
City of Beatrice, Nebraska
Regular BPW Board Meeting  
Wednesday, September 10, 2025 at 12:00 PM
City Hall Conference Room
400 Ella Street
Beatrice, NE 68310
 
Pledge of Allegiance
 

1. ROLL CALL
2. CONSENT AGENDA

2.a. Approve agenda as submitted.
2.b. Receive and place on file all notices pertaining to this meeting.
2.c. Receive and place on file all materials having any bearing on this meeting.
2.d. Approval of minutes of regular BPW Board meeting on August 27, 2025, as 

on file in the City Clerk's Office.
3. PUBLIC HEARINGS/BIDS - None
4. RESOLUTIONS

4.a. Resolution executing the Agreement between the City and SewerAI for the 
provision of software designed for sewer and stormwater inspection data 
management and for migrating the City’s previous data to the SewerAI 
platform.

5. ORDINANCES
5.a. Ordinance establishing electric rates in the City of Beatrice, Nebraska.
5.b. Ordinance to revise the water rate charges for water purchased from the City 

of Beatrice, Nebraska.
5.c. Ordinance to regulate the fees and charges for the use of the Wastewater 

Treatment System of the City of Beatrice, Nebraska.
6. PUBLIC FORUM
7. DISCUSSIONS/REPORTS

7.a. Review of Board Policy #163 – Water Tap Fees.
7.b. Recommendation of FY26 & FY27 Biennial Budget to Mayor and City 

Council.
7.c. General Manager’s Monthly Report.

8. MISCELLANEOUS
8.a. The next regular BPW Board meeting is October 1, 2025 at 12:00 p.m. in the 

City Hall Conference Room.
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS MEETING

A regular meeting of the Beatrice Board of Public Works was held on the 27th day of August, 2025 at 
12:00 p.m. in the City Hall Conference Room, 400 Ella Street, Beatrice, Nebraska. 

ROLL CALL

Attending: Boardmembers:   Baehr, Hartley, Leech, Moran, Zarybnicky
Absent:  None 

Chairman Moran announced that a copy of the Open Meetings Act is posted in the meeting room and is 
accessible to members of the public.

CONSENT AGENDA

a. Approve agenda as submitted.
b. Receive and place on file all notices pertaining to this meeting.
c. Receive and place on file all materials having any bearing on this meeting.
d. Approval of minutes of regular meeting on August 12, 2025, as on file in the City Clerk’s Office.
e. Recommend approval of Change Order #1 decrease in the amount of $16,153.20 and Pay Request #1 

in the amount of $66,155.62 to Van Kirk Brothers Contracting for the 2025 Corral Crossing Addition 
project, to the Mayor and City Council.

f. Recommend approval of Change Order #1 decrease in the amount of $4,889.00 to Van Kirk Brothers 
Contracting for the 2025 Heritage Heights Addition project, to the Mayor and City Council.

g. Recommend approval of Pay Request #1 in the amount of $282,112.33 to Cather and Sons 
Construction, Inc., for the Mill & Overlay Paving Project – 2025, to the Mayor and City Council.

h. Recommend award of bid for the Sanitary Sewer Lining and Manhole Rehabilitation Project - 2025 in 
the amount of $93,620.00, to Johnson Service Company, Inc., to the Mayor and City Council.

Tobias J. Tempelmeyer, City Administrator/General Manger, noted the change order decrease was due to 
demolition work that had been previously completed by the demolition contractor and therefore we did 
not need Van Kirk to do the work.

Moved by Baehr, seconded by Harltey, that the items listed under the consent agenda, be approved, 
accepted, and/or ratified as presented.

Roll Call:  Yea:   Baehr, Hartley, Leech, Moran, Zarybnicky
Nay: None                                                                                     MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC HEARINGS/BIDS

There were no public hearings/bids.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution executing a Water Tank Maintenance Agreement to retain Viking Painting, LLC, for the 
maintenance of the North Tower and South Tower
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Tobias J. Tempelmeyer, City Administrator/General Manager, reported to the Board the City recently 
terminated the maintenance agreement with Utility Service Co., Inc (USC).  Rob Mierau, Water 
Superintendent, stated USC’s communication and responsiveness was lacking which caused him to reach 
out to other businesses who provide water tower maintenance.  Mierau noted Viking Painting, LLC is out 
of Omaha and the part owner used to work for USC.  Boardmember Moran inquired if there were any 
concerns with the work performed by USC and Mierau stated there are no concerns with the work, further 
noting Viking performed initial inspections and found no concerns.  Boardmember Baehr inquired if 
references were checked on Viking and Mierau stated all the references he checked reported no issues 
with Viking.  Boardmember Zarybnicky inquired if there are any concerns with entering into a long-term 
agreement.  Tempelmeyer explained it is very common for these maintenance agreements to be long 
term in order to spread out the cost associated with the painting of the towers.  Mierau noted the 
agreement can be terminated with a one (1) year notice.

Moved by Zarybnicky, seconded by Baehr, that the Mayor and City Council execute a Water Tank 
Maintenance Agreement to retain Viking Painting, LLC, for the maintenance of the North Tower and South 
Tower.

Roll Call:  Yea:   Baehr, Hartley, Leech, Moran, Zarybnicky
Nay: None                                                                                     MOTION CARRIED.

ORDINANCES

There were no ordinances.

PUBLIC FORUM

No one appeared at public forum.

DISCUSSIONS/REPORTS

Review of FY26 & FY27 Biennial Budget

Hannah Bell, Finance Director, reviewed the proposed FY26 & FY27 budget with the Board.  Capital 
projects for the Electric Department include: the Electric Generation Facility, truck replacements, 
Substation #2, #7, and #9 improvements, and the Industrial Park Distribution Line.  Funding for the Electric 
Generation Facility, Substation Improvements, and the Industrial Park Distribution Line will be from bond 
funds.  Street Department capital projects include: the RAISE Grant will begin in FY26, Heritage Heights & 
Corral Crossing Development infrastructure, a concrete reconstruction project on 7th Street, Arthur to 
Monroe, and a future street project has been earmarked for FY27 for $1 million.  Tobias J. Tempelmeyer, 
City Administrator/General Manager, noted the City has applied for a $13 million grant for the Lincoln 
Street Reconstruction, which is anticipated to begin in FY28 if the grant is received.  Capital projects for 
the Water Department include: water main replacement, installation of a valve at the Well Farm in FY26, 
and possibly installing a control valve at the Wellfield in FY27.  Rob Mierau, Water Superintendent, stated 
he is hopeful the installation of a valve at the Well Farm in FY26 will be sufficient, however, if that does 
not work, the Department will continue with installing a control valve at the Wellfield in FY27.  WPC 
Department capital projects include finalizing the grit removal process in FY26 and Lift Station #1 design 
in FY27, with construction planned in FY28.  Bell stated the WPC Department will spend down the majority 
of their cash reserves in FY26 & FY27 to pay for the grit project.  Boardmember Moran inquired if the cash 
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reserves level is a recommendation by the auditors or the City’s preference, and if the City is comfortable 
with where the cash reserves will be.  Bell stated the City is comfortable with where the reserves will be 
and the plan is to start building them back up in FY28.  Mayor Morgan stated the City plans to adopt a 
cash reserves policy to set those guidelines.

The Street Department revenues increased due to Highway Allocation Bonds and the RAISE grant.  
Expenditures will see an increase under personal services for 2.5% in FY26 and 2% in FY27 for wage 
increases as set forth in the IBEW Union Contract.  

Bell reported depreciation has been removed with a revenue adjustment to the Electric, Water, and WPC 
Departments, which will also show as an expense in order to account for depreciation moving forward.  In 
FY25, the Electric Department received $3.5 million in bond proceeds and had a large service contract in 
the amount of $1.7 million.  In FY26, the Electric Department will implement an infrastructure fee to 
increase revenues by approximately $840,000, and $700,000 in bond revenue for the power generation 
facility.  A six percent (6%) rate increase is proposed for FY27 in order to prepare for the anticipated 
increase in capacity and energy prices after 2030.  In FY26, the Electric Department will spend down bond 
proceeds of $3.5 million and FY27 shows additional capital expenditures of $2 million for the power 
generation facility.    The IT Department will have its own budget beginning in FY26 which will be in the 
City’s General Fund with each department contributing to that fund for their needs.  Expenditures will see 
an increase under personal services for 2.5% in FY26 and 2% in FY27 for wage increases as set forth in the 
IBEW Union Contract.  Health insurance costs will have an increase as it will be split out per employee 
within each department.

The Water Department had additional bond proceeds in FY25 of $138,000 and is proposing an increase of 
$2.00 per month to their infrastructure fee.  The Water Department cash reserves are at $1 million and 
$600,000 will be spent in FY26.

The WPC Department is moving $2 million in grant funding for the grit removal project forward to FY26 
and is also proposing an infrastructure fee increase of $2.00 per month.  The WPC Department cash 
reserves are at $2.5 million, which will be spent in FY26 for the grit removal project.  

Mayor Morgan stated he feels this is a good budget and implementing smaller infrastructure increases 
now is a proactive approach instead of waiting and having a large rate increase down the road.

ADJOURNMENT

The next regular BPW Board Meeting will be September 12, 2025 at 12:00 p.m. in the City Hall Conference 
Room, 400 Ella Street, Beatrice, Nebraska.   

Moved by Leech, seconded by Zarybnicky, that the meeting be adjourned at 12:52 p.m. 

Roll Call:  Yea:   Baehr, Hartley, Leech, Moran, Zarybnicky
Nay: None                                                                                     MOTION CARRIED.



RESOLUTION NUMBER _____

A resolution authorizing the Mayor, City Clerk, and City Engineer to execute an Agreement 

between the City of Beatrice, Nebraska and SewerAI for the provision of software designed for 

sewer and stormwater inspection data management and for migrating the City’s previous data 

to the SewerAI platform. 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BEATRICE, NEBRASKA:

SECTION 1.  That the Mayor, City Clerk, and City Engineer are hereby authorized to 

execute the Agreement between the City of Beatrice, Nebraska and SewerAI for the provision of 

software designed for sewer and stormwater inspection data management and for migrating the 

City’s previous data to the SewerAI platform.  A copy of said Agreement, marked as Exhibit “A”, 

is attached hereto and incorporated by reference.    

SECTION 2.  That all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby 

repealed.

     RESOLUTION PASSED AND ADOPTED this 15th day of September, 2025.

Attest:

___________________________________ ____________________________________
Erin Saathoff, MMC, City Clerk Robert Morgan, Mayor
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ORDINANCE NUMBER 25-____

An ordinance to establish electric utility rates in the City of Beatrice, Nebraska, in 

accordance with Section 26-41 of the Beatrice City Code; to repeal Ordinance Number 23-20 and 

all other ordinances, resolutions or parts of ordinances or resolutions in conflict herewith; and to 

provide for publication in electric form and an effective date of this ordinance.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEATRICE, NEBRASKA:

SECTION 1.  For the purposes of this ordinance, the meaning of the following term shall 
be defined as follows:

Summer/Winter Rate Months:  The summer rates shall apply to customer usage between 
June 1st and October 1st of each year.  The winter rates shall apply to customer usage 
anytime except when summer rates apply.

SECTION 2.  Rates to be charged by the City of Beatrice, Nebraska, Board of Public Works 
(BPW) for electrical energy sold to consumers by the City shall be as follows, to-wit:

A. RESIDENTIAL SERVICE.  Available to customers taking single or three-phase electric 
service for residential uses of electric service, including lighting, cooking, heating, 
refrigeration, and use of household appliances in a single-family dwelling unit, a two-
family dwelling unit, or a multiple-family dwelling unit having a single or three-phase 
motor of not over five (5) horsepower demand.  In the event the horsepower rating is 
not shown on the nameplate of a single or three-phase motor, this classification will 
be available to customers with a locked-rotor current of 168 amperes or less as 
determined by the BPW.

