
BOE Meeting Template 
Monday, July 9, 2012 7:00 PM 

Mabelle Avery Middle School District Offices Board Room, 4 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071

  
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
4. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS
5. CORRESPONDENCE
6. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
7. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approval of Bills
2. Resignation (B. Lachance)

Brain Lachance, SHS Math Teacher, has submitted his resignation effective July 2, 2012.
8. NEW BUSINESS

1. Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code: 9323 - Construction of Agenda
The Policy Committee is recommending modifications to this policy which was warned on 6/25/12.

2. Second Warning Textbook Approval - Philosophy
The SHS Philosophy book is eleven years old and in need of replacement.

3. Second Warning Textbook Approval - Calculus
The SHS Calculus book needs to be replaced in order for our course to meet UCONN's ECE 
requirements.

9. OLD BUSINESS
10. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

1. Update on the Technology Plan - iPad Purchase
Mr. Jim Morrow will give an overview of the new iPad purchase plan and distribution for the 
District.

11. COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. Budget
2. Curriculum
3. Policy
4. Salary & Negotiations
5. Planning
6. Other Committees

12. OTHER
13. ADJOURNMENT
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
1 Vision Boulevard
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – June 25, 2012

Members Present: D.Palmer, R.Lees, B.Pellissier, A.Kirkpatrick, B.Devlin, M.Cicciarella 
Members Absent: J.Formeister, S.Bollinger, M.Maniscalco
Administrators Present: M.Suffredini, K.Pezza, B.Boutwell, J.MacFeat
Staff Present:
Citizens Present: R.Stone
Students Present:
Others:

1.0 CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman 
Palmer in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School Board of Education meeting room.

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
June 11, 2012 – It was MOVED (B.Pellissier) SECONDED (R.Lees) to approve the June 11, 
2012 Board of Education meeting minutes as presented. PASSED 6-0

4.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

5.0 CORRESPONDENCE

6.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
6.1   Addition of Agenda Item 8.7 – First Warning for Math/Social Studies/History Textbooks

It was MOVED (B.Pellissier) SECONDED (B.Devlin) to add item 8.7 – First Warning for 
Math/Social Studies/History Textbooks to the 6/25/12 Board of Education meeting agenda 
as presented. PASSED 6-0

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA
7.1 Approval of Bills 06/25/12 ($248,409.69)

It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (A.Kirkpatrick) to approve the 06/25/12 Bills in 
the amount of $248, 409.69 as presented. PASSED 6-0

8.0 NEW BUSINESS
8.1 Field Trip Request – Somers High School SADD Students

The Superintendent explained the SHS SADD field trip to the Board. Ms. Tammy Bley-
Gowash, SADD Advisor, has requested approval for a field trip to Bryant University in 
Rhode Island from July 24-July 27, 2012. Nine SADD students will be getting together with 
other drug-free students throughout the Northeast at Bryant, and will learn a variety of 
leadership skills. As a part of the grant from ERASE, students will need to make a plan for 
the upcoming school year. The field trip is at no expense to the students (or school system), 
and students will be getting scholarships from ERASE. Students will be staying in dorms 
with counselors who work at the summer camp, providing additional chaperoning. 
Transportation will be provided by students/parents.
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It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (A.Kirkpatrick) to approve the Somers High 
School SADD field trip request as presented. PASSED 6-0

8.2 Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code: 5125 – Student Records/Confidentiality
The Policy Committee has reviewed this policy, which has been recommended by CABE 
and is now seeking adoption. 

It was MOVED (B.Pellissier) SECONDED (A.Kirkpatrick) to adopt DBS Code: 5125 – 
Students Records/Confidentiality as reviewed by the Policy Committee and recommended 
by CABE, as presented. PASSED 6-0

8.3 Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code: 5127 – Graduation/Separation
The Policy Committee has reviewed this policy, which has been recommended by CABE 
and is now seeking adoption. 

It was MOVED (R.Lees) SECONDED (B.Devlin) to adopt DBS Code: 5127 – 
Graduation/Separation as reviewed by the Policy Committee and recommended by CABE, 
as presented. PASSED 6-0

8.4 Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code: 5131.6 – Drugs/Alcohol/Tobacco
The Policy Committee has reviewed this policy, which has been recommended by CABE 
and is now seeking adoption. 

It was MOVED (B.Pellissier) SECONDED (B.Devlin) to adopt DBS Code: 5131.6 – 
Drugs/Alcohol/Tobacco as reviewed by the Policy Committee and recommended by CABE, 
as presented. PASSED 6-0

8.5 Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code: 6141.328 – Bring Your Own Device
The Policy Committee has reviewed this policy, which has been recommended by CABE 
and is now seeking adoption. 

It was MOVED (B.Pellissier) SECONDED (A.Kirkpatrick) to adopt DBS Code: 6141.328 – 
Bring Your Own Device as reviewed by the Policy Committee and recommended by CABE, 
as presented. PASSED 6-0

8.6 First Warning of DBS Code: 9323 – Construction of Agenda
The Policy Committee is recommending modifications to this policy, and is presenting it as 
a first warning. Second warning will be included on the 7/9/12 BOE meeting agenda.

