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City of Franklin Regular Meeting
March 10, 2026     6:00 PM     City Hall

1. Call Meeting to Order Roll Call
2. Verification of Open Meetings Notice
I encourage residents to participate in our council meetings. Public comment is an essential 
part of our democratic process. To ensure everyone has a fair opportunity to speak, we are 
implementing a three-minute time limit for each speaker per topic during the public 
comments section. This will allow us to hear from as many community members as 
possible. We appreciate your understanding and cooperation as we work to create a space 
that is respectful and open to all.  Thank you 
3. Mayor Communications:
 
4. Consent Agenda

4.a. Minutes of the previous meetings
4.b. Treasurer's Report
4.c. Budget Report
4.d. CLAIMS 

• All approved claims, except for Duncan Welding, will be processed in a separate 
motion. 

4.e. Permits: Stacey James; addition to existing structure.
4.f. Franklin County Sheriff's report 
4.g. Two Rivers Public Health Department District 

• The application for the swimming pool inspections and permitting was 
submitted on March 4, 2026.

• The fee is $200 each year for the inspection. This fee is included in the claims 
process. 

5. Discussion and Action Items
5.a. Discussion and action approval of a $212.10 invoice from Duncan Welding for services 
to the City of Franklin.
5.b. Discussion with Todd Siel, General Manager of Lower Republican Natural 
Resource District on the upcoming agreement renewal terms for January 2029
5.c. Resolutions to consider and pass: 

5.c.1. Resolution 2026-01  
• Franklin Housing Authority DBA Golden Age Village, Franklin, Nebraska

5.c.2. Resolution 2026-02  
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• 2026 Vacant Property Registry Program - Appoint program Adminstrator 
5.d. Ordinances

5.d.1. ORDINANCE No. 967
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF FRANKLIN, NEBRASKA PERTAINING TO 
THE KEEPING OF INOPERABLE AND UNLICENSED VEHICLES; TO DECLARE 
SUCH VEHICLES TO BE A NUISANCE; TO AMEND SEC. 6-360 OF THE 
MUNICIPAL CODE; TO REPEAL THE ORIGINAL SECTION; TO PROVIDE FOR 
PUBLICATION IN PAMPHLET FORM; AND TO DECLARE AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. AMENDED MARCH 10, 2026 
5.d.2. ORDINANCE 968  - VACANT PROPERTY REGISTRY (VPR)

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF FRANKLIN, FRANKLIN COUNTY, NEBRASKA TO 
ADOPT VACANT PROPERTY REGISTRATION PROVISIONS AS PART OF CHAPTER 4 
ARTICLE 3, and add Section 4-310 Registration of Vacant Properties  TO THE CITY 
OF FRANKLIN,  MUNICIPAL CODE; TO REPEAL ANY CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO 
ORDER THE PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET FORM; 

5.e. Discussion and action on 2026 Vacant Property Registry Program — Agreement 
with SCEDD (South Central Economic Development District) 
5.f. Discussion and action on One & Six year plan submitted by Barry Rubendall 
5.g. Discussion and action on approving a surplus item of spring tooth harrow from the 
street department.
5.h. Discussion and action on swimming pool opening, hiring a manager, setting wages, 
and setting admission rates. 
5.i. Discussion and action approving payment to RMV Construction LLC for 
$122,815.80 for rehabilitation construction work of: general conditions and site costs 
including continued demolition work (now at 98% complete), structural steel (front steel 
beam was being fabricated), rough carpentry work (floor sheathing, all framing), liner 
(vapor barrier work below walls), and fees.
5.j. Discussion and action on approving Erickson Sullivan Architects invoice for 
$3712.50 for engineering management services.
5.k. Discussion and action approve payment to SCEDD (South Central Economic 
Development District) of $4,950.00 for the Grant Administration benchmark spending 
50% of rehabilitation expenses met.
5.l. Discussion and action approve reimbursement of payment request for NAHTF funds 
payment #8 

• RMV Construction                 $122,815.80
• Erickson Sullivan Arch.          $  3,712.50
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• SCEDD                                 $    4,950.00
• Total Trust funds requested: $131,478.30

5.m. Discussion and action the park committee met on Thursday, February 26, 2026, 
and scored for the following items below, the contractors that were chosen: 

• Shelter: Purchased from Paulsen’s Automotive (Jr Stover contact) for 
$14,739.30.

• Concrete: Bid awarded to Morten Construction out of Kearney for $17,932.00.
• Globe Lighting: Contract awarded to Dutton Lansing Company to replace 25 

globe lights for $37,233.50.
5.n. Discussion on Committee updates:  

• Personnel Manual: Marg, Dave Platt, and Raquel
• Safety committee review: Dave Duncan and Sandy Urbina
• Dave Platt — open house at the Power Plant

6. Public Comments
7. Adjourn
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Cornerstone Bank & SCSB for MARCH 10, 2026 meeting

Beginging Balance $780,021.39

Credit Transactions $336,148.37

Debit Transactions $258,487.60

ending bank balance $857,682.16

C & D Enterprise Fund $80,410.02

Farmers State Bank Trust/ Health Acct $65,880.27

TOTAL OF ALL CHECKING ACCOUNTS $1,003,972.45

CD BALANCES CORNERSTONE BANK (CBS) CERTIFICATE VALUE INTEREST EARNED RATE MATURITY DATE ACCOUNT TERM

CSB CD#114064 $55,647.70 $0.00 3.70% 08/05/2026 7 MONTHS

CSB CD# 115430 $283,904.00 $992.36 3.70% 9/20/2026 7 MONTHS
CSB CD#127419 $156,351.81 $0.00 3.84% 7/9/2026 7 MONTHS

CSB CD#128049 $308,912.26 $0.00 3.70% 08/06/2026 7 MONTHS
CSB CD#128711 $181,667.20 $569.09 3.70% 08/26/2026 7 MONTHS
CSB CD#135024 $78,656.61 $0.00 3.70% 8/26/2026 7 MONTHS
CSB CD#137368 $57,579.99 $0.00 3.99% 5/9/2026 7  MONTHS

