Regular School Board Meeting
Duluth Public Schools, ISD 709
Agenda
Tuesday, October 20, 2020
District Services Center

709 Portia Johnson Dr.
Duluth, MN 55811
6:30 PM

1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Pledge of Allegiance
4. Approval of the Agenda
5. School and Community Recognition
6. Reading Communications, Petitions, Etc. - None
7. Report of the Superintendent 2

A. Reports from Student School Board Representatives

B. Schedule of Meetings and Events 18

8. Report of Standing Committees
A. Policy Committee (see separate report)
B. Monthly Committee of the Whole (see separate report)
C. HR/Finance Committee (see separate report)
9. Consent Agenda
10. Special Resolutions and Action Items
A. Resolution SP-10-20-3765 - Designation of Identified Official with 19
Authority for the MDE External User Access Recertification System.
11. Questions / Other
12. Adjournment
13. Audience 20
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q86V0-A_J2zcPhJtazQoRNYBPJI8lgE4/view?usp=sharing

Agenda

Guiding Principles and Prior Considerations

Considerations for Model Shifting and District Advisory Input
Current COVID Data and Trends

Childcare Updates

Teaching and Learning Updates

Decision Making Tool for School Closure

Opportunity for In-Person Supports

Recommendation to move to phase 2 of MPS plan
Athletlcs and Activities - Rubric and Updates

Elementary Hybrid Calendar - Balancing Days
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2020 Return to Learn

ISD 709

Guiding Principles

FOR RE-OPENING SCHOOLS

1 Ensure the safety and wellness of students and
staff

Deliver high-quality instruction to students,
regardless of delivery model

Equity: Ensuring all means all

4 Optimize use of resources (space & materials)
Community and stakeholder engagement in plan
5 development

Equity Criteria:

ISD709.0rg/Equity



Previous Considerations for Initial Model

mo O w»

Selection

Changing Local COVID Rates

Balancing the needs of safety and learning
Challenges of hybrid / hybrid

Concerns for space at east side elementaries

Childcare space issues

Duluth

Public Schools




Based on the safe learning guidelines and other factors,
we recommended an initial model of elementary hybrid
learning and secondary distance learning.

MDE Safe Learning Model Guidelines

Policy Option Range
(14-day case rate per 10,000 people)
In-person learning for all students 0 to less than 10
Elementary in-person, Middle/high school hybrid 10 to less than 20
Both hybrid 20 to less than 30
Elementary hybrid, Middle/high school distance 30 to less than 50
Both distance 50 or more

Duluth

Public Schools




2020 Return to Learn 7

Considerations for Model Shifting
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COVID-19 Cases Update

A. Staff Positives: 16 staff

B. Student Positives: 25 students
e 11 inelementary
® 14 insecondary

C. ISD709 students and staff who have been quarantined:
e 96 students

e 36 staff
Duluth

Public Schools




Current Local COVID-19 Numbers

St. Louis County Bi-Weekly Case Rate for Schools

8/29 - 10.5

9/05 - 12.98
9/12 - 16.14
919 - 22.47
9/26 - 33.37
10/03 - 35.99

Policy Option

Range
(14-day case rate per 10,000 people)

In-person learning for all students

0 to less than 10

Elementary in-person, Middle/high school hybrid

10 to less than 20

Both hybrid

20 to less than 30

Elementary hybrid, Middle/high school distance

30 to less than 50

Both distance

50 or more

Duluth
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https://gis.stlouiscountymn.gov/portal/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=a845cd8507e54ed1a2c1e66413d6e7cb

Childcare Update

Daily participation is significantly lower than parent
interest and registrations indicated

Impact on facilities is less significant than anticipated

Model changes would impact enroliment:

1. Childcare needs would double if in distance at
elementary

2. Childcare not required if in face-to-face at
elementary

Duluth

Public Schools
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Athletics and Activities Updates

A. State Recommendations
B. District Rubric

C. Recommendation of Administration

Duluth

Public Schools
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Teaching and Learning Updates

Stakeholder Feedback
Investments in devices and hotspots
Investments in teacher professional learning

Exploring additional supports

Duluth

Public Schools
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Decision Making Tool for School Closure

Finalized work with MDH on our tool for individual school closure

|. Factors considered within the tool:

Students and staff with positive COVID results
Students and staff with COVID like symptoms
Staff and students quarantined

Staff capacity to run the school

Facilities cleaning capacity

mUOw2P

Il. Supports for students, parents, and staff (not part of the tool,
but an important aspect of our efforts).

Duluth
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We will also analyze each individual situation and work with local and state public health officials to make final decisions.
No confirmed cases of COVID-19 among staff or students.
« Health prevention measures in place.
PREVENTION « Enhanced daily cleaning and frequent cleaning of high-touch points.
« Daily home screening for anyone entering the building.
« Restricted visitor access.

One or more confirmed case(s) of COVID-19 at one facility.
« Those identified as close contacts of a confirmed case of COVID-19 are notified and

advised to follow Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) quidelines.
« Continue enhanced daily cleaning.

« Continue prevention communications.

MITIGATION

Confirmed COVID-19 cases in one specific area (ie: classroom) reaches 20% in Hybrid
MODIFIED Learning/10% in In-Person Learning.
OPERATIONS « Those identified as close contacts of a confirmed case of COVID-19 are notified and

advised to follow Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) guidelines.

« Impacted students and certified staff move to Distance Learning.

« Affected area is closed and cleaned according to the protocol advised by the
Minnesota Department of Health.

« Non-impacted staff continue to report.

« Continue prevention communications.

e about learning models.

Short-term closure may be considered as necessary to ensure minimum staffing
requirements are maintained and facilities are prepared for staff and students.
« Average transitional period would range from 1-3 days.
« All building students and certified staff move to Distance Learning.
« Staff may continue to report.

Confirmed COVID-19 cases in one specific area (ie: classroom) reaches 20% in Hybrid
Learning/10% in In-Person Learning. If the number of staff absent in one building due to
isolation or quarantine results in inadequate staffing, closure will be evaluated.

« Those identified as close contacts of a confirmed case of COVID-19 are notified and

advised to follow MDH health guidelines.

« All building students and certified staff move to Distance Learning.

« Facility closed to students for 14 days.

« Facility closed to staff for 8 days.

14



Cohort Calendar

Students in Cohort A attend Monday and Tuesday
during MEA week. Students in Cohort B attend on
Monday and Tuesday during Thanksgiving week.

Duluth
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Additional Resources

www.ISD709.org/ReturnTolearn

Duluth
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http://www.isd709.org/ReturnToLearn

2020 Return to Learn

THANK YOU!
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DULUTH PUBLIC SCHOOLS ISD 709
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS AND EVENTS

18
All meetings are scheduled at Historic Old Central High School, 215 N 1st Avenue East, unless otherwise noted.

Due to the declared health pandemic, and the declared state of emergency in the City of Duluth,
and pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.021.

The October regular school board meeting will be held in person, but there will not be a public presence
allowed in the boardroom. Committee meetings will continue to be held remotely at this time.

Public comment for the regular school board meeting on October 20, 2020 may be submitted to
public.comment@isd709.org (email comments must be kept to three minutes when read aloud), or recorded by
calling 218-336-8730 no later than Monday, October 19th by 4:00 PM.

The public is encouraged to watch Board meetings online at ww.isd709.org/district/school-board and live on cable
channel 187. There will NOT be a viewing room set up at HOCHS. Thank you for your understanding.

Subject to Change:

October 19-23, 2020
Tuesday October 20, 2020 6:30 p.m. Regular School Board Meeting*

IN PERSON / NO AUDIENCE
Live Streamed on YouTube and cable channel 187

Thursday October 22, 2020 5:30 p.m. Education Equity Advisory Committee
Virtual/Remote

October 26-30, 2020

No meetings scheduled at this time

November 2-6, 2020
WEDNESDAY November 4, 2020 4:30 p.m. Monthly Committee of the Whole
Electronic Participation/Live Streamed

Thursday November 5, 2020 4:30 p.m. Policy Committee
Electronic Participation/Live Streamed
November 9-13, 2020

Tuesday November 10, 2020 4:30 p.m. Special School Board Meeting
Tentative RE: Canvass the Votes of the Election
TBD
Tuesday November 10, 2020 4:45 p.m. HR/Finance Committee

orto follow the Special Mig.  Electronic Participation/Live Streamed

November 16-20, 2020
Tuesday November 17, 2020 6:30 p.m. Regular School Board Meeting*
IN PERSON / NO AUDIENCE
Live Streamed on YouTube and cable channel 187

November 23-27, 2020
No meetings scheduled at this time

*If a Regular School Board meeting is cancelled and cannot be held on the regularly scheduled date listed above, due to weather or unforeseen
circumstances, it will be held the very next day at the same time and location.
Office of the Superintendent
October 15, 2020


mailto:public.comment@isd709.org
https://www.isd709.org/district/school-board

RESOLUTION
Designation of Identified Official with Authority for the MDE External User Access
Recertification System

WHEREAS, The Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) requires that school districts
annually designate an Identified Official with Authority to comply with State Access Control
Security Standard 1.0 which states that all user access rights to Minnesota state systems must be
reviewed and recertified at least annually. The Identified Official with Authority will assign job

duties and authorize external user’s access to MDE secure systems for their local education agency
(LEA).

RESOLVED, The Superintendent recommends the Board authorize Melinda Thibault to
act as the Identified Official with Authority (IOwA) for Duluth Public School District 0709-01.

Resolution SP-10-20-3765 October 20, 2020

19
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Public Comment <public.comment@lsd709.o¥8>

“Public School Closing Hearing held on October 6th, 2020”.

1 message

Chris Vold _ 3> Tue, Oct 6, 2020 -

————
To: public.comment@isd709.org

Board meeting comments:

Hi folks—my name is Chris Vold-- AEO Coordinator/ ALC Dean of Students and I'm here on behalf of the
AEO/ALC school staff housed here in this building.

I'm not here this evening to oppose or dispute anything that may be discussed in tonight's proceedings. My
purpose in being here is to share some information, maybe some brief history, and perhaps some thoughts
or ideas that might be considered going forward.

First, this building is home to many district departments and programs, including 2 high functioning and
growing schools:

Our online school (AEO) has gone from 66 part-time students in 2014 to over 560 students last spring, prior
to Covid turning our world and schools upside down. Last year, AEO students eamed 1746 ISD 709
semester credits. AEO is recognized by MDE as a leader amongst the online providers in the state. Our
own district has recognized our expertise and has leaned on us during the pandemic to support our district’s
overworked and overwhelmed teachers. We continue to teach and support our colleagues any way we can,
as we know how hard it is for them to transition to this distance delivery method of teaching.

Our Area Learning Center has gone through an entire programming revamp over the last 7 to 8 years. In
our last uninterrupted school year prior to the pandemic (2018-2019), ALC enrolled 748 students into our
seatbased, credit recovery, and independent study programs. While we serve students from many area
schools such as Hermantown, Proctor, Two Harbors, etc, each year we positively impact the graduation and
success rates of our own Duluth East and Denfeld High Schools. It should also be mentioned that we
operate year-round, providing the area’s summer school option for students. In 2018-2019, we helped
Duluth East students recover 203 semester credits, and we helped Denfeld students recover 211 semester
credits. To briefly summarize: the quality work done by AEO and ALC is of significant importance to ISD
709.

So, to get back to why we are here...we are having this hearing tonight to discuss the possibility of closing
this building. And whether a deal comes to fruition in the next month or the next year, it probably should
and will happen at some point. This will no doubt lead to a great many questions, ideas, plans, and
decisions that will have to be made. Wants, needs, and the cost for everything impacted will be scrutinized
by all stake-holders, and at this moment in time, no one really has any idea how that is going to go.
However, one thing is for sure, and that is that it's all going to go-=—--=--- this building and everything in it
(including ALC and AEO) is going fo have to go somewhere at some point. And that is why | am here and
why we are concerned with what might happen to our students and our staff as plans move forward.

Yesterday Mr. Magas was kind enough to find 30 minutes in his packed schedule to meet with the AEQ/ALC
staff. He talked and we listened. He was supportive and appreciative of the work we do one floor below
him. He talked about possibilities for us and the district moving forward. When he finished and had to

httpswmail.google.comlmaiIIblALdeOprVDquVKwngmUngKBNstdeu94szgEsahMYuNuWMn/u/O?ik=0690bf3066&view=pt&search=all&perm... 112
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move onto his next meeting, many of us continued the discussion. Mr. Magas had either intentionally or
unintentionally re-energized us. We were encouraged by some things he said and we regained our focus. 21
We looked at notes we have been compiling over the last few years. We revisited plans and ideas that had
been put away until “future possibilities” might be appropriate to discuss. We went back again and looked

at models of schools that had programming that was intriguing fo us. We decided we wanted to pursue
partnerships that had been considered in the past but hadn't been encouraged to really explore with any
depth. This all took place within 24 hours of simply being given an opportunity for our staff to meet with Mr.
Magas. "

Now you may be wondering where | am going with this; why | have stayed in this building since 8am when |
got here for work this morning just so | could talk with you instead of sending you an email. If's quite
simple: | stayed to speak with you because I believe in the work we do here for this district. | am here
because | believe the people | work with are some of the best colleagues | have had in 30 years in
education. | am here because | believe everyone in this room has the opportunity to be a part of something
truly awesome that can eventually benefit our students and their families in ways that this district has only
dreamed about in the past. The timing of this building closure hearing could be exactly what we need to
come together and start deliberate, inclusive, and transparent conversations to develop plans for our future.
Our staff has started one school from scratch and rebooted another. We know what hard work is and we
simply want to join you at the table to lend our expertise, be a vital resource for you, and help you make a
difference for our students, our schools, and our city.

Again, on behalf of the staff for AEO/ALC, we would love to meet with the board and the administration as
soon as possible to share our ideas on what a potential relocated, rebranded, restructured online and area
learning center school could eventually morph into.

I want to thank you for your time, wish you all health and safety as you work together, and | hope you invite
us to be part of that work. Good night.

*Please note that our website is now: isd709.org/aeo

Chris Void

Coordinator

Academic Excellence Online School
Duluth Public Schools

Confidentiality Notice: This E-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply E-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.
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Public Comment <public.comment@isd709.07g>

Distance learning
1 message

Bart Martinson Thu, Oct 15, 2020 at
To: public.comment@isd709.org -

Greetings,

My name is Brandon Martinson and | have 3 children in ISD 709. Two of them attend Congdon Park Elementary in 1st
and 3rd grade. The other is in 6 the grade at Ordean East. The current format of distance and hybrid leaming is not
working. My wife and | are not teachers. Even with the distance leaming and hybrid learning models, each child demands
hours of assistance daily and in my opinion is not gaining learning much. The children need to be in front of a teacher. If it
is not possible to do this in person, they should have scheduled online classes daily. The expectation of them navigating
the platform alone or with parental supervision is unreasonable and rediculous. These children need to be in school with a
teacher, not being given assignments with the expectation that their parents have hours to help them through it. Please
put our children in school full time. Other districts can do it, so should we,

Brandon Martinson

hitps:/mail. goagle.com/mail/ALGkdOwSpVD2zXuVKwEgwmUIggKBNstLdcu94F zbgEB6hMYuNUWMN/u/07ik=cBe0bfa0B6&view=ptésearch=all&pemm... /1
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Public comment for 10/20/20 school board meeting
1 message

Leslie Sauve Fri, Oct 16, 2020
To: public.connenu@isds09.0org

October 16, 2020
RE: Public Comment
Dear ISD 709 School Board:

Thank you for reading this into the record of the School Board meeting on October 20, 2020. My name is
Leslie Sauve, my husband Jesse and | are parents to a preschooler attending preschool full time outside of
ISD 709 and a second grader (B schedule group) at Homecroft Elementary.

| will begin by stating that it is our belief that both elementary and secondary students should be allowed to
return to school full time as the distance learning being provided is less than acceptable. Our son's
classroom size (due to families choosing full distance and students leaving the district) is similar to the size
of daycares and preschools that remain open full time and in person. Similarly, it is hard to understand the
rationale behind allowing the Tier 1 child care (which we participate in) where students of all ages, from
multiple schools congregate together with minimal oversight or enforcement of social distancing practices
but our children cannot attend their home school full time and in person. Furthermore,
colleges/universities have now moved to stage 3 which includes 100% in person learning options. The
majority of these students are of the group/age testing positive at increased levels and much more apt to
participate in activities prone to spreading the virus than our students would ever be. And yet, our children
cannot attend their home school full time, in person.

As background, following the school closure in March, our son began experiencing great anxiety exhibited
by extreme sleep disturbances and fear requiring us to seek psychological appointments and assistance. |
am disappointed that we have never been contacted by the district to discuss our child(ren)’s
mental/emotional health. Our son is terrified, as are we that the district will return to full distance learning
as his anxiety, fear and sleep disturbances quite literally improved by 50% within the first two weeks of in
person learning. We are fortunate and privileged to have access to the care we need; we hurt for those that
are not and do not believe we are serving our district’s children equitably or adequately.

| am pleased to report that our son adores his teacher and his time in school, so much so that he requests
we send him on Mondays and Tuesdays as well “to see if they’ll let me stay”. This is a testament.
Unfortunately, on distance learning days, he reports feeling unchallenged, “bored” and uninterested in
learning. It is heartbreaking to witness this disenchantment with learning. As an example, both our second
grader and preschooler were assigned math work that was quite literally the same assignment. Prior to our
shutdown, our son was participating in third grade math and reading at a similar level. Because of this, we
have spent the majority of our time supplementing his instruction and work through homeschool
curriculums. We are fortunate to have access and the ability to do this, however, we both are employed at a
full time level and to be frank, we are all exhausted.