8.7 First Warning of Adoption of New Textbooks – Math/History/Social Studies
The Curriculum Committee is presenting first warning of adoption of new textbooks – 
Math/History/Social Studies. Details on textbooks will be included with second 
warning/adoption on the 7/9/12 BOE meeting agenda.

9.0 OLD BUSINESS 

10.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
10.1 Facilities Status Report

Mr. Boutwell, Director of Business Services, and Mr. MacFeat, Supervisor of Building and 
Grounds, updated the Board on the current status of the district’s facilities. A report was 
presented to the board with updates grouped together by building.
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At Somers Elementary, an update on the school carpet/tile replacement was given. The 
project began in 2004-2005 with a 6-year timeline for completion. This year, all classroom 
areas have been completed with only the main left to be finished. The Solar Panel project 
went live in early April. In addition to the solar panels, a roof membrane was installed in the 
areas of the panels.

At Somers High School, the art and gym roofs were replaced in November (2011). 
Approximately 12,000 square feet of shingle roof was replaced as part of a settlement 
agreement with GAF. During Spring 2011, the Office of Civil Rights conducted a facility 
review at SHS. The corrective action plan timeline extends through 2013. A number of items 
have been corrected with additional work continuing throughout the summer. The Town 
Engineer and Deputy Director of Public Works have been engaged in assessing issues 
specific to site accessibility, as well as developing a proposed solution with projected costs. 
CIP funds were also used to connect three exhaust lines to the SHS technology education 
department dust collector that was installed in 2010.

District-wide, the voicemail system was replaced and upgraded. The conversion of 
blackboards to white boards and installing ceiling mounted projectors has also been 
ongoing. By Fall 2012, all teaching areas will have this capability. A number of the 
projectors have been funded through the support of the Somers Educational Foundation.

 
11.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Minutes will be taken at all subcommittee meetings.

11.1 Budget – No Update

11.2 Curriculum – The curriculum committee met tonight, prior to the Board of Education 
meeting.

11.3 Policy – The Policy Committee has met goal, and is awaiting the next packet from CABE.

11.4 Salary & Negotiations – No Update

11.5 Planning Committee – No Update

11.6 Other Committees 
Technology Ad Hoc Committee – No Update

12.0 OTHER 

13.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION – Personnel Matters (Superintendent’s Evaluation, Compensation 
Package/Central Office Performance Evaluations, Compensation Adjustments)
It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (M.Cicciarella) to go into Executive Session at 7:40 
p.m. for the purpose of personnel matters as follows: the performance evaluation of the 
Superintendent of Schools, Compensation Package/Central Office Performance Evaluations, and 
Compensation Adjustments as presented. PASSED 6-0

The Board came out of Executive Session at 8:32 p.m.

It was MOVED (D.Palmer) SECONDED (B.Devlin) to adjust the salary of the Director of 
Business Services upwards $3,909.00, adjust the salary of the Supervisor of Building and 
Grounds upwards by 2.75%, adjust the salary of the Secretary to the Director of Curriculum 
upwards by 2.75%, adjust the salary of the Payroll Benefit Specialist upwards by 2.75%, adjust 
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the salary of the Facilitator of Technology and Information Services upwards by 2.75%, adjust 
the salary of the Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent upwards by 2.75%, and issue a 
one-time payment of $500.00 to the Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent as presented. 
PASSED 6-0

It was MOVED (D.Palmer) SECONDED (B.Devlin) to adjust the Superintendent’s contract with 
the following: add a one year extension to current contract expiring June 30, 2015 and adjust the 
salary upwards by $6,000.00 as presented. PASSED 6-0

13.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (B.Pellissier) to adjourn the regular meeting of the 
Board of Education at 8:35 p.m.  PASSED 6-0

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Leah Cook, Recording Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.

















DBS CODE:  9323

BYLAWS OF THE BOARD:

Construction of Agenda:

The Superintendent in cooperation with the Chairman of the Board of Education shall 
prepare an agenda for each regular meeting.  Any member of the Board of Education may 
contact the Board Chairman and request any item to be placed on the agenda no later than 
48 hours prior to the legally required public posting of the agenda.

Posting of Agendas:

The Board of Education will file with the clerk, and post on its web-site, a 
schedule of its regular meetings for the year by January 31st, and mail 
notice at least one week prior to the meeting to any person who has filed a 
written request to be on the list by January 31st according to state statute.

The Board of Education will post the notice (and the agenda) for special 
meetings in the Town clerk’s office and on the BOE web-site at least 24 
hours in advance of the meeting.

At least 48 hours prior to the time of the regular meeting, the items on which action may 
be taken shall be included in an agenda which will be posted in the Central Office, Town 
Hall, and in each school in a place readily available to parents and teachers.  Items to be 
included on the agenda of a special meeting shall be posted at least 24 hours prior to the 
time of the special meeting.

The date, time and place of committee meetings will be posted on the Board of Education 
website at least 24 hours in advance.

