
Tuesday, January 27, 2026
Kingsport City Schools Board of Education Work Session (Immediately Following 

Special Called Meeting) - 6:00 PM

Administrative Support Center, Tennessee Room (3rd Floor)
400 Clinchfield Street
Kingsport, TN 37660 Phone:  (423) 378-2102

1. CALL TO ORDER 
2. SPECIAL PRESENTATION 

2.1. School Board Appreciation Week Presentation (Dr. Andy True)
3. REPORTS  

3.1. Early Childhood Programs Report (Dr. Janice Irvin)
3.2. Kingsport City Schools Annual Report (Dr. Andy True/Ms. Marybeth Kench)
3.3. Policy Report (Dr. Andy True)
3.4. BOE Committee Reports (Dr. Brandon Fletcher)
3.5. Superintendent Report (Dr. Chris Hampton)

4. ADJOURNMENT 



KINGSPORT BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 

For:  Initial Review 

January 27, 2026 - Board of Education Work Session 
 

 
Policies considered for adoption on 1st Reading 
 

REVISED POLICY – 1st Reading 

1.901 – Charter School Applications 

The State Board of Education approved a change to the regulation on charter school applications at 

its November 2025 meeting. While this updated regulation does not go into effect until it is 

promulgated, likely next year, TSBA wanted to send out this information so that Boards are aware of 

it before any charter applications are received. This change adds a requirement that Boards provide 

charter sponsors with state and federal per pupil funding estimates, and it also includes a timeline for 

reporting board actions on applications. TSBA has updated our model policy to highlight those 

responsibilities.  

 

REVISED POLICY – 1st Reading 

4.605 – Graduation Requirements 

TSBA recommends distinguishing between the minimum credits required to graduate per state law 

and additional local credit requirements. State law only requires 22 credits to graduate. 

  

REVISED POLICY – 1st Reading 

6.200 – Attendance 

Per a change in State Board of Education Policy 4.100, school-sponsored activities are no longer 

counted as excused absences. A student absent for this reason is counted as present.  

 

REVISED POLICY – 1st Reading 

6.4081 – Safe Relocation of Students 

Previously, state law referred to “employees who are directly responsible for a student’s education” 

and their ability to physically relocate a student. Current state law only applies this to “teachers who 

are directly responsible for a student’s education or other employees who interact with students on a 

professional basis”.  TSBA recommends updating this policy to align with the current standard. 
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General 1 

This policy shall apply to sponsors and potential sponsors of charter schools. It shall not apply to 2 
charter schools converting from existing public schools. Proposals from existing charter school 3 
operators or replicators and applicants proposing to contract with educational service providers shall 4 

include the information required by state law.1   5 

APPLICATION PROCESS2 6 

A prospective charter school sponsor shall send the Superintendent of Schools notice of its intent sixty 7 
(60) days prior to February 1st of the year preceding the year in which the proposed charter school 8 

plans to begin operation as a charter school.  The Director of Schools/designee shall confirm receipt of 9 
the letter and provide the sponsor with current state and federal per pupil funding estimates within five 10 

(5) business days. 11 

A sponsor seeking board approval of an initial charter school application shall complete the forms 12 
developed by the State Board of Education in coordination with the Tennessee Public Charter School 13 

Commission (“the Commission”). The application shall provide all the information required by state 14 

law. The sponsor shall demonstrate that the proposed charter school meets the purpose prescribed by 15 
state law for the formation of a charter school, and the proposed charter school will be able to 16 
implement a viable program of quality education for its students. 17 

 

Electronic copies of applications shall be submitted to the Board and the Commission on or before 18 

11:59 p.m. Central Time on February 1st of the year preceding the year in which the proposed charter 19 

school plans to begin operation as a charter school. If the 1st of February falls on a Saturday, Sunday, 20 
or holiday on which the school district offices are closed, applications will be accepted on the next 21 

business day on or before 11:59 p.m. Late applications will not be accepted, without exception. The 22 
sponsor shall pay an application fee of $2,500.00. The Superintendent of Schools/designee shall report 23 
each completed initial application received to the Commission no later than ten (10) days after receipt.2  24 

 

The Board shall determine whether an application is complete within ten (10) business days of 25 

receiving the application and shall notify the sponsor within five (5) business days of the determination 26 
if the application is determined to be incomplete.3 27 
 

REVIEW TEAM1 28 

If necessary, the Superintendent of Schools/designee shall appoint a review team to assist in reviewing 29 
and evaluating charter school applications. The team shall be composed of members of the 30 
administrative staff for the district, community members, and a member of the Board with relevant 31 
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educational, organizational, financial, and legal experience. At the board meeting in December of each 1 
year, the Superintendent of Schools/designee shall make a recommendation to the Board on which 2 

members of his/her administrative staff should be appointed to the team. The Board shall name the 3 
members of the team at its meeting in January of each year. The Board shall designate a Chair of the 4 
review team as the contact person for answering questions about the application process and receiving 5 
applications. The Superintendent of Schools/designee shall develop an orientation for the team to 6 
ensure consistent evaluation standards and the elimination of real or perceived conflicts of interest. 7 

The Board shall require the Superintendent of Schools/designee to develop a procedure for receiving, 8 
reviewing, and ruling on applications for the establishment of charter schools by the review team. The 9 
procedure shall include a timeline for the application and review process. A copy of the procedure, 10 
including the review criteria, shall be available to any interested party upon request. on the district 11 
website. 12 

The review team shall: 13 

1. Evaluate all charter school applications based on the review criteria adopted by the state law; 14 

 15 
2. Recommend one of the following options to the Board for each application: approve, reject, or 16 

reject with stipulations for reconsideration;4 and 17 
 18 

3. Make recommendations for revocation, renewal, or non-renewal of charter school contracts. 19 

APPROVAL/DENIAL OF APPLICATION5 20 

The Board shall rule by resolution on the approval or denial of a charter school application within 21 

ninety (90) days of receipt of the completed application, or the application shall be deemed approved 22 
by state law. The Superintendent of Schools/designee shall report the action taken by the Board to the 23 

Department of Education and the Commission. 24 

Approval 25 

The sponsor of a charter school that is approved by the Board shall enter into a written agreement with 26 

the Board which shall be binding on the charter school's governing body. The charter school agreement 27 
shall be in writing and signed by the sponsor and the Board. 28 

The Board will receive an annual authorizer fee of three percent (3%) of the annual per student state 29 
and local allocations or thirty-five thousand dollars ($35,000), whichever is less.6 30 

Charter schools approved by the Board are expected to implement the application as submitted and 31 
approved. Material variations in operations from the approved application require amendment pursuant 32 
to statute and the charter school agreement.7 33 

The Board shall not provide services to charter schools that are not requested during the application 34 
process except for those services that are required under state or federal laws. Services agreed to be 35 
provided to the charter school by the Board shall be provided at board actual cost. The Board and 36 
charter school shall execute a service contract for any additional services. 37 
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New charter school agreements are approved for a ten (10) year period.8 The Board may revoke or 1 
deny renewal of a charter school agreement for any of the reasons enumerated in state law.9 2 

Denial 3 

If the initial charter school application is denied, the Board shall notify the sponsor in writing within 4 
ten (10) calendar days, specifying the objective reasons for the denial and the deadline by which the 5 
sponsor may submit an amended application.  Upon written receipt of the grounds for denial, the 6 
sponsor shall have thirty (30) days within which to submit an amended application to correct the 7 

deficiencies. The Board shall have sixty (60) days either to deny or to approve the amended 8 
application, or the application shall be deemed approved by state law.5 9 

If the amended charter school application is denied, the Board shall notify the sponsor in writing 10 

within five (5) calendar days, specifying the objective reasons for denial and the sponsor’s right to an 11 
appeal.  Within ten (10) days of final denial, an appeal may be filed with the Tennessee Public Charter 12 
School Commission.10 13 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________  

Legal References  

1. TCA 49-13-106; State Board of Education Policy 

6.111 

2. TCA 49-13-107; Public Acts of 2025, Chapter No. 

275; TCA 1-3-102; TCA 49-13-108; TRR/MS 0520-

14-01-.01(1)(b),(e) 

3. TRR/MS 0520-14-01-.01(1)(i) 

4. TRR/MS 0520-14-01 

5. TCA 49-13-108; Public Acts of 2025, Chapter No. 

275; TRR/MSS 0520-14-01 

6. TCA 49-13-128 

7. TCA 49-13-110(d)-(e); TRR/MSS 0520-14-01 

8. TCA 49-13-110(c) 

9. TCA 49-13-122 

10. TCA 49-13-108(b)(5) 

 

 

https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-13-106-creation-or-conversion-of-charter-schools
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-13-107-application-process
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/114/pub/pc0275.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/114/pub/pc0275.pdf
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-1-3-102-computation-of-time
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-13-108-approval-or-denial-of-public-charter-school-application-by-public-charter-school-authorizers
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520.htm
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520.htm
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520.htm
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520.htm
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-13-108-approval-or-denial-of-public-charter-school-application-by-public-charter-school-authorizers
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/114/pub/pc0275.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/114/pub/pc0275.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520.htm
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-13-128-annual-authorizer-fee
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-13-110-charter-agreement
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520.htm
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-13-110-charter-agreement
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-13-122-revocation-of-charter
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-13-108-approval-or-denial-of-public-charter-school-application-by-public-charter-school-authorizers
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General 1 

This policy shall apply to sponsors and potential sponsors of charter schools. It shall not apply to 2 

charter schools converting from existing public schools. Proposals from existing charter school 3 
operators or replicators and applicants proposing to contract with educational service providers shall be 4 

in accordance with state law.1 5 

APPLICATION PROCESS 6 

A prospective charter school sponsor shall send notice to the Director of Schools/designee of its intent 7 
sixty (60) calendar days prior to February 1st of the year preceding the year in which the proposed 8 

charter school plans to begin operation as a charter school. The Director of Schools/designee shall 9 
confirm receipt of the letter and provide the sponsor with current state and federal per pupil funding 10 

estimates within five (5) business days.2  11 

A sponsor seeking board approval of an initial charter school application shall complete the forms 12 

developed by the State Board of Education in coordination with the Tennessee Public Charter School 13 
Commission (“the Commission”). The application shall provide all the information required by state 14 

law. The sponsor shall demonstrate that the proposed charter school meets the purpose prescribed by 15 
state law for the formation of a charter school, and the proposed charter school will be able to 16 
implement a viable program of quality education for its students. 17 

 

Electronic copies of applications shall be submitted to the Board and the Commission on or before 18 

11:59 p.m. Central Time on February 1st of the year preceding the year in which the proposed charter 19 
school plans to begin operation as a charter school. If the 1st of February falls on a Saturday, Sunday, 20 

or holiday on which the school district offices are closed, applications will be accepted on the next 21 
business day on or before 11:59 p.m. Late applications will not be accepted, without exception. The 22 
sponsor shall pay an application fee of $2,500.00. The Director of Schools/designee shall report each 23 
completed initial application received to the Commission no later than ten (10) calendar days after 24 

receipt.3 25 
 

 

REVIEW TEAM1 26 

If necessary, the Director of Schools/designee shall appoint a review team to assist in reviewing and 27 
evaluating charter school applications. The team shall be comprised of members of the administrative 28 

staff for the district and community members with relevant educational, organizational, financial, and 29 
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legal experience. At the board meeting in December of each year, the Director of Schools/designee 1 
shall make a recommendation to the Board on which members of his/her administrative staff should be 2 

appointed to the team. The Board shall name the members of the team at its meeting in January of each 3 
year. The Board shall designate a Chair of the review team as the contact person for answering 4 
questions about the application process and receiving applications. The Director of Schools/designee 5 
shall develop an orientation for the team to ensure consistent evaluation standards and the elimination 6 
of real or perceived conflicts of interest. 7 

