
BOE Meeting Template 
Monday, January 11, 2010 7:00 PM 

Mabelle Avery Middle School District Offices Board Room, 4 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071

  
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
4. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

1. Curriculum Presentations - Math/World Language
Mrs. Pezza, Director of Curriculum, will present an overview of the Math and World Language 
programs.  She will address the current work being done in each area and the direction for each 
program.  Mrs. Pezza will also respond to any questions the board may have on these areas. 

5. CORRESPONDENCE
6. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
7. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approval of Bills
2. Retirement Notification (T. McCarthy)

Terry McCarthy, SHS World Language teacher, has submitted her intent to retire at the conclusion 
of the 2009-2010 school year.  Mrs. McCarthy has been employed by the Somers Board of 
Education for 23 years. 

3. Request for Child-Rearing Leave (C. Castro)
Carla Castro, SHS Math teacher, is requesting a child-rearing leave for the 2010-2011 school year. 

4. Request for Leave of Absence (B. Henderson)
Barbara Henderson, MBA Language Arts teacher, has requested a leave of absence due to medical 
reasons. 

5. Request for Leave of Absence (M. Cole)
Margaret Cole, MBA Special Education teacher, has requested an unpaid leave of absence from 
12/17/09 to 1/15/10 for the purpose of adoption. 

8. NEW BUSINESS
1. Staffing Reconfiguration

Reconfigure current staffing by reassigning 12 hours for the current Occupational Therapist (OT) to 
a part-time Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA) and an increase in two hours/week 
assigned to the current part-time COTA. Changes will result in a savings of approximately 
$220/week. The increase of two actual service hours will allow us to meet programming needs. 
Staff assuming COTA positions is directly supervised by the OT and currently evaluated by the 
Director of Pupil Services. These positions are not included in any collective bargaining unit 
agreements. If approved by the Board, the staffing changes may be effective Tuesday, January 19, 
2010. 

9. OLD BUSINESS
1. Approval of 2010-2011 School Calendar

The school calendar has been reviewed by the Administrative Council following the last board 
meeting.  The recommendation is to maintain the calendar as submitted by the administration. 

10. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
1. Enrollment 1/1/10

The overall numbers for the district have remained the same since the last report.  However, there 
has been an increase of one student in the preschool program, grades 8 and 10 due to families 
moving into the community and a decrease by one student in grades 3 and 6 due to families moving 
out of the district.  There has been a decrease of one student in grade 12 due to administrative 
withdrawal.  In the area of SPED Outside Placement there has been a increase of two students due 
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to new families moving into town whose children attend out-of-district programs. 
11. COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Budget
2. Curriculum
3. Policy
4. Salary & Negotiations
5. Planning
6. Other Committees

12. OTHER
13. EXECUTIVE SESSION - Superintendent's Evaluation/Negotiations/Legal Matters
14. ADJOURNMENT
15. Minutes 1/11/2010
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
Ninth District Road
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – December 7, 2009

Members Present: D.Palmer, R.Lees, T.Potrikus, A.Kirkpatrick, S.Bollinger, B.Devlin, J.Taylor
Members Absent: J.Formeister, M.Marquardt
Administrators Present: M.Suffredini, P.Collin, K.Pezza, B.Boutwell
Staff Present:
Citizens Present: E.Beebe, C.Manning
Students Present:  A.Wright, A.Anderson, A.Smith, K.Squillace, B.Herbert
Student Representatives:   None in attendance
Others:

1.0 CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman 
Palmer in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School-BOE Board Room. 

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES
3.1 November 23, 2009 Regular Meeting – It was MOVED (T.Potrikus) SECONDED (R.Lees) to 

approve the November 23, 2009 Board of Education regular meeting minutes as presented.  
PASSED 7-0

4.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS 

5.0 CORRESPONDENCE  
Dr. Suffredini reported receipt of a letter from the Somers Rotary Club notifying the Superintendent 
that the Somers Rotary Club is donating funds to purchase two computers.  Dr. Suffredini explained 
that these two computers will be added to the eight computers donated by the Somers Education 
Foundation to support the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School reading program. 

