
AGENDA
February 24, 2026

________________________________________

1. Please silence all cell phones  
2. Pledge Allegiance and Prayer  
3. Roll Call   
4. Inform public of the posting of the open meeting laws   
5. The meeting notice was published in the Columbus Telegram on 

February 17th, and the Humphrey Democrat on February 18th, 2026.  
6. Approval of agenda as written   
7. Approve the minutes of January 27th, 2026  
8. Discussion and possible action on the following:  
9. County Treasurer  

9.a. Motion to Open the Hearing  
9.b. Motion to close the Hearing  
9.c. Requesting approval of the following Motor Vehicle Exemptions as 

presented by the County Treasurer: Scotus Central Catholic, Boy 
Scout Troop 115, St. Francis Parish, St. Bonaventure Church, 
Columbus Community Hospital, St. Anthony Church, Columbus 
Family YMCA.  

10. County Assessor  
10.a. Requesting approval of Tax List Correction(s) #15030  
10.b. 2026 Permissive Exemptions  
10.c. Consideration of setting the Hearing for 2026 Permissive 

Exemptions for Tuesday, March 24th at 9:05 a.m.  
11. Motion to adjourn to March 24th, 2026.  
12. Please silence all cell phones  
13. Roll call  
14. Inform public of the posting of the open meeting laws  
15. The meeting notice was published in the Columbus Telegram on 

February 17th, and the Humphrey Democrat on February 18th, 2026.  
16. Approve the agenda as written  
17. Approve the minutes for February 10th as written  
18. Discussion and possible action on the following:  
19. Platte County Extension Office  

19.a. Presentation of 2025 Annual Report  
20. Convention & Visitors Bureau, Theresa Grape  

20.a. Presentation of Ag Park Survey Results Presentation  
20.b. Consideration of CVB Improvement Grant Fund Requests  



20.b.1. Pacer AI Subscription Renewal  
20.b.2. ITI Digital Subscription Renewal  
20.b.3. Consideration of Platte County Mural Creation  

21. Zelle HR Solutions — Hannah Murray  
21.a. Consideration of Public Defender Recommendations  

22. Consideration of Appointed Officials Salaries Retroactive to January 1, 
2026  
22.a. Weed Superintendent, Mark Borchers  
22.b. IT/Emergency Manager, Tim Hofbauer  
22.c. Convention & Visitors Bureau, Theresa Grape  
22.d. General Assistance, Sharon Bahr  

23. Consideration of Resolution 26-07 — To put the issue of discontinuing 
the Township form of Government before the voters.  

24. Supervisor Reilly - Consideration of Publication of Minutes in the 
Columbus Telegram and Humphrey Democrat  

25. Supervisor Reilly — Consideration of ARPA funds  
25.a. Highway Department Camera/Surveillance and Access Control 

(Key Fob)  
25.b. Highway Department Purchase & Install Truck Lift  

26. Highway Department  
26.a. Road Report  
26.b. Consideration of Utility Permits:  

Great Plains MR 1110 Fiber Optic, Midstates 1)MA 1423, MA 
1522, and MA 1514, 2) ML 817, m: 17 1/2, ML 1720, ML 2120 and 
ML 21/12 - Fiber Optic, Terry Foltz Water and Electrical for 
Irrigation MC 2227 and MC 1211: Loup Power Optic Cable E. 8th 
Street and 29th Ave.  

26.c. Consideration of the purchase of a lift for the Platte Center 
Highway Shop with a portion of funds coming from ARPA.  

26.d. Discussion and preliminary approval on agreement with Loup 
Public Power on project C-71 (877) Bridge #71002110 on 400th 
Ave on Loup Canal - Replacement  

27. Committee Reports  
28. Motion to accept, file and credit the proper accounts in 

correspondence:  Monthly Fee Reports, Veteran Office Report of 
Federal Claims Filed and Decisions Received for the period of January 
2025 through December 2025, Issued Permit Transfer - Construction 
and Operating Permit for Loup Valley Portk LLC Concentrated Animal 
Feeding Operation, Northeast Nebraska SOlid Waste Coalition - 
Landfill Site OBservations, Notice of Vacancy - ESU7, Offical Bond 
and Oath for Rebecca L. Wallin - Treasurer for School District of 
Newman Grove Public Schools, Cancel General Fund check no.  



12252884 in the amount of $40.00 to Jackson Services - duplicate 
payment, Treasurer Receipts $26,531.62

29. Motion to approve the Trouba Law Claim  
30. To approve all remaining claims  
31. Public Comments  
32. Motion to Adjourn to March 10th, 2026  

The agenda for the meeting subject to change, is kept continuously current and is available for 
public inspection at the office of the County Clerk in the Platte County Courthouse, Columbus, 
Nebraska.
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Columbus, Nebraska 
February 10, 2026 

Tuesday, A.M. 
 

Pursuant to adjournment the Platte County Board of Supervisors  
met in session beginning at 9:00 AM Jennifer E. Brown, County Clerk, Kim 

Kwapnioski, Chairperson. 
  

Roll Call and the following members present: Supervisors Harms, 
Ott, Micek, Reilly, Lloyd, Trouba and Chairperson Kwapnioski 

 

The Chairperson informed the public of the posting of the open 
meeting laws.  

The meeting notice was published in the Columbus Telegram on 

February 3, 2026, and the Humphrey Democrat on February 4, 2026. 

Approval of agenda as written  

Approval of the January 27, 2026 minutes. 
 

Marlene Vetick, Clerk of District Court informed the County Board 
that she will not be seeking re-election for a 10th term for her position. 

She introduced Kate McKay, a Platte County resident and employee of the 
Madison County District Court for 20+ years as her recommendation to 

the position of Clerk of District Court. 
 

Rachel Pensick, JCC Communications Director: 
Motion, Supervisor Micek, seconded Supervisor Ott, to approve the 

Second Addendum to Consolidated Communications Center Interlocal 
Cooperation Agreement. 