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2025:  The rate, per month per meter, shall be the total of the 
following charges:

Customer Charge, per month ............................................................$12.00

Infrastructure Charge, per month........................................................$3.00

Summer Energy Rate
All energy, per kWh..............................................................$0.1020

Winter Energy Rate
First 550 kWh, per kWh........................................................$0.1020
Excess, per kWh ...................................................................$0.0760
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EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2026:  The rate, per month per meter, shall be the total of the 
following charges:

Customer Charge, per month ............................................................$12.00

Infrastructure Charge, per month........................................................$6.00

Summer Energy Rate
All energy, per kWh..............................................................$0.1050

Winter Energy Rate
First 550 kWh, per kWh........................................................$0.1050
Excess, per kWh ...................................................................$0.0810

B. RESIDENTIAL SPACE HEATING.  Available to residential class customers employing 
electric energy to heat thirty percent (30%) or more of the net year around living area 
of a home.

1. Electrical heating equipment or appliances must be permanently installed.

2. Heat rate classification will be made available upon request to the BPW, to those 
customers who qualify.

3. Heat rate classification will be applied where the building permit is issued for 
construction incorporating electric heat.

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2025:  The rate, per month per meter, shall be the total of the 
following charges:

Customer Charge, per month ............................................................$12.00

Infrastructure Charge, per month........................................................$3.00

Summer Energy Rate
All energy, per kWh..............................................................$0.1020

Winter Energy Rate
First 550 kWh, per kWh........................................................$0.1020
Excess, per kWh ...................................................................$0.0600

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2026:  The rate, per month per meter, shall be the total of the 
following charges:

Customer Charge, per month ............................................................$12.00
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Infrastructure Charge, per month........................................................$6.00

Summer Energy Rate
All energy, per kWh..............................................................$0.1050

Winter Energy Rate
First 550 kWh, per kWh........................................................$0.1050
Excess, per kWh ...................................................................$0.0684

C. GENERAL SERVICE.  Available to customers taking single or three-phase service for 
general commercial and governmental usage and for miscellaneous power, where 
monthly peak demand does not exceed 100 kW for any three (3) consecutive months 
during the previous twelve (12) month period.  Classification of any General Service 
or General Service Demand customer whose referenced demand falls between 25 kW 
and 100 kW shall be at the sole discretion of the BPW, as it deems appropriate, and 
shall be effective for a minimum of twelve (12) months.

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2025:  The rate, per month per meter, shall be the total of the 
following charges:

Customer Charge, per month ............................................................$20.00

Infrastructure Charge, per month........................................................$4.00

Summer Energy Rate
All energy, per kWh..............................................................$0.1150

Winter Energy Rate
First 1,200 kWh, per kWh.....................................................$0.1150
Excess, per kWh ...................................................................$0.0920
Electric Heat Winter Rate*, per kWh ...................................$0.0660

*The Electric Heat Winter Rate is available to General Service customers where 
the primary source of space heating is electric energy and is only applicable to 
winter usage.

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2026:  The rate, per month per meter, shall be the total of the 
following charges:

Customer Charge, per month ............................................................$20.00

Infrastructure Charge, per month........................................................$8.00
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Summer Energy Rate
All energy, per kWh..............................................................$0.1200

Winter Energy Rate
First 1,200 kWh, per kWh.....................................................$0.1200
Excess, per kWh ...................................................................$0.0950
Electric Heat Winter Rate*, per kWh ...................................$0.0724

*The Electric Heat Winter Rate is available to General Service customers where 
the primary source of space heating is electric energy and is only applicable to 
winter usage.

D. GENERAL SERVICE DEMAND.  This classification is available to any non-residential 
customer whose peak measured demand exceeds 25 kW for any consecutive three 
(3) months during the previous twelve (12) month period.  Any customer with peak 
demand exceeding 100 kW for three (3) consecutive months during the previous 
twelve (12) month period is required to take service under this rate schedule. 
Classification of any General Service or General Service Demand customer whose 
referenced demand falls between 25 kW and 100 kW shall be at the sole discretion of 
the BPW, as it deems appropriate, and shall be effective for a minimum of twelve (12) 
months.

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2025:  The rate, per month per meter, shall be the total of the 
following charges together with any applicable metering adjustment:

Summer
Customer Charge, per month.................................................$50.00
Infrastructure Charge, per month..........................................$10.00
Demand Charge, per kW of Billing Demand...........................$17.00
Energy Charge, per kWh.......................................................$0.0430

Winter
Customer Charge, per month.................................................$50.00
Infrastructure Charge, per month..........................................$10.00
Demand Charge, per kW of Billing Demand...........................$15.00
Energy Charge, per kWh.......................................................$0.0388

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2026:  The rate, per month per meter, shall be the total of the 
following charges together with any applicable metering adjustment:

Summer
Customer Charge, per month.................................................$50.00
Infrastructure Charge, per month..........................................$20.00
Demand Charge, per kW of Billing Demand...........................$18.00
Energy Charge, per kWh.......................................................$0.0458
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Winter
Customer Charge, per month.................................................$50.00
Infrastructure Charge, per month..........................................$20.00
Demand Charge, per kW of Billing Demand...........................$15.75
Energy Charge, per kWh.......................................................$0.0400

MINIMUM CHARGE.  Unless a higher minimum bill to cover extraordinary investment 
is agreed to by the BPW and the customer, the minimum monthly bill shall be the sum 
of the Demand, Energy and Customer Charge for the billing period.

DETERMINATION OF BILLING DEMAND.  The billing demand shall be the higher of the 
measured demand or sixty percent (60%) of the highest measured demand 
established during the preceding summer months of June through September.

DETERMINATION OF MEASURED DEMAND.  The measured demand for any billing 
period shall be the highest 15-minute integrated demand, express in kilowatts and 
adjusted for power factor (if necessary), during the billing period.

POWER FACTOR ADJUSTMENT.  If the customer’s measured demand exceeds 500 kW 
and if the customer’s power factor is less than ninety percent (90%), the demand will 
be adjusted to a ninety percent (90%) power factor.  The measured maximum kilowatt 
demand will be multiplied by ninety percent (90%) and divided by the customer’s 
power factor (expressed as a percent) as calculated from the maximum measured kW 
and KVAR (or Q) demand readings.

SCHEDULE OF METERING ADJUSTMENTS

1. Primary Metering. Where the BPW has furnished all transformation equipment 
and where metering is at primary voltage, single or three-phase service, the 
kilowatt-hour consumption shall be reduced by two percent (2%).

2. Subtransmission Metering. Where the BPW has furnished all transformation 
equipment and where metering is a subtransmission voltage, three-phase service, 
the kilowatt-hour consumption shall be reduced by four percent (4%).

3. Primary Service. Where the customer owns and maintains all transformation 
equipment and all other facilities beyond the point of measurement and where 
metering is at primary voltage, single or three-phase service, the kilowatt-hour 
consumption shall be reduced by two percent (2%).

4. Subtransmission Service. Where the customer owns and maintains all 
transformation equipment and all other facilities beyond the point of 



Page 6 of 10

measurement and where metering is at subtransmission voltage, three-phase 
service, the kilowatt-hour consumption shall be reduced by four percent (4%).

5. Multiple Service.  Where the customer is served by multiple voltages and pays for 
totalization equipment, the customer shall be billed for the demand and kilowatt-
hour consumption totalized; however, any and all scheduled adjustments shall be 
applied to the respective voltages and services.

E. FEDERAL POWER DELIVERY SERVICE.  This service is available to any customer that 
has an allocation of power and energy from the Western Area Power Administration 
(or its successors or assigns) and takes delivery of that power and energy at one of the 
BPW’s primary delivery voltages (7.2/12.47 kV or 2.4/41.6 kV).  The customer shall 
pay a delivery rate for subtransmission and subtransformation service based on the 
peak usage of the BPW’s facilities.

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2025:  The rate shall be the total of the following charges 
together with any applicable metering adjustment:

Customer Charge, per month ..........................................................$100.00
Demand Charge, per kW of Billing Demand per month.......................$2.31

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2026:  The rate shall be the total of the following charges 
together with any applicable metering adjustment:

Customer Charge, per month ..........................................................$125.00
Demand Charge, per kW of Billing Demand per month.......................$2.45

DETERMINATION OF BILLING DEMAND.  The Billing Demand shall be the maximum 
demand occurring at any time during the current billing period.

F. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT RATE.  Available to any customer that meets all of the 
following conditions:

1. Provide new or additional load of 1,000 kW or greater on a monthly basis.

2. Has monthly load factor, calculated by dividing the energy usage by the product 
of the peak demand and the number of hours in the month, of sixty percent (60%) 
or greater.

3. The customer has entered into an agreement with either the State of Nebraska or 
other political subdivision to provide an economic development project under 
state or local law.
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4. The customer has entered into an agreement with the BPW that incorporates key 
terms and conditions as well as specifying the energy supply charge.

Customers are eligible to take service under this rate schedule for sixty (60) billing 
months. Service under this rate schedule will begin upon notification that it has met 
the conditions above and it is prepared to begin taking service. Prior to this 
notification and after the sixty-month period, service will be provided under the 
otherwise-applicable rate schedule.

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2025:  The rate shall be the total of the following charges:

Customer Charge, per month ..........................................................$500.00
Demand Charge

Transmission / Ancillary Service – SPP ...................$4.14 per kW (1)
Transmission – Substation......................................$0.53 per kW (2)

Energy Supply Charge ..............................................BPW Cost of Energy (3)
BPW Administration/Delivery Charge ................................$0.008 per kWh

(1) Billing demand based on customer’s contribution to BPW monthly peak 
demand. 

(2) Billing demand based on customer’s contribution to the BPW annual highest 
peak during current month or previous eleven (11) months, regardless of 
hour.

(3) BPW cost of energy will be calculated a case-by-case basis and rates included 
in customer agreement.

DEMAND CHARGES.  All charges related to Transmission / Ancillary Service and 
Transmission Substation Demand and Ancillary Services Demand are based on actual 
costs and will be adjusted annually on or about January 1.

POWER FACTOR ADJUSTMENT.  Power factor adjustments will be made in the billing 
demand, when the power factor, as determined by test, at the time of the customer’s 
maximum use is less than ninety-three percent (93%).  The measured maximum kW 
demand will be multiplied by ninety-three percent (93%) and divided by the customer’s 
power factor (express in percent) determined at the time of the customer’s maximum 
use.

G. LARGE SERVICE – CONTRACT.  The monthly rates for large power contract service shall 
be applicable to electric service provided under a standard form agreement where the 
customer agrees to a minimum billing demand of at least 500 kW for a period of no less 
than three (3) years.
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EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2025:  The rate, per month, shall be the total of the following 
charges together with any applicable metering adjustment:

Customer Charge, per month .........................Pursuant to Negotiated Contract
Demand Charge, per kW of Billing Demand ...Pursuant to Negotiated Contract
Energy Charge, per kWh of Energy.................Pursuant to Negotiated Contract

SECTION 3.  SECURITY LIGHTS

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2025:  A monthly charge for energy and use of each light installed 
for residential and commercial use shall be:

Per Month/ 
Per Fixture

Residential......................................................................................$9.60
Commercial ..................................................................................$13.89

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2026:  A monthly charge for energy and use of each light installed 
for residential and commercial use shall be:

Residential....................................................................................$10.18
Commercial ..................................................................................$14.73

SECTION 4.  NET METERING RATE

A. SMALL POWER PRODUCERS / NET METERING RATE.  Certain customers of the BPW 
may qualify as Small Power Producers under the federal law and regulations, such as 
the Public Utilities Regulatory Policy Act of 1978 (PURPA), and regulations of the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), implementing the Act.  To qualify for 
this rate, the nameplate capacity of the generator must be less than 25 kW and the 
facility must be a FERC-defined Qualifying Facility (QF), meaning the generation either 
is a co-generation facility or relies on biomass, waste or renewable fuel (wind, solar 
or water) to produce electric energy.  

Such customers shall be subject to approval by the BPW’s General Manager.  
Customer must ensure that the following conditions are met:

1. Customer is responsible for all costs associated with constructing, operating, and 
maintaining interconnection facilities required to ensure the safe operation of 
BPW facilities.