CSB CD#137370 $57,040.72 $0.00 3.99% 5/9/2026 7 MONTHS

Total CBS: $1,179,760.29 $1,561.45

SOUTH CENTRAL STATE BANK (SCSB) CERTIFICATE VALUE INTEREST EARNED RATE MATURITY DATE ACCOUNT TERM

SCSB CD#405884 $55,430.48 $0.00 3.70% 06/07/2026 5 MONTHS

SCSB CD#405922 $452,080.68 $0.00 3.89% 3/21/2026 5 MONTHS
SCSB CD#405923 $333,825.92 $0.00 3.89% 03/21/2026 5 MONTHS

Total SCSB: $841,337.08 $0.00

Total CD's Investments: $2,021,097.37 $1,561.45

GRAND TOTAL CHECKING & CD'S: $3,025,069.82







































Paid Claims, reviewed and approved at MARCH 
10, 2026

by Council members Platt, 
Stephens, Urbina, Duncan

Date Vendor Amount Item

2/27/26 Aflac $636.26 Insurance

2/2/26 BCBS $10,589.32 Insurance

2/17/26 Black Hills Energy $344.59 gas bill

02/24/26 Conservice/GitSit $265.43 overpayment on utility bill

03/11/26 CPI $193.95 Fuel

02/06/26 Delta Dental $581.28 Insurance

2/17/26 EFTPS $4,606.69 Payroll taxes

2/27/26 EFTPS $4,162.23 Payroll taxes

2/24/26 Elizabeth Bullock $110.94 meter deposit refund

3/11/26 Erickson Sullivan Architects $3,712.50 NAHTF INV#12-35024/Apartments

3/11/26 Felzien, Karsen $390.00 Registration & ads for ball park/pool

2/11/26 Freedom Claims $3,000.00 insurance

2/4/26 Glenwood Telecom. $534.31 phone/internet

2/25/26 Hometown Leasing $423.78 lease agreement

03/11/2026 Madison National Life Ins $56.30 insurance

2/3/26 MG Trust $2,668.90 Payroll retirement

02/19/26 MG Trust $2,492.46 Payroll retirement

3/2/26 MG Trust $2,301.98 Payroll retirement

2/18/26 NE Dept of Rev $7,437.73 Sales Tax

2/26/26 NE Dept of Rev $1,863.27 Payroll 

2/28/26 Nuesynergy inc $653.66 payroll/fsa/dca employee accounts

02/13/2026 Payroll $14,636.65 Payroll

2/27/26 Payroll $13,291.51 Payroll
2/5/2026 Quadient Finance/postage $350.00 Postage

3/11/2026 RMV Construction LLC $122,815.80 Pymt#8 construction NAHTF Marcellus bld

3/11/2026 SCEDD $4,950.00 NAHTF 50%/Rehab. Apartment bldg

3/15/26 Southern Public Power Dist $1,684.00 power/water wells

03/11/2026 Text my Gov $2,800.00 Software agreement app 4/26-3/27

03/11/2026 US Bank $5,338.09 supplies/maint/fuel/

3/17/26 Verizon $79.95 phone

02/02/26 VSP $174.39 Insurance

03/11/2026 WAPA $5,969.17 Power 

TOTAL CLAIMS REPORT: $219,115.14



















  Franklin County Sheriffs Office

                                            Bryon Detlefsen, Sheriff
                  405 15th Avenue                                     Office: (308) 425-6231                          
                  P.O. Box 292                                              Fax: (308) 425-3261                                                                        
                 Franklin, NE. 68939                           sheriff@franklincountyne.gov
______________________________________________________________________________________

Monthly Report for the City of Franklin

The following report is activity for the month of February 2026

Dispatch received 67 calls that generated a number in our CAD system 
regarding activities within the City Limits, 

Deputies patrolled 123 hours.

In addition to patrol hours Deputies had 92 hours spent on calls, w had one 
assault, one 911 hangup, one burning without permit, two citizen 
complaints, one citizen assist, one coroner call, one suspicious activity, one 
theft, two child welfare checks, and served one search warrant. 

Sheriff Bryon Detlefsen

































 

RESOLUTION # 2026-01 
 

CITY OF FRANKLIN, NEBRASKA 
 

​ WHEREAS, the City of Franklin on February 28, 1978 recognized the Franklin Housing 
Authority of the City of Franklin, Nebraska DBA Golden Age Village with an address of 1100 K 
Street, Franklin, NE 68939, and  

​ WHEREAS, City officials are unable to locate the original resolution from 1978, and 

​ WHEREAS, the City wishes to reaffirm Franklin Housing Authority of the City of 
Franklin, Nebraska DBA Golden Age Village with an address of 1100 K Street, Franklin, NE 
68939.  

​ NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Franklin reaffirms its recognition of 

the Franklin Housing Authority of the City of Franklin, Nebraska DBA Golden Age Village with 

an address of 1100 K Street, Franklin, NE 68939. 

