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503 STUDENT ATTENDANCE
I. PURPOSE

A. The school board believes that regular school attendance is directly related to
success in academic work, benefits students socially, provides opportunities
for important communications between teachers and students, and
establishes regular habits of dependability important to the future of the
student. The purpose of this policy is to encourage regular school
attendance. It is intended to be positive and not punitive.

B. This policy also recognizes that class attendance is a joint responsibility to be
shared by the student, parent or guardian, teacher, and administrators. This
policy will assist students in attending class.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
A. Responsibilities
1. Student’s Responsibility
It is the student’s right to be in school. It is also the student’s
responsibility to attend all assigned classes and study halls every day
that school is in session and to be aware of and follow the correct
procedures when absent from an assigned class or study hall. Finally,
it is the student’s responsibility to request any missed assignments
due to an absence.
2. Parent or Guardian’s Responsibility
It is the responsibility of the student’s parent or guardian to ensure the
student is attending school, to inform the school in the event of a
student absence, and to work cooperatively with the school and the
student to solve any attendance problems that may arise.
3. Teacher’s Responsibilit
It is the teacher’s responsibility to take daily attendance and to
maintain accurate attendance records in each assigned class and study
hall. It is also the teacher’s responsibility to be familiar with all
procedures governing attendance and to apply these procedures
uniformly. It is also the teacher’s responsibility to provide any student
who has been absent with any missed assignments upon request.
Finally, it is the teacher’s responsibility to work cooperatively with the
student’s parent or guardian and the student to solve any attendance
problems that may arise.
4, Administrator’s Responsibility
a. It is the administrator’'s responsibility to require students to
attend all assigned classes and study halls. It is also the
administrator’s responsibility to be familiar with all procedures
governing attendance and to apply these procedures uniformly
503 -10f9
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to all students, to maintain accurate records on student
attendance, and to prepare a list of the previous day’s absences
stating the status of each. Finally, it is the administrator’s
responsibility to inform the student’s parent or guardian of the
student’s attendance and to work cooperatively with them and
the student to solve attendance problems.

In accordance with the Minnesota Compulsory Instruction Law,
Minnesota. Statutes, section 120A.22, the students of the
school district are REQUIRED to attend all assigned classes
and/or study halls every day school is in session, unless the
student has been excused by the school board from attendance
because the student has already completed state and school
district standards required to graduate from high school, has
withdrawn, or has a valid excuse for absence.

Attendance Procedures

Attendance procedures shall be presented to the school board for review and
approval. When approved by the school board, the attendance procedures
will be included as an addendum to this policy.

1. Excused Absences

To be considered an excused absence, the student’s parent or
legal guardian may be asked to verify, in writing, the reason for
the student’s absence from school. A note from a physician or
a licensed mental health professional stating that the student
cannot attend school is a valid excuse.

The following reasons shall be sufficient to constitute excused
absences:

(1) Absences where the guardian has notified school within
24 hours of absence.

(1) Iliness.
(2) Serious illness in the student’s immediate family.

(3) A death or funeral in the student’s immediate family or
of a close friend or relative.

(4) Medical, dental, orthodontic or mental health
treatment/appointments.

(5) Court appearances occasioned by family or personal
action.

(6) Religious instruction not to exceed three hours in any
week.

(7) Physical emergency conditions such as fire, flood, storm,
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etc.

(8) Official school field trip or other school-sponsored
outing.

(9) Removal of a student pursuant to a suspension.
Suspensions are to be handled as excused absences and
students will be permitted to complete make-up work.

(10) Family emergencies.
(11) Active duty in any military branch of the United States.

(12) A student’s condition that requires ongoing treatment for
a mental health diagnosis.

C. Conseguences of Excused Absences

(1) Students whose absences are excused are required to
make up all assignments missed or to complete
alternative assignments as deemed appropriate by the
classroom teacher.

(2) Students will be allowed 2 days to makeup work for
every day absent upon return to school. Any work not
completed within this period shall result in “no credit”
for the missed assignment. However, the building
principal or the classroom teacher may extend the time
allowed for completion of make-up work in the case of
an extended illness or other extenuating circumstances.

(3) A student who is absent for extended time periods due
to a placement in an inpatient hospitalization behavioral
health unit due to a mental health emergency or
placement in a partial hospitalization program for their
mental health should be exempt from missed
assignments during that time period. Middle and High
School students will have a reduced workload if
exemptions are not possible based on course
requirements. At a maximum, teachers will require 50%
of missed points to be completed. Courses that may
have special circumstances requiring more work
completion (such as some CITS courses) must have
additional work requirements approved in writing by the
building principal following consultation with the teacher
and school counselor. It may warrant following the
identified college’s expectations and policies regarding
mental health, attendance, and assignment make-up.

2. Unexcused Absences
a. The following are examples of absences which will not be
excused:

503 -30of 9
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Tardiness

1.

(1) Truancy. An absence by a student which was not
approved by the parent and/or the school district.

(2) Any absence in which the student failed to comply with
any reporting requirements of the school district’s
attendance procedures including absences that are
unreported.

(3) Work at home.

(4) Work at a business, except under a school-sponsored
work release program.

(5) Absences resulting from accumulated unexcused tardies
(3 tardies equal one unexcused absence).

(6) Any other absence not included under the attendance
procedures set out in this policy.

Conseguences of Unexcused Absences

(1) Absences resulting from official suspension will be
handled in accordance with the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act,
Minnesota Statutes, sections 121A.40-121A.56.

(2) Days during which a student is suspended from school
shall not be counted in a student’s total accumulated
unexcused absences.

(3) In cases of recurring unexcused absences, the
administration may also request the county attorney to
file a petition with the juvenile court, pursuant to
Minnesota statutes.

Definition: Students are expected to be in their assigned area at
designated times. Failure to do so constitutes tardiness.

Procedures for Reporting Tardiness

a.

b.

Students tardy at the start of school must report to the school
office for an admission slip.

Tardiness between periods will be handled by the teacher.

Excused Tardiness

Valid excuses for tardiness are:

a.

Iliness.
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b. Serious illness in the student’s immediate family.

C. A death or funeral in the student’s immediate family or of a
close friend or relative.

d. Medical, dental, orthodontic, or mental health treatment.

e. Court appearances occasioned by family or personal action.

f. Physical emergency conditions such as fire, flood, storm, etc.

g. Any tardiness for which the student has been excused in writing

by an administrator or faculty member.

Unexcused Tardiness

a. An unexcused tardiness is failing to be in an assigned area at
the designated time class period commences without a valid
excuse.

D. Participation in Extracurricular Activities and School-Sponsored On-the-Job
Training Programs

1.

This policy applies to all students involved in any extracurricular
activity scheduled either during or outside the school day and any
school-sponsored on-the-job training programs.

School-initiated absences will be accepted and participation permitted.

A student may not participate in any activity or program if he or she
has an unexcused absence from any class during the day.

If a student is suspended from any class, he or she may not participate
in any activity or program that day.

If a student is absent from school due to medical reasons, he or she
must present a physician’s statement or a statement from the
student’s parent or guardian clearing the student for participation that
day. The note must be presented to the coach or advisor before the
student participates in the activity or program.

III. RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE ACCOMMODATION

Reasonable efforts will be made by the school district to accommodate any student
who wishes to be excused from a curricular activity for a religious observance.
Requests for accommodations should be directed to the building principal.

Iv. DISSEMINATION OF POLICY

1. Copies of this policy shall be made available to all students and parents at the
commencement of each school year. This policy shall also be available upon
request in each principal’s office.

503 -50f9
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2.