Any person who has filed a written request for notice will be mailed an agenda.  Requests 
for notice shall be made within 30 days after January 1st of each year.

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes 
1-225 Meetings of government agencies to be public 
Recording of votes. Schedule of meetings to be filed. 
Notice of special meetings. Executive sessions exempt. 

Adopted: April 28, 1980
Revised: February 24, 1992

July 9, 2009
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
1 Vision Boulevard
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – July 9, 2012

Members Present: D.Palmer, J.Formeister, R.Lees, B.Pellissier, A.Kirkpatrick, M.Maniscalco, 
B.Devlin, M.Cicciarella 

Members Absent: S.Bollinger
Administrators Present: M.Suffredini, K.Pezza, B.Boutwell, J.Morrow
Staff Present:
Citizens Present:
Students Present:
Others:

1.0 CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Chairman 
Palmer in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School Board of Education meeting room.

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
June 25, 2012 – It was MOVED (B.Pellissier) SECONDED (B.Devlin) to approve the June 25, 
2012 Board of Education meeting minutes as presented. PASSED 8-0

4.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

5.0 CORRESPONDENCE
The Board received an email from Jan Martin, SHS English Teacher, regarding an article titled 
“Class Acts” listed in the Hartford Courant’s CTNOW section. Jan Martin was disappointed that 
no Somers seniors were featured, as she noted that many of our 2012 graduates were impressive 
leaders.

6.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA
7.1 Approval of Bills 07/09/12 ($366,255.84)

It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (B.Pellissier) to approve the 07/09/12 Bills in the 
amount of $366,255.84 as presented. PASSED 8-0

7.2 Resignation (B.Lachance)
Brian Lachance, Somers High School Math Teacher, has submitted his resignation effective 
July 2, 2012.

It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (B.Pellissier) to accept SHS Math Teacher Brian 
Lachance’s resignation effective 7/2/12 as presented. PASSED 8-0

8.0 NEW BUSINESS
8.1 Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code: 9323 – Construction of Agenda
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The Policy Committee has recommended modifications to this policy, which was first 
warned on 6/25/12.

It was MOVED (A.Kirkpatrick) SECONDED (B.Pellissier) to adopt the DBS Code: 9323 – 
Construction of Agenda as recommended by the Policy Committee as presented. PASSED 
8-0

8.2 Second Warning Textbook Approval - Philosophy
The Somers High School Philosophy book is eleven years old and in need of replacement. 

It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (B.Pellissier) to approve the textbook replacement 
request – SHS Philosophy as presented. PASSED 8-0

8.2 Second Warning Textbook Approval - Calculus
The Somers High School Calculus book needs to be replaced in order for our course to meet 
UCONN’s ECE requirements. 

It was MOVED (A.Kirkpatrick) SECONDED (B.Pellissier) to approve the textbook 
replacement request – SHS Calculus as presented. PASSED 8-0

9.0 OLD BUSINESS 

10.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
10.1 Update on the Technology Plan – iPad Purchase

Mr. Jim Morrow, Director of Technology and Information Services, gave an overview of the 
new iPad v2 purchase plan and the distribution for the district. The Technology Committee 
met monthly, discussed the best plan of action for district distribution, and is as follows: At 
SES, Grade 1 Toney’s class will receive 22 iPads, Grade 3 Peterson’s class will receive 22 
iPads, Grade 5 Reilly’s class will receive 22 iPads, and small group labs will receive 40 
iPads. At MBA, the Grade 7 team will receive 120 iPads, with small group labs also 
receiving 20 iPads. At SHS, Mezger’s class will receive 27 iPads, Croteau’s class will 
receive 3 iPads, and small group labs will receive 20 iPads. 

The first year of the iPad pilot rollout program totals 296 iPads for the district. Volunteer 
staff members partaking in the pilot program will help facilitate with other teachers and staff 
members, sharing vital information and feedback. Small group labs within the three 
buildings will also help provide exposure, and the media specialists will further facilitate the 
program. PD days will help staff with training and lesson plans, along with the information 
sharing among colleagues. The main goal for the technology plan is the eventual process of 
becoming a Bring Your Own Device school system.

11.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Minutes will be taken at all subcommittee meetings.
11.1 Budget – Summer Bills

There will be a summer payment of bills processed and paid by next week at the latest; 
however, the next BOE meeting will not take place until August 27, 2012. Mr. Boutwell, 
Director of Business Services, is seeking a motion to approve to pay summer bills as 
presented.

It was MOVED (D.Palmer) SECONDED (B.Devlin) to approve the process and payment 
of summer bills in the to-be-determined amount as presented. PASSED 8-0

11.2 Curriculum – No Update
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11.3 Policy – The Policy Committee has met their goal and will not meet this summer.

11.4 Salary & Negotiations – No Update

11.5 Planning Committee – No Update

11.6 Other Committees 
Technology Ad Hoc Committee – No Update

12.0 OTHER 

13.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (B.Pellissier) SECONDED (B.Devlin) to adjourn the regular meeting of the 
Board of Education 7:43 p.m. PASSED 8-0

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Leah Cook, Recording Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.
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