Adopted this 10th day of March, 2026, at Franklin, Nebraska. 

 

ATTEST:​ ​ ​ ​ ​ City Council, 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Franklin, Nebraska 

 

____________________________​ ​ ____________________________________ 
Raquel Felzien, City Clerk ​ ​ ​ Margaret M. Siel, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Notary Signature 
 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Council member: ________________ 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Moved the adoption of said Resolution; 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Roll Call:  ___________ YES  ___________ NO 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Resolution adopted, signed and billed as adopted. 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 2026-02

VACANT PROPERTY PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF FRANKLIN, 
NEBRASKA, that:

Whereas, The City desires to appoint a Vacant Property Program Administrator 
pursuant to § CHAPTER 4 ARTICLE 3, Section 4-310(C) Vacant Property Registration 
of the City of Franklin, Municipal Code. 

Whereas, South Central Economic Development District, Inc., (SCEDD) is fully 
prepared, capable, and qualified to serve as the Vacant Property Program Administrator 
for the City.

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the City approves the appointment of South Central 
Economic Development District, Inc., to act as Vacant Property Program Administrator 
for the City, and that the Mayor is authorized to sign this Resolution and that any 
ordinance or resolution in conflict with this Resolution is hereby repealed to any part in 
conflict herewith.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 10TH day of MARCH, 2026.

        Margaret M. Siel, Mayor
ATTEST:

(SEAL)

__________________________________
Raquel Felzien, City Clerk



ORDINANCE No. 967

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF FRANKLIN, NEBRASKA PERTAINING TO THE 
KEEPING OF INOPERABLE AND UNLICENSED VEHICLES; TO DECLARE SUCH 
VEHICLES TO BE A NUISANCE; TO AMEND SEC. 6-327 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE; 
TO REPEAL SEC. 56-360, ADOPTED ON SEPTEMBER 10, 2024, OF THE MUNICIPAL 
CODE; TO REPEAL THE ORIGINAL SECTION6-327; TO PROVIDE FOR PUBLICATION 
IN PAMPHLET FORM; AND TO DECLARE AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FRANKLIN, 
NEBRASKA:

Section 1. That Section 6-327 of the Municipal Code of the City of Franklin, Nebraska, is hereby 
amended to read as follows:

6-327 KEEPING OF INOPERABLE OR UNLICENSED VEHICLES; EXCEPTIONS. 
Inoperable vehicles and unlicensed automobiles and trucks which are kept in violation of this 
Section are hereby declared to be a nuisance.

No person who is in charge or control of any property within the City, whether as 
owner, tenant, occupant, lessee, or otherwise, shall allow any inoperable vehicle or 
any unlicensed automobile or truck to remain upon such property for longer than thirty 
(30) days. This provision shall not be apply to:

1. A vehicle held for sale by a licensed motor vehicle dealer.

2. A vehicle on the premises of a business enterprise operated in a lawful place and manner 
when the vehicle is necessary to the lawful operation of the business.

3. A vehicle which is kept or stored in an enclosed building; or which is which is screened 
from any public place or public right-of-way by means of a solid opaque fence of sufficient 
size, shape, and density to obscure the vehicle from ordinary public view and to prohibit 
ready access to children.  In no case shall any cover placed over a vehicle constitute 
adequate screening.

4. A vehicle kept in a junkyard which complies with all zoning requirements of the City of 
Franklin, and which complies with all laws and regulations of the State of Nebraska.

Any person who is convicted of violation of the provisions of this Section shall, as a part 
of the judgment on conviction and in addition to the fine or other penalty to be assessed, be 
required to remove any inoperable vehicle or unlicensed automobile or truck from his or 
her premises. If the person fails to remove such a vehicle, then the City of Franklin may 
remove it and place it in an impoundment facility within the city. Within five (5) working 
days after such removal and impoundment, the City Clerk shall give written notice of such 
removal and impoundment by certified mail or by personal service to the last registered 
owner of the vehicle, to any lien holders of record, and to the owner or occupant of the 
property from which the vehicle was removed advising them of the removal and 
impoundment of the vehicle. If the vehicle is not claimed by any of such persons within 



two weeks from the date of their receipt of notice, then the vehicle shall be deemed to be 
an abandoned vehicle and shall be subject to the provisions of §6-345 of this Code. Any 
person who claims a vehicle from the impoundment facility shall be required to pay the 
cost of removal and storage before the vehicle will be released.

Section 2. The original provisions of Sec. 6-327 of the Municipal Code are hereby repealed.

Section 3. The original provisions of Sec. 6-360 of the Municipal Code are hereby repealed.

Section 4. This ordinance shall be published in pamphlet form as part of the Municipal Code of 
the City of Franklin, Nebraska.

Section 5. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage, approval, 
and publication according to law.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 10TH day of MARCH, 2026.

APPROVED:

____________________________.
Margaret Siel, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________.
Raquel Felzien, City Clerk. 