The school district will provide annual notice to parents of the school district’s
policy relating to a student’s absence from school for religious observance.

V. REQUIRED REPORTING

A.
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Continuing Truant

Minnesota Statutes section 260A.02 provides that a continuing truant is a
student who is subject to the compulsory instruction requirements of
Minnesota Statutes section 120A.22 and is absent from instruction in a
school, as defined in Minnesota Statutes section 120A.05, without valid
excuse within a single school year for:

1. Three days if the child is in elementary school; or

2. Three or more class periods on three days if the child is in middle
school, junior high school, or high school.

Reporting Responsibility

When a student is initially classified as a continuing truant, Minnesota
Statutes section 260A.03 provides that the school attendance officer or other
designated school official shall notify the student’s parent or legal guardian,
by first class mail or other reasonable means, of the following:

1. That the child is truant;

2. That the parent or guardian should notify the school if there is a valid
excuse for the child’s absences;

3. That the parent or guardian is obligated to compel the attendance of
the child at school pursuant to Minnesota Statutes section 120A.22
and parents or guardians who fail to meet this obligation may be
subject to prosecution under Minnesota Statutes section 120A.34;

4, That this notification serves as the notification required by Minnesota
Statutes section 120A.34;

5. That alternative educational programs and services may be available in
the child’s enrolling or resident district;

6. That the parent or guardian has the right to meet with appropriate
school personnel to discuss solutions to the child’s truancy;

7. That if the child continues to be truant, the parent and child may be
subject to juvenile court proceedings under Minnesota Statutes
Chapter 260C;

8. That if the child is subject to juvenile court proceedings, the child may

be subject to suspension, restriction, or delay of the child’s driving
privilege pursuant to Minnesota Statutes section 260C.201; and
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9.

That it is recommended that the parent or guardian accompany the
child to school and attend classes with the child for one day.

C. Habitual Truant

1.

Legal References:

Cross References:

Replacing:

First Reading:
Adopted:

First Reading:
Second Reading:
Adopted:

503 -70of9

A habitual truant is a child under the age of 17 years who is absent
from attendance at school without lawful excuse for seven school days
per school year if the child is in elementary school or for one or more
class periods on seven school days per school year if the child is in
middle school, junior high school, or high school, or a child who is 17
years of age who is absent from attendance at school without lawful
excuse for one or more class periods on seven school days per school
year and who has not lawfully withdrawn from school.

A school district attendance officer shall refer a habitual truant child
and the child’s parent or legal guardian to appropriate services and
procedures, under Minnesota Statutes Chapter 260A.

Minn. Stat. § 120A.05 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction)

Minn. Stat. § 120A.24 (Reporting)

Minn. Stat. § 120A.26 (Enforcement and Prosecution)

Minn. Stat. § 120A.34 (Violations; Penalties)

Minn. Stat. § 120A.35 (Absence from School for Religious Observance)
Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Pupil Fair Dismissal Act)

Minn. Stat. § 260A.02 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 260A.03 (Notice to Parent or Guardian When Child is a
Continuing Truant)

Minn. Stat. § 260C.007, subd. 19 (Habitual Truant Defined)

Minn. Stat. § 260C.201 (Dispositions; Children in Need of Protection or
Services or Neglected and in Foster Care)

Goss v. Lopez, 419 U.S. 565 (1975)

Slocum v. Holton Bd. of Educ., 429 N.W.2d 607 (Mich. App. Ct. 1988)
Campbell v. Bd. of Educ. of New Milford, 475 A.2d 289 (Conn. 1984)
Hamer v. Bd. of Educ. of Twp. High Sch. Dist. No. 113, 66 IIl. App.3d
7, 383 N.E.2d 231 (1978)

Gutierrez v. Sch. Dist. R-1, 585 P.2d 935 (Co. Ct. App. 1978)

Knight v. Bd. of Educ., 38 1ll. App. 3d 603, 348 N.E.2d 299 (1976)
Dorsey v. Bale, 521 S.W.2d 76 (Ky. 1975)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)

Policy 5025
03-22-2016
04-19-2016 ISD 709
06-20-2023

Duluth Public Schools ISD 709 | Duluth, MN | (218) 336-8752



Adopted:

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 503

Revised:

Orig. 1995
Rev. 2021

503 STUDENT ATTENDANCE

[Note:

The provisions of this policy substantially reflect statutory

requirements.]

I PURPOSE

A.

The school board believes that regular school attendance is directly related to
success in academic work, benefits students socially, provides opportunities
for important communications between teachers and students, and
establishes regular habits of dependability important to the future of the
student. The purpose of this policy is to encourage regular school
attendance. It is intended to be positive and not punitive.

This policy also recognizes that class attendance is a joint responsibility to be
shared by the student, parent or guardian, teacher, and administrators. This
policy will assist students in attending class.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.
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Responsibilities

1. Student’s Responsibility

It is the student’s right to be in school. It is also the student’s
responsibility to attend all assigned classes and study halls every day
that school is in session and to be aware of and follow the correct
procedures when absent from an assigned class or study hall. Finally,
it is the student’s responsibility to request any missed assignments
due to an absence.

5. g : an's F ibili

It is the responsibility of the student’s parent or guardian to ensure the
student is attending school, to inform the school in the event of a
student absence, and to work cooperatively with the school and the
student to solve any attendance problems that may arise.

3. Teacher’s Responsibility

It is the teacher’s responsibility to take daily attendance and to
maintain accurate attendance records in each assigned class and study
hall. It is also the teacher’s responsibility to be familiar with all
procedures governing attendance and to apply these procedures
uniformly. It is also the teacher’s responsibility to provide any student
who has been absent with any missed assignments upon request.
Finally, it is the teacher’s responsibility to work cooperatively with the
student’s parent or guardian and the student to solve any attendance
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problems that may arise.

4, Administrator’s Responsibility

a. It is the administrator’s responsibility to require students to
attend all assigned classes and study halls. It is also the
administrator’s responsibility to be familiar with all procedures
governing attendance and to apply these procedures uniformly
to all students, to maintain accurate records on student
attendance, and to prepare a list of the previous day’s absences
stating the status of each. Finally, it is the administrator’s
responsibility to inform the student’s parent or guardian of the
student’s attendance and to work cooperatively with them and
the student to solve attendance problems.

b. In accordance with the Minnesota Compulsory Instruction Law,
Minnesota. Statutes, section 120A.22, the students of the
school district are REQUIRED to attend all assigned classes
and/or study halls every day school is in session, unless the
student has been excused by the school board from attendance
because the student has already completed state and school
district standards required to graduate from high school, has
withdrawn, or has a valid excuse for absence.

Attendance Procedur

Attendance procedures shall be presented to the school board for review and
approval. When approved by the school board, the attendance procedures
will be included as an addendum to this policy.

1. EXx A n
a. To be considered an excused absence, the student’s parent or
legal guardian may be asked to verify, in writing, the reason for
the student’s absence from school. A note from a physician or
a licensed mental health professional stating that the student
cannot attend school is a valid excuse.

b. The following reasons shall be sufficient to constitute excused
absences:

(1) Absences where the guardian has notified school within
24 hours of absence.

(1) Iliness.
(2) Serious illness in the student’s immediate family.

(3) A death or funeral in the student’s immediate family or
of a close friend or relative.

(4) Medical, dental, er orthodontic or mental health

treatment/appointments. er—a—ceunseling—appeinrtment
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mental-health-treatment:

(5) Court appearances occasioned by family or personal
action.

(6) Religious instruction not to exceed three hours in any
week.

(7) Physical emergency conditions such as fire, flood, storm,
etc.

(8) Official school field trip or other school-sponsored
outing.