The Board shall require the Director of Schools/designee to develop a procedure for receiving, 8 
reviewing, and ruling on applications for the establishment of charter schools by the review team. The 9 
procedure shall include a timeline for the application and review process. A copy of the procedure, 10 
including the review criteria, shall be available on the district’s website. 11 

The review team shall: 12 

1. Evaluate all charter school applications based on the review criteria established by state law; 13 
and 14 

 15 
2. Recommend one of the following options to the Board for each application: approve or reject.4 16 

 17 

APPROVAL/DENIAL OF APPLICATION5 18 

The Board shall rule by resolution on the approval or denial of an initial charter school application 19 

within ninety (90) calendar days of receipt of the completed application, or the application shall be 20 
deemed approved by state law. The Director of Schools/designee shall report the action taken by the 21 

Board to the Department of Education and the Commission no later than ten (10) calendar days after 22 
approval or denial. If an application is denied, the report shall also include the reasons for denial. 23 

Approval 24 

The sponsor of a charter school that is approved by the Board shall enter into a written agreement with 25 
the Board which shall be binding on the charter school's governing body. The charter school agreement 26 

shall be in writing and signed by the sponsor and the Board. 27 

The Board will receive an annual authorizer fee of three percent (3%) of the annual per student state 28 
and local allocations or thirty-five thousand dollars ($35,000), whichever is less.6 29 

Charter schools approved by the Board are expected to implement the application as submitted and 30 

approved. Material variations in operations from the approved application require amendment pursuant 31 
to state law and the charter school agreement.7 32 

The Board shall not provide services to charter schools that are not requested during the application 33 

process except for those services that are required under state or federal law. Services agreed to be 34 
provided to the charter school by the Board shall be provided at the Board’s actual cost. The Board and 35 
charter school shall execute a service contract for any additional services. 36 
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New charter school agreements are approved for a ten (10) year period.8 The Board may revoke or 1 
deny renewal of a charter school agreement for any of the reasons enumerated in state law.9 2 

Denial 3 

If the initial charter school application is denied, the Board shall notify the sponsor in writing within 4 
ten (10) calendar days, specifying the objective reasons for the denial and the deadline by which the 5 
sponsor may submit an amended application. Upon written receipt of the grounds for denial, the 6 
sponsor shall have thirty (30) calendar days within which to submit an amended application to correct 7 

the deficiencies. The Board shall have sixty (60) calendar days either to deny or to approve the 8 
amended application, or the application shall be deemed approved by state law.5 9 

If the amended charter school application is denied, the Board shall notify the sponsor in writing 10 

within five (5) calendar days, specifying the objective reasons for denial and the sponsor’s right to an 11 
appeal. Within ten (10) calendar days of final denial, an appeal may be filed with the Tennessee Public 12 
Charter School Commission.10 13 

 

 

_____________________________  

Legal References  

1. TCA 49-13-106; State Board of Education Policy 

6.111 

2. TCA 49-13-107; Public Acts of 2025, Chapter No. 

275; TCA 1-3-102; TCA 49-13-108; TRR/MS 0520-

14-01-.01(1)(b)  

3. TRR/MS 0520-14-01-.01(1)(d), (e) 

4. TRR/MS 0520-14-01 

5. TCA 49-13-108; Public Acts of 2025, Chapter No. 

275; TRR/MSS 0520-14-01 

6. TCA 49-13-128 

7. TCA 49-13-110(d); TRR/MSS 0520-14-01-.01 

8. TCA 49-13-110(c) 

9. TCA 49-13-122 

10. TCA 49-13-108(b)(5) 

 

 

https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-13-106-creation-or-conversion-of-charter-schools
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-13-107-application-process
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/114/pub/pc0275.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/114/pub/pc0275.pdf
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-1-3-102-computation-of-time
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-13-108-approval-or-denial-of-public-charter-school-application-by-public-charter-school-authorizers
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/stateboardofeducation/documents/2025-sbe-meetings/november-21%2c-2025-sbe-meeting/11-21-25%20V%20H%20Charter%20Schools%20Rules%200520-14-01-.01%2c%20-.03%2c%20-.04%2c%20-.05%20Clean.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/stateboardofeducation/documents/2025-sbe-meetings/november-21%2c-2025-sbe-meeting/11-21-25%20V%20H%20Charter%20Schools%20Rules%200520-14-01-.01%2c%20-.03%2c%20-.04%2c%20-.05%20Clean.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/stateboardofeducation/documents/2025-sbe-meetings/november-21%2c-2025-sbe-meeting/11-21-25%20V%20H%20Charter%20Schools%20Rules%200520-14-01-.01%2c%20-.03%2c%20-.04%2c%20-.05%20Clean.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/stateboardofeducation/documents/2025-sbe-meetings/november-21%2c-2025-sbe-meeting/11-21-25%20V%20H%20Charter%20Schools%20Rules%200520-14-01-.01%2c%20-.03%2c%20-.04%2c%20-.05%20Clean.pdf
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-13-108-approval-or-denial-of-public-charter-school-application-by-public-charter-school-authorizers
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/114/pub/pc0275.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/114/pub/pc0275.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/stateboardofeducation/documents/2025-sbe-meetings/november-21%2c-2025-sbe-meeting/11-21-25%20V%20H%20Charter%20Schools%20Rules%200520-14-01-.01%2c%20-.03%2c%20-.04%2c%20-.05%20Clean.pdf
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-13-128-annual-authorizer-fee
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-13-110-charter-agreement
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/stateboardofeducation/documents/2025-sbe-meetings/november-21%2c-2025-sbe-meeting/11-21-25%20V%20H%20Charter%20Schools%20Rules%200520-14-01-.01%2c%20-.03%2c%20-.04%2c%20-.05%20Clean.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/stateboardofeducation/documents/2025-sbe-meetings/november-21%2c-2025-sbe-meeting/11-21-25%20V%20H%20Charter%20Schools%20Rules%200520-14-01-.01%2c%20-.03%2c%20-.04%2c%20-.05%20Clean.pdf
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-13-110-charter-agreement
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-13-122-revocation-of-charter
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-13-108-approval-or-denial-of-public-charter-school-application-by-public-charter-school-authorizers
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RULES 
OF 

THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

CHAPTER 0520-14-01  
CHARTER SCHOOLS 

 
 
0520-14-01-.01  APPROVAL OF A CHARTER SCHOOL.   
 

(1) Charter school application requirements applicable to all authorizers as defined by T.C.A. 
§ 49-13-104(4): 

 
(a) The Tennessee State Board of Education (State Board) shall provide an 

application for charter school sponsors (sponsors) to use in applying to open a 
public charter school and shall provide scoring criteria addressing the elements of 
the charter school application. The State Board shall develop the application in 
consultation with the Tennessee Public Charter School Commission 
(Commission). 

 
(b) Prospective sponsors who intend to submit an initial charter school application 

(initial application) for consideration shall submit a letter of intent to the 
Commission and to the appropriate authorizer at least sixty (60) calendar days 
prior to the February 1 initial application deadline. If the letter of intent’s deadline 
falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or state-observed holiday, the letter of intent shall be 
due on the next business day. The letter of intent shall be completed on the form 
provided by the State Board. The authorizer shall confirm receipt within five (5) 
business days and provide the sponsor with the current federal, state, and local 
per-pupil funding estimates.  

 
(c) Failure to submit a letter of intent to the Commission and to the appropriate 

authorizer by the stated deadline shall exclude a sponsor from submitting an initial 
application for that application cycle. 

 
(d) On or before 11:59 p.m. Central Time on February 1 of the year preceding the year 

in which the proposed public charter school plans to begin operation, the sponsor 
shall prepare and file an electronic copy of the initial application with the authorizer. 
If February 1 falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or state-observed holiday, the initial 
application materials shall be due on the next business day. The authorizer shall 
report each completed initial application received to the Commission no later than 
ten (10) calendar days from the authorizer’s receipt of the initial application. 

 
(e) Authorizers may charge an application fee of up to $2,500 for each initial 

application the sponsor files and may request up to five (5) paper copies of the 
initial application. Application fees and paper copies shall be received no later than 
February 1 by a time on that date during regular business hours, as set by the 
authorizer. Authorizers shall post to their websites the initial application fee 
amount, paper copy requests, if any, and the deadline by which these must be 
submitted.  

 
(f) Authorizers are only required to review complete initial applications. An initial 

application shall be considered complete if the following are received by the deadlines 
specified in subparagraphs (1)(d) and (1)(e): 
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1. An electronic copy of the written application, including any required 
attachments, using the State Board’s charter application form for the 
current application cycle; 
 

2. Up to five (5) paper copies of the written application, if requested by the 
authorizer; and 

  
3. The application fee, if required by the authorizer. 

 
(g) The authorizer shall rule by resolution, at a regular or specially called meeting, on 

the approval or denial of an initial application no later than ninety (90) calendar 
days after the authorizer’s receipt of the completed initial application.  

 
(h) Should the authorizer fail to approve or deny an initial application within the ninety 

(90) calendar days, the initial application shall be deemed approved. 
 

(i) If the initial application is denied, the grounds upon which the authorizer based the 
decision to deny the initial application shall be stated in writing and provided to the 
sponsor within ten (10) calendar days of the date of the decision to deny, specifying 
objective reasons for the denial and the deadline by which the sponsor may submit 
an amended charter school application (amended application). 

 
(j) Within thirty (30) calendar days of the receipt of the grounds for denial, a sponsor 

may submit to the authorizer an amended application to correct the deficiencies 
identified by the authorizer.   

 
1. The amended application shall be submitted by the sponsor using the 

same application form as the initial application.  
 

2. The authorizer shall evaluate the amended application using the same 
scoring criteria as the initial application review. 

 
(k) The authorizer shall approve or deny the amended application within sixty (60) 

calendar days of its receipt.  
 

(l) Should the authorizer fail to approve or deny the amended application within sixty 
(60) calendar days, it shall be deemed approved.  

 
(m) If the authorizer denies the amended application, it shall provide to the sponsor the 

grounds upon which it based the decision to deny in writing within five (5) calendar 
days of the date of the decision to deny, specifying objective reasons for the denial 
and the sponsor’s right to an appeal. 
 
1. A sponsor may appeal a denial by the local board of education of an 

amended application to the Commission no later than ten (10) calendar 
days after the date of the final decision to deny. 

 
2. A denial of an amended application by the Commission is final and not 

subject to appeal. 
 

(n) Authorizers shall report to the Tennessee Department of Education (Department) 
and Commission whether the authorizer has approved or denied the sponsor’s 
complete application and the reasons for denial, if applicable, no later than ten (10) 
calendar days after approval or denial of the initial and amended application. 
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(o) Authorizers shall review all complete applications, as defined in subparagraph 
(1)(f) of this Rule, in accordance with T.C.A. § 49-13-108 and quality charter 
authorizing standards approved by the State Board in Policy 6.111.  

 
(p) All authorizer policies regarding the submission and review of charter school 

applications shall be consistent with applicable State Board policies and with state 
and federal law, rules, and regulations. 

 
Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-1-302, 49-13-106, 49-13-107, 49-13-108, and 49-13-126. Administrative 
History: Original rules filed March 31, 2003; effective July 29, 2003. Amendments filed January 11, 2019; 
effective April 11, 2019. Amendments filed September 29, 2020; effective December 28, 2020. 
Amendments filed November 30, 2020; effective February 28, 2021. Amendments filed August 19, 2022; 
effective November 17, 2022. Amendments filed March 12, 2024; effective June 10, 2024. 
 