Due to the uncertainty and quite frankly, canned and generic information and responses being provided by

our district we have thoroughly and seriously explored our options outside of ISD 709. Our son has received

no synchronous or asynchronous instruction and when we’ve inquired about this to our school and teacher

going forward we’ve been told that it’s “not an option” and will not happen. Our children are not receiving
htips://mail.google.com/mail/b/AL GkdOwSpVDzXuVKwEgwmUlggKBNstLdcu94F zbgE8BhMYuNuWMn/u/0?ik=cBe0bfa066&view=pi&search=all&perm... 1/2
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_an equitable education; our children are and will continue to be “behind” neighboring schools and districts
that afe also in the hybrid model but are providing true, interactive instruction and education to their 24
students. ISD 709 is failing our students and we cannot continue to attend a district that chooses to do so.

To end, I will reiterate; it is our belief that all students should be allowed back to school full time, in person.
The questions that remain continually unanswered are: how will the A/B schedule inequities be addressed?
Our son has significantly less opportunities for in person learning due to holidays and “off days”. Can we
expect synchronous/asynchronous instruction as indicated in the district’s return to learn plan? How many
children/families have left ISD 709 since distance learning began? How will our children’s mental/emotional
health be addressed?

Thank you for your time.

Leslie and Jesse Sauve

hitps://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwSpVDzXuVKwEgwmLIggKBNstLdcu84FzbgEBBhMYuUNuWMN/u/0?ik=c8e0bfa066&view=pt&search=all&perm... 2/2
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Public Comment <public.comment@isd709.078>

School
1 message

Amy Fossun, Fri, Oct 16, 2020 .
To: public.comment@isd709.org

Hi there,

My name is Amy Fossum. | have a son who attends Denfeld high school & a daughter who attends Lincoln middle
school. Overall the school year has been ok. | have two major concerns. While | know that numbers are increasing right
now a hybrid model should have been in place at the beginning of the school year. Is there a plan to retum to the
classroom? My kids lack social interaction in a structured environment & | worry about their mental health. Required
synchronous learning would be a start but at what point will they be able to go back to school?

My other big concern is the plan to take away sports of numbers stay above 30 for 3 weeks in a row. Are high school
sports the source of the increased numbers? No, but these kids are the first to get punished by taking it away. Both of
my kids were able to participate on the Denfeld soccer teams this fall. It gave them daily activity & something structured
to go to in person. It was done in a safe manner & the families | know who's kids were on the teams were very careful
regarding Covid because nobody wanted to lose the one thing they had. It helped my kids mental health during this time
& they looked forward to every single practice. Please reconsider the guidelines you have in place. Some of the winter
sports such as Nordic ski are very low risk. The kids are outdoors & always apart by nature of the skis themselves. Even
the others can be done safely. Believe me, if sports do not happen, those kids will still find ways to get together in a less
safe environment.

Thank you for your time.

Amy

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AL GkdOw9pVDzXuVKwEgwmU l9gKBNstl.dcud4FzbgE8BhMYuNuWMN/W/0?ik=c6e0bfa0BB8view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/1
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Public Comment <public.comment@isd709.02|'8>

Activities
1 message

Nathaniel Burke Fri, Oct 16, 2020 .
To: public.comment@isd709.org

The way the administration has handled this situation is very ridiculous in my opinion. Now on top of this the fact they
want to take away our activities is completely a joke when there hasn't been any problems during the course of any
athletic season so far. The reason this cancellation of sports isn't due to the kids, it's the adults in the community getting
COVID. There is absolutely no reason taking athletics and activities away from kids is a good thing to do. Absolutely a
joke that this even is being considered, we have had no problems.

Confidentiality Notice: This E-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply E-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.
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Public Comment <public.comment@isd709.org>

HS Sports

1 message

Kari Bulthuis _ Sat, Oct 17, 2020
To: "public.comment@isd709.org" <public.comment@isd709.org>

I'd like to see the continuation of sports WITH THE USE of masks worn AT ALL TIMES by players when on the ice, the
field, or the court. | think that indoor sports are too high risk o allow without the use of masks.

Thank you for continuing to put the health and safety of our student athletes above all else. There are too many players
and parents engaging in considerable high risk social activities potentially placing our students at risk.

Thank you,
A Denfeld Parent

Get Qutlook for Android

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AL Gkd OwOpVDzXuVKwEgwmUIggKBNstLdou94 Fzbg E86hMYuNuWMn/u/07ik=c6e0bfa0668view=ptRsearch=all&psrm. .. 11
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Public Comment <public.comment@isd709.o?g>

Let us play

1 message

Angela Stocke. Sat, Oct 17, 2020

To: public.comment@isd709.org

| am a mother of 3 boys in Duluth,

Hockey and sports is their ONE outlet as schools are closed.
The community cost of keeping all kids out of sports is too high.
The kids aren't the ones getting sick.

LET US PLAY.

Business + Money + Life Coach
www.angstocke.com

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AL GkdOwOpVDzXuVKwEgwWmUIggKBNstLdcu94Fzbg EBShMYuNUWMN/u/0?ik=c6e0bfa066&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/1
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Public Comment <public.comment@isd709.org>

Sports.

1 message

Sean mcgee ) Sat, Oct 17, 2020 .
To: public.comment@isd709.org

Please do not listen to these crazy people who want sports to continue. The next 4 months are supposed to have
massive cases and deaths. Look at Corona Tracker or World O Meter for data on the virus. World O Meter forecasts
400,000 people dead by Feb 1. That is almost double the amount of deaths we are currently at. It took 7.5 months to get
to 200,000 deaths and they are looking at 3.5 months to add another 200,000,

Minnesota, Wisconsin, North Dakota, South Dakota are all having RECORD increases now. Wisconsin has been in the
top 2-3 most infected states in the nation right now. Wisconsin has only 5 million people. It is burning through the state at
over 4,000 cases a day. Yesterday Minnesota hit a record of 2300 daily cases. October 10 was the record at 1500 daily
cases. Duluth had 300 cases the first 6 months of the virus. Now it has 300 cases a WEEK.

These parents are ignorant. Don't listen to them. You have to save the kids from the stupid parents.

CANCEL SPORTS!!

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwSpVD2zXuVKwEgwmUIggKBNstLdcu84FzbgE8BhMYuNUWMN/u/07ik=cBe0bfa066&view=pt&search=all&perm... 4/1
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DO NOT ABANDON OUR CHILDREN

1 message

Melissa Latimore Sun, Oct 18, 2020
To: public.comment@isd709.org

| am writing to you to URGE you please - please do not discontinue sports for the students in our district. |1 have 4 sons -
one of them is a senior who has been counting on-his senior year to showcase his talents so that he can earn a
scholarship for college - | am talking about years and years of paid conditioning training, outside coaching, sacrificing a
ton of extracurricular activities in order to focus on his sport. We cannot afford college any other way, as | don't qualify for
most hardship scholarships and grants, yet | don’t make nearly enough as a single parent to put him through schoo!.
Sports activities improve my kids' overall health through physical activity including their mentat health. Physical and
mental health is extraordinarily important to my family.

Our family has taken extra precautions to reduce the spread of COVID-19 and am concemed that my children are being
punished because we have done every single thing we've been asked by the governar, by DHS, by the CDC.

My oldest son played AAU basketball alf summer, all those tournaments were in the twin cities - they were completely
successful at mitigating the spread of COVID19 through the precautions they set up. My youngest son played baseball
all summer and continued to go to boxing classes multiple times a week in Duluth - there have been ZERO problems,
They both have been going to camps and fall leagues - everyone is taking the required precautions seriously and there
have been no problems. Local sports/extracurricular activities have had an overwhelming low number of positive cases
COVID-19. | personally cannot think of a single case, although I'm sure there has been.

My children NEED structure. Although we've tried our best, we cannot achieve what sports and extracurricular activities
provide. My kids depend on these activities for their friendships, for healthy outlets, and like | said, for college
opportunities.

This decision, | fear, will lead to our kids enrolling in neighboring programming - because the other area school districts
are still having school and sports (and not to mention - all of these kids from Cloquet, Proctor, Hermantown, etc... where
they are NOT shutting down - thase kids all hang out and play in the same outside leagues and AAU teams, go to the
same malls, and churches... we are all exposed to one another anyways - none of this makes any sense at all as to why
you would consider taking away something so CRITICAL to a kids' physical and mental health when these numbers are
overwhelming low, and if there is a case, it is handled according to CDC recommendations.

if anything, we should consider other solutions first; such as playing games without fans, live-streaming all games, have
stricter mask policy in practices... but none of that has even been offered as a solution.

Thank you for taking the time to read my concerns - | could write a much longer email and in a lot more detail, but | know
you are busy and likely don't have time for that. Please, we are doing everything we're being asked and taking this
seriously. Please don't punish our kids because of numbers that are rising as a resuit of increased testing - of course the
numbers will rise as we step up our testing as a community. At least try other things first before throwing all the athletics
and activities out - this is very serious. | fear the number of kids starting to drink and use drugs is going to rise (this is my
field of expertise, what | do for a living, and | can tell you for a fact that isolation is leading to increase relapse in people),
it will impact their mental health - these are such important developmental milestones in a teeenagers life and this cannot
be taken lightly.

Best regards to you, your health and the health of those in your own life -
Melissa

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AL GkdOw8pVDzXuVKwEgwmUIggKBNstlLdcu94 FzbgE86hMYuNuWMN/u/0?ik=cBe0bfalB6&view=pi&search=all&perm...
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1 message

Rhett Bonner Sun, Oct 18, 2020 :
To: public.comment@isd709.org, rosaiie.loefflerkemp@isd709.org, david.kirby@isd709.org, paul.sandholm@isd709.org,
jilllofald@isd709.org, kelly.durickeder@isd709.org, alanna.oswald@isd709.org, sally.trnka@isd709.org

Hi All,

I would like to ask that the school board NOT cancel sports for the fall OR winter season this year.

The Kids really need the physical outlet and the socializing and fellowship with their peers!

My son has been doing distance learning since last March and then off all summer and now distance learning again. At

this point he is feeling very isolated.

The only thing he looks forward to is the basketball practices and games that he has been doing with a NON-ISD 709

group.
Now that the basketball season is about to start, it would be devastating for his emotional health to lose that opportunity
to play with his peers.

I have complete trust in the coaching staff that they will organize practice and gym time in the safest way possible, and
will temporarily shut things down if needed.

PLEASE DON'T CANCEL THE WINTER SPORTS SEASON!

Thanks,

Rhett Bonner

hitps://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0w9pVDzXuVKwEgwmUIggKBNstLdcu94Fzbg E8BhMYuNuWMN/u/0?ik=c6e0bfa066 &view=pt&search=all&perm...
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Distance learning
1 message

Casey Brock o Sun, Oct 18, 2020 :
To: "public.comment@isd709.org" <public.comment@isd709.org>

To whom it may concemn,

| have three children in the school district who are all forced to do distance learning which is working terribly. My children
are having to teach themselves, | really don't know why we are paying taxes for the teachers that don't even need to be
there as my children either teach themselves or we as parents are doing the teaching. As to why my children cannot go to
school makes no sense. The 140 students that require daycare Is not a valid reason to make my children have to do
distance leaming. | also believe that the school district is overreacting to the pandemic as the teachers are afraid. The
teachers union controls the district. If we are not willing to let our children go back to some form of in person education
then we might as well not have a school district because | can get all the education material for all my children online.

\'/[#
Mr Casey Brock

https://mail. google.com/mail/b/ALGkd OwdpVDzXuVKwEgwmUIggKBNstLdcuB84FzbgEBBhMYuNuWMn/u/0?ik=c8e0bfa066&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/
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School board meeting public comment
1 message

Sarah Burt Sun, Oct 18, 2020
To: public.comment@isd709.org

Hello,

My name is Sarah. | have 1 son in 10th grade at East and 1 son in 7th grade at ordean. This school year has been
extremely difficult for us as a family. The middle schooler is borderline failing 2 classes and says regularly he hates
distance learning. My high schooler is failing 4 classes and has more than a dozen missing assignments. He also says he
hates distance learning. We have all shed tears there has been fighting and arguing and punishments.. We as a family
spend about 30-40 hours per week on school work. | do not feel or think or believe the education they are getting is on
par with other districts/schools.

My high schoolers IEP is not being followed and actually | received an email from one teacher 3 weeks in COMPLETELY
unaware he even had an |EP. | believe my middle schooler is in need of evaluation for needing an IEP however | have no
clue where to go with that during distance learning. Both boys have diagnosed ADHD inattentive and are having a hard
time. The middle schooler has never logged into a google meet and he doesn’t know how to do it. | had to come home for
lunch to teach the high schooler to log in For google meets however he has a difficult time managing any sort of schedule.
| spend my lunch breaks coming home to check on them and we do school work from the time | get home after work until
bedtime. Usually on Tuesdays before everything is due we are up until 11pm or 12am trying to get everything done. Their
dad works nights so he is asleep during the day and we have joint custody so they do some school work on weekends
too while they are there. We are taking things one day at a time and trying to get caught up before the end of the
semester and | have submitted for 3 days off of work to help them get caught up before the end of the semester. We are
very hopeful that the would be able to move to hybrid or some sort of in person learning for next semester. If we could
afford private school | would enroll them immediately.

Sarah Burt

hitps://mail.google.com/mail/b/AL Gkd0wSpVDzXuVKwEgwmUIggKBNstLdcuf4FzbgE8BhMYuNuWMn/u/07?ik=c6e0bfa066&view=pt&search=all&oerm... 1/
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ISD 709 ATHLETICS

1 message

Tiffany Schubitzke ' - Sun, Oct 18, 2020
To: public.comment@isd709.org, rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.0rg, david.kirby@isd709.0rg, paul.sandholm@isd709.org,
jill.lofald@isd709.0rg, kelly.durickeder@isd709.org, alanna.oswald@isd709.org, sally.trnka@isd709.org

ISD 709 School Board Members,

| am a parent of 2 student athletes at Duluth East High School, and | am writing with my concerns of the vote potentially
coming in the next few weeks. Athletics and extracurricular activities are not only a positive part of a high school career,
but also essential for their growth and mental health. | saw a drastic change in my child's anxiety and depression once
sports and activities resumed. Without in person school they have no other outlet. As a community, it is our responsibility
to ensure the safety of all members, however high school sports are not what is driving the covid cases up and how can
we as adults tell these kids that it is on them to take the full brunt of the entire community? Why are they being punished
for increased numbers? There is no data that shows that numbers have increased due to sports being played. There are
many factors, including an increase in college students returning that have no bearing on our children's activities. We
would be the only district to not be allowed to play, even though the MSHL has approved ALL of MN to play, and our kids
will watch all surrounding areas including Marshall, Hermantown, Proctor, Two Harbors and Esko continue to be allowed
to play. The families in the surrounding areas are also shopping and working in our district and yet our students will pay
the price for all of St.Louis County. That seems like an inconceivable responsibility and punishment to be put on our
students. These students have been diligent in staying within their "pods” and only having exposure to each other and
the number of positive cases is not going to decrease If they aren't allowed to play a few games. What will be more likely
to happen is to see a drop in our student numbers as some will be forced to open enroll to surrounding schools or private
schools which is already becoming an issue due to all online schooling. Many students rely on scholarships to be able to
even attend college, this is not something that will only immediately affect them, but could have an impact on their futures
as well. Please take into consideration what this will do to these students mentally as well as physically and be the voice

for them, not against them.

Thank you for your time,
Tiffany Schubitzke

hitps://mail.google.com/mail/b/AL Gkd OwSpVDzXuVKwEgwmUIgqKBNstLdcu94FzbgESShMYuNuWMn/u/0?ik=c6e0bfa0668view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/1
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Hybrid learning grades 6-12

1 message

Kristyerickson Sun, Oct 18, 2020+
To: Public Comment <public.comment@isd709.org>

| recently leamed that hybrid learning was taken away from grades 6-12 due to the childcare mandate. As an essential
healthcare worker and a mother of 3, | understand the needs for childcare in elementary age children during a pandemic,
however the solution should not be at the expense of the older students. | filled out the survey prior to the school year for
all 3 of my kids opting into hybrid learning as | felt some teacher/student contact and structure was necessary for my kids
to succeed. My stance has not changed. Currently | feel like my kids are still on vacation to a certain extent, with very
little structure in the virtual learning program provided by ISD.709. They are not getting the education they need - this is
UNACCEPTABLE! The school district needs to come up with a better solution.

