
April Board Meeting
Monday, April 15, 2024 7:00 PM

Kenesaw Public School Library 
110 N Fifth Avenue

Kenesaw, NE 68956-1563

Agenda

1. Opening the Meeting
1.A. Call to Order
1.B. Recite the Pledge of Allegiance
1.C. Nebraska Open Meetings Law 
1.D. Publication of Meeting - The Meeting was Legally Advertised in the Hastings 

Tribune on Wednesday, April 10, 2024.
1.E.Roll Call

2. Welcome Visitors and Public Comment
3. Reports

3.A. Comments from Principal Webben
3.B. Comments from Principal LeClaire
3.C. Comments from Superintendent Masters
3.D. Board Committees

3.D.1. Negotiations Committee - Tonya Jensen Chair
3.D.2. Board Policy Committee - Katheryn Schneider Chair

4. Consent Agenda
4.A. Approve Minutes from March 11, 2024 Regular Board Meeting
4.B. Approval of April Treasurer's Report
4.C. Approval of April Claims - Payroll: $326,145.26  Claims $103,023.00
4.D. Purchase True Mfg. Refrigerator for the Kitchen from Midwest Restaurant Supply 

for $6,160.
5. Action Items

5.A. Approve the Resignation of High School Principal Nicole LeClaire Effective at 
the End of her 2023-2024 Contract - Best Wishes to Mrs. LeClaire in her New Role 
as Superintendent of Bertrand Public Schools

5.B. Approve the Hiring of Brent Breckner as High School Principal Beginning with 
the 2024-2025 School Year 

5.C. Approve Principal Contracts for 2024-2025
5.D. Approve Superintendent Contract/Compensation for 2024-2025
5.E.Approve and Sign Teachers' Contracts for the 2024-2025 School Year
5.F.Review and Approve the Hiland Dairy Milk Bid for 2024-2025

6. Discussion Items
6.A. Annual Review of Technology Program - Christian Kroos
6.B. Review of Future Enrollment, Curriculum Offerings, and Master Class Schedules
6.C. Annual Review of Extra-Curriculuar Programs and Approval of Extra Duty 

Positions for 2024-2025
6.D. Annual Review of Facilities by Facilities and Transportation Committee
6.E.First Reading of Policy 6600 - Instruction - Special Education
6.F.Schedule Teacher Appreciation Breakfast



6.G. Review Board Policies 5102 thru 5204
7. May Master Board Calendar Items

7.A. Review and Update District Goals
7.B. Review and Approve Classified Compensation
7.C. Evaluation and Hiring of Classified Staff - Offering of Contracts to Classified 

Employees
7.D. Review Board Policies 5205 thru 5412
7.E.Review of Facilities Report and Summer Maintenance Projects
7.F.Annual Review of Hot Lunch Program
7.G. Annual Review of Transportation
7.H. American Civics Committee Meeting
7.I. Review of Student Attendance Policy 5008
7.J. Review Board Policies 5205 thru 5412

8. Executive Session
9. Adjourn
10. Next Meeting -  May 13, 2024 at 7:00 pm   -   Financial review with Kimle, Uden, 

Sidders at 6:30 pm.

 



Principal’s Monthly Report for School Board
Elementary Principal - Don Webben

April 15, 2024

Updates & Upcoming Events

Wax Museum
On March 13th the 4th grade class presented their wax museum projects in the new
gym commons area. They did an amazing job presenting their celebrity/historical
figure. I have to give Mrs. Hoffmann recognition for heading that all up and
coming up with such an awesome project that really benefited students.

Children's author
On March 19th we had a children's author named Laura Overby come and read her
books to the Pk-3rd elementary students. She is a guidance counselor in the
Omaha area and has written books about emotions and how to deal with different
emotions. Then she also had a lesson that went along with her books.

NSCAS/MAP testing
NSCAS testing for 3rd-6th grades is going on this week. Kindergarten through
second grade decorated the 3rd-6th grade lockers to help pump them up to do their
best. Teachers have been working diligently reviewing strands that students are
low achieving in and talking about goals and test taking strategies.

Preschool roundup tonight
We had our preschool roundup tonight. We are anticipating 10 in the 3 year old
half day preschool and 18 in the full day 4 year old room.

Elementary field day/ barnyard day.
Elementary field day will be May 1st. We will be including barnyard day for the
first hour this year and rotating the students through the animals. Field day events
will start at 9:30 and we will be having a picnic out on the football field for all the
elementary students and any parents that would like to attend. Preschool will also
be participating in field day this year as well.



Principal’s Monthly Report for School Board
Elementary Principal - Don Webben

April 15, 2024

TIP plan day
On April 3rd myself, Rick, our SPED teachers and TITLE went to ESU 9 and
worked on our TIP (targeted improvement plan) plan. This is a process through
SPED and NDE where we determine goals for operations within our building. We
will submit this plan once we have finished MAP and NSCAS testing as we have
to put in our spring assessment results. This report is due MAY 1st in the NDE
portal.



Principal’s Monthly Report for School Board
Secondary Principal - Nicole J. LeClaire

April 15, 2024

Testing
● Pre-ACT Testing is complete.
● NSCAS/MAPs April 29 - May 1
● ACT Scores are in. I will cover at May meeting.