(SEAL)



CITY OF FRANKLIN

ORDINANCE NO.  968

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF FRANKLIN, FRANKLIN COUNTY, NEBRASKA TO ADOPT VACANT 
PROPERTY REGISTRATION PROVISIONS AS PART OF CHAPTER 4 ARTICLE 3, AND ADD SECTION 4-310 

REGISTRATION OF VACANT PROPERTIES  TO THE CITY OF FRANKLIN,  MUNICIPAL CODE; TO REPEAL ANY 
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO ORDER THE PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET FORM; 

TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FRANKLIN, FRANKLIN NEBRASKA 
that:

SECTION 1: That Chapter 4 Health and Sanitation, Article 3, Nuisances and Pollution of the Municipal 
Code of the City of Franklin, Nebraska be amended to add the following:   

4-310: VACANT PROPERTY REGISTRATION

(A) FINDINGS

The City of Franklin finds and declares that:

(1) Vacant properties have the potential to create a host of problems for the City, including a 
propensity to foster criminal activity, create public health problems, and otherwise diminish 
quality of life;

(2) Vacant properties have the potential to reduce the value of area properties, increase the risk of 
property damage through arson and vandalism, and discourage neighborhood stability;

(3) Vacant properties represent unrealized economic growth in Nebraska communities;
(4) A vacant property registration ordinance will allow the City to discourage property vacancy, 

maintain unoccupied buildings, create a database of vacant properties and their owners, and 
assess fees for the increased property costs associated with vacant properties;

(5) Fees imposed under a vacant property registration ordinance have the potential to benefit the 
owners of vacant properties by helping to finance additional government services to protect 
the value and security of such properties; and;

(6) Enactment of this vacant property registration ordinance is a proper exercise of the 
governmental authority to protect the public health, safety, and welfare of community 
residents and a valid regulatory scheme.  See Neb. Rev. Stat. sec 18-1720

(B) PURPOSE

The purpose of this section is to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the City by providing 
authority for enacting vacant property registration requirements. This will allow the City to identify and 



register vacant properties, collect fees to compensate for the public cost of vacant properties, plan for 
the rehabilitation of vacant properties, and encourage the occupancy of vacant properties.

(C) DEFINITIONS

For purposes of the vacant property registration ordinance:

(1) Evidence of Vacancy means any condition or circumstance that on its own or in combination 
with other conditions or circumstances would lead a reasonable person to believe that a 
residential or commercial building is vacant. Such conditions or circumstances may include, but 
are not limited to:
a. Lack of active utility service;
b. Overgrown or dead vegetation, including grass, shrubbery, and other plantings;
c. Visible deterioration or lack of maintenance of any building or structure on the property;
d. An accumulation of abandoned personal property, trash, or other waste;
e. Graffiti or other defacement of any building or structure on the property; 
f. Building unsecured for thirty or more days, meaning that persons, animals or the elements 

of weather, using little or no effort, may access or enter the building, which is not actively 
being used as a dwelling or business property, including without limitation, by way of any 
open, unlocked, damaged, broken, weakened, compromised or missing doors, windows, or 
other building components;

g. Property sustained significant fire, wind, water, or other damage, is inhabitable, and 
diligent, consistent efforts to repair, rehabilitate, renovate, demolish, or remove the 
building are not evident within 60 days after the occurrence resulting in such damage;

h. Property boarded up for a period of more than sixty days, meaning that one or more of the 
building’s doors or windows, or door or window openings, have been covered with 
plywood, wood or metal sheeting, paneling, or other materials, other than permanently 
installed doors or windows, for the purposes of preventing persons, animals, or the 
elements of weather from entering into the building; 

i. Property not being used for the purpose it was zoned;
j. Property declared a nuisance pursuant to applicable Nebraska law or regulation or 

ordinances or regulations of the City, including without limitation Nebraska Revised Statute 
Section 18-1722 and any applicable City of Franklin  nuisance ordinances; and / or

k. Any other condition or circumstance reasonably indicating that the property is not occupied 
for residential purposes or being used for the operation of a lawful business.   

(2) Owner means the person or persons shown to be the owner or owners of record in the records 
of the county register of deeds;

(3) Residential Building means a house, a condominium, a townhouse, an apartment unit or 
building, or a trailer house; 



(4) Vacant means that a residential building or commercial building exhibits evidence of vacancy.
(5) Program Administrator shall be designated by the City, and can be  a City agency, a designated 

City official or employee, or a third party selected by the City to administer.
(D) APPLICATIONS

The City hereby adopts this vacant property registration ordinance which applies to any type of either 
residential or commercial buildings, located within the corporate limits of the City, except that a vacant 
property registration ordinance registration shall not apply to property owned by the federal 
government, the State of Nebraska, or any political subdivision thereof. This vacant property 
registration ordinance shall create a city-wide vacant property registration data base which shall be 
administered by a Program Administrator appointed by the City Council.

(E) REQUIREMENTS FOR VACANT BUILDING REGISTRATION
(1) Owners of a vacant property subject to a vacant property registration ordinance shall be 

required to register such property with the Program Administrator on forms provided by the 
Program Administrator if the property has been vacant for one hundred eighty days (180) days 
or longer. 

(2) If the Program Administrator is aware of a property that has been vacant for one hundred 
eighty days (180) days or longer which has not been registered by the owner, the Program 
Administrator shall notify the owner by certified United States mail of the owner's obligation to 
register the property within fifteen (15) days. If after fifteen (15) days, the owner has failed to 
register the vacant property, the Program Administrator can register the vacant property and 
assess the applicable fees.  Notice of the vacancy registration, fees, and the right to appeal the 
decision shall be done in accordance with section G.  

(3) A vacant property registration form shall be in either paper or electronic form, and the 
following information shall be required:
a. The name, street address, mailing address, telephone number, and, if applicable, the 

facsimile number and e-mail address of the property owner and his or her agent;
b. The street address and parcel identification number of the vacant property;
c. The transfer date of the instrument conveyed the property to the owner; and
d. The date on which the property became vacant.

