
BOE Meeting Template 
Monday, October 28, 2013 7:00 PM 

Mabelle Avery Middle School District Offices Board Room, 4 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071

  
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
4. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

1. Building Goals Presentation
Building Administrators will report on building goals and be available to answer any questions 
board members may have.

5. CORRESPONDENCE
6. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
7. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approval of Bills
8. NEW BUSINESS

1. The Lou Bachetti Memorial
Dr. Suffredini will explain efforts to establish the Lou Bachetti Memorial on the Somers Public 
Schools campus.  This will be done through the combined efforts of the Somers Education 
Foundation and Somers Public Schools.

9. OLD BUSINESS
1. Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code 2120: Organization Table

10. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
1. Somers High School Exit Survey Results

Mr. Cotzin's 2013 Senior Exit Report is included in the packet.  He will be available to answer any 
questions Board members may have.

11. COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. Budget
2. Curriculum
3. Policy
4. Salary & Negotiations
5. Planning
6. Other Committees

12. OTHER
13. ADJOURNMENT
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
1 Vision Boulevard
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – October 15, 2013

Members Present: R. Schmidt, M. Ciccarella, R. Lees, J. Formeister, B. Capuano
Members Absent: A. Kirkpatrick, D. Palmer, B. Devlin, S. Bollinger
Administrators Present: M. Suffredini, K. Pezza, J. Oliver, S. Muirhead, R. Kapner, D. Messina, 

B. Boutwell, G. Cotzin, D. Carroll
Staff Present: C. Gustafson
Citizens Present: M. Rockett
Students Present:
Others:

1.0 CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Secretary R. 
Lees in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School Board of Education meeting room.

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was MOVED (B. Capuano) SECONDED (R. Schmidt) to approve the September 23, 2013 
Board of Education meeting minutes as presented. PASSED 5-0 

4.0        AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS
4.1 2013 CMT/CAPT Report

Administrators from all three schools presented student performance data for the CMT 
and CAPT testing.  SHS students improved overall reaching over 90% proficient in each 
academic area.  Intervention and tutoring strategies were credited for assisting some 
students in achieving increased performance.  MBA administrators reported decreases in 
students at or below basic levels with an increase in proficiency with the greatest overall 
growth being demonstrated in the 7th grade scores.  SES Principal reported overall growth 
in 3rd, 4th  and 5th grades with a need to refocus on reading for 5th graders.  In each group, 
students were in synch with or exceeded student performance statewide as well as in the 
economic group known as the DRG (District Reference Groups).

5.0 CORRESPONDENCE

6.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA
It was MOVED (M. Ciccarella) SECONDED (J. Formeister) to approve the Consent Agenda.

8.0 NEW BUSINESS
8.1 Approval of the 2014 Board of Education Meeting Schedule

It was MOVED (B. Capuano) SECONDED (J. Formeister) to approve the 2014 Board of 
Education Meeting Schedule.
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8.2 First Warning DBS Code 2120: Organization Table
Discussion only, no action taken.

8.3 SHS Field Trip Request to Quebec City
French teacher C. Gustafson presented the details of a trip to Quebec City for 11th and 
12th grade students to be held January 31, 2014 through February 02, 2014.  Students will 
travel with Jumpstreet Tours as they have successfully in years past. 
It was MOVED (R. Schmidt) SECONDED (M. Ciccarella) to approve this trip. 
PASSED 5-0

8.4 Extended Leave M. Cianci
It was MOVED (R. Schmidt) SECONDED (B. Capuano) to approve an extended leave 
for faculty member M. Cianci.  PASSED 5-0 

9.0 OLD BUSINESS 

10.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

10.1 2014-2015 School Calendar
Superintendent Suffredini presented the 2014-2015 school calendar for the Board of 
Education’s preview.  Discussion only, no action taken.

10.2 October 1, 2013 Enrollment Report
Superintendent Suffredini presented the October 1, 2013 Enrollment Report.  Discussion 
only, no action taken.

10.3 2014-2015 Budget Planning Calendar
Superintendent Suffredini presented the tentative planning dates for the 2014-2015 school 
budget.  Discussion only, no action taken.

10.4 Dress Code
Superintendent Suffredini has asked the Administrative Council to meet and explore the 
consistency of enforcement of the dress code policies and will report back to the Board 
with the outcome of the meeting. Discussion only, no action taken

11.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Minutes will be taken at all subcommittee meetings.