(9) Removal of a student pursuant to a suspension.
Suspensions are to be handled as excused absences and
students will be permitted to complete make-up work.

(10) Family emergencies.
(11) Active duty in any military branch of the United States.

(12) A student’s condition that requires ongoing treatment for
a mental health diagnosis.

[Note: State law provides that a school board may include
other exemptions in the school district’s attendance policy.
See Minnesota. Statutes, section 120A.22, subdivision 12.
When considering whether to add other exemptions, school
boards should consider the intent of the compulsory
attendance law, which recognizes the educational value of
regular attendance and class participation, and whether the
proposed exemption is consistent with the intent of the law.]

C. Consequences of Excused Absences

(1) Students whose absences are excused are required to
make up all assignments missed or to complete
alternative assignments as deemed appropriate by the
classroom teacher.

(2) Wedc—missed—becarse—etabsence—raustbe—rrade—p
te—seheotl—Students will be allowed 2 days to makeup
work for every day absent upon return to school. Any
work not completed within this period shall result in “no
credit” for the missed assignment. However, the
building principal or the classroom teacher may extend
the time allowed for completion of make-up work in the
case of an extended illness or other extenuating
circumstances.

(3) A student who is absent for extended time periods due
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to a placement in an inpatient hospitalization behavioral
health unit due to a mental health emergency,
placement in a partial hospitalization program, or
placement in a day treatment program for their mental
health should be exempt from missed assignments
during that time period. Middle and High School students
will have a reduced workload if exemptions are not
possible based on course requirements. At a maximum,
teachers will require 50% of missed points to be
completed. Courses that may have special circumstances
requiring more work completion (such as some CITS
courses) must have additional work requirements
approved in writing by the building principal following
consultation with the teacher and school counselor. It
may warrant following the identified college’s
expectations and policies regarding mental health,
attendance, and assignment make-up.

n

The following are examples of absences which will not be

excused:

(1) Truancy. An absence by a student which was not
approved by the parent and/or the school district.

(2) Any absence in which the student failed to comply with
any reporting requirements of the school district’s
attendance procedures including absences that are
unreported.

(3) Work at home.

(4) Work at a business, except under a school-sponsored
work release program.

(5) Yaecatiens-with-famib-

(6)  Persenattrips-to-schoois-ercolteges:

(7) Absences resulting from accumulated unexcused tardies
(__3__ tardies equal one unexcused absence).

(8) Any other absence not included under the attendance

procedures set out in this policy.

Conseguences of Unexcused Absences

(1)

(2)

Absences resulting from official suspension will be
handled in accordance with the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act,
Minnesota Statutes, sections 121A.40-121A.56.

Days during which a student is suspended from school
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(3)

(4)

shall not be counted in a student’s total accumulated
unexcused absences.

In cases of recurring unexcused absences, the
administration may also request the county attorney to
file a petition with the juvenile court, pursuant to
Minnesota statutes.
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Tardiness
1. Definition: Students are expected to be in their assigned area at
designated times. Failure to do so constitutes tardiness.
2. Procedures for Reporting Tardiness
a. Students tardy at the start of school must report to the school
office for an admission slip.
b. Tardiness between periods will be handled by the teacher.
3. Excused Tardiness
Valid excuses for tardiness are:
a. Iliness.
b. Serious illness in the student’s immediate family.
C. A death or funeral in the student’s immediate family or of a
close friend or relative.
d. Medical, dental, orthodontic, or mental health treatment.
e. Court appearances occasioned by family or personal action.
f. Physical emergency conditions such as fire, flood, storm, etc.
g. Any tardiness for which the student has been excused in writing
by an administrator or faculty member.
4, Unexcused Tardiness

a. An unexcused tardiness is failing to be in an assigned area at
the designated time class period commences without a valid
excuse.

5 GoRseqtiences Is_l .Ea'dl' essl I‘“'a’,l chige—detentio alte_| —
eguivalentto-oreunrexcused-absenee:

Participation in Extracurricular Activities and School-Sponsored On-the-Job

Training Programs

1.

This policy applies to all students involved in any extracurricular
activity scheduled either during or outside the school day and any
school-sponsored on-the-job training programs.

School-initiated absences will be accepted and participation permitted.
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3. A student may not participate in any activity or program if he or she
has an unexcused absence from any class during the day.

4, If a student is suspended from any class, he or she may not participate
in any activity or program that day.

5. If a student is absent from school due to medical reasons, he or she
must present a physician’s statement or a statement from the
student’s parent or guardian clearing the student for participation that
day. The note must be presented to the coach or advisor before the
student participates in the activity or program.

III. RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE ACCOMMODATION

Reasonable efforts will be made by the school district to accommodate any student
who wishes to be excused from a curricular activity for a religious observance.
Requests for accommodations should be directed to the building principal.

IV. DISSEMINATION OF POLICY

1.

Copies of this policy shall be made available to all students and parents at the
commencement of each school year. This policy shall also be available upon
request in each principal’s office.

The school district will provide annual notice to parents of the school district’s
policy relating to a student’s absence from school for religious observance.

V. REQUIRED REPORTING

A.

503 -70of9

Continuing Truant

Minnesota Statutes section 260A.02 provides that a continuing truant is a
student who is subject to the compulsory instruction requirements of
Minnesota Statutes section 120A.22 and is absent from instruction in a
school, as defined in Minnesota Statutes section 120A.05, without valid
excuse within a single school year for:

1. Three days if the child is in elementary school; or

2. Three or more class periods on three days if the child is in middle
school, junior high school, or high school.

Reporting R nsibili

When a student is initially classified as a continuing truant, Minnesota
Statutes section 260A.03 provides that the school attendance officer or other
designated school official shall notify the student’s parent or legal guardian,
by first class mail or other reasonable means, of the following:

1. That the child is truant;

2. That the parent or guardian should notify the school if there is a valid
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excuse for the child’s absences;

That the parent or guardian is obligated to compel the attendance of
the child at school pursuant to Minnesota Statutes section 120A.22
and parents or guardians who fail to meet this obligation may be
subject to prosecution under Minnesota Statutes section 120A.34;

That this notification serves as the notification required by Minnesota
Statutes section 120A.34;

That alternative educational programs and services may be available in
the child’s enrolling or resident district;

That the parent or guardian has the right to meet with appropriate
school personnel to discuss solutions to the child’s truancy;

That if the child continues to be truant, the parent and child may be
subject to juvenile court proceedings under Minnesota Statutes
Chapter 260C;

That if the child is subject to juvenile court proceedings, the child may
be subject to suspension, restriction, or delay of the child’s driving
privilege pursuant to Minnesota Statutes section 260C.201; and

That it is recommended that the parent or guardian accompany the
child to school and attend classes with the child for one day.

[Note: Where truancy services and programs under Minnesota Statutes.
Chapter 260A are available within the school district, the following
provisions should also be included in the policy.]

C. Habitual Truant

1.

Legal References:
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A habitual truant is a child under the age of 17 years who is absent
from attendance at school without lawful excuse for seven school days
per school year if the child is in elementary school or for one or more
class periods on seven school days per school year if the child is in
middle school, junior high school, or high school, or a child who is 17
years of age who is absent from attendance at school without lawful
excuse for one or more class periods on seven school days per school
year and who has not lawfully withdrawn from school.

A school district attendance officer shall refer a habitual truant child
and the child’s parent or legal guardian to appropriate services and
procedures, under Minnesota Statutes Chapter 260A.