(4) This vacant property registration ordinance requires payment of a fee one hundred eighty days 
after initial registration of the vacant property pursuant to subsection (1) of this section or 
three hundred sixty days after the property becomes vacant, whichever is sooner, and requires 
the payment of supplemental registration fees every six months thereafter for as long as the 
property remains on the vacant property registration data base. 
a. The initial registration fee shall be $250.00 for a residential property and $1,000.00 for a 

commercial property. 
b. The supplemental registration fee shall be double the amount of the previous fee and shall 

be paid every six (6) months after the date the initial registration fee is due; the 



supplemental registration fee shall automatically doubles every six (6) months thereafter 
until reaching a maximum supplemental registration fee of ten (10) times the initial 
registration fee amount. 

c. Failure to register within the prescribed timeframe given to the owner shall result in the 
City placing the property on the registration list and assessment of unpaid fees as a lien 
against the property.

d. Registration fees may be refundable for the year preceding the date on which the property 
is no longer vacant. 

(F) EXEMPTIONS

Vacant properties meeting the following conditions may be exempt from the Vacant Property 
Registration requirements:

(1) Advertised in good faith for sale or lease in the last 30 days, good faith is defined as being listed 
for sale and actively marketed at a price no more than fair market value as determined by an 
appraisal or 125% of the assessed value as determined by the County Assessor;

(2) Damaged, caused by casualty, in the last 90 days (fire, weather, and act of God, or vandalism);
(3) Currently under construction or renovation that is expected to be completed in the next 180 

days; 
(4) Only considered to be a seasonal residence and the property is properly maintained at all times;
(5) Where the owner is temporarily absent, but who has demonstrated his or her intent to return 

within the next 180 days and the property is properly maintained at all times; or
(6) Which is subject to divorce, probate, or estate proceedings.

Upon application, the City Council may grant a one (1) year exemption upon affirmative vote.  A 
property advertised in good faith for sale or lease as described above shall be granted an exemption, 
all other exemptions may be granted by the City Council.  

(G) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS; PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR POWERS; NOTICE AND APPEAL 

(1) A subsequent owner or owners of property subject to the ordinance will assume 
the obligations of the previous owner or owners.

(2) Property shall be removed from the vacant property registration database when the property is 
no longer vacant.

(3) Owners of the registered property shall submit a plan for occupancy at the time of initial 
registration of the property.

(4) Owners have the right to notice that the property has been placed on the vacant property list, 
the fees assessed, and right to appeal that decision.  Notice shall be sent by certified mail to the 
registered owner at the address maintained in the County Register of Deeds at least thirty (30) 
days prior to the property being placed on the vacant property list.  If notice by certified mail is 



unsuccessful, said notice shall be given by a single publication in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the City of Franklin, Franklin County, and by conspicuously posting the notice on 
the vacant parcel.  The date of service is determined by the later of certified mail receipt, personal 
service, or 10 days after the publication date.  If written notice of an appeal is filed with the City 
Clerk within twenty (20) days of the date of service of notice, the City Council must hold a hearing 
within sixty (60) days.  A decision on the appeal and notice of said decision shall be made within 
forty-five (45) days of the hearing.  If the appeal is unsuccessful, the owner shall have thirty (30) 
days to register the property.  The owner also has the right to appeal the decision within thirty 
(30) days to a court of competent jurisdiction.  

(5) The Program Administrator or his or her designee may inspect the interior and exterior of the 
vacant property upon registration and at one-year intervals thereafter for so long as the 
property remains on the vacant property registration data base.

 (H) ENFORCEMENT

The City may enforce the collection of vacant property registration fees by civil action in any court of 
competent jurisdiction. Unpaid vacant property registration fees and unpaid fines for any violation of a 
vacant property registration ordinance shall become a lien on the applicable property upon the 
recording of notice of such lien in the office of the Register of Deeds of the county in which the 
applicable property is located.

(1) The vacant property registration ordinance may be enforced by municipal fines for failure to 
comply with its requirements of $100.00 per day of violation.

(2) The City may enforce the collection of vacant property registration fees by civil action in any 
court of competent jurisdiction. Unpaid vacant property registration fees and unpaid fines for 
any violation of the vacant property registration requirements shall become a lien on the 
applicable property upon the recording of a notice of such lien in the Franklin County Register 
of Deeds office.  The lien shall be subordinate to all prior properly recorded liens.  

(3) The City or program administrator may waive assessed registration fees as a means of 
remedying a vacancy or making it more readily transferable. 

(4) The City may foreclose the liens assessed against properties due to unpaid fees.  Any costs 
associated with foreclosure, including but not limited to legal fees, property cleanup costs, title 
search fees, and interest, will be assessed against the property and/or property owners at the 
discretion of the City.  

(I) APPLICABILITY

The provisions of this vacant property registration ordinance shall be supplemental to and in addition 
to any other laws of the State of Nebraska relating to vacant property.



Section 2: Any other ordinance or section passed and approved prior to passage, approval, and 
publication of this ordinance and in conflict with his provisions is repealed.

Section 3: This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after its passage, approval, and 
publication as required by law. 

Section 4: This ordinance shall be published in pamphlet form and take effect as provided by law.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 10th  day of MARCH 2026.

Margaret Siel, MAYOR
ATTEST:

Raquel Felzien, CITY CLERK

Neb. Rev. Stat. secs. 19-5401-19-5408



VACANCY PROPERTY REGISTRY  
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 

THIS AGREEMENT made and entered into by between the City of Franklin, Nebraska, 
hereinafter referred to as “Client” and South Central Economic Development District, Inc., 
hereinafter referred to as “Consultant.” 