2. Customer must execute an agreement with BPW.
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MONTHLY RATE.  The customer will be allowed to use the electrical output of their 
applicable QF to supply all or a portion of their own load and delivery any surplus to 
the BPW.  If over the billing period there is a net flow of energy from the BPW to the 
customer, the customer will be billed for the net use at rates included in their 
applicable standard rate schedule.  If over the billing period there is a net flow of 
energy from the customer to the BPW (i.e., Net Excess Generation, or NEG), the 
customer will be billed for the non-energy charges included in their applicable 
standard rate schedule and a monetary credit for such NEG will be determined and 
carried forward to the subsequent billing period as an offset to future energy charges.  
If at the end of the calendar year an amount is owed to the customer for accumulated 
monetary credits associated with NEG, then such amount will be paid to the customer.

The monetary credit for NEG is based on the average locational marginal price for the 
City of Beatrice node for the calendar year for which the calculated of excess energy 
is completed.

B. LARGE QUALIFYING FACILITIES RATE.  Certain customers of the BPW may qualify as 
Qualifying Facilities (QF) under the federal law and regulations, such as the Public 
Utilities Regulation Policy Act of 1978 (PURPA), and regulations of the Federal 
Regulatory Commission (FERC), implementing the Act.  Any customer with nameplate 
capacity of greater than 25 kW and is a FERC-defined QF, meaning the generation 
either is a co-generation facility or relies on biomass, waste or renewable fuel (wind, 
solar or water) to produce electric energy is deemed a large QF and shall take service 
under this Large Qualifying Facilities Rate.

Such customers shall be subject to approval by the BPW’s General Manager.  
Customer must ensure that the following conditions are met:

1. Customer is responsible for all costs associated with constructing, operating, and 
maintaining interconnection facilities required to ensure the safe operation of 
BPW facilities.

2. Customer must execute an agreement with the BPW.

3. Customer must pay a non-refundable fee of $1,000 for BPW to review the 
application, approve metering and interconnection, and install necessary 
interconnection facilities.

MONTHLY RATE.  If QF has nameplate capacity of more than 25 kW, generation must 
be metered separately from the customer’s load.  The customer must pay the BPW’s 
retail rate for its entire usage and will receive a monetary credit based on the 
customer’s generation.

The monetary credit for NEG is based on the following purchase rates:
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All months: The hourly locational marginal price for the City of Beatrice load 
node multiplied by the hourly generation.

C. NON-QUALIFYING FACILITIES.  Any customer-owned generation that does not meet 
FERC Qualifying Facility status requirements will not be allowed to operate in parallel 
with the BPW system.  An approved transfer switch that will break the interconnection 
to the BPW system or an approved closed-transition switch is required for operation 
of non-qualifying generation.

SECTION 5.  RETAIL POWER PRODUCTION COST ADJUSTMENT (PCA)

All billings are subject to the Power Production Cost Adjustment based upon the BPW’s 
total monthly wholesale costs, plus losses.  There may be added to, or subtracted from, 
customer’s bill an amount equal to the customer’s monthly kilowatt-hours multiplied by the 
amount of the Power Production Cost Adjustment computation.

SECTION 6.  That Ordinance Number 23-20 and any other ordinances or resolutions or 
parts of ordinances or resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

SECTION 7.  That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage, 
approval, and publication as provided by law.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 15th day of September, 2025.

Attest:

___________________________________ ____________________________________
Erin Saathoff, MMC, City Clerk Robert Morgan, Mayor
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ORDINANCE NUMBER 23-2025-____

An ordinance to establish electric utility rates in the City of Beatrice, Nebraska, in 

accordance with Section 26-41 of the Beatrice City Code; to repeal Ordinance Number 21-3723-

20 and all other ordinances, resolutions or parts of ordinances or resolutions in conflict herewith; 

and to provide for publication in electric form and an effective date of this ordinance.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEATRICE, NEBRASKA:

SECTION 1.  For the purposes of this ordinance, the meaning of the following term shall 
be defined as follows:

Summer/Winter Rate Months:  The summer rates shall apply to customer usage between 
June 1st and October 1st of each year.  The winter rates shall apply to customer usage 
anytime except when summer rates apply.

SECTION 2.  Rates to be charged by the City of Beatrice, Nebraska, Board of Public Works 
(BPW) for electrical energy sold to consumers by the City shall be as follows, to-wit:

A. RESIDENTIAL SERVICE.  Available to customers taking single or three-phase electric 
service for residential uses of electric service, including lighting, cooking, heating, 
refrigeration, and use of household appliances in a single-family dwelling unit, a two-
family dwelling unit, or a multiple-family dwelling unit having a single or three-phase 
motor of not over five (5) horsepower demand.  In the event the horsepower rating is 
not shown on the nameplate of a single or three-phase motor, this classification will 
be available to customers with a locked-rotor current of 168 amperes or less as 
determined by the BPW.

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2023OCTOBER 1, 2025:  The rate, per month per meter, shall be 
the total of the following charges:

Customer Charge, per month ............................................................$12.00

Infrastructure Charge, per month........................................................$3.00

Summer Energy Rate
All energy, per kWh......................................................$0.09901020

Winter Energy Rate
First 550 kWh, per kWh................................................$0.09901020
Excess, per kWh ...........................................................$0.07400760
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EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2026:  The rate, per month per meter, shall be the total of the 
following charges:

Customer Charge, per month ............................................................$12.00

Infrastructure Charge, per month........................................................$6.00

Summer Energy Rate
All energy, per kWh..............................................................$0.1050

Winter Energy Rate
First 550 kWh, per kWh........................................................$0.1050
Excess, per kWh ...................................................................$0.0810

B. RESIDENTIAL SPACE HEATING.  Available to residential class customers employing 
electric energy to heat thirty percent (30%) or more of the net year around living area 
of a home.

1. Electrical heating equipment or appliances must be permanently installed.

2. Heat rate classification will be made available upon request to the BPW, to those 
customers who qualify.

3. Heat rate classification will be applied where the building permit is issued for 
construction incorporating electric heat.

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2023OCTOBER 1, 2025:  The rate, per month per meter, shall be 
the total of the following charges:

Customer Charge, per month ............................................................$12.00

Infrastructure Charge, per month........................................................$3.00

Summer Energy Rate
All energy, per kWh......................................................$0.09901020

Winter Energy Rate
First 550 kWh, per kWh................................................$0.09901020
Excess, per kWh ...........................................................$0.05300600

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2026:  The rate, per month per meter, shall be the total of the 
following charges:

Customer Charge, per month ............................................................$12.00
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Infrastructure Charge, per month........................................................$6.00

Summer Energy Rate
All energy, per kWh..............................................................$0.1050

Winter Energy Rate
First 550 kWh, per kWh........................................................$0.1050
Excess, per kWh ...................................................................$0.0684

C. GENERAL SERVICE.  Available to customers taking single or three-phase service for 
general commercial and governmental usage and for miscellaneous power, where 
monthly peak demand does not exceed 100 kW for any three (3) consecutive months 
during the previous twelve (12) month period.  Classification of any General Service 
or General Service Demand customer whose referenced demand falls between 25 kW 
and 100 kW shall be at the sole discretion of the BPW, as it deems appropriate, and 
shall be effective for a minimum of twelve (12) months.

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2023OCTOBER 1, 2025:  The rate, per month per meter, shall be 
the total of the following charges:

Customer Charge, per month ............................................................$20.00

Infrastructure Charge, per month........................................................$4.00

Summer Energy Rate
All energy, per kWh......................................................$0.11101150

Winter Energy Rate
First 1,200 kWh, per kWh.............................................$0.11101150
Excess, per kWh ...........................................................$0.08700920
Electric Heat Winter Rate*, per kWh ...........................$0.05680660

*The Electric Heat Winter Rate is available to General Service customers where 
the primary source of space heating is electric energy and is only applicable to 
winter usage.

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2026:  The rate, per month per meter, shall be the total of the 
following charges:

Customer Charge, per month ............................................................$20.00

Infrastructure Charge, per month........................................................$8.00
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Summer Energy Rate
All energy, per kWh..............................................................$0.1200

Winter Energy Rate
First 1,200 kWh, per kWh.....................................................$0.1200
Excess, per kWh ...................................................................$0.0950
Electric Heat Winter Rate*, per kWh ...................................$0.0724

*The Electric Heat Winter Rate is available to General Service customers where 
the primary source of space heating is electric energy and is only applicable to 
winter usage.

D. GENERAL SERVICE DEMAND.  This classification is available to any non-residential 
customer whose peak measured demand exceeds 25 kW for any consecutive three 
(3) months during the previous twelve (12) month period.  Any customer with peak 
demand exceeding 100 kW for three (3) consecutive months during the previous 
twelve (12) month period is required to take service under this rate schedule. 
Classification of any General Service or General Service Demand customer whose 
referenced demand falls between 25 kW and 100 kW shall be at the sole discretion of 
the BPW, as it deems appropriate, and shall be effective for a minimum of twelve (12) 
months.

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2023OCTOBER 1, 2025:  The rate, per month per meter, shall be 
the total of the following charges together with any applicable metering adjustment:

Summer
Customer Charge, per month.................................................$50.00
Infrastructure Charge, per month..........................................$10.00
Demand Charge, per kW of Billing Demand..................$16.0017.00
Energy Charge, per kWh...............................................$0.04100430

Winter
Customer Charge, per month.................................................$50.00
Infrastructure Charge, per month..........................................$10.00
Demand Charge, per kW of Billing Demand..................$14.5015.00
Energy Charge, per kWh...............................................$0.03750388

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2026:  The rate, per month per meter, shall be the total of the 
following charges together with any applicable metering adjustment:

Summer
Customer Charge, per month.................................................$50.00
Infrastructure Charge, per month..........................................$20.00
Demand Charge, per kW of Billing Demand...........................$18.00
Energy Charge, per kWh.......................................................$0.0458
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Winter
Customer Charge, per month.................................................$50.00
Infrastructure Charge, per month..........................................$20.00
Demand Charge, per kW of Billing Demand...........................$15.75
Energy Charge, per kWh.......................................................$0.0400

MINIMUM CHARGE.  Unless a higher minimum bill to cover extraordinary investment 
is agreed to by the BPW and the customer, the minimum monthly bill shall be the sum 
of the Demand, Energy and Customer Charge for the billing period.

DETERMINATION OF BILLING DEMAND.  The billing demand shall be the higher of the 
measured demand or sixty percent (60%) of the highest measured demand 
established during the preceding summer months of June through September.

DETERMINATION OF MEASURED DEMAND.  The measured demand for any billing 
period shall be the highest 15-minute integrated demand, express in kilowatts and 
adjusted for power factor (if necessary), during the billing period.

POWER FACTOR ADJUSTMENT.  If the customer’s measured demand exceeds 500 kW 
and if the customer’s power factor is less than ninety percent (90%), the demand will 
be adjusted to a ninety percent (90%) power factor.  The measured maximum kilowatt 
demand will be multiplied by ninety percent (90%) and divided by the customer’s 
power factor (expressed as a percent) as calculated from the maximum measured kW 
and KVAR (or Q) demand readings.

SCHEDULE OF METERING ADJUSTMENTS

1. Primary Metering. Where the BPW has furnished all transformation equipment 
and where metering is at primary voltage, single or three-phase service, the 
kilowatt-hour consumption shall be reduced by two percent (2%).

2. Subtransmission Metering. Where the BPW has furnished all transformation 
equipment and where metering is a subtransmission voltage, three-phase service, 
the kilowatt-hour consumption shall be reduced by four percent (4%).

3. Primary Service. Where the customer owns and maintains all transformation 
equipment and all other facilities beyond the point of measurement and where 
metering is at primary voltage, single or three-phase service, the kilowatt-hour 
consumption shall be reduced by two percent (2%).

4. Subtransmission Service. Where the customer owns and maintains all 
transformation equipment and all other facilities beyond the point of 



Page 6 of 11

measurement and where metering is at subtransmission voltage, three-phase 
service, the kilowatt-hour consumption shall be reduced by four percent (4%).