11.1 Budget – 

11.2 Curriculum – 

11.3 Policy – 

11.4 Salary & Negotiations – Meetings are on going. An electronic exchange of proposals will 
occur on October 22, 2013 with a follow up meeting scheduled for October 30, 2013.

11.5 Planning Committee – A meeting was held to discuss a long range plan extending beyond 
five years.

11.6 Other Committees 
Technology Ad Hoc Committee – 
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12.0 OTHER 
J. Formeister asked if there was available information about construction the town has initiated 
near the athletic fields.  Superintendent Suffredini confirmed that the town is updating access to 
parking and athletic fields that are on the school campus.

13.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (J. Formeister) SECONDED (B. Capuano) to adjourn the regular meeting of the 
Board of Education at 8:20 p.m.  PASSED 5-0

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Beth Ann Morhardt, Recording Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.



Somers Public Schools
Building and 

Departmental Goals
2013-2014



Somers Elementary School



Literacy
O The percentage of students on or above grade 

level in reading will maintain or increase while 
students below grade level will increase by more 
than one year’s growth. 
O By June 1, 2014, students in grades K – 5 will 

reach or exceed the Fountas and Pinnell end-of-
year grade level reading expectation. 

O By June 1, 2014, students in K – 2 will reach or 
exceed the DIBELS end-of-year grade level 
reading benchmark.

O By June 1, 2014, students in grades 3 – 5 will 
meet or exceed the end of year grade level 
expectation on the MAZE fluency test.



Math
O The percentage of students on or above grade 

level in math will maintain or increase while 
students below grade level will increase by more 
than one year’s growth.
O IAGD – By June 1, 2014, Kindergarten and Grade 

1 students will reach or exceed the Test Of Early 
Numeracy end-of-year level benchmark.

O IAGD – By June 1, 2014, Grade 2 students will 
reach or exceed the end of year M-Comp 
benchmark. 

O IAGD – By June 1, 2014, Grade 3 - 5 students will 
reach or exceed the end of year M-Cap 
benchmark.



Writing in the Content 
Area

O The percentage of students on or above 
grade level in content area writing will 
maintain or increase. 
O By June 1, 2014, the percentage of students 

at or above grade level in writing in the 
specialist content areas will increase by as 
measured by their content area grade level 
universal screeners.



Mabelle Avery Middle 
School



Literacy
O Students will improve their literacy skills as 

measured by CCSS.
O IAGD – By June 1, 2014, sixth grade students will 

increase their class average as measured by the 
grade level and content area benchmarks.

O IAGD – By June 1, 2014, seventh grade students 
will increase their class average as measured by 
the grade level and content area benchmarks.

O By June 1, 2014, eighth grade students will 
increase their class average as measured by the 
grade level and content area benchmarks.



Math
O Students will improve their math skills as 

measured by CCSS. 
O By June 1, 2014, students attaining 50% or 

higher on the pre-assessment of CCSS Released 
Items will achieve or exceed their score as 
measured by the post-assessment CCSS 
Released Items Assessment.

O By June 1, 2014, students who score below 50% 
on the pre-assessment of CCSS Released Items 
will increase their mean average as measured by 
the post-assessment CCSS Released Items 
Assessment.



Writing
O Students will improve their writing skills as 

measured by the CCSS 20 Point Writing 
Rubrics.
O By June 1, 2014, the percentage of students 

scoring at least a 15 as measured by the CCSS 
Writing Rubrics will maintain or increase.

O By June 1, 2014, the average of the students with 
a score of below 15 as measured by the CCSS 
Writing Rubrics will increase by at least an 
average of 2 rubric points. 



Somers High School



Literacy
O Students will improve their literacy skills across 

grade levels and content areas.
O English students will achieve the English department’s 

critical reading spring benchmarks by June 1st, 2014. 
O Social Studies students will achieve the Social Studies 

department’s literacy spring benchmarks by June 1st, 
2014. 

O World Language students will achieve the World 
Language department’s spring literacy benchmarks by 
June 1st, 2014. 

O Business students will achieve the Business 
department’s spring literacy benchmarks by June 1st, 
2014. 

O Art students will achieve the Art department’s spring 
literacy benchmarks by June 1st, 2014. 

O Music students will achieve the Music department’s 
spring literacy benchmarks by June 1st, 2014. 