 
0520-14-01-.03  ALLOCATION OF STATE AND LOCAL FUNDS.
 

(1) Public charter school funding shall be governed by the following: 
 

(a) For the purpose of implementing this Rule in calculating, allocating, and disbursing 
public charter school funding pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-13-112(a): 

 
1. The Department shall be responsible for calculating required funding and 

reporting the calculations to both authorizers and public charter schools. 
 

2. The local board of education shall be responsible for allocating the 
required funding to public charter schools in the local budget. Each 
authorizer shall include, as part of its budget submitted pursuant to T.C.A. 
§ 49-2-203, the per student amount of local funds it will pass through to 
public charter schools during the upcoming school year, including all 
calculations listed in this Rule. The local board of education shall provide 
all calculations to its authorized charter schools upon request. Allocations 
to the public charter schools during the budgeted school year shall be 
based on that figure until such time as updated interim and final allocations 
are run pursuant to subparagraph (1)(e) below. The authorizer shall 
distribute local funding in no fewer than nine (9) equal installments to 
public charter schools in the same manner as state funds are distributed. 

 
3. The local education agency’s (LEA) fiscal agent shall be responsible for 

the disbursement of required funding to public charter schools. 
 

4. The LEA shall be responsible for the timely and accurate submission of 
data and other reporting requirements to the Department. 
 

5. The public charter school shall be responsible for the timely and accurate 
submission of data and other reporting requirements to the authorizer. 

 
6. The authorizer and public charter school shall be responsible for 

collaborating to resolve any data or reporting discrepancies prior to 
Department reporting deadlines. 

 
(b) Allocations are based on one hundred percent (100%) of state and local funds 

received by the LEA, including current funds allocated for capital outlay purposes 
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and funds generated under the fast-growth stipends detailed in T.C.A. § 49-3-107, 
excluding the proceeds of debt obligations and associated debt services. 

 
(c) A local board of education shall allocate to each public charter school an amount 

equal to the state and local funds as calculated in subparagraphs (1)(d) and (1)(e) 
below for each student member enrolled in a public charter school and all 
appropriate allocations under federal laws or regulations, including, but not limited 
to, IDEA and ESEA funds. 

 
1. Pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-13-112(a), federal funds received by the LEA must 

be disbursed to public charter schools authorized by the LEA by either a 
joint agreement on shared services by individual public charter schools or 
sub-grants to public charter schools for the charter's equitable share of the 
federal grant based on eligible students. The allocation must be made in 
accordance with the policies and procedures developed by the 
Department. 

 
(d) Initial Allocations. 

 
1. The initial allocation shall be set forth in the local board of education’s 

budget submitted to the Department pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-3-316 for the 
upcoming school year and represent the state and local funds to be 
allocated to each public charter school based on prior year average daily 
membership (ADM) and student counts, as required by the Tennessee 
Investment in Student Achievement Act (TISA), before such time as 
current year data and revenues are available. The Department shall pull 
this information from state-approved LEA budgets as entered into the state’s 
system of record and include these funds in initial funding estimates shared 
with authorizing LEAs and public charter schools. If the LEA does not have 
a fully approved budget in the state’s system of record, the Department will 
use the LEA’s budgeted prior year additional local revenues or the district’s 
prior year expenditure report, whichever is more recent, to inform the initial 
allocations until an LEA budget is fully approved.  

 
2. Pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-13-112(a)(1)(A), the initial allocation from the local 

board of education to a public charter school shall be based on the total of 
the state and local student-generated funds for member students in a 
public charter school during the prior school year for the base funding 
amount, weighted allocation, and direct funding allocations in accordance 
with TISA, and any rules promulgated by the Department pursuant to the 
TISA, including Chapter 0520-12-05. 

 
3. Pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-13-112(a)(1)(B), if the local funds received by the 

LEA are greater than the local contribution required by TISA as set forth 
in T.C.A. § 49-3-109, the local board of education shall also allocate the 
average per pupil local funds received by the LEA in the budgeted school 
year, in accordance with T.C.A. § 49-3-316, above those required by the 
TISA for each member student in the public charter school in the prior 
year. The initial average per pupil local funding amount shall be 
determined by dividing the budgeted additional local funds by the LEA’s 
prior year ADM, including all member students of public charter schools 
geographically located within the LEA. The Department shall pull this 
information from state-approved LEA budgets as entered into the state’s 
system of record and include these funds in initial funding estimates 
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shared with authorizing LEAs and public charter schools. If the LEA does 
not have a fully approved budget in the state’s system of record, the 
Department will use the LEA’s budgeted prior year additional local 
revenues or the district’s prior year expenditure report, whichever is more 
recent, to inform the initial allocations until an LEA budget is fully 
approved. 
 

4. Pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-3-105(d)(1)(B), the state share of TISA funding 
generated by public charter school students shall be allocated to the LEA 
in which the public charter school is geographically located, but shall be 
disbursed directly to the public charter school by the Department. If the 
public charter school is authorized by the Commission or by the 
Achievement School District (ASD), the funds shall be disbursed by the 
Department directly to the authorizer.  

 
(i) A public charter school’s total of TISA-generated funds shall be 

divided between state and local funding responsibilities based on 
the state and local share percentages of the LEA in which the 
public charter school is geographically located. The state share 
for base and weighted funding is determined separately using the 
LEA’s applicable percentages, which are then applied to the public 
charter school’s calculated base and weighted amounts. The state 
fully funds direct allocations. As with LEA allocations, funding for 
postsecondary assessment is withheld at the state level. The local 
share of base and weighted funding is the responsibility of the LEA 
in which the public charter school is geographically located and 
will be disbursed by the LEA to the public charter schools. 
 

(ii) All federal, state, and local funds generated by or received by an 
LEA shall be properly accounted for in the LEA’s official financial 
records. Payment of funds to a public charter school by the state 
on behalf of an LEA shall be recorded in the LEA's financial 
records in the appropriate revenue and expenditure categories. 

 
(e) Interim Funding Adjustments and Final Allocations. 

 
1. After the initial allocation is made as set forth in subparagraph (1)(d), an 

authorizer shall adjust payments to its public charter schools on an interim 
basis during the school year, at a minimum, in October, December, 
February, April, and June, with final allocations occurring with the 
completion of the authorizer’s final expenditure reports as submitted and 
approved by the Department.  Pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-13-112(a)(1) and § 
49-13-112(a)(3), these adjustments shall update allocations to reflect 
current year data, including changes in revenue, student enrollment, or 
student services. 

 
2. To calculate interim and final allocations, the Department shall calculate 

current year ADM on the timeline in part (1)(e)1. above for all LEAs with 
public charter schools geographically located within the LEA’s boundaries. 
The Department shall publish or otherwise make available to each 
authorizer and each public charter school the outputs and, if requested, 
the underlying data from each instance in which the Department runs the 
ADM calculations for purposes of calculating initial, interim, and final 
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allocations. Authorizers may opt to run the adjustments more frequently in 
alignment with respective charter agreements. 
 

3. Interim and final allocations to each public charter school shall include: 
 

(i) Pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-13-112(a)(1)(A), the interim and final 
allocations from the local board of education to a public charter 
school shall be based on the total of the state and local student-
generated funds for member students in a public charter school 
during the prior school year for the base funding amount, weighted 
allocation, and direct funding allocations in accordance with the 
TISA, and any rules promulgated by the Department pursuant to 
the TISA, including Chapter 0520-12-05. 

 
(ii) Pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-13-112(a)(1)(B), if the local funds 

received by the LEA are greater than the local contribution 
required by TISA as set forth in T.C.A. § 49-3-109, the local board 
of education shall also allocate the average per pupil local funds 
received by the LEA in the budgeted school year above those 
required by the TISA for each member student in the public 
charter school in the prior year. The interim and final average per 
pupil local funding amount shall be determined by dividing the 
additional local funds by the LEA’s current year ADM (inclusive of 
all member students of public charter schools geographically 
located within the LEA). The final average per pupil local funding 
amount is to be determined using the LEA’s final expenditure 
report as submitted to and approved by the Department. 

 
(iii) Pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-13-112(a)(1)(C) and § 49-13-112(a)(3), a 

local board of education shall allocate to the public charter school 
an amount equal to the per student state and local funds received 
by the LEA for member students in the public charter school in the 
current school year beyond the prior year’s membership. For each 
required interim and final allocation adjustment, the Department 
shall calculate the ADMs for each public charter school and the 
difference from the prior year ADM as used in the base funding 
calculation in the TISA formula. For any difference in overall ADM 
counts, the local board of education shall adjust the public charter 
school’s allocation and disbursement by an amount equal to 
multiplying the average per student state and local funds received 
by the LEA in the current year by the difference in ADM for each 
public charter school, which may result in an increase or decrease 
to the overall allocation and disbursement. The final average per 
pupil state and local funds shall be determined using the LEA’s 
final expenditure report as submitted to and approved by the 
Department. In calculating the average per student state and local 
funds, the total funding will exclude grants awarded on behalf of 
specific schools and the charter direct funding component of the 
TISA.  

 
(iv) In determining final amounts to be paid pursuant to subparts 

(1)(e)3.(ii) and (1)(e)3.(iii) above, the Department shall report to 
each authorizer and public charter school the results of LEAs 
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state-approved final expenditure reports within five (5) business 
days of state approval. LEAs and each public charter school shall 
process final payments within thirty (30) calendar days of the 
Department’s report on final amounts. 

 
(f) Special Considerations. 

 
1. New and Expanding Public Charter Schools: Notwithstanding part 

(1)(d)2., for the purpose of initial allocations, new public charter schools or 
public charter schools adding a new grade(s) shall be funded based on 
the anticipated enrollment in the charter agreement unless the authorizer 
and public charter school mutually agree on a projection of enrollment not 
to exceed any enrollment maximums or caps set forth in the charter 
agreement. The initial funding allocation for the new grade(s) shall be 
based on a per-student average of all state and local funds received by 
the LEA and disbursed to the public charter school by the LEA. Allocations 
shall be subsequently adjusted in accordance with subparagraph (1)(e). 

 
2. Public Charter School Direct Funding: In accordance with T.C.A. § 49-3-

105, the charter school direct funding amount each year is subject to an 
annual appropriation by the Tennessee General Assembly and is 
calculated by dividing the amount of the appropriation by the statewide 
public charter school ADM of the prior year. This direct funding amount 
shall be fully state funded and not require additional local contribution 
funds. The public charter school direct funding amount is calculated the 
same as all other direct funding components of TISA as set forth in T.C.A. 
§ 49-3-105. 

 
3. Fast-Growth Stipends: Subject to annual appropriations by the Tennessee 

General Assembly and in accordance with T.C.A § 49-3-107, if an LEA 
receives a fast-growth stipend or infrastructure stipend, the LEA shall 
disburse to charter schools geographically located within that LEA a 
proportional share of funds received. The proportional share shall be equal 
to the percentage calculated by dividing a public charter school’s TISA 
funding for base funding, weighted allocations, and direct allocations by 
the TISA funding for these same components of the LEA as a whole. 

 
4. Educator Salary Increases: Pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-3-105(e), if the 

Tennessee General Assembly restricts an amount of an annual increase 
to the TISA base funding amount for the purpose of providing salary 
increases to existing educators, the Department shall determine the 
proportional share of funds received by each public charter school driven 
by the restricted funds and report that amount to each authorizer and to 
each public charter school. Public charter schools shall use these funds to 
provide salary increases to existing educators pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-3-
105(e). 