Minn. Stat. § 120A.05 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction)
Minn. Stat. § 120A.24 (Reporting)

Minn. Stat. § 120A.26 (Enforcement and Prosecution)
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Cross References:

Replacing:
First Reading:
Adopted:
First Reading:
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Minn. Stat. § 120A.34 (Violations; Penalties)

Minn. Stat. § 120A.35 (Absence from School for Religious Observance)
Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Pupil Fair Dismissal Act)

Minn. Stat. § 260A.02 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 260A.03 (Notice to Parent or Guardian When Child is a
Continuing Truant)

Minn. Stat. § 260C.007, subd. 19 (Habitual Truant Defined)

Minn. Stat. § 260C.201 (Dispositions; Children in Need of Protection or
Services or Neglected and in Foster Care)

Goss v. Lopez, 419 U.S. 565 (1975)

Slocum v. Holton Bd. of Educ., 429 N.W.2d 607 (Mich. App. Ct. 1988)
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7, 383 N.E.2d 231 (1978)
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503 STUDENT ATTENDANCE
I. PURPOSE

A. The school board believes that regular school attendance is directly related to
success in academic work, benefits students socially, provides opportunities for
important communications between teachers and students, and establishes regular
habits of dependability important to the future of the student. The purpose of this
policy is to encourage regular school attendance. It is intended to be positive and
not punitive.

B. This policy also recognizes that class attendance is a joint responsibility to be shared
by the student, parent or guardian, teacher, and administrators. This policy will
assist students in attending class.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. Responsibilities

1. Student’s Responsibility

e It is the student’s right to be in school.

e It is the student’s responsibility to attend all assigned classes and study halls
every day that school is in session and to be aware of and follow the correct
procedures when absent from an assigned class or study hall.

e It is the student’s responsibility to request any missed assignments due to an
absence.

2. Parent or Guardian’s Responsibility

It is the responsibility of the student’s parent or guardian to:

+—Ensure the student is attending school

+—Inform the school in the event of a student absence

+—Work cooperatively with the school and the student to solve any attendance
problems that may arise

3. Teacher’s Responsibility

It is the teacher’s responsibility to:

e Take daily attendance and to maintain accurate attendance records in each
assigned class and study hall.

e Be familiar with all procedures governing attendance and to apply these
procedures uniformly.

e Provide any student who has been absent with any missed assignments upon
request.

e Work cooperatively with the student’s parent or guardian and the student to
solve any attendance problems that may arise.

4. Administrator’s Responsibility

a. It is the administrator’s responsibility to:
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e Require students to attend all assigned classes and study halls.

e Be familiar with all procedures governing attendance and to apply these
procedures uniformly to all students

e Maintain accurate records on student attendance

e Prepare a list of the previous day’s absences stating the status of each

e Inform the student’s parent or guardian of the student’s attendance and
to work cooperatively with them and the student to solve attendance
problems.

b. In accordance with the Minnesota Compulsory Instruction Law, Minn. Stat. §
120A.22, the students of the school district are REQUIRED to attend all
assigned classes and/or study halls every day school is in session, unless the
student has been excused by the school board from attendance because the
student has already completed state and school district standards required to
graduate from high school, has withdrawn, or has a valid excuse for absence.

B. Attendance Procedures

503-2 of 6

Attendance procedures shall be presented to the school board for review and
approval. When approved by the school board, the attendance procedures will be
included as an addendum to this policy.

1. Excused Absences

a. To be considered an excused absence, the student’s parent or legal guardian
may be asked to verify, in writing, the reason for the student’s absence from
school. A note from a physician or a licensed mental health professional
stating that the student cannot attend school is a valid excuse.

b. The following reasons shall be sufficient to constitute excused absences:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)

Absences where parent has notified school within 24 hours of absence.
Iliness.
Serious illness in the student’s immediate family.

A death or funeral in the student’s immediate family or of a close friend
or relative.

Medical, dental, orthodontic, mental health treatment.

Court appearances occasioned by family or personal action.

Religious instruction not to exceed three hours in any week.

Physical emergency conditions such as fire, flood, storm, etc.

Official school field trip or other school-sponsored outing.

Removal of a student pursuant to a suspension. Suspensions are to be

handled as excused absences and students will be permitted to
complete make-up work.
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(11) Family emergencies.
(12) Active duty in any military branch of the United States.

(13) A student’s condition that requires ongoing treatment for a mental
health diagnosis.

c. Conseguences of Excused Absences

(1) Students whose absences are excused are required to make up all
assignments missed or to complete alternative assignments as deemed
appropriate by the classroom teacher.

(2) Student will be allowed 2 days to makeup work for every day absent
upon return to school. Any work not completed within this period may
result in “no credit” for the missed assignment. However, the building
principal or the classroom teacher may extend the time allowed for
completion of make-up work in the case of an extended illness or other
extenuating circumstances.

2. Unexcused Absences

a. The following are examples of absences which will not be excused:

(1) Truancy. An absence by a student which was not approved by the
parent and/or the school district.

(2) Any absence in which the student failed to comply with any reporting
requirements of the school district’s attendance procedure including
absences that are unreported.

(3) Work at home.

(4) Work at a business, except under a school-sponsored work release
program.

(5) Absences resulting from cumulated unexcused tardies (3 tardies equal
one unexcused absence).

(6) Any other absence not included under the attendance procedures set
out in this policy.

b. Consequences of Unexcused Absences

(1) Absences resulting from official suspension will be handled in
accordance with the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act, Minn. Stat. §§
121A.40-121A.56.

(2) Days during which a student is suspended from school shall not be
counted in a student’s total cumulated unexcused absences.

(3) 1In cases of recurring unexcused absences, the administration may also
request the county attorney to file a petition with the juvenile court,
pursuant to Minnesota statutes.

503-3 of 6
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C. Tardiness

1. Definition: Students are expected to be in their assigned area at designated
times. Failure to do so constitutes tardiness.

2. Procedures for Reporting Tardiness

a. Students tardy at the start of school must report to the school office for an
admission slip.

b. Tardiness between periods will be handled by the teacher.

3. Excused Tardiness

Valid excuses for tardiness are:
a. Illness.
b. Serious illness in the student’s immediate family.

c. A death or funeral in the student’s immediate family or of a close friend or
relative.

d. Medical, dental, orthodontic, or mental health treatment.
e. Court appearances occasioned by family or personal action.
f. Physical emergency conditions such as fire, flood, storm, etc.

g. Any tardiness for which the student has been excused in writing by an
administrator or faculty member.

4. Unexcused Tardiness

a. An unexcused tardiness is failing to be in an assigned area at the designated
time class period commences without a valid excuse.

D. Participation in Extracurricular Activities and School-Sponsored On-the-Job Training
Programs

1. This policy applies to all students involved in any extracurricular activity
scheduled either during or outside the school day and any school-sponsored
on-the-job training programs.

2. School-initiated absences will be accepted and participation permitted.

3. A student may not participate in any activity or program if he or she has an
unexcused absence from any class during the day.

4. If a student is suspended from any class, he or she may not participate in any
activity or program that day.

5. If a student is absent from school due to medical reasons, he or she must
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present a physician’s statement or a statement from the student’s parent or
guardian clearing the student for participation that day. The note must be
presented to the coach or advisor before the student participates in the activity
or program.

III. DISSEMINATION OF POLICY
Copies of this policy shall be made available to all students and parents at the
commencement of each school year. This policy shall also be available upon request in
each principal’s office.