Sincerely,
Kristy Erickson

https://mail.gaogle.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwOpVDzXuVKwEgwmUIgqKBNstLdcu84FzbgESBhMYUNUWMn/u/0?ik=c6e0bfa086&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/1
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Extra-curricular participation decision: Important
1 message

Dave Thompson Sun, Oct 18, 2020
To: "rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.org” <rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.org>, "public.comment@isd709.org"
<public.comment@isd709.org>, "david.kirby@isd709.org" <david.kirby@isd709.org>, "paul.sandholm@isd708.crg"
<paul.sandholm@isd709.org>, "jill.lofald@isd708.org" <jill.lofald@isd709.0rg>, "kelly.durickeder@isd709.org"
<kelly.durickeder@isd709.org>, "alanna.oswald@isd709.org" <alanna.oswald@isd709.0rg>, "sally.trnka@isd709.org"
<sally.trnka@isd709.org>

Cc: Thompson David - Kathy Hormer

Dear Duluth School Board Members:

The decision you face tomorrow carries with it a great deal of weight and consequence for many
.young student/athletes. Please consider the following points as you determine what to do
regarding extra-curricular sports in the midst of this current scenario. | am a head coach and just
completed a successful soccer season with no cancellations or outbreaks of infection due to our
competition and practices because we followed guidelines and maintained integrity within those
guidelines. Sports are possible and safe if rules are followed. Please consider the following points
as they all underscore the importance of allowing young people to participate in their chosen
activity safely.

1) Sports/extracurricular activities improve student's overall physical and mental health.

2. Our family has taken extra precautions to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and our child should
not be punished due to others not taking the spread of the virus as seriously.

3. Schools like the one | work for and coach at have already taken great precautions and have
implemented strong strategies to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 while allowing safe participation
of student-athletes. Local sports/extracurricular activities have had an overwhelming low number of
positive cases COVID-19.

4. Sports are a significant source of healthy social interaction and motivation for our young people
who need all the support and resources they can get at this time.

5. Sports/extracurricular activities are not the source of the problem. The participants should not be
denied their activity as a consequence of other factors outside of their control and which have no
bearing on the safety of their specific activity.

6. Sports/extracurricular activities are the primary source of "normal” for our young people. Due to
the fact that our high school students are already in "distance learning”, they should not be
considered as the main source of the spread or rise of cases.

7. Simple measures, if followed, can significantly mitigate the risk for everyone, not just
participants.

Please consider all of these points strongly, knowing the extra stress and anxiety all students are
facing in the midst of this uncertain time and that allowing them to complete and participate is an
incredibly important factor in their overall health and well being. Please vote to allow sports to
continue, knowing it can be done safely, for the health and well being of our student/athletes who
deserve the chance to play their chosen sport and represent the Duluth School District.

Sincerely,

David and Kathanne Thompson
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Continuing fall sports
1 message

Samantha o Sun, Oct 18, 2020

To: "public.comment@isd709.0rg" <publiic.comment@isd709.org>, "rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.org"
<rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.org>, "david kirby@isd709.org" <david.kirby@isd709.org>, "paul.sandholm@isd7089.org"
<paul.sandholm@isd709.org>, "jill.lofald@isd709.org" <jill.lofald@isd709.org>, "kelly.durickeder@isd709.org"
<kelly.durickeder@isd708.0rg>, "alanna.oswald@isd709.org" <alanna.oswald@isd709.0rg>, "sally.tmka@isd709.org"
<sally.trnka@isd709.org>

It was brought to our attention that there was going to be voting regarding allowing continuing of fall athletics. |
would like to share these points which we strongly believe. We vote YES to keeping fall sports going!

1. Sports/extracurricular activities improve your child's overall health through physical activity. It also improves your
child's mental health. Physical and mentai health is important to your family.

2. Your family has taken extra precautions to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and your participant should not be
punished due to others not taking the spread of the virus as seriously.

3. Schools have already taken great precautions and have implemented strong strategies to mitigate the spread of
COVID-18 while allowing safe participation of student-athletes. Local sports/extracurricular activities have had an
overwhelming low number of positive cases COVID-19,

4. You fear that shutdown of sports/extracurricular activities will cause a disruption of friendships that your child
depends on.

5. This decision could lead families to open-enroll in neighboring school districts to participate in these
sports/extracurricular activities.

6. Sports/extracurricular activities are not the source of the problem. The participants should not be at the mercy of the
community.

7. Sports/extracurricular activities is the primary source of "normal” for your participant at the moment. Due to the fact
that our high school students are already in "distance learning”, they should not be considered as the main source of
the spread or rise of cases.

8. We should consider other solutions first; such as playing games without fans, live-streaming all games, have stricter
mask policy in practices, have smaller pod sizes in practices, etc.

Sincerely,

John & Samantha Pykkonen

https://mail.google.com/mailb/ALGkdOwSpVDzXuVKwEgwmUIgqKBNstL dcud4 FzbgEBBhMYuNuWMn/w/0Zik=c6e0bfa0B6aview=pt&search=all&oerm... 11
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Potential Shut Down of School Sports

1 message

Angela Lahti Sun, Oct 18, 2020¢
To: rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.org
Bee: public.comment@isd709.0rg

First of all, thank you for taking the time to read this.

| am writing to you regarding my concern with the potential shutdown for High School Sports. As a parent to four
children in the Duluth School District, a parent of a student athlete at Duluth East High School, as well as a Healthcare
worker in our downtown Essentia campus, | am urging you to reconsider possibly shutting down sports this fall.

Allowing these student athletes to play has been such an incredible opportunity for them. They are happier, healthier,
and both emotionally and mentally in the best place they have been since the shutdown started. Being able to play sports
has given them an outlet they so desperately need!

Our kids, without any waming, have had to deal with not going to school since March, have not been able to be around
friends, have had numerous events cancelled, and have had to pivot and learn school virtually full time. Allowing the
ability to participate in sports this fall has finally been a little bit of normalcy for these kids.

As adults we have also had numerous changes, but for these kids, being able to be around friends and play the sports
they love means the world to them.

All teams are practicing and performing in the safest way possible and these student athletes are currently not the
reason for the increasing spread in the community.

As parents and educators, all we want is the best for our children. No question. But please reconsider shutting things
down. Numbers are going to continue to climb as winter progresses and flu season starts. Right now is NOT the time to
shut things down again. it would be a premature decision.

Covid is a very real threat to many, but the families, coaches, and players are taking ALL the precautions to prevent
any spread within our school district and community.

My son personally, as well as his teammates, have been taking the appropriate measures to keep the players and
coaches safe. We daily do health checks and screens, they take precautions on the football field by utilizing masks and
hand sanitizer, they use small groups at practice, and it strictly takes place outdoors. We take extreme precautions to
prevent the spread by limiting any contact to people outside our immediate family.

For the duration of the football season, my son has voluntarily chosen to limit his outings to home and football to avoid
getting sick and help ensure they can play the entire season,

His football team is family to him. Playing football is something he looks forward to the entire year. Any parent and
player of any sport this year can attest to the joy and happiness it brings these kids.

These students train hard, work hard, and do everything in their power they can to continue the season. My heart
breaks for these seniors that only have a few weeks left of their fall season. They don't get any do-overs. Please let them
continue to play.

Our Football team, as well as our family, have taken the precautions to allow safe participation for these athletes.
These student athletes should NOT be punished for COMMUNITY members who do not take Covid as seriously.

The teams in our Duluth area have not been the source of the spread. We should therefore not be at the mercy of the
community to keep numbers down. Our local sports have had an overwhelming low number of positive cases of Covid.
Why should they be shut down when everyone who is playing is healthy?

Other counties in Minnesota have not taken any measure this EXTREME. There are counties such as Itasca County,
Hennepin County, and Stearns County that have higher rates of positive COVID-19 cases, but they have continued to
play this fall. There are ZERO other schools in the state of MN with higher cases than St. Louis that has shut things down.
Wisconsin schools are playing out their seasons as well and numbers are higher in Wisconsin than they are in
Minnesota.

Covid has disrupted so much of our lives, please let the kids play and finish out their seasons.

My greatest fear with the community COVID percentages increasings, is that you will choose to shut down school
sports and they will not be restarted and will be shut down for months if not the entire school year. These kids finally got a

https://mail.google.conv/mailfb/ALGkdOwSpVDzXuVKwEgwmUIgqKBNstLdcug4 Fzbg ES6hMYuNuWMn/u/0?ik=cBe0bfa066&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/2
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little bit of normalcy back. They need their coaches and role models more than ever right now.

It was a mistake to not start Volleyball and Football at the end of August like normal. Please don't make the mistake of39
shutting down fall sports right now. Please let these student athletes finish out the season this year.

Thank you for your time in reading this.

- Angela

https:/lmai!.google.comlmaiVblALdeOprVDquVKwngmUlquBNstLdcu94szgE86hMYuNuWMnlu/O?ik=c690bfaOBG&view=pt&search=aIl&perm... 2/2
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Continuation of the fall sports season
1 message

Leslie Anderson ” Sun, Oct 18, 2020

To: "public.comment@isd709.org" <public.comment@isd709.org>, "rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.org"
<rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.org>, "david.kirby@isd709.org" <david.kirby@isd709.org>, "paul.sandholm@isd709.org"
<paul.sandholm@isd709.org>, "jill.lofald@isd708.org" <jill.lofald@isd709.org>, "kelly.durickeder@isd709.org"
<kelly.durickeder@isd709.org>, "alanna.oswald@isd709.org" <alanna.oswald@isd709.org>, "sally.trnka@isd709.org"
<sally.trnka@isd709.org>

To whom it may concern,

We are submitting this email as a formal request that you please allow for the continuation of the 2020 fall sports
season(s) for our local Duluth area student athletes amidst the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Although it may seem trivial
to some, the ability to participate in something 'normal’ this fall as a member of one of the many fall sports and
extracurricular programs has and continues to be an invaluable means of social interaction for our students.

Provided we remain diligent in maintaining necessary heightened precautions, continue safe practices and procedures,
and comply with that we all continue to maintain ongoing COVID-19 pandemic

10/19/2020 Duluth Public Schools Mail - Continuation of the fall sports season...continued
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Continuation of the fall sports season...continued
1 message

Leslie Anderson Sun, Oct 18, 2020 ~ '

To: "public.comment@isd709.org" <public.comment@isd709.org>, "rosalie.loefllerkemp@isd709.org"
<rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.org>, "david.kirby@isd709.org" <david kirby@isd708.0rg>, "paul.sandholm@isd709.org"
<paul.sandholm@isd709.org>, “jill.lofald@Isd708.0rg" <jill.lofald@isd709.0rg>, "kelly.durickeder@isd709.org"
<kelly.durickeder@isd709.org>, "alanna.oswald@isd709.org" <alanna.oswald@isd708.org>, "sally.trmka@isd709.or"

<sally.trnka@isd708.or>
To whom it may concem (again),
...sorry, looks like we sent the previous email message before it was completed.

In summary, please consider in your decision making process regarding the continuation of fall sports and extracurricular
programs what you would be taking away from our local student athletes.

Respectfully,
Dean and Leslie Anderson

Duluth East High School student parents

hitps://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0wSpVDzXuVKwEgwmUIlgaKBNstLdcu94FzbaE86hMYuNuWMN/u/0?ik=c6e0bfa0B6&view=nt&saarch=allR narm 1M
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1 message

jenny critchley V Sun, Oct 18, 202G
To: public.comment@isd709.org

To whom it may concern.
| wrote to you as a very concerned parent. | have a son in the 9th grade here in the Duluth School district.

I know COVID is a real concem to our county. | appreciate the the that we all need to be concerned with this.

I however strongly recommend we also consider our youths mental health. They have already had school days taken
away.

| have a child who absolutely needs his sports. You see he is special needs and having that out key is vital to his mental
health. it keeps him active and in communication with his friends. This communication with his friends is a safe place.
They follow the rules and guidelines.

I plead with you to follow the state guidelines. Please don't take away their sports,

| am scared honestly on what will happen if my son along with others who need this outlet.

I can tell you when he was able to start football back up his mental health did a tumn around. Now to take it away along
with other sports that he will play on the winter makes me nervous of the downward spiral he will fall down.

His case worker and therapist also are concerned for him and what this will do.

Please take all this information into consideration when you vote. | know you are trying to keep us all safe from COVID
and | thank you for that. But pleSe keep our kids Mental Health safe as well.

Thank you

Jennifer Critchlev Lapcinski

Sent from Yahoo for iPhone

https://mail.google.com/mailib/ALGkdOwdpVDzXuVKWEgwmUIggKBNstLdcud4FzbgESEhMYuNUWMN/W/07ik=c6e0bfa0668viewsntRsearch=allRnarm
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Continuance or Cancellation of Sports Programs
1 message

Jack And Kathy Sun, Oct 18, 2020y
To: public.commeni@isd709.org, rosalie.loemerkemp@isd709.org, david.kirby@isd709.org, paul.sandholm@isd709.org,
jill.lofald@isd709.org, kelly.durickeder@isd709.org, alanna.oswald@isd709.org, sally.trnka@isd709.org

We are writing to encourage you to allow all sports programs, those currently in progress and those beginning in the next
few weeks at tomorrow’s school board meeting.

No other schoot district in Minnesota have taken these extreme measures. There are ways in which the sports can be
played with strong strategies to mitigate the spread of COVID-19; such as playing games without fans or live-streaming
all games.

Our grandson has played from July until this weekend on a AAU team which had strategies in place that mitigated the
spread of this virus and had no positive COVID cases.

We know you'll carefully consider these facts and let our young people continue with these activities that promote good
mental and physical health.

Sincerely,
Kathy and Jack Horner

Sent from my iPad

hitps://mail.google.com/mail/b/AL GkdOw9pVDzXuVKwEgwmUIgqKBNstL dcu94FzbgESShMYuNuWMN/W0?ik=c68e0bfa0B6&view=nt&search=all&perm... 1/1
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Fwd: School Board Decision to Continue Sports
1 message

Kimberly Lakhan Sun, Oct 18, 20201
To: public.comment@isd709.org, rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.org, david.kirby@isd709.org, paul.sandholm@isd709.org,
jill.lofald@isd709.0rg, kelly.durickeder@isd709.org, alanna.oswald@isd709.org, sally.tmka@isd709.org

Dear School Board members,

Thank you for all you do for our students. As a parent who is new to sports (our senior son just joined this year), it is
wonderful to see him enjoying himself. However, as a health care provider, | fully support your efforts to keep our children
'safe. Their time playing is valuable but fleeting compared to the risks COVID poses to them, family members, and the
greater community. We do not yet know or understand the long-term consequences of an infection, even an
asymptomatic one. It is simply not worth it.

Thank you again,
Kimberly Lakhan

On Oct 18, 2020, at 1:07 PM, > wrote:

I am personally sharing this email with you for awareness. This email is NOT coming to you
from the Touchdown Club.

I am emailing you to inform you that this week the School Board will be discussing the continuance or
cancellation of ALL sports programs currently in process (football, volleyball, soccer, cross country) and
those beginning in the next few weeks due to the rise of positive COVID-19 cases in St. Louis County.

In order to restart activities after a potential shut down the following would have to transpire: (1) the
sport would still have to be in session, (2) case rates would need to be below 30 for three weeks in a
row, and (3) those three weeks would need to demonstrate a downward trend in community spread.
Quite simply, my fear is that if sports are shut down, they will remain shut down for the duration of the
school year.

There are ZERO other schools in the state of Minnesota that have taken measures that are this extreme

at this point. There are schools in Itasca County (Grand Rapids), Hennepin County (Minneapolis),
Oimsted County (Rochester), Stearns County (St. Cloud) that have higher rates of positive COVID-19
cases, but have continued to play their sports and allowed students to participate in extracurricular
activities.

If you feel strongly about participation in sports and extracurricular activities, I would encourage you to
email our school board.

Within your email, feel free to use these points:

1. Sports/extracurricular activities improve your child's overall health through physical activity. It also
improves your child's mental health. Physical and mental health is important to your family.

2, Your family has taken extra precautions to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and your participant
should not be punished due to others not taking the spread of the virus as seriously.

3. Schools have already taken great precautions and have implemented strong strategies to mitigate
the spread of COVID-19 while allowing safe participation of student-athletes. Local
sports/extracurricular activities have had an overwhelming low number of positive cases COVID-19.
4. You fear that shutdown of sports/extracurricular activities will cause a disruption of friendships that
your child depends on.

5. This decision could lead families to open-enroll in neighboring school districts to participate in these
sports/extracurricular activities.
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_6..Sperts/extracurricular activities are not the source of the problem. The participants should not be at
the mercy of the community.

7. Sports/extracurricular activities is the primary source of "normal" for your participant at the 44
moment. Due to the fact that our high school students are already in "distance learning”, they should
not be considered as the main source of the spread or rise of cases.

8. We should consider other solutions first; such as playing games without fans, live-streaming all
games, have stricter mask policy in practices, have smaller pod sizes in practices, etc.

Keep in mind, this is completely voluntary. In no way am I suggesting that you should send an email to
our school board. However, our season (along with many other student-athletes participating in other
sports/extracurricular activities) may be hanging in the balance at this point. If you feel strongly about
your child participating in sports/extracurricular activities, please consider sending an email.