 
5. Cost Differential Factor Grants: Subject to annual appropriations by the 

Tennessee General Assembly and in accordance with T.C.A. § 49-3-
108(d), if an LEA receives a Cost Differential Factor (CDF) grant, the LEA 
shall disburse to public charter schools geographically located within that 
LEA a proportional share of the CDF grant. The proportional share shall 
be equal to the percentage calculated by dividing a public charter school’s 
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TISA funding for base funding, weighted allocations, and direct allocations 
by the TISA funding for these same components of the LEA as a whole. 

 
6. Outcomes Funding: If a public charter school generates outcome bonus 

funding as a result of students enrolled in the public charter school in the 
prior year, the public charter school shall receive the earned amount of 
outcome bonus funds from the authorizer when such funds are awarded 
by the Department. The Department shall report the amount of outcome 
bonus funds due to each public charter school to the authorizer and to 
each public charter school. 

 
(g) ASD and Commission: Pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-1-614 and T.C.A. § 49-13-112, the 

ASD and Commission shall receive funding in alignment with this rule for each 
public charter school within their respective LEAs from the LEAs in which each 
public charter school is geographically located. 
 

(h) Opportunity Public Charter Schools (OPCS): Pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-13-
106(k)(1)(C), TISA state and local funds generated by an at-risk student who 
transfers to an OPCS located in an LEA other than the LEA in which the at-risk 
student resides shall follow the at-risk student to the LEA in which the OPCS is 
located, but only for the first school year in which the at-risk student is enrolled in 
an OPCS located in an LEA other than the LEA in which the at-risk student resides. 
For purposes of this Chapter, “at-risk student” is defined by T.C.A. § 49-13-104(3). 
The LEA in which the OPCS is located shall not charge tuition to such students. 
 

(i) Allocations to a public charter school shall not be reduced by the authorizer except 
for the annual authorizer fee. If the charter agreement includes a provision 
whereby the authorizer will provide for employee benefits or retirement, the 
authorizer may withhold funds to cover the costs of those services. Any services 
the public charter school chooses to purchase from the authorizer may also exist 
in a separate services contract between the public charter school and the 
authorizer. However, approval of a separate services contract shall not be a 
condition of approval of the charter agreement. If a services contract is executed 
with the authorizer, the authorizer may withhold funds to cover the costs of those 
services. 

 
(j) Pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-13-124, the authorizer may endorse the submission of the 

qualified zone academy bond application to the local taxing authority. The 
authorizer may endorse such a bond application submitted by the public charter 
school governing body, or the authorizer may include the public charter school’s 
project as part of the authorizer’s bond application. 

 
(k) If public charter schools provide school nutrition programs, they may provide their 

own programs in compliance with United States Department of Agriculture 
regulations and State law or they may contract with the authorizer for the provision 
of school nutrition programs. 

 
Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-1-302, 49-2-203, 49-6-2101, et seq., 49-13-112, 49-13-114, 49-13-124, 49- 13-
126, 49-3-101 et seq., 49-3-316, 49-3-105. Administrative History: Original rule filed March 25, 2010; 
effective August 29, 2010. Repeal and new rule filed March 21, 2012; effective August 29, 2012. 
Amendments filed September 22, 2017; effective December 21, 2017. Amendments filed September 29, 
2020; effective December 28, 2020. Amendments filed November 30, 2020; effective February 28, 2021. 
Amendments filed March 8, 2023; effective June 6, 2023. Amendments filed March 12, 2024; effective June 
10, 2024. 
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0520-14-01-.04  ENROLLMENT.
 

(1) Charter schools shall conduct an initial student application period of at least thirty (30) 
calendar days during which all students may apply. 

 
(2) A charter school shall not exclude students from enrollment based on race, color, ethnicity, 

national origin, religion, income level, disability, English language proficiency, or academic 
ability. 

 
(3) A charter school may submit a charter school application that seeks to limit enrollment to 

a single-sex, as defined in T.C.A. § 49-2-802, if the enrollment proposal complies with state 
and federal law.  

 
(4) A charter school that is an OPCS, as defined in T.C.A. § 49-13-104, with a residential 

model shall ensure its facilities: 
 

(a) Comply with all applicable health and safety laws, regulations, and codes of the 
city, county, and state;  
 

(b) Meet all fire safety regulations and procedures promulgated by the Tennessee Fire 
Marshal’s Office; and 

 
(c) Are constructed, remodeled, renovated, expanded, or modified in accordance with 

any state and federal requirements applicable to the school regarding building 
accessibility, including, but not limited to, the Americans with Disabilities Act and 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  

 
(5) A charter school shall enroll an eligible student who submits an application by the charter 

school’s deadline unless the number of applications exceeds the capacity of a program, 
class, grade level, or building.  

 
(6) If, at the end of the initial student application period, the number of eligible students seeking 

to be enrolled does not exceed the school’s capacity or the capacity of a program, class, 
grade level, or building, the enrollment of eligible students may proceed on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

 
(7) If, at the end of the initial student application period, the number of eligible students seeking 

to be enrolled exceeds the school’s capacity or the capacity of a program, class, grade 
level, or building, eligible students shall be enrolled using a lottery. 

 
(a) Any such lottery shall be conducted within thirty (30) calendar days of the close of 

the initial student application period. 
 

(b) Students who attended the charter school during the previous school year shall be 
given first enrollment preference and excluded from entering into a lottery. 
Students who attended the charter school during the previous school year shall 
not be required to reapply.  

 
(c) Students enrolling in a charter school from another charter school, even if both 

schools share a governing body, shall be subject to the lottery preferences outlined 
in paragraph (8) of this Rule. 

 
(d) A charter school may give an enrollment preference to children of an employee of 

the charter school or member of the governing body of the charter school, not to 
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exceed ten percent (10%) of total enrollment or twenty-five (25) students, 
whichever is less, in which case such students shall also be given first enrollment 
preference and excluded from entering into a lottery. 

 
(e) In accordance with T.C.A. § 49-13-108(i)(2), a charter school sponsored by a 

public institution of higher education may give an enrollment preference to children 
of the public institution of higher education's employees or members of the 
institution's governing body, not to exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the charter 
school's total enrollment. 

 
(8) If an enrollment lottery is conducted, a charter school shall give enrollment preferences in 

the following order: 
 
(a) For an OPCS: 

 
1. Students identified as at-risk, as defined in T.C.A. § 49-13-104(3); and 

 
2. If an OPCS has additional capacity after the number of eligible at-risk 

students seeking to be enrolled have been accepted, the OPCS shall give 
enrollment preferences in the order listed under paragraph (8)(b), as 
applicable. 
 

(b) For all other charter schools:  
 
1. Students enrolled in a pre-K program operated by the charter school; 

 
2. Students who are economically disadvantaged as defined in T.C.A. § 49-

3-104, if the charter school has elected to use such an enrollment 
preference. A charter school may give an enrollment preference to 
students who are economically disadvantaged pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-13-
113. A charter school may request, but shall not require, information on an 
initial student application to verify that a student is legally qualified as 
economically disadvantaged, as defined in § 49-3-104. This information 
shall be utilized for the purposes of an enrollment lottery and shall not 
exclude students from enrollment; 

 
3. Students applying to enroll in the charter school that has an authorizer-

approved articulation agreement with the students’ current charter school, 
which allows students to matriculate from one school to the other; 

 
4. Siblings of students already enrolled in the charter school; 

 
5. Students residing within the geographic boundaries of the LEA in which 

the charter school is located who were enrolled in another public school 
during the previous school year. If the public charter school is authorized 
in a county LEA, this preference includes students who reside in the 
county and who were enrolled in the previous school year in another LEA 
located in the same county; and 

 
6. Students residing outside the geographic boundaries of the LEA in which 

the charter school is located, if permitted through the authorizer’s out-of-
district enrollment policy. 
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(9) If enrollment within a group of preferences set out in paragraph (8) exceeds the planned 
capacity of the school, enrollment within that group shall be determined on the basis of a 
lottery. 

 
(10) A non-charter public school converting to a charter school under T.C.A. § 49-13-106 

(conversion charter school) shall give enrollment preference to students who reside within 
the former school zone of the conversion charter school, subject to the exception at 
subparagraph (10)(a). Students enrolled in the existing non-charter public school to be 
converted shall have the option to enroll in another public school operated by the LEA in 
which the charter school is located without penalty. The enrollment preference for students 
who reside within the former school zone of the conversion charter school excludes those 
students from entering into a lottery. 
 
(a) A non-charter public school converting to an OPCS shall not give an enrollment 

preference to students who reside within the former school zone of the conversion 
charter school unless the student is an at-risk student as defined in T.C.A. § 49-
13-104(3). 

 
(11) Students living in other school zones may enroll in a conversion charter school after those 

living in the school zone have the opportunity to enroll, but only if there is program, class, 
grade level, and building capacity to serve the out-of-zone students. If applications by out-
of-zone students exceed the charter school’s capacity, enrollment of out-of-zone students 
shall be determined on the basis of a lottery. Out-of-zone students who attended the school 
the previous school year, and such students’ siblings, may be given preference in 
enrollment. 

 
(12) A charter school may refuse to admit any student who is expelled from another public 

school or district or who is in the process of being expelled from another public school or 
district. 

 
(13) Additional verification requirements for enrollment in an OPCS: 
 

(a) To qualify as at-risk, a student shall only be required to meet the income 
requirement and one (1) at-risk eligibility criterion listed in T.C.A. § 49-13-
104(3)(a)-(h). 
 

(b) As part of the enrollment process, the parent or guardian of an enrolling student or 
an enrolling student who has reached the age of eighteen (18) shall provide 
verification of meeting the at-risk criteria, as defined in T.C.A. § 49-13-104(3).  
 

(c) Verification for at-risk criteria shall be established through the completion of the 
appropriate documentation as required in State Board Opportunity Public Charter 
School Policy 6.114. 
 

(d) Whether a student qualifies as at-risk shall be determined by the OPCS only at the 
time of enrollment. If a student has withdrawn from the OPCS and subsequently 
re-enrolls, the OPCS shall verify at-risk eligibility at the time of re-enrollment. 

 
(14) Reporting requirements: 

 
(a) A charter school shall provide to the Department certification by an independent 

accounting firm or by a law firm that each lottery conducted for enrollment 
purposes complied with the requirements of T.C.A. § 49-13-113. Charter schools 



CHARTER SCHOOLS  CHAPTER 0520-14-01 
 
(Rule 0520-14-01-.04, continued) 
 
 

Revised:  11/21/2025 12 

that choose to participate in the enrollment process of their authorizer may use 
certification from the authorizer to satisfy this requirement. 

 
(b) In lieu of an independent accounting firm or law firm, charter schools may request 

that the Department review and approve the lottery process prior to conducting the 
lottery. 

 
(c) By June 30th of each year, an OPCS shall submit to its authorizer a signed, written 

verification from an independent accounting firm or law firm stating whether the 
school met or exceeded an overall average of seventy-five percent (75%) at-risk 
student enrollment in the immediately preceding school year. 

 
1. The authorizer shall include the results of this annual verification in its 

authorizer report.  
 

2. If an OPCS fails to meet the seventy-five percent (75%) at-risk student 
enrollment requirement for three (3) consecutive school years, the school 
shall petition the authorizer to amend its charter agreement to convert to 
a public charter school and forgo its OPCS status, or voluntarily close.  

 
(i) If an OPCS seeks to amend its charter agreement, it shall petition 

its authorizer by the fall amendment petition deadline immediately 
following the third (3rd) consecutive year in which the school failed 
to meet the at-risk enrollment requirement and shall follow the 
amendment petition process outlined in the Commission’s rules, 
including the right to an appeal. 
 