IV. REQUIRED REPORTING

A. Continuing Truant

Minn. Stat. § 260A.02 provides that a continuing truant is a student who is subject
to the compulsory instruction requirements of Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 and is absent
from instruction in a school, as defined in Minn. Stat. § 120A.05, without valid
excuse within a single school year for:

1. Three days if the child is in elementary school; or

2. Three or more class periods on three days if the child is in middle school or high
school.

B. Reporting Responsibility

When a student is initially classified as a continuing truant, Minn. Stat. § 260A.03
provides that the school attendance officer or other designated school official shall
notify the student’s parent or legal guardian, by first class mail or other reasonable
means, of the following:

1. That the child is truant;

2. That the parent or guardian should notify the school if there is a valid excuse for
the child’s absences;

3. That the parent or guardian is obligated to compel the attendance of the child at
school pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 and parents or guardians who fail to
meet this obligation may be subject to prosecution under Minn. Stat. § 120A.34;

4. That this notification serves as the notification required by Minn. Stat. §
120A.34;

5. That alternative educational programs and services may be available in the
child’s enrolling or resident district;

6. That the parent or guardian has the right to meet with appropriate school
personnel to discuss solutions to the child’s truancy;

7. That if the child continues to be truant, the parent and child may be subject to
juvenile court proceedings under Minn. Stat. Ch. 260;

8. That if the child is subject to juvenile court proceedings, the child may be
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subject to suspension, restriction, or delay of the child’s driving privilege
pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 260C.201; and

9. That it is recommended that the parent or guardian accompany the child to
school and attend classes with the child for one day.

C. Habitual Truant

1. A habitual truant is a child under the age of 17 years who is absent from

attendance at school without lawful excuse for seven school days per school year

if the child is in elementary school or for one or more class periods on seven

school days per school year if the child is in middle school, junior high school, or

high school, or a child who is 17 years of age who is absent from attendance at

school without lawful excuse for one or more class periods on seven school days

per school year and who has not lawfully withdrawn from school.

2. A school district attendance officer shall refer a habitual truant child and the
child’s parent or legal guardian to appropriate services and procedures, under
Minn. Stat. Ch. 260A.

Legal References: Minn.
Minn.
Minn.
Minn.
Minn.
Minn.
Minn.
Minn.

Stat. § 120A.05 (Definitions)

Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction)

Stat. § 120A.24 (Reporting)

Stat. § 120A.26 (Enforcement and Prosecution)

Stat. § 120A.34 (Violations; Penalties)

Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Pupil Fair Dismissal Act)

Stat. § 260A.02 (Definitions)

Stat. § 260A.03 (Notice to Parent or Guardian When Child is a

Continuing Truant)

Minn.
Minn.

Stat. § 260C.007, Subd. 19 (Habitual Truant Defined)
Stat. § 260C.201 (Dispositions; Children in Need of Protection or

Services or Neglected and in Foster Care)
Goss v. Lopez, 419 U.S. 565, 95 S.Ct. 729 (1975)
Slocum v. Holton Board of Education, 429 N.W.2d 607 (Mich. App. Ct.

1988)

Campbell v. Board of Education of New Milford, 475 A.2d 289 (Conn.

1984)

Hamer v. Board of Education of Township High School District No. 113,
66 Ill. App.3d 7, 383 N.E.2d 231 (1978)
Gutierrez v. School District R-1, 585 P.2d 935 (Co. Ct. App. 1978)

Knight v. Board of Education, 38 Ill. App. 3d 603, 348 N.E.2d 299 (1976)

Dorsey v. Bale, 521 S.W.2d 76 (Ky. 1975)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)

Replacing: Policy 5025

First Reading: 03-22-2016

Adopted: 04-19-2016 ISD 709
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102 EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that equal educational opportunity is provided for all
students of the school district.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

102 - 1 of 2

The policy of Duluth Public Schools is to provide equal educational opportunity te for
all students. The school district does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of actual
or perceived race, ethnicity, color, creed, religion, national origin, immigration status,
sex, marital status, parental status, familial status, socioeconomic status, physical
appearance, sexual orientation, including gender identity and expression, academic
status related to student performance, disability, status with regard to public
assistance, age, military status, association with a person or group with one or more
of the aforementioned actual or perceived characteristics, or any other distinguishing
characteristic defined in Minnesota Human Rights Act (Chapter 363A).

The school district prohibits the harassment and discrimination of any individual based
on any of the categories listed above. For information about the types of conduct that
constitute violation of the school district’s policy on harassment and violence and the
school district’'s procedures for addressing such complaints, refer to the school
district’s policy on harassment and violence (Policy 413).

The school district prohibits discrimination of students with a disability, within the
intent of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (“Section 504”), who need
services, accommodations, or programs in order to receive a free appropriate public
education. For information as to protections that may apply pursuant to Section 504
and the school district’s corresponding procedures for addressing disability
discrimination complaints, refer to the school district’s policy on student disability
nondiscrimination (Policy 521).

The school district prohibits sexual harassment discrimination of any individual on the
basis of sex in its education programs or activities. For information as to the
protections that apply pursuant to Title IX and school district’s corresponding
procedures and processes for addressing sexual harassment and discrimination, refer
to the school district’s policy on Title IX sex nondiscrimination (Policy 522).

The school district shall provide equal opportunity for members of each sex and to
members of all races and ethnicities to participate in its athletic program. In
determining whether equal opportunity to participate in athletic programs is available
for the purposes of this law, at least the following factors shall be considered to the
extent that they are applicable to a given situation: whether the opportunity for males
and females to participate in the athletic program reflects the demonstrated interest in
athletics of the males and females in the student body of the educational institution;
whether the opportunity for members of all races and ethnicities to participate in the
athletic program reflects the demonstrated interest in athletics of members of all races
and ethnicities in the student body of the educational institution; whether the variety
and selection of sports and levels of competition effectively accommodate the
demonstrated interests of members of each sex; whether the variety and selection of
sports and levels of competition effectively accommodate the demonstrated interests
of members of all races and ethnicities; the provision of equipment and supplies;
scheduling of games and practice times; assignment of coaches; provision of locker
rooms; practice and competitive facilities; and the provision of necessary funds for
teams of one sex.

This policy applies to all areas of education including academics, coursework,
co-curricular and extracurricular activities, or other rights or privileges of enroliment.
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G. Every school district employee shall be responsible for complying with this policy.

H. Any student, parent or guardian having any questions regarding this policy should
discuss it with the appropriate school district official as provided by policy. In the
absence of a specific designee, an inquiry or a complaint should be referred to the
superintendent.

Refer to District Policy 103 Complaints - Students, Employees, Parents, Other Persons for

complaint and grievance procedures.

Claims of discrimination may also be pursued through the following agencies where
appropriate:

U.S. Department of Education
Office for Civil Rights, Region V

500 W. Madison Street - Suite 1475
Chicago, IL 60661

Tel: 312-730-1560

TDD: 312-730-1609

MN Department of Human Rights
540 Fairview Ave N, Ste. 201

St. Paul, MN 55104
800.657.3704

651.296.5663

TDD 651.296.1283

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 121A.03, Subd. 2 (Sexual, Religious, and Racial Harassment and
Violence Policy)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.04 (Athletic Programs; Sex Discrimination)
Minn. Stat. Ch. 363A (Minnesota Human Rights Act)
20 U.S.C. § 1681 et seq. (Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972)
42 U.S.C. § 2000d et seq. (Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964)
42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq. (Americans with Disabilities Act)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 521 (Student Disability Nondiscrimination)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 522 (Title IX Sex Nondiscrimination Policy,
Grievance Procedure and Process)

Replaces: Policy 5005
First Reading: 06-16-2016
Adopted: 07-21-2015
03-22-2016 ISD 709 (Renumbered only)
First Reading: 08-20-2019
Second Reading: 09-17-2019
First Reading: 06-20-2023
Second Reading:
Adopted:
102 - 2 of 2
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102 EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that equal educational opportunity is provided for all
students of the school district.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

102 - 1 of 2

The policy of Duluth Public Schools is to provide equal educational opportunity te for
all students. The school district does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of actual
or perceived race, ethnicity, color, creed, religion, national origin, immigration status,
sex, marital status, parental status, familial status, socioeconomic status, physical
appearance, sexual orientation, including gender identity and expression, academic
status related to student performance, disability, status with regard to public
assistance, age, military status, association with a person or group with one or more
of the aforementioned actual or perceived characteristics, or any other distinguishing
characteristic defined in Minnesota Human Rights Act (Chapter 363A).