You can send your emails to the following addresses:
public.comment@isd709.org

rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.org

david.kirby@isd709.org

paul.sandholm@isd709.0rg

jill.lofald@isd709.0rg

kelly.durickeder@isd709.org

alanna.oswald@isd709.org

sally.trnka@isd709.org
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Honor roll student failing in current system.
1 message

michelie dinehart Sun, Oct 18, 2020 .
To: public.comment@isd709.org

Good afternoon.

| am writing this email because | want to let you know that your current system in place is failing the students of ISD709.
My daughter is a 7th grader at Ordean East middle school . She spent her 6th grade year fully on the honor roll at Ordean
East Middle School. This school year the rollout of an online program came just 2 short weeks before school started. With
little training for educators, no training for students or parents. She has been working at home but, assignments have
been lost through canvas or very difficult to find . | am currently working from home in witnessing this 1st hand. As a
parent, it is difficult to navigate canvas, as well. One example is she been working on math yet nothing was turned in
since the start of school. | reached out to the math teacher. That particular teacher’s response was they were not
questlomng it because so many kids have dropped off. We came to Ordean East Middle S.choot last year from a private
school located in Duluth. | will tell you this as a parent, | will be calling Monday morning to see where | can place my child
either in a another district or a private school. | cannot afford to have my student fail or repeat the 7th grade again next
year. It is a very tough decision to make as a parent and very sad and upsetting . The school district talks about ®°No Child
Left Behind" but isn't that exactly what we are doing here when we have honor roll students who are currently failing their
grade level? | find it very hard to sit and watch children at Ordean East Middle School for a daycare when the purpose of
that school is to be utilized for the education of the children living in this community. The district has voice Gov Walz can
hear. 1 do not, but this is wrong. It is at the expense of children's education.

Please hear our voices and do you part to get our children back in school. Other schools are doing just fine in the area
with on-site education. Two Harbors, Marshall and private schools are some examples.

Thanks.
Michelle Dinehart
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Decision to Continue Sports
1 message

Jodi Paulson ¢ Sun, Oct 18, 20200
To: rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.org, puoic.comment@isd709.org, david.kitby@isd709.org, jill.lofald@isd709.0rg, ~
paul.sandhoim@isd709.org, kelly.durickeder@isd709.org, sally.tmka@isd709.org, alanna.oswald@isd709.org

Cc: dpaulson32@yahoo.com, Jodi Paulson <jjpaulson44@gmail.com>

Dear ISD 709 School Board,
Every age group has been affected by the coronavirus pandemic. People have lost their jobs, lost

loved ones, and struggled to maintain some sense of normalcy while life feels anything but normal.

However, you don’t often hear about how the pandemic has specifically impacted teens. When it
comes to mental health, adolescents are among the most vulnerable demographic. With the
possibility of our district cancelling sports/extracurricular activities we greatly fear not only for the
loss of activity but for the mental health of our children. It is our understanding that at this point
there are ZERO other schools in the state of Minnesota that have taken measures that are this
extreme.

This fall has been extremely difficult for our teens. We are the only school district in the area that is

full time distant learning. Sports/extracurricular activities are the only source of "normal” for our
children at this point in time. We often hear about what last year’s seniors lost. What about this
year's? Our students don't even have a school to go to, not to mention sporting events to watch,
homecoming, spirit weeks, assemblies... all social activities have been completely erased. Now
you are considering taking the last piece of normalcy from them? And being the only district in the
state to do so?

Our family has taken COVID-19 seriously and are taking proper precautions to mitigate the spread.

Our children should not be punished due to others not taking the spread of the virus as

seriously. This summer our sons have participated in numerous basketball tournaments, At each of

these events there were expectations and safety precautions in place for athletes and fans. Like
these tournaments, our schools have already taken great precautions and have implemented
strong strategies to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 while allowing safe participation of student-
athletes. Local school-sponsor programs have overwhelmingly had very few positive cases of
COVID-19. Sports/extracurricular activities are not the source of the problem. The participants
should not be at the mercy of the community.

We strongly urge you to consider the physical and mental health of our teens before taking such

drastic measures to shut down sports/extracurricular activities. The children in our community need

some normalcy in their lives. Please don't take away this last piece.

Sincerely,
Damien and Jodi Paulson
parents of Noah (2021) and Rocco (2023)
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High school activities and athletics
1 message

Patty Beech Sun, Oct 18, 2020 -
To: public.comment@isd709.org

Dear Duluth School Board Members,

As the parent of two Duluth East graduates, | urge you to do everything you can to maintain high school activities and
athletics at this time, and to follow the guidance of the Minnesota State High School League and the Minnesota
Department of Education's guidance on high school activities and athletics.

Like so many others, my son lost much of his senior year in the spring of 2020. It was devastating, and the loss of all the
sports and activities that made high school meaningful and fun for him, made it hard for him to stay motivated to do online
school work. Particularly painful was the loss of his senior lacrosse season, and the loss of his connection with the
teammates he had played lacrosse with since sixth grade. When the Wolfpack was finally able to have a short season in
July, those daily practices were a highlight of his summer. When the team played two tournaments in August, he finally
got the ending to his senior year that he had been longing for....with his coaches, his fellow players, and the few parents
who watched them play. Everyone followed protocols and everyone stayed healthy!

We are a family that takes COVID-19 prevention very seriously. We wear our masks, we avoid gatherings, and we
practice social distancing. But, as a parent, | can see the pain that the loss of in-person school, social gatherings, sports,
and other school activities is having on young people.

| applaud teachers, advisors, and coaches who are working hard every day to figure out: "What CAN we allow these
students to do in the safest way possible?". There are creative and safe ways for kids to play sports together and to put
on plays and to do music. Let's keep finding them!

We shouldn't shut down sports and other activities before we have to. Our childrens’ mental health and social needs are
important, and | urge you to consider, along with the focus on COVID-19 prevention, the critical importance of meaningful
activities on students’ wellbeing.

Thank you for your service to Duluth's students during this very challenging time.

Patty Beech-Dziuk

Duluth, MN
v
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ISD 709-It is time to return to learning
1 message

KASEY BROCK - Sun, Oct 18, 2020
To: public.comment@isd709.org

| am writing with concerns regarding my two high school children and one middie school child not being allowed to learn
to their full abilities in Duluth ISD 709. We are an active duty military family. My children have moved and lived in over
nine different states and eleven different homes around the country. | have lost count how many schools they have
attended over the course of their childhood. They have braved through overseas deployments, where their father was
deployed to the true "front lines" for nearly a year in Afghanistan. My children have had to say final goodbyes to
countless best friends their entire childhood. Our family moved to Duluth and bought our home here last year, July 2019,
after my husband retired from the military. We felt that Duluth would offer the best education opportunities for our
children. We have been nothing but disappointed in ISD 709. | believe that my children being denied a worthy education
far exceeds any past frustration or difficult life event that they have experienced. My children strive to be challenged.
This catastrophe that Duluth ISD 709 calls "Distance Learning" is pitiful. My three children are assigned a week's worth of
“busy” work every Thursday and it is due the following Wednesday. Do you have any idea how much stress or anxiety
having an entire week's worth of schoolwork thrown at you at once causes a 13, 15 and 16 year old student? | have
watched how my once driven, 4.0 daughter, who craves learning, is now having difficulty getting out of bed before
10:00am. She fesls as if she has no purpose anymore. She misses human connection, seeing her teachers and learning
face to face with fellow classmates. My high school children are concerned about how this, lack of teaching and one on
one will affect their future college education. Looking back on how our family has managed all of our many moves around
the country with the military, one thing was constant and most important. This was our children's education. Duluth ISD
709, you are one disappointment and frustration after another. We are now considering selling our home and relocating
to a community that puts education for our children first. Wake up Duluth ISD 708 and do your job or let someone else do
your job the way it should be done. The children of Duluth deserve far better than what you are offering. Stop
disappointing and forgetting the children of our community.
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RETURN TO IN SCHOOL LEARNING

1 message

Holly Taylor : Sun, Oct 18, 2020
Reply-To: Holly Taylor i o
To: "public.comment@isd709.org" <public.comment@isd709.org>

The behavior of this School District is unacceptable and appalling. | recently moved to Duluth and if | had only known
how inadequate this school district was, | most certainly would have moved to another school. This school is simply
making a difficult situation a complete nightmare of chaos and inadequacy. To think a SCHOOL is taking away our
children's right to learn is mind blowing!!l Childcare needs to be removed from the school immediately. This needs to
be adjusted so the rightful children that should be attending the school for education can do so. That this one
particular school is unable to figure this out is asinine. A school full of educators cannot figure this out. | fully support
any action against this school district that is needed to get our kids back to being educated!

-Holly Taylor

Sent from Yahoo Malil on Android
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High School Activities

1 message

Kristin Kartch - Sun, Oct 18, 2020
To: “public.comment@isd708.org" <public.comment@isd709.org>

ISD709 School Board Members,
I am the mother of a sophomore at Denfeld High School. | am frustrated. | am angry. | am tearful. | am terrified.

The distance "learning” is not going well. How can there be learning when there is no teaching? Giving assignments to
students once a week is NOT teaching. My student cannot reach a teacher by phone or email during their stated "hours”
when clarification for assignments is needed. There is no conversation between students and teachers. There is no
synchronous learning. No Zoom classes. No social interaction to promote and discuss content of lessons. What a
disappointment this has beenl! It is shameful what is happening to these kids!

And now you want to take from them the only thing that is "normal'in their life?! Activities and sports are the one thing
they have. The one thing they look forward to every day. They NEED an outlet. They NEED to be a part of SOMETHING.
They NEED to feel NORMAL for a few hours. Let them participate. Let them play. Do not delay their seasons. They
need this.

Duluth Covid numbers are on the rise. Duluth Covid numbers are higher than neighboring communities because our
population is much greater and because we have 3 universities in our community. The highest infection rate is in college

students age 20-24. High school students age 15-19 comprise only 15% of the total infections in our community with zero

deaths in this age group statewide. Why would you choose to punish these kids by taking away their activities? Sports
and activities are necessary to get them through this horrible period in their young lives. They've already lost at least 2
quarters of their education with more to follow. Haven't they lost enough already? LET THEM PARTICIPATE in their
activities. It's all they've got.

Thank you for your time,
Kristin
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In school and athletic participation concerns
1 message

——

Ruth Jimenez __ Sun, Oct 18, 2020
To: public.comment@isd709.org

Dear Duluth School Board,

I would like to add our family to the growing number of concerned Duluth families that would like to see students return to
in school learning on a hybrid basis and would like to see the sports for fall continue. It is very important that students,
faculty and staff are safe, however, it is not fair to keep students out of school based primarily on the needs of families
needing child care.

Also, if Mn guidelines are 55/10,000 why is our district imposing a different guideline of 33/10,000?
My son is in fall sports, it is a healthy outlet for him especially with school not being In person, at all.

More importantly than sports though, is our childrens' education. The at home curriculum is not sufficient to provide an
adequate education for our kids. This is their junior year, the most important year for them academically. They have very
little interaction with teachers on line and with other students. They are missing out on their high school experience. |
empathise with everyone involved, and | am sure teachers are doing their best. However, | feel as soon as possible, that
students - high school students in our case - need to return to school asap - even for just one day per week! | don't
understand why elementary students are able to do hybrid and not the older students who are perfectly capable of
wearing masks and following social distancing, as they have to at their jobs, or In sports or when volunteering.

Thank you for your consideration, and thank you for all you do for our community.

A concerned parent,

Ruth Jimenez
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Athletics and Activities Support

1 message

Amy Carlson Mon, Oct 19, 2020
To: public.commelit@isd709.org

Dear Duluth School Board Members,

As parents of two student athletes at Duluth East High School, | am writing out of concern for the continuation of sports
and activities the remainder of this school year.

In a school year that is anything but normal, fall sports have been the ONLY part of our kids' lives that feels somewhat
normal (we have a girls' soccer player and a football player). While their seasons have been cut short, they have both
cherished every practice and game they have been able to participate in, even while suffering tough losses; girls' soccer
especially, as they immediately lost two weeks of their season due to positive COVID-19 tests. These teams have played
with so much heart this season - our kids and their teammates truly understand how fortunate they are to be able to play.

Our kids aiso compete for East in the winter (Alpine Ski) and spring (Softball and Trapshooting). This year, when they
have no other social outlet, sports are their sanity (they are not alone, as clearly evidenced by the number of students
trying new activities), and they respect the safety rules put in place by the MSHSL. In a school year where every day
feels the same to them, where they feel completely isolated, where they do not get to experience high school like they
should, please give Duluth students the chance to feel like a part of the school community, if only for a few hours of the
day. |am fully confident the students in our district will comply with whatever safety measures are in place in order to
continue to participate in their activities.

We are concerned that shutting down activities and athletics means they will be shut down indefinitely, and the winter and
spring seasons will be jeopardized as well. As far as we can tell, no other schools in the state of Minnesota (even those
with higher covid-19 rates), are considering this move to completsly shut down activities and athletics. Please allow
activities and athletics to continue in the district, continue to mandate safety precautions and behaviors, and most of all,
encourage our kids to be kids by allowing them to participate in sports and activities that bring our students and our
community together.

Amy Carlson
Duluth East High School Parent
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please reconsider
1 message

53
Public Comment <public.comment@isd709.org>

Ogston,Jena: Mon, Oct 19, 2020
To: public.comment@isd709.org

To whom it may concern:

Having a child in the Hermantown school district and also in ISD 709, | see a stark contrast in the motivation, learning and

mental health in my child who is able to attend school and involved in sports compared to the other who is staring at a
computer trying to find the motivation to learn.

The emails | receive from ISD709 administration vs., ISD700 are starkly different. ISD700 is focused on our kids, their
education and mental health. 1SD708 is vague, non-transparent and seemingly concerned about day care for 200 kids
more than the 4,000 students attending.

Where is the scientific evidence concerning the spread of COVID in schools? In addition, please consider the evidence
concerning mental health of our students.

Lastly, | am quite confident if you ask the teachers how much the kids are learning and participating in this online

environment, you would find this is not education. Being a graduate professor at CSS, our students are really struggling

in a hybrid environment yet you are asking teenagers to stay focused on a screen and have how many hours of screen
time?

Please reconsider.
The College of
St. Scholastica

Jena Ogston PhD, PT

Confidentialify Notice: The content of this message Is the proprietary and confidential property of The College of St. Scholastica, and should be freated as
such. if you are not a designated recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, copying or distribution of this email or its contents is strictly
prohibited. You may not review, copy or share this message; please delete this message from your system and notify me immediately by reply e-mail. Any

unauthorized use or distribution of the content of this message is not permitted and may be illegal. Unless otherwise stated, opinions expressed in this email

are those of the author and are not endorsed by The College.
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Sports activities 10/19/20 vs. covid 19

1 message

Donald Smith Mon, Oct 19, 2020 : _

To: public.comment@isd709.org

Dear School board members,

Please continue o follow the MNDOH recommendations when it comes to covid -19 and our kids. | have two
children that are in multiple sports, but | do not think it's crucial that they play sports if the numbers are too high. My boys

Safety and health is most important.
Thank you,

Don Smith

hitps://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwSpVDzXUVKwEgwmUIgqiKBNstL dcud4Fzhg E86hMYUNuWMn/u/0?ik=c6e0bfa066&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/1



10/19/2020 Duluth Public Schools Mail - In-Person Learning

Public Comment <public.comment@isd709.07g>

In-Person Learning

1 message

Svobodny, Jon M _ B Mon, Oct 19, 2020 o
To: "public.comment@isd709.org" <public.commenuaisd709.org>

| have a son in 10% grade and a daughter in 5t grade. For the first time ever, I'm hearing them tell me they hate schooll
They aren’t learning in a way that works for them, they're either done right away for the day or they're behind because
they don’t understand what's being asked of them.

| totally get the notion of trying to keep people safe, but the damage we're doing to our young kids with this mess of an
online learning environment is unforgivable. MOST kids need to be in-person to leam. These kids are our future, we
can't just keep hiding from this virus. Kids are back playing sports again and living life. Please get them back in the
classroom where they belong, if they can play sports they can be in school. This virus is going to make its way around
and will find vulnerable people whether kids are in school or not. The cost isn’t worth the benefit here.

Thank you

Jon Svobodny

This e-mail, including attachments, may include confidential and/or
proprietary information, and may be used only by the person or entity
to which it is addressed. If the reader of this e-mail is not the intended
recipient or his or her authorized agent, the reader is hereby notified
that any dissemination, distribution ar copying of this e-mail is
prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the
sender by replying to this message and delete this e-mail immediately.
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School

1 message

Ryan Saburn Mon, Oct 19, 2020
To: public.comment@isd709.org

Hello, my name is Ryan Saburn. I go to school at Ordeal East High School. I'm in the ninth grade. | do not like the way
school is going about right now it makes it more difficult for me to get my work done. If we were in school | would be able
to get it done more efficiently. During the pandemic, it made it harder for everyone but we kept going forth and got through
It we should be in school right now.

Confidentiality Notice: This E-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply E-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.
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Public Comment
1 message

Sharon Scheidel Mon, Oct 19, 2020
To: public.comment@isd709.org

Hello -
Thank you for taking my comments.

While 1 am empathetic to all those invalved in planning for this difficult and evolving situation, 1 do think decisions were
made that could have been better.

1 - although this is in the past, that hybrid learning did not start until week 3 is absurd and shows weak pre-planning.

2 - it is disappointing that Tier 1 daycare seems to be the top priority district. If this volume of students can attend a child
care system by the school, the school should/could have put those resources into smaller class sizes. (| am a parent of a
kindergartener and second grader and our family does not qualify for Tier 1 childcare.)

3 - other school districts have identified key ages that should be in school more than less. This includes creative planning
and additional hiring to ensure children K-3 are in school 4 days a week with a hybrid model for grades 4-8. High school
students need to attend minimum 1 day a week for accountability. Seniors should be in school 2 minimum 1 day a week
so these kids are able to finish off their school career with somewhat of an opportunity for social opportunities and
closure.