(ii) If an OPCS chooses to voluntarily close, the school shall notify its 
authorizer of its decision by October 1 immediately following the 
third (3rd) consecutive year in which the school failed to meet the 
seventy-five (75%) enrollment requirement, and the school shall 
close by the end of that school year.    
 

3. An OPCS shall retain documentation evidencing that at-risk students met 
the at-risk eligibility criteria at the time of the student’s enrollment, or any 
re-enrollment, in the OPCS. 

 
Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-13-104, 49-13-108, 49-13-113, 49-13-126. Administrative History: Original 
rule filed March 25, 2010; effective August 29, 2010. Repeal and new rule filed March 21, 2012; 
effective August 29, 2012. Amendments filed January 10, 2018; effective April 10, 2018. 
Amendments filed August 29, 2018; effective November 27, 2018. Amendments filed September 29, 
2020; effective December 28, 2020. Amendments filed November 30, 2020; effective February 28, 2021. 
Amendments filed March 12, 2024; effective June 10, 2024. 
 
 
0520-14-01-.05 ANNUAL AUTHORIZER FEE AND ANNUAL REPORTING.

 
(1) Requirements applicable to local boards of education that serve as an authorizer of a 

charter school(s) (i.e., district authorizers): 
 

(a) Pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-13-128, district authorizers shall receive an annual 
authorizer fee that is a percentage of the charter school’s per student state and 
local funding as allocated under T.C.A. § 49-13-112. The annual authorizer fee 
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shall be the lesser of three percent (3%) of the annual per-student state and local 
allocations or $35,000 per school.  

 
(b) District authorizers shall use the annual authorizer fee exclusively for fulfilling the 

following authorizing obligations:   
 

1. Charter school application approval process, including: 
 

(i) Implementation of State Board-approved quality authorizing 
standards; and   

 
(ii) Stipends or travel for external reviewers. 

 
2. Interim review process required by T.C.A. § 49-13-121(k), including review 

of the progress of the school in achieving the goals, objectives, pupil 
performance standards, content standards, and other terms of the 
approved charter agreement.  

 
3. Charter school renewal process required by T.C.A. § 49-13-121, including: 
 

(i) Review of the renewal application; 
 
(ii) Stipends or travel for external reviewers; and  
 
(iii) Development of the renewal evaluation required to be submitted 

to each charter school.  
 

4. Monitoring and oversight activities, including: 
 

(i) Development of a performance framework;   
 
(ii) Annual monitoring visits;   
 
(iii) Data meetings;   
 
(iv)  Any software or data management tools required by the district 

authorizer exclusively for charter schools;  
 
(v)  Monitoring of all legal requirements; and 
  
(vi) School closure responsibilities outlined in T.C.A. § 49-13-130. 

 
5. Personnel costs for staff supporting charter schools, including: 
 

(i) Salaries and benefits for full-time or part-time personnel with 
exclusive charter school responsibilities;   

 
(ii) Salaries for personnel who spend a portion of their time on direct 

charter school responsibilities. Any funds spent on salaries must 
be pro-rated to reflect the amount of time spent only on charter 
support work. Salaries for personnel may only be paid for with 
authorizer fee funds if the activities and duties of the personnel 
are beyond the scope and capacity of the LEA charter school 
office or personnel;   
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(iii) External consultants or other consultancy or legal fees to support 
charter authorizing obligations; and 

 
(iv) Reasonable costs associated with recruiting or hiring charter 

support or authorizing staff. 
 

6.  Operational expenses for staff supporting charter schools. 
 
7. Annual reporting, including: 

 
(i) Review of annual charter school performance reports required 

under T.C.A § 49-13-120;  
 
(ii)  Reporting of vacant and underutilized properties owned or 

operated by the LEA pursuant to T.C.A § 49-13-136 and 
paragraph (1)(c) of this Rule; 

 
(iii) Creation of the authorizer fee report required by T.C.A § 49-13-

128(f); and 
 
(iv)  Reporting of student directory information required by T.C.A § 49-

13-132. 
 
8. Ongoing charter school support services, including:  
 

(i) Interventions or authorizer-led supports;  
 
(ii) Maintenance of facilities or other capital outlay obligations that are 

not otherwise outlined in a lease agreement between the 
authorizer and charter school;  

 
(iii) Professional development, orientation, or onboarding of charter 

school employees or staff supporting charter schools; and 
 
(iv) Contract services for specialized or targeted charter school 

supports.  
 

(2) Requirements applicable only to state-level authorizers: 
 

(a) In accordance with T.C.A. § 49-13-128: 
 
1. If the ASD authorizes a public charter school, the ASD shall receive an 

annual authorizer fee of up to three percent (3%) of the public charter 
school’s per pupil state and local funding as allocated under § 49-13-
112(a). By May 1 of each year, the Commissioner shall set the percentage 
of a public charter school’s per-pupil state and local funding that the ASD 
shall receive as the annual authorizer fee for the next school year. 

 
(i) The ASD shall use the annual authorizer fee exclusively for 

fulfilling authorizing obligations set forth in subparagraph (1)(b) of 
this Rule.  

 
2. If the Tennessee public charter school commission (Commission) 

authorizes a public charter school, the Commission shall receive an 
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annual authorizer fee of up to three percent (3%) of the public charter 
school’s per pupil state and local funding as allocated under § 49-13-
112(a). By May 1 of each year, the Commission or the Commission’s 
designee shall set the percentage of a public charter school’s per student 
state and local funding that the Commission shall receive as the annual 
authorizer fee for the next school year.  

 
(i) The Commission shall use the annual authorizer fee for fulfilling 

authorizing obligations set forth in subparagraph (1)(b) of this 
Rule. Additionally, the Commission may use the annual authorizer 
fee to fulfill obligations consistent with the authority of the 
Commission as set forth in Tennessee Code Annotated Title 49, 
Chapter 13. 

 
(3) Requirements applicable to all authorizers: 

 
(a) The authorizer fee shall be paid by a charter school to its authorizer in accordance 

with the payment process issued by the Department of Education.  
 
(b) The annual authorizer fee collected by an authorizer shall be recorded in the 

general ledger using the appropriate revenue code as determined by the 
Tennessee Comptroller and shall be subject to all audit and reporting 
requirements.  

 
(c) By December 1 of each year, each authorizer that collects an annual authorizer 

fee shall report to the State Board the total amount of authorizer fees collected in 
the previous school year and the authorizing obligations fulfilled using the fee. 
Reports shall be submitted on a reporting form developed by the State Board. 

 
(d) Each authorizer fee report shall be posted on the authorizer’s website and the 

State Board’s website. 
 
(e) If, for any school year, the total amount of authorizer fees collected by the 

authorizer exceeds the amount used by the authorizer to perform its authorizing 
obligations and responsibilities, the authorizer shall distribute the amount 
remaining to its authorized public charter schools.  

 
(f) Any excess funds collected by an authorizer shall be distributed to its authorized 

charter schools in the school year immediately following the school year in which 
the excess fees were collected by the authorizer and in accordance with the 
process established by the Department of Education.  

 
(g) If the State Board determines funds were used by the authorizer for activities other 

than the authorizing obligations outlined in this Rule, the State Board shall direct 
the Department of Education to withhold an amount equal to the misallocated 
funds in the following school year from the authorizer and shall distribute the 
misallocated funds directly to the authorizer’s charter schools.  

 
(h) If an authorizer does not receive timely payment from an authorized charter school 

in accordance with this Rule, the authorizer shall be entitled to any past due 
amount from the authorized charter school in accordance with the payment 
process issued by the Department of Education. 
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(i) Each charter school shall receive a proportionate share of any excess or 
misallocated funds collected by the authorizer based on the actual amount of 
authorizer fee funds paid to the authorizer by each charter school. 

 
(j)  Authorizers shall annually provide a projected charter school office budget for the 

upcoming school year to the State Board by August 1. The State Board shall 
annually post each projected budget to its website by August 15. 

 
(4)  Requirements applicable to LEAs in which one (1) or more public charter schools operate: 

 
(a) Annually by May 1, the LEA shall publish the information required in T.C.A. § 49-

13-136(c)(1) on the LEA’s website and submit a comprehensive listing of all vacant 
or underutilized property to the Department and the Comptroller of the Treasury.  

 
1.  Vacant property, as defined in T.C.A. § 49-13-104, means a building, with 

or without improvements, which is closed or no longer used for direct 
academic instruction for students in pre-kindergarten through grade twelve 
(pre-K-12), or any combination thereof, including, but not limited to, spaces 
suitable for classroom use that are currently being used for storage of any 
kind and does not include real property on which a building or permanent 
structure has not been erected.  

 
2. Underutilized property, as defined in T.C.A. § 49-13-104, means a building 

or portion thereof, with or without improvements, which is not used or is 
used irregularly or intermittently for K-12 instructional or program 
purposes, including, but not limited to, spaces suitable for classroom use 
that are currently being used for storage of any kind. K-12 instructional 
purposes include spaces used for providing direct instruction to students. 
K-12 program purposes include spaces used in support of K-12 
instructional programming, such as faculty professional development, 
employee offices, and other similar uses, but do not include spaces 
suitable for classroom use that are currently being used for storage of any 
kind. For public school facilities that, by their nature, are characterized by 
irregular or intermittent use, such as auditoriums, gymnasiums, cafeterias, 
and athletic facilities, irregular or intermittent use means the facility is used 
for K-12 instructional or programming purposes less than ten (10) times 
per school year. For all other public school facilities, irregular or 
intermittent use means the facility is used for K-12 instructional or 
programming purposes fewer than ninety (90) days per school year or the 
facility is used at less than 55% capacity, to be calculated in accordance 
with the Department’s guidance and reporting template. 

 
Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-1-302, 49-13-112, 49-13-126, and 49-13-128. Administrative History: Original 
rule filed January 11, 2019; effective April 11, 2019. Amendments filed May 27, 2021; effective August 25, 
2021. Amendments filed January 31, 2025; effective May 1, 2025. 
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The Board of Education sets the following minimum requirements for students to graduate from Dobyns-1 

Bennett High School. The following graduation requirements, stated in terms of credits, are established: 2 

Plan of Study 3 

 
 English * 4 

 Math* 4 

 Science * 3 

 Social Studies * 4 

 Foreign Language* 2 

 Fine Arts * 1 

 Wellness * 2 

 Elective Focus * 3 

 Electives* 5 

 Total: 28 
 

* Specific course requirements apply in these subjects. (See below) 4 

 

The Superintendent, or designee, is authorized to adjust graduation requirements for non-transfer 5 
students. The school administration is authorized and directed to implement a plan to adjust graduation 6 

requirements for students transferring from other systems. A written plan will be developed for each 7 
student for whom graduation requirements are adjusted and will include a description of the change and 8 

the type of diploma that will be earned. In all cases, the adjusted credit requirements shall meet or exceed 9 
minimum applicable state requirements. 10 

 

The principal may approve correspondence courses/virtual courses, crossover courses and credit 11 
recovery to be applied toward graduation requirements. 12 

 

Participation in a graduation ceremony is not a graduation requirement. Students eligible for graduation 13 

shall be given an option to participate in the graduation ceremony or not to participate nor attend. 14 

Students who elect to participate in the graduation ceremony shall follow established participation 15 

guidelines and are considered students under the authority of the school. Within one week following the 16 
graduation ceremony, the diploma (or other certificate) shall be distributed to all graduates with no 17 
financial or disciplinary obligations. 18 

 