  Voting: Harms: Aye, Kwapnioski: Aye, Lloyd: Aye, Micek: Aye, Ott: 
Aye, Reilly: Aye, Trouba: Aye 

  Whereupon the Chairperson declared the motion carried. 

Extension Office: 
Motion, Supervisor Trouba, seconded Supervisor Lloyd, to table the 

2025 Annual Report. 
  Voting: Harms: Aye, Kwapnioski: Aye, Lloyd: Aye, Micek: Aye, Ott: 

Aye, Reilly: Aye, Trouba: Aye 

  Whereupon the Chairperson declared the motion carried. 
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Platte County Treasurer: 
Motion, Supervisor Trouba, seconded Supervisor Micek, to approve 

the Platte County Treasurer to put interest received from February 2026 
until COVID American Rescue Plan account is closed be received into 

General Fund 100 on a monthly basis. 
  Voting: Harms: Aye, Kwapnioski: Aye, Lloyd: Aye, Micek: Aye, Ott: 

Aye, Reilly: Aye, Trouba: Aye 

  Whereupon the Chairperson declared the motion carried. 

Hannah Murray, Zelle HR Solutions: 
Motion, Supervisor Reilly, seconded Supervisor Lloyd, to have the 

Public Defender Policy Board bring forth a recommendation at the next 
Board meeting on February 24th. 

  Voting: Harms: Aye, Kwapnioski: Aye, Lloyd: Aye, Micek: Aye, Ott: 
Aye, Reilly: Aye, Trouba: Aye 

  Whereupon the Chairperson declared the motion carried. 

Motion, Supervisor Reilly, seconded Supervisor Trouba, for the 
committee to start working on a contract and have a contract to submit 

to the Board by March 1st 2026. 
  Voting: Harms: Aye, Kwapnioski: Aye, Lloyd: Aye, Micek: Aye, Ott: 

Aye, Reilly: Aye, Trouba: Aye 

  Whereupon the Chairperson declared the motion carried. 

Highway Department: 
Motion, Supervisor Lloyd, seconded Supervisor Micek, to approve a 

utility permit for Magnum Electric for Ryan Loseke - water and electrical 
line MK 1930. 

  Voting: Harms: Aye, Kwapnioski: Aye, Lloyd: Aye, Micek: Aye, Ott: 
Aye, Reilly: Aye, Trouba: Aye 

  Whereupon the Chairperson declared the motion carried. 

Motion, Supervisor Lloyd, seconded Supervisor Micek, to approve a 

utility permit for Lehr Inc. - Electrical Service MR 3029. 

  Voting: Harms: Aye, Kwapnioski: Aye, Lloyd: Aye, Micek: Aye, Ott: 
Aye, Reilly: Aye, Trouba: Aye 

  Whereupon the Chairperson declared the motion carried. 

Motion, Supervisor Reilly, seconded Supervisor Lloyd, to approve 

Resolution 26-06, Annual Certification of Program Compliance to 
Nebraska Board of Public Roads Classification and Standards 2025. 

  Voting: Harms: Aye, Kwapnioski: Aye, Lloyd: Aye, Micek: Aye, Ott: 
Aye, Reilly: Aye, Trouba: Aye 

  Whereupon the Chairperson declared the motion carried. 
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The Highway Department Road Report was given by Justin 
Laudenklos and Jane Cromwell. 

 
Motion, Supervisor Lloyd, seconded Supervisor Ott, to open the 

Hearing. 
  Voting: Harms: Aye, Kwapnioski: Aye, Lloyd: Aye, Micek: Aye, Ott: 

Aye, Reilly: Aye, Trouba: Aye 

  Whereupon the Chairperson declared the motion carried. 

Speakers:  Eric Reichmuth - on behalf of St. Ben Road and Dave 

Chohon  

Motion, Supervisor Lloyd, seconded Supervisor Micek, close the 
Hearing. 

  Voting: Harms: Aye, Kwapnioski: Aye, Lloyd: Aye, Micek: Aye, Ott: 
Aye, Reilly: Aye, Trouba: Aye 

  Whereupon the Chairperson declared the motion carried. 

Motion, Supervisor Lloyd, seconded Supervisor Micek, to approve 
the 1&6 Year Plan as presented. 

  Voting: Harms: Aye, Kwapnioski: Aye, Lloyd: Aye, Micek: Aye, Ott: 
Aye, Reilly: Aye, Trouba: Aye 

  Whereupon the Chairperson declared the motion carried. 

Supervisor Ron Reilly - ARPA monies: 

Motion, Supervisor Lloyd, seconded Supervisor Reilly, to approve 
$10,000.00 for Binswinger Glass and $30,000.00 for Columbus Carpet to 

come from ARPA funds. 
  Voting: Harms: Aye, Kwapnioski: Aye, Lloyd: Aye, Micek: Aye, Ott: 

Aye, Reilly: Aye, Trouba: Aye 

  Whereupon the Chairperson declared the motion carried. 

2026 Rules of Governing: 
Motion, Supervisor Lloyd, seconded Supervisor Reilly, to allow 

mileage reimbursement both ways in the mowing of cemeteries, and to 

increase the rate to $65.00 per 1/2 acre to include the trimming. 
  Voting: Harms: Nay, Kwapnioski: Aye, Lloyd: Aye, Micek: Nay, Ott: 

Aye, Reilly: Aye, Trouba: Aye 

  Whereupon the Chairperson declared the motion carried. 