5. Multiple Service.  Where the customer is served by multiple voltages and pays for 
totalization equipment, the customer shall be billed for the demand and kilowatt-
hour consumption totalized; however, any and all scheduled adjustments shall be 
applied to the respective voltages and services.

E. IRRIGATION SERVICE.  Where the customer elects to have year around electric 
service, the General Service rate with twelve (12) monthly billings will apply.  Should 
a meter be disconnected during any calendar year, the final billing will contain the 
remaining months of that calendar year times the minimum charge per month.

Where the customer elects to have electric power service turned on only during the 
irrigation season, one of the following rates will apply:

1. Full Service.  Available to customers who elect to have electric power service 
available one hundred percent (100%) of the time during irrigation season with 
the exception of scheduled or unscheduled outages.

a. Fixed Charge.  $55.00 per horsepower connected plus an energy charge of 
$0.0851 per kilowatt-hour consumed.  The fixed charge is to be billed with the 
monthly billing rendered during a calendar year.

b. Minimum Bill.  A minimum billing of $17.50 per month will be charged during 
the period when electric power service has been turned on.

c. Connected Load.  The horsepower rating will be taken from the nameplate 
rating of the motor.  Where no nameplate is available, the Superintendent of 
the Electric Department of the BPW will make the horsepower determination.

2. Interruptible Service.  Available to customers who elect to participate in the BPW 
direct control (interruptible) of irrigation loads.  During the months of June 
through September, the BPW may interrupt irrigation pump service; provided, 
however, the customer’s irrigation service will not be interrupted during the hours 
of 11:00 p.m. to 9:00 a.m. (Central Daylight Savings Time), Independence Day and 
Labor Day.

a. Fixed Charge.  $24.00 per horsepower connected plus an energy charge of 
$0.0851 per kilowatt-hour consumed.  The fixed charge is to be billed with the 
monthly billing rendered during a calendar year.

b. Minimum Bill.  A minimum billing of $17.50 per month will be charged during 
the period when electric power service has been turned on.
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Connected Load.  The horsepower rating will be taken from the nameplate rating 
of the motor.  Where no nameplate is available, the Superintendent of the Electric 
Department of the BPW will make the horsepower determination.

F.E.FEDERAL POWER DELIVERY SERVICE.  This service is available to any customer that 
has an allocation of power and energy from the Western Area Power Administration 
(or its successors or assigns) and takes delivery of that power and energy at one of the 
BPW’s primary delivery voltages (7.2/12.47 kV or 2.4/41.6 kV).  The customer shall 
pay a delivery rate for subtransmission and subtransformation service based on the 
peak usage of the BPW’s facilities.

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2025:  The rate shall be the total of the following charges 
together with any applicable metering adjustment:

Customer Charge, per month .................................................$75.00100.00
Demand Charge, per kW of Billing Demand per month................$2.182.31

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2026:  The rate shall be the total of the following charges 
together with any applicable metering adjustment:

Customer Charge, per month ..........................................................$125.00
Demand Charge, per kW of Billing Demand per month.......................$2.45

DETERMINATION OF BILLING DEMAND.  The Billing Demand shall be the maximum 
demand occurring at any time during the current billing period.

G.F. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT RATE.  Available to any customer that meets all of the 
following conditions:

1. Provide new or additional load of 1,000 kW or greater on a monthly basis.

2. Has monthly load factor, calculated by dividing the energy usage by the product 
of the peak demand and the number of hours in the month, of sixty percent (60%) 
or greater.

3. The customer has entered into an agreement with either the State of Nebraska or 
other political subdivision to provide an economic development project under 
state or local law.

4. The customer has entered into an agreement with the BPW that incorporates key 
terms and conditions as well as specifying the energy supply charge.
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Customers are eligible to take service under this rate schedule for sixty (60) billing 
months. Service under this rate schedule will begin upon notification that it has met 
the conditions above and it is prepared to begin taking service. Prior to this 
notification and after the sixty-month period, service will be provided under the 
otherwise-applicable rate schedule.

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2023OCTOBER 1, 2025:  The rate shall be the total of the following 
charges:

Customer Charge, per month ..........................................................$500.00
Demand Charge

Transmission / Ancillary Service – SPP ............$3.144.14 per kW (1)
Transmission – Substation.................................$0.50 53 per kW (2)

Energy Supply Charge ..............................................BPW Cost of Energy (3)
BPW Administration/Delivery Charge .........................$0.006 008 per kWh

(1) Billing demand based on customer’s contribution to BPW monthly peak 
demand. 

(2) Billing demand based on customer’s contribution to the BPW annual highest 
peak during current month or previous eleven (11) months, regardless of 
hour.

(3) BPW cost of energy will be calculated a case-by-case basis and rates included 
in customer agreement.

DEMAND CHARGES.  All charges related to Transmission / Ancillary Service and 
Transmission Substation Demand and Ancillary Services Demand are based on actual 
costs and will be adjusted annually on or about January 1.

POWER FACTOR ADJUSTMENT.  Power factor adjustments will be made in the billing 
demand, when the power factor, as determined by test, at the time of the customer’s 
maximum use is less than ninety-three percent (93%).  The measured maximum kW 
demand will be multiplied by ninety-three percent (93%) and divided by the customer’s 
power factor (express in percent) determined at the time of the customer’s maximum 
use.

H.G. LARGE SERVICE – CONTRACT.  The monthly rates for large power contract service 
shall be applicable to electric service provided under a standard form agreement where 
the customer agrees to a minimum billing demand of at least 500 kW for a period of no 
less than three (3) years.

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2023OCTOBER 1, 2025:  The rate, per month, shall be the total of the 
following charges together with any applicable metering adjustment:
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Customer Charge, per month ............$500.00Pursuant to Negotiated Contract
Demand Charge, per kW of Billing Demand ...Pursuant to Negotiated Contract
Energy Charge, per kWh of Energy.................Pursuant to Negotiated Contract

SECTION 3.  RETAIL POWER PRODUCTION COST ADJUSTMENT (PCA)

All billings are subject to the Power Production Cost Adjustment based upon the BPW’s 
total monthly wholesale costs, plus losses.  There may be added to, or subtracted from, 
customer’s bill an amount equal to the customer’s monthly kilowatt-hours multiplied by the 
amount of the Power Production Cost Adjustment computation.

SECTION 43.  SECURITY LIGHTS

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2023OCTOBER 1, 2025:  A monthly charge for energy, and use of, each 
light installed for residential and commercial use shall be:

Per Month/ 
Per Fixture

Mercury Vapor
175 Watt ........................................................................................$9.60
250 Watt ......................................................................................$10.71
400 Watt ......................................................................................$14.58

High Pressure Sodium
100 Watt ......................................................................................$10.23
250 Watt ......................................................................................$13.89
400 Watt ......................................................................................$16.97

LED
Residential......................................................................................$9.60
Commercial ..................................................................................$13.89

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2026:  A monthly charge for energy and use of each light installed 
for residential and commercial use shall be:

LED
Residential....................................................................................$10.18
Commercial ..................................................................................$14.73

SECTION 54.  NET METERING RATE

A. SMALL POWER PRODUCERS / NET METERING RATE.  Certain customers of the BPW 
may qualify as Small Power Producers under the federal law and regulations, such as 
the Public Utilities Regulatory Policy Act of 1978 (PURPA), and regulations of the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), implementing the Act.  To qualify for 
this rate, the nameplate capacity of the generator must be less than 25 kW and the 
facility must be a FERC-defined Qualifying Facility (QF), meaning the generation either 



Page 10 of 11

is a co-generation facility or relies on biomass, waste or renewable fuel (wind, solar 
or water) to produce electric energy.  

Such customers shall be subject to approval by the BPW’s General Manager.  
Customer must ensure that the following conditions are met:

1. Customer is responsible for all costs associated with constructing, operating, and 
maintaining interconnection facilities required to ensure the safe operation of 
BPW facilities.

2. Customer must execute an agreement with BPW.

MONTHLY RATE.  The customer will be allowed to use the electrical output of their 
applicable QF to supply all or a portion of their own load and delivery any surplus to 
the BPW.  If over the billing period there is a net flow of energy from the BPW to the 
customer, the customer will be billed for the net use at rates included in their 
applicable standard rate schedule.  If over the billing period there is a net flow of 
energy from the customer to the BPW (i.e., Net Excess Generation, or NEG), the 
customer will be billed for the non-energy charges included in their applicable 
standard rate schedule and a monetary credit for such NEG will be determined and 
carried forward to the subsequent billing period as an offset to future energy charges.  
If at the end of the calendar year an amount is owed to the customer for accumulated 
monetary credits associated with NEG, then such amount will be paid to the customer.

The monetary credit for NEG is based on the average locational marginal price for the 
City of Beatrice node for the calendar year for which the calculated of excess energy 
is completed.

B. LARGE QUALIFYING FACILITIES RATE.  Certain customers of the BPW may qualify as 
Qualifying Facilities (QF) under the federal law and regulations, such as the Public 
Utilities Regulation Policy Act of 1978 (PURPA), and regulations of the Federal 
Regulatory Commission (FERC), implementing the Act.  Any customer with nameplate 
capacity of greater than 25 kW and is a FERC-defined QF, meaning the generation 
either is a co-generation facility or relies on biomass, waste or renewable fuel (wind, 
solar or water) to product produce electric energy is deemed a large QF and shall take 
service under this Large Qualifying Facilities Rate.

Such customers shall be subject to approval by the BPW’s General Manager.  
Customer must ensure that the following conditions are met:

1. Customer is responsible for all costs associated with constructing, operating, and 
maintaining interconnection facilities required to ensure the safe operation of 
BPW facilities.
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2. Customer must execute an agreement with the BPW.

3. Customer must pay a non-refundable fee of $1,000 for BPW to review the 
application, approve metering and interconnection, and install necessary 
interconnection facilities.

MONTHLY RATE.  If QF has nameplate capacity of more than 25 kW, generation must 
be metered separately from the customer’s load.  The customer must pay the BPW’s 
retail rate for its entire usage and will receive a monetary credit based on the 
customer’s generation.

The monetary credit for NEG is based on the following purchase rates:

All months: The hourly locational marginal price for the City of Beatrice load 
node multiplied by the hourly generation.

C. NON-QUALIFYING FACILITIES.  Any customer-owned generation that does not meet 
FERC Qualifying Facility status requirements will not be allowed to operate in parallel 
with the BPW system.  An approved transfer switch that will break the interconnection 
to the BPW system or an approved closed-transition switch is required for operation 
of non-qualifying generation.

SECTION 35.  RETAIL POWER PRODUCTION COST ADJUSTMENT (PCA)

All billings are subject to the Power Production Cost Adjustment based upon the BPW’s 
total monthly wholesale costs, plus losses.  There may be added to, or subtracted from, 
customer’s bill an amount equal to the customer’s monthly kilowatt-hours multiplied by the 
amount of the Power Production Cost Adjustment computation.

SECTION 6.  That Ordinance Number 21-3723-20 and any other ordinances or resolutions 
or parts of ordinances or resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

SECTION 7.  That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage, 
approval, and publication as provided by law.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 19th ______ day of June, 2023September, 2025.

Attest:

___________________________________ ____________________________________
Erin Saathoff, CMC, City Clerk Robert Morgan, Mayor
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ORDINANCE NUMBER 25-___

An ordinance to revise the water rate charges for water purchased from the City of 

Beatrice, Nebraska; to authorize the Beatrice Board of Public Works to establish charges to be 

paid by property owners for tapping of commercial mains; to repeal Ordinance Number 21-38 

and any other conflicting ordinances or parts of ordinances; and to provide for publication in 

electric form and an effective date of this ordinance.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEATRICE, NEBRASKA:

SECTION 1.  The following charges are hereby adopted and established for customers of 

the Water Works System of Beatrice, Nebraska, based on service charges and monthly 

consumption; 

(a)  The monthly service charge will be assessed according to the following schedule:

For Service through 5/8 or 3/4 inch meter.......................  $12.75
For Service through a 1 inch meter................................... $15.95
For Service through a 1 1/4 or 1 1/2 inch meter............... $21.20
For Service through a 2 inch meter................................... $29.15
For Service through a 3 inch meter or larger.................... $51.25

(b)  Charges for Water furnished in addition to the Service Charges shall be set at    
$2.25/1,000 gallons of water usage.