Evaluations
● Certified Staff Evaluations Complete. End of Year Conferences in Progress.
● Classified Staff Complete.

Prom Details
● May 4th
● Promenade will begin at 6:00 pm with students arriving starting at 5:00 pm.

○ Valets will park cars and deliver any bags to the holding area.
○ Students are not permitted to bring any bags, purses or overgarments to the

Promenade event and dance.
● Parents/Community members may do a “Sneak Peak” of the Small Gym from 4:30-5:00

pm
○ Parents/Community members will not be permitted access to areas of the building

including the small gym where the dance will take place after 5:00 pm.
● Presentations will begin at 6:00 pm with the Junior Class and their dates; Seniors; and

finally, the Court candidates.
● The Court will be presented at the end of the Promenade presentations. King & Queen

will be crowned in the New Gym, then stay for pictures.
● As the court and royalty are taking pictures, the rest of the students will move towards the

small gym.

Upcoming Events
● Seniors Last Day - Tuesday, May 7th
● District Track - No School - Wednesday, May 8th
● Community Clean Up - Thursday, May 9th
● Graduation Rehearsal - Thursday, May 9th
● Graduation - Saturday, May 11th



Superintendent’s Comments - April 2024     

Hamburger Cookout - 
Our next hamburger cookout for students will be on Friday, April 19th.  If the weather cooperates, we will plan 
on feeding the students outside near the football concession stand.  Board members that are able are welcome 
to attend.  We would love to be able to provide you with a free lunch!

Kenesaw Staffing Review - 
Alan Peshek, our new custodian for the elementary, has been doing an outstanding job.  I feel very fortunate to 
have Alan as a member of our staff.

I will be looking to hire two kitchen assistants for 2024-2025.  I will  be advertising these positions soon.

I would like to thank Jill Kimle for her service as cheerleading sponsor.  Jill has submitted her resignation for 
this position.  Kimberly Spencer and Alisha Hellner will be taking on this role for 2024-2025.

Kitchen Floor & FCS classroom - 
I will get some bids for replacing the kitchen floor and updating the FCS classroom for the board to review and 
consider.

Safety Grant Proposal - 
I have not heard anything regarding the safety grant application that I submitted.  I should find out something 
soon regarding our proposal.  The COPS safety grant has not yet come out and I plan to write for this grant 
opportunity as well.
 

Kenesaw Public Schools Miscellaneous Items Sale - 
I still need to get this organized.  We do have some items that need to be sold or discarded so that room is 
available in the bus barn.

NCSA Free Webinar Series with Perry Law Firm -  

May 15, 2024 - 10 am

Reminder
6:30 pm - Financial Statement Review -  April 15, 2024 - Legg, Sidders, Hansen
7:00 pm - April 15, 2024 - Monday -  Regular Board Meeting   

Next Board Meeting -  Monday, May 13, 2024 -  Regular Board Meeting -  - 7 pm 
Financial Statement Review -  6:30 pm  - Kimle, Uden, Schneider



































































































































































Kenesaw Public Schools
Projected Class Sizes for 2023-2025

Grade Level Boys Girls Total Students
PK-3 9
PK-4 9 9 18
Kindergarten 7 5 12
First Grade 6 4 10
Second Grade 8 4 12
Third Grade 9 9 18
Fourth Grade 8 13 21
Fifth Grade 9 12 21
Sixth Grade 7 12 19
Seventh Grade 10 5 15
Eighth Grade 9 9 18
Ninth Grade 11 14 25
Tenth Grade 9 12 21
Eleventh Grade 9 10 19
Twelfth Grade 8 12 20

TOTALS 119 130 258

22-23 283
21-22 272
20-21 255
19-20 263
18-19 276
17-18 271
16-17 280
15-16 293





Kenesaw Public Schools

TO: Kenesaw Public School Teachers
FROM: Rick Masters
DATE: April 12, 2024
RE: Coaching and Activity Assignments 2024-2025

ACTIVITY HD COACH/SPONSOR ASST COACH JH COACH
Football Craig Schnitzler Chuck Roe Red Johnson

Red Johnson Chuck Roe
Christian Kroos

Cross Country Jace Morgan Christian Kroos?

Volleyball Levi Gorsuch Sarah Mack Jamie Lay
Alyssa Hartman Heather Breight

Wrestling Red Johnson Ryan Prescott Red Johnson

Girls Wrestling Consider a Girls Coach

B. Basketball Jack Einrem Christian Kroos Christian Kroos
Devon Burr

G. Basketball Jace Morgan Sarah Mack Christian Kroos
Trevor Burr

Boys Track Christian Kroos Craig Schnitzler Craig Schnitzler
Chuck Roe Christian Kroos

