
City of Franklin
City of Franklin Regular Meeting

February 13, 2024     6:00 PM     City Hall

A Copy of the "Open Meetings Act" is posted in the Council Room
This Agenda can be changed up to 24 hours prior to meeting time per open meeting law.

The Board may enter into closed session to discuss any matter on this agenda when it is 
determined by the council that it is clearly necessary for protection of the public interest or the 
prevention of needless injury to the reputation of an individual and if such an individual has not 
requested a public meeting, or as otherwise allowed by law.  A closed session shall be limited to 
the subject matter for which the closed session was called.  If the motion to close passes, the 
presiding officer immediately prior to the closed session shall restate on the record the limitation 
of the subject matter of the closed session.

It is the intention of the Board to take up the items on the agenda in sequential order.  However, 
the Board reserve the right to take up matters in a different order to accommodate the 
schedules of the board members, persons having items on the agenda, and the public.

1. Call Meeting to Order Roll Call
2. Verification of Open Meetings Notice
3. Mayor Communications
 
4. Consent Agenda

4.a. Minutes of the previous meetings
4.b. Treasurer's Report
4.c. Budget Report
4.d. Payroll
4.e. Claims
4.f. Renewal of liquor licenses for the following businesses:
• Casey's Retail Company - Store #1595 - Franklin NE - Class D - alcoholic liquor 
off sale
• Premier Stop - Franklin - Class B -Beer off sale only
• Rightway Grocery - SK Inc - Class D - alcoholic liquor off sale

5. Discussion and Action Items
5.a. Discussion and action on Pro Track & Tennis bids on a court project at City Hall.  

•  
5.b. Discussion and action on pursuing a 2024 NAHTF (Nebr Affordable Housing Trust 
Fund) Application by the City of Franklin, with SCEDD overseeing the application 
process. Resolution 2024-01 - REQUEST FOR THE SOUTH CENTRAL ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT, INC. TO ASSIST WITH A NAHTF APPLICATION FOR A 
RENTAL REHABILITATION CONVERSION



5.c. Discussion and action on the next steps of NET (Nebraska Environmental Trust) 
STARR initiative (Small Towns Achieving Recovery & Resiliency) with SCEDD to clean-
up and demolish vacant properties. MOU with SCEDD and the City is provided. 
5.d. Discussion and action on workforce housing solutions meeting with employers, 
SCEDD, City Council members and employees.
5.e. Discussion on monthly report from Franklin County Sheriff's Department
5.f. Discussion on Annual Library report from Amanda Shelton, Librarian 
5.g. Discussion and action on updating meter reading system for utilities  

• Bid - Dutton-Lainson Company $27,230.00 for updating program
• $17,780.00 for distribution supplies for 70 meters

5.h. Discussion and action on acceptance of a grant from NMPP (Nebraska Municipal 
Power Pool) for energy research and development in the amount of $891.97
5.i. Discussion and action on declaring the tree a nuisance at 318 16th Ave; hindering 
the line of sight for oncoming traffic from the north on highway 10.
5.j. Discussion and action on donating funds to Post Prom Committee for 2024
5.k. Discussion and action surplus item of an old ditch witch for $150 value to Village of 
Adams
5.l. Discussion and action of two new ballpark committee members; Web Antholz and 
Zach Siel
5.m. Discussion, review and action on wages for department head employees

6. Ordinances
6.a. Ordinance - Appointed Officials Salaries Ranges - First reading

7. Pending litigation or litigation which is imminent as evidence by communication of 
a claim or threat of litigation to or by the public body - possible closed session
8. Adjourn











Franklin Public Library
Board of Trustees
Regular Meeting 
February 5, 2024

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by President Joan Dorn.  In attendance, were 
Trustees Joan Dorn, Melinda Siel, Linda Herrick, Susie Headrick, Taylor Herrick and Librarian 
Amanda Shelton.  Absent: None Visitors: None

Open Meetings Act posted.
Notice of Meeting posted.

Melinda called for the election of officers for 2024.  Joan Dorn was nominated for President.  
Susie Headrick was nominated for Vice President.  Melinda Siel was nominated for Secretary.  A 
motion was made by Susie and seconded by Taylor to approve nominations.  Motion carried to 
elect officers 5-0.

Joan presented the agenda.  The minutes of the December meeting were read. Taylor made a 
motion and Linda seconded the motion to approve the agenda and minutes.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Correspondence & Communication:  
The Youth Grant for Excellence was not rewarded for this year.
                    
No visitor comments

Librarian Report:
Amanda presented the yearly report she presents to the City Council at their February meeting. 
No action taken.
 
Circulation statistics for November and December were reviewed. 