Math
O Students will improve their math skills across 

grade levels and content areas. 
O Algebra I students will achieve the math department's spring 

benchmark on the Algebra I assessment by June 1st, 2014.
O Algebra II students will achieve the math department's spring 

benchmark on the Algebra II assessment by June 1st, 2014.
O Geometry students will achieve the math department's spring 

benchmark on the Geometry assessment by June 1st, 2014.
O Physical Education students will achieve the PE/Health 

department's spring benchmark on the department’s math 
assessment by June 1st, 2014.

O Tech Ed students will achieve the Tech Ed department's spring 
benchmark on the department’s Math assessment by June 
1st, 2014.

O All Science students will achieve the Science department's 
spring benchmark on the department’s Math assessment by 
June 1st, 2014.



Graduation
O Students will complete a sufficient number 

of credits each year to graduate within a 
four year time period.  
O 95% of Freshmen will earn 5 credits by June 16, 

2014. 
O 97% of Sophomores will earn 10 credits by June 

16, 2014. 
O 97% of Juniors will earn 15 credits by June 16, 

2014.  
O 97% of Seniors will earn 22 credits by June 16, 

2014.



Technology



Goal

Monitor, guide, and adjust as needed the iPad 
distribution program which has provided iPads 

to over 600 students throughout the district



Rationale

Somers Public Schools is dedicated to  
continually using technology to improve each 
student’s experience. The district recognizes 
that 1-to-1 device-to-student programs are 

going to be a necessity as we prepare
students for a future where technology will be 

involved in every aspect of their lives.



Indicators of Success

O Positive response from teachers, students, 
and parents

O Positive contribution to the learning process
O Increased collaboration between teachers
O Increased level of comfort with technology 

for teachers and students



Pupil Services



Literacy
O The expectation of improvement related to the district’s 

improvement goal is for students (K  - 12 ) on Individual 
Education Plans, receiving specialized instruction and /or 
related services in support of a literacy goal (reading 
accuracy, fluency and comprehension, oral and written 
expression) and who are not receiving substantially 
modified curriculum, to improve in at least one aspect of 
their literacy performance.
O 80 percent of students on IEPS, (not substantially modified 

curriculum) at SES will improve in literacy (reading fluency) by 
one year, utilizing baseline data from SES universal grade level 
measures (or student specific measures) and post testing / 
measurement by the end of May.



Literacy
O 80 percent of students at MBA (not substantially modified 

curriculum) at MBA will improve in literacy (reading 
comprehension) by one year, utilizing baseline data from MBA 
universal grade level measures (or student specific measures) and 
post testing / measurement by the end of May.

O 80 percent of students at SHS (not substantially modified 
curriculum) at SHS will improve in literacy (written expression) by 
one year, utilizing baseline data from SHS universal grade level 
measures (or student specific measures) and post testing / 
measurement by the end of May.



Behavior
O The expectation of improvement related to the district’s 

improvement goal is for Somers Elementary School (SES) Pupil 
Services personnel to improve on data driven interventions for 
Social Emotional Behavioral (SEB) obstacles to learning for 
students PreK - 5th grade. Improvement in data driven 
interventions for SEB obstacles will increase student availability for 
learning and positively impact student performance in literacy and 
math.
O Decrease in SEB referrals to Student Support Team (SRBI) is 

a quantitative target that will demonstrate achievement in 
data driven interventions for SEB obstacles and will increase 
student availability for learning and positively impact student 
performance.



Behavior
O Decrease in SEB referrals to PPT (IEP) is a  quantitative targets 

that will demonstrate achievement in data driven interventions 
for SEB obstacles will increase student availability for learning 
and positively impact student performance.

O The quantitative target that will demonstrate achievement in 
data driven interventions for SEB obstacles for students 
participating in the SES Fostering Adaptive Behavior 
programming will be increased instructional time with non 
disabled peers with increased availability for learning.



Data Use
O  Pupil services personnel completing evaluations (school 

psychologists, special education teachers and SLPs) for 
Planning and Placement Team (PPT) Triennial meetings will 
improve the presentation of data on student performance. 
Presentation of comparative data on student performance 
at Planning and Placement Team Triennial meetings 
demonstrate student growth and better inform the goals 
and services of the Individual Education Plan.   Individual 
Education Plan goals and services informed by triennial 
comparative data will inform IEP goals and services, 
improve instruction and student performance in literacy 
and math.



Data Use
O School Psychologists will identify the common evaluation tools 

by December 2013, determine which evaluation tools will be 
utilized in future triennials across the district, develop a format 
for the presentation of data on student performance, with 80 
% implementation by May 2014.