Girls Track Christian Kroos Sarah Mack Chuck Roe

Music V & I Sarah Nielsen

FBLA Molly Engelhardt

**FFA Siera Meyer

NHS Kristen Benton

Student Council Kristen Benton



Speech Alyssa Hartman

Quiz Bowl Bethany Gerdes B. Gerdes

Skills USA Dusty Perry

Drama/One Act Alyssa Hartman

K Club All Coaches

Dance Squad Angie Keiser

Cheerleaders Kimberly Spencer & Alisha Hellner

AD Craig Schnitzler

Concession Stand Mary Gerloff

7th Grade Madison Junker

8th Grade Johnna Burr

9th Grade Jack Einrem

10th Grade Molly Engelhardt

11th Grade Kylie Koehler/Siera Meyer

12th Grade Chuck Roe

SAT Elementary Morgan Cline

SAT Secondary Heather Breight

STRIV TV Molly Engelhardt

Media Advisor Kylie Kubicka

Journalism/Yearbook Kylie Kubicka

Educators Rising Johnna Burr

SPED Coordinator Tessa Keuhn
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Instruction

Special Education

[Name] Public Schools adopts this special education policy with the intent that the policy 
maintains the District’s compliance with all applicable laws affecting special education services 
and programs. The Superintendent or designees shall develop regulations or procedures to 
implement these policies. Employees and contractors of the District are expected to comply with 
these policies and all regulations, guidelines and procedures related to this policy in all respects.

The District will abide by all state and federal laws relating to special education. The District’s 
special education policy and regulations, guidelines and procedures related to this policy are to be 
interpreted so as to be in compliance with such laws.  In the event of changes in law, the school 
administration shall be authorized to implement modifications of practice to comply with such 
changes (whether the changes impose more or less stringent procedural or substantive 
requirements) until such time as amended policies are adopted by the Board of Education.  
References herein to 92 NAC 51 citations are made to Rule 51 as in effect on the date of the 
adoption of these policies. In the event of renumbering or other revisions to Rule 51, the policy 
shall be interpreted and implemented consistent with such renumbering or revisions.

1. Free Appropriate Public Education 
A free appropriate public education shall be made available to all children with disabilities residing 
in the District, including children with disabilities who have been suspended or expelled, from date 
of verification through the school year in which the child is no longer eligible or the student reaches 
twenty-one (21) years of age, whichever occurs earlier.  An Individualized Education Plan (“IEP”) 
will be created for each such child that will enable the student to make progress appropriate in 
light of the student’s unique circumstances.

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-004.01 through 004.03A and 007.07C2 through 
007.07C6

2. Full Educational Opportunity Goal
The District shall take steps to ensure that its children with verified disabilities, through the age of 
twenty-one, have available to them the variety of educational programs and services available to 
children without disabilities in the areas served by the District, including art, music, industrial arts, 
family consumer science education, and vocational education.

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-004.11A

3. Child Find
All children from birth to age twenty-one (21) with disabilities residing in the District, 

including children with disabilities who are homeless or are wards of the state or attending 
nonpublic schools, regardless of the severity of their disabilities, who are in need of special 
education and related services, will be identified, located and evaluated.  A practical method shall 
be developed and implemented by the administration to determine which children with disabilities 
are currently receiving needed special education and related services. The District will implement 
multiple methods to provide parents, guardians, and community members with information 
regarding how to refer a child for an evaluation and the identification process and will publish an 
annual notice of any significant activity that is designed to identify, locate, or evaluate children to 
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publicly notify parents, guardians, or appointed surrogates.  The District’s child find process will 
be consistent with Federal and Nebraska regulations. Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-006.01 
through 006.01A2

4. Pre-Referral Interventions
For a school age student, a general education student assistance team (SAT) or a comparable 
problem solving team shall be used prior to referral for multidisciplinary team evaluation. The 
SAT or comparable problem solving team shall utilize and document problem solving and 
intervention strategies to assist the teacher in the provision of general education. If the student 
assistance team or comparable problem solving team feels that all viable alternatives have been 
explored, a referral for multidisciplinary evaluation shall be completed. A referral shall include 
information from the SAT or comparable problem solving team, meeting the requirements of 92 
NAC 51-006.01B and a listing of the members of the SAT or comparable problem solving team. 

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-006.01B

5. Disability Verification and Eligibility
Eligibility for services will be determined by a multidisciplinary team based on the results of a 
comprehensive evaluation.  The multidisciplinary team will identify whether a child is eligible for 
special education services based on the disability categories identified by Nebraska and Federal 
regulations.  The multidisciplinary team will rule out the determinant factor is due to a lack of 
appropriate instruction in reading or math or due to lack of English proficiency.  The team will 
prepare a written report documenting all evaluation findings in accordance with Federal and 
Nebraska requirements that will be provided to the parent, guardian, or appointed surrogate.  When 
a child is not eligible for services, the multidisciplinary team will determine if general education 
interventions or strategies are needed.

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-006.03; 92 NAC 51-006.04B through 006.04N; 

6. Individualized Education Program (IEP)
An individualized education program, or an individualized family service plan, is to be developed, 
reviewed, and revised for each child with a disability in accordance with 92 NAC 51-007 by teams 
that will include all roles identified within Federal and Nebraska rules.  Any draft of an IEP that is 
developed will not be considered final until it is reviewed and revised based on the team, including 
the parent, guardian, or appointed surrogate, input, and consensus.  The district will make 
reasonable efforts to obtain informed consent from the parent, guardian, or appointed surrogate for 
special education placement on the IEP form before services are initiated.  Revocation of consent 
for services must be documented by the parent, guardian, or appointed surrogate in writing.