Committee Reports: Supervisor Harms - Asks for more information 
to be presented to the whole board on the subcommittee items and to not 

put the cart in front of the horse. Supervisor Reilly - 4x2s for appointed 
officials will be done soon. Recommendations for increase will be on the 

next Board meeting. Supervisor Ott - No Report Supervisor Trouba - No 
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Report Supervisor Lloyd - Road and Bridge meetings last week. Next 
week DA Davidson will be here.  Supervisors Trouba, Reilly, and Harms 

will attend. Supervisor Micek - No Report  

 

Motion, Supervisor Reilly, seconded Supervisor Ott, to accept, file, 

and credit the proper accounts on correspondence: Cancel General Fund 
Check no. 2683 in the amount of $83.10 to Merrick County Sheriff - 

Double payment by Attorney's Office, City of Columbus - Notice of 
Hearing on "Redevelopment Plan for the Keyes Development, LLC, 

Redevelopment Project" Continuation Certification for Marvion Reichert, 
Jr, Treasurer Central Platte Natural Resources District, Notice of 

Appointing Qualified Individual to Fill ESU 7 Board Vacancy - April 
Emeigh, State of Nebraska, Power Review Board - Certificate of Approval 

of a Petition filed by the Loup River Public Power District to amend the  
districts charter, Treasurer Receipts $60,207.08. 

  Voting: Harms: Aye, Kwapnioski: Aye, Lloyd: Aye, Micek: Aye, Ott: 

Aye, Reilly: Aye, Trouba: Aye 

  Whereupon the Chairperson declared the motion carried. 

Motion, Supervisor Lloyd, seconded Supervisor Reilly, to approve all 
claims. 

  Voting: Harms: Aye, Kwapnioski: Aye, Lloyd: Aye, Micek: Aye, Ott: 
Aye, Reilly: Aye, Trouba: Aye 

  Whereupon the Chairperson declared the motion carried. 

All Funds-Payroll Payment Nos. 12251033-12251248 & Accounts Payable                                                                                                                  

Check Nos. 2790-2988, Incl.,  
 

GENERAL FUND  
 

Total Gross Payroll   $306,109.20 
Aero Constructors  Reg HSG 2024 9,641.90 

Affordable Language Serv Intrprtr Serv 392.74 

All Makes Print/Publ 332.68 
All Makes Off Supp 52.95 

All Makes Off Supp 27.88 
All Makes Off Maint/Rep 7.98 

All Makes Off Maint Rep 37.03 
All Makes Off Supp 81.33 

Beth Jones Mile 7.47 
Big Red Printing Stat/Env 52.00 

Big Red Printing Stat/Env 410.62 
Blue Cross Blue Shield Hlth/Acc-Co Share 326,685.66 

Bomgaars Shop Supp 54.95 
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Butler Co Sheriff Dist Crt Csts 287.68 
CDW-Gov Off Supp 360.00 

CDW-Gov Off Supp 769.20 
CDW-Gov Server Infrastructure 363.06 

CDW-Gov Off Eq 9.31 
Central Insulation & Roofing Bldg Rep 28,995.00 

Christopher Maurer Med/Hosp Client Serv 317.00 
City of Columbus Misc 20.01 

City of Columbus Lights/Elect/Htg Fuels 1,487.22 
Claire Galley Co Crt Csts 20.00 

Clearfly Tele Serv 1,979.94 
Clerk of District Court Post/Juror Fees 240.03 

CNC Repair Car Rep-Rd Fd 1,624.95 
Columbus Telegram Print/Publ 570.58 

Culligan of Columbus Janit Supp 190.00 

DAS State Acctg Teletype Serv 307.19 
DAS State Acctg  Teletype Serv 307.20 

DAS State Acctg Reg HSG 2024 700.00 
Dave Foster Vet Trans Prog 50.00 

Dean Fuscher Vet Trans Prog 100.00 
Dodge Co Treas Reg HSG 2023 562.76 

Douglas Co Sheriff Dist Crt Csts 21.26 
Eakes Off Eq Rep 129.54 

Eakes Off Supp 648.33 
Eakes Off Supp 156.60 

Eakes Off Supp 56.55 
Egan Supply Co Janit Supp 818.82 

Election Systems & Software Data Proc Sftwr 611.52 
Endpoint Solutions Reg HSG 2024 4,500.00 

Eric Mullally Mile 217.50 

Eryn Roberts Post/Mile/Voting Supp 432.69 
Escobar Interpreting Crt Csts 977.50 

Galls, LLC Qrtrmstr 74.99 
Garratt Callahan Co Cooling Syst Maint 402.50 

Giustra Inc/Columbus 
Custom Embroidery 

Qrtrmstr 870.00 

Greg Drum Vet Trans Prog 50.00 
Hall Co Sheriff Dist Crt Csts 18.50 

HyVee Vet Trans Prog 151.79 
Indoff Inc Off Supp 3.99 

Indoff Inc Off Supp 112.38 
Jackson Serv Janit Supp 108.44 

JonesGroup Insurance Sheriff Csts 40.00 
Kayla Galley Co Crt Csts 20.00 
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Lancaster Co Sheriff Dist Crt Csts 45.78 
Law Office of Janelle M Foltz Crt Appt Coun 6,718.75 

Loffler Companies Off Eq Rep 54.57 
Loup Co Sheriff’s Office Crt Csts 41.21 

ML Smith Law Office Crt Appt Coun 2,437.50 
Madison Co Sheriff Dist Crt Csts 30.84 

Madison Co Sheriff Dist Crt Csts 55.68 
Mark Wangler Vet Trans Prog 100.00 

McKesson Medical-Surgical Health Related Csts 73.27 
McKown Funeral Home Autopsy Csts 240.00 

Menards Bldg Supp 61.07 
Menards Shop Supp 4.49 

Menards Shop Supp 199.76 
Mike Mulligan Vet Trans Prog 150.00 

MIPS Off Supp 332.57 

MIPS Data Proc Sftwr 1,686.68 
MIPS Data Proc Sftwr 2,819.22 

MIPS Tele Serv/Data Proc 967.00 
Murphy’s Law Publishing/HD Off Supp 222.49 

Murphy’s Law Publishing/HD Print/Publ 178.13 
Murphy’s Law Publishing/HD Print/Publ 186.33 