The school district prohibits the harassment and discrimination of any individual based
on any of the categories listed above. For information about the types of conduct that
constitute violation of the school district’s policy on harassment and violence and the
school district’'s procedures for addressing such complaints, refer to the school
district’s policy on harassment and violence (Policy 413).

The school district prohibits discrimination of students with a disability, within the
intent of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (“Section 504”), who need
services, accommodations, or programs in order to receive a free appropriate public
education. For information as to protections that may apply pursuant to Section 504
and the school district’s corresponding procedures for addressing disability
discrimination complaints, refer to the school district’s policy on student disability
nondiscrimination (Policy 521).

The school district prohibits sexual harassment discrimination of any individual on the
basis of sex in its education programs or activities. For information as to the
protections that apply pursuant to Title IX and school district’s corresponding
procedures and processes for addressing sexual harassment and discrimination, refer
to the school district’s policy on Title IX sex nondiscrimination (Policy 522).

The school district shall provide equal opportunity for members of each sex and to
members of all races and ethnicities to participate in its athletic program. In
determining whether equal opportunity to participate in athletic programs is available
for the purposes of this law, at least the following factors shall be considered to the
extent that they are applicable to a given situation: whether the opportunity for males
and females to participate in the athletic program reflects the demonstrated interest in
athletics of the males and females in the student body of the educational institution;
whether the opportunity for members of all races and ethnicities to participate in the
athletic program reflects the demonstrated interest in athletics of members of all races
and ethnicities in the student body of the educational institution; whether the variety
and selection of sports and levels of competition effectively accommodate the
demonstrated interests of members of each sex; whether the variety and selection of
sports and levels of competition effectively accommodate the demonstrated interests
of members of all races and ethnicities; the provision of equipment and supplies;
scheduling of games and practice times; assignment of coaches; provision of locker
rooms; practice and competitive facilities; and the provision of necessary funds for
teams of one sex.
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EF This

policy applies to all areas of education including academics, coursework,

co-curricular and extracurricular activities, or other rights or privileges of enrollment.

E. G. Every school district employee shall be responsible for complying with this policy.

&. H. Any student, parent or guardian having any questions regarding this policy should
discuss it with the appropriate school district official as provided by policy. In the
absence of a specific designee, an inquiry or a complaint should be referred to the
superintendent.

Refer to District Policy 103 Complaints — Students, Employees, Parents, Other Persons for
complaint and grievance procedures.

Claims of discrimination may also be pursued through the following agencies where
appropriate:

u.s.

Department of Education

Office for Civil Rights, Region V

500

W. Madison Street — Suite 1475

Chicago, IL 60661
Tel: 312-730-1560

TDD

: 312-730-1609

MN Department of Human Rights

540

Fairview Ave N, Ste. 201

St. Paul, MN 55104

800.
651.

TDD

Legal References:

Cross References:

Replaces:
First Reading:
Adopted:
First Reading:

102 - 2 of 2

657.3704
296.5663
651.296.1283

Minn. Stat. § 121A.03, Subd. 2 (Sexual, Religious, and Racial Harassment and
Violence Policy)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.04 (Athletic Programs; Sex Discrimination)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 363A (Minnesota Human Rights Act)

20 U.S.C. § 1681 et seq. (Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972)

42 U.S.C. § 2000d et seq. (Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of

1964)

42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq. (Americans with Disabilities Act)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 521 (Student Disability Nondiscrimination)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 522 (Title IX Sex Nondiscrimination Policy,
Grievance Procedure and Process)

Policy 5005
06-16-2016
07-21-2015

03-22-2016 ISD 709 (Renumbered only)
08-20-2019
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Second Reading: 09-17-2019
First Reading: 06-20-2023
Second Reading:

Adopted:

28 102 - 3 of 2
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102

II.

EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that equal educational opportunity is provided for all
students of the school district.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

The policy of Duluth Public Schools #+ts—the-sehoel-distriet’s-petiey is to provide equal
educational opportunity e for all students. The school district does not unlawfully
discriminate on the basis of actual or perceived race, ethnicity, color, creed, religion,
national origin, immigration status, sex, marital status, parental status, familial
status, socioeconomic status, physical appearance, sexual orientation, including
gender identity and expression, academic status related to student performance,
disability, status with regard to public assistance, age, military status, association with
a person or group with one or more of the aforementioned actual or perceived
characteristics, or any other distinguishing characteristic defined in Minnesota Human
Rights Act (Chapter 363A).-Fhe—school-districtalso-rrakes+easenrableaccermmodations
forstudents—with-disabHities:

The school district prohibits the harassment and discrimination of any individual based
on fer any of the pretected—etassisfications categories listed above. For information
about the types of conduct that constitute violation of the school district’s policy on
harassment and violence and the school district’'s procedures for addressing such
complaints, refer to the school district’s policy on harassment and violence (Policy
413).

The school district prohibits discrimination of students with a disability, within the
intent of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (“Section 504"”), who need
services, accommodations, or programs in order to receive a free appropriate public
education. For information as to protections that may apply pursuant to Section 504
and the school district's corresponding procedures for addressing disability
discrimination complaints, refer to the school district’s policy on student disability
nondiscrimination (Policy 521).

The school district prohibits sexual harassment discrimination of any individual on the
basis of sex in its education programs or activities. For information as to the
protections that apply pursuant to Title IX and school district’s corresponding
procedures and processes for addressing sexual harassment and discrimination, refer
to the school district’s policy on Title IX sex nondiscrimination (Policy 522).

This policy applies to all areas of education including academics, coursework,
co-curricular and extracurricular activities, or other rights or privileges of enrollment.

H-s-therespensibiity-eEvery school district employee shall be responsible for te
complying with this policy eensecientiotsty.

Any student, parent or guardian having any questions regarding this policy should
discuss it with the appropriate school district official as provided by policy. In the
absence of a specific designee, an inquiry or a complaint should be referred to the
superintendent.

Refer to District Policy 103 Complaints — Students, Employees, Parents, Other Persons for
complaint and grievance procedures.

102 - 1 of 2

Claims of discrimination may also be pursued through the following agencies where
appropriate:

U.S. Department of Education
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Office for Civil Rights, Region V

500 W. Madison Street — Suite 1475
Chicago, IL 60661

Tel: 312-730-1560

TDD: 312-730-1609

MN Department of Human Rights
540 Fairview Ave N, Ste. 201

St. Paul, MN 55104
800.657.3704

651.296.5663

TDD 651.296.1283

Legal References:

Cross References:

Replaces:
First Reading:
Adopted:

First Reading:
Second Reading:

102 - 2 of 2

Minn. Stat. § 121A.03, Subd. 2 (Sexual, Religious, and Racial Harassment and
Violence Policy)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 363A (Minnesota Human Rights Act)

20 U.S.C. § 1681 et seq. (Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972)

42 U.S.C. § 2000d et seq. (Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of

1964)

42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq. (Americans with Disabilities Act)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 521 (Student Disability Nondiscrimination)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 522 (Student Title IX Sex Nondiscrimination
Policy, Grievance Procedure and Process)

Policy 5005
06-16-2016
07-21-2015
03-22-2016 ISD 709 (Renumbered only)
08-20-2019
09-17-2019
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102 - Equal Educational Opportunity

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that equal educational opportunity is provided
for all students of the school district.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

102 -1o0f1

It is the school district’s policy to provide equal educational opportunity to all
students. The school district does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of
actual or perceived race, ethnicity, color, creed, national origin, immigration
status, sex, marital status, familial status, socioeconomic status, physical
appearance, sexual orientation, including gender identity and expression,
academic status related to student performance, disability, status with regard
to public assistance, age, military status, association with a person or group
with one or more of the aforementioned actual or perceived characteristics, or
any other distinguishing characteristic defined in Minnesota Human Rights Act
(Chapter 363A).