Before graduation, every student shall1 [1] achieve the specified 28 units of credit; [2] take the required 19 
end of course exams; [3] have satisfactory records of attendance and conduct, [4] complete an 20 
examination in the 11th grade;2 and [5] pass a United States civics test.3 21 
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The requirements for graduation include: 1 
 

ENGLISH 2 
 

Four (4) courses in English (to satisfy the minimum of 4 credits) 3 

English 9 or equivalent (1 credit) 4 
English 10 or equivalent (1 credit) 5 

English 11 or equivalent (1 credit) 6 
English 12 or equivalent (1 credit) 7 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 8 
 

Five (5) courses in Social Studies (to satisfy the minimum of 4.0 credits) 9 
 

World History or equivalent (1 credit) 10 

United States History or equivalent (1 credit) 11 
American Government or equivalent (1 credit) 12 
Economics or equivalent (1/2 credit) 13 
Personal Finance or equivalent (1/2 credit) 14 

 

SCIENCE 15 
 

Three (3) courses in Science are required (to satisfy the minimum of 3 credits) 16 

Biology or equivalent (1 credit) 17 
Chemistry or Physics or equivalent (1 credit) 18 
Additional Lab Science Course (1 credit) 19 

 

MATH 20 
 

Four (4) courses in Math required. A minimum of 1 math course per year (to satisfy the minimum of 4 21 
credits) 22 
 

Algebra I 23 
Geometry 24 
Algebra II 25 
Another upper level math course 26 
 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE 27 
 

Two (2) required credits in Foreign Language in the same area (i.e., Spanish I and Spanish II) 28 

 

Special Education Students4 29 

 

Special education students who successfully complete their Individualized Educational Program (IEP), 30 
pass the required competency assessment and have satisfactory records of attendance and conduct shall 31 
be awarded a regular diploma. A special education diploma shall be awarded to students who have 32 
satisfactorily completed their IEP and who have satisfactory records of attendance and conduct, but 33 
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who have not met the proficiency testing requirements.5 1 

 

Special education students who do not meet the requirements for a high school diploma may be 2 

awarded an occupational diploma if the student has:1,4 3 

 

1. satisfactorily completed their IEP; 4 
2. maintained satisfactory records of attendance and conduct; 5 
3. completed the occupational diploma Skills, Knowledge, and Experience Mastery Assessment 6 

(SKEMA); 7 
4. completed at least four (4) years of high school; and 8 
5. has two (2) years of non-paid work experience. 9 

 

The decision to attain an occupational diploma shall be made at the conclusion of the student’s tenth 10 
(10th) grade year, or two (2) academic years prior to the expected graduation date. Students who have 11 
received an occupational diploma shall continue to make progress towards a high school diploma until 12 

the end of the school year in which they turn twenty-two (22) years old. 13 

 14 

STATE DIPLOMA 15 
 

Students who do not meet the minimum requirements to graduate from Dobyns-Bennett High School, 16 

but who do receive the minimum credits to graduate under state law, will receive a state diploma.  A 17 
student must meet the minimum requirements to graduate from Dobyns-Bennett High School to be 18 
eligible to participate in the graduation ceremony.  19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Legal References Cross References 

1. TCA 49-6-6001; State Board of Education Policy 2.103 

2. TCA 49-6-6001(b); State Board of Education Policy 2.103 

3. TCA 49-6-408; Public Acts of 2019, Chapter No. 442; 

State Board of Education Policy 2.103 

4. TRR/MS 0520-01-03-.06(1)(a); State Board of Education 

Policy 2.103 

5. TCA 49-6-6005; State Board of Education Policy 2.103 

6. TRR/MS 0520-01-03-.06(1)(a)(7) 

7. TCA 49-6-8303; State Board of Education Policy 2.103 

Basic Curriculum Program 4.201 

Honor Roll, Awards, & Class Ranking 4.602 
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General

The program of studies shall include areas required by the State Board of Education.

Before high school graduation, every student shall:1

1. Achieve the specified twenty-two (22) units of credit;

2. Take the required end-of-course exams; 

3. Have satisfactory records of attendance and conduct;

4. Take the ACT or SAT prior to graduation;2 and 

5. Pass a United States civics test.3

SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS4

Special education students who earn the prescribed twenty-two (22) credit minimum shall be awarded 
a regular high school diploma. 

Students who have received the below diplomas shall continue to make progress towards a regular 
high school diploma until the end of the school year in which they turn twenty-two (22) years old.

Special Education Diploma

A special education diploma shall be awarded to students who have not met the requirements for a 
regular high school diploma but have:5

1. Completed four (4) years of high school;

2. Made satisfactory progress on their IEP; and

3. Maintained satisfactory records of attendance and conduct.
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Occupational Diploma

Special education students who do not meet the requirements for a regular high school diploma may be 
awarded an occupational diploma if the student has:1,4

1. Completed at least four (4) years of high school;

2. Made satisfactory progress on their IEP; 

3. Maintained satisfactory records of attendance and conduct; 

4. Completed the occupational diploma Skills, Knowledge, and Experience Mastery Assessment 
(SKEMA); and

5. Has two (2) years of paid or non-paid work experience.

The decision to attain an occupational diploma shall be made at the conclusion of the student’s 10th 
grade year or two (2) academic years prior to the expected graduation date. 

Alternate Academic Diploma

Special education students who do not meet the requirements for a regular high school diploma may be 
awarded an alternate academic diploma if the student has:4

1. Completed at least four (4) years of high school; 

2. Participated in the high school alternate assessment;

3. Earned the prescribed twenty-two (22) credit minimum;

4. Made satisfactory progress on their IEP;

5. Maintained satisfactory records of attendance and conduct; and

6. Completed a transition assessment that measures postsecondary education and training, 
employment, independent living, and community involvement. 

STUDENT LOAD

All full time students in grades 9-12 shall be enrolled each semester in subjects that produce a 
minimum of five (5) units of credit for graduation per year. Students with hardships and gifted students 
may appeal this requirement to the Director of Schools and then to the Board.6

EARLY GRADUATION7

[Insert local early graduation provision, if applicable. Provision below covers the requirements 
of the Move on When Ready Act.]
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High school students shall be permitted to complete an early graduation program. Students intending to 
graduate early shall inform the school principal of this intent prior to the beginning of 9th grade or as 
soon thereafter as the intent is known.

In order to graduate early, students shall meet the following requirements:

1. Earn the required seventeen (17) credits;

2. Achieve a benchmark score for each required end-of-course exam;

3. Attain a cumulative GPA of at least 3.2 on a 4.0 scale;

4. Meet the minimum ACT or SAT benchmark score;

5. Obtain a qualifying benchmark score on a world language proficiency assessment; and

6. Complete at least two (2) types of the following courses:

a. AP;
b. IB;
c. Dual enrollment; or
d. Dual credit.

The Director of Schools shall develop administrative procedures to ensure that the early graduation 
program is conducted in accordance with state law.

Legal References Cross References

1. TCA 49-6-6001; State Board of Education Policy 2.103; 
TRR/MS 0520-01-03-.06

2. TCA 49-6-6001(b); State Board of Education Policy 2.103
3. TCA 49-6-408; State Board of Education Policy 2.103
4. TRR/MS 0520-01-03-.06; State Board of Education Policy 

2.103
5. TCA 49-6-6005; State Board of Education Policy 2.103
6. TRR/MS 0520-01-03-.06(19)
7. TCA 49-6-8103; State Board of Education Policy 2.103

Class Size Ratios 4.201
Alternative Credit Options 4.209
Honor Roll, Awards, & Class Ranking 4.602

https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-6-6001-graduation-requirements
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520.htm
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-6-6001-graduation-requirements
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-6-408-administration-of-united-states-civics-test
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520.htm
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-6-6005-special-education-diplomas
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520.htm
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-6-8103-early-high-school-graduation-program
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
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The Board of Education directs the principals at each school division (high school, middle school and 1 
elementary school) to implement procedures to record, evaluate, excuse and report to the parent/guardian 2 

a child’s absence from school. No procedure shall be implemented without the approval of the 3 
Superintendent of Schools and the Attendance Supervisor.  Principals shall review procedures and revise 4 

as needed. 5 

Copies of approved procedures shall be filed in the offices of the Superintendent, Attendance Supervisor 6 

and each principal. A copy of the procedures shall be distributed to all students at the beginning of each 7 
school year. 8 

This policy and the related procedures in no way supersede state or federal laws relative to school 9 
attendance. Student attendance records shall receive the same level of confidentiality as other student 10 
records. Only authorized school officials with legitimate educational purposes may have access to 11 

student attendance information without the consent of the parent/guardian (or adult student). 12 

Absences shall be classified as either excused or unexcused as determined by the principal/designee. 13 

Excused absences shall include:1 14 

1. Personal illness; 15 

2. Illness of immediate family member; 16 
3. Death in the family; 17 

4. Extreme weather conditions; 18 
5. Religious observances;2 19 
6. Pregnancy; 20 
7. School sponsored or school School-endorsed activities; 21 
8. Summons, subpoena, or court order; or 22 

9. Circumstances which in the judgment of the principal create emergencies over which the student 23 
has no control. 24 

Progressive Truancy Intervention Plan3 25 

Prior to referral to juvenile court, the following progressive truancy intervention plan will be 26 
implemented. 27 

Tier I 28 

Tier I of the progressive truancy intervention plan shall apply to all students within the district and 29 
include the following: 30 
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1. A conference with the student and the student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) beginning with the 3rd 1 
unexcused day; 2 

2. An attendance contract, based on the conference, signed by the student, the parent(s)/guardian(s), 3 
and an attendance supervisor or designee. The contract shall include: 4 

a. A specific description of the school’s attendance expectations for the student; 5 
b. The period for which the contract is effective; and 6 
c. Penalties for additional absences and alleged school offenses, including additional 7 

disciplinary action and potential referral to juvenile court; and 8 
3. Regularly scheduled follow-up meetings to discuss the student’s progress. 9 

Tier II 10 

If a student accumulates additional unexcused absences in violation of the attendance contract in Tier I, 11 

beginning with the 8th unexcused day, the student will be subject to Tier II. 12 

Under this tier, a school district employee shall conduct an individualized assessment detailing the 13 
reasons a student has been absent from school. The employee may refer the student to counseling, 14 

community-based services, or other services to address the student’s attendance problems. 15 

Tier III 16 

This tier shall be implemented if the truancy interventions under Tier II are unsuccessful, beginning with 17 
the 12th unexcused day. 18 

The interventions shall address student needs in an age-appropriate manner. Finalized plans shall be 19 

approved by the Superintendent of Schools/designee.    20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________  

Legal References 

 

 

1. TRR/MS 0520-01-02-.17(1)(c); State Board of 

Education Policy 4.100 

2. TCA 49-6-2904(b)(5) 

3. TCA 49-6-3007; TCA 49-6-3009;  Public Acts 

of 2021, Chapter No. 223 
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General 1 

Attendance is a key factor in student achievement; therefore, students are expected to be present each 2 

day school is in session.  3 

The Director of Schools/designee shall ensure that this policy is posted in each school building and 4 

disseminated to all students, parent(s)/guardian(s), teachers, and administrative staff. 5 

The Attendance Supervisor shall oversee the entire attendance program which shall include:1 6 

1. All accounting and reporting procedures and their dissemination; 7 
 8 

2. Alternative program options for students who severely fail to meet minimum attendance      9 
requirements; 10 
 11 

3. Ensuring that all school age children attend school; 12 
 13 

4. Providing documentation of enrollment status upon request for students applying for new or 14 
reinstatement of driver's permit or license; and  15 