NACO Reg 30.00 
NACREC Dues 50.00 

NACREC Dues 50.00 
OPTK Reg HSG 2024 2,286.60 

Oak Hall Industries LP Off Supp 1,093.95 
Paper Tiger Shredding Misc 581.05 

Platte Co Attorney Crt Csts 25.00 
PC Clerk/OASI Soc Sec-Match 21,982.34 

PC Court Crt Csts 609.00 

PC Detention Facility Post/Meals/Lw Enf Sp/Fuel 155.23 
PC Sheriff PCSO State Fees 2,653.90 

Platte Valley Pest Control Janit Supp 78.00 
Polk Co Sheriff Crt Csts 19.00 

Principal Life Ins ADD Life Ins 562.57 
Raph Hefti Vet Trans Prog 50.00 

Retire Plans Div of Ameritas Co Retire-Match 21,774.10 
Robert Lloyd Mile 372.90 

Rowse Auto Detail Qrtrmstr 150.00 
ServiceMaster by Shevlin Handi-man/Misc Labor 9,829.00 

Shevlin Supply  Bldg Supp 381.85 
Speicher Electric  Bldg Rep 852.41 

Stacie Kotschwar Reg HSG 2024 400.00 
Summit Food Service Food/Bev 12,094.48 
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Tristan Welch Co Crt Csts 182.60 
Tristan Welch Dist Crt Csts 282.20 

Tristan Welch Crt Csts 124.50 
Awards & Engraving Sheriff Csts 65.00 

Awards & Engraving Sher 65.00 
U & I Sanitation Serv Garbage 196.25 

U & I Sanitation Serv Garbage 88.00 
Verizon  Internet Serv 800.20 

Verizon Tele 40.01 
Verizon Off Supp 40.02 

Verizon Off Eq Rep 235.70 
VVS Inc-Canteen Food/Bev 35.30 

William M Kurtenbach Crt Appt Coun 4,600.00 
Zelle Human Resource Sol HR Adm 5,500.00 

 Total        $798,519.92  
Check No. 12253335 cancelled by the County Board -85,867.00 
Check No. 2673 cancelled by the County Board  -1.00 

Check No. 2694 cancelled by the County Board -1,195.00 
Previous amount allowed during current budget year 11,389,323.85 

Total amount allowed to date $12,100,780.77 

 
ROAD-BRIDGE FUND 

 
Total Gross Payroll   $71,865.82 

Affordable Overhead Doors Bldg Rep 851.80 

Arnold Motor Supply Rd Eq Rep/Shop Tools 2,849.94 
Big Red Printing Off Supp 175.60 

Black Strap Inc Chem Supp 3,597.40 

Central Valley Ag Eq Grease/Oil 5,138.85 
Column Software PBC Misc 19.74 

Eakes Off Eq Rep 106.18 
Graham Tire Norfolk Tires/Tire Rep 396.73 

Jackson Service Oth Pers Serv/Janit Supp 764.31 
Kimball Midwest Rd Eq Rep/Janit Supp/Sfty Eq 1,998.94 

Koch Excavating Machine Hire-from oth 862.50 
Matheson-Tri-Gas Rd Eq Rep 40.03 

Krings Welding & Repair Comm Eq Rep 231.90 
Menards Rd Eq Rp/Sml Tls/Flags/ 

Flares/Barricades/Sfty Eq 

1,849.41 

Midwest Service and Sales Flags/Flares/Barricades 2,664.00 

NACO Reg 30.00 
NMC Inc Motor Graders 320,600.00 

NoSweet Fencing Bldg Rep 175.00 

Olson’s Pest Tech Bldg Rep 125.00 
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PI-Lit Varaiables Inc Flags/Flares/Barricades 590.00 
PC Clerk/OASI Soc Sec-Match 5,233.07 

Platte Valley Communicatns Rd Eq Rep 104.50 
Powerplan-Murphy Tractor Comm Eq Rep 2,166.96 

Raka Rentals Oth Eq Rental 84.00 
Retire Plans Div of Ameritas Co Retire-Match 4,835.66 

Sioux City Truck Sales Inc Rd Eq Rep/Comm 571.61 
T-Bone Truck Stop Eq Fuel 10,350.26 

Tire Outlet Tires/Tire Rep 222.00 
Truck Center Companies Rd Eq Rep 2,022.51 

ULINE Off Supp 48.00 
Weldon Parts Rd Eq Rep 203.12 

 Total $440,774.84 
Check No. 12253309 cancelled by the County Board -100.35 

Previous amount allowed during current budget year 7,596,704.02 

Total amount allowed to date $8,037,378.51 
 

COMPREHENSIVE JUVENILE SERVICES FUND 
 

Total Gross Payroll   $4,031.34 
Court Solutions Prog Operating Supp 2,250.00 

Lorena Rivas Consult/Contracts-Grant 300.00 
PC Clerk/OASI Soc Sec-Match 287.47 

PC Juvenile Diversion Prog Oper Supp-Grant 388.40 
PC Juvenile Diversion Prog Oper Supp-Grant 870.00 

Retire Plns Div Ameritas Co Retire-Match 240.72 

 Total $8,367.93 
Previous amount allowed during current budget year 91,277.30 

Total amount allowed to date $99,645.23 
 

CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT FUND 
 

Total Gross Payroll   $5,567.20 
Eakes Off Supp 22.10 

PC Clerk/OASI Soc Sec-Match 401.29 

Retire Plns Div of Ameritas Co Retire-Match 375.79 

 Total $6,366.38 

Previous amount allowed during current budget year 103,409.69 

Total amount allowed to date $109,776.07 

 

COUNTY VISITOR PROMOTION FUND 
 

Total Gross Payroll   $3,359.88  
Karen Schlautman Mile 17.40 
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PC Clerk/OASI Soc Sec-Match 246.10 
Retire Plns Div of Ameritas Co Retire-Match 174.67 

