Lees) SECONDED (S.Bollinger) to APPROVE the annual trip to 
Washington, D.C. (May 23-25, 2014) in conjunction with the AP History curriculum. 
PASSED 8-0

11.3 Donation from Somers Athletic Booster Club
It was MOVED (J.Formeister) SECONDED (S.Bollinger) to accept with significant thanks a 
check for $1,800.00 to help with the purchase of a much needed storage shed at the Somers 
High School baseball field. PASSED 8-0 

11.4 Resignation of BOE Recording Secretary
It was MOVED (R.Lees) SECONDED (S.Bollinger) to accept the resignation of Beth Ann 
Morhardt effective after the 12/9/13 BOE Meeting. PASSED 8-0

12.0 OLD BUSINESS 

13.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
13.1 Transportation Update

B.Boutwell gave a report on the current status of the schools’ transportation program. It is 
running very smoothly with no major issues.

13.2 Long Range Plan Update
No Report

14.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Minutes will be taken at all subcommittee meetings.

14.1 Budget – BOF Meeting went well. No hints yet on next year’s budget.

14.2 Curriculum – 

14.3 Policy – 

14.4 Salary & Negotiations – Next meetings December 5th and 10th

14.5 Planning Committee – 
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14.6 Other Committees 

15.0 OTHER 

13.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION – Discussion of pending civil rights lawsuit involving both former 
student and parents of such former student. Upon return to open session, the Board may 
take action related to this case.

It was MOVED (D.Palmer) SECONDED (R.Lees) to go into Executive Session at 8:00 p.m. for 
the discussion of pending civil rights lawsuit involving both former student and parents of such 
former student. Upon return to open session, the Board may take action related to this case. Also 
invited to Executive Session with the Board are Dr. Suffredini, Mr. Alan Walker, Mr. Tim 
Potrikus and Attorney Scott Ouellette. PASSED 8-0

The Board came out of Executive Session at 8:34 p.m.

16.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (A.Kirkpatrick) SECONDED (S.Bollinger) to adjourn the regular meeting of the 
Board of Education at 8:34 p.m.  PASSED 8-0

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.















Somers Public Schools iPad Summary

Current Equipment
- 215 iPad Minis
- 510 iPad2 Devices

Deployment Breakdown
- 215 iPad minis

 All first grade students
 All second grade students

- 420 iPad2s for students
 One third grade class
 Two fourth grade classes
 One fifth grade class
 All sixth, seventh, and eight grade classes

- 90 iPad2s for teachers and staff

In-Progress Improvements 
- Network upgrade

 Awarded partial state funding through the 2013 Technology Grant
 Goal to have new wireless infrastructure for each building

- Mobile device management (MDM)
 Provide the ability to centrally manage iPads and iPad applications

- Staff professional development
 Experienced staff are sharing their knowledge via professional development 

workshops

iPads in the Elementary School
- Mrs. Lisa Reilly, Fifth Grade Teacher

The Paperless Classroom
- Mrs. Julie Kunzelman
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