
BOE Meeting Template 
Monday, August 27, 2012 7:00 PM 

Mabelle Avery Middle School District Offices Board Room, 4 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071

  
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
4. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS
5. CORRESPONDENCE
6. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
7. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approval of Bills
2. Resignation

Ms. Jean Calnen, Somers Elementary School Nurse, has submitted her resignation effective August 
8, 2012.  Ms. Julie Brown has been hired to fill this vacancy.

8. NEW BUSINESS
1. SHS Soccer Donation

Mr. & Mrs. Geoff Elia have donated socks and backpacks to the SHS Varsity Girls and Boys 
Soccer Teams with a value of $1,500.00.  In addition they have donated approximately $600.00 for 
the repair of the soccer fields.

9. OLD BUSINESS
10. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

1. Back to School Update
Dr. Suffredini will highlight the preparation for school openings and facility conditions for each 
school.

2. Activity Account Report
As per the BOE Reporting Schedule, attached is the update for the Activity Account.  Mr. Boutwell 
will be available to answer any questions.

11. COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. Budget
2. Curriculum
3. Policy
4. Salary & Negotiations
5. Planning
6. Other Committees

12. OTHER
13. ADJOURNMENT
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
1 Vision Boulevard
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – July 9, 2012

Members Present: D.Palmer, J.Formeister, R.Lees, B.Pellissier, A.Kirkpatrick, M.Maniscalco, 
B.Devlin, M.Cicciarella 

Members Absent: S.Bollinger
Administrators Present: M.Suffredini, K.Pezza, B.Boutwell, J.Morrow
Staff Present:
Citizens Present:
Students Present:
Others:

1.0 CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Chairman 
Palmer in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School Board of Education meeting room.

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
June 25, 2012 – It was MOVED (B.Pellissier) SECONDED (B.Devlin) to approve the June 25, 
2012 Board of Education meeting minutes as presented. PASSED 8-0

4.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

5.0 CORRESPONDENCE
The Board received an email from Jan Martin, SHS English Teacher, regarding an article titled 
“Class Acts” listed in the Hartford Courant’s CTNOW section. Jan Martin was disappointed that 
no Somers seniors were featured, as she noted that many of our 2012 graduates were impressive 
leaders.

6.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA
7.1 Approval of Bills 07/09/12 ($366,255.84)

It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (B.Pellissier) to approve the 07/09/12 Bills in the 
amount of $366,255.84 as presented. PASSED 8-0

7.2 Resignation (B.Lachance)
Brian Lachance, Somers High School Math Teacher, has submitted his resignation effective 
July 2, 2012.

It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (B.Pellissier) to accept SHS Math Teacher Brian 
Lachance’s resignation effective 7/2/12 as presented. PASSED 8-0

8.0 NEW BUSINESS
8.1 Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code: 9323 – Construction of Agenda
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The Policy Committee has recommended modifications to this policy, which was first 
warned on 6/25/12.

It was MOVED (A.Kirkpatrick) SECONDED (B.Pellissier) to adopt the DBS Code: 9323 – 
Construction of Agenda as recommended by the Policy Committee as presented. PASSED 
8-0

8.2 Second Warning Textbook Approval - Philosophy
The Somers High School Philosophy book is eleven years old and in need of replacement. 

It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (B.Pellissier) to approve the textbook replacement 
request – SHS Philosophy as presented. PASSED 8-0

8.2 Second Warning Textbook Approval - Calculus
The Somers High School Calculus book needs to be replaced in order for our course to meet 
UCONN’s ECE requirements. 

It was MOVED (A.Kirkpatrick) SECONDED (B.Pellissier) to approve the textbook 
replacement request – SHS Calculus as presented. PASSED 8-0

9.0 OLD BUSINESS 

10.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
10.1 Update on the Technology Plan – iPad Purchase

Mr. Jim Morrow, Director of Technology and Information Services, gave an overview of the 
new iPad v2 purchase plan and the distribution for the district. The Technology Committee 
met monthly, discussed the best plan of action for district distribution, and is as follows: At 
SES, Grade 1 Toney’s class will receive 22 iPads, Grade 3 Peterson’s class will receive 22 
iPads, Grade 5 Reilly’s class will receive 22 iPads, and small group labs will receive 40 
iPads. At MBA, the Grade 7 team will receive 120 iPads, with small group labs also 
receiving 20 iPads. At SHS, Mezger’s class will receive 27 iPads, Croteau’s class will 
receive 3 iPads, and small group labs will receive 20 iPads. 