Sports Nebraska Dues 1,250.00 
Verizon Tele 39.94 

Total  $5,087.99 
Previous amount allowed during current budget year 145,823.05 

Total amount allowed to date $150,911.04  

 
SELF-FUNDING INSURANCE FUND 

 
PC Self Funding Ins Acct Ins Prem $6,635.16 

PC Self Funding Ins Acct Ins Prem 1,050.65 

 $7,685.81 

Previous amount allowed during current budget year 155,173.54 

Total amount allowed to date $162,859.35 
 

ADULT PRE-TRIAL DIVERSION FUND 
 

Total Gross Payroll   $1,744.00 
PC Clerk/OASI Soc Sec-Match 118.14 

Eakes Off Supp 119.62 
Retire Plns Div of Ameritas Co Retire-Match 117.72 

 Total $2,099.48 

Previous amount allowed during current budget year 31,295.42 

Total amount allowed to date $33,394.90 

 
FEMA/FEDERAL GRANT III FUND 

 
City of Columbus Misc $309,274.88 

Previous amount allowed during current budget year 10,500.00 

Total amount allowed to date $319,774.88 
 

VICTIM ASSISTANCE FUND 
 

Total Gross Payroll   $4,570.40  
PC Clerk/OASI Soc Sec-Match 347.10 

Retire Plns Div of Ameritas Co Retire-Match 308.50 

 Total  $5,226.00  
Previous amount allowed during current budget year 82,510.95 

Total amount allowed to date $87,736.95 
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COVID AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN FUND 
 

PC Highway Dept COVID American Rescue Plan $12,544.00 
Previous amount allowed during current budget year 444,813.52 

Total amount allowed to date $457,357.52 
 

INHERITANCE TAX FUND 
 

City of Columbus Contingent Capital Exp $101,808.01 
Previous amount allowed during current budget year 1,675,620.67 

Total amount allowed to date $1,777,428.68 

 
LAW ENFORCEMENT FUND  

 
DIRECTV Commissary $118.20 

Previous amount allowed during current budget year 36,479.92 

Total amount allowed to date $36,598.12 
 

DISTRICT PROBATION FUND 
 

Amazon Capital Services Office Supp $188.02 
Clearfly Tele 265.46 

Eakes Off Eq/Copier Lease 1,685.53 
Hometown Leasing Off Eq/Copier Lease 1,417.10 

PEX Visa Prepaid Card Drug Tech Post 22.20 
Verizon  Tele 119.82 

Windstream Tele 14.31 

 Total $3,712.44 
Previous amount allowed during current budget year 45,627.59 

Total amount allowed to date $49,340.03 
  
 

Public Comments: Jane Cromwell - shared upcoming meeting 

information for the Township discussions.  Columbus will be March 5th, 
with Lindsay, Humphrey, and Monroe to follow. Eric Reichmuth — Shared 

his thoughts that townships should be left alone. Jenny Reppert — 

Discussed dissatisfaction with Shevlin Supply's new cleaning schedule and 
garbage not being dumped daily. All complaints need to go to the Building 

& Grounds committee. Congratulations to Breanna Flaherty on her 

appointment to a Judgeship.  

Motion, Supervisor Trouba, seconded Supervisor Micek, to adjourn 
to February 24th, 2026 at 9:10 a.m. 

  Voting: Harms: Aye, Kwapnioski: Aye, Lloyd: Aye, Micek: Aye, Ott: 
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Aye, Reilly: Aye, Trouba: Aye 

  Whereupon the Chairperson declared the motion carried. 

 
( S E A L ) 
 
 
 

Attest: _____________________    _________________________ 
     Jennifer E. Brown            Kim Kwapnioski 

    Deputy Clerk of the County    Chairperson, Board of Supervisors 
   Board  
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Platte County Ag Park – Stone Planning / HDR Study 
Board Summary & Master Plan 

 
1. Executive Summary: 

• An independent feasibility and economic impact analysis confirms a clear demand and strong economic case for significantly improving the fairgrounds complex at Ag Park. 
The recommended plan would reposition Ag Park as a year-round regional destination for agriculture, youth, and community events. 

• The project promises measurable benefits for Platte County residents and businesses. 
 Total Estimated Development Cost (All Phases): ~$66.6 Million 
 In a stabilized year of operations, projected to generate roughly $4.9 million in total annual spending in the local economy, counting both direct spending at 

the site and indirect spending at hotels, restaurants, and other businesses. 
 Projected to support about 50 full-time equivalent jobs and approximately $2.56 million in annual earnings for local workers. 

• Local 4-H, FFA, equine/livestock groups, and community stakeholders expressed strong demand for improved facilities for shows, clinics, festivals, and private events. 
• Investments in modern, multipurpose fairgrounds (e.g., Kearney, McCook) attract more events and visitors. Ongoing public/private support is typically needed to offset 

operating deficits. 

2. Market Context: Platte County's Strategic Position 
• Columbus is one of Nebraska’s faster-growing small cities, with a young population and a high share of households with children and population growth is projected to continue through 2040.  
• Significant existing visitor activity from Omaha and Lincoln markets creates realistic potential to grow regional events at Ag Park 

 
3. Current State: Strengths & Critical Challenges 
Current Strengths: 

• 97-acre site owned by the Platte County Fair Foundation, located ~1 mile from 
downtown Columbus. The Platte County Fair is widely regarded as one of Nebraska's 
best, featuring top-tier livestock shows and strong 4-H/FFA participation, drawing 
significant outside attendance. 

Key Facility Challenges: 
• Significant deferred maintenance on dated, sometimes non-functional buildings. 
• Limited and substandard camping/RV facilities, inadequate for larger events. 
• Poor truck/trailer access and circulation, hindering use for larger shows. 

• Exhibit Hall lacks divisibility and flexibility; no high-quality, large venue for weddings, 
banquets, or meetings. 

• Lack of a modern indoor dirt arena for livestock/equine events. 
4. Recommended Master Plan & Phasing 

Why Rebuild on the Existing Site? 
• The existing site leverages current ownership and infrastructure, avoiding the expense and 

complexity of acquiring and servicing new land. 
• Its location near downtown, hotels, and other amenities strengthens its ability to attract and 

support regional events and visitors. 
• Operating Revenues: Projected $1.6 – $2.1 million annually (rent, concessions, tax support, 

etc.). 
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High-Level Phasing Plan: 
 

Pre-
Development Demolition of obsolete facilities, site prep, new infrastructure. 