There were no committee reports.
Other items of interest:  

There was no other business.  Melinda made a motion to adjourn and Linda seconded the motion. 

Motion carried 5-0

Meeting adjourned at 6:18 p.m.  

The next regular meeting will be April 1, 2024

Melinda Siel, Secretary







































































































RESOLUTION 2024-01

REQUEST FOR THE SOUTH CENTRAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT,
INC. TO ASSIST WITH A NAHTF APPLICATION
FOR A RENTAL REHABILITATION CONVERSION

WHEREAS, Franklin is within a member county of the South Central Economic Development
District, Inc. (SCEDD); and

WHEREAS, the City of Franklin would be the eligible Applicant for a Nebraska Affordable
Housing Trust Fund (NAHTF) under the Rental Rehabilitation – Conversion Category for the
Marcellus building; and

WHEREAS, the City of Franklin desires to have grant application assistance for this NAHTF
conducted by SCEDD in partnership with the Developer; and

WHEREAS, SCEDD provides this service for no fee to member countries of the South Central
Economic Development District, Inc.

WHEREAS, the City of Franklin agrees to provide a local point of contact and committee as
necessary, to work with SCEDD in the fulfillment of said services;

WHEREAS, the City of Franklin agrees to accept full responsibility for following all grant
guidelines and fulfilling all grant requirements serving as the ‘pass-through’ agent for all
expenses and reimbursements with the Developer and the Department of Economic
Development in the event the funds are awarded;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Franklin requests and authorizes
SCEDD to provide grant application assistance for this 2024 Nebraska Affordable Housing Trust
Fund opportunity.

PASSED THIS 13 DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2024.

Margaret Siel, Mayor

Attest:

Raquel Felzien, City Clerk



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF FRANKLIN, NE 

AND SOUTH CENTRAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT, INC 
 
This agreement is made and entered into on ___________ between the CITY OF FRANKLIN 
hereinafter referred to as ‘COMMUNITY’ and SOUTH CENTRAL ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT, INC. hereinafter SCEDD. 
 
WHEREAS: 

SCEDD desires to support Small Towns Achieving Recovery and Resiliency (STARR) 
through appropriate waste management activities which include demolition of vacant 
dilapidated structures and clean-up of parcels. 
 
SCEDD applied for and was awarded a 2024 Nebraska Environmental Trust (NET) grant 
to help fund STARR activities to transform vacant parcels into green space for potential 
housing and restore a culture of progress. 
 
COMMUNITY previously agreed to participate in the STARR project to address vacant, 
unsafe parcels by alleviating hazards through a clean-up and waste management program, 
restoring livability and vibrancy to their community. 

 
THEREFORE, COMMUNITY and SCEDD are desirous to enter into an agreement to accomplish 
STARR through clean-up and waste management activities; all activities shall occur prior to May 
31, 2026.  
 
AGREEMENTS: 
 

1. COMMUNITY agrees to work with SCEDD to identify vacant parcels eligible for 
NET grant funded waste management activities.     

a. Parcels prioritized will: 
i. Be readily available  

ii. Subject to a plan for redevelopment, preferably for housing 
iii. Be of significant community value/improvement 

b. Parcels not readily available, but eligible and of significant community 
value/improvement, may be pursued through Community’s Nuisance 
Abatement Program, with SCEDD acting as Nuisance Abatement Officer. 

 
2. SCEDD will direct activities to achieve NET grant outcomes, including final selection 

of a minimum of five (5) parcels. Selection will be based on availability, cost of waste 
management activities, results of title searches and inspections, etc. If funds allow, 
additional parcels may be addressed at SCEDD’s discretion.  

a. Activities to achieve NET Grant outcomes may include but are not limited to 
parcel assessments, legal research, title searches, correspondence with parcel 
owners and lien holders, structural inspections, asbestos testing, public 
hearings, abatement, and demolition. 

b. SCEDD agrees to obtain any regulatory authorizations necessary for said 
abatement and demolition activities. 

 
3. COMMUNITY agrees to appoint SCEDD as Nuisance Officer and implement the 

SCEDD Nuisance Abatement Program according to COMMUNITY’S ordinance, 
when necessary to access parcels for waste management activities. 

 
4. SCEDD agrees to administer the Nuisance Abatement Program, following 

COMMUNITY’s ordinance, and communicate the activities to COMMUNITY as 
warranted at regularly scheduled Council meetings.  



 
5. COMMUNITY agrees to appoint an individual to serve as the primary contact to work 

with SCEDD during the implementation of this grant.  This contact shall also serve as 
liaison with the Council. 
 