4 - for the hybrid learners, under the current model it is a severe oversight of the school to have an A Group attend
Mon/Tues with B Group on Thurs/Fri. My children, as the B Group, have already missed 2 days of instruction due to MEA
and will miss Thanksgiving and Christmas, a total of 6 days. "A Group" leamers miss 1 day. From Sept 24 until Christmas,
"B" learners attend school 22 days. From Sept 21 until Christmas, "A" learners attend school 27 days. This difference is
significant with so few instructional opportunities.

| want to be clear that our family is grateful to the administrators, teachers and school district personnel for their hard work
and dedication. However, in-person learning is essential. It is possible to navigate this pandemic safely. Let's move
forward with positive, creative and thoughtful solutions with the goal of getting all of our students back in school for
instruction.

Thank you.
Sharon Scheidel

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AL GkdOw9pVDzXuVKwEgwmUIgqKBNstLdcu84FzbgEB6hM YuNuWMn/w/0?ik=c6e0bfa066 &view=pt&search=all&perm...
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ISD 709

1 message

Heidi Guenther o Mon, Oct 19, 2020
Reply-To: Heidi Guenther -
To: "public.comment@isd709.org" <public.comment@isd703.org>

| am a concerned parent questioning those in charge of making decisions that impact my child and the children of
ISD709. You have gone too far and are overstepping the rights of the public. Why are we the only district in the state
with mandates that don't make sense. We need to get kids back in school and back to some sort normal. | have two
daughters that have already had COVID- they should be in school full time. We need to begin moving forward. My
children are far too isolated and the damage that is being done by this isolation of all children in ISD709 should be a
concern to you. | don't need 1ISD709 providing safety for my children. As parents, my husband and ! can do that. You
are charged with educating my child and you have failed to do that for the past six months.

Please know that if you opt to cut all sports for the remainder of the school year this will be detrimental to the mental
health and well-being of our children. Sports/extracurricular activities improve my child's overall health through
physical activity, social interaction, and leaming to be a team player. My daughter has had COVID, we have fulfilled
our quarantine time period and being held back from school and sports is extremely frustrating. We take the spread of
COVID very seriously and have done our part to keep our friends and family safe. We believe our daughter should not
be punished due to others not taking the spread of the virus seriously. | believe coaches have taken great precautions
and have implemented strong strategies to mitigate the spread of COVID-18 while allowing safe participation of
student-athletes. You can seen the participation in local sports and extracurricular activities has had an

overwhelming low number of positive COVID-18 cases. The shutdown of school has already impacted the friendships
my daughters have. If you were to take away sports/extracurricular activities, this will cause an even bigger disruption
to the friendships that my children depend on.

| sure hope you take time to consider the impacts of your decisions. All around the country children have returned to
school and returned to sports - in a safe and well planned manner. Why are we different. Why? This decision could
lead families to open-enroll in neighboring school districts to participate in these sports/extracurricular activities - or to
flat out move from Duluth (which our family has considered)!! Please know that sports/extracurricular activities are not
the source of the problem. The participants should not be at the mercy of the community. Sports/extracurricular
activities is the primary source of "normal” for my daughter at the moment. Due to the fact that our high school
students are already in "distance learning”, they should not be considered as the main source of the spread or rise of
cases. Please consider other solutions first; such as live-streaming all games, or having smaller pod sizes in

practices. Somehow other areas of the country have figured this out - we need to do better for our kids. Doing nothing
out of fear is not the answer.

https:/mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwOpVDzXuVKwEgwmUigqKBNstL dcu84F zbg E86hMYuNuWMn/u/0?ik=cBe0bfa066 &view=pt&search=all&perm...
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Public Comment <public.comment@lsd709.o?'3>

Sports participation

1 message

Carol Duncan - Mon, Oct 19, 2020

To: "public.comment@isd709.org" <public.comment@isd709.org>, "rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.org"
<rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.0rg>, "david.kirby@isd709.org" <david.kirby@isd709.org>, "paul.sandholm@isd709.org"
<paul.sandholm@isd709.org>, “jill.lofald@isd709.org" <jill.lofald@isd709.org>, "kelly.durickeder@isd709.org"
<kelly.durickeder@isd709.org>, "alanna.oswald@isd709.org" <alanna.oswald@isd709.org>, "sally.trnka@isd709.org"
<sally.trnka@isd709.org>

[ This message was sent securely using Zix®

Dear School board members,

I am sending this email with regard to continued sports participation in our schools. I understand it decisions
regarding in person participation in sports and activities is difficult during these unprecedented times and
that the health and wellbeing of our students, families and communities is extremely important. With the
extended period of social isolation and limited access to physical activities during this pandemic, there has
been a steady increase in depression and suicide rates throughout our nation. Although it is important to do
all that we can to prevent the spread of COVID-19, it is also extremely important that we address other
factors involved in the health and wellbeing of our students. Participation in sports helps improve and
maintain both the fitness of our students and mental health, both of which are on the decline. With
that, I am asking that you strongly consider allowing Winter sports that primarily take place outdoors
to occur for our students, such as Cross country and alpine skling, as it is easy for social distancing in
these sports and students typically wear face masks.

Our family has taken extra precautions to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and feel that my child
should not be punished due to others not taking the spread of the virus as seriously. Our family will
keep our child from attending practices If anyone in the family is ill and will have a rapid COVID test
done immediately If signs/symptoms are present. Throughout the state, Schools have already taken
great precautions and have implemented strong strategies to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 while
allowing safe participation of student-athietes. Local sports/extracurricular activities have had an
overwhelming low number of positive cases COVID-19. I strongly fear that shutdown of
sports/extracurricular activities will not only cause a disruption of friendships that my child depends on,
but a continued decline in the physical and mental health as well. Sports/extracurricular activities are
not the source of the problem. For almost all of our students, Sports/extracurricular activities are the
only primary source of "normalcy” during this unprecedented time and due to the fact that our high
school students are already in "distance learning"”, they should not be considered as the main source of
the spread or rise of cases.

I'm asking to please seriously consider allowing winter sports to occur for our students.

Carol Duncan

Therapeautic Foster Care Case Manager

https:I/mail.google.com/mail/biALdeDprVDquVKwngmUngKBNstdeu94szgE86hMYuNuWMn/uIO?ik=06e0bfa066&view=pt&search=all&penn... 172
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School plan
1 message

SHEADave Mon, Oct 19, 2020

To: "public.comment@isd709.org" <pubiic.comment@isd709.org>, "rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.org"
<rosalie.loeflerkemp@isd709.org>, "david kirby@isd709.org" <david.kirby@isd709.org>, "paul.sandholm@isd709.org"
<paul.sandholm@isd709.org>, Tjill.lofald@isd709.org" <jill.lofald@isd709.org>, "kelly.durickeder@isd709.org"
<kelly.durickeder@isd709.org>, “alanna.oswald@isd709.org" <alanna.oswald@isd709.org>, "sally.trnka@isd709.org"
<sally.trnka@isd709.org>

School board members,

First, I'd like to thank you all for your service and | know these times and decisions have been difficuit. | do believe,
however we are unintentionally causing some effects to kids that, for some, may be irreversible even though we
are trying to protect them.

I've had three kids in the Duluth school district. All three have been very different; one having to struggle but still achieve,
one that things come easy to for learning and one that we're trying to teach and master basic learning skills with. |
graduated from Saint Thomas Academy considered a premier learning institution and | believe my kids have received just
as good of an education at Denfeld as | did at STA.

{ have been very happy with the school district however our current plan is definitely leaving kids behind.
Perception is reality and whether teachers, the school board, parents want to believe it or not it is the perception is that
the education kids are receiving around us is superior to what we are offering. Whether we want to believe it or not, it's

hard to argue with.

Most parents have to work as they are essential. Some families, including ours, have had to take a leave using FMLA so
that they can assist their kids education even though it a pay cut and hurts them financially. Most parents aren't trained to
teach children. EDUCATION IS ESSENTIAL as well and we need to do better than we have.

My youngest has zoom type meetings several times a week where there is supposed to be 13 kids but there's typically
only two or three that attend. There was one this morning and currently there are three. The truth is, unfortunately,
that the kids of lesser means are the ones suffering the most from the remote learning. There's no way to argue
any different.

My senior has all AP classes and those are going ok (Not as good as he would receive in person but, ok nonetheless) .
However, we shouldn’t have such disparity between kids based on where they are on the learning spectrum. |
worry for the kids and the teachers of 15, 2" and 39 graders next year. There is no doubt that those kids will be
behind.

| understand you were put in a difficult decision based on the state mandate for child care. However, since we are way
below those the numbers we anticipated, it’s time to make some different decisions for the kids sake based on
the actual numbers.

My oldest son has been involved with organized activities (outside of school) this fall. It has been done safely,
strictly and wisely and we have been dolng the same with Duluth activities recently. It is wise to keep the kids

https:f/mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOw9pVDzXuVKwEgwmUIggKBNstLdcu84FzbgES6hMYuNuWMn/u/07ik=cBeDbfa0B868view=pt&search=all&perm...
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involved not only for their mental well-being but to keep them busy so they do not engage in risky behavior. Some of
these,kids are depressed because they aren't able to engage in anything right now. You can see the pure relief on most 61
of the kids faces when they get to do an activity safely with friends.

The outbreaks that we've seen in the area haven't been from school or activities. They've come from idle time when a
group gets fogether and is unsupervised.

I know there are risks. As a parent, | am willing to sign a waiver with the school district like I've been asked to do with
other activities this fall.

There’s a lot of disappointment and frankly anger out there right now. It's understandable, after all, we're talking about
kids’ lives and well-being. We've lost kids out of the district based on these decisions. I'm sure you see the numbers
showing that is a fact. The remaining kids will face the consequences from the monetary reality of that next year.

The future school board meetings and the decisions that come from them are an
opportunity to steer us in a different direction based on our new reality of the numbers of
the child care and also what we’ve learned about the lack of transmission etc with other
districts that are in school. Please consider all of this in your future decisions.

Feel free to call me to discuss further ~ lam upset but | assure you, I'm a
reasonable person.

Thank you,

Dave Shea

V//Q"K'NG

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AL GkdOwBpVDzXuVKwEgwmUIggKBNstLdcu84FzbgEBGhMYUNUWMN/u/07ik=c6e0bfa0BB6&view=pt&search=all&perm... 2/2
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Please give the kids a chance
1 message

Laura LaFontaine Mon, Oct 19, 2020 .

To: public.comment@isd709.org, rosalie. Ioefﬂerkemp@lsd709 org, David Kirby <david.kirby@isd709.org>, Paul Sandholm
<paul.sandholm@isd709.org>, Jill Lofald <jill.lofald@isd709.org>, kelly.durickeder@isd709.org, Alanna Oswald
<alanna.oswald@isd709.org>, sally.tmka@isd709.0rg

As a teacher, coach, and parent, | hope the Duluth Public Schools considers keeping extracurricular
activities an option. Our children need the mental/emotional and physical health provided by extracurricular
activities in this difficult time.

As a health teacher for the past 25 years, | have worked to protect the safety of our children. The mental
and emational health of our children is extremely fragile. They need to be part of safe activities that allow
them to be with others.

As a coach for the cross country and track, we kept over 100 athletes safe during this past cross country
season. The athletes needed that time to interact with their teammates. We get to celebrate our amazing
section teams that qualified for state. A state meet will not happen. What they do have are memories of
hard work, teamwork, and being resilient. Memories of adults who did the right thing so they could have a
moment to shine, We had a complete season because kids foliowed the protocols set forth by the MSHSL
and ISD 709.

As a parent, | watched last spring completely taken away and was incredibly sad for the class of 2020. My
senior son and his teammates are anxious. The class of 2021 is watching, hoping, they get something
normal about their senior year. They deserve to have a chance.

As a school board member, | understand your task is difficult and | certainly appreciate your time reading
this heartfelt email. Please give the coaches and advisors a chance. Give the kids a chance to show you
that they care about themselves through their participation in extracurricular activities.

Thank you.
Laura LaFontaine

Eaura LaFontaine

Confidentiality Notice: This E-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply E-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.
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Input for School Board Meeting

1 message

Pat and Angela O Connell ' Mon, Oct 19, 2020.

To: "public.comment@isd709.org" <public.comment@isd709.org>

Cc: Rosalie Loeffler-Kemp <rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.org>, "david.kirby@isd709.org" <david.kirby@isd709.org>,
"paul.sandholm@isd709.org" <paul.sandholm@isd709.org>, “jill.lofald@isd709.0rg" <jill.lofald@isd709.org>,
"kelly.durickeder@isd709.org" <kelly.durickeder@isd709.0rg>, "alanna.oswald@isd709.org" <alanna.oswald@isd709.org>,
"sally.tmka@isd709.org" <sally.trnka@isd709.org>

Hello:

We are Pat and Angela O'Connell, parents of a Duluth East freshman,

We want to thank the school board members for their time and dedication to the education of students
in ISD #709. We recognize the difficult position everyone is in throughout the country, state and
district in trying to address education during a pandemic. It Is a no-win situation for all involved. That
said, we also believe our district can, and needs to do better to provide the education that our student
population deserves, especially at the middle and high school levels. Being a teacher in the School
District of Superior (Pat), has given us first hand insight into the drastic differences in how remote
learning has been handled between our two districts since March.

We believe the most telling statement about how distance learning is currently going, came from one of

our son's teachers who indicated during a video that school conferences would be a waste of time
because he doesn't know who anyone is. If distance learning is our long-term reality we need to strive
for better. Students and teachers need to know each other. We are very concerned that an entire year
of asynchronous teaching will have long term devasting effects on all students in our district and our
kids will fall behind others in the state.

.

It is becoming evident, the students in ISD 709 (at least for the middle and high school levels) are not
recelving an equitable education compared to other students around the area and state, where
teachers do know their students because of synchronous and hybrid learning. Our students have been

left to teach themselves in this current model. There is no synchronous learning, despite the technology

now available to do so. Students are expected to work through modules of extensive lessons,
instructions and videos with no set schedule. Our 15-year-old son who is on an IEP is having a difficult
time trying to navigate all that is expected of him and he has been behind in his course work since
week 1. Despite the best efforts of his IEP case manager, we have resorted to hiring a tutor for him in
order to help him navigate distance learning and to help alleviate tensions in trying to help him as
parents. We feel fortunate to be able to provide this to him but know there are many families who do
not have such an option. Even though teachers do make themselves available online - it simply is not
enough and our son has found it to be intimidating to join a google meet to ask specific questions.
While we believe teachers are doing their best (we have wonderful, dedicated teachers!) we do not
understand why they are not being expected to run “live” classrooms with at least one section of each

hitps://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOw9pVDzXuVKwEgwmbIggK BNstLdcu94FzbgE86hMYuNUWMN/WO?ik=cBe0bfa086&view=pt&search=all&oerm....
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£lass being taught live each day or even 2-3 days per week, which then can be watched later for
viewing by others later on? We feel strongly we must move to this model in order for distance learning,
to be successful.

With regard to sports and activities, the district's plan to shut down athletics is more restrictive than
the guidelines set forth by the MSHSL and the Minnesota Department of Education. We just learned
our district is potentially shutting down athletics when the COVID numbers are 35/10,000. The MN
Guidelines Recommend that activities be halted when Covid Numbers are 50/10,000. Even at those
recommendations, many districts are choosing to continue athletics and extracurricular activities simply
because of the fact that very few teams are seeing Covid spread amongst team members, and they
recognize that athletics and extracurricular activities are a positive outlet for teenagers. This is
currently the only engagement our son has and it has been a very important component to keeping him
mentally healthy, physically active and most important, connected to his friends. We hope the district
will carefully consider where the numbers are being generated from before making a decision to take
away their only social outlets during this restricted time.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Pat & Angela O'Connell

httpsJlmail.google.comlmaiIIb/ALdeOprVDquVKwngmUlquBNstdeu94szgE86hMYuNuWMnlu/O?ik=cBeDbfaO66&view=pt&search=all&perm... 2/2
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Public Comment <public.comment@isd709.d673>

Let them play!

2 messages

Todd Kuusisto Mon, Oct 19, 2020 ¢
To: "public.comment@isd709.org" <public.comment@isd709.org>

Let them play!

Sent from my iPhone

—

Public Comment <public.comment@isd709 nra> Mon, Oct 19, 2020
To: Anthony Bonds —— . - Nichele Canavan ’
{Quoted text hidden]
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Public Comment <publlc.comment@lsd709.o§§>

Continuance/Cancelation of Sports
1 message

Wendy BURKE Mon, Oct 19, 2020

To: "public.comment@isa/uy.org <puuuc.comment@isd709.org>, "rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.org”
<rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.org>, "david.kirby@isd709.org" <david.kirby@isd709.org>, "paul.sandhoim@isd709.org"
<paul.sandholm@isd708.org>, "jill.lofald@isd709.org" <jill.lofald@isd709.org>, "kelly.durickeder@isd709.org"
<kelly.durickeder@isd709.org>, "alanna.oswald@isd709.org" <alanna.oswald@isd709.org>, "sally.trnka@isd709.org"
<sally.trnka@isd709.org>

My name is Wendy Burke and | have a 12th grade student at Denfeld HS.

In 2015 my son spent the majority of his summer recovering from a significant traumatic injury. As
we traveled to one of his last medical appointments, | noticed he was wearing his hockey helmet in
the car. His explanation was that he wasn't going to take any chances on not being cleared to
resume piay. He was craving a return to normal with his friends. Our kids are craving that now. |
am asking that high school athletics and activities not be shut down due to rising COVID numbers
in our community.