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-007

7. Least Restrictive Environment
To the maximum extent appropriate, children with disabilities, through the age of twenty-one, 
including children in public or private institutions or other care facilities, are to be educated with 
children who are not disabled.  Placement for a student with a disability will be based upon a 
completed IEP developed by a group of persons, including the parent, guardian, or appointed 
surrogate, knowledgeable about the child, the meaning of the evaluation data, and the placement 
options.  Special classes, separate schooling, or other removal of children with disabilities from 
the regular educational environment will occur only when the nature or severity of the disability 
of a child is such that education in regular classes with the use of supplementary aids and services 
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cannot be achieved satisfactorily (the “Least Restrictive Environment Rules”).  The District will 
ensure that a continuum of alternative placements is available to meet the needs of children with 
disabilities, particularly those in disproportionate groups, for special education and related 
services. 

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-008.01

8. Procedural Safeguards
Children with disabilities and their parents, guardians, or appointed surrogates shall be afforded 
the required procedural safeguards.  Parents, guardians, and appointed surrogates will be given a 
copy of their procedural safeguards annually or upon initial referral or parental (parent, guardian, 
or appointed surrogate) request for evaluation; upon request by a parent, guardian, or appointed 
surrogate; upon receipt by the school district or approved cooperative of the first occurrence of the 
filing of a complaint under 92 NAC 51-009.11 and the first occurrence of filing a special education 
due process case under 92 NAC 55; and in accordance with the discipline procedures in 92 NAC 
51-016.

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-009.01 through 009.07; 009.10 through 009.12; 009.14, 
006.07

 
9. Disciplinary Removal of Children with Disabilities
School personnel may remove a child with a disability who violates a code of student conduct 
from his or her current placement to an appropriate interim alternative educational setting, another 
setting, or suspension as long as those removals do not constitute a change of placement.  The 
District defines a change of placement as it is defined under 92 NAC 51-016. The school district 
will ensure that school personnel appropriately consider unique circumstances on a case-by-case 
basis when determining whether a change in placement has occurred.  Within 10 school days of 
any decision to change the placement of a child with a disability because of a violation of a code 
of student conduct, the school district, the parent, and relevant members of the student’s IEP shall 
conduct a manifestation determination pursuant to 92 NAC 51-016.  If the conduct which gave 
rise to the violation of the school code is determined to be a manifestation of the student’s 
disability, any change of placement for the student will only be made by a student’s IEP team.  For 
disciplinary changes in placement that would exceed ten (10) consecutive school days, if the 
behavior that gave rise to the violation of the school code is determined not to be a manifestation 
of the child’s disability, school personnel may apply the relevant disciplinary procedures to 
children with disabilities in the same manner and for the same duration as the procedures that 
would be applied to children without disabilities.   

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-016

10. Evaluation, Identification, and Reevaluation Procedures
Children with disabilities shall be evaluated, identified, and reevaluated by a team of 
multidisciplinary qualified professionals in accordance with 92 NAC 51-006.  The MDT of a child 
suspected of having a specific learning disability shall include the additional requirements in 
accordance with 92 NAC 51-006.04K.  The District will make reasonable efforts to obtain written 
permission for evaluation in accordance with Federal and Nebraska rules.  Revocation for consent 
for evaluation must be documented by the parent, guardian, or appointed surrogate in writing.

The documented results of the evaluation will be provided to parent, guardian, or appointed 
surrogate and included in student files.  All evaluation components will be at district expense.  The 
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District will utilize a variety of assessment instruments to ensure district teams have access to 
appropriate measures to complete evaluations.  The district will follow any publisher guidelines 
for assessments and will not use outdated or culturally inappropriate tools.  

The District will respond to a request for an Independent Educational Evaluation without 
unnecessary delay.  The parent, guardian, or appointed surrogate will be given written notice of 
the District’s decision to either move forward with the Independent Educational Evaluation or to 
initiate a hearing to determine the appropriateness of the evaluation.  If the District agrees to move 
forward with the evaluation, locations of any evaluator shall be within a reasonable distance of the 
District. A reasonable distance means within 100 miles of the school building the child attends and 
within Nebraska. In the event this geographic area restriction would prevent a parent, guardian, or 
appointed surrogate from obtaining an Independent Educational Evaluation, the location of the 
evaluator may be outside the specified geographic area but must be within Nebraska.  The District 
will provide the parent, guardian, or appointed surrogate with a list of qualified agencies/evaluators 
within the geographic area. The evaluators are to have their rates approved by the Nebraska 
Department of Education to be authorized to conduct the evaluation. 

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-006

11. Confidentiality of Personally Identifiable Information
A system of safeguards will be implemented to protect the confidentiality of student records and 
information in accordance with law. 

