
Duluth Public Schools, ISD 709  • (218) 336-8752

 
Regular School Board Meeting
Duluth Public Schools, ISD 709

Agenda
Tuesday, October 20, 2020

District Services Center
709 Portia Johnson Dr.

Duluth, MN 55811
6:30 PM

 
1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Pledge of Allegiance 
4. Approval of the Agenda
5. School and Community Recognition
6. Reading Communications, Petitions, Etc. - None
7. Report of the Superintendent

A. Reports from Student School Board Representatives
B. Schedule of Meetings and Events

8. Report of Standing Committees
A. Policy Committee (see separate report)
B. Monthly Committee of the Whole (see separate report)
C. HR/Finance Committee (see separate report)

9. Consent Agenda
10. Special Resolutions and Action Items

A. Resolution SP-10-20-3765 - Designation of Identified Official with 
Authority for the MDE External User Access Recertification System.

11. Questions / Other
12. Adjournment
13. Audience
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2020 Return to Learn

Return to Learn 
Update

October 20, 2020
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q86V0-A_J2zcPhJtazQoRNYBPJI8lgE4/view?usp=sharing


Agenda

I. Guiding Principles and Prior Considerations
II. Considerations for Model Shifting and District Advisory Input

A. Current COVID Data and Trends
B. Childcare Updates
C. Teaching and Learning Updates 
D. Decision Making Tool for School Closure
E. Opportunity for In-Person Supports
F. Recommendation to move to phase 2 of MPS plan

III. Athletics and Activities - Rubric and Updates
IV. Elementary Hybrid Calendar - Balancing Days 
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Previous Considerations for Initial Model 
Selection

A. Changing Local COVID Rates

B. Balancing the needs of safety and learning

C. Challenges of hybrid / hybrid

D. Concerns for space at east side elementaries

E. Childcare space issues 
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MDE Safe Learning Model Guidelines

Based on the safe learning guidelines and other factors, 
we recommended an initial model of elementary hybrid 

learning and secondary distance learning.
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Considerations for Model Shifting
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COVID-19 Cases Update

A. Staff Positives: 16 staff

B. Student Positives: 25 students

● 11 in elementary

● 14 in secondary

C. ISD709 students and staff who have been quarantined:

● 96 students

● 36 staff
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Current Local COVID-19 Numbers
St. Louis County Bi-Weekly Case Rate for Schools

●  8/29 - 10.5
●  9/05 - 12.98
●  9/12 - 16.14
●  9/19 - 22.47
●  9/26 - 33.37
● 10/03 - 35.99
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https://gis.stlouiscountymn.gov/portal/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=a845cd8507e54ed1a2c1e66413d6e7cb


Childcare Update
A. Daily participation is significantly lower than parent 

interest and registrations indicated 

B. Impact on facilities is less significant than anticipated

C. Model changes would impact enrollment:
1. Childcare needs would double if in distance at 

elementary 
2. Childcare not required if in face-to-face at 

elementary
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Athletics and Activities Updates

A. State Recommendations

B. District Rubric

C. Recommendation of Administration
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Teaching and Learning Updates

A. Stakeholder Feedback

B. Investments in devices and hotspots

C. Investments in teacher professional learning

D. Exploring additional supports
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Decision Making Tool for School Closure
Finalized work with MDH on our tool for individual school closure

I. Factors considered within the tool:
A. Students and staff with positive COVID results
B. Students and staff with COVID like symptoms
C. Staff and students quarantined
D. Staff capacity to run the school 
E. Facilities cleaning capacity

II. Supports for students, parents, and staff  (not part of the tool, 
but an important aspect of our efforts).
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Decision Making Tool for School Closure
I.
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Cohort Calendar 

Students in Cohort A attend Monday and Tuesday 
during MEA week. Students in Cohort B attend on 
Monday and Tuesday during Thanksgiving week.
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Additional Resources 

www.ISD709.org/ReturnToLearn
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http://www.isd709.org/ReturnToLearn


THANK YOU! 
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DULUTH PUBLIC SCHOOLS ISD 709 

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 

All meetings are scheduled at Historic Old Central High School, 215 N 1st Avenue East, unless otherwise noted. 

Subject to change:​  Due to the declared health pandemic, and the declared state of emergency in the City of Duluth, 
and pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.021. 

The October regular school board meeting will be held in person, but there will ​not​ be a public presence 
allowed in the boardroom. ​ Committee meetings will continue to be held remotely at this time. 

Public comment for the regular school board meeting on October 20, 2020 may be submitted to 
public.comment@isd709.org​ ​(email comments must be kept to three minutes when read aloud)​, or recorded by 
calling 218-336-8730 no later than ​Monday, October 19th ​ by 4:00 PM.  

The public is encouraged to watch Board meetings online at  ​ww.isd709.org/district/school-board​ and live on cable 
channel 187.  There will NOT be a viewing room set up at HOCHS.  Thank you for your understanding. 

 

Subject to Change: 
 

October 19-23, 2020 
Tuesday October 20, 2020 6:30 p.m. Regular School Board Meeting* 

IN PERSON / NO AUDIENCE 
Live Streamed on YouTube and cable channel 187 

 
Thursday October 22, 2020 5:30 p.m. Education Equity Advisory Committee 

Virtual/Remote 
October 26-30, 2020 
No meetings scheduled at this time 
 
November 2-6, 2020 
WEDNESDAY November 4, 2020 4:30 p.m. Monthly Committee of the Whole 

Electronic Participation/Live Streamed 
 
Thursday November 5, 2020 4:30 p.m. Policy Committee 

Electronic Participation/Live Streamed 
November 9-13, 2020 
Tuesday November 10, 2020 4:30 p.m. Special School Board Meeting  

Tentative   RE:  Canvass the Votes of the Election 
TBD 

 
Tuesday November 10, 2020 4:45 p.m. HR/Finance Committee 

                                             ​Or to follow the Special Mtg. Electronic Participation/Live Streamed 
 
November 16-20, 2020 
Tuesday November 17, 2020 6:30 p.m. Regular School Board Meeting* 

IN PERSON / NO AUDIENCE 
Live Streamed on YouTube and cable channel 187 

November 23-27, 2020 
No meetings scheduled at this time 
 
 
*If a Regular School Board meeting is cancelled and cannot be held on the regularly scheduled date listed above, due to weather or unforeseen 
circumstances, it will be held the very next day at the same time and location.  

Office of the Superintendent 
October 15, 2020  
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mailto:public.comment@isd709.org
https://www.isd709.org/district/school-board


RESOLUTION 

Designation of Identified Official with Authority for the MDE External User Access 

Recertification System 

WHEREAS, The Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) requires that school districts 

annually designate an Identified Official with Authority to comply with State Access Control 

Security Standard 1.0 which states that all user access rights to Minnesota state systems must be 

reviewed and recertified at least annually. The Identified Official with Authority will assign job 

duties and authorize external user’s access to MDE secure systems for their local education agency 

(LEA).  

RESOLVED, The Superintendent recommends the Board authorize Melinda Thibault to 

act as the Identified Official with Authority (IOwA) for Duluth Public School District 0709-01. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resolution SP-10-20-3765                                                                                        October 20, 2020 
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