 16 
5. Notifying the Department of Safety whenever a student with a driver's permit or license  17 

withdraws from school.2 18 
 

Student attendance records shall be given the same level of confidentiality as other student records.  19 

Only authorized school officials with legitimate educational purposes may have access to student 20 
information without the consent of the student or parent(s)/guardian(s).3 21 

Absences shall be classified as either excused or unexcused as determined by the principal/designee.  22 
Excused absences shall include:4 23 

1. Personal illness/injury; 24 
 25 

2. Illness of immediate family member; 26 
 27 

3. Death in the family; 28 

 29 
4. Extreme weather conditions; 30 

 31 
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5. Religious observances;5  1 
 2 

6. Pregnancy;  3 
 4 

7. School endorsed activities; 5 
 6 

8. Summons, subpoena, or court order; or 7 

 8 
9. Circumstances which in the judgment of the principal create emergencies over which the 9 

student has no control. 10 

The principal shall be responsible for ensuring that:6 11 

 1.  Attendance is checked and reported daily for each class; 12 
  13 

2.  Daily absentee sheets contain sign in/sign out sheets and indicate students present or absent        14 
     for the majority of the day; 15 

 3.  All student absences are verified; 16 

 4.  Written excuses are submitted for absences and tardiness; and 17 

 5.  System-wide procedures for accounting and reporting are followed. 18 

TRUANCY 19 

Annually, the Director of Schools/designee will provide written notice to parent(s)/guardian(s) that 20 
attendance at school is required. Students shall be present at least fifty percent (50%) of the scheduled 21 
school day in order to be counted present. Students may attend part-time days, alternating days, or for a 22 

specific amount of time as indicated in their Individualized Education Plan or 504 Plan and shall be 23 
considered present for school attendance purposes. If a student is required to participate in a remedial 24 

instruction program outside of the regular school day where there is no cost to the parent(s)/guardian(s) 25 
and the school district provides transportation, unexcused absences from these programs shall be 26 
reported in the same manner.7 27 

A student who is absent five (5) days without adequate excuse shall be reported to the Director of 28 
Schools/designee who will, in turn, provide written notice to the parent(s)/guardian(s) of the student's 29 
absence. If a parent/guardian does not provide documentation within adequate time excusing those 30 

absences or request an attendance hearing, then the Director of Schools shall implement the progressive 31 

truancy intervention plan described below prior to referral to juvenile court. 32 

Progressive Truancy Plan8 33 

Tier I of the progressive truancy plan shall apply to all students within the district and include schoolwide 34 
prevention-oriented supports to assist with satisfactory attendance. These supports shall include, but are 35 
not limited to, [insert local practices as to these schoolwide prevention-oriented supports]. 36 
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Tier II of the progressive truancy plan shall be implemented after the student accumulates five (5) 1 
unexcused absences, but before referral to juvenile court, and includes the following: 2 

1. A conference with the student and the student’s parent(s)/guardian(s); 3 
 4 

2. An attendance contract, based on the conference, signed by the student, the parent(s)/guardian(s), 5 
and the Attendance Supervisor/designee. The contract shall include: 6 
 7 

a. A specific description of the school’s attendance expectations for the student; 8 
b. The period for which the contract is effective; and 9 
c. Penalties for additional absences and alleged school offenses, including additional 10 

disciplinary action and potential referral to juvenile court. 11 
 12 

3. Regularly scheduled follow-up meetings to discuss the student’s progress; and 13 
 14 

4. A school employee shall conduct an individualized assessment detailing the reasons a student 15 
has been absent from school. The employee may refer the student to counseling, community-16 

based services, or other services to address the student’s attendance problems. 17 

Tier III shall be implemented if the truancy interventions under Tier II are unsuccessful. Tier III shall 18 
consist of the following interventions: ________ [e.g., school-based community services;  19 

participation in a school-based restorative justice program; referral to a school-based teen court; 20 
Saturday or after-school courses designed to improve attendance and behavior]. The interventions 21 

shall address students’ needs in an age-appropriate manner. Finalized plans shall be approved by the 22 
Director of Schools/designee.   23 

NON-SCHOOL SPONSORED EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITY9 24 

A principal/designee may excuse a student to participate in non-school sponsored extracurricular 25 

activities. The principal shall document the approval in writing and shall excuse no more than ten (10) 26 
absences each school year. No later than seven (7) business days prior to the student’s absence, the 27 
student shall provide documentation to the school as proof of the student’s participation along with a 28 

written request for the excused absence from the student’s parent/guardian. The request shall include 29 
the following: 30 

1. Student’s name and personal identification number; 31 

 32 
2. Student’s grade; 33 

 34 

3. The dates of the student’s absence; 35 
 36 

4. The reason for the student’s absence; and 37 
 38 

5. The signatures of the student and parent/guardian. 39 
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RELEASED TIME COURSE10 1 

A principal/designee may excuse a student to attend a course in religious moral instruction for up to 2 

one (1) class period per school day. Students shall not be excused during any class which requires an 3 
examination for state or federal accountability purposes. 4 

Students shall only be permitted to attend courses provided by entities that certify in writing that they 5 
have complied with the background check requirements outlined in state law.11 The student shall 6 
submit a written consent form signed by the student’s parent/guardian prior to participation in the 7 

released time course. The principal/designee shall document the approval in writing. The student shall 8 
provide documentation to the principal/designee as proof of the student’s participation in the released 9 
time course. 10 

The district shall not be responsible for transporting students to and from the place of instruction. 11 

[Include the following language if the Board wants to allow students to receive credit for these 12 
courses: Upon submission of the student’s transcript from the entity that provided the released time 13 
course, the student may be awarded one (1) unit of elective credit. The Director of Schools shall 14 

develop procedures with secular criteria for determining whether credit shall be awarded.]  15 

MAKE-UP WORK 16 

[Insert local practices concerning make-up work.] 17 

STATE-MANDATED ASSESSMENT 18 

Students who are absent the day of the scheduled end-of-course (EOC) exams shall present a signed 19 
doctor’s excuse or have been given an excused release by the principal prior to testing to receive an 20 

excused absence. Students who have excused absences will be allowed to take a make-up exam. 21 
Excused students will receive an incomplete in the course until they have taken the EOC exam.  22 

Students who have an unexcused absence shall receive a failing grade on the EOC exam which shall be 23 

averaged into their final grade.  24 

CREDIT/PROMOTION DENIAL 25 

Credit/promotion denial determinations may include student attendance; however, student attendance 26 

may not be the sole criterion.12 If attendance is a factor prior to credit/promotion denial, the following 27 
shall occur: 28 

1. The student and the parent(s)/guardian(s) shall be advised if the student is in danger of 29 
credit/promotion denial due to excessive absenteeism; and  30 
 31 

2. Procedures in due process are available to the student when credit or promotion is denied. 32 

DRIVER'S LICENSE REVOCATION2 33 
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A student who has more than ten (10) consecutive or fifteen (15) unexcused absences during any 1 
semester shall be ineligible to retain a driver's permit or license. 2 

ATTENDANCE HEARING13 3 

Students with excessive (more than five (5)) unexcused absences or those in danger of credit/promotion 4 
denial shall have the opportunity to appeal to an attendance hearing committee appointed by the 5 
principal. If the student chooses to appeal, the student or his/her parent(s)/guardian(s) shall be provided 6 
written or actual notice of the appeal hearing and shall be given the opportunity to address the committee. 7 

The committee will conduct a hearing to determine if any extenuating circumstances exist to excuse an  8 
absence(s) or to determine if the student has met attendance requirements that will allow him/her to pass 9 
the course or be promoted. Upon notification of the attendance committee decision, the principal shall 10 
send written notification to the Director of Schools/designee and the parent(s)/guardian(s) of the student 11 

of any action taken regarding the excessive unexcused absences. The notification shall advise 12 
parent(s)/guardian(s) of their right to appeal such action within two (2) school days to the Director of 13 
Schools/designee. 14 

The appeal shall be heard no later than ten (10) school days after the request for appeal is received. 15 

Within five (5) school days of the Director of Schools/designee rendering a decision, the student's 16 

parent(s)/guardian(s) may request a hearing by the Board, and the Board shall review the record.  17 
Following the review, the Board may affirm or overturn the decision of the Director of Schools/designee. 18 
The action of the Board shall be final. 19 

  

Legal References 

 

Cross References 

1. TCA 49-6-3006 

2. TCA 49-6-3017(c) 

3. 20 USCA § 1232g 

4. TRR/MS 0520-01-02-.17(5); State Board of 

Education Policy 4.100 

5. TCA 49-6-2904(b)(5) 

6. TCA 49-6-3007 

7. TCA 49-6-3021 

8. TCA 49-6-3007; TCA 49-6-3009 

9. TCA 49-6-3022 

10. TCA 49-2-130 

11. Public Acts of 2025, Chapter No. 401 

12. TCA 49-2-203(b)(7); TCA 49-6-3002(b) 

13. TRR/MS 0520-01-02-.17(7) 

 

 

School Calendar 1.800 

Extracurricular Activities 4.300 

Interscholastic Athletics 4.301 

Field Trips/Excursions/Competitions 4.302 

Reporting Student Progress 4.601 

Promotion and Retention 4.603 

Recognition of Religious Beliefs, Customs, & Holidays   4.803 

Voluntary Pre-K Attendance 6.2011 

Homeless Students 6.503 

Students in Foster Care 6.505 

Students from Military Families 6.506 

Student Records 6.600 

 

https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-6-3006-attendance-supervisor
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-6-3017-minors-withdrawn-from-secondary-school-denial-of-motor-vehicle-license-or-permit
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=(title:20%20section:1232g%20edition:prelim)%20OR%20(granuleid:USC-prelim-title20-section1232g)&f=treesort&edition=prelim&num=0&jumpTo=true
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520.htm
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-6-2904-rights-of-students
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-6-3007-list-of-students-reports-of-attendance-enforcement-of-compulsory-attendance-list-of-truant-students
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-6-3021-remedial-instruction-outside-of-regular-school-day
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-6-3007-list-of-students-reports-of-attendance-enforcement-of-compulsory-attendance-list-of-truant-students
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-6-3009-educational-neglect-progressive-truancy-plans-that-implement-tiers-of-intervention-referral-to-juvenile-court
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-6-3022-excused-absence-for-participation-in-nonschool-sponsored-extracurricular-activity
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-2-130-policy-excusing-student-to-attend-released-time-course-in-religious-moral-instruction-authorized-requirements-liability-credit
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/114/pub/pc0401.pdf
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-2-203-duties-and-powers
https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-§-49-6-3002-state-attendance-guidelines-no-penalty-for-period-of-hospital-or-homebound-instruction
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520.htm
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TENNESSEE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE POLICY 4.100 

  
 

I. Compulsory Attendance 
 

(1) The compulsory attendance law requires all children in Tennessee to attend school 
between six (6) and seventeen (17) years of age, both inclusive. T.C.A. §§ 49-6-3001 and 
49-6-3005 provide that the following children may be exempt from the compulsory 
attendance law: 

 
(a) Children mentally or physically incapacitated to perform school duties, with the 

disability attested to by a duly licensed physician in all cases; 
 

(b) Children who have completed high school and hold a high school diploma or other 
certificate of graduation; 

 
(c) Children enrolled and making satisfactory progress in a course of instruction 

leading to a high school equivalency diploma; 
 

(d) Children temporarily excused from attendance in school under rules and 
regulations promulgated by the State Board of Education, which rules and 
regulations shall not be in conflict with T.C.A. § 50-5-103 or any other law 
governing child labor in this state; 

 
(e) Children participating in a program of hospital or homebound instruction 

administered or approved by the LEA; 
 

(f) Children six (6) years of age or under whose parent or guardian have filed a notice 
of intent to conduct a home school as provided by T.C.A. § 49-6-3001 or who are 
conducting a home school as provided by T.C.A. § 49-6-3050; 

 
(g) Children enrolled in a home school who have reached seventeen (17) years of 

age; and 
 

(h) Children who have attained their seventeenth (17th) birthday and whose 
continued compulsory attendance, in the opinion of the local board of education 
in charge of the school to which the children belong and are enrolled, results in 
detriment to good order and discipline and to the instruction of other students 
and is not of substantial benefit to the children. 