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-003.16, 003.20, 009.03 through 009.03M3

12. Transition of Students
Beginning not later than the first IEP to be in effect when a student turns 14, or younger if deemed 
appropriate by the IEP team, and updated annually thereafter, the District will ensure that the 
student’s IEP includes appropriate measurable postsecondary goals based upon age appropriate 
transition assessments related to training, education, employment, and, where appropriate, 
independent living skills; and transition services (including courses of study) needed to assist the 
child in reaching those goals.  If any participating agency (other than the District) fails to provide 
the transition services described in the IEP, then the District shall reconvene the IEP Team to 
identify alternative strategies to meet the transition objectives for the child set out in the IEP.

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-007.07A9

12.13. Transition of Children from Part C to Preschool Programs
Children participating in early intervention programs under Part C of the IDEA (early intervention 
services) will be appropriately evaluated, identified, and have services under Part B of the IDEA 
by age 3 in a manner consistent with 92 NAC 52-008.  Children receiving early intervention 
services under Part C of the IDEA may continue to receive Part C services, upon parental consent, 
until the August 31st following the child’s third birthday.  The District will participate in transition 
planning conferences arranged by the designated lead agency.  

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 52-008

13.14. Children in Nonpublic Schools
To the extent consistent with the number and location of children with disabilities in the District 
who are enrolled by their parents, guardians, or appointed surrogates in nonpublic elementary and 
secondary schools in the District, provision will be made for the participation of those children in 
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the programs assisted or carried out under Part B of the IDEA (services for school-aged children) 
by providing them with special education and related services.  

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-012.08 and 015

14.15. Personnel Standards and Personnel Development
Personnel providing special education or related services to children with disabilities shall be 
appropriately and adequately prepared and trained in accordance with IDEA requirements and the 
District will take measurable steps to recruit, hire, train and retain personnel meeting the 
requirements of IDEA to provide such services. 

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-010

15.16. Accessibility of IEP and Responsibility to Implement
A child’s IEP shall be accessible to each regular education teacher, special education teacher, 
related service provider, and other service provider who is responsible for the IEP’s 
implementation.  Each of the aforementioned providers shall be informed of his or her specific 
responsibilities related to implementing the child’s IEP, and the specific accommodations, 
modifications, and supports that must be provided for the child in accordance with the IEP.  All 
providers who are responsible for the implementation of a child’s IEP are expected to implement 
the child’s IEP according to its terms.

16.17. Participation in and Reporting of State and District Wide Assessments
All children with disabilities shall be included in all general state and district wide assessment 
programs, including assessments described under section 612(a)(16)(A) of the IDEA with 
appropriate accommodations and alternate assessments where necessary and as indicated in their 
respective individualized education programs.  The District will make available to the Nebraska 
Department of Education the information necessary to carry out its duties relating to the reporting 
of children with disabilities participation in assessments.

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-004.05 

17.18. Suspension and Expulsion Rates
The District will examine data, including data disaggregated by race/ethnicity, gender, LEP status, 
and disability category, to determine if significant discrepancies are occurring in the rate of long-
term suspensions and expulsions of children with disabilities.  

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-004.06E

18.19. Access to Instructional Materials
As part of any printed instructional materials adoption process, procurement contract, or other 
practice or instrument used for purchase of printed instructional materials, the District will enter 
into a written contract with the publisher of the printed instructional materials to:

A. Require the publisher to prepare and, on or before delivery of the print instructional 
materials, provide to the National Instructional Material Access Center, electronic files 
containing the contents of the printed instructional materials using the National 
Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard, or

B. Purchase instructional materials from the publisher that are produced in, or may be 
rendered in specialized formats.  
Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-004.15
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19.20. Over-Identification and Disproportionality
Procedures shall be in place to ensure that testing and evaluation materials and procedures utilized 
for the evaluation and placement of children with disabilities will be selected and administered so 
as not to be racially or culturally discriminatory.  Such materials or procedures shall be provided 
and administered in the child’s native language or mode of communication, unless it is clearly not 
feasible to do so, and no single procedure shall be the sole criterion for determining an appropriate 
educational program for a child. All District special education provisions will be equitably 
available to all children regardless of race, ethnicity, language, location, transience, income level, 
and access to medical care.

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-006.02C

20.21. Prohibition on Mandatory Medication
Children shall not be required to obtain a prescription for a controlled substance as a condition of 
attending school, receiving an evaluation to determine whether a child has a disability or the nature 
and extent of special education and related services the child needs, or receiving special education 
services.  

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-004.11D; 21 U.S.C. §812(c)

21.22. Transportation
Transportation will be provided for children with disabilities who are eligible for transportation 
and residents of the school district as required by law to access academic, related services, and 
nonacademic services and activities as determined by the child’s IEP.  Except when a parent is 
transporting only his or her child, the District shall require that the driver and vehicle meet the 
standards required by 92 NAC 91 and 92.

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-014.01 through 014.02

22.23. Surrogates
A surrogate will be appointed, and other action taken to ensure the rights of children with a 
disability as required by law.  The surrogate may represent the child in all matters related to the 
identification, evaluation, and educational placement of a child and the provision of a free 
appropriate public education to the child.

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-009.10

23.24. Early Intervention Services – Consent
When a parent refuses to provide consent under 92 NAC 52, a meeting will be held or offered to 
explain to the parents how their failure to consent affects the ability of their child to receive 
services under 92 NAC 52.

