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Education Committee - Regular School Board Meeting

Duluth Public Schools, ISD 709
Agenda

Monday, February 24, 2020
UnitedHealth Group Building

4316 Rice Lake Road
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Duluth, MN 55811
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1. Informational Items - These items are provided for informational purposes only and 
no action is required.

A. Assistant Superintendent's Report

The purpose of this report is to provide regular updates to the Education 
Committee regarding teaching and learning. Assistant Superintendent Jeff 
Horton shared current information regarding implementation of district 
initiatives and school operations.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item as 
informational.
B. Curriculum and Instruction Report

The purpose of this report is to provide regular updates to the Education 
Committee regarding teaching and learning. Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction Gail Netland Froyd shared current information regarding the 
status of the work of the curriculum and instruction department.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item as 
informational.
C. Early Childhood Programming Update

The Early Childhood Leadership Team shared an overview and updates to 
current programming.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item as 
informational.
D. Career Technical Education (CTE) Program Update

February is CTE Month. CTE Month is a public awareness national 
campaign held each February to celebrate the achievements and 
accomplishments of Career and Technical Education programs and students 
across the country. In honor of CTE Month, Vocational Program 
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Coordinator Peter Johnson shared an update regarding the Career Technical 
Education (CTE) Program within Duluth Public Schools.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item as 
informational.
E. Grant Applications

1) MDE 2020 National School Lunch Equipment Grant Application

Food Service Director Pam Bowe has submitted a grant application to the Minnesota 
Department of Education National School Lunch Program Equipment Competitive 
Grant Opportunity in the amount of $10,855. If awarded, funds will be used to 
purchase two steam tables, to replace two steam tables which are not working, at 
Lincoln Park Middle School.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
2) Duluth Public Schools Endowment Fund Grant Application

Lester Park Elementary School First Grade Teacher Susan Mikel has submitted a 
grant application to the Duluth Public Schools Endowment Fund in the amount of 
$650. If awarded, funds will be used toward the building of text sets based on the 
state of Minnesota and the community of Duluth.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.

2. Action Items
A. Policies - Consent Agenda

1) REVISED Policy 1035 - Relationship with the Media (Renumbered 
to Policy 908)

Administration is recommending the revision of Policy 1035 - 
Relationship with the Media and renumbering to the 900 Series: 
School/Community Relations. Attached is Policy 908 - Relationship 
with the Media for the second reading.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board approve Policy 
908 - Relationship with the Media for the second reading.
2) REVISED Policy 5070 - Graduations, Diplomas, and Certificates

Administration is recommending the revision of Policy 5070 - 
Graduations, Diplomas, and Certificates. Attached is Policy 5070 - 
Graduations, Diplomas, and Certificates for the first reading.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board approve Policy 
5070 - Graduations, Diplomas, and Certificates for the first reading.

B. Resolutions - Consent Agenda
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1) Resolution E-2-20-3715 - Resolution of School Board Supporting 
Form B Application to Minnesota State High School League 
Foundation

Attached is Resolution E-2-20-3715 - Resolution of School Board 
Supporting Form B Application to Minnesota State High School League 
Foundation. Resolution E-2-20-3715 supports Duluth East High 
School's application to the Minnesota State High School League 
Foundation for a Form B grant in the amount of $2,500. These grants 
assist school districts in providing seminars/training opportunities or 
support for specific schools functions for students/faculty 
members/officials and others who are involved in athletic and fine art 
programs.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board approve 
Resolution E-2-20-3715 - Resolution of School Board Supporting Form B 
Application to Minnesota State High School League Foundation.

C. Extended Trip Requests - Consent Agenda
1) Extended Trip Request - Wolf Ridge ELC - Homecroft Elementary

Fifth grade students from Homecroft Elementary School will travel to 
Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center in Finland, MN from 
March 9-11, 2020. Students will learn winter survival skills and team 
building skills that cover Minnesota science standards. The total cost of 
the trip will be $12,380 and will be funded by donations and student 
fees.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board approve the 
Extended Trip Request.
2) Extended Trip Request - New York City - Denfeld Band

Band students from Denfeld High School will travel to New York City, 
NY from April 5-10, 2020. Students will experience NYC culture and 
world class music and theater. The total cost of the trip will be $25,500 
and funded by student fees.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board approve the 
Extended Trip Request.
3) Extended Trip Request - Washington, DC - Denfeld Key Club

Key Club students from Denfeld High School will travel to 
Washington, DC from April 5-10, 2020. Students will visit national 
monuments, Capitol Hill and cultural events. The total cost of the trip 
will be $18,955 and will be funded by donations and student fee.
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Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board approve the 
Extended Trip Request.