O Special Education Teachers will identify the common 
evaluation tools by December 2013, determine which 
evaluation tools will be utilized in future triennials across the 
district, develop a format for the presentation of data on 
student performance with 80 % implementation by May 2014.

O SLPs will identify the common evaluation tools by December 
2013, determine which evaluation tools will be utilized in 
future triennials across the district, develop a format for the 
presentation of data on student performance with 80% 
implementation by May 2014.



Curriculum



Literacy
O Teachers will increase their understanding of the 

Common Core State Standards in Literacy to the 
point where they will be able to design units of 
instruction based on them.
O By June of 2014, the majority of elementary school 

teachers will rate themselves at the “4” level on the CCSS 
survey in the areas of CCSS for Literacy involving “grade 
level appropriate reading skills” and “critical reading in the 
CCSS”.

O By June of 2014, the majority of middle and high school 
language arts teachers will rate themselves at the “4” level 
on the CCSS survey in the areas of CCSS for Literacy 
involving “critical reading in the CCSS” and “text 
dependent questioning”.

O By June of 2014, half of the non-ELA teachers with a 
literacy related SLO will rate themselves at the “4” level on 
the CCSS survey in the area of CCSS for Literacy they 
selected for their SLO.



Math
O Teachers will increase their understanding of the 

Common Core State Standards in Math to the point 
where they will be able to design units of instruction 
based on them.
O By June of 2014, the majority of elementary school 

teachers will rate themselves at the “4” level on the CCSS 
survey in the areas of CCSS for Math involving 
“computation,” “mathematical precision” and “problem 
solving”.

O By June of 2014, the majority of middle and high school 
math teachers will rate themselves at the “4” level on the 
CCSS survey in the areas of CCSS for Math involving 
“problem solving,” “quantitative and abstract reasoning” 
and “data analysis”.

O By June of 2014, half of the non-math teachers with a 
math related SLO will rate themselves at the “4” level on 
the CCSS survey in the area of CCSS for Math they 
selected for their SLO.



Instruction
O Teachers will improve their ability to collect, 

analyze and make instructional decisions based 
on data.
O By June of 2014, all certified staff will receive 

introductory training on the Inform student data 
management platform.

O By June of 2014, the regular education staff will 
maintain an up-to-date database of performance 
data on their current students.

O By June of 2014, the district’s certified staff will rate 
themselves at the “4” level on the district’s educator 
evaluation survey in area involving “The data 
collection and analysis process.”
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 Senior Exit Survey Summary Report (2012 - 2012)

Class years: 2012  to 2012    Response set: 1     Responder type:

student    Change

In-progress: 1   Completed: 137   Not Started: 1
 
1. What is your gender?

Female  52.2%  (72)
Male  47.8%  (66)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

2. In a typical week during the school year, how many hours did you work at a job?
I Don\'t Work  27.5%  (38)
Less than 8 hours a week  16.7%  (23)
8 to 16 hours per week  31.9%  (44)
17 to 24 hours per week  18.1%  (25)
More than 24 hours per week  5.8%  (8)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

3. How many years have you attended Somers High School?
Less than 1 year  0.7%  (1)
1 year  1.4%  (2)
2 years  3.6%  (5)
3 years  5.1%  (7)
4 years  87.7%  (121)
more than 4 years  1.4%  (2)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

4. Did any of the following interfere with your high school education? 5-Always 4-Often
3-Sometimes 2-Rarely 1-Never

Average Rank

1 2 3 4
Poor study habits 
Job outside of school 
Classes poorly taught 
Family obligations 
Boyfriend/Girlfriend 
Peer problems 
I do not feel like a member of the school community 
Frequent absences 

Survey Responses https://succeed.naviance.com/connections/surveys/view_responses...