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 52
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Legal Reference: 34 CFR Parts 300, 303 and 304 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Sec. 79-1110 to 79-1167
92 NAC 51, 52 and 55

Date of Adoption:  [Insert Date] 



Article 6 SPECIAL EDUCATION Policy 6600

Page 1 of  7

Instruction

Special Education

[Name] Public Schools adopts this special education policy with the intent that the policy 
maintains the District’s compliance with all applicable laws affecting special education services 
and programs. The Superintendent or designees shall develop regulations or procedures to 
implement these policies. Employees and contractors of the District are expected to comply with 
these policies and all regulations, guidelines and procedures related to this policy in all respects.

The District will abide by all state and federal laws relating to special education. The District’s 
special education policy and regulations, guidelines and procedures related to this policy are to be 
interpreted so as to be in compliance with such laws.  In the event of changes in law, the school 
administration shall be authorized to implement modifications of practice to comply with such 
changes (whether the changes impose more or less stringent procedural or substantive 
requirements) until such time as amended policies are adopted by the Board of Education.  
References herein to 92 NAC 51 citations are made to Rule 51 as in effect on the date of the 
adoption of these policies. In the event of renumbering or other revisions to Rule 51, the policy 
shall be interpreted and implemented consistent with such renumbering or revisions.

1. Free Appropriate Public Education 
A free appropriate public education shall be made available to all children with disabilities residing 
in the District, including children with disabilities who have been suspended or expelled, from date 
of verification through the school year in which the child is no longer eligible or the student reaches 
twenty-one (21) years of age, whichever occurs earlier.  An Individualized Education Plan (“IEP”) 
will be created for each such child that will enable the student to make progress appropriate in 
light of the student’s unique circumstances.

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-004.01 through 004.03A and 007.07C2 through 
007.07C6

2. Full Educational Opportunity Goal
The District shall take steps to ensure that its children with verified disabilities, through the age of 
twenty-one, have available to them the variety of educational programs and services available to 
children without disabilities in the areas served by the District, including art, music, industrial arts, 
family consumer science education, and vocational education.

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-004.11A

3. Child Find
All children from birth to age twenty-one (21) with disabilities residing in the District, 

including children with disabilities who are homeless or are wards of the state or attending 
nonpublic schools, regardless of the severity of their disabilities, who are in need of special 
education and related services, will be identified, located and evaluated.  A practical method shall 
be developed and implemented by the administration to determine which children with disabilities 
are currently receiving needed special education and related services. The District will implement 
multiple methods to provide parents, guardians, and community members with information 
regarding how to refer a child for an evaluation and the identification process and will publish an 
annual notice of any significant activity that is designed to identify, locate, or evaluate children to 
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publicly notify parents, guardians, or appointed surrogates.  The District’s child find process will 
be consistent with Federal and Nebraska regulations. Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-006.01 
through 006.01A2

4. Pre-Referral Interventions
For a school age student, a general education student assistance team (SAT) or a comparable 
problem solving team shall be used prior to referral for multidisciplinary team evaluation. The 
SAT or comparable problem solving team shall utilize and document problem solving and 
intervention strategies to assist the teacher in the provision of general education. If the student 
assistance team or comparable problem solving team feels that all viable alternatives have been 
explored, a referral for multidisciplinary evaluation shall be completed. A referral shall include 
information from the SAT or comparable problem solving team, meeting the requirements of 92 
NAC 51-006.01B and a listing of the members of the SAT or comparable problem solving team. 

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-006.01B

5. Disability Verification and Eligibility
Eligibility for services will be determined by a multidisciplinary team based on the results of a 
comprehensive evaluation.  The multidisciplinary team will identify whether a child is eligible for 
special education services based on the disability categories identified by Nebraska and Federal 
regulations.  The multidisciplinary team will rule out the determinant factor is due to a lack of 
appropriate instruction in reading or math or due to lack of English proficiency.  The team will 
prepare a written report documenting all evaluation findings in accordance with Federal and 
Nebraska requirements that will be provided to the parent, guardian, or appointed surrogate.  When 
a child is not eligible for services, the multidisciplinary team will determine if general education 
interventions or strategies are needed.

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-006.03; 92 NAC 51-006.04B through 006.04N; 

6. Individualized Education Program (IEP)
An individualized education program, or an individualized family service plan, is to be developed, 
reviewed, and revised for each child with a disability in accordance with 92 NAC 51-007 by teams 
that will include all roles identified within Federal and Nebraska rules.  Any draft of an IEP that is 
developed will not be considered final until it is reviewed and revised based on the team, including 
the parent, guardian, or appointed surrogate, input, and consensus.  The district will make 
reasonable efforts to obtain informed consent from the parent, guardian, or appointed surrogate for 
special education placement on the IEP form before services are initiated.  Revocation of consent 
for services must be documented by the parent, guardian, or appointed surrogate in writing.