WITNESSES, the Client and the Consultant are desirous of entering into an agreement 
to formalize their relationship, and 

WHEREAS, it would be beneficial to the Client to utilize the Consultant as an 
independent entity to accomplish the Scope of Work set forth herein. 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises, covenants and 
provisions contained herein and the mutual benefits to be derived there from, the 
parties hereto agree as follows: 

1. Services to be Provided by the Parties 

a. The Consultant shall complete in a satisfactory and proper manner as 
determined by the Client the work activities described in the Project 
Scope (see Attachment #1 to the agreement). 

b. The Client will provide such assistance and guidance as may be required 
to support the objectives set forth in the Scope of Work and will provide 
compensation for services as set forth in Section 3 below. 

2. Time of Performance 

The effective date of this agreement shall be the date the parties sign and complete 
execution of the Agreement. The termination date of the agreement shall be after 
twelve (12) months, or a later date as determined by necessary agreement 
extensions. 

3. Consideration 

The Client shall reimburse the Consultant for all allowable expenses agreed upon by the 
parties to complete the Scope of Work. Payment to the consultant will be made in 
accordance with Attachment 2, Payment Schedule. In no event shall the total amount 
reimbursed by the Client for 12 months of services exceed the sum of four thousand 
dollars ($4,000.00). 

Should the project scope be expanded, services will be provided to the Client at a cost 
of $100 per hour plus direct expenses. The additional services shall be provided only 
after formally authorized by the Client. 

4. Relationship 
The relationship of the Consultant to the Client shall be that of an independent 
Consultant rendering professional services. The Consultant shall have no authority to 



execute agreements or to make commitments on behalf of the Client and nothing 
contained herein shall be deemed to create the relationship of employer and employee 
or principal and agent between the Client and the Consultant. 

5. Suspension, Termination and Close Out 

If the Consultant fails to comply with the terms and conditions of this agreement the 
Client may pursue such remedies as are legally available including, but not limited 
to the suspension or termination of this agreement in the manner specified herein: 

a. Suspension: If the Consultant fails to comply with the terms and 
conditions of this agreement, or whenever the Consultant is unable to 
substantiate full compliance with the provisions of this agreement, the 
Client may suspend the agreement pending corrective actions or 
investigate effective not less than 7 days following written notification to 
the Consultant or its authorized representative. The suspension will 
remain in full force and effect until the Consultant has taken corrective 
action to the satisfaction of the Client and is able to substantiate its full 
compliance with these terms and conditions of this agreement. No 
obligations incurred by the Consultant or its authorized representatives 
during the period of suspension will be allowable under the agreement 
except; 

1) Reasonable, proper, and otherwise allowable costs which the 
Consultant could not avoid during the period of suspension. 

2) If upon investigation, the Consultant is able to substantiate complete 
compliance with the terms and conditions of this agreement, otherwise 
allowable costs incurred during the period of suspension will be 
allowed. 

3) In the event all or any portion of work prepared or partially prepared 
by the Consultant be suspended, abandoned, or otherwise 
terminated, the Client shall pay the Consultant for work performed to 
the satisfaction of the Client, in accordance with the percentage of 
the work completed. 

b. Termination for Cause: If the Consultant fails to comply with the 
terms and conditions of this agreement and any of the following 
conditions exist: 
1) The lack of compliance with the provisions of this agreement are of 

such scope and nature that the Client deems continuation of the 
agreement to be substantially detrimental to the interests of the 
Client. 

2) The Consultant has failed to take satisfactory action as directed by 
the Client or its authorized representative within the time specified 
by same. 

3) The Consultant has failed within the time specified by the Client or 
its authorized representative to satisfactorily substantiate its 
compliance with the terms and conditions of this agreement; 

Then, the Client may terminate this agreement in whole or in part and 
therefore notify the Consultant of the termination, the reasons 



therefore, and the effective date provided such effective date shall not 
be prior to notification of the Consultant. After this effective date, no 
charges incurred under any terminated portions are allowable. 

c. Termination for Other Grounds: This agreement may also be 
terminated in whole or in part: 

1) By the Client, with the consent of the Consultant, or by the Consultant 
with the consent of the Client, in which case the two parties shall 
devise by mutual agreement, the conditions of termination in part, that 
portion to be terminated. 

2) In the event the Client fails to pay the Consultant promptly or within 30 
days after invoices are rendered, the Client agrees that the Consultant 
shall have the right to consider said default a breach of this agreement 
and the duties of the Consultant under this agreement terminated. In 
such an event, the Client shall then promptly pay the Consultant for all 
services performed and all allowable expenses incurred. 

3) The Client may terminate this agreement at any time giving at least 10 
days’   notice in writing to the Consultant. If the agreement is 
terminated for convenience of the Client as provided herein, the 
Consultant will be paid for time provided and expenses incurred up to 
the termination date. 

6. Changes, Amendments, Modifications 

The Client may, from time to time, require changes or modifications in the scope of 
services to be performed hereunder. Such changes, including any increase or decrease 
in the amount of compensation therefore, which are mutually agreed upon by the Client 
and the Consultant shall be incorporated in written amendments to this agreement. 

7. Personnel 

The Consultant has, or will secure at its own expense, all personnel required in 
performing the services under this agreement. All services required hereunder will be 
performed by the Consultant or under its supervision and all personnel engaged in the 
work shall be fully qualified and shall be authorized or permitted under state or local law 
to perform such services. 