My son has not stepped foot in a classroom in several months. In addition to lost educational
opportunities, he has missed his junior golf season and his senior hockey season is now in
jeopardy. College recruitment opportunities have been significantly impacted for these kids.

My questions are these:

St Louis County is a large geographical area. Who are the actual populations affected in our area?
What are the ages? Have college students caused our numbers to rise? People in LTC facilities?
Are we certain that those being tested are St Louis County residents?

We need to see relevant data that puts case numbers into perspective. Obviously, school isn't a
transmission site because our kids are not in school. Sports/extracurricular activities are not the
source of the problem. The participants should not be at the mercy of the community.

Adolescent depression and anxiety are on the rise. Mental health is a huge concern. In fact, the
board spent a great deal of time listening to the many supports the district has or is planning to put
into place at the October 6 meeting. We know that exercise, friends, and a connection to someone
can lessen the risk factors. Extracurricular activities are often the one thing that keeps a kid
engaged in school. Coaches do more than coach - they coach choices, they coach consequences,
and they coach respect on and off the field.

In a reply to an email my son sent to member Lofald, she stated that “School districts are free to
make their own decisions from what our County Health directors share.” | ask that you carefully
consider the success that soccer, football, and swimming were able to have. | believe that if done
correctly, with safeguards in place, our kids can participate and remain healthy.

Our Kids are craving a return to normal. | realize that normal means something different right now
but | believe that the benefits of aliowing sports and activities outweigh the risks for this population.

Respectfully,
Wendy Burke

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd OwSpVDzXuVKwEgwmUlggKBNstL dcu94F zbgEBGhMYUNUWMN/uw/0Pik=c6e0bfa066&view=pi&search=all&perm... 1/2
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Public Comment <puhlic.comment@isd709.0997>

Return to learning
1 message

Venessa Osborne - Mon, Oct 19, 2020 _

To: "public.comment@isd708. org“ <pubhc comment@isd709.org>

Please give kids the opportunity to get back to in-person learning this upcoming semester.

Thanks,
-Venessa

Sent from my iPhone

hitps://mail.google.com/mail/b/AL GkdOw9pVDzXuVKwEgwmUIgqKBNstLdcu94 FzbgEBBhMYUNUWMN/u/0?ik=c8e0bfa066&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/4
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Re: District Online learning
1 message

Patricia Moe Mon, Oct 19, 2020
To: public.comment@isd709.org

My name is Patricia Moe, and | have two children who attend East High School in grades 9 & 11. | was not happy to leamn
that the middle and high school children were kept out of school at the beginning of this school year because of 100-150
elementary children using the middie schools for daycare purposes. The District should have made more efforts to have
these children cared for outside of school properties so our schools could be used as they were intended. I'm sure that if
a general call for assistance had been put out, various churches and other entities would have been happy to step up and
still would, given the chance.

Please, please make every effort to figure this out and make a plan for our kids to be IN SCHOOL when the case
numbers go down. A whole year of distance learning will be completely unacceptable. Teachers can't get to know the
students and so many will fail into the cracks when it is completely up to them to ask for help. So many classes are not
helpful online. Language classes without meeting every day to speak are almost useless. | could go on and on. | know
the teachers are making every effort, but without synchronous learning, there's only so much that they can do.

There has also been no mention of the PSAT for our juniors. When will that take place? It was supposed to be in October
but no one has mentioned it.

Please don't let our kids completely lose out this year. Our neighboring districts and private schools have managed to
have in-person leaming, so don't discount it completely for our children! Make a plan. Please.

Sincerely,

Patricia Moe

https:/imail.google.com/mail/b/AL Gkd0w9pVD2XuVKwEgwmUIggKBNstLdcu4F zbgE86hMYuNuWMn/u/0?ik=c6e0bfa066&view=pt&search=all&perm...
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Please Open Our High Schools

1 message

Tim LeGarde | Mon, Oct 19, 2020

Greetings-

My name is Tim LeGarde. My daughter is a sophomore at Denfeld. Her school year has thus far been choked with
struggle and frustration at not being physically present for in-person learning. Both her schoolwork and her mental health
are suffering, with no motivation or hope in sight to elevate either one.

Her IEP has been almost useless.

| hear similar stories from many other district parents.

I understand the childcare mandate is a challenge. | do not understand the need to close two entire high schools as
back-up to accommodate fewer than 300 kids who are in need of childcare. Has thought been given fo using Denfeld's
auditorium or either high school's gymnasium as back-up locations? Both could accommodate a few hundred kids.

It's only October and this school year is already almost a lost cause for many of us. | have genuine concern about my
daughter's ability to pass tenth grade, yet | believe the structure, motivation, and care provided by live, in-person teachers
can and will salvage it.

Please put more thought and more creative consideration into this matter. Please open the high schools.

Thank you. .

-Tim LeGarde

https:/mail.google.com/mail/b/AL GkdOwSpVDzXuVKwEgwmUIggKBNstLdcu84FzbgE8BhMYuNuWMn/u/0?ik=c6e0bfa066&view=pt&search=all&perm...
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Public Comment <publlc.comment@lsd?OQ.JIQ>

(no subject)
1 message

Leah Saburn _ Mon, Oct 19, 2028
To: public.comment@isd709.org

My name is Leah Sabum
I am a sophomore at Duluth East High School
| would love to go back to school, if not full time then at a hybrid situation

Confidentiality Notice: This E-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is

prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply E-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.

Cty
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Public Comment <public.comment@isd709.0f¢>

Covid Situation
1 message

Christi Sorvik o Mon, Oct 19, 20204
To: public.comment@isd709.org

1 just want to start out by saying- | know tough decisions are having to be made daily which cannot possibly please
everyone. | know this is a trying time for everyone involved however | am very disheartened by the way that ISD 709 has
handled the covid situation and their decision to provide distance learning to all secondary students. They had all summer
to figure this out and dropped the ball, again.

My kids are in elementary and If it weren't for our specific school and my kids amazing principal and teachers | would
pull my kids out of the district tomorrow. | do not feel ISD 709 handled the crisis with transparency and confidence. It is
okay to say we don't know or are unsure, but it needs to be transparent. | do not think teachers should put their fives on
the line and risk their health and safety, however on average 140 students needing childcare does not warrant the need
to close 4 schools in our district. Our children are not receiving a proper education and this will be detrimental for years to
come. To add insult to injury these students, who in several cases have had no face to face contact with their teachers,
are being held accountable and graded to the same standards as if they were in a classroom setting being taught by
licensed teachers.

| am sure these options have been explored but if they haven't- what is the cost to repair Central? Can we update that
facility to use a tier 1 childcare center during the day? It could also serve as an ALC location for the students that will be

displaced by the selling of HOCS?

If the schools need to be closed (because the numbers warrant it and not because we cannot figure out the childcare
needs) why aren't the teachers providing lesson plans to parents that are now forced to also become classroom
teachers? The secondary teachers should also be holding virtual classroom times during their regular scheduled
classroom times, students can participate at that time or watch It at a later time? Why are they being held to the same
grading standards, why not just place the content online and encourage it but not be required or graded?

There is no reason students across the bridge and the Greater Duluth are in school 4/5 days a week and we cannot do
the same. If our leadership board needs help in problem solving and solutions they can reach out to parents, reach out to
teachers- allow us on the advisory board. We can help. We want to help. We all want to do what is best for the students.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Christi Sorvik
Mother of 4
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Public Comment <publlc.eomment@isd709.ozg>

Fwd: Email to send
3 messages

Evie - Mon, Oct 19, 20204-
To: public.comment@isd709.org

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Halvorson, Marla" _
Date: October 19, 2020 at 12:17:52 PM G
To:

Subject: Email to sena

Can you send this to public.comment@isd709.org by 3:00?

Dear School Board:

There was a recent Minnesota Public Radio story on the dropping enroliment numbers in Minnesota’s K-12
schools. Dissatisfaction with the learning options Districts are offering was one of the primary reasons
parents have opted for alternatives like homeschooling, private schools, or open enrolling elsewhere. The
Superintendent and District should clearly report how many students have left ISD 709 since last Spring.

We have watched Hermantown, Proctor, Superior, and more open their doors to students and develop
robust online learning which includes synchronous and asynchronous learning. Demand for their academic
offerings and approach is so high they have had to close enroliment,

The Superintendent and District should also be monitoring and reporting on the number of students who
have not engaged at all as well as the weekly attendance rates. At a recent Committee of the Whole
meeting, it was reported by the Digital Learning Coordinator there is real time data available "at our
fingertips”. Why hasn’t the District shared some of those metrics and why hasn'’t the Board requested it?

Using an evidence and data based approach rather than general comments such as “the feedback we get
suggests...” seems like something professional educators should be demanding.

Duluth is an cutlier and not in a good way.

| would think the Board would also want an estimate on the impact caused by students and families who
have left the District. They are taking state and federal funding with them as well. How much of a budget
shortfall is the District forecasting as a result?

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AL GkdOw9pVDzXuVKwEgwmUIggKBNstLdcud4FzbgE86hM YUNUWMN/u/0?ik=cBe0bfa0668view=pt&saarch=all&perm... 1/2



10/19/2020 Duluth Public Schools Mail - Fwd: Email to send

dnder the current approach, the achievernent gap is widening and deepening. Many, high achieving,

, traditional “A” students are performing at the bottom of the grading scale. We can’t let these kids down.
Change is needed. Ignoring the data - hiding the ball - and hoping to wait this all out isn't a solution and it is 73
not in the best interest of our students.

Evelyn Christiansen

This St. Luke's communication is intended for the use of the person or entity to whom it is addressed and
may contain information that is privileged and confidential, the disclosure of which is govemned by applicable
law, If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for
delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying
of this information is prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify sender
immediately

—_ —_———— ——eeeee R —

_ _ Mon, Oct 19, 2020
"=T5: pubiic.comment@isd709.org

[Quoted text hidden]

- ‘ Mon, Oct 19, 2020, i
"To: public.comment(@isaruy.org

Sent from my iPad
[Quoted text hidden]
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Distance Learning - Middle School
1 message

Stephanie Wollack < ’ Mon, Oct 19, 2020
To: public. comment@lsd709 org

Hi my name is Stephanie Wollack and | have a son in 6! grade and a daughter in 8" grade at Ordean East Middle
School. Distance leaming has been extremely challenging, frustrating and stressful this fall for my kids and my family. It

has been particularly challenging for my 6t" grader who was only used to elementary school before this, where everything

was organized and coordinated for him. Now he's trying to acclimate into a middle school environment and often
struggles to understand thé context or purpose of what he’s learmning. One of our pain points is the number of places
these kids have to check for information all day long. They need to check their email, their canvas inbox, grades,
comments on any number of assignments (and these comments may be teachers asking them to do something
additional), along with the dashboard. it's impossible for my kids to keep up with all of this. Recently, we noticed that
several assignments were graded incorrectly and luckily my son realized he thought he should have got a better score
than he did. When reviewing the graded assignment, we determined the teacher's grading key was incorrect on muitiple
questions on several different assignments, It's taken so much of my time and my son’s time to track down the next
google meet, schedule it into our day and work these issues to resolution and get his grades fixed. Sometimes it takes 2
conversations to resolve. It makes me wonder how many other of their assignments were graded incorrectly.

‘

It's extremely disappointing that incoming middle schoolers haven't had the opportunity to see the school and meet
teachers in small groups. It's not easy for an 11 year old to get on a googie meet or phone call with their teachers who
are complete strangers to them. In fact, it can be very stressful for them to have to call their teachers on their own. My
husband and | both work all day and are unable to assist with their schooling questions or technical issues during the
day. My kids, again age 11 and 13, are now required to sit at a computer all day long, by themselves and navigate this
new environment. When | stop to think about what is happening, it makes me so sad for them. | can’timagine them
doing this all year. This can't be good for their mental, social or academic well-being. They are unable to leam nearly as
much without teachers there to teach them the curriculum (on-line or in person). There has to be a better way than what
we have now, with safety precautions in place. My husband and | spend so much time in the evening or on weekends to
walk through canvas in an attempt to teach our kids the lessons. Its not realistic they do this themselves in the current
canvas setup.

| also have some questions I'm hoping can be answered in the near future:

- Will my kids' school be conducting a survey to find out whats working well and what's not working well? How can the
district understand how things are going without that? Its frustrating when | hear people say things are going well without
being asked for feedback myself as a parent.

- What is ISD 709's plan to get kids back into school as soon as possible at least 1 or 2 days a week? There has to be
creative solutions available for this problem. Who is part of this creative planning? Has there been outreach to the
community to brainstorm in some of these areas?

-How can such a small number needing child care prevent a hybrid model for our kids?
Thank you for your consideration and looking forward to responses to these items,

Stephanie Wollack

https:#/mail.google.com/mall/b/ALGkdOw9pVDzXuVKwEgwmUIgyKBNstLdecu84FzbgESShMYuNuWM r/u/0?ik=c6e0bfalt6&view=pt&search=all&perm...
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Public Comment <public.comment@lsdTOQ.o]gi

Extracurricular Activities
2 messages

Willem Hoeksema Mon, Oct 19, 2020
To: public.comment@isd709.org

Dear School Board.

Please don't cancel our extracurricular activities. We are all being safe and wearing masks, so please just
let us have them. Music and sports are so important to all of us, it's really all we have. We don't really have
school anymore, we don't have clubs, we don't have dances or any other school social gatherings and it is
awful. Music and sports are all we have to do. We always have loads of homework, so sports and music is
always something we look forward to doing. It gives us a break in our day to have fun and be with friends
and teachers/coaches.

Right now I'm in choralaires and football. With choraliers we get together twice a week to practice, and last

week we got to sing the National Anthem at the football game. My football team practiced every morning at
7:00 am for three weeks, and now we are practicing in the afternoon. Everybody shows up as much as they
can and we all look forward to it. If you cancel these activities we have no chance to do what we love.

Sincerely,
Will Hoeksema

Confidentiality Notice: This E-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply E-mail and destroy all copies of the

original message.

Public Comment <public.comment@isd709.org> ] Mon, Oct 19, 2020 at 3:00 PM

To: Anthony Bonds — Nichele Canavan

[Quoted text hidden]
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Public Comment <public.comment@isd709.o?8>

Concerns about ISD 709

Kelly Goetzman ) Mon, Oct 19, 2020
To: public.comment@isd709.org

Superintendent Magas and School Board Members,

My name is Kelly Goetzman. | am the parent of a sophomore and senior at East High School.
I'm writing to you today with concerns on how, as a district, your decisions have impacted them with respect to their
education and emotional welibeing.

With very limited synchronous learning opportunities, my kids are denied a connection with their teachers and
classmates, and the structure and routine that benefits their education. What are the hurdles to providing this service?
Have you asked the community to partner in providing technology to students?

What is your plan on how to proceed once COVID numbers are at a level to allow for in person learning? Are you taking
the approach of surrounding school districts who are looking not only at county numbers, but individual factors of high
school age numbers? As parent partners with the District, we should be afforded transparency on how the District has

arrived at its decisions.

Lastly, | urge you to reconsider a potential shutdown of extracurricular activities. The effect this will have on our stressed
out kids is detrimental. Extracurriculars provide a sense of normalcy that they have been denied in so many other ways.
Shutting down these activities is also in direct conflict with Superintendent Magas's message from October 15
encouraging students to 'take time for pursuits and people that bring you joy'.

My hope is that you will take this to heart, and make decisions based on your mission statement of community vision and
priorities. That you will ‘work to inspire every student to achieve their potential, and prepare students to lead productive,
fulfilling lives as citizens of Duluth and the wider world'.

Sincerely,
Kelly Goetzman
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Upcoming Topic of Extracurricular Activities/Sports
1 message .

Mandy Juenemans, @~ Mon, Oct 19, 2020
To: public.comment@isd709.org, rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.org, david.kirby@isd709.org, paul.sandholm@isd709.org,
jill.lofald@isd709.org, kelly.durickeder@isd709.org, alanna.oswald@isd709.org, sally.trmka@isd709.org

To whom it may concern,

| am sending this email on behalf of my family to address a topic very close to us during the COVID-19 pandemic and the
upcoming discussion by the school board regarding continuing extracurricular activities and sports.

I do want to acknowledge that this is a very difficult discussion regarding the health of both our students and community,
and that there are strong feelings both for and against. As someone who works in the health care industry and has been
personally impacted in many ways, along with having seen the efforts and outcomes, | feel compelled to share our
feelings and experience. Please know that this it is not something that our family takes lightly. We have a high risk family
member and have been keeping up to date and educated in what is occurring not only in our community or state, but also
across the nation and world.

That being said, in regards to the specific topic at hand of extracurricular activities and sports, we urge the school board
to consider all options in order to allow the continuation for several reasons.

One of the most common is the concemn for our kids health, both mentally and physically. Removing the extracurricular
activities and sports is going to very detrimental and for our family is the only contact that our kids have had outside of our
home. We have all sacrificed time with family and other friends since the shut downs to ensure that we are following all
protocols in hopes that they will be able to continue to participate In extracurricular activities and sports. Their friendships
have already struggled due to limited contact and the kids who are participating in their same activities are those they are
the closest too. | fear by removing these activities from their lives, there is going to be such a gap in both their social and
physical growth, some I've already seen. Both of my kids are becoming more social introverts and are losing interest in
those people whom they used to be close too. Where they once were very articulate in speaking to adults, this area has
also decreased. Because of these items, in order to limit the impact without these school activities we would be put in a
position to need to allow them to spend time with their friends in what would more than likely be uncontrolled
environments.