1 of 6 10/21/13 10:22 AM



Peer pressure 
School does not offer courses that I want 
Do not fit into any peer group 
No place to study at home 
Worried about my safety at school 
Could not find time for extra help 
Disruptive behavior in classes 
Family problems 
Courses are too difficult 
Parents do not care how I do in school 
Time spent watching TV, games, phones, etc... 
Lack of personal motivation 
Sports/school sponsored extracurricular activities 
Do not have a computer at home 
Do not have Internet access at home 
TOTAL RESPONDED: 138  view details

5. Was your participation in school sponsored extracurricular activities (sports, clubs, etc.) an
important part of your high school experience?
Yes  73.2%  (101)
No  26.8%  (37)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

6. I felt safe in the school building.
Strongly Agree  50.7%  (70)
Agree  45.7%  (63)
Disagree  2.2%  (3)
Strongly Disagree  1.4%  (2)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

7. I felt that students respected each other.
Strongly Agree  7.2%  (10)
Agree  50.7%  (70)
Disagree  30.4%  (42)
Strongly Disagree  11.6%  (16)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

8. I was treated with respect and understanding by my teachers.
Strongly Agree  33.3%  (46)
Agree  57.2%  (79)
Disagree  8%  (11)
Strongly Disagree  1.4%  (2)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

9. There was a clear set of rules for students at my high school.
Strongly Agree  25.4%  (35)
Agree  63%  (87)
Disagree  11.6%  (16)
Strongly Disagree 0%  (0)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

Survey Responses https://succeed.naviance.com/connections/surveys/view_responses...

2 of 6 10/21/13 10:22 AM



10. To what degree do you think drugs are a problem at Somers High School?
Little or no problem  22.5%  (31)
Somewhat of a problem  53.6%  (74)
A serious problem  17.4%  (24)
A very serious problem  6.5%  (9)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

11. To what degree do you think alcohol is a problem at Somers High School?
Little or not problem  30.4%  (42)
Somewhat of a problem  47.1%  (65)
A serious problem  15.2%  (21)
A very serious problem  7.2%  (10)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

12. To what degree do you believe bullying is a problem at Somers High School?
Little or no problem  56.5%  (78)
Somewhat of a problem  29.7%  (41)
A serious problem  10.1%  (14)
A very serious problem  3.6%  (5)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

13. To what degree do you believe that dishonest academic behavior (cheating, plagiarism,
transferring information on tests, electronic texting of answers, etc.) is a problem at Somers
High School?
Little or no problem  39.1%  (54)
Somewhat of a problem  40.6%  (56)
A serious problem  14.5%  (20)
A very serious problem  5.8%  (8)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

14. To what extent have you experienced any of the following? 5=Always, 4=Often, 3=Sometimes,
2=Rarely, 1=Never

Average Rank

1 2 3 4
Discrimination on account of race 
Discrimination of account of sexual orientation 
Discrimination on account of gender 
Discrimination on account of ethnicity 
Discrimination on account of religious beliefs 
Discrimination on account of physical appearance 
Discrimination on account of intellectual disability 
Discrimination on account of physical disability 
Discrimination on account of socioeconomic status 
TOTAL RESPONDED: 138  view details

15. Please rate your overall experience in the following areas: DO NOT BUBBLE IN ANYTHING IF IT
DOES NOT APPLY TO YOU. 5=Excellent, 4=Very Good, 3=Good, 2=Fair, 1=Poor

Average Rank

1 2 3 4 5  
Art (4.3)

Survey Responses https://succeed.naviance.com/connections/surveys/view_responses...
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Business Education (3.4)
English/Language Arts (3.5)
Food Service (3.2)
Foreign Language (2.9)
Health (3.0)
Mathematics (3.2)
Music (3.3)
Physical Education (3.9)
Science (3.7)
Social Studies (3.9)
Technology Education (3.6)
TOTAL RESPONDED: 137  view details

16. I feel prepared for the transition to college or the workplace.
Strongly Agree  37%  (51)
Agree  55.8%  (77)
Disagree  4.3%  (6)
Strongly Disagree  2.9%  (4)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

17. I am satisfied with the education I received in high school.
Strongly Agree  24.6%  (34)
Agree  63.8%  (88)
Disagree  8.7%  (12)
Strongly Disagree  2.9%  (4)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

18. Were the teachers accessible for help?
Always  21%  (29)
Often  58.7%  (81)
Sometimes  15.9%  (22)
Rarely  4.3%  (6)
Never 0%  (0)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

19. If finding academic help was an issue, what can we do to make access easier for students?
Total responses: 35 (25%)  view details

20. Did you find the work challenging?
Often  22.5%  (31)
Sometimes  61.6%  (85)
Rarely  12.3%  (17)
Never  3.6%  (5)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

21. If you did not find the work challenging, which academic department(s) should provide more
challenging material?
Total responses: 24 (17%)  view details

22. My teachers had high expectations for me.
Often  55.1%  (76)
Sometimes  38.4%  (53)
Rarely  5.1%  (7)

Survey Responses https://succeed.naviance.com/connections/surveys/view_responses...
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Never  1.4%  (2)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