D. Diploma Requests - Consent Agenda

The following students have met all graduation requirements for the Duluth 
Public Schools and should be awarded a Diploma:

Brody James Robinson - January 17, 2020
Kayla Sage Soukup - January 17, 2020
Joshua Rilea - January 21, 2020
Kaila Balsley - January 21, 2020
Samantha Rene Ryding - January 24, 2020
Ellis Daniel Wilson - January 24, 2020
Cierra Robin Hansen - February 6, 2020
Kody Tah Sayarath - February 14, 2020
Gibran B. Daldoul - February 28, 2020

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board approve the 
Diploma Requests
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Assistant   Superintendent   Monthly   Report  
February   2020  

 
Purpose   
  
The   purpose   of   this   report   is   to   provide   regular   updates   to   the   Education   Committee   
 

Primary   Strategies  

● Multi-Tiered   System   of   Support   (MTSS)  

 

Minnesota   Department   of   Human   Rights  

● Implicit   Bias   Training  
● Tool   for   Equity   Accountability   (TEA)   Training  

 

Diversification   of   ISD   709   Staff  

● Anne   Mckeig  
● Pathways2Teaching  

 

Labor   Management  

● Technology   Quality   Leadership   Team  

Additional   Highlights  

● Minnesota   Association   of   Alternative   Programs   Conference   
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Director of Curriculum and Instruction Monthly Report 
February 2020 

 
 
Purpose  
  
The purpose of this report is to provide regular updates to the Education Committee 
regarding teaching and learning.  
 
 
Updates 

Staff Development 

● Planning for fall 2020 beginning 
● District focus:  Training on Anti-bias to:  

○ Understand what implicit bias is and how it impacts our ability to create culturally 
responsive learning and work environments 

○ To limit the impact of implicit bias when working with students, parents, and 
co-workers 

○ Specifically address disproportionate discipline as we continue our agreement with 
the MN Department of Human Rights 

Registration 

● Currently underway  
● Information available on website, Facebook, and counselors 

Curriculum  

● ELA State Standards Draft #2:  Available to review and provide feedback later 
this month at:  ​https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/stds/ela/  

● February:  CTE Update (later in agenda) 
● April:  Immersion Update 
● May:  Science Committee Update; Math Pilot update 
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Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE)  
- Family Centers and classes

- Home Visiting
- Parent Education

Early Childhood Screening
Early Intervention/Help Me Grow

Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) 
Prekindergarten/Kindergarten Transition

Parent Advisory 
Community Partnerships
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      Number of Participants 2018-2019**

       
              Children     Parents

Classes 522 652
Home Visits 403 247
Amazing Newborn Hospital Visits 1369 2463
Special Events   685 595

●

●

●

●

●
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Head Start

School Readiness

Voluntary Pre K

11



Changing options for changing times

● Most families use 
preschool as childcare, 
making full day 
programming attractive

● Head start believes in a 
1020 hour dosage

● VPK is funded for .6
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Career and Technology Education: 

Center for Innovation and Design
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WHY?

The “Ordinary”

The 80%
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Minnesota’s Workforce Shortage

3.2 Million Workers needed to keep up with Economic growth.

The Need for 

CTE
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What we do well!
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Clock Tower Cafe
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CONSTRUCTION

Automotive
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Nursing

Engineering

CAD

CSWA

CSWP
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INNOVATION AND DEVELOPMENT:
ENTREPRENEURSHIP - INCUBATOR

Dream It, Do It

Dream It, Build It

Sell It, Commercialize It
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WORLDS BEST WORKFORCE

- ALL STUDENTS GRADUATE WITH A PLAN, NOT JUST A PLAN TO 
GRADUATE.

MISSION AND GOALS
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COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS

CAREER FOCUS – DIRECTS READINESS

PROGRAMS OF RIGOR OFFERING

TRANSFERABLE INDUSTRY APPROVED CREDENTIALS

TSA – INDUSTRY CREDENTIALS

MISSION AND GOALS
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HIGH ACHIEVEMENT FOR ALL 
STUDENTS

CONSISTENT ATTENDANCE:
GOAL: 90% ATTENDANCE RATE BY 2025

GRADUATION RATE
GOAL: 90% FOUR-YEAR, ON-TIME BY 2025

MISSION AND GOALS
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WHAT’S NEXT

⚫ INNOVATIVE IN OUR THINKING AND PLANNING

⚫ Accessing Industry Input and Finance

⚫ Workforce Development / Apprenticeships

⚫ Career Pathways K-12 
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1035​ ​908 RELATIONSHIP WITH THE MEDIA 

 

Maintaining the necessary liaison with press, radio, and television shall be the responsibility 

of the Superintendent, who shall designate members of his/her staff to assist him/her in 

carrying out this public relations function.  In the case of an individual school's relationship 

with the media, the principal is responsible and may also designate members of his/her staff 

to assist.  