Although there is an increase in cases in our county and the surrounding area, it does appear that very few cases that
have been spreaders are due to school related extracurricular activities and sports. Even with our school district having
the kids in full distance learning, it is hard to understand how the students could be considered for any primary source of
spread. Those in the field that | have spoken too have stated much of the spread in our area is due to bars and parties,
and I'd hope none of our students are frequenting those establishments. Every day | see at least 1-2 social media posts
about bars being closed due to positive COVID-19 tests with their staff and patrons. Jokes aside, it doesn't feel right to tell
all our kids who have been following the rules so diligently that they are losing their activities due to those who choose to
do nothing in the community.

From experience with our kids participating in activities this summer, the school coaches have taken extreme measures to
ensure they are following rules and guidelines to limit any spread. That has proven to be successfull The staff had worked
hard and held their student athletes accountable. It does fall to families to adhere but I feel that the majority of
extracurricular activities and sports families in our community have been making sacrifices to allow thelr kids to participate
and are willing to continue this.

To elaborate on our experience during the pandemic that has shown kids can participate safely without COVID-19
spreading, both of my kids have been participating in extracurricular activities and sports since June. My son has been on
5 separate teams and my daughter on 4. Aimost every weekend has been traveliing to the Twin Cities and Madison, Wi
area for tournaments. We started this with a very hesitant approach of being almost terrified to participate back in June,
but was willing to see how it was all handled because our kids were struggling with school being remote and spring
activities cancelled. To my surprise, the events have been handled very well. Athletes and spectators have adhered to the
rules of sanitation, masks and limited spectators (events would vary between 11-25 spectators per team). We have only
heard of one event that had a team who was infected, and they happened to come from out of state.
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| am also the DC/president of our local United States Pony Ciub. We were held to very high standards in regards to
liaving in person mounted meetings and education from the National level that at one point exceeded the states rules. |
have seen firsthand the struggle of many of our members since the club is many times their only activity and socializatio®8
outside of school, and we were not able to meet in person for several months. We continue to work with limited resources
for them but are able to continue with their education and training due to sanitation, mask and distance requirements. It
has taken more work and effort, but the kids have been so appreciative.

I feel that our experience has shown that there is an impact to not having these activities and that there are solutions, we
just need to be willing to put forth the effort and not fail these kids who rely so heavily on these activities. Many of our kids

have sacrificed so much to help ensure these activities can continue, please consider all possible options. | know the:
community would be very happy as well.

Thank you for your time to review our feedback, thoughts and experiences.
Take care,

Mandy Juenemann
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Digital Learning Concerns
1 message

kgoetzman2662@charter.net Mon, Oct 18, 2020
To: "public.comment@isd708.org" <public.comment@isd709.org>
Cc: "kgoetzman2662@charter.net” <kgoetzman2662@charter.net>

To Members of the Board of {SD 709:

Good afternoon! | am writing once again to express my concemn for the current digital/distance learning platform ISD 709
is currently using with middle or high-school students. | have two high school students currently attending East High
School and am a member of KidsFirst!709. Though they are talented students, | see constant struggle for the context of
homework assignments—there are delays in hearing from teachers about any questions they might have, there are
essentially NO synchronous learning opportunities even in CITS classes, and that they have not even had teachers share
a class list with them so that they could reach out to other students to discuss content should they want to. In short, while
| realize we are in the midst of a very unique situation, 1 think ISD 709 could do better.

As our district's governing Board, | believe that citizens have elected you each to your position based on some concept
that you have a combination of knowledge, experience, and stamina to continually meet with the public (parents,
students, business, government leaders) to address the good and the bad, to make continual improvements in Duluth
students’ educational opportunities. This is certainly a time that requires engagement with the community like no other,
and yet, it feels like as a Board, that has been a secondary initiative. Rather than to double down and to invite community
participation in creating the framework for how this District will continue to offer its coursework and fulfill its mission to
Duluth students, there seems to be a lack of transparency, trust, and public involvement. Regardless of what other local
schools were planning and what the State's guidelines initially said for in-person learning, District 709 chose to base
school closure and programming decisions on the results of a poorly-written survey about childcare and rising numbers of
positive Covid cases (that had not yet risen). Other Districts have found alternative solutions. The MN Department of
Education shared that they were not aware of even one other school district which has kept secondary students from in-
person leaming to provide childcare for elementary students. ISD 709 is depriving students of the hybrid experience they
should have had since the start of the school year which would have allowed the opportunity to meet teachers and
classmates and provide the structure and foundation middle and high school students so desperately need. The fact that
the District did not require commitments from families as to their childcare needs before school started and then opened
enroliment to 1 Tier-1 parent households makes it hard to believe it is committed to the educational needs for older
students in the District.

I am sure that members of the Board are closely following the bi-weekly COVID-19 infection numbers. One Board
member recently shared that the child care issue alone was not the reason that the hybrid option for middle school and
high school students was scrapped. Additional comments from that Board member reflected that numbers of Covid
cases have continued to rise since the childcare decision was made, and now we are headed to distance learning as a
model for all ages of students with “numbers exploding”. | do not want children in school when it is not safe for them to be
there and support distance leaming for those families that are uncomfortable returning to the classroom even when the
case rate numbers support hybrid and in-person leaming. The reality is the vast majority of school districts around the
region, state, and country have figured this out and ISD 709 does not appear to even have a framework for allowing
children back into schools as soon as safely possible. To me, the key is in developing a framework for both now and the
eventual return to school—numbers WILL drop here at some point,

From what | hear other parents saying, | would not agree with the synopsis offered at the October 6 Committee of the
Whole meeting where the Board seemed to summarize the current platform as successful where students have “leaned
in" and parents overall being thankful and “really pleased” with digital learning. | think that some teachers and students
are definitely doing a great job. However, there still seems to be an overall lack of consistency and engagement. Why
can't the Board request/require/figure out a way to use synchronous leaming to at least SOME degree each day so that
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thes=-students can get back a sense of regular routine and normalcy? This is critical for their formation. Instead of “no” to

Levery request for socially-distanced and safe events or now athletics, why can't the response be “let’s try to figure it out”
so that students are not robbed of another entire year of their social and educational development. | am very concerned 80
for students’ long-term development and also the losses our kids are seeing in their school year vs other districts when it
comes to college applications as well,

In summary, | cannot understand what seems to be the lack of engagement by the Board to help create the best system
we can to educate our students. | think the Board is underestimating the assistance it could receive from parents,
students, and others in the community to help bridge a perceived technology gap and other impediments to offering
classes in this manner. | think you can be stronger leaders and help us restore faith in the District. Show me.

Thanks for reading.

Jeff Goetzman

Duluth
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Public Comment <public.comment@isd709.ofg>

LET US PLAY DULUTH!!

1 message

—_—

Kelly Spenningsby ) N Mon, Oct 19, 2020
To: "public.comment@isd708.org" <public.comment@isd709.org>

Good afternoon —

I am reaching out to you to re-consider shutting down HS athletics and extra-curricular activities for this winter.

1. Please look at the numbers — HS age kids are not the category that is driving up numbers in our city/county — the
college age/students age 20-24 are at the highest number, followed by the elderly as there has been mandatory
mass testing at all SNF’s weekly. Look more closely at the population numbers of the population affected (HS aged
kids and mid-age parents).

2. Hockey is a sport that has been played safely beginning in July and w/ minimal to no interruptions throughout the
state of MN — please look to MN Hockey and MDH for guidance on this. My kids have both been playing hockey in
different arenas across the state weekly since beginning/mid July. We have only encountered 1 episode of a
positive case where the team had to quarantine for 10 days even after the entire team tested negative aside from 1
kid (initial reason for testing) even w/ staying at hotels muitiple weekends w/ social distancing measures in place,
masks in public places, etc.

3. Sports can proceed If facilitated safely — many gymnasiums, sports arenas can accommodate for < 25% capacity. |
actually have felt safer going to the hockey rink as | see them disinfecting than |1 am filling my car w/ gas weekly or
going to the grocery store/Target bi-weekly, etc. Consider decreasing from 2 spectators to 1 or none and live
streaming activities.

4. HS kids need an outlet — they no longer have the option of going to school — instead of encouraging socialization,
we are pushing them more and more towards electronics w/ distance leaming. In many conversations w/ my
friends, we are seeing our HS aged children go through many different emotions. They need this support of some
normalcy more than ever before to support their mental health,

5. As Superintendent Magas put it, self-care is especially important for our health — exercising and being active,
taking time for pursuits that bring you joy is essentiall Sports and extracurricular activities are voluntary — so why
don't we let the parents/children involved decide whether or not they want to participate in said activity. If
families/children are at higher risk, maybe those few select individuals would opt out of activity for this year.

6. LET US PLAY

i Kelly Spenningsby, OTR/L

P

naviHealth 'ﬂ,
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Distance Learning
1 message

Cursta Dimberio Mon, Oct 19, 2020,
To: public.comment@isd709.org

| am currently a senior at Duluth East High School. My name is Cursta Dimberio and am the captain of the tennis and golf
team. These leadership positions give me the opportunity to takk to others about how they feel. Many others along with
myself find distance learning not working. It is very hard to be motivated and get work done. This is not fair to do to
anyone, especially us seniors who worked so hard for this year. We are getting everything taken away from us. We're
being affected and no one seems to care. School used to be a priority, what happened? Since we are not in school we
are losing the ability to become good successful adults. Please take this into consideration of what you're doing to us.

Confidentiality Notice: This E-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthaorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply E-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.
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Secondary distance learning and cancelation of extra curricular sports/clubs
1 message

Public Comment <public.comment@isd709.0%g>

Brown, AngelaC. . o Mon, Oct 19, 2020
To: "public.comment@isd709.org" <public.comment@isd709.org>

[ This message was sent securely using Zix® ]

Hello, my name is Angie Brown and my daughter Chloe is a junior at Denfeld this year. Chloe started out the
school year with a full schedule that included two CITS classes and one AP class along with exec board and
Spanish. She struggled at the end of the year last year but had high hopes that this year would be better,
however, this has not proven true for her to this point. She has dropped Spanish 3 and CITS pre-calc as she
was already struggling and did not want these classes to have a negative impact on her overall GPA and
class placement. She did replace the classes with electives but is very frustrated that she was in this
situation to begin with. She feels that if she would have had some in person contact with her teachers she
may not have had the amount of struggles and may not have had to make the difficult decision to drop the
classes. My nephew is also a junior at Superior High School and she has frequent conversations with him
about how the school year is going for them and is very angry with the fact that she is not being provided
with the same level of education as he is. Initially | tried to point out positive aspects of distance learning
and what she could focus on, but | am now to the point that | feel she has a right to be angry, and | am as
well. | am angry that the district has put the needs of 150-200 primary students before the needs of my
child along with 4100 other secondary students. | feel that she is essentially teaching her self and that the
district has very little concern about what impact this will have on her in the future both academically as
well as emotionally. She has struggled to keep connected with her peers and was really looking forward to
the dance season, so when she learned that this is also in jeopardy, she said "So now they are taking this
away too? Isn't it bad enough that they took away school to open a daycare and now they are taking what
little we had left to look forward to."

My oldest daughter graduated this last year and lost out on many final memories of high school and now |
am watching my youngest struggle with her many losses. Please do not take away what little bit of
normalcy they have left of this school year.

Respectfully,
Angela Brown, RN, BSN
Endoscopy

This message was secured by Zix%#174,
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Please keep co-curricular activities at ISD 709
1 message
Emily Vos Mon, Oct 19, 2020

To: puinc.coh‘nment@isJ?OQ.org, rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.0rg, david.kirby@isd709.org, paul.sandholm@isd709.org,
Jilllofald@isd709.0rg, kelly.durickeder@isd709.org, alanna.oswalkd@isd709.org, sall.trnka@isd709.org

Board Members-

¥
I am in support of keeping sports and co-curricular activities open at Duluth Public Schools. As a parent of two boys
working to engage in distance learning, | see the importance of at least keeping sports and activities open for students.
The social & emotional needs of students can be met during practices, games and even group chats. Affiliation and
belonging are critical in every human existence; with the school model as distance learning, sports is the mode to meet
these basic human needs. No one wants this pandemic, but we must deal with the situation before us. We want to
support our kids to keep moving forward in life, let's keep them connected to peers and academics by building community
safely through activities. Their stories will already involve the grief of losing out of special moments and memories,
please do not shut down until it is absolutely necessary. Now is not that time.

Sincerely,
Emily Vos

Parent of two current Duluth EAST students in activities and one former Greyhound involved with many school sports and
activities

htips://mail.google.com/mail/b/AL GkdOxmBvUWgibMSIp4 ZQ5Awfd 5¢Z4MRF3dVmwORsjxZuSgGnmV/u/0?ik=c6e0bfaD68&view=pt&search=all&permt... 1/1
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Let the Kids Play - A MUST

1 message

JODI DARRIN NELSON _ Mon, Oct 19, 202t
To: "public.comment@isd709.org" <public.comment@isd709.org>

The purpose of this email to reiterate the importance of allowing our children to participate in
extracurricular activities. Extracurricular activities are optional. If a family feels as though these activities
are not right for their family at this time, then they may choose to not participate. Because these activities
are optional everyone gets to make their own choice. We need to ensure we are continuing to provide a
safe environment for kids to connect with their friends and participate in athletics, drama, speech, etc. If
we choose to not provide these safe extracurricular options, kids will come up with other options/activities
to participate in that may not be looked upon favorably. Keeping children engaged is so crucial for their
mental well-being. Life is all about choices and these students and their families need the option to
participate!

Again, extracurricular activities are optional. All students should have a choice as to whether or not they
feel comfortable participating. The school district should not be making these decisions for each family.

Regards,

Jodi Nelson

hitps://mall.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOxm8vUWgibMSIp4ZQ5Awid5cZ4MRF 3dVmwORSjxZuSgGnmV/u/07ik=c6e0bfa066&view=pt&search=all&pemt...
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Distance learning

1 message
Jim Toolman. Mon, Oct 19, 2020~
To: public.comment@isd709.org

Dear Superintendent, unfortunately the distance learning policy is failing our kids. They need to be in school learning from
the teacher and be able to have someone avalilable to ask questions. Most middle schoolers aren't effected by the virus
and the unfortunate ones dying are elderly people. My son is new to the district and has also struggled to meet new
friends. He has been depressed and has even been seeing a therapist. | can't believe it is ok to have the school open for
daycare but not for in school learning. Of course you are making more money charging daycare and still getting taxpayers
dollars even though the kids aren't in school. Laoks like you are putting the budget first before the child's education

needs.

Jim Taylor

hupszllmail.google.com/maiIIblALGkdem8vUngbMSIp42Q5Awfd5cZ4MRF3dew0stxZuSanmV/uIO?ik=cBe0bfaOGB&view=pt&search=aII&permt. Loo1n
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(no subject)

1 message

William Weinkauf y Mon, Oct 19, 2020

_ )
To: "public.comment@isd709.org" <public.comment@isd709.org>

Hello my name William Weinkauf, I'm a senior at Duluth East and a member of the hockey team and this is not the way |
wanted my senior year to go. While | realize we are in a pandemic how the district is providing online learning is not
working for me and many others. With the recent conversations of stopping all sports | am worried many in my senior
class that they will just give up. It is time that you look at the whole picture of what keeps kids healthy.

Please re-evaluate your decisions and help us have a senior year and sports season.

Thank you.

Confidentiality Notice: This E-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited. if you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply E-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.

hitps://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALCkdOxm8vUWgibMSIp4ZQ5AWTd ScZ4MRF 3dVmwORsjxZuSgGnmV/u/0?ik=c8a0bfa066&view=pisearch=all&permt... 1/1
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1 message

Michael Lattereli * Mon, Oct 19, 2020'
To: public.comment@isd709.org, superintendents@isd709.org, schaolboard@isd709.org

My name is Michael Latterell and I have two daughters in 1st and 3rd grade at Congdon Park Elementary.
While my daughters have continued to grow and thrive in their development, the school year has been
generally unproductive and needlessly stressful. It's difficult to overstate how much the children ultimately
bear the stress caused by the poor planning that has created this year's experience.

Their work isn't communicated clearly and there's not enough time for them to complete it. They have
little interaction with their teachers and are aware that something is not right.

Both of my daughter's are in group "B" at Congdon. My understanding is that they are receiving less
school days because of their assignment and the district has failed to address this deficiency. How did the
district allow this to happen and what is their plan to address this issue?

The current distance learning plan is simply not sustainable and any attempt by the district to sustain it
will force my daughters into another school system that considers their education less disposable. They're
not learning and they're not happy. Not at school and increasingly not at home.

1 have no idea what the interests/goals of the Return to Learn advisory committee are or which
persons/backgrounds compose the committee, My understanding is that contrary to the district's own
policy this committee is kept secret. I've heard rumours that the committee doesn't actually exist. Judging
exclusively on the practical results of the school year, there are clearly substantive deficiencies present in
the committee and I urge the board to address them,

Understandably, I don't feel the interests of my daughters, myself, or other parents are effectively

represented by the Return to Learn Committee. The fallure of the Superintendent or the board to respond
to public comments creates the understanding that the board considers its own interests to conflict with

families'.