8. Reports and Information 

The Consultant, at such times and in such forms as the Client may require, shall 
furnish the Client such periodic reports as requested pertaining to the work or 
services undertaken pursuant to this agreement, the costs and obligations 
incurred or to be incurred in connection therewith, and any other matters covered 
by this agreement. 

9. Findings Confidential 

All of the reports, information, data, etc., prepared or assembled by the 
Consultant under this agreement are confidential and the Consultant agrees that 
they shall not be made available to any individual or organization without prior 
written approval of the Client. 

 



10. Copyright 

No reports, maps, or other documents produced in whole or in part under this 
agreement shall be subject of an application for copyright by or on behalf of the 
Consultant. 

11. Compliance With Local Laws 

The Consultant shall comply with all applicable laws, ordinances and codes of the 
state and local governments and the Consultant shall save the Client harmless with 
respect to any damage arising from any tort done in performing any of the work 
embraced by this agreement and from failure to comply with any condition or term of 
this agreement. 

12. Governing Law 

This agreement will be governed by the laws of the State of Nebraska, without regard to 
that body of law controlling conflicts of law. Any legal proceeding arising out of or 
relating to this agreement shall be instituted in any court of general jurisdiction in the 
State of Nebraska. 

 

WITNESS WHEREOF, the Client and the Consultant have executed this agreement as of 
the date and year last written below. 

 

 
Date: _______________________  Date: ________________________________ 

City of Franklin, Nebraska   South Central Economic  
Development District, Inc.  

 

 
By: _________________________  By: __________________________________ 

Margaret M. Siel, Mayor    Sharon Hueftle, Executive Director 
 

 
Approved as to legal form: 
Attorney of Record 
 

By: ______________________________ 

 

Date _____________________________ 
  



ATTACHMENT 1 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 

SCOPE OF WORK 
 

South Central Economic Development District, Inc., is responsible for the following 
administrative tasks. 
 

Year One: 

1. Assist with ordinance and forms 
2. Create vacant property database with assistance from Municipal Clerk 
3. Notify property owners of vacant property 
4. Require owners to complete registration form 
5. Track compliance/non-compliance of registration 
6. Invoice for registration fees 
7. Assess fines per municipality 
8. Track payment/non-payment of fees and fines 
9. Conduct ongoing communication with property owners 
10. Provide updates to Municipal Board 

After Year One: 

1. Coordinate/oversee onsite inspection of vacant properties 
2. Assist with filing liens 
3. Assist with foreclosure on liens 
4. Continue to track vacant properties, registration, payments 

 
  



ATTACHMENT 2 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT  

PAYMENT SCHEDULE 
 

A fee of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) is due at the time the agreement is 
executed, then one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) is due quarterly thereafter for 
the twelve-month duration of the agreement. 

 
March 2026 (Agreement Execution) 1st Payment, 1st Year Due 
June 2026 2nd Payment Due 
September 2026 3rd Payment Due 
December 2026 4th Payment Due 
March 2027 (Agreement Renewal) 1st Payment, 2nd Year Due 
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March 6, 2026 
 
Margaret Siel, Mayor 
City of Franklin, Nebraska 
619 15th Avenue 
Franklin, NE 68939 
 
 
Project: City of Franklin Marcellus Building 
 
 
Ms. Siel: 
 
Please find attached the signed, approved Pay Application #8 from RMV Construction for the Marcellus 
Building Project for the month of February 2026. During our most recent on-site meeting, it appeared that 
RMV is making clear progress. Their work this past month includes the following: 
 
 

• General Conditions (Rentals, Supervision, Site Costs) 

• Structural Steel (Front steel beam is installed) 

• Rough Carpentry Work (Wall framing) 

• Plumbing (Plumbing rough in work throughout the building) 

• Fees 
 
Thank you, 
 

 
Trevor L. Hull, AIA 

 



Bill to: Date: 3/1/2026
Margaret Siel, Mayor
City of Franklin, Nebraska Invoice: 12-35024
619 15th Avenue
Franklin, NE 68939 Due date: 3/15/2026
ap@cityoffranklin.net

Description: Lump Sum Fee of $148,500 + Reimbursable Expenses Amount

Contract Fee:
Percentage 
Complete:

Billed to Date:
Previous Fee 

Billing:
Current Fee 

Billing:
$44,550.00 100% $44,550.00 $44,550.00 $0.00
$7,425.00 100% $7,425.00 $7,425.00 $0.00

$37,125.00 60% $22,275.00 $18,562.50 $3,712.50
Basic Compensation Due this Invoice: $3,712.50
Reimbursable Expenses: $0.00
Total Due This Period: $3,712.50
Finance Charge: $0.00
Total Due This Invoice: $3,712.50

Thank you,

Trevor L. Hull, AIA

Unpaid balances overdue 30 days from this Statement Date are subject to a finance charge of 1% per month.

Construction Phase:

Project: City of Franklin Downtown Apartments and Commercial
Project #: 35024

Amount due for Architectural Services for the period ending February 28, 2026:

Service Type:

Construction Documents Phase:
Procurement Phase:





REIMBURSEMENT REQUEST FORM FOR
NEBRASKA AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST FUNDS (NAHTF)
NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Name of Recipient Mailing Address City State Zip

City of Franklin 619 15th Ave Franklin, NE 68959

NAHTF Award Number Federal Identification Number Payment Request Number DED Program Representative

24-TFRH-34017 47-6006191 8 Morgan Pearson

Part I – STATUS OF FUNDS
1.  Total of Previous Payment Requests for NAHTF funds. $ 338,148.24 IMPORTANT

Round all figures down to
penny.Proceed with this payment request only if Recipient has received notification of previous payment request approval.