23. Were academic standards high enough?
Often  61.6%  (85)
Sometimes  34.1%  (47)
Rarely  3.6%  (5)
Never  0.7%  (1)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

24. The Media Center at Somers High School has further enabled me to: DO NOT BUBBLE IN
ANYTHING IF IT DOES NOT APPLY TO YOU. 5=Strongly Agree, 4=Agree, 3=Somewhat Agree,
2=Disagree, 1=Strongly Disagree

Average Rank

1 2 3 4 5  
Research information (3.8)
Access computers (3.8)
Study quietly (3.5)
Use the Guide to Documentation (3.5)
TOTAL RESPONDED: 131  view details

25. The Counseling and Career Center staff (school counselors, school to career specialist, school
social worker, and school psychologist) helped me with: DO NOT BUBBLE IN ANYTHING IF IT
DOES NOT APPLY TO YOU. 5=Strongly Agree,4=Agree, 3=Somewhat Agree,
2=Disagree,1=Strongly Disagree

Average Rank

1 2 3
Course selection/adjustment 
Concerns and strategies about grades 
College or post-secondary planning 
Career investigation (career assessment, job shadows,
field trips, speakers, internship) 
Social conflicts 
TOTAL RESPONDED: 138  view details

26. In what other ways did the CCC help you through your high school experience?
Total responses: 39 (28%)  view details

27. How would you rate the Health/Nurse Center at SHS?
Excellent  60.1%  (83)
Good  33.3%  (46)
Fair  5.8%  (8)
Poor  0.7%  (1)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

28. How often did you access PowerSchool for your grades?
Never  6.5%  (9)
Sometimes  29%  (40)
Often  16.7%  (23)
Weekly  23.2%  (32)
Daily  24.6%  (34)
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TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

29. How often did your parents access PowerSchool for your grades?
Never  37%  (51)
Sometimes  26.8%  (37)
Often  11.6%  (16)
Weekly  17.4%  (24)
Daily  7.2%  (10)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

30. Would you be willing to host and/or be a resource for our current students in their college
search process?
Yes  23.2%  (32)
No  76.8%  (106)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

31. If you answered Yes to question 30, please give us your contact information (Name, Email and
Address)
Total responses: 29 (21%)  view details

32. What elective classes should we offer students at SHS? (Please be specific, i.e. Woman in
Literature, The Holocaust, Greek History...)
Total responses: 49 (36%)  view details

33. If you responded negatively to a question and want the opportunity to explain, please do so
here. Please write down the question number and your response.
Total responses: 17 (12%)  view details

  
    Copyright © 2013, Hobsons Inc.  | Terms of Service | Privacy
    Signed in as Gary Cotzin from Somers High School
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 Senior Exit Survey Summary Report (2013 - 2013)

Class years: 2013  to 2013    Response set: 1     Responder type:

student    Change

In-progress: 1   Completed: 138   Not Started: 1
 
1. What is your gender?

Female  47.8%  (66)
Male  52.2%  (72)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

2. In a typical week during the school year, how many hours did you work at a job?
I Don\'t Work  32.6%  (45)
Less than 8 hours a week  15.9%  (22)
8 to 16 hours per week  34.1%  (47)
17 to 24 hours per week  13.8%  (19)
More than 24 hours per week  3.6%  (5)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

3. How many years have you attended Somers High School?
Less than 1 year 0%  (0)
1 year  1.4%  (2)
2 years  2.9%  (4)
3 years  2.9%  (4)
4 years  90.6%  (125)
more than 4 years  2.2%  (3)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

4. Did any of the following interfere with your high school education? 5-Always 4-Often
3-Sometimes 2-Rarely 1-Never

Average Rank

1 2 3 4
Poor study habits 
Job outside of school 
Classes poorly taught 
Family obligations 
Boyfriend/Girlfriend 
Peer problems 
I do not feel like a member of the school community 
Frequent absences 
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Peer pressure 
School does not offer courses that I want 
Do not fit into any peer group 
No place to study at home 
Worried about my safety at school 
Could not find time for extra help 
Disruptive behavior in classes 
Family problems 
Courses are too difficult 
Parents do not care how I do in school 
Time spent watching TV, games, phones, etc... 
Lack of personal motivation 
Sports/school sponsored extracurricular activities 
Do not have a computer at home 
Do not have Internet access at home 
TOTAL RESPONDED: 138  view details