(c)  The monthly charge for water from transmission line furnished to Agrium U.S. Inc. 
and Koch Nitrogen, Inc., pursuant to the contracts between said Companies and the 
Board of Public Works and amendments thereto shall be as follows:  the service 
charge will be assessed as $51.25 per month, for the first 100,000 gallons, the rate 
above in (b) shall apply.

Next.....400,000 gallons........ $0.79 per 1,000 gallons
Over….500,000 gallons......... $0.56 per 1,000 gallons

(d)  The monthly charge for water furnished to the Lower Big Blue Natural Resources District 
and the Village of Filley, Nebraska pursuant to contracts between said political subdivisions 
and the City of Beatrice, and amendments thereto, shall be as follows:

     Service Charge.................. $53.25
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Charges for Water furnished in addition to the Service Charges shall be 
set at $2.25 per 1,000 gallons of water usage.

(e)  A charge shall be made for fire hydrants and sprinkler service (unmetered) at the 
following rate:

Private Fire Hydrants..................... $95.00 per year
4 Inch Sprinkler Service................. $170.00 per year
6 Inch Sprinkler Service................. $245.00 per year
8 Inch Sprinkler Service................. $330.00 per year

(f) A monthly infrastructure improvement charge will be assessed according to the 
following schedule:

For Residential customers $4.00 per month
For Commercial customers $5.00 per month

SECTION 2.  The Beatrice Board of Public Works is hereby authorized to establish the 

charges to be paid by the owner of any property desiring to connect the same with a commercial 

main in the City of Beatrice.  Such charges shall be based upon the average cost to the Beatrice 

Board of Public Works for such tapping of commercial mains in the City of Beatrice.

SECTION 3.  That the charges prescribed and established by this Ordinance shall become 

effective October 1, 2025 and shall remain in full force and effective until amended or repealed 

by an ordinance of the City of Beatrice.  All billings after the effective date of this Ordinance shall 

be at the new rates.

SECTION 4. That Ordinance Number 21-38 and any other ordinances or parts of 

ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

SECTION 5.  That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage, 

approval, and publication as provided by law.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 15th day of September, 2025.

Attest:

____________________________________  ___________________________________
Erin Saathoff, MMC, City Clerk  Robert Morgan, Mayor
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ORDINANCE NUMBER 21-3825-___

An ordinance to revise the water rate charges for water purchased from the City of 

Beatrice, Nebraska; to authorize the Beatrice Board of Public Works to establish charges to be 

paid by property owners for tapping of commercial mains; to repeal Ordinance Number 16-

04521-38 and any other conflicting ordinances or parts of ordinances; and to provide for 

publication in electric form and an effective date of this ordinance.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEATRICE, NEBRASKA:

SECTION 1.  The following charges are hereby adopted and established for customers of 

the Water Works System of Beatrice, Nebraska, based on service charges and monthly 

consumption; 

(a)  The monthly service charge will be assessed according to the following schedule:

For Service through 5/8 or 3/4 inch meter.......................  $12.75
For Service through a 1 inch meter................................... $15.95
For Service through a 1 1/4 or 1 1/2 inch meter............... $21.20
For Service through a 2 inch meter................................... $29.15
For Service through a 3 inch meter or larger.................... $51.25

(b)  Charges for Water furnished in addition to the Service Charges shall be set at    
$2.25/1,000 gallons of water usage.

(c)  The monthly charge for water from transmission line furnished to Agrium U.S. Inc. 
and Koch Nitrogen, Inc., pursuant to the contracts between said Companies and the 
Board of Public Works and amendments thereto shall be as follows:  the service 
charge will be assessed as $51.25 per month, for the first 100,000 gallons, the rate 
above in (b) shall apply.

Next.....400,000 gallons........ $0.796 per 1,000 gallons
Over….500,000 gallons......... $0.563 per 1,000 gallons

(d)  The monthly charge for water furnished to the Lower Big Blue Natural Resources District 
and the Village of Filley, Nebraska pursuant to contracts between said political subdivisions 
and the City of Beatrice, and amendments thereto, shall be as follows:

     Service Charge.................. $5153.25
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Charges for Water furnished in addition to the Service Charges shall be 
set at $2.25 per 1,000 gallons of water usage.

(e)  A charge shall be made for fire hydrants and sprinkler service (unmetered) at the 
following rate:

Private Fire Hydrants..................... $95.00 per year
4 Inch Sprinkler Service................. $170.00 per year
6 Inch Sprinkler Service................. $245.00 per year
8 Inch Sprinkler Service................. $330.00 per year

(f) A monthly infrastructure improvement charge will be assessed according to the 
following schedule:

For Residential customers $24.00 per month
For Commercial customers $3.005.00 per month

SECTION 2.  The Beatrice Board of Public Works is hereby authorized to establish the 

charges to be paid by the owner of any property desiring to connect the same with a commercial 

main in the City of Beatrice.  Such charges shall be based upon the average cost to the Beatrice 

Board of Public Works for such tapping of commercial mains in the City of Beatrice.

SECTION 3.  That the charges prescribed and established by this Ordinance shall become 

effective November October 1, 20215 and shall remain in full force and effective until amended 

or repealed by an ordinance of the City of Beatrice.  All billings after the effective date of this 

Ordinance shall be at the new rates.

SECTION 4. That the charges prescribed and establish by this Ordinance in Section 1 

Paragraph (c) regarding charges to Agrium U.S., Inc. and Koch Nitrogen, Inc. shall become 

effective January 1, 2022, and shall remain in full force and effective until amended or repealed 

by an ordinance of the City of Beatrice.  All billings after the effective date of this Ordinance shall 

be at the new rates.

SECTION 54. That Ordinance Number 16-04521-38 and any other ordinances or parts of 

ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.
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SECTION 65.  That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage, 

approval, and publication as provided by law.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 7th 15th day of September, 20215.

Attest:

____________________________________  ___________________________________
Erin Saathoff, CMMC, City Clerk  Stan WirthRobert Morgan, Mayor
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ORDINANCE NUMBER 25-_____

An ordinance to regulate the fees and charges for use of the Wastewater Treatment 

System of the City of Beatrice, Nebraska (“City”); to repeal Ordinance Number 21-39; to repeal 

conflicting ordinances or parts of ordinances; and to provide for publication in electric form and 

an effective date of this ordinance.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEATRICE, NEBRASKA:

SECTION 1.  Definitions.

The following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them:

Abnormal BOD:  The BOD content of the sewage in excess of 220 milligrams per liter.

Abnormal FOG:  The FOG content of the sewage in excess of 100 milligrams per liter.

Abnormal TKN:  The TKN content of the sewage in excess of 30 milligrams per liter.

Abnormal TSS:  The sum of the TSS content of the sewage in excess of 250 milligrams per 

liter.

BOD (Biochemical Oxygen Demand):  The quantity of oxygen utilized in biochemical 

oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedure in five (5) days at 20 degrees 

Celsius (68 degrees Fahrenheit), expressed in milligrams per liter.

COD (Chemical Oxygen Demand):  A measurement of the oxygen-deletion capacity of a 

water sample contaminated with organic waste mater.

Commercial user:  A sewer service user engaged in business, economic, or professional 

activities or has a single water meter serving two (2) or more dwelling units who normally uses 

an average of 25,000 gallons or less of water per day over a twelve (12) month period, or who is 

so designated by the City.
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FOG (Fats, Oils and Grease):  Fats, Oils, and Grease typically derived from animal or 

vegetable origins that may interfere with the operations of the collection system or wastewater 

treatment facility or become a removal problem at the wastewater treatment facility.

Permitted user:  A sewer service user engaged in selling, warehousing, or distributing a 

commodity or engaged in business, economic, or professional activities who normally uses in 

excess of an average of 25,000 gallons of water per day, or has abnormal wastes as defined 

above, over a twelve (12) month period for the immediate year preceding.  If not in business for 

one (1) year, the determination is based on the City’s projections of monthly water use.

PPM (Denotes parts per million): Shall mean milligrams per liter. 

Residential user:  A sewer user with a single-family dwelling unit used exclusively as a 

place of abode and served by a separate water meter or any sewer service user so designated by 

the City.

Septic Waste Hauler:  Any business that takes waste only from septic tanks and trucks or 

hauls such waste for direct disposal at the City’s wastewater treatment plant.  

Sewer user:  Any owner, possessor, tenant, occupier, inhabitant, holder or person using 

premises, property or structures of every kind, nature and description, which have water service 

from any supply source and are connected directly or indirectly with the sewage system of the 

City (also known as the wastewater collection and treatment system).

TKN (Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen):  Total nitrogen in a substance determined by digesting with 

sulfuric acid and a catalyst; the nitrogen is reduced to ammonia, which is then measured.

Toxic pollutant:  Any substance in concentrations greater than those allowed under State 

of Nebraska or Federal regulations that may require extraction and disposal.
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TSS (Total Suspended Solids):  Solids that float on the surface or are in suspension in water, 

sewage, or other liquids, and which are removable by laboratory filtering, expressed in milligrams 

per liter.

SECTION 2.  Meters.

A sewer user that obtains all or a part of its water service from any privately owned and 

operated supply source, shall report the name and address of such privately owned and operated 

supply source  to the City and shall, at its own cost and expense,  provide meter facilities 

satisfactory to the City, for determining the volume of water obtained from such privately owned 

and operated supply source, so that, based thereon,  the proper sewer service charge may be 

levied in accordance with Section 7; provided, however, sewer users may, at their option and  

expense, and with the approval of the City, install sewage meters to measure all sewage  

discharged into the sanitary, combination, or storm sewers.  The rates specified in Section 6 shall 

apply equally to sewage meters.  Where, in the judgment of the City, by reason of special or 

unusual conditions, such meter requirements would be inequitable or unfair to the user, a special 

rate may be established by administrative rule or regulation, with approval of the Board of Public 

Works.  The City shall not require the installation of sewer meters or other wastewater measuring 

devices if the property is not discharging abnormal wastes or other high strength sewage, unless 

special or unusual conditions merit the making of such a requirement.  In the event the City can 

determine the actual flow into the sanitary sewer by utilizing past user records and other reliable 

information, the City may waive the requirement of the installation of the meters described in 

this paragraph.  The City shall have the right to remove, repair, and reinstall any such permitted 

or required meter or device at the user’s expense.
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SECTION 3.  Obtaining and Analyzing Sewer Samples.

All Permitted Users shall, in addition to the other provisions of this Ordinance, comply 

with the following provisions:

Monitoring Facilities

City shall utilize and maintain its current monitoring facilities for purposes of acquiring 

the test samples required by this Ordinance.  In the event such facilities become inadequate or 

obsolete, the Permitted user shall, at Permitted User’s expense, construct and maintain a 

monitoring facility to allow inspection, sampling and flow measurement of the lateral sewer or 

internal drainage systems and shall also ensure sampling or metering equipment is provided, 

installed, operated and maintained at Permitted User’s expense.  Authorized personnel of the 

City shall have access to such monitoring facilities at all times for inspection, sampling and sample 

collection.  If such facilities are locked, special arrangements shall be made to allow access by 

City personnel.

City shall also have the right to set up a monitoring device at such facility at City’s expense.