It was MOVED (T.Potrikus) SECONDED (J.Taylor) to accept the donation of two computers by 
the Somers Rotary Club to the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School.  PASSED 7-0

Chairman Palmer will send a thank you note to the Somers Rotary for this generous gift.

6.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS  

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA
7.1 Approval of 12/8/09 Bills ($279,203.42) 

It was MOVED (T.Potrikus) SECONDED (R.Lees) to approve the 12/8/09 Bills in the 
amount of $279,203.42 as presented.  PASSED 7-0

A line item detail report was presented and will be discussed under 11.1 Budget.
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8.0 NEW BUSINESS  
8.1 Approval of 2010-2011 School Calendar

Dr. Suffredini explained that administration and the teacher’s bargaining unit have 
reviewed the 2010-2011 calendar.  The only change to next year’s calendar is in the month 
of March where there had been an early release day for both the middle and high schools in 
March.  This early release day has been eliminated and the students will be in school for a 
full day session.

The Board expressed some concern about the first week of school being a full five-day 
week. Dr. Suffredini will bring the calendar back to administration to consider other 
options.  The 2010-2011 Calendar will be placed on the January 11, 2010 BOE meeting 
agenda for Board approval.

9.0 OLD BUSINESS

10.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
10.1 2010-2011 Budget Briefing

Dr. Suffredini presented a draft of the 2010-2011 Preliminary Budget that was developed 
based on the requests submitted by administration and fixed costs.  Dr. Suffredini explained 
that this is a level service budget. Computer replacement and maintenance have been 
moved from the town’s CIP list and have been added to this preliminary budget; however, 
Dr. Suffredini will discuss with the Board of Finance what they would prefer regarding 
where the technology funds should come from.  Dr. Suffredini stated that technology is the 
district’s top priority.

Dr. Suffredini stated that any reduction in this level service budget would make it very 
difficult to maintain programs, services and class sizes.

Dr. Suffredini explained that adjustments would be made to the 2010-2011 Preliminary 
Budget as the line item figures are finalized.  He will keep the Board advised as changes 
are made.

The Board will vote on the 2010-2011 Budget in February 2010 and present the approved 
budget to the Board of Finance in March 2010.

10.2 Enrollment
Dr. Suffredini reported that enrollment had dropped by three students since November 1st.  
Total enrollment as of December 1, 2009 is 1651.

10.3 H1N1 Update
Dr. Suffredini reported that a second H1N1 Flu Clinic would be held tomorrow.  This clinic 
will complete the immunization for the children in the district.  Additional clinics will be 
scheduled when the vaccine for the second dose becomes available.

11.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
11.1 Budget

A report on the 2009-2010 revenue sources was presented for the Board to review.  

The Board reviewed the line item summary report prepared by Mr. Boutwell.  
A.Kirkpatrick expressed concern regarding some accounts showing large balances and 
asked when these funds would be spent.  Dr. Suffredini will look into these accounts.
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A line item summary report will be presented to the Board monthly.

11.2 Curriculum 
No report.

11.3 Policy 
The committee is waiting for the CABE Updates before scheduling a meeting.

11.4 Salary & Negotiations 
A date will be scheduled to meet with the SESA.

11.5 Planning 
T.Potrikus informed the Board of some information he learned regarding another 
alternative for adding an additional social worker.  He will pass this information on to the 
Superintendent and the Board.

11.6 Other Committees 

12.0 OTHER 
12.1 The new Board members will meet with Dr. Suffredini on December 21st at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Superintendent’s Conference Room.

12.2 The Superintendent’s mid-year evaluation will be scheduled for Executive Session at the 
January 11, 2010 regular BOE meeting.

13.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (B.Devlin) and SECONDED (R.Lees) to adjourn the regular meeting of the Somers 
Board of Education at 8:45 p.m.  PASSED 7-0

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Joan Jaquith, Recording Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.



Mathematics



Program Overview

• District math teachers are 
currently revising the curriculum 
to better align with the state 
frameworks and the new math program 
in K-5.

• This year, the CBAS system is
being piloted as a 
universal screening tool 
to identify specific 
areas of student 
weakness in grades 3-8. 