5. Was your participation in school sponsored extracurricular activities (sports, clubs, etc.) an
important part of your high school experience?
Yes  69.6%  (96)
No  30.4%  (42)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

6. I felt safe in the school building.
Strongly Agree  39.1%  (54)
Agree  55.8%  (77)
Disagree  2.2%  (3)
Strongly Disagree  2.9%  (4)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

7. I felt that students respected each other.
Strongly Agree  4.3%  (6)
Agree  49.3%  (68)
Disagree  39.1%  (54)
Strongly Disagree  7.2%  (10)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

8. I was treated with respect and understanding by my teachers.
Strongly Agree  26.8%  (37)
Agree  58.7%  (81)
Disagree  12.3%  (17)
Strongly Disagree  2.2%  (3)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

9. There was a clear set of rules for students at my high school.
Strongly Agree  15.2%  (21)
Agree  61.6%  (85)
Disagree  20.3%  (28)
Strongly Disagree  2.9%  (4)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details
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10. To what degree do you think drugs are a problem at Somers High School?
Little or no problem  31.9%  (44)
Somewhat of a problem  49.3%  (68)
A serious problem  8.7%  (12)
A very serious problem  10.1%  (14)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

11. To what degree do you think alcohol is a problem at Somers High School?
Little or not problem  36.2%  (50)
Somewhat of a problem  45.7%  (63)
A serious problem  10.9%  (15)
A very serious problem  7.2%  (10)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

12. To what degree do you believe bullying is a problem at Somers High School?
Little or no problem  58%  (80)
Somewhat of a problem  31.2%  (43)
A serious problem  6.5%  (9)
A very serious problem  4.3%  (6)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

13. To what degree do you believe that dishonest academic behavior (cheating, plagiarism,
transferring information on tests, electronic texting of answers, etc.) is a problem at Somers
High School?
Little or no problem  50%  (69)
Somewhat of a problem  37.7%  (52)
A serious problem  6.5%  (9)
A very serious problem  5.8%  (8)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

14. To what extent have you experienced any of the following? 5=Always, 4=Often, 3=Sometimes,
2=Rarely, 1=Never

Average Rank

1 2 3 4
Discrimination on account of race 
Discrimination of account of sexual orientation 
Discrimination on account of gender 
Discrimination on account of ethnicity 
Discrimination on account of religious beliefs 
Discrimination on account of physical appearance 
Discrimination on account of intellectual disability 
Discrimination on account of physical disability 
Discrimination on account of socioeconomic status 
TOTAL RESPONDED: 138  view details

15. Please rate your overall experience in the following areas: DO NOT BUBBLE IN ANYTHING IF IT
DOES NOT APPLY TO YOU. 5=Excellent, 4=Very Good, 3=Good, 2=Fair, 1=Poor

Average Rank

1 2 3 4 5  
Art (4.2)
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Business Education (3.6)
English/Language Arts (3.5)
Food Service (3.4)
Foreign Language (2.8)
Health (2.7)
Mathematics (3.2)
Music (3.3)
Physical Education (3.8)
Science (3.5)
Social Studies (3.8)
Technology Education (3.6)
TOTAL RESPONDED: 137  view details

16. I feel prepared for the transition to college or the workplace.
Strongly Agree  28.3%  (39)
Agree  54.3%  (75)
Disagree  14.5%  (20)
Strongly Disagree  2.9%  (4)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

17. I am satisfied with the education I received in high school.
Strongly Agree  23.2%  (32)
Agree  61.6%  (85)
Disagree  11.6%  (16)
Strongly Disagree  3.6%  (5)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

18. Were the teachers accessible for help?
Always  23.9%  (33)
Often  47.1%  (65)
Sometimes  25.4%  (35)
Rarely  2.9%  (4)
Never  0.7%  (1)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

19. If finding academic help was an issue, what can we do to make access easier for students?
Total responses: 33 (24%)  view details

20. Did you find the work challenging?
Often  20.3%  (28)
Sometimes  65.9%  (91)
Rarely  12.3%  (17)
Never  1.4%  (2)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

21. If you did not find the work challenging, which academic department(s) should provide more
challenging material?
Total responses: 19 (14%)  view details

22. My teachers had high expectations for me.
Often  50%  (69)
Sometimes  41.3%  (57)
Rarely  7.2%  (10)
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Never  1.4%  (2)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