I hope the committee will become public, include experts in children's mental health, publicly recognize
existing deficiencies, and put the education of our local children first above other concerns.

Sincerely,

Michael Latterell

https://mail.google.com/maillb/AL Gkd0xm8vUWgibMSIp4ZQ5Awid5cZ4MRF 3dVmwORS|xZuSgGnmV/u/0?ik=c8e0bfa066&view=pt&search=all&permt... /1
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Distance learning
1 message

Lori Mich, - Mon, Oct 19, 2020¢
To: public.comment@isd709.org

To all whom it may concern,
My 17 year old son is a junior at DHS, We recsived the option for paper learning packets for him last Spring, as he
struggles with the online schooling.

I have emailed his case worker at Denfeld twice now, and my requests for paper leaming packets have been denied. My
son is struggling with the online programs (on his computer and on a school issued computer) and he is extremely upset
and frustrated. Every single day.

My next step will be to request an amendment to his long standing IEP.

Someone, please help us! This worked so much better last Spring for the way he learns....
Signed,

Concerned Mom

Lori Bushey

Sent from my iPhone

https:llmaiI.google.com/maillb/ALdeOxmavUngbMSIp42Q5Awfd5cZ4MRF3dVmw0stxZuSgGanluIO?ik=cSeObfa066&view=pt&search=all&pennt... 1
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Distance learning is not working
1 message

Public Comment <public.comment@isd709.09%§>

Stacey Dimberio Mon, Oct 19, 2020¢
To: public.comment@isd709.org -

October 19, 2020
Superintendent and School Board;

At the last school board meeting many heartfelt letters of how distance learning is failing our students were read. My
guestion is were they heard?

| have watched the board meetings, committee of the whole meetings and finance meetings. While | appreciate the

presentations from mental health, finance, technology and curriculum 1 do not appreciate the fact that there has been NO

acknowledgement of what is not working and what ISD 709 is doing to fix what is not working.

| do not appreciate the district not being honest and open with numbers of students utilizing child care. Not being honest

and open with the number of students who have left the district, not being honest and open regarding if there is even a
plan to get kids back into school when numbers allow,

It is disheartening to read articles of other Superintendents, and districts looking at all factors and all ways to get students

safely into school.

It is disheartening to look at other district's robust online learning plans.

It is disheartening to look at other districts fighting for ways to keep extra curriculars going. All while our district finds
ways( childcare) to keep kids out of school and numbers (30 cases versus the "recommended" 50) to shut
extracurriculars down,

At this point | want honesty,
| want to be able to trust what is working right and honesty that what is not working is being looked at and carefully

evaluated. | don't expect perfection, | expect honesty and a plan to improve. | want to know all voices ARE being
HEARD.

| have lost faith, heart and trust that this school board really cares about what the students of 709 need.

it is not easy to make decisions during a pandemic. Most students care, most teachers care, and most parents care.
We need to know that the school board cares. Cares about the best interest of EVERYONE and not just the people
who are settling for an ok education or thinking Covid is temporary.

Be honest, own up, listen to heart and leamn , look at all sides and facts, make tough decisions and give our kids the
education they deserve.

Trying to remain hopeful-

Stacey Dimberio

https://mail.google.com/mail/ib/AL Gkd0xmBvUWgibMSIp4ZQ5Awfd5cZ4MRF3dVmwORsjxZuSgGnmV/iu/0?ik=c6e0 bfa066&view=pt&search=all&pemt...
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Online learning
1 message

Heather McGrew Mon, Oct 19, 2020
To: public.comment@isd709.org

School Board,

Hello. My name is Heather McGrew, and | have an eighth grader, Adam McGrew, at Lincoln. | am concerned about the
current state of his education. Although we have been told that our students should have about 18 hours of work per
week, on average my son has had about ten. This means he spends most of his day on his XBox playing games because
my husband and | are at work; then, when | get home, he gets on and for a couple of hours in the evening and gets some
homework done.

| am profoundly disappointed in this situation, especially since he has not been adequately challenged or engaged since
last March. We were told that this year's online learning (version 2.0) would be significantly improved, but I'm just not
seeing a big difference. | understand that many teachers are working hard and had to learn how to teach via Canvas
rather quickly, but the level and depth of work he's being asked to do just isn't meeting his needs. Also, I'm concerned that
the only opportunity for engagement with peers and teachers has been optional office hours/Google Meets. My son
always says he doesn't have any questions so he doesn't attend, and I'm not home to require it of him. Quite honestly, if
he has to choose between playing a video game and attending an optional Zoom session, he'll almost always choose the
former. My understanding is that all students have access to Chromebooks and hotspots; why are we not doing Zoom
lectures/class meetings?

| know this is a difficult time for all--and especially to be a leader. But | truly believe we can do better by our kids. | urge
you to consider a more interactive, robust online learning model until the regional COVID-19 numbers allow for hybrid

learning.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AL GkdOxm8vUWgibMSIp4ZQ5Awfd5cZ4AMRF 3dVmwORSjxZuSgGnmV/iu/0?ik=c6e0bfa066 &view=pt&search=all&permt...
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Extra curricular activities
1 message

Rebecca Hudoba Mon, Oct 19, 2020
To: public.comment@isd709.org

School board,

Please do not vote to discontinue extracurricular activities for our kids. And it's not "extra” it is essential. Please, for the
sake of our children's mental and physical health, do not prematurely cut the kids' activities.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Hudoba

Parent of Dean, junior at East and football player and Tim, freshman at East and football player

hittps://mail.google.com/mail/b/AL GkdOxm8vUWgIbMSIp4ZQ5Awd5cZ4MRF 3dVmwORSXZuSgBnmV/u/0?ik=c6e0bfa066&view=pt&search=all&permt..  1/1
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LET US PLAY!

1 message

Connery Wiecks « Mon, Oct 19, 2020 -~
To: public.comment@isd709.org, rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.org, david.kirby@isd709.org, paul.sandholm@isd709.org,
jill.lofald@isd709.org, kelly.durickeder@isd709.org, alanna.oswald@isd709.org, sally.trmka@isd709.org

Dear members of the school board,

Hello, my name is Connery Wiecks and | am a junior at Duluth High School School and | play football. | am writing to you
to beg you to not shut down my sport and others. There are ZERO other schools that have taken measure this extreme at
this point and | am begging you not to become the first. There are schools in other counties such as Itasca County (Grand
Rapids) and in Hennepin County (Minneapolis) that all have higher COVID-19 rates then St. Louis County but have
remained open. Please don't make yourself look foolish. Sports are just as important as school. | have learned way more
in sports than in school. | have learned how to be a team player, how to work hard, how to be consistent, how to be loyal
and most importantly how to get up every time | get knocked down. | have made life friends and have gotte=on memories
that will last with me forever. Please don't take this opportunity away from me for a virus less deadly than the flu to
children. You have already stolen part of my sophomore year and junior year from me PLEASE don't take football away
from me. If you truly care about us you will allow us to play and make friendships and memories that will last a lifetime.
Please read this article hitps://www.statesman.com/news/20200909/fact-check-is-flu-harder-on-kids-than-covid-19 and
follow the science, THE FIL.U IS MORE DEADLY TO KIDS THEN COVID-19!1t LET US PLAY!

thank you-Connery Wiecks

Confidentiality Notice: This E-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply E-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.
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Distance learning is not working!
1 message

Kelly Spenningsby . B Mon, Oct 19, 2020 - :
To: public.comment@isd709.org

Good evening -
Please re-consider your distance learning 2.0!

1. My son and his group of peers are not benefitting from distance learning. My son expresses his dissatisfaction w/ this
school year on a daily basis.

2. Why are teachers not offering/providing live Zoom class lectures and/or pre-recorded lessons/lectures? This is being
done in other school districts where teachers are teaching virtually as they would be in-person.

3. Poor wifi and no technology for low-income families is not a good enough reason as to why other children can't be
offered better instruction.

4. Has it been considered to identify the low income families that need more support and have those in person learning w/
virtual live/recorded options available for those that are able to accommodate that?

5. What is being done to further enhance our distance learning?

6. Marshall has been in school for 8+ weeks and Stella Maris for 6+ weeks, Proctor and Hermantown have been doing
hybrid learning - has ISD 709 coordinated w/ area schools to see what is working well for them to continue w/ in-person
learning?

7. My son and his peers have expressed concerns about how this academic year will affect their future and college
choices as well as potential college scholarships. For being in mostly honors classes, he is very concerned that he's just
“doing the work” and “not learning much.”

Thank you for your consideration and attention to these matters.

Kelly Spenningsby

https:llmaiI.google.oomImaiIIbIALdeOxvaUngbMS|p4ZQSAwfd5cZ4MRF3dewDstxZuSanmV/uIO?ik=cSaObfaOGG&view=pt&search=all&permt... M
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State of our students and education system

1 message

Amy Kranig? o Mon, Oct 19, 2020¢
To: "public.comment@isd709.org" <public.comment@isd709.org>

Dear ISD 709

Please have education and the state of the ISD 709 students educational, social and emotional needs become an actual
priority during this pandemic crisis. We need leadership and we need a course of action that sets education and
commitment to our students as an actual priority to them and actually have our school system to be something their city is
proud of. School needs to commit to students, give them something to rely on and be excited about and to actually show

value in and that it's worth the investment toward their future.

Amy Kranig

https://mail.google.comlmaillblALdeOxm8vUngbMSIp42Q5Awfd5¢Z4MRF3dewOstxZuSanmVlu/O'?lk=c630bfa066&view=pt&search=all&permt... in
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Cancellation of fall sports
1 message

craig ankrum__ Mon, Oct 19, 2020,
To: "public.comment@isd709.org" <public.comment@isd709.org>, "rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.0rg"
<rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd7089.org>, "david.kirby@isd709.0rg" <david.kirby@isd709.org>, "paul.sandholm@isd709.org"
<paul.sandholm@isd709.0rg>, "jill.lofald@isd709.0rg" <jill.lofald@isd709.0rg>, "kelly.durickeder@isd709.org"
<kelly.durickeder@isd709.org>, "alanna.oswald@isd709.org" <alanna.oswald@isd709.org>, "sally.trmka@isd709.org"
<sally.trnka@isd709.org>

My son plays a fall sport at East High School. | want to have the fall sports continue. There is not enough positive cases
of Covid-19 amongst the high school sports population to support a cancellation of sports at this time.

If there are positive cases in elementary or middle school populations, that should not reflect or carry over to high
students as they are separated and further are already doing distance learning. Distance leamning is already impacting
many students negatively as it relates to their mental health, and overall education.

I feel that the distance leaming is the wrong model for the high school level and at least a form of highbred model should
be considered.

Leave the decision for high school students to be involved in the fall and winter extra curricular sports and activities up to
the parents and family units.

No other school district in the state has gone to this next level of isolation and now is not the right time for the Duluth
school district to enforce the cancellation of fall spirts and activities.

Thank you for taking the time to read tgis email and for your careful consideration on how to move forward in this matter.
Craig Ankrum
Get Outlook for Android

https://mail. google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOxm8vUWgibMSIp4ZQ5Awfd5cZ4M RF3dewOstxZuSgGnmV/uIO'?ik=cSeObfa066&View=pt&seard"l=all&penm. T
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| know this is late... EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

1 message

Nancy Janzig © L Mon, Oct 19, 2020 .
To: "public.comment@isd709.org" <public.comment@isd709.0rg>, "rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.org"
<rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.org>, "david.kirby@isd709.org" <david.kirby@isd709.org>, "paul.sandholm@isd709.org"
<paul.sandholm@isd708.org>, "jill.lofald@isd709.org" <jill.lofald@isd709.org>, "kelly.durickeder@isd709.org"
<kelly.durickeder@isd709.org>, "alanna.oswald@isd709.org" <alanna.oswald@isd709.org>, "sally.tmka@isd709.org"
<sally.trnka@isd709.0rg>
Cc e

-~

[ This message was sent securely using ZixCorp.

Hello All~

| know this is late and | understand why you may not be able to acknowledge receipt of it during your
meeting tomorrow.

To keep it simple. | understand that you are in a tough position right now and that you truly want what is
best for my son and for our schools. As you look at making this decision, please know that human interaction
and comrade right now is very critical to our students. When | asked my son how things are going, he said
that the thing he misses the most is the opportunity to “see new” faces and meet new people. Football and
basketball are helping to fill this void. It's that simple. You will not get a full dissertation from me trying to
convince you of any of this as | am sure you already know the multiple viewpoints.

My son and many others need at least one piece of “normalcy” in this chaotic world right now. They need
human interaction and | know that when you decide to continue to allow extracurricular activities you will
have full support of any additional safety and security practices you decide to put in place. |f you need me
as a parent volunteer to help enforce it then | will be there.

Best wishes,

Nancy

Nancy Janzig, MA, MBA | Strategic Advisor

:

https:/mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0xm8vUWgibMSIp4ZQ5AWId5cZ4MRF3dVmwORSsjXZuSgGnmV/u/0?ik=cBe0bfa086&view=pt&search=all&pemt...
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Student Mental Health

1 message

Jim Vos ' . Mon, Oct 19, 2020
To: public.comment@isd709.org, rosalie.loefflerkemp@isd709.org, david.kirby@isd709.org, paul.sandholm@isd709.org,
jilllofald@isd709.0rg, kelly.durickeder@isd709.org, alanna.oswald@isd709.org, sally.trnka@isd709.org

As a school counselor in a neighboring district and a parent of 2 East H.S. students | am continually challenged to do
whatever | can to help promote the mental health of my own kids and the students in my district. During the past six
months this has been the challenge of a lifetime. Feelings of anxiety, isolation and depression are very natural responses
for any healthy, well adjusted person trying to endure the life changes brought on by the pandemic. Adolescents in
particular aren't well equipped to deal with these social restrictions. By far the least distressed individuals § am meeting
with during these times are the kids that are involved in structured athletics and activities. Even when highly restricted,
these events seem to be the "best medicine" for our children's mental heaith.

My personal view is that when we choose to halt structured activities such as athletics and other extracurricular activities,
students respond by finding less safe ways to gather in order to meet their needs. Going forward we may find that we
don't have a choice, but until that time | hope Duluth Schools chooses to follow the greater state guidelines versus making
decisions that only affect the kids in the Duluth district.

Thank you for all you are doing to help keep our children safe and healthy!

Jim Vos

https:l/mail.google.comlmaiIlbIALGkdevaUWgibMSlp4.ZQ5AwfdScZ4MRF3dew0stxZuSanmVluIO?Ik=cGeObf8066&view=pt&search=all&permt.. N
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Virtual Learning Duluth falls short

1 message

Amy Pozniak o Mon, Oct 19, 2020¢

To: public.comment@isd709.org
Cc: Amy Poznial '

Good afternoon. | hope my comments are able to gat in on time. | strongly feel some items could be handled better for the
Duluth school system.

I would like to highlight the following five areas that | feel are the most important.
1) Hire some instructional designers and train the teachers how to be virtual educators.

| do not understand why trainings and planning didn't occur this summer to start our kids on time. They are already behind
compared to the other districts.

Authentic feedback should also be glven and suggestions on how to improve grades if necessary. Great job, nice, or a
checked off rubric is not satisfactory feedback.

2) Virtual learning must be synchronous and required for all students.

All students should have the opportunity and be required to meet with their teacher once a week in a synchronous
session where they are taught and told what to expect for the following week with regards to homework. The sessions
could be recorded if students are sick or unable to attend with excused/documented absences.

The academic week should be Monday through Friday. All student's have been trained to start their week on Monday and
finish up their assignments by Friday. By having the due dates in the middie of the week at noon on Wednesday and no
new work until Thursday, you are losing valuable time. If work was due at noon on Friday and new work was released at 4
p.m. on Friday, students and parents would have the weekend to review the following week and better prepare.

3) Hybrid learning should be allowed as the demands of childcare have NOT demanded all of the current resources
aliocated to them. Stopping all learning due to 140 kids in childcare is unnecessary and NOT necessary. Please re-
evaluate and come up with some different solutions. The childcare kids could be located in other Duluth school buildings
and supported through staff, this could allow all of our children a chance to be educated on site.

4) Do not increase the regulations to stop extracurricular activities. For many children this has been the opportunity to
have an outlet and help eliminate mental health issues.

5) Protect your staff and don't pit different units against each other. If some units can be around children following the
state-mandated guidelines, all units should be utilized to educate our children and get them back into the buildings.

Thank you,

Amy Pozniak
Ordeai East and nenfn!d narant
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<kelly.durickeder@isd709.org>, "alanna.oswald@isd709.org" <alanna.oswald@isd709.org>, "sally.tmka@isd709.org"

<sally.trnka@isd709.org>

| am writing today as a parent of a senior football player at Duluth East. | am hoping you choose to allow students to
continue to participate in all school related activities. We think of this generation as one in the digital age and social
networking online. But, | think all of us, who have been around teens these last few months, know they still need the
interpersonal connection of being with friends and classmates. With schools closed for distance learning, sports and other
extracurricular activities are some of the few places these teens can safely be with their friends. Last week
Superintendent Magas sent a letter regarding mental health of students during distance fearning and the isolation of these
kids. Please make sure you consider that a top priority when making your decision this week.

Thank you,

Chris Sward - Accountant
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