Access to Property

Permitted User shall allow authorized personnel of the City ready access at all reasonable 

times to all parts of its property for the purpose of inspection, sampling, or for the performance 

of their duties.  City shall have the right to set upon Permitted User’s property such devices as 

are necessary to conduct sampling or metering operations at City’s cost and risk.  While 

performing such work, City’s personnel shall observe all safety rules established by Permitted 

User applicable to its plant or facilities and such personnel shall not interfere with the normal 

operations of Permitted User’s plant or facility.
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Sampling Methods

All measurements, tests, and analysis of the characteristics of Permitted User’s waste 

shall be determined in accordance with the latest edition of STANDARD METHODS FOR 

EXAMINATION OF WATER AND WASTE WATER published by the American Public Health 

Association and American Water Works Association and shall be determined at the monitoring 

facilities or from samples taken at such monitoring facilities.  Samples shall be carried out by 

customarily accepted methods to reflect the efforts of waste constituents upon the wastewater 

treatment system and to determine the existence of a possible hazard to life, limb, property, and 

proper operation of the wastewater treatment facility.  All samples taken by the City will be 

divided and shared with the Permitted User, if requested, and the results of said testing shall be 

made available by the City to Permitted User upon receipt.  Sampling shall be done a minimum 

of five (5) days selected at random by the City every ninety (90) day period.  The Permitted User 

shall be responsible for the costs of the analysis of the samples and the costs shall be directly 

billed to the Permitted User.  The City may, in its discretion and at its cost obtain additional 

samples.  Nothing herein contained shall preclude Permitted User from collecting their own 

samples, and presenting their analysis to the City for consideration.  Should Permitted User 

collect their own samples, Permitted User shall make available to the City one-half (1/2) of such 

samples.  If Permitted User does present such analysis for City’s consideration, City shall review 

such data in light of all samples collected and presented for analysis.

The City Engineer shall first resolve all questions relative to the results of sampling and 

testing.  If Permitted User does not accept the decision of the City Engineer, it shall give written 

notice to the City by virtue of depositing the same with the City Clerk or mailing the same to the 
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City Clerk by Certified Mail.  At the written request of Permitted User, any disputes as to the 

testing results shall be submitted to a mutually agreeable laboratory for further tests, which 

results shall be final for determinations regarding such samples.  In the event of a test by such 

third-party laboratory, then the cost of the same shall be borne by the party making such written 

request therein.  In the event Permitted User fails to give written notice of its objection to the 

City’s tests or decision by the wastewater facility operator within ten (10) days after receipt of 

such test information or decision, said test information or decision will become final.

Annual Meeting

The City, and Designated Permitted Users will personally meet to discuss issues of joint 

interest to the parties, such as the Permitted User’s change of operating procedures that may 

affect the City’s utilities, changed operating costs of the City, and any other issues the parties 

deem important to the operation of the City’s Sewer System.  The City shall adjust the Permitted 

User’s rates up or down for the following calendar year based on documented factual changes in 

the factors used to determine the monthly rate set forth in this Ordinance.  This provision shall 

not prohibit the City from adjusting the rates of the Permitted User at other times throughout 

the year if the City deems it advisable.  City shall review any intermediate rate adjustments with 

the Permitted User should this situation occur.

Surcharges

In the event that Permitted User’s waste discharged shall exceed the allocations as 

assigned in Section 6 below, then the Permitted User shall also pay surcharges to the City for 

excessive strength waste based upon the following provisions:

a. Volume, BOD, Suspended Solids, and TKN Surcharge.  On a five (5) day basis (or longer 
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duration if elected by the City), the average daily waste discharge of the Permitted User shall be 

calculated and, in the event, Permitted User exceeds the allocated amount of volume, BOD, FOG, 

TSS, or TKN, a surcharge shall be calculated for the components that exceed the allocated 

amount.  The surcharge shall be multiplied by the number of calendar days between scheduled 

or re-test sampling activities beginning on the first day of the five (5) day (or longer duration if 

elected by the City) sampling period to the start of the next five (5) day (or longer duration if 

elected by the City) sampling period to obtain the total surcharge.  The portion of the total 

surcharge that occurs in each billing period shall be added to the billing to be paid by the 

Permitted User on a monthly basis.  The daily surcharge shall be calculated in accordance with 

the following formula:

i. SC = [Rb (Bt – Bm) + Rs (St – Sm) + Rt  (Tt – Tm) + Rf  (Ft – Fm)] x 8.34 x (Vt/1,000,000)

ii. For purposes of the above formula, the variables shall be defined as follows:

Bm = BOD in allocated normal wastewater defined as 220mg/L

Bt = BOD in measured wastewater in PPM

Ft = FOG in measured wastewater PPM

Fm = FOG in allocated normal wastewater defined as 100 mg/L

Rf = FOG treatment cost per pound per day ($/lb)

Rs = Suspended solids treatment cost per pound per day ($/lb)

Rb = BOD treatment cost per pound per day ($/lb)

Rt = TKN treatment cost per pound per day ($/lb)

Tt = TKN in measured wastewater in PPM

Tm = TKN in allocated normal wastewater defined as 30 mg/L
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St = Suspended solids in measured wastewater in PPM

Sm = Suspended solids in allocated normal wastewater defined as 250 mg/L

Vt = Volume of wastewater generated by user in gallons per day

SC = Surcharge ($)

For the purpose of the above formula, Rs and Rf shall equal 25 cents ($0.25) per 

pound, Rb shall equal 1.26 dollars ($1.26) per pound, and Rt shall equal 63 cents 

($0.63) per pound.  The treatment cost for each surcharge component may be 

increased by resolution of the Beatrice City Council from time to time as the City’s 

costs associated with the components increase.  The City shall provide the Permitted 

User at least one (1) month advance notice of a surcharge component increase.

Incident Charges

In the case of an incident occurring from a Permitted User which requires the wastewater 

treatment facility operator to be called to the facility at other than normal working hours, a five 

hundred fifty-dollar ($550.00) incident charge shall be levied.  For purposes of this Ordinance, 

normal working hours are defined as 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Further, if 

any discrete sample within a twenty-four (24) hour period exceeds a concentration of 8,000 mg/l 

COD in any one discrete sample, an incident charge of five hundred fifty dollars ($550.00) shall 

be levied whether or not the operator was called out, unless proper notification is made to the 

City within one (1) hour of occurrence.

SECTION 4.  Grease, Oil, and Sand Interceptor; When Required.

Grease, oil, and sand interceptors shall be provided by the owner of a property when, in 

the opinion of the City, they are necessary for the proper handling of liquid wastes containing 
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grease in excessive amounts, or any flammable wastes, sand, or other harmful ingredients; 

except that such interceptors shall not be required for residences.  All interceptors shall be of a 

type and capacity approved by the City, and shall be located as to be readily and easily accessible 

for cleaning and inspection.

SECTION 5.  Discharger Responsible for Increased Costs.

Any user, septic waste hauler, persons, or company which discharges any toxic pollutants 

which cause an increase in the cost of managing the effluent or the sludge from the sewage 

system, or any user, septic waste hauler, persons, or company which discharges any substance 

which singly or by interaction with any other substances causes identifiable increases in the cost 

of operation, maintenance, or replacement of the sewer system, shall pay for such increased 

costs.  The charge to each such user, septic waste hauler, persons, or company shall be as 

determined by the City.

SECTION 6.  Rates Effective October 1, 2025.

Character of Service.  The City shall endeavor to provide dependable sewer services, 

adequate to meet the reasonable, anticipated, and projected needs of its customers.

Rate Schedules.  For all Residential, Commercial, and Permitted Users of the sanitary 

sewer system, the rates are as follows:

a. The wastewater minimum charge shall be:

For Residential customers $12.00 per month
For Commercial customers $12.00 per month
For Permitted Users $125.00 per month

b. The wastewater use unit charge per 1,000 gallons of water (wastewater) shall be:

For Residential customers $3.25 
For Commercial customers $3.25 
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For Permitted Users $3.42 

c. A monthly infrastructure improvement charge shall be:

For Residential customers $7.00 per month
For Commercial customers $8.00 per month
For Permitted Users $9.00 per month

d. The charge for septic waste hauler shall be:

$35.00 for any number of gallons disposed of up to 1,000 gallons.  Any 
additional gallons disposed of beyond the initial 1,000 gallons shall be charged 
at $35.00 per 1,000 gallons.  Each trip to Wastewater Treatment Facility shall 
constitute a separate disposal.

e. The charge for Permitted Users shall be:

BOD in Excess of 220 mg/L $1.26 per lb
FOG in Excess of 100 mg/L $0.25 per lb
TSS in Excess of 250 mg/L              $0.25 per lb
TKN in Excess of 30 mg/L $0.63 per lb

SECTION 7.  Monthly Bill Computation.

Bill.  Customer Charge + Infrastructure Improvement Charge + Flow-Based Usage Charge 

(if applicable) + Abnormal Sewage Strength Charges (if applicable).

Residential.  The monthly fee for each residential user of the sanitary sewer system of the 

City shall be passed upon the monthly average of water used by the user during at least three (3) 

of the winter months of December, January, February, or March; multiplied by the applicable 

residential rate plus the customer charge, plus the infrastructure improvement charge.  This 

monthly fee shall be used for the ensuing twelve (12) months.

The monthly fee for residential multiple unit users of the sanitary sewer system shall be 

the larger of one (1) of the following:

a. The applicable residential rate multiplied by the monthly average of water used at the 
residence user during at least three (3) of the winter months of December, January, 
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February, or March, plus the minimum charge, plus the infrastructure improvement 
charge.

b. The minimum charge times the number of living units plus infrastructure 
improvement charge.

Commercial.  The monthly fee for each commercial user of the sanitary sewer system of 

the City shall be based on the monthly commercial water metered by the user (unless the 

commercial water usage is modified by the next two (2) paragraphs) multiplied by the applicable 

commercial rate plus the customer charge plus the infrastructure improvement charge, plus 

charges for abnormal concentrations of BOD, TSS, FOG, and TKN discharged to the sewer system.

Each commercial user using water which does not enter the sanitary sewer system of the 

City shall be required to install a water meter to measure the applicable monthly water usage 

which does not enter the sanitary sewer and will be utilized as a deduction from the master meter 

for purposes of computing the monthly commercial use fee of the sanitary sewer system or at 

the option of the City, will be required to install a meter to measure the actual flow into the 

sanitary sewer for purposes of computing the monthly fee.  In the event the City can determine 

the actual flow into the sanitary sewer by utilizing past user records and other reliable 

information, the City may waive the requirement of the installation of the meters described in 

this paragraph and the use the determined flow multiplied by the commercial rate to obtain the 

monthly fee.

Commercial users utilizing water for lawn care during summer months shall have rates 

established for the months of May, June, July, August, September, and October based upon the 

commercial use rate multiplied by the monthly average of water used by the user during at least 

three (3) of the winter months of December, January, February, or March.
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The monthly fee for commercial multiple unit users of the sanitary sewer system shall be 

the following:

a. The applicable commercial rate multiplied by the months commercial water metered 
by the user (or the amount of water used as determined in the two (2) prior 
paragraphs), plus the number of units multiplied by the customer charge.

Commercial users with concentrations of BOD, TSS, FOG, or TKN less than those indicated 

in Section 6 will only receive applicable charges for flow usage plus the customer charge each 

month plus the infrastructure improvement charge.

Permitted.  The monthly fee for each Permitted user of the sanitary sewer system of the 

City will be based on the customer charge plus infrastructure improvement charge plus flow 

based usage charge plus any abnormal sewage strength charges.

The City will allow the establishment of a Permitted Agreement and Permit in lieu of the 

above charge system.  This Ordinance will govern the use and charges from the Permitted User.

SECTION 8. Sewer Tap Fees.

The Beatrice Board of Public Works is hereby authorized to establish the charges to be 

paid by the owner of any property desiring to connect the same with a commercial main in the 

City of Beatrice.

SECTION 9.  Late Payment Additions for Residential and Commercial Users.

That the Beatrice Board of Public Works shall establish a policy regarding fees charged for 

late payments.

SECTION 10.  Late Payment Additions for Permitted Users.

That the Beatrice Board of Public Works shall establish a policy regarding fees charged for 

late payments.  In the event Permitted User shall fail to pay all sums due in accordance with the 



Page 13 of 13

provisions of this Ordinance within forty-five (45) calendar days of the due date of said billing, 

City may discontinue supplying services to Permitted Users property until such time as said bill 

shall be paid.