The school district prohibits the harassment of any individual for any of the
categories listed above. For information about the types of conduct that
constitute violation of the school district’s policy on harassment and violence
and the school district’s procedures for addressing such complaints, refer to
the school district’s policy on harassment and violence.

This policy applies to all areas of education including academics, coursework,
co-curricular and extracurricular activities, or other rights or privileges of
enrollment.

It is the responsibility of every school district employee to comply with this
policy conscientiously.

Any student, parent or guardian having any questions regarding this policy
should discuss it with the appropriate school district official as provided by
policy. In the absence of a specific designee, an inquiry or a complaint should
be referred to the superintendent.

Refer to District Policy 103 Complaints — Students, Employees, Parents, Other

Persons for complaint and grievance procedures.

Claims of discrimination may also be pursued through the following agencies
where appropriate:

U.S. Department of Education
Office for Civil Rights, Region V

500 W. Madison Street - Suite 1475
Chicago, IL 60661

Tel: 312-730-1560

TDD: 312-730-1609

MN Department of Human Rights
540 Fairview Ave N, Ste. 201

St. Paul, MN 55104
800.657.3704

651.296.5663

TDD 651.296.1283
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32

Legal References:

Cross References:

Minn. Stat. Ch. 363 (Minnesota Human Rights Act)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.03, Subd. 2 (Sexual, Religious, and Racial
Harassment and Violence Policy)

42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq. (Americans with Disabilities Act)

20 U.S.C. § 1681 et seq. (Title IX of the Education Amendments of
1972)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 402 (Disability Nondiscrimination)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 521 (Student Disability Nondiscrimination)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 522 (Student Sex Nondiscrimination)

Replaces: Policy 5005
First Reading: 06-16-2016
Adopted: 07-21-2015

03-22-2016 ISD 709 (Renumbered only)
First Reading: 08-20-2019
Second Reading: 09-17-2019
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Adopted:

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 504

Revised:

Orig. 1995
Rev. 2022

504 STUDENT DRESS AND APPEARANCE

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to enhance the education of students by establishing expectations
of dress and grooming that are related to educational goals and community standards.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

504 - 10of 2

The policy of the school district is to encourage students to be dressed appropriately
for school activities and in keeping with community standards. This is a joint
responsibility of the student and the student’s parent(s) or guardian(s).

Appropriate clothing includes, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Clothing appropriate for the weather.
2. Clothing that does not create a health or safety hazard.
3. Clothing appropriate for the activity (i.e., physical education or the classroom).

Inappropriate clothing includes, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Clothing bearing a message that is lewd, vulgar, or obscene.
2. Apparel promoting products or activities that are illegal for use by minors.
3. Objectionable emblems, badges, symbols, signs, words, objects or pictures on

clothing or jewelry communicating a message that is racist, sexist, or
otherwise derogatory to a protected minority group, evidences gang
membership or affiliation, or approves, advances, or provokes any form of
religious, racial, or sexual harassment and/or violence against other individuals
as defined in MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413.

4. Any apparel or footwear that would damage school property.

Headwear, such as hats, may be worn during the school day provided the head
covering complies with other district policies, does not interfere with the learning
environment, and does not obscure the face or ears, except as a religious observance.

The intention of this policy is not to abridge the rights of students to express political,
religious, philosophical, or similar opinions by wearing apparel on which such
messages are stated. Such messages are acceptable as long as they are not lewd,
vulgar, obscene, defamatory, profane, or do not advocate violence or harassment
against others.

“Gang,” as defined in this policy, means any ongoing organization, association, or
group of three or more persons, whether formal or informal, having as one of its
primary activities the commission of one or more criminal acts, which has an
identifiable name or identifying sign or symbol, and whose members individually or
collectively engage in or whose members engaged in a pattern of criminal gang
activity. “Pattern of gang activity” means the commission, attempt to commit,
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conspiring to commit, or solicitation of two or more criminal acts, provided the criminal
acts were committed on separate dates or by two or more persons who are members
of or belong to the same criminal street gang.

I1I1. PROCEDURES

A. When, in the judgment of the administration, a student’s appearance, grooming, or
mode of dress interferes with or disrupts the educational process or school activities,
or poses a threat to the health or safety of the student or others, the student will be
directed to make modifications or will be sent home for the day. Parents/guardians
will be notified.

Students who are in violation of the dress code will be asked to change clothes, cover
up existing clothing if possible or go home to change so that they meet dress code. In
the event a student must go home and change, the parent will be contacted. The
student must sign in and out at the Attendance Office.

B. The administration may recommend a form of dress considered appropriate for a
specific event and communicate the recommendation to students and
parents/guardians.

C. Likewise, an organized student group may recommend a form of dress for students
considered appropriate for a specific event and make such recommendation to the
administration for approval.

Legal References: U. S. Const., amend. I
Tinker v. Des Moines Indep. Sch. Dist., 393 U.S. 503 (1969)
B.W.A. v. Farmington R-7 Sch. Dist., 554 F.3d 734 (8" Cir. 2009)
Lowry v. Watson Chapel Sch. Dist., 540 F.3d 752 (8™ Cir. 2008)
Stephenson v. Davenport Cmty. Sch. Dist., 110 F.3d 1303 (8™ Cir. 1997)
B.H. ex rel. Hawk v. Easton Area School Dist., 725 F.3d 293 (3™ Cir. 2013)
D.B. ex rel. Brogdon v. Lafon, 217 Fed.Appx. 518 (6" Cir. 2007)
Hardwick v. Heyward, 711 F.3d 426 (4% Cir. 2013)
Madrid v. Anthony, 510 F.Supp.2d 425 (S.D. Tex. 2007)
Mclintire v. Bethel School, Indep. Sch. Dist. No. 3, 804 F.Supp. 1415 (W.D.
Okla. 1992)
Hicks v. Halifax County Bd. of Educ., 93 F.Supp.2d 649 (E.D. N.C. 1999)
Olesen v. Bd. of Educ. of Sch. Dist. No. 228, 676 F.Supp. 820 (N.D. Ill. 1987)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 525 (Violence Prevention)

Replacing: Policy 5100
First Reading: 06.20.2023
Second Reading:

Adopted:

504 - 2 of 2
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Adopted:

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 504

Revised:

Orig. 1995
Rev. 2022

504 STUDENT DRESS AND APPEARANCE

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to enhance the education of students by establishing expectations
of dress and grooming that are related to educational goals and community standards.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

504 - 10of 2

The policy of the school district is to encourage students to be dressed appropriately
for school activities and in keeping with community standards. This is a joint
responsibility of the student and the student’s parent(s) or guardian(s).

Appropriate clothing includes, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Clothing appropriate for the weather.
2. Clothing that does not create a health or safety hazard.
3. Clothing appropriate for the activity (i.e., physical education or the classroom).