Early Phases 
• Parking upgrades (restriping, resurfacing). 
• Renovation of horse barn & storage. 
• Stormwater drainage enhancements. 
• Relocation & expansion of camping to ~88 improved sites. 
• New 5,000-capacity amphitheater &  
• 44,000 sq. ft. Exhibit Hall. 

Later Phases  
• New 85,000 sq. ft. multi-livestock building & 15,000 sq. ft. show arena (Year 5). 
• Tractor pull facility with permanent bleachers. 
• Central green with playground & food-truck plaza. 
• New flex barns. 
• Master Plan Note: Approximately 37 acres are preserved for future non-fairgrounds development (potential partnerships/revenue). 
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Assumed Future Master Plan 



IMPROVEMENT &
PROMOTION 
FUND REQUEST

What is requested...

Marketing
Showcase Platte
County Events

Self-promote the
Visitors Bureau

PromotionCommunity & Visitors
Go-To Platform for all things

Platte County

The Visitors Bureau is requesting improvement funds for:
Website Tool Subscription Renewal
Placer.AI Subscription Renewal
North Courthouse Mural focused on Platte County

Placer.ai Subscription Renewal - Data Analysis Tool
Event Analysis and Travel/Tourism Metrics                                               $18,300 (Improvement) / $6,140 (Promotion)

Website Tool Subscription Renewal). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $14,300.00

ITI Digital Integration - all-inclusive calendar of Events & Business Listing using Google, Eventbrite and Facebook
Events.  Automates our events and allows for seamless integration to the exterior screen. 

Platte County Mural Creation
Mural depicting Platte County created on the south side of the (alleyway) of the Visitor Center.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,000.00

TOTAL INVESTMENT

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $24,440.00

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $46,740.00

Promotion Fund Budgeted

Promotion Fund Budget Request . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20,440.00
Improvement Fund Budget Request . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $26,300.00

Improvement Fund 



Analysis Powered by Placer.ai Insights

MARKET OVERVIEW REPORT | 2025 - 2026

Strategic Growth Analysis
A data-driven look at tourism momentum, retail performance, and economic gravity 

for the Board and Council members of Platte County, Nebraska.



Strategic Economic Highlights

Placer.ai Domestic Travel Report

Tourism Spending Momentum

$45.1M
+11.5% YOY Spend Growth

Stay Length: 2.9 Days avg. stay—reflecting strong regional 

appeal.

Visitor Nights: 414.8K total nights tracked across the market.

Retail Surge: Shopping centers saw visits grow by +8.7%.



Core Market Metrics

Placer.ai Market Population Analytics

RESIDENT POPULATION

23.1K
+0.6% Growth Trend

DAYTIME POPULATION

26.1K
High Daytime Inflow Hub

TOTAL OUT-OF-MARKET

691.2K
Visitors Per Annum

The Regional Economic Magnet

Placer.ai data confirms Columbus functions as the 

primary regional trade center. The Daytime Population of 

26.1K creates a consistent surplus of consumers for local 

retail, services, and hospitality, exceeding the local 

residential base.



Market Geographic Reach

Analysis of visitor origins shows that Columbus 

attracts traffic from a wide radius. The primary 

catchment area extends across Platte, Schuyler, and 

Colfax counties.
Significant "Out-of-Market" activity (691.2K visitors) 

validates the city's role as a major stop-off point and 

destination for travelers along U.S. Routes 30 and 81.

Strategic Corridors
High visitor density tracked along the 23rd 

Street retail spine.



Tourism & Visitation
Leveraging Data to Optimize Visitor Spend



Visitor Composition: Trip Types

Placer.ai Tourism Trends Analysis

The 54% overnight ratio is a critical health 

indicator, as these visitors contribute the 

majority of the $45M annual spend.

Overnight Trips: 54%
222.7K Trips — Drives high hospitality revenue.

Day Trips: 46%
186.7K Trips — Regional shopping and transit traffic.



Stay Duration: Benchmarking Loyalty

Placer.ai Stay Duration Report

MARKET LEADER PERFORMANCE

2.9 Days Average Stay
Growth of +1.2% YOY in time spent in-market per visitor.

1 Night Stay

2-3 Night Stays

4-7 Night Stays



Visitor Origins: Where Traffic Starts

Placer.ai Origins Analysis

Origin Market (CBSA) Total Trips YOY Variance

Lincoln & Hastings-Kearney, NE 139.8K -7.5%

Omaha, NE 125.8K -4.5%

Sioux City, IA 26.3K +11.9%

Norfolk, NE Corridor 238K Visits Stable Sioux City Growth

A double-digit increase (+11.9%) from Sioux City indicates 

successful regional outreach and expanding northern 

gravity for Platte County.



Business & Retail Activity Trends

Placer.ai Monthly Activity Insights

Shopping Centers

+8.7%
Highest Growth Sector

Superstores

+4.8%
Solid Base Growth

Home Improvement

+2.4%
YOY Variance

The Retail Resurgence: Despite national headwinds, Columbus's 

shopping centers are significantly outperforming expectations with an 

8.7% increase in foot traffic.



Top-Visited Regional Venues

Placer.ai Top Visited Venues Analysis

Rank Venue Name / Commercial Anchor Total Visits

1 ATC 205890 | Howard Blvd Node 3.2M

2 Walmart | 23rd Street Spine 2.1M

3 Hy-Vee | Commercial Corridor 1.1M

4 Super Saver | 23rd Street 934.3K

5 McDonald's | 23rd Street 859.8K

6 Menards | E 24th Street Hub 819K

7 Village Centre | Retail District 778.2K

Visitation data reveals that commercial activity is heavily concentrated on the 23rd St and Howard Blvd corridors.