Part II – CASH REQUIREMENTS
      Label each column with budget activity name. Gen Admin Housing Mgmt Rehabilitation

      Enter "Final" if this is Final Request Totals

1.  Total Cash Requirements to Date $9,900.00 $0.00 $834,726.54 $844,626.54

2.        Less: Local Match (Other Funds) Applied $375,000.00 $375,000.00
3.        Less: State Trust Funds Disbursed to date
           (Total of this line must agree with Part I, Line1) $4,950.00 $0.00 $333,198.24 $338,148.24

4.  Total of Current State Trust Funds Requested $4,950.00 $0.00 $126,528.30 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $131,478.30

I certify that this request for State Trust funds has been prepared in accordance with the terms and conditions of the NAHTF contract.
I also certify that all data reported above is correct and that the amount of the request for State Trust Funds is not in excess of current needs.

Signature of Authorized Official Typed Name of Authorized Official Date

Margaret Siel, Mayor 3/10/2026

Signature of Authorized Official Typed Name of Authorized Official Date

Raquel Felzien, Clerk/Treasurer 3/10/2026

Person Preparing Request for NAHTF Form Name: Organization: Email: Telephone Number:

LeAnn Jochum SCEDD, Inc. leann@scedd.us 308.455.4776
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT USE AMOUNT APPROVED:  $                                                                  INITIALS                                                DATE

INCOMPLETE OR INCORRECT FORMS WILL NOT BE PROCESSED Form Revised May 2023
Instructions on separate sheet of this excel. 




















	Agenda
	1. Call Meeting to Order Roll Call
	2. Verification of Open Meetings Notice

I encourage residents to participate in our council meetings. Public comment is an essential part of our democratic process. To ensure everyone has a fair opportunity to speak, we are implementing a three-minute time limit for each speaker per topic during the public comments section. This will allow us to hear from as many community members as possible. We appreciate your understanding and cooperation as we work to create a space that is respectful and open to all.  Thank you
	3. Mayor Communications:
	4. Consent Agenda
	4.a. Minutes of the previous meetings
	Minutes (28)

	4.b. Treasurer's Report
	FY 2026 Bank Report for Council - FEB 2026 FOR MAR MTG

	4.c. Budget Report
	budget reports  (1)

	4.e. Permits: Stacey James; addition to existing structure.
	2026 04 Stacey James

	4.f. Franklin County Sheriff's report
	02-26


	5. Discussion and Action Items
	5.a. Discussion and action approval of a $212.10 invoice from Duncan Welding for services to the City of Franklin.
	Duncan welding inv

	5.b. Discussion with Todd Siel, General Manager of Lower Republican Natural Resource District on the upcoming agreement renewal terms for January 2029
	File_  NRD water contract (4)
	ORD 763 NRD 01 07 2004 (3)

	5.c. Resolutions to consider and pass:
	5.d. Ordinances
	5.d.2. ORDINANCE 968  - VACANT PROPERTY REGISTRY (VPR)



AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF FRANKLIN, FRANKLIN COUNTY, NEBRASKA TO ADOPT VACANT PROPERTY REGISTRATION PROVISIONS AS PART OF CHAPTER 4 ARTICLE 3, and add Section 4-310 Registration of Vacant Properties  TO THE CITY OF FRANKLIN,  MUNICIPAL CODE; TO REPEAL ANY CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO ORDER THE PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET FORM;
	ORD 958 VPR vacent property regiter updated 03 10 2026


	5.e. Discussion and action on 2026 Vacant Property Registry Program — Agreement with SCEDD (South Central Economic Development District)
	FRAN VPR City Professional Agreement (1)

	5.f. Discussion and action on One & Six year plan submitted by Barry Rubendall
	Street  (2)

	5.g. Discussion and action on approving a surplus item of spring tooth harrow from the street department.
	5.h. Discussion and action on swimming pool opening, hiring a manager, setting wages, and setting admission rates.
	5.i. Discussion and action approving payment to RMV Construction LLC for $122,815.80 for rehabilitation construction work of: general conditions and site costs including continued demolition work (now at 98% complete), structural steel (front steel beam was being fabricated), rough carpentry work (floor sheathing, all framing), liner (vapor barrier work below walls), and fees.
	RMV SIGNED APP#8 
	RMV Pay App 008 Report

	5.j. Discussion and action on approving Erickson Sullivan Architects invoice for $3712.50 for engineering management services.
	Franklin Marcellus Invoice

	5.k. Discussion and action approve payment to SCEDD (South Central Economic Development District) of $4,950.00 for the Grant Administration benchmark spending 50% of rehabilitation expenses met.
	SCEDD INVOICE  (1)


	6. Public Comments
	7. Adjourn
	FY 2026 PAID CLAIMS - FEB 2026 FOR MARCH MTG (2)
	claims  (7)
	pool local permit two rivers
	Franklin Golden Gen resolution#2026-01.docx
	FRAN VPR Resolution 2026-02
	Ord 967- inoperable or unlicensed vechicles 03 10 2026
	24TFRH34017 Pay #8 RMV, ESA. SCEDD rev 3.9.26
	Shelter 
	Morten Const. concrete 
	Dutton Lainson globe lights 