23. Were academic standards high enough?
Often  51.4%  (71)
Sometimes  45.7%  (63)
Rarely  2.2%  (3)
Never  0.7%  (1)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

24. The Media Center at Somers High School has further enabled me to: DO NOT BUBBLE IN
ANYTHING IF IT DOES NOT APPLY TO YOU. 5=Strongly Agree, 4=Agree, 3=Somewhat Agree,
2=Disagree, 1=Strongly Disagree

Average Rank

1 2 3 4 5  
Research information (3.4)
Access computers (3.2)
Study quietly (2.9)
Use the Guide to Documentation (3.1)
TOTAL RESPONDED: 134  view details

25. The Counseling and Career Center staff (school counselors, school to career specialist, school
social worker, and school psychologist) helped me with: DO NOT BUBBLE IN ANYTHING IF IT
DOES NOT APPLY TO YOU. 5=Strongly Agree,4=Agree, 3=Somewhat Agree,
2=Disagree,1=Strongly Disagree

Average Rank

1 2 3
Course selection/adjustment 
Concerns and strategies about grades 
College or post-secondary planning 
Career investigation (career assessment, job shadows,
field trips, speakers, internship) 
Social conflicts 
TOTAL RESPONDED: 138  view details

26. In what other ways did the CCC help you through your high school experience?
Total responses: 44 (32%)  view details

27. How would you rate the Health/Nurse Center at SHS?
Excellent  35.5%  (49)
Good  50.7%  (70)
Fair  10.1%  (14)
Poor  3.6%  (5)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

28. How often did you access PowerSchool for your grades?
Never  5.1%  (7)
Sometimes  25.4%  (35)
Often  15.9%  (22)
Weekly  22.5%  (31)
Daily  31.2%  (43)
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TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

29. How often did your parents access PowerSchool for your grades?
Never  35.5%  (49)
Sometimes  25.4%  (35)
Often  10.1%  (14)
Weekly  13.8%  (19)
Daily  15.2%  (21)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

30. Would you be willing to host and/or be a resource for our current students in their college
search process?
Yes  27.5%  (38)
No  72.5%  (100)
TOTAL RESPONDED  100%  (138)  view details

31. If you answered Yes to question 30, please give us your contact information (Name, Email and
Address)
Total responses: 33 (24%)  view details

32. What elective classes should we offer students at SHS? (Please be specific, i.e. Woman in
Literature, The Holocaust, Greek History...)
Total responses: 65 (47%)  view details

33. If you responded negatively to a question and want the opportunity to explain, please do so
here. Please write down the question number and your response.
Total responses: 17 (12%)  view details

  
    Copyright © 2013, Hobsons Inc.  | Terms of Service | Privacy
    Signed in as Gary Cotzin from Somers High School
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From the desk of:
Gary M. Cotzin
Principal, Somers High School
Phone: 860.749.2270 x4103
Email: gary.cotzin@somers.k12.ct.us

“One School, One Voice, One Belief, One Outcome”

October 24, 2013

Re: Senior Exit Survey

Attached is the survey results from the Class of 2013. I have included some comparative data to 
the survey taken by the previous year’s graduating class. 

Areas of Noted Improvement:

Students felt that academic dishonesty was not as prevalant in 2013 50% (little or no problem) as 
compared to 2012: 39.1%.
Student perception of alcohol use within the school has decreased.

Little or no problem 2012: 30.4%  2013: 36.2%
Student perception of drug use within the school has decreased.

Little or no problem 2012: 22.5%  2013: 31.9%
More students are accessing PowerSchool on a daily/weekly basis as compared to the previous 
year: 2012: 47.8%  2013: 53.7%
More parents are accessing PowerSchool on a daily/weekly basis as compared to the previous 
year: 2012: 24.6%  2013: 29%

Areas of Noted Decline:

Students in 2012 felt the rules were clearer (85.4%) as opposed to the class of 2013 (76.8%)
Students in 2012 felt more prepared for college (92.8%) as opposed to the class of 2013 (82.6%)
Perception on teacher accessabilility also declined from 2012 (79.7% always/often) to 2013 
(71% always/often)
Students in 2012 gave very high marks to our health center (93.4% good to excellent) as opposed 
to (86.2% good to excellent)

Summary: 

The other survey questions reflected very little change from 2012 to 2013. Statistically not 
significant. Overall, students seem very satisfied with their education, co-curricular activities and 
the overall school environment. 
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