 

It is recognized that the various media, through their news and public services departments, 

are not obligated by law or precedent to obtain the approval of the School Board or the 

administration for the stories or programs they initiate.  The Superintendent and his/her 

staff will, however, offer cooperation in the production of such stories and programs, and 

will, within reason, provide information and assistance whenever requested by the media.  

 

Newspersons may not enter classrooms in session or in any way create a distraction or 

interfere with school routine without the permission of the principal.  ​Publicity or news of 

classes or other school situations involving students who are identified as disadvantaged, 

retarded, or handicapped require that the principal or other school staff members inform the 

newsperson that the permission of the students' parents must be obtained before 

photographs or interviews may be published or broadcast.​ ​The principal, or designee, 

will inform the media that permission from the students' parent/guardian must be 

obtained before photographs or interviews may be published or broadcast for 

students who are receiving interventions, special education services, or identified 

as at-risk. 

 

 

Adopted: 06-09-1970  ISD 709 

Revised: 06-20-1995  ISD 709 

 
Second Reading:    2-24-2020 

1035​ ​908​ - 1 of 1 
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5070 GRADUATIONS, DIPLOMAS, AND CERTIFICATES 
 
Each senior high school shall arrange graduation exercises within limits prescribed by the 
School Board.  The School Board shall authorize funds for building rental, speaker, musical 
entertainment, flowers, and other decorations it deems necessary for graduation 
exercises.  If students are required to wear caps and gowns at graduation exercises, the 
School District shall budget monies to provide for caps and gowns.  If the School District or 
the high schools do not provide caps and gowns at no expense to students, such attire shall 
not be required for graduation exercises. The senior class may decide that they will raise 
funds for this purpose.  Such funds must provide all graduating seniors with the items the 
class decides to rent.   
 
Students who have completed requirements for a diploma shall participate in graduation 
exercises, but participation is not a requirement for graduation.  If a student with a 
disability satisfactorily meets the requirements for graduation that were established by the 
IEP team, the student must be granted a high school diploma that is identical to the diploma 
granted to a student without a disability who graduates.  (Minn. Stat § 125A.04).  A student 
with a disability who is not graduating may nonetheless participate in the graduation 
ceremony and receive certification of attendance if the student has met the credit 
requirements for graduation but has not met the goals in the IEP required for graduation.  
There shall be no formal graduation exercises for elementary and middle schools.  
 
A diploma or secondary school equivalency certificate shall be issued to a student who has 
satisfactorily completed curriculum requirements prescribed by the Minnesota State Board 
of Education and local School Board policy.  Two kinds of certificates shall be issued:  
  

1. The high school diploma issuance shall be based upon completion of State Board of 
Education requirements.  
 

2. The secondary school equivalency certificate shall be based upon obtaining 
satisfactory scores on the General Education Development Tests and the meeting of 
other State requirements.  
 

Minnesota World Language Proficiency Certificate, Bilingual Seal, and Multilingual 
Seal 
 
Duluth Public Schools may award Minnesota bilingual and multilingual seals to 
high school graduates who demonstrate the required levels of language 
proficiency in speaking, writing, reading and listening for languages other than 
English, including American Sign Language (ASL) and American Indian 
(indigenous) languages in grades 10, 11, 12 regardless of how the language was 
learned. Bilingual and multilingual seals are awarded upon graduation. World 
language proficiency certificates can be awarded when students meet proficiency 
requirements.  Proficiency assessments must be based on the ACTFL proficiency 
guidelines in one or more languages in addition to English.  A list of assessments 
can be found on the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) World Language 
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web page.  (http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/dse/stds/world/)   
 
Foreign students attending a senior high school as part of a recognized student exchange 
program, will be issued a certificate of attendance for the academic year, grade level and 
school attended.  If the student is considered to be a senior, the certificate of attendance 
will be issued in lieu of a diploma.  
 