The first year of the iPad pilot rollout program totals 296 iPads for the district. Volunteer 
staff members partaking in the pilot program will help facilitate with other teachers and staff 
members, sharing vital information and feedback. Small group labs within the three 
buildings will also help provide exposure, and the media specialists will further facilitate the 
program. PD days will help staff with training and lesson plans, along with the information 
sharing among colleagues. The main goal for the technology plan is the eventual process of 
becoming a Bring Your Own Device school system.

11.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Minutes will be taken at all subcommittee meetings.
11.1 Budget – Summer Bills

There will be a summer payment of bills processed and paid by next week at the latest; 
however, the next BOE meeting will not take place until August 27, 2012. Mr. Boutwell, 
Director of Business Services, is seeking a motion to approve to pay summer bills as 
presented.

It was MOVED (D.Palmer) SECONDED (B.Devlin) to approve the process and payment 
of summer bills in the to-be-determined amount as presented. PASSED 8-0

11.2 Curriculum – No Update
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11.3 Policy – The Policy Committee has met their goal and will not meet this summer.

11.4 Salary & Negotiations – No Update

11.5 Planning Committee – No Update

11.6 Other Committees 
Technology Ad Hoc Committee – No Update

12.0 OTHER 

13.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (B.Pellissier) SECONDED (B.Devlin) to adjourn the regular meeting of the 
Board of Education 7:43 p.m. PASSED 8-0

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Leah Cook, Recording Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.





























































































July 24, 2012 

Dr. Maynard M. Suffredini, Jr. 
Superintendent of Schools 
Somers Public Schools 
1 Vision Boulevard 
Somers, Ct 06071 

Dear Dr. Suffredini, 

149 Bridle Path Road 
Springfield, Ma 01118 

I am writing to inform you that I am resigning from my position as Somers 

Elementary School nurse effective August 8, 2012. As per my contract, the reason 

for my resignation is I have secured a new position. 

Sincerely, 

Jean A. Calnen 

Cc: R. Riola 
C. Meagher 



Alan Walker- A.D. 
Somers High School 
Somers, CT. 

Dear Alan, 

August 20, 2012 

As in keeping with past years, my wife and I are happy to donate the 
following equipment for the Somers High Boys and Girls Varsity soccer teams. 
This year we will be donating Varsity Home and Away socks for both teams. These 
will now be Nike to match the new uniforms the school has recently purchased. We 
will also be donating 23 Nike bags f backpacks for the boys team and will donate the 
same for next years girls team, if needed. These travel bags should have a life 
expectancy of 5 or more years. The total value for the above donation is $ 1,500.00 

Additionally the repair on the soccer fields appears to have made a marked 
improvement. Connecticut Valley Landscaping performed the work and we are 
happy to have been able to donate this cost (approx. $600.00) as well. 

If concerns or considerations arise, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Geoff & Christine Elia 
19 Pheasant Run 
Somers, CT. 
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
1 Vision Boulevard
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – August 27, 2012

Members Present: D.Palmer, J.Formeister (arrived at 7:01 p.m.), R.Lees, B.Pellissier (arrived at 
7:07 p.m.), A.Kirkpatrick, M.Maniscalco, B.Devlin, M.Cicciarella (arrived at 
7:02 p.m.)

Members Absent: S.Bollinger
Administrators Present: M.Suffredini, K.Pezza, B.Boutwell, D.Messina
Staff Present:
Citizens Present:
Students Present:
Others:

1.0 CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman 
Palmer in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School Board of Education meeting room.