Mathematics at SES
• This year is the first year of 
using the Addison-Wesley Scott 
Foresman (AWSF) series in grades K-
2.

• Grades 3-5 are in their second year 
of implementing the AWSF program.

Mathematics at SES

• Teachers at SES are also 
starting to infuse on-
line formative 
assessments into their 
instruction through the 
use of easyCBM.



Mathematics at SES

Family Math Night

• Last spring, SES hosted an evening 
Title I event for students and 
their families.

• During Math Night, parents played 
math related games with their 
children in an effort to strengthen 
home support for mathematics.

• Approximately 60 people 
attended the event



Mathematics at MBA

• At the sixth grade level, all 
students take a course in general 
math.

• In seventh grade, some students 
study Pre-Algebra, while others 
continue with the more generalized 
math course.

• When students reach 8th 
grade, they either take 
Pre-Algebra or a high 
school level Algebra 1 
class.



Mathematics at MBA

• Math teachers at 
MBA have been 
looking at data 
from tests like 
the CBAS to 
evaluate their 
curriculum and  
to tailor their 
instruction to 
meet the needs 
of individual 
students.



Mathematics at MBA

• Students at MBA have the 
opportunity to participate in 
afterschool activities related to 
Math.
– Math Olympiad

– Chess Club

• Other activities, like 
the SAVE Club require 
students to apply their 
math skills in their 
community service efforts



• Students at the SHS have the 
opportunity to study Algebra, 
Geometry, Trigonometry, Calculus, 
Probability and Statistics and 
Consumer Math.

• Courses are offered at both the 
college preparatory and honors 
level.

• Currently, there are also 
two AP math classes: AB 
Calculus and Probability 
and Statistics

Mathematics at SHS



• In addition to the academic course 
of study, SHS also has clubs for 
math oriented students
– FBLA

– JETS

– Math Team

Mathematics at SHS



World Language



World Language Overview

• Students in all three schools have the opportunity to learn about 
world languages and cultures.

• As a result of their k-12 experience, students will be exposed to 
introductory instruction in both French and Spanish.

• The current World Language curriculum was completed and 
approved last year.  This is the first year of its implementation.



World Language at SES

• Students start their study of Spanish in grades 1 and 2 with 30 

minutes of instruction every six days.

• In grades 3-5, students receive 60 minutes of Spanish instruction 

every six days.

• At the elementary level, students learn basic greetings and 

vocabulary related to colors, numbers, family, pets, clothing, 

weather and age appropriate Spanish and Hispanic culture.



World Language at SES

• In grade 2, students participate in the “Journey North” project 

through Annenburg media, in which they make and send paper 

Butterflies to Mexico.  In the spring, they receive back butterflies 

from other parts of the country and the World.

• In Grade 3, students use the internet to collect climate and 

weather data in South America and compare it to climate and 

weather data in Somers.

• In Grades 4 and 5 students write letters to pen pals in Spain.



World Language at MBA

• In 6th Grade, students are introduced to French for the First time.  

• They Learn basic French vocabulary with an emphasis on 

speaking and listening skills.

• Interdisciplinary connections with Social Studies are common as 

students study the geography of the French speaking world.



World Language at MBA

• Students in 7th grade take one semester of French and one 

semester of Spanish.

• At this grade level, students build off of the basic vocabulary 

they’ve acquired in either elementary school or Sixth grade and 

prepare for high school level language instruction.

• Teachers use technology extensively through programs like 

Xtranormal and websites like quia.com



World Language at MBA

• In 8th grade students select the language that they would like to 

study at a high school level.

• Strong language students complete a full year, high school level 

course and are eligible to take Spanish or French 2 as freshmen.

• Students who need to move slower take French or Spanish A, 

which is equivalent to half a year of high school level study.  As 

freshman, they complete that first year of study in French or 

Spanish B and then move onto French or Spanish 2 as 

sophomores



World Language SHS

• The French and Spanish programs at the high school have five 

levels of study.