6. COMMUNITY agrees to host a community wide clean-up prior to June 30, 2024. This 
event will be actively promoted to residents; a designated site will be available with 
dumpsters for the disposal of waste at no charge to residents. 
 

7. COMMUNITY agrees to pay all expenses for the community wide clean-up and 
submit documentation of waste and recycled quantities (weight/quantity 
measurements) to SCEDD to meet NET grant objectives. 
 

8. COMMUNITY agrees to pay the first $8,500 of expenses incurred for waste 
management activities on parcels; this reflects the committed match for the NET grant.  
 

9. SCEDD is responsible for authorization of all eligible NET Grant expenses, and 
payment of expenses in excess of the COMMUNITY match and Business Funding 
Partner contributions, to accomplish waste management activities.   
 

10. COMMUNITY agrees to ensure the participation of local Business Funding Partners 
that submitted pledge letters for the NET application.  
 

11. COMMUNITY agrees to indemnify and hold harmless SCEDD from any and all 
claims for damage, costs, expenses or any other injury that may be suffered by any 
third party during STARR program activities, abatement and demolition activity.   

 
 

THIS AGREEMENT is entered by and between SCEDD and COMMUNITY on the day and year 
first above written.   
 
 
 
Sharon Hueftle, Executive Director 
South Central Economic Development 
District, Inc. 
 
 
 
 

 Margaret Siel, Mayor 
City of Franklin, Nebraska 

 



  Franklin County Sheriffs Office

                                            Bryon Detlefsen, Sheriff
                  405 15th Avenue                                     Office: (308) 425-6231                          
                  P.O. Box 292                                              Fax: (308) 425-3261                                                                        
                 Franklin, NE. 68939                           sheriff@franklincountyne.gov
______________________________________________________________________________________

Monthly Report for the City of Franklin

The following report is activity for the month of January 2024

Dispatch received 109 calls regarding activities within the City 
Limits, 

Deputies patrolled 93 hours.

In addition to patrol hours Deputies had 36 hours spent on calls, 
which were mostly made up of various Citizen complaints, 
unlocking vehicles and dog at large reports.

We have been contacting residents in regards unlicensed vehicles 
and trailers parked on the streets. Two have been removed and 
have had 8 vehicles registered that had expired plates

Deputies have made 2 traffic stops in City Limits and have spent  
11 hours at the School assisting with juvenile issues as well as 
attended some school activities.

Sheriff Bryon Detlefsen













AMI METERING
MADE SIMPLE

DUTTON-LAINSON COMPANY
TANTALUS AMI



Introduction
Until today, AMI systems have been cost prohibitive 
for small utilities because of the upfront capital 
investment.  The Dutton-Lainson Company has 
aggregated utilities under one umbrella to make the 
costs of AMI affordable.  We will support the software 
and hardware with a staff of trained professionals to 
assist you with questions.  AMI metering made 
simple.

AMI METERING MADE SIMPLE
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OVERVIEW
-Affordable onboarding fees.

-Local software and hardware support.
-Compatible with Itron and Neptune endpoints.
-Overlay existing electric, gas and water ERTs.

-Use existing  meters.
-Monthly, daily or hourly reads.

-Remote meter disconnect.
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4Proprietary & Confidential

Flexible and Future Proof

Tantalus Utility Network: TUNet



TANTALUS OVERLAY

-Tantalus collectors and repeaters are capable of reading 
both Itron and Neptune endpoints.

-Verizon cellular or Ethernet backhaul from collectors.
-Replacement hardware stocked in Hastings, NE.

-Compatible with over 20 CIS vendors.
-Collectors are mounted at 25-30 foot on existing poles.
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Coverage Certainty
High Capacity
Low Latency

Edge Computing
Multiple Protocols

Data Analytics

Delivery of Near-
Real Time Data

Futureproof 
Investment

Leveraging Data 
Analytics

Network AMI Data Applications

Multi-Application 
Platform

Meter
Streetlight Control

Distribution Automation
Direct Load Control

Distributed Energy Resources

Integrations
Data Analytics

Improve Results

A Better Solution to Solve Today’s & Tomorrow’s Challenges

How TUNet Works Differently
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Four Big Ideas
Understanding the Value of Granular Data

"Beyond AMI" 
Capability 
Drives ROI

Design Matters - 
Not All Networks 

Are Equal

Granular Data 
Provides Actionable 

Insights

321 ERT/Overlay
Leverage What 

You Already 
Have
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TANTALUS DEPLOYMENT
-Replace 1 in 10 electric meters with a Tantalus meter.

Deploy as follows:

-At the end of line for voltage monitoring.
-Large commercial customers.

-Hard to read meters.
-Disconnect meters.