Should Permitted User contest its bill, it shall have fifteen (15) calendar days from the due 

date thereof to contest the same by so notifying the City Clerk.  The Permitted User shall have 

the right, during such fifteen (15) calendar day period to request verification of said bill.  After 

City has reviewed said bill and reached a final decision thereon, should the Permitted user 

disagree with said decision, it may appeal said decision as provided by the statutes of the laws of 

the State of Nebraska.

SECTION 11.  Effective Date.

That the charges prescribed and established by this Ordinance shall become effective 

October 1, 2025 and shall remain in full force and effective until amended or repealed by an 

ordinance of the City of Beatrice.  All billings after the effective date of this Ordinance shall be at 

the new rates.  

SECTION 12.  That Ordinance Number 21-39 and any other ordinances or parts of 

ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

SECTION 13.  That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage, 

approval, and publication as provided by law.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 15th day of September, 2025.

Attest:

_________________________________ ____________________________________
Erin Saathoff, MMC, City Clerk                       Robert Morgan, Mayor
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ORDINANCE NUMBER 21-3925-_____

An ordinance to regulate the fees and charges for use of the Wastewater Treatment 

System of the City of Beatrice, Nebraska (“City”); to repeal Ordinance Number 16-04621-39; to 

repeal conflicting ordinances or parts of ordinances; and to provide for publication in electric 

form and an effective date of this ordinance.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEATRICE, NEBRASKA:

SECTION 1.  Definitions.

The following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them:

Abnormal BOD:  The BOD content of the sewage in excess of 220 milligrams per liter.

Abnormal FOG:  The FOG content of the sewage in excess of 100 milligrams per liter.

Abnormal TKN:  The TKN content of the sewage in excess of 30 milligrams per liter.

Abnormal TSS:  The sum of the TSS content of the sewage in excess of 250 milligrams per 

liter.

BOD (Biochemical Oxygen Demand):  The quantity of oxygen utilized in biochemical 

oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedure in five (5) days at 20 degrees 

Celsius (68 degrees Fahrenheit), expressed in milligrams per liter.

COD (Chemical Oxygen Demand):  A measurement of the oxygen-deletion capacity of a 

water sample contaminated with organic waste mater.

Commercial user:  A sewer service user engaged in business, economic, or professional 

activities or has a single water meter serving two (2) or more dwelling units who normally uses 

an average of 25,000 gallons or less of water per day over a twelve (12) month period, or who is 

so designated by the City.
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FOG (Fats, Oils and Grease):  Fats, Oils, and Grease typically derived from animal or 

vegetable origins that may interfere with the operations of the collection system or wastewater 

treatment facility or become a removal problem at the wastewater treatment facility.

Permitted user:  A sewer service user engaged in selling, warehousing, or distributing a 

commodity or engaged in business, economic, or professional activities who normally uses in 

excess of an average of 25,000 gallons of water per day, or has abnormal wastes as defined 

above, over a twelve (12) month period for the immediate year preceding.  If not in business for 

one (1) year, the determination is based on the City’s projections of monthly water use.

PPM (Denotes parts per million): Shall mean milligrams per liter. 

Residential user:  A sewer user with a single-family dwelling unit used exclusively as a 

place of abode and served by a separate water meter or any sewer service user so designated by 

the City.

Septic Waste Hauler:  Any business that takes waste only from septic tanks and trucks or 

hauls such waste for direct disposal at the City’s wastewater treatment plant.  

Sewer user:  Any owner, possessor, tenant, occupier, inhabitant, holder or person using 

premises, property or structures of every kind, nature and description, which have water service 

from any supply source and are connected directly or indirectly with the sewage system of the 

City (also known as the wastewater collection and treatment system).

TKN (Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen):  Total nitrogen in a substance determined by digesting with 

sulfuric acid and a catalyst; the nitrogen is reduced to ammonia, which is then measured.

Toxic pollutant:  Any substance in concentrations greater than those allowed under State 

of Nebraska or Federal regulations that may require extraction and disposal.
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TSS (Total Suspended Solids):  Solids that float on the surface or are in suspension in water, 

sewage, or other liquids, and which are removable by laboratory filtering, expressed in milligrams 

per liter.

SECTION 2.  Meters.

A sewer user that obtains all or a part of its water service from any privately owned and 

operated supply source, shall report the name and address of such privately owned and operated 

supply source  to the City and shall, at its own cost and expense,  provide meter facilities 

satisfactory to the City, for determining the volume of water obtained from such privately owned 

and operated supply source, so that, based thereon,  the proper sewer service charge may be 

levied in accordance with Section 7; provided, however, sewer users may, at their option and  

expense, and with the approval of the City, install sewage meters to measure all sewage  

discharged into the sanitary, combination, or storm sewers.  The rates specified in Section 6 shall 

apply equally to sewage meters.  Where, in the judgment of the City, by reason of special or 

unusual conditions, such meter requirements would be inequitable or unfair to the user, a special 

rate may be established by administrative rule or regulation, with approval of the Board of Public 

Works.  The City shall not require the installation of sewer meters or other wastewater measuring 

devices if the property is not discharging abnormal wastes or other high strength sewage, unless 

special or unusual conditions merit the making of such a requirement.  In the event the City can 

determine the actual flow into the sanitary sewer by utilizing past user records and other reliable 

information, the City may waive the requirement of the installation of the meters described in 

this paragraph.  The City shall have the right to remove, repair, and reinstall any such permitted 

or required meter or device at the user’s expense.
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SECTION 3.  Obtaining and Analyzing Sewer Samples.

All Permitted Users shall, in addition to the other provisions of this Ordinance, comply 

with the following provisions:

Monitoring Facilities

City shall utilize and maintain its current monitoring facilities for purposes of acquiring 

the test samples required by this Ordinance.  In the event such facilities become inadequate or 

obsolete, the Permitted user shall, at Permitted User’s expense, construct and maintain a 

monitoring facility to allow inspection, sampling and flow measurement of the lateral sewer or 

internal drainage systems and shall also ensure sampling or metering equipment is provided, 

installed, operated and maintained at Permitted User’s expense.  Authorized personnel of the 

City shall have access to such monitoring facilities at all times for inspection, sampling and sample 

collection.  If such facilities are locked, special arrangements shall be made to allow access by 

City personnel.

City shall also have the right to set up a monitoring device at such facility at City’s expense.

Access to Property

Permitted User shall allow authorized personnel of the City ready access at all reasonable 

times to all parts of its property for the purpose of inspection, sampling, or for the performance 

of their duties.  City shall have the right to set upon Permitted User’s property such devices as 

are necessary to conduct sampling or metering operations at City’s cost and risk.  While 

performing such work, City’s personnel shall observe all safety rules established by Permitted 

User applicable to its plant or facilities and such personnel shall not interfere with the normal 

operations of Permitted User’s plant or facility.
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Sampling Methods

All measurements, tests, and analysis of the characteristics of Permitted User’s waste 

shall be determined in accordance with the latest edition of STANDARD METHODS FOR 

EXAMINATION OF WATER AND WASTE WATER published by the American Public Health 

Association and American Water Works Association and shall be determined at the monitoring 

facilities or from samples taken at such monitoring facilities.  Samples shall be carried out by 

customarily accepted methods to reflect the efforts of waste constituents upon the wastewater 

treatment system and to determine the existence of a possible hazard to life, limb, property, and 

proper operation of the wastewater treatment facility.  All samples taken by the City will be 

divided and shared with the Permitted User, if requested, and the results of said testing shall be 

made available by the City to Permitted User upon receipt.  Sampling shall be done a minimum 

of five (5) days selected at random by the City every ninety (90) day period.  The Permitted User 

shall be responsible for the costs of the analysis of the samples and the costs shall be directly 

billed to the Permitted User.  The City may, in its discretion and at its cost obtain additional 

samples.  Nothing herein contained shall preclude Permitted User from collecting their own 

samples, and presenting their analysis to the City for consideration.  Should Permitted User 

collect their own samples, Permitted User shall make available to the City one-half (1/2) of such 

samples.  If Permitted User does present such analysis for City’s consideration, City shall review 

such data in light of all samples collected and presented for analysis.

The City Engineer shall first resolve all questions relative to the results of sampling and 

testing.  If Permitted User does not accept the decision of the City Engineer, it shall give written 

notice to the City by virtue of depositing the same with the City Clerk or mailing the same to the 
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City Clerk by Certified Mail.  At the written request of Permitted User, any disputes as to the 

testing results shall be submitted to a mutually agreeable laboratory for further tests, which 

results shall be final for determinations regarding such samples.  In the event of a test by such 

third-party laboratory, then the cost of the same shall be borne by the party making such written 

request therein.  In the event Permitted User fails to give written notice of its objection to the 

City’s tests or decision by the wastewater facility operator within ten (10) days after receipt of 

such test information or decision, said test information or decision will become final.

Annual Meeting

The City, and Designated Permitted Users will personally meet to discuss issues of joint 

interest to the parties, such as the Permitted User’s change of operating procedures that may 

affect the City’s utilities, changed operating costs of the City, and any other issues the parties 

deem important to the operation of the City’s Sewer System.  The City shall adjust the Permitted 

User’s rates up or down for the following calendar year based on documented factual changes in 

the factors used to determine the monthly rate set forth in this Ordinance.  This provision shall 

not prohibit the City from adjusting the rates of the Permitted User at other times throughout 

the year if the City deems it advisable.  City shall review any intermediate rate adjustments with 

the Permitted User should this situation occur.

Surcharges

In the event that Permitted User’s waste discharged shall exceed the allocations as 

assigned in Section 6 below, then the Permitted User shall also pay surcharges to the City for 

excessive strength waste based upon the following provisions:

a. Volume, BOD, Suspended Solids, and TKN Surcharge.  On a five (5) day basis (or longer 
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duration if elected by the City), the average daily waste discharge of the Permitted User shall be 

calculated and, in the event, Permitted User exceeds the allocated amount of volume, BOD, FOG, 

TSS, or TKN, a surcharge shall be calculated for the components that exceed the allocated 

amount.  The surcharge shall be multiplied by the number of calendar days between scheduled 

or re-test sampling activities beginning on the first day of the five (5) day (or longer duration if 

elected by the City) sampling period to the start of the next five (5) day (or longer duration if 

elected by the City) sampling period to obtain the total surcharge.  The portion of the total 

surcharge that occurs in each billing period shall be added to the billing to be paid by the 

Permitted User on a monthly basis.  The daily surcharge shall be calculated in accordance with 

the following formula:

i. SC = [Rb (Bt – Bm) + Rs (St – Sm) + Rt  (Tt – Tm) + Rf  (Ft – Fm)] x 8.34 x (Vt/1,000,000)

ii. For purposes of the above formula, the variables shall be defined as follows:

Bm = BOD in allocated normal wastewater defined as 220mg/L

Bt = BOD in measured wastewater in PPM

Ft = FOG in measured wastewater PPM

Fm = FOG in allocated normal wastewater defined as 100 mg/L

Rf = FOG treatment cost per pound per day ($/lb)

Rs = Suspended solids treatment cost per pound per day ($/lb)

Rb = BOD treatment cost per pound per day ($/lb)

Rt = TKN treatment cost per pound per day ($/lb)

Tt = TKN in measured wastewater in PPM

Tm = TKN in allocated normal wastewater defined as 30 mg/L
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St = Suspended solids in measured wastewater in PPM

Sm = Suspended solids in allocated normal wastewater defined as 250 mg/L

Vt = Volume of wastewater generated by user in gallons per day

SC = Surcharge ($)

For the purpose of the above formula, Rs and Rf shall equal 25 cents ($0.25) per 

pound, Rb shall equal 1.26 dollars ($1.26) per pound, and Rt shall equal 63 cents 

($0.63) per pound.  The treatment cost for each surcharge component may be 

increased by resolution of the Beatrice City Council from time to time as the City’s 

costs associated with the components increase.  The City shall provide the Permitted 

User at least one (1) month advance notice of a surcharge component increase.