 
II. Excused Absences 

 
(1) A school principal may excuse a student from school attendance to participate in a non- 

school-sponsored extracurricular activity if the following conditions are met: 
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TENNESSEE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE POLICY 4.100 

  
 

(a) The student provides documentation to the school as proof of the student's 
participation in the non-school-sponsored extracurricular activity; 

 
(b) The student's parent, custodian, or other person with legal custody or control of 

the student, prior to the extracurricular activity, submits to the principal or the 
principal's designee a written request for the excused absence.  The written 
request shall be submitted no later than seven (7) business days prior to the 
student's absence; and 

 
(c) The principal or the principal's designee approves, in writing, the student's 

participation in the non-school-sponsored extracurricular activity. 
 

(2) The principal may limit the number and duration of non-school-sponsored extracurricular 
activities for which excused absences may be granted to a student during the school year. 
 

(3) The principal shall excuse no more than ten (10) absences each school year for students 
participating in non-school-sponsored extracurricular activities. 
 

(4) If a student is absent pursuant to a summons, subpoena, court order, or other legal 
requirement, then the student's absence shall be an excused absence, and the student 
shall be afforded the opportunity to complete all assignments missed. This does not apply 
to absences related to a criminal or delinquent act pursuant to T.C.A. § 37-1-134 and 
T.C.A. § 37-1-1114(c). 
 

(5) If a student misses a class or day of school because of the observance of a day set aside 
as sacred by a recognized religious denomination of which the student is a member or 
adherent, where such religion calls for special observances of such a day, then the student’s 
absence shall be an excused absence and the student shall be afforded the opportunity 
to complete all assignments missed without imposition of any penalty because of the 
absence. 
 

(6) If a student's parent or legal guardian is a member of the United States armed forces, 
including a member of a state National Guard or a reserve component called to federal 
active duty, a public school principal shall give the student: 

 
(a) An excused absence for one (1) day when the member is deployed; 

 
(b) An additional excused absence for one (1) day when the service member returns 

from deployment; 
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TENNESSEE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE POLICY 4.100 

  
 

(c) Excused absences for up to ten (10) days for visitation when the member is 
granted rest and recuperation leave and is stationed out of the country; 

 
(d) Excused absences for up to ten (10) days cumulatively within the school year for 

visitation during the member's deployment cycle. The student shall provide 
documentation to the school as proof of the service member's deployment; and 

 
(e) The opportunity to make up school work missed and shall not have their class 

grades adversely affected for lack of class attendance or class participation due 
to the excused absence. 

 
(7) Local boards of education may adopt a policy that excuses a student from school to attend 

a released time course in religious moral instruction for up to one (1) class period during 
each school week in compliance with T.C.A. § 49-2-130. 

 
III. Students Counted as Present  

 
(1) Students serving in-school suspension and receiving educational services shall be counted 

as present.   
 

(2) Students receiving homebound instruction shall be counted as present.  
 

(3) Students who serve as pages for the General Assembly during the school year, either at 
regular or special sessions, shall be credited as present. The student’s participation as a 
page shall not be counted as an absence, either excused or unexcused. 
 

(4) Students participating in school-sponsored events shall be counted present provided the 
events or activities are school directed, related to an instructional activity, and have prior 
approval of the local board of education. 

 
(5) Students participating in an activity or program sponsored by 4-H shall be counted 

present provided the program or activity does not occur during the schedule established 
by the Commissioner of Education for the administration of the Tennessee 
comprehensive assessment program (TCAP) and/or any period of time for which the 
student has been suspended, expelled, or assigned to an alternative school or program. 
 

(6) LEAs may adopt a policy allowing high school students participating in postsecondary 
school visits to be counted as present. Students shall only be counted present the day of 
the postsecondary visit and shall not be counted during any travel days. If an LEA adopts 
such a policy, the policy shall include:  
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(a) The number of days a student may be counted present for postsecondary school 

visits;  
 

(b) A requirement of prior notice from a parent or legal guardian specifying the date 
of the postsecondary school visit;  

 
(c) A specific procedure for documenting that a student visit to a postsecondary 

school occurred, such as a signed letter or form from a campus official of the 
postsecondary institution;  

 
(d) A requirement for students to complete all school work missed during a 

postsecondary school visit;  
 

(e) A provision specifying that postsecondary school visits are not required of any 
student; and  

 
(f) A provision specifying that the student’s parent or guardian, not the district, are 

solely responsible for facilitating postsecondary school visits and for ensuring the 
safety of students during the visit.  
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Employees Teachers who are directly responsible for a student’s education or other employees who 1 

otherwise interact within the scope of their assigned duties with students on a professional basis may 2 
relocate a student from the student’s present location to another location when such relocation is 3 
necessary for the student’s safety or the safety of others.1 If relocation is necessary, the process will 4 
comply with all special education laws. Such employees may also intervene in a physical altercation 5 

between two or more students or between a student and an LEA employee.  Reasonable force may be 6 
used to physically relocate or intervene in a conflict if a student is unwilling to cooperate.2  7 

If an employee is unable to resolve the matter with the use of reasonable or justifiable force as required, 8 

the student shall be allowed to remain in place until such a time as local law enforcement officers or 9 
school resource officers can be summoned to relocate the student or take the student into custody until 10 

such a time as a parent or guardian can retrieve the student. 11 

In the event that physical relocation becomes necessary, the teacher shall immediately file a brief report 12 
of the incident with the building principal. If the student's behavior constitutes a violation of the Board's 13 

zero tolerance policy, then the report shall be placed in the student's permanent record. Otherwise, the 14 
report shall be kept in the student's discipline record, and not become a part of that student's permanent 15 

record.  The principal or the principal’s designee shall notify the teacher involved of the actions taken to 16 

address the behavior of the relocated student.1 17 

The Superintendent of Schools shall create procedures to implement this policy consistent with State 18 
law. Each building principal shall fully support the employees' authority under this policy and fully 19 

implement the policy and procedures of the system. 20 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Legal References Cross References 

1. TCA 49-6-2802; Public Acts of 2021, Chapter No. 

77 

2. TCA 39-11-603; TCA 39-11-609 to 614 

Code of Conduct 6.300 

Interference/Disruption of School Activities 6.306 

Zero Tolerance Offenses 6.309 

Special Education Students 6.500 

 



Version Date: 12/19/2025

Click here to choose a school board.
Monitoring:

Review: Annually, 
in April

Descriptor Term:

Safe Relocation of Students
Descriptor Code:

6.4081
Issued Date:
Click here to 
enter a date.

Rescinds:
 

Issued:
 

Teachers who are directly responsible for a student’s education or other employees who interact with 
students on a professional basis may relocate a student from the student’s present location to another 
location when such relocation is necessary for the student’s safety or the safety of others.1 If relocation 
is necessary, the process will comply with all special education laws. Such employees may also 
intervene in a physical altercation between two (2) or more students or between a student and a district 
employee. Reasonable or justifiable force may be used to physically relocate or intervene in a conflict 
if a student is unwilling to cooperate.2 If an employee is unable to resolve the matter with the use of 
reasonable or justifiable force, the student shall be allowed to remain in place until local law 
enforcement officers or school resource officers can be summoned to relocate the student or take the 
student into custody until a parent/guardian can retrieve the student.

In the event that physical relocation becomes necessary, the employee shall immediately file a brief 
report of the incident with the principal. If the student's behavior constitutes a violation of the Board's 
zero tolerance policy, the report shall be placed in the student's permanent record. Otherwise, the report 
shall be kept in the student's discipline record and not become a part of that student's permanent record. 
The principal/designee shall notify the employee involved of the actions taken to address the behavior 
of the relocated student.1

The Director of Schools shall develop administrative procedures regarding the safe relocation of 
students consistent with state law. Each principal shall fully support the employees' authority to 
relocate a student and ensure appropriate implementation and reporting.

Legal References Cross References

1. TCA 49-6-2802
2. TCA 39-11-603; TCA 39-11-609; TCA 39-11-610; 

TCA 39-11-611; TCA 39-11-612; TCA 39-11-613; 
TCA 39-11-614; TCA 49-6-4107

Code of Conduct 6.300
Interference/Disruption of School Activities 6.306
Zero Tolerance Offenses 6.309
Special Education Students 6.500
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https://legal.tsba.net/state-statutes/t-c-a-%c2%a7-49-6-4107-use-of-reasonable-force
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Act

49-6-2802. Policy regarding relocation of student — Use of reasonable or
justifiable force — Intervention in physical altercation.

(a)

(1) Each local board of education and each public charter school governing body shall adopt a policy

regarding a teacher's ability to relocate a student from the student's present location to another location

for the student's safety or for the safety of others.

(2) The use of reasonable or justifiable force, as defined in §§ 39-11-603, 39-11-609, 39-11-610, 39-

11-612, 39-11-613, 39-11-614, 39-11-621, and 39-11-622, if required to accomplish this task due to

the unwillingness of the student to cooperate, is allowed. If steps beyond the use of reasonable or

justifiable force are required, then the student must be allowed to remain in place until local law

enforcement officers or school resource officers can be summoned to relocate the student or take the

student into custody until a parent or guardian can retrieve the student.

(3) The policy required under this subsection (a) must authorize teachers to intervene in a physical

altercation between two (2) or more students, or between a student and an LEA employee or public

charter school employee, as applicable, using reasonable or justifiable force upon a student, if necessary,

to end the altercation by relocating the student to another location.

(b) The policy required under subsection (a) must:

(1) Be in effect on school property, as well as at official school-sponsored events, including, but not

limited to, sporting events and approved field trips that take place away from school property; and

(2) Cover teachers who are directly responsible for the student's education, and other LEA employees or

public charter school employees, as applicable, who interact with students on a professional basis. The
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LEA employees or public charter school employees described in this subdivision (b)(2) include, but are

not limited to, administrators, teachers, school support staff, bus drivers, cafeteria workers, and school

resource officers while the employee is acting within the scope of the employee's assigned duties.

(c) The policy required under subsection (a) must require a teacher to file a brief report with the

principal detailing the situation that required the relocation of the student. The report must be kept either

in a student discipline file, in which case the report does not become a part of the student's permanent

record, or it must be filed in the student's permanent record, if the student's behavior violated the

applicable zero tolerance policy. After the teacher files the report required under this subsection (c), the

student is subject to additional disciplinary action that may include suspension or expulsion from the

school. The principal or the principal's designee must notify the teacher involved of the actions taken to

address the behavior of the relocated student.

(d) Each principal shall fully support the authority of each teacher in the principal's school to relocate

under this section.

(e) Each principal shall implement the policies and procedures of the local board of education or public

charter school governing body, as applicable, relating to the authority of each teacher to relocate a

student and shall disseminate such policies and procedures to the students, faculty, staff, and parents or

guardians of students.

(f) The policy required under subsection (a) must comply with all state and federal laws, including the

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq.), and Section 504 of the

Rehabilitation Act (29 U.S.C. § 794).

History

Acts 2021, ch. 77, § 2.
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