Strategic Growth Opportunities

Economic Strategy Recommendations

1. Harness Sioux City Traffic

The 11.9% growth from Sioux City suggests a northern 

marketing strategy for weekend getaways and events is 

highly viable.
2. Enhance Day-Trip Conversion

Day Trips account for 46% (186.7K) of traffic. Converting 

a small fraction to Overnight could significantly boost the 

already strong $45M annual spend.
3. Infrastructure & Corridor Support

With massive visit counts at 23rd St anchors, ensuring 

pedestrian and traffic fluidness will protect these high-

performance retail zones.



Visit Columbus & Platte County Presentation | 2026

Executive Summary
Platte County: A Market of Regional Influence

Data provided by Placer Labs, Inc. | More insights at placer.ai

Total Visitor Spend: $45.1M (+11.5% YOY)

Stay Duration: Strong 2.9-day average

Out-of-Market Draw: 691.2K Active Visitors
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94%
Engagement

Rate

22% increase

5,300 Total Sessions (12% increase)

2,500 New Users (19% increase)

421 487
Events  Aggregated Business Listings Delivered

Events Calendar

vs.

Business Listings

 Annual Digital Experience Platform Report

Columbus, NE ROI Highlights
April 2025 - February 2026

www.visitcolumbusne.com

Dynamic SEO Sitemap: Maximize Content Visibility
To ensure event and business listings are fully discoverable and indexed by Google
Search Engine, we strongly recommend implementing our Dynamic SEO Sitemap. This
free solution automatically updates search engines whenever new content is published
on your website, driving organic growth and better website visibility.

Page 1 of 2

2025 - 2026 (363 new users)

2024 - 2025 (146 new users)

0 100 200 300 400

2025 - 2026 (363 new users)

2024 - 2025 (146 new users)

167% increase

1,200 Total Sessions (8% increase)
97% Places Detail Pages Engagement Rate



DXP Content Modules Add Value To Your
Organization & Online Visitors

Events Calendar

Smart Business Listings

Eliminates manual event updates by automatically aggregating event data into one
centralized system.

Automatically maintains accurate business information through API-driven data updates.

Ensures visitors always have access to current, accurate event information when planning
their visit.

Increases visibility and discoverability for local dining, lodging, attractions, and services.

Enhances the visitor experience while minimizing ongoing staff effort and maintenance.

Supports sustained community and economic impact by showcasing local partners
year-round.

Page 2 of 2

Columbus, NE Events Calendar



MURAL AGREEMENT 
Date:	

___________________________	

Artist:	

Adam	Boggs	(“Artist”)	

Client:	

___________________________________________	(“Client”)	

1. Project Overview 
The	Client	hires	the	Artist	to	design	and	paint	a	mural	(“Work”)	based	on	the	approved	
design	(“Design”).	

2. Payment 
-	Total	Fee:	$____________________	
-	A	downpayment	of	25%	is	due	upon	signing	this	agreement.	
-	The	remaining	balance	is	due	**upon	completion	of	the	mural.**	
-	Payment	may	be	made	by	cash,	check,	or	electronic	transfer.	
	
If	the	Client	cancels	the	project	after	the	Artist	has	begun	work,	the	Artist	keeps	the	
downpayment	and	is	entitled	to	payment	for	any	portion	of	the	Work	already	completed.	

3. Site Preparation 
-	The	Client	is	responsible	for	preparing	the	wall	or	surface	before	painting	(clean,	primed,	
and	ready	to	paint).	
-	The	Client	must	provide	safe	access	to	the	mural	area,	including	ladders,	scaffolding,	or	
lifts	if	needed.	
-	Any	required	permits	or	permissions	are	the	Client’s	responsibility.	

4. Materials 
-	The	Artist	provides	all	paints	and	art	supplies.	
-	The	Client	provides	access	to	electricity,	water,	and	restroom	facilities	as	needed.	
-	Both	parties	will	agree	on	materials	and	colors	before	work	begins.	

5. Damage and Liability 
-	Once	the	mural	is	completed,	all	risk	of	damage	passes	to	the	Client.	
-	The	Client	is	responsible	for	protecting	the	mural	after	completion.	
-	The	Client	agrees	to	hold	the	Artist	harmless	from	any	claims,	damages,	or	injuries	that	
occur	on-site	during	or	after	installation,	unless	caused	by	the	Artist’s	negligence.	



6. Delays 
If	weather,	illness,	or	any	other	issue	beyond	the	Artist’s	control	causes	delays,	the	timeline	
will	be	reasonably	adjusted.	
If	the	project	must	be	stopped	or	abandoned	for	reasons	beyond	the	Artist’s	control,	the	
Artist	is	entitled	to	payment	for	the	work	completed	up	to	that	point.	

7. Copyright 
-	The	Artist	retains	full	copyright	and	moral	rights	to	the	Design	and	mural.	
-	The	Client	may	not	reproduce,	copy,	or	sell	images	of	the	mural	without	written	
permission	from	the	Artist.	
-	The	Artist	may	photograph	and	share	images	of	the	mural	for	their	portfolio,	website,	and	
social	media.	

8. Governing Law 
This	agreement	is	governed	by	the	laws	of	the	State	of	Nebraska.	It	represents	the	full	
agreement	between	both	parties	and	replaces	any	prior	verbal	or	written	agreements.	

Signatures	

Signed	on	this	_____	day	of	______________,	20____	
	
Artist	
_____________________________	
Adam	Boggs	
	
Client	
_____________________________	
Name	&	Signature	



This is the first run at a mural.  Grape has requested several changes. We plan 
to mimic our county map which represents more of our county communities.