• As they progress through the High School World Language 

program, they move from acquiring a basic understanding of the 

Language to a study of literature and the development of 

Speaking proficiency

• Student who complete French 5 or Spanish 5 have the option of 

taking the AP French or AP Spanish exam, even though French 

5 and Spanish 5 Are not explicitly AP courses.



World Language SHS

• For the last two years, students in French 4 and 5 have had the 

opportunity to travel to Quebec and use their French skills in a 

French speaking environment.  This Year’s Winter Carnival Trip 

will focus on Winter Sports and Huron Culture.

• A trip to France is being planned for next year’s French 4 and 5 

students.



World Language SHS

• Last year, two students took Latin through Virtual High school

• This year, two students are enrolled at Asnuntuck Community 

College taking American Sign Language.



World Language SHS

• World Language teachers at the High school use tools like Skype 

to provide students with an opportunity to talk to Teenagers in 

French and Spanish speaking countries.

• On line work submission, GabCast, i Movies, and Voice Thread 

are also used in conjunction with Google Earth, programmer.com 

and 360 cities.net to supplement what students are learning in 

each class. 



























June 23: Last Day for Graduation (185 Days)

2010-2011 SOMERS PUBLIC SCHOOLS

5 Independence Day

JULY ‘10
S M T W Th F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

JANUARY ’11          (19)
S M T W Th F S

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

 
14          Teacher Work Day
17 M.L. King Jr. Day

25 Staff Orientation Day
26 Teacher Work Day
27 Teacher Work Day
30          SCHOOLS OPEN

AUGUST ’10              (2)
S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

FEBRUARY ’11          (15)
S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28

21 President’s Day
22-25 February Recess

E

  6 Labor Day

SEPTEMBER ’10         (21)
S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

MARCH ’11              (22)
S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

14 Teacher Work Day
16          K-5 Early Release
17          K-5 Early Release
18          K-5 Early Release

  
  7          9-12 Early Release
11 Columbus Day
12          Teacher Work Day

OCTOBER ’10           (19)
S M T W Th F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

APRIL ’11                  (16)
S M T W Th F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

18-22     April Recess
22 Good Friday

  9          6-8 Early Release
10          6-8 Early Release
11 Veterans Day
17          K-5 Early Release
18          K-5 Early Release
19          K-5 Early Release
24 Early Release
25-26 Thanksgiving Recess

NOVEMBER ’10        (19)
S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

MAY ’11                  (21)
S M T W Th F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

30 Memorial Day

24-31 Holiday Recess

DECEMBER ’10         (17)
S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

JUNE ’11                   (  )
S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

13 SCHOOLS CLOSING—
              Early Release
14          Teacher Work Day



Somers Public Schools
Ninth District Road

Somers, Connecticut 06071

ENROLLMENT

10/1/05 SPED 10/1/06 SPED 10/1/07 SPED 10/1/08 12/1/09 1/1/10
Preschool 19 7 18 6 20* 10 18** 17 18
Kindergarten AM 56 4 57 3 49 3 54 36 36
Kindergarten PM 51 58 2 52 3 42 48 48
Grade 1 108 6 106 4 124 6 114 102 102
Grade 2 125 7 114 3 109 7 125 106 106
Grade 3 122 10 133 11 112 7 114 128 127
Grade 4 131 13 128 12 135 17 115 115 115
Grade 5 134 13 131 13 129 15 134 115 115
Grade 6 135 9 141 14 140 16 132 139 138
Grade 7 138 11 136 8 148 15 144 129 129
Grade 8 139 15 138 12 140 13 149 145 145
Grade 9 162 11 154 16 148 17 142 152 153
Grade 10 143 14 148 9 141 14 143 138 139
Grade 11 134 18 137 15 149 8 139 142 142
Grade 12 143 7 133 15 130 10 153 139 138

TOTAL 1740 145 1732 143 1726 161 1718 1651 1651

SES 746 60 745 54 730 68 716** 667 667
MBA 412 35 415 34 428 44 425 413 412
SHS 582 50 572 55 568 49 577 571 572

Vo-Ag 2 2 1 1 3 3
Cheney Tech 8 4 2 5 9 9
SPED Outside Pl. 12 14 14 16 14 16
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