Inappropriate clothing includes, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Clothing bearing a message that is lewd, vulgar, or obscene.
2. Apparel promoting products or activities that are illegal for use by minors.
3. Objectionable emblems, badges, symbols, signs, words, objects or pictures on

clothing or jewelry communicating a message that is racist, sexist, or
otherwise derogatory to a protected minority group, evidences gang
membership or affiliation, or approves, advances, or provokes any form of
religious, racial, or sexual harassment and/or violence against other individuals
as defined in MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413.

4. Any apparel or footwear that would damage school property.

Headwear, such as hats, may be worn during the school day provided the head
covering complies with other district policies, does not interfere with the learning
environment, and does not obscure the face or ears, except as a religious observance.

The intention of this policy is not to abridge the rights of students to express political,
religious, philosophical, or similar opinions by wearing apparel on which such
messages are stated. Such messages are acceptable as long as they are not lewd,
vulgar, obscene, defamatory, profane, or do not advocate violence or harassment
against others.

“Gang,” as defined in this policy, means any ongoing organization, association, or
group of three or more persons, whether formal or informal, having as one of its
primary activities the commission of one or more criminal acts, which has an
identifiable name or identifying sign or symbol, and whose members individually or
collectively engage in or whose members engaged in a pattern of criminal gang
activity. “Pattern of gang activity” means the commission, attempt to commit,
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conspiring to commit, or solicitation of two or more criminal acts, provided the criminal
acts were committed on separate dates or by two or more persons who are members
of or belong to the same criminal street gang.

I1I1. PROCEDURES

A.
i fred
Students who are in violation of the dress code will be asked to change clothes, cover
up existing clothing if possible or go home to change so that they meet dress code. In
the event a student must go home and change, the parent will be contacted. The
student must sign in and out at the Attendance Office.

B. The administration may recommend a form of dress considered appropriate for a
specific event and communicate the recommendation to students and
parents/guardians.

C. Likewise, an organized student group may recommend a form of dress for students
considered appropriate for a specific event and make such recommendation to the
administration for approval.

Legal References: U. S. Const., amend. I

Tinker v. Des Moines Indep. Sch. Dist., 393 U.S. 503 (1969)

B.W.A. v. Farmington R-7 Sch. Dist., 554 F.3d 734 (8% Cir. 2009)

Lowry v. Watson Chapel Sch. Dist., 540 F.3d 752 (8™ Cir. 2008)

Stephenson v. Davenport Cmty. Sch. Dist., 110 F.3d 1303 (8" Cir. 1997)
B.H. ex rel. Hawk v. Easton Area School Dist., 725 F.3d 293 (3™ Cir. 2013)
D.B. ex rel. Brogdon v. Lafon, 217 Fed.Appx. 518 (6™ Cir. 2007)

Hardwick v. Heyward, 711 F.3d 426 (4™ Cir. 2013)

Madrid v. Anthony, 510 F.Supp.2d 425 (S.D. Tex. 2007)

Mcintire v. Bethel School, Indep. Sch. Dist. No. 3, 804 F.Supp. 1415 (W.D.
Okla. 1992)

Hicks v. Halifax County Bd. of Educ., 93 F.Supp.2d 649 (E.D. N.C. 1999)
Olesen v. Bd. of Educ. of Sch. Dist. No. 228, 676 F.Supp. 820 (N.D. Ill. 1987)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 525 (Violence Prevention)

Replacing: Policy 5100
First Reading: 06.20.2023
Second Reading:

Adopted:

504 - 2 of 2
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Adopted:

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 504

Revised:

Orig. 1995
Rev. 2022

504 STUDENT DRESS AND APPEARANCE

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to enhance the education of students by establishing expectations
of dress and grooming that are related to educational goals and community standards.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

504 - 10of 2

The policy of the school district is to encourage students to be dressed appropriately
for school activities and in keeping with community standards. This is a joint
responsibility of the student and the student’s parent(s) or guardian(s).

Appropriate clothing includes, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Clothing appropriate for the weather.
2. Clothing that does not create a health or safety hazard.
3. Clothing appropriate for the activity (i.e., physical education or the classroom).

Inappropriate clothing includes, but is not limited to, the following:

w ”
I I I

. ’ . L . ords.

2. Clothing bearing a message that is lewd, vulgar, or obscene.
3. Apparel promoting products or activities that are illegal for use by minors.
4. Objectionable emblems, badges, symbols, signs, words, objects or pictures on

clothing or jewelry communicating a message that is racist, sexist, or
otherwise derogatory to a protected minority group, evidences gang
membership or affiliation, or approves, advances, or provokes any form of
religious, racial, or sexual harassment and/or violence against other individuals
as defined in MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413.

5. Any apparel or footwear that would damage school property.

; ;
Headwear, such as hats, may be worn during the school day provided the head
covering complies with other district policies, does not interfere with the learning
environment, and does not obscure the face or ears, except as a religious observance.

The intention of this policy is not to abridge the rights of students to express political,
religious, philosophical, or similar opinions by wearing apparel on which such
messages are stated. Such messages are acceptable as long as they are not lewd,
vulgar, obscene, defamatory, profane, or do not advocate violence or harassment
against others.
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“Gang,” as defined in this policy, means any ongoing organization, association, or
group of three or more persons, whether formal or informal, having as one of its
primary activities the commission of one or more criminal acts, which has an
identifiable name or identifying sign or symbol, and whose members individually or
collectively engage in or whose members engaged in a pattern of criminal gang
activity. “Pattern of gang activity” means the commission, attempt to commit,
conspiring to commit, or solicitation of two or more criminal acts, provided the criminal
acts were committed on separate dates or by two or more persons who are members
of or belong to the same criminal street gang.

II1I. PROCEDURES

A.

When, in the judgment of the administration, a student’s appearance, grooming, or
mode of dress interferes with or disrupts the educational process or school activities,
or poses a threat to the health or safety of the student or others, the student will be
directed to make modifications or will be sent home for the day. Parents/guardians
will be notified.

The administration may recommend a form of dress considered appropriate for a
specific event and communicate the recommendation to students and
parents/guardians.

Likewise, an organized student group may recommend a form of dress for students
considered appropriate for a specific event and make such recommendation to the
administration for approval.

Legal References: U. S. Const., amend. I

Tinker v. Des Moines Indep. Sch. Dist., 393 U.S. 503 (1969)

B.W.A. v. Farmington R-7 Sch. Dist., 554 F.3d 734 (8% Cir. 2009)

Lowry v. Watson Chapel Sch. Dist., 540 F.3d 752 (8" Cir. 2008)

Stephenson v. Davenport Cmty. Sch. Dist., 110 F.3d 1303 (8™ Cir. 1997)
B.H. ex rel. Hawk v. Easton Area School Dist., 725 F.3d 293 (3™ Cir. 2013)
D.B. ex rel. Brogdon v. Lafon, 217 Fed.Appx. 518 (6™ Cir. 2007)

Hardwick v. Heyward, 711 F.3d 426 (4" Cir. 2013)

Madrid v. Anthony, 510 F.Supp.2d 425 (S.D. Tex. 2007)

MclIntire v. Bethel School, Indep. Sch. Dist. No. 3, 804 F.Supp. 1415 (W.D.
Okla. 1992)

Hicks v. Halifax County Bd. of Educ., 93 F.Supp.2d 649 (E.D. N.C. 1999)
Olesen v. Bd. of Educ. of Sch. Dist. No. 228, 676 F.Supp. 820 (N.D. Ill. 1987)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)

Replacing:
First Reading:

504 - 2 of 2

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 525 (Violence Prevention)

Policy 5100
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