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-007

7. Least Restrictive Environment
To the maximum extent appropriate, children with disabilities, through the age of twenty-one, 
including children in public or private institutions or other care facilities, are to be educated with 
children who are not disabled.  Placement for a student with a disability will be based upon a 
completed IEP developed by a group of persons, including the parent, guardian, or appointed 
surrogate, knowledgeable about the child, the meaning of the evaluation data, and the placement 
options.  Special classes, separate schooling, or other removal of children with disabilities from 
the regular educational environment will occur only when the nature or severity of the disability 
of a child is such that education in regular classes with the use of supplementary aids and services 
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cannot be achieved satisfactorily (the “Least Restrictive Environment Rules”).  The District will 
ensure that a continuum of alternative placements is available to meet the needs of children with 
disabilities, particularly those in disproportionate groups, for special education and related 
services. 

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-008.01

8. Procedural Safeguards
Children with disabilities and their parents, guardians, or appointed surrogates shall be afforded 
the required procedural safeguards.  Parents, guardians, and appointed surrogates will be given a 
copy of their procedural safeguards annually or upon initial referral or parental (parent, guardian, 
or appointed surrogate) request for evaluation; upon request by a parent, guardian, or appointed 
surrogate; upon receipt by the school district or approved cooperative of the first occurrence of the 
filing of a complaint under 92 NAC 51-009.11 and the first occurrence of filing a special education 
due process case under 92 NAC 55; and in accordance with the discipline procedures in 92 NAC 
51-016.

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-009.01 through 009.07; 009.10 through 009.12; 009.14, 
006.07

 
9. Disciplinary Removal of Children with Disabilities
School personnel may remove a child with a disability who violates a code of student conduct 
from his or her current placement to an appropriate interim alternative educational setting, another 
setting, or suspension as long as those removals do not constitute a change of placement.  The 
District defines a change of placement as it is defined under 92 NAC 51-016. The school district 
will ensure that school personnel appropriately consider unique circumstances on a case-by-case 
basis when determining whether a change in placement has occurred.  Within 10 school days of 
any decision to change the placement of a child with a disability because of a violation of a code 
of student conduct, the school district, the parent, and relevant members of the student’s IEP shall 
conduct a manifestation determination pursuant to 92 NAC 51-016.  If the conduct which gave 
rise to the violation of the school code is determined to be a manifestation of the student’s 
disability, any change of placement for the student will only be made by a student’s IEP team.  For 
disciplinary changes in placement that would exceed ten (10) consecutive school days, if the 
behavior that gave rise to the violation of the school code is determined not to be a manifestation 
of the child’s disability, school personnel may apply the relevant disciplinary procedures to 
children with disabilities in the same manner and for the same duration as the procedures that 
would be applied to children without disabilities.   

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-016

10. Evaluation, Identification, and Reevaluation Procedures
Children with disabilities shall be evaluated, identified, and reevaluated by a team of 
multidisciplinary qualified professionals in accordance with 92 NAC 51-006.  The MDT of a child 
suspected of having a specific learning disability shall include the additional requirements in 
accordance with 92 NAC 51-006.04K.  The District will make reasonable efforts to obtain written 
permission for evaluation in accordance with Federal and Nebraska rules.  Revocation for consent 
for evaluation must be documented by the parent, guardian, or appointed surrogate in writing.

The documented results of the evaluation will be provided to parent, guardian, or appointed 
surrogate and included in student files.  All evaluation components will be at district expense.  The 



Article 6 SPECIAL EDUCATION Policy 6600

Page 4 of  7

District will utilize a variety of assessment instruments to ensure district teams have access to 
appropriate measures to complete evaluations.  The district will follow any publisher guidelines 
for assessments and will not use outdated or culturally inappropriate tools.  

The District will respond to a request for an Independent Educational Evaluation without 
unnecessary delay.  The parent, guardian, or appointed surrogate will be given written notice of 
the District’s decision to either move forward with the Independent Educational Evaluation or to 
initiate a hearing to determine the appropriateness of the evaluation.  If the District agrees to move 
forward with the evaluation, locations of any evaluator shall be within a reasonable distance of the 
District. A reasonable distance means within 100 miles of the school building the child attends and 
within Nebraska. In the event this geographic area restriction would prevent a parent, guardian, or 
appointed surrogate from obtaining an Independent Educational Evaluation, the location of the 
evaluator may be outside the specified geographic area but must be within Nebraska.  The District 
will provide the parent, guardian, or appointed surrogate with a list of qualified agencies/evaluators 
within the geographic area. The evaluators are to have their rates approved by the Nebraska 
Department of Education to be authorized to conduct the evaluation. 

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-006

11. Confidentiality of Personally Identifiable Information
A system of safeguards will be implemented to protect the confidentiality of student records and 
information in accordance with law. 

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-003.16, 003.20, 009.03 through 009.03M3

12. Transition of Students
Beginning not later than the first IEP to be in effect when a student turns 14, or younger if deemed 
appropriate by the IEP team, and updated annually thereafter, the District will ensure that the 
student’s IEP includes appropriate measurable postsecondary goals based upon age appropriate 
transition assessments related to training, education, employment, and, where appropriate, 
independent living skills; and transition services (including courses of study) needed to assist the 
child in reaching those goals.  If any participating agency (other than the District) fails to provide 
the transition services described in the IEP, then the District shall reconvene the IEP Team to 
identify alternative strategies to meet the transition objectives for the child set out in the IEP.