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
July 9, 2012 – It was MOVED (B.Devlin SECONDED (A.Kirkpatrick) to approve the July 9, 
2012 Board of Education meeting minutes as presented. PASSED 5-0

4.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

5.0 CORRESPONDENCE
The Board received CABE correspondence, and an email regarding the CABE convention taking 
place the weekend before Thanksgiving.

6.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA
7.1 Approval of Bills 07/13/12 ($54,482.47)

It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (R.Lees) to approve the 07/09/12 Bills in the 
amount of $54,482.47 as presented. PASSED 7-0

Approval of Bills 07/26/12 ($510,203.06)
It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (R.Lees) to approve the 07/26/12 Bills in the 
amount of $510,203.06 as presented. PASSED 7-0

Approval of Bills 08/21/12 ($352,428.72)
It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (R.Lees) to approve the 08/21/12 Bills in the 
amount of $352,428.72 as presented. PASSED 7-0

Approval of Bills – 2011-2012 Budget Transfers ($371,000)
It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (R.Lees) to approve the 2011-2012 Budget 
Transfers in the amount of $371,000 as presented. PASSED 7-0
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7.2 Resignation
Jean Calnen, Somers Elementary School Nurse, has submitted her resignation effective 
August 8, 2012. Ms. Julie Brown has been hired to fill this vacancy.

It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (R.Lees) to accept SES Nurse Ms. Jean Calnen’s 
resignation effective 8/8/2012 as presented. PASSED 7-0

8.0 NEW BUSINESS
8.1 Somers High School Soccer Donation

Mr. and Mrs. Geoff Elia have donated socks and backpacks to the SHS Varsity Girls and 
Boys Soccer Teams with a value of $1,500.00. In addition, they have donated approximately 
$600.00 for the repair of the soccer fields. 

It was MOVED (A.Kirkpatrick) SECONDED (M.Cicciarella) to graciously accept the 
Somers High School Soccer Donation by Mr. and Mrs. Geoff Elia as presented. 
PASSED 8-0

9.0 OLD BUSINESS 

10.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
10.1 Back to School Update

Dr. Suffredini highlighted for the Board his annual Back to School Update. The 
Superintendent noted that convocation went very well. Keynote speaker, Jo Ann Freiberg 
Ph.D, presented to school staff on anti-bullying legislation, and was received as very 
stimulating. The Superintendent visited each school building, remarking that there was an 
enthusiastic climate and a very positive atmosphere for the new school year to commence. 
Dr. Suffredini also notified the Board regarding the CT Reform package and the number of 
initiatives the Governor is focusing on. The state requested and received a waiver on the No 
Child Left Behind Act enabling CT to establish state-specific guidelines. The Superintendent 
also discussed with the Board the new CT evaluation instrument for teachers and 
administration by the SDE. 

iPads for the Technology Plan came in over the summer, and will be distributed to the pre-
determined grades as part of the first year roll-out. Director of Technology and Information 
Services, Mr. Jim Morrow, has scheduled an informational meeting for parents on August 
28th.

10.2 Activity Account Report
As per the Board of Education reporting schedule, Director of Business Services, Mr. Bill 
Boutwell, presented an activity account report. All activity account transactions run through 
the business office, thus, any monies deposited or withdrawn flow through Account 
Payables within the Business Office. There are 110 fund accounts total, mostly at Somers 
High School. The activity accounts are revolving until graduation, and there is no co-
mingling of funds as class money can only stay with that particular class. Gary Cotzin, 
Principal at SHS, and graduating 2012 class officers are currently handling the activity 
account for the class of 2012.

11.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Minutes will be taken at all subcommittee meetings.
11.1 Budget – No Update
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11.2 Curriculum – No Update

11.3 Policy – The Policy Committee has received twenty-one new policies to review in the 
June update. The next Policy Committee meeting will be on September 10th at 6:00 p.m.

11.4 Salary & Negotiations – No Update

11.5 Planning Committee – No Update

11.6 Other Committees 
Technology Ad Hoc Committee – No Update

12.0 OTHER 

13.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (B.Pellissier) SECONDED (B.Devlin) to adjourn the regular meeting of the 
Board of Education 7:49 p.m. PASSED 8-0

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Leah Cook, Recording Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.
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