References: MSA 120.72 
  EDU 43, Rules of the State Sch Bd 
          Statute 120B.022 
 
 
Adopted: 06-09-1970  ISD 709 
Revised: 09-14-1982 
 06-20-1995 
 09-17-1996 
 08-21-2007  ISD 709 
 
 
First Reading: 2-24-2020 

34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46



47



48



49



50



51



52



53



54



55



56



57



58



59



60



61


	Agenda
	1. Informational Items - These items are provided for informational purposes only and no action is required.
	A. Assistant Superintendent's Report



The purpose of this report is to provide regular updates to the Education Committee regarding teaching and learning. Assistant Superintendent Jeff Horton shared current information regarding implementation of district initiatives and school operations.
	Assistant Superintendent Monthly Ed Com Report - Feb 2020

	B. Curriculum and Instruction Report



The purpose of this report is to provide regular updates to the Education Committee regarding teaching and learning. Director of Curriculum and Instruction Gail Netland Froyd shared current information regarding the status of the work of the curriculum and instruction department.
	2.5

	C. Early Childhood Programming Update



The Early Childhood Leadership Team shared an overview and updates to current programming.
	Early Childhood School Board Presentation

	D. Career Technical Education (CTE) Program Update



February is CTE Month. CTE Month is a public awareness national campaign held each February to celebrate the achievements and accomplishments of Career and Technical Education programs and students across the country. In honor of CTE Month, Vocational Program Coordinator Peter Johnson shared an update regarding the Career Technical Education (CTE) Program within Duluth Public Schools.
	Innovation and Development - CTE

	E. Grant Applications
	1) MDE 2020 National School Lunch Equipment Grant Application



Food Service Director Pam Bowe has submitted a grant application to the Minnesota Department of Education National School Lunch Program Equipment Competitive Grant Opportunity in the amount of $10,855. If awarded, funds will be used to purchase two steam tables, to replace two steam tables which are not working, at Lincoln Park Middle School.
	2) Duluth Public Schools Endowment Fund Grant Application



Lester Park Elementary School First Grade Teacher Susan Mikel has submitted a grant application to the Duluth Public Schools Endowment Fund in the amount of $650. If awarded, funds will be used toward the building of text sets based on the state of Minnesota and the community of Duluth.


	2. Action Items
	A. Policies - Consent Agenda
	1) REVISED Policy 1035 - Relationship with the Media (Renumbered to Policy 908)



Administration is recommending the revision of Policy 1035 - Relationship with the Media and renumbering to the 900 Series: School/Community Relations. Attached is Policy 908 - Relationship with the Media for the second reading.
	908 - Relationship with the Media - 2nd Reading

	2) REVISED Policy 5070 - Graduations, Diplomas, and Certificates



Administration is recommending the revision of Policy 5070 - Graduations, Diplomas, and Certificates. Attached is Policy 5070 - Graduations, Diplomas, and Certificates for the first reading.
	5070 - Graduation, Diplomas, and Certificates - First Reading


	B. Resolutions - Consent Agenda
	1) Resolution E-2-20-3715 - Resolution of School Board Supporting Form B Application to Minnesota State High School League Foundation



Attached is Resolution E-2-20-3715 - Resolution of School Board Supporting Form B Application to Minnesota State High School League Foundation. Resolution E-2-20-3715 supports Duluth East High School's application to the Minnesota State High School League Foundation for a Form B grant in the amount of $2,500. These grants assist school districts in providing seminars/training opportunities or support for specific schools functions for students/faculty members/officials and others who are involved in athletic and fine art programs.
	MSHSL Foundation Form B Grant  - Resolution of Support


	C. Extended Trip Requests - Consent Agenda
	1) Extended Trip Request - Wolf Ridge ELC - Homecroft Elementary



Fifth grade students from Homecroft Elementary School will travel to Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center in Finland, MN from March 9-11, 2020. Students will learn winter survival skills and team building skills that cover Minnesota science standards. The total cost of the trip will be $12,380 and will be funded by donations and student fees.
	Ext Trip Request - Homecroft Wolf Ridge

	2) Extended Trip Request - New York City - Denfeld Band



Band students from Denfeld High School will travel to New York City, NY from April 5-10, 2020. Students will experience NYC culture and world class music and theater. The total cost of the trip will be $25,500 and funded by student fees.
	Ext Trip Request - Denfeld Band NYC

	3) Extended Trip Request - Washington, DC - Denfeld Key Club



Key Club students from Denfeld High School will travel to Washington, DC from April 5-10, 2020. Students will visit national monuments, Capitol Hill and cultural events. The total cost of the trip will be $18,955 and will be funded by donations and student fee.
	Ext Trip Request - Denfeld - Washington DC


	D. Diploma Requests - Consent Agenda



The following students have met all graduation requirements for the Duluth Public Schools and should be awarded a Diploma:



Brody James Robinson - January 17, 2020

Kayla Sage Soukup - January 17, 2020

Joshua Rilea - January 21, 2020

Kaila Balsley - January 21, 2020

Samantha Rene Ryding - January 24, 2020

Ellis Daniel Wilson - January 24, 2020

Cierra Robin Hansen - February 6, 2020

Kody Tah Sayarath - February 14, 2020

Gibran B. Daldoul - February 28, 2020
	Diploma Requests - Feb 2020