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-007.07A9

13. Transition of Children from Part C to Preschool Programs
Children participating in early intervention programs under Part C of the IDEA (early intervention 
services) will be appropriately evaluated, identified, and have services under Part B of the IDEA 
by age 3 in a manner consistent with 92 NAC 52-008.  Children receiving early intervention 
services under Part C of the IDEA may continue to receive Part C services, upon parental consent, 
until the August 31st following the child’s third birthday.  The District will participate in transition 
planning conferences arranged by the designated lead agency.  

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 52-008

14. Children in Nonpublic Schools
To the extent consistent with the number and location of children with disabilities in the District 
who are enrolled by their parents, guardians, or appointed surrogates in nonpublic elementary and 
secondary schools in the District, provision will be made for the participation of those children in 
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the programs assisted or carried out under Part B of the IDEA (services for school-aged children) 
by providing them with special education and related services.  

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-012.08 and 015

15. Personnel Standards and Personnel Development
Personnel providing special education or related services to children with disabilities shall be 
appropriately and adequately prepared and trained in accordance with IDEA requirements and the 
District will take measurable steps to recruit, hire, train and retain personnel meeting the 
requirements of IDEA to provide such services. 

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-010

16. Accessibility of IEP and Responsibility to Implement
A child’s IEP shall be accessible to each regular education teacher, special education teacher, 
related service provider, and other service provider who is responsible for the IEP’s 
implementation.  Each of the aforementioned providers shall be informed of his or her specific 
responsibilities related to implementing the child’s IEP, and the specific accommodations, 
modifications, and supports that must be provided for the child in accordance with the IEP.  All 
providers who are responsible for the implementation of a child’s IEP are expected to implement 
the child’s IEP according to its terms.

17. Participation in and Reporting of State and District Wide Assessments
All children with disabilities shall be included in all general state and district wide assessment 
programs, including assessments described under section 612(a)(16)(A) of the IDEA with 
appropriate accommodations and alternate assessments where necessary and as indicated in their 
respective individualized education programs.  The District will make available to the Nebraska 
Department of Education the information necessary to carry out its duties relating to the reporting 
of children with disabilities participation in assessments.

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-004.05 

18. Suspension and Expulsion Rates
The District will examine data, including data disaggregated by race/ethnicity, gender, LEP status, 
and disability category, to determine if significant discrepancies are occurring in the rate of long-
term suspensions and expulsions of children with disabilities.  

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-004.06E

19. Access to Instructional Materials
As part of any printed instructional materials adoption process, procurement contract, or other 
practice or instrument used for purchase of printed instructional materials, the District will enter 
into a written contract with the publisher of the printed instructional materials to:

A. Require the publisher to prepare and, on or before delivery of the print instructional 
materials, provide to the National Instructional Material Access Center, electronic files 
containing the contents of the printed instructional materials using the National 
Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard, or

B. Purchase instructional materials from the publisher that are produced in, or may be 
rendered in specialized formats.  
Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-004.15
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20. Over-Identification and Disproportionality
Procedures shall be in place to ensure that testing and evaluation materials and procedures utilized 
for the evaluation and placement of children with disabilities will be selected and administered so 
as not to be racially or culturally discriminatory.  Such materials or procedures shall be provided 
and administered in the child’s native language or mode of communication, unless it is clearly not 
feasible to do so, and no single procedure shall be the sole criterion for determining an appropriate 
educational program for a child. All District special education provisions will be equitably 
available to all children regardless of race, ethnicity, language, location, transience, income level, 
and access to medical care.

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-006.02C

21. Prohibition on Mandatory Medication
Children shall not be required to obtain a prescription for a controlled substance as a condition of 
attending school, receiving an evaluation to determine whether a child has a disability or the nature 
and extent of special education and related services the child needs, or receiving special education 
services.  

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-004.11D; 21 U.S.C. §812(c)

22. Transportation
Transportation will be provided for children with disabilities who are eligible for transportation 
and residents of the school district as required by law to access academic, related services, and 
nonacademic services and activities as determined by the child’s IEP.  Except when a parent is 
transporting only his or her child, the District shall require that the driver and vehicle meet the 
standards required by 92 NAC 91 and 92.

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-014.01 through 014.02

23. Surrogates
A surrogate will be appointed, and other action taken to ensure the rights of children with a 
disability as required by law.  The surrogate may represent the child in all matters related to the 
identification, evaluation, and educational placement of a child and the provision of a free 
appropriate public education to the child.

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 51-009.10

24. Early Intervention Services – Consent
When a parent refuses to provide consent under 92 NAC 52, a meeting will be held or offered to 
explain to the parents how their failure to consent affects the ability of their child to receive 
services under 92 NAC 52.

Legal Reference: 92 NAC 52
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Legal Reference: 34 CFR Parts 300, 303 and 304 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Sec. 79-1110 to 79-1167
92 NAC 51, 52 and 55

Date of Adoption:  [Insert Date] 
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