Incident Charges

In the case of an incident occurring from a Permitted User which requires the wastewater 

treatment facility operator to be called to the facility at other than normal working hours, a five 

hundred fifty-dollar ($550.00) incident charge shall be levied.  For purposes of this Ordinance, 

normal working hours are defined as 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Further, if 

any discrete sample within a twenty-four (24) hour period exceeds a concentration of 8,000 mg/l 

COD in any one discrete sample, an incident charge of five hundred fifty dollars ($550.00) shall 

be levied whether or not the operator was called out, unless proper notification is made to the 

City within one (1) hour of occurrence.

SECTION 4.  Grease, Oil, and Sand Interceptor; When Required.

Grease, oil, and sand interceptors shall be provided by the owner of a property when, in 

the opinion of the City, they are necessary for the proper handling of liquid wastes containing 
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grease in excessive amounts, or any flammable wastes, sand, or other harmful ingredients; 

except that such interceptors shall not be required for residences.  All interceptors shall be of a 

type and capacity approved by the City, and shall be located as to be readily and easily accessible 

for cleaning and inspection.

SECTION 5.  Discharger Responsible for Increased Costs.

Any user, septic waste hauler, persons, or company which discharges any toxic pollutants 

which cause an increase in the cost of managing the effluent or the sludge from the sewage 

system, or any user, septic waste hauler, persons, or company which discharges any substance 

which singly or by interaction with any other substances causes identifiable increases in the cost 

of operation, maintenance, or replacement of the sewer system, shall pay for such increased 

costs.  The charge to each such user, septic waste hauler, persons, or company shall be as 

determined by the City.

SECTION 6.  Rates Effective November 1, 2021.

Character of Service.  The City shall endeavor to provide dependable sewer services, 

adequate to meet the reasonable, anticipated, and projected needs of its customers.

Rate Schedules.  For all Residential, Commercial, and Permitted Users of the sanitary 

sewer system, the rates are as follows:

a. The wastewater minimum charge shall be:

For Residential customers $12.00 per month
For Commercial customers $12.00 per month
For Permitted Users $125.00 per month

b. The wastewater use unit charge per 1,000 gallons of water (wastewater) shall be:

For Residential customers $3.00 
For Commercial customers $3.00 
For Permitted Users $3.17 
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c. A monthly infrastructure improvement charge shall be:

For Residential customers $5.00 per month
For Commercial customers $6.00 per month
For Permitted Users $7.00 per month

d. The charge for septic waste hauler shall be:

$35.00 for any number of gallons disposed of up to 1,000 gallons.  Any 
additional gallons disposed of beyond the initial 1,000 gallons shall be charged 
at $35.00 per 1,000 gallons.  Each trip to Wastewater Treatment Facility shall 
constitute a separate disposal.

e. The charge for Permitted Users shall be:

BOD in Excess of 220 mg/L $1.26 per lb
FOG in Excess of 100 mg/L $0.25 per lb
TSS in Excess of 250 mg/L              $0.25 per lb
TKN in Excess of 30 mg/L              $0.63 per lb

SECTION 76.  Rates Effective November October 1, 20225.

Character of Service.  The City shall endeavor to provide dependable sewer services, 

adequate to meet the reasonable, anticipated, and projected needs of its customers.

Rate Schedules.  For all Residential, Commercial, and Permitted Users of the sanitary 

sewer system, the rates are as follows:

f.a. The wastewater minimum charge shall be:

For Residential customers $12.00 per month
For Commercial customers $12.00 per month
For Permitted Users $125.00 per month

g.b. The wastewater use unit charge per 1,000 gallons of water (wastewater) shall 
be:

For Residential customers $3.25 
For Commercial customers $3.25 
For Permitted Users $3.42 

h.c.A monthly infrastructure improvement charge shall be:

For Residential customers $57.00 per month
For Commercial customers $68.00 per month
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For Permitted Users $79.00 per month
i.d. The charge for septic waste hauler shall be:

$35.00 for any number of gallons disposed of up to 1,000 gallons.  Any 
additional gallons disposed of beyond the initial 1,000 gallons shall be charged 
at $35.00 per 1,000 gallons.  Each trip to Wastewater Treatment Facility shall 
constitute a separate disposal.

j.e. The charge for Permitted Users shall be:

BOD in Excess of 220 mg/L $1.26 per lb
FOG in Excess of 100 mg/L $0.25 per lb
TSS in Excess of 250 mg/L              $0.25 per lb
TKN in Excess of 30 mg/L $0.63 per lb

SECTION 87.  Monthly Bill Computation.

Bill.  Customer Charge + Infrastructure Improvement Charge + Flow-Based Usage Charge 

(if applicable) + Abnormal Sewage Strength Charges (if applicable).

Residential.  The monthly fee for each residential user of the sanitary sewer system of the 

City shall be passed upon the monthly average of water used by the user during at least three (3) 

of the winter months of December, January, February, or March; multiplied by the applicable 

residential rate plus the customer charge, plus the infrastructure improvement charge.  This 

monthly fee shall be used for the ensuing twelve (12) months.

The monthly fee for residential multiple unit users of the sanitary sewer system shall be 

the larger of one (1) of the following:

a. The applicable residential rate multiplied by the monthly average of water used at the 
residence user during at least three (3) of the winter months of December, January, 
February, or March, plus the minimum charge, plus the infrastructure improvement 
charge.

b. The minimum charge times the number of living units plus infrastructure 
improvement charge.
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Commercial.  The monthly fee for each commercial user of the sanitary sewer system of 

the City shall be based on the monthly commercial water metered by the user (unless the 

commercial water usage is modified by the next two (2) paragraphs) multiplied by the applicable 

commercial rate plus the customer charge plus the infrastructure improvement charge, plus 

charges for abnormal concentrations of BOD, TSS, FOG, and TKN discharged to the sewer system.

Each commercial user using water which does not enter the sanitary sewer system of the 

City shall be required to install a water meter to measure the applicable monthly water usage 

which does not enter the sanitary sewer and will be utilized as a deduction from the master meter 

for purposes of computing the monthly commercial use fee of the sanitary sewer system or at 

the option of the City, will be required to install a meter to measure the actual flow into the 

sanitary sewer for purposes of computing the monthly fee.  In the event the City can determine 

the actual flow into the sanitary sewer by utilizing past user records and other reliable 

information, the City may waive the requirement of the installation of the meters described in 

this paragraph and the use the determined flow multiplied by the commercial rate to obtain the 

monthly fee.

Commercial users utilizing water for lawn care during summer months shall have rates 

established for the months of May, June, July, August, September, and October based upon the 

commercial use rate multiplied by the monthly average of water used by the user during at least 

three (3) of the winter months of December, January, February, or March.

The monthly fee for commercial multiple unit users of the sanitary sewer system shall be 

the following:
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a. The applicable commercial rate multiplied by the months commercial water metered 
by the user (or the amount of water used as determined in the two (2) prior 
paragraphs), plus the number of units multiplied by the customer charge.

Commercial users with concentrations of BOD, TSS, FOG, or TKN less than those indicated 

in Section 6 will only receive applicable charges for flow usage plus the customer charge each 

month plus the infrastructure improvement charge.

Permitted.  The monthly fee for each Permitted user of the sanitary sewer system of the 

City will be based on the customer charge plus infrastructure improvement charge plus flow 

based usage charge plus any abnormal sewage strength charges.

The City will allow the establishment of a Permitted Agreement and Permit in lieu of the 

above charge system.  This Ordinance will govern the use and charges from the Permitted User.

SECTION 98. Sewer Tap Fees.

The Beatrice Board of Public Works is hereby authorized to establish the charges to be 

paid by the owner of any property desiring to connect the same with a commercial main in the 

City of Beatrice.

SECTION 109.  Late Payment Additions for Residential and Commercial Users.

That the Beatrice Board of Public Works shall establish a policy regarding fees charged for 

late payments.

SECTION 110.  Late Payment Additions for Permitted Users.

That the Beatrice Board of Public Works shall establish a policy regarding fees charged for 

late payments.  In the event Permitted User shall fail to pay all sums due in accordance with the 

provisions of this Ordinance within forty-five (45) calendar days of the due date of said billing, 
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City may discontinue supplying services to Permitted Users property until such time as said bill 

shall be paid.

Should Permitted User contest its bill, it shall have fifteen (15) calendar days from the due 

date thereof to contest the same by so notifying the City Clerk.  The Permitted User shall have 

the right, during such fifteen (15) calendar day period to request verification of said bill.  After 

City has reviewed said bill and reached a final decision thereon, should the Permitted user 

disagree with said decision, it may appeal said decision as provided by the statutes of the laws of 

the State of Nebraska.

SECTION 121.  Effective Date.

That the charges prescribed and established by this Ordinance shall become effective 

November October 1, 20215 and shall remain in full force and effective until amended or 

repealed by an ordinance of the City of Beatrice.  All billings after the effective date of this 

Ordinance shall be at the new rates.  Except that the charges prescribed and established in 

Section 7 by this Ordinance shall become effective November 1, 2022 and shall remain in full 

force and effective until amended or repealed by an ordinance of the City of Beatrice.  All billings 

after the effective date of this Ordinance shall be at the new rates.  

SECTION 13.  That Ordinance Number 16-04621-39 and any other ordinances or parts of 

ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

SECTION 14.  That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage, 

approval, and publication as provided by law.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 7th 15th day of September, 20215.
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Attest:

_________________________________ ____________________________________
Erin Saathoff, CMMC, City Clerk                       Robert Morgan, Mayor



CITY HALL
400 Ella Street  | Beatrice, NE 68310
Phone: 402.228.5200   Fax: 402.228.2312

SERVICE CENTER
500 North Commerce Street  | Beatrice, NE 68310
Phone: 402.228.5211   Fax: 402.223.5181

BOARD POLICY: #165 (Replaces Board Policy #163)

DATE: September 10, 2025

SUBJECT: Water Tap Fees

Current Fee – Effective January 1, 2025:

The cost for a water tap shall be:

1” Water Tap $1,975.00
      

Over 1” Water Taps:  Water Superintendent shall set the fee based upon the cost 
of labor, equipment, and materials.

Fee – Effective January 1, 2026:

The cost for a water tap shall be:

1” Water Tap $2,400.00
      

Over 1” Water Taps:  Water Superintendent shall set the fee based upon the cost 
of labor, equipment, and materials.

a) An additional charge for the installation of water taps may be added if crossing a State or 
Federal highway or railroad is required.

b) No ¾” water taps shall be installed for new construction.

c) The cost of water tap fees shall be reviewed annually.

d) Water taps must be installed within one (1) year of purchase.  Water taps not installed within 
one (1) year of purchase will be void and the fee will be refunded.

______________________________________
 Tobias J. Tempelmeyer
 General Manager



CITY HALL
400 Ella Street  | Beatrice, NE 68310
Phone: 402.228.5200   Fax: 402.228.2312

SERVICE CENTER
500 North Commerce Street  | Beatrice, NE 68310
Phone: 402.228.5211   Fax: 402.223.5181

BOARD POLICY: #1635 (Replaces Board Policy #1603)

DATE: October 2, 2024September 10, 2025

SUBJECT: Water Tap Fees

Effective Current Fee – Effective January 1, 2025:

The cost for a water tap shall be:

1” Water Tap $1,975.00

Over 1” Water Taps Water Superintendent shall set the fee based upon the cost 
of labor, equipment, and materials.

Fee – Effective January 1, 2026:

The cost for a water tap shall be:

1” Water Tap $2,400.00

Over 1” Water Taps Water Superintendent shall set the fee based upon the cost 
of labor, equipment, and materials.

a) An additional charge for the installation of water taps may be added if crossing a State or 
Federal highway or railroad is required.

b) No ¾” water taps shall be installed for new construction.

c) The cost of water tap fees shall be reviewed annually.

d) Water taps must be installed within one (1) year of purchase.  Water taps not installed within 
one (1) year of purchase will be void and the fee will be refunded.

______________________________________
 Tobias J. Tempelmeyer
 General Manager
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