PLATTE COUNTY RESOLUTION NO. 26-07 

A RESOLUTION TO PUT THE ISSUE OF DISCONTINUING THE TOWNSHIP FORM OF 
GOVERNMENT BEFORE THE VOTERS 

 
WHEREAS, the Platte County Board of Supervisors is a political subdivision 

operating under the township organization form of government; 
 

WHEREAS, the Platte County Board of Supervisors has determined the 
township form of government to be antiquated, inefficient, and cost prohibitive, and 
many times townships struggle to find officers to fill the vacant slots on the 
township boards; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Platte County Board of Supervisors has determined the 
question should be put to the voters pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §23-293(2) to 
determine whether or not the township form of government should be 
discontinued and that Platte County should convert to a commissioner form of 
government with seven (7) or five (S) commissioners, with the commissioners' 
districts, including the boundaries, district numbers, and territories, to remain the 
same as with township organization. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the County of 
Platte, Nebraska, that the County Board of Platte County hereby directs the County 
Election Commissioner to submit the question of discontinuance of township 
organization to the registered voters of Platte County. Said question should be 
submitted in accordance with Section 23-293 at the next general election held 
after the filing of this resolution. The County Board further directs that said 
question be submitted specifying that the county board of commissioners to be 
formed pursuant to Section 23-151 shall have seven (7) members and the 
reorganization as a county board of commissioners, with the commissioners' 
districts, including the boundaries, district numbers, and territories to remain the 
same as with township organization, and will be effective at the expiration of the 



supervisors' terms of office in January of the third calendar year following the 
election to discontinue township organization. The language to be used by the 
Election Commissioner in the submission of the question on the ballot at the next 
general election to the registered voters of Platte County shall be set forth in 
accordance with Section 23-294(2). "For discontinuance of township organization 
and creation of a seven-member county board of commissioners; or Against 
changing to a commissioner form of county government." 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copy of this Resolution shall be filed with the Platte 
County Clerk; and 

 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Platte County Clerk shall transmit this resolution 
to the Election Commissioner. 

 

 

Dated this 24th day of February 2026 
 

 
 
__________________________     

Kim Kapnioski,  
Chairman Board of Supervisors of  
Platte County, Nebraska 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________ 

Jennifer Brown 
Platte County Clerk 

 
















	Agenda
	1. Please silence all cell phones
	2. Pledge Allegiance and Prayer
	3. Roll Call
	4. Inform public of the posting of the open meeting laws
	5. The meeting notice was published in the Columbus Telegram on February 17th, and the Humphrey Democrat on February 18th, 2026.
	6. Approval of agenda as written
	7. Approve the minutes of January 27th, 2026
	8. Discussion and possible action on the following:
	9. County Treasurer
	9.a. Motion to Open the Hearing
	9.b. Motion to close the Hearing
	9.c. Requesting approval of the following Motor Vehicle Exemptions as presented by the County Treasurer: Scotus Central Catholic, Boy Scout Troop 115, St. Francis Parish, St. Bonaventure Church, Columbus Community Hospital, St. Anthony Church, Columbus Family YMCA.
	MVE1
	MVE2


	10. County Assessor
	10.a. Requesting approval of Tax List Correction(s) #15030
	Assessor Tax Corrections

	10.b. 2026 Permissive Exemptions
	Permissive Exemptions

	10.c. Consideration of setting the Hearing for 2026 Permissive Exemptions for Tuesday, March 24th at 9:05 a.m.

	11. Motion to adjourn to March 24th, 2026.
	12. Please silence all cell phones
	13. Roll call
	14. Inform public of the posting of the open meeting laws
	15. The meeting notice was published in the Columbus Telegram on February 17th, and the Humphrey Democrat on February 18th, 2026.
	16. Approve the agenda as written
	17. Approve the minutes for February 10th as written
	2-10-26 Supr Minutes

	18. Discussion and possible action on the following:
	19. Platte County Extension Office
	19.a. Presentation of 2025 Annual Report
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	20. Convention & Visitors Bureau, Theresa Grape
	20.a. Presentation of Ag Park Survey Results Presentation
	Ag Park Feasibility Study Results

	20.b. Consideration of CVB Improvement Grant Fund Requests
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	22.a. Weed Superintendent, Mark Borchers
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	22.c. Convention & Visitors Bureau, Theresa Grape
	22.d. General Assistance, Sharon Bahr

	23. Consideration of Resolution 26-07 — To put the issue of discontinuing the Township form of Government before the voters.
	TWP Resolution 26-07

	24. Supervisor Reilly - Consideration of Publication of Minutes in the Columbus Telegram and Humphrey Democrat
	25. Supervisor Reilly — Consideration of ARPA funds
	25.a. Highway Department Camera/Surveillance and Access Control (Key Fob)
	ARPA 2

	25.b. Highway Department Purchase & Install Truck Lift
	ARPA 1


	26. Highway Department
	26.a. Road Report
	26.b. Consideration of Utility Permits:  

Great Plains MR 1110 Fiber Optic, Midstates 1)MA 1423, MA 1522, and MA 1514, 2) ML 817, m: 17 1/2, ML 1720, ML 2120 and ML 21/12 - Fiber Optic, Terry Foltz Water and Electrical for Irrigation MC 2227 and MC 1211: Loup Power Optic Cable E. 8th Street and 29th Ave.
	26.c. Consideration of the purchase of a lift for the Platte Center Highway Shop with a portion of funds coming from ARPA.
	26.d. Discussion and preliminary approval on agreement with Loup Public Power on project C-71 (877) Bridge #71002110 on 400th Ave on Loup Canal - Replacement

	27. Committee Reports
	28. Motion to accept, file and credit the proper accounts in correspondence:  Monthly Fee Reports, Veteran Office Report of Federal Claims Filed and Decisions Received for the period of January 2025 through December 2025, Issued Permit Transfer - Construction and Operating Permit for Loup Valley Portk LLC Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation, Northeast Nebraska SOlid Waste Coalition - Landfill Site OBservations, Notice of Vacancy - ESU7, Offical Bond and Oath for Rebecca L. Wallin - Treasurer for School District of Newman Grove Public Schools, Cancel General Fund check no. 12252884 in the amount of $40.00 to Jackson Services - duplicate payment, Treasurer Receipts $26,531.62
	29. Motion to approve the Trouba Law Claim
	30. To approve all remaining claims
	31. Public Comments
	32. Motion to Adjourn to March 10th, 2026