-Load survey or NET generation meters.
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Get Smart Grid at a Fraction of the Time & Cost
AMR to AMI Migration with Tantalus 

”“TUNet® brings billing resolution time from 

hours down to minutes, and will help us 

save hundreds of thousands of dollars.

Ron Mull, General Manager, Marietta 

Power and Water

Migrate to Smart Grid by replacing just 
10-15% of your existing AMR meters.



ITRON METERS WITH 
TANTALUS MODULES

-Advantages of Centron C2SXD meter with TUNet module.

-Voltage and Current measurements.
-Delivered, Received and NET energy registers.

-Remote Disconnect and Reconnect.
-Power Factor and VA readings.

-Multiple demand registers.
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Electric, Water, & Gas Metering
AMR to AMI Migration with Existing ERT Devices



The way to get 
started is to quit 
talking and begin 
doing.

Walt Disney
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Summary
The Dutton-Lainson Company provides 
utilities the ability to receive AMI 
metering at an affordable and 
predictable costs.

With local support and service of 
software and hardware, there are no 
worries about system dependability.

AMI metering will give added benefits 
to the utility to future proof their 
investments with top tier products.
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8377 Glynoaks Drive • Lincoln, NE 68516 • Phone: (402) 474-4759 • Fax: (402) 474-0473 • NMPPEnergy.org 

CITY OF FRANKLIN 
619 15th AVE 
FRANKLIN, NE 68939 
 

January 15, 2024 

As part of the Nebraska Municipal Power Pool (NMPP) modernization initiative, NMPP is 
pleased to provide a grant to your community from NMPP’s Energy Research and Development 
Fund (ERDF).  The grant is to be used for a local project that increases the awareness and 
practices of energy conservation, local research or development project, local energy 
conservation project, or other local innovative energy project.  Your community is best suited to 
determine how to utilize the grant in accordance with these guidelines and no reporting back to 
NMPP is required.  The amount of the ERDF grant for your community/utility is noted below.  

FRANKLIN 
 
ERDF Grant Amount: $891.97 
 
To accept the grant, provide the following information to Jamie Smith, Accounting Specialist via 
email at accountspayable@nmppenergy.org by February 19, 2024: 

 Confirm your preferred payment method. 
 

o ACH.  Complete the attached ACH enrollment form OR _____ (check here) to 
confirm your community has previously enrolled in ACH. Payments via ACH will 
be processed in regular batches as requests are received.  
 

o Check.  To receive payment via check _________ (check here).  Payments via 
check will be processed in one batch in mid-March.  

 
 Provide the following community information that NMPP will need when NMPP files 

Form 990, Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax. 
 

o Address: _________________________________________________________ 
 

o EIN: ___________________________ 

 
Please reach out to Jamie Johnson, Director of Finance and Accounting, at #402-473-8245 or 
jjohnson@nmppenergy.org with any questions. 
 







§ 1-213 APPOINTED OFFICIALS; SALARIES.

   (A)   The salary ranges for the appointed and officials of the city are hereby fixed as
follows:

Electric Superintendent/Plant Supervisor $15 to $35 per hour

Deputy Clerk/Secretary $15 to $25 per hour

Temporary Clerical/City Hall $12 to $15 per hour

Electric Lineman $15 to $25 per hour

City Clerk/Treasurer $15 to $30 per hour

Water and Sewer Manager $15 to $25 per hour

City Attorney $1,700 to $2,500 per month + $180 per
hour over contract hour amount

Ordinance Officer $1,200 to $1,600 per month

Outside Part Time Employee $18 to 25 per hour

Library Director $15 to $25 per hour

Assistant Librarian $10 to $15 per hour

Street Commissioner $15 to $30 per hour

Recycling and Sanitation $15 to $30 per hour

Park and Cemetery $15 to $25 per hour

Temporary Recycling Employee $12 to $15 per hour

Swimming Pool Manager $14 to $20 per hour

Assistant Swimming Pool Manager $12 to $18 per hour

Lifeguards $10 to $16 per hour

Junior Lifeguards $10 to $14 per hour

    (B)   The exact salary of the above-named appointed officials within the salary ranges set
forth above shall be established from time to time by resolution of the City Council, and this
section and the resolutions adopted pursuant hereto shall be available for public inspection
in the office of the City Clerk. All salaries of elected and appointed officials of the city shall
be published as provided by law.

(Ord. 857, passed 10-10-2011; Ord. 859, passed 1-3-2012; Ord. 863, passed 5-14-2012;
Ord. 882, passed 9-9-2013; Ord. 899, passed 11-10-2014; Ord. 919, passed 11-14-2017;
Ord. 942, passed 4-13-2021; Ord. 944, passed 11-8-2022; Ord. _____, passed__________)
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