
Duluth Public Schools, ISD 709  • (218) 336-8752

 
Education Committee - Regular School Board Meeting

Duluth Public Schools, ISD 709
Agenda

Tuesday, December 17, 2019
District Services Center
709 Portia Johnson Dr.

Duluth, MN 55811
6:30 PM

 
1. Informational Items - These items are provided for informational purposes only and 
no action is required.

A. Assistant Superintendent's Report

The purpose of this report is to provide regular updates to the Education 
Committee regarding teaching and learning. Assistant Superintendent Jeff 
Horton shared current information regarding implementation of district 
initiatives and school operations.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item as 
informational.
B. Curriculum and Instruction Report

The purpose of this report is to provide regular updates to the Education 
Committee regarding teaching and learning. Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction Gail Netland Froyd shared current information regarding the 
status of the work of the curriculum and instruction department.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item as 
informational.
C. Grant Applications

1) Arrowhead Manufacturers and Fabricators Association Educational Trust Grant 
Application

Donald Simons, Engineering and Industrial Arts Instructor, has submitted a grant 
application to the Arrowhead Manufacturers and Fabricators Association 
Educational Trust in the amount of $37,056. If awarded, funds will be used to 
purchase and install machinery to provide trade based college classes and articulate 
14 college credits in the high schools' advance manufacturing program.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
2) Sand County Foundation Pollinator Habitat Grant Application

John Rudolph, Duluth East High School Biology, Plant Science and Forestry-Fish-
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Wildlife Management teacher, has submitted a grant application to the Sand County 
Foundation in the amount of $1,000. If awarded, funds will be used to build a 
pollinator garden along the entrance to the East High School outdoor 
classroom. Successful applicants will receive 640 small seedlings of five native forb 
species, teachers will receive a training webinar, remote consultation from a private 
native plant nursery, and a $1,000 cash award paid to the school district to offset 
project expenses.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
3) Thrivent Financial Grant Application

Jennifer Fuchs, Lincoln Park Middle School TOSA Den Coordinator and School 
Social Worker, has submitted a grant application to Thrivent Financial in the amount 
of $250. If awarded, funds will be used for supplies for restorative practice tool kits 
that teachers can use in their classrooms during WIN and for Tier 1 social emotional 
lessons.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
4) Rotary Club #25 Grant Application

Jill Lofald, Denfeld High School Speech and Debate Coach, has submitted a grant 
application to the Rotary Club #25 in the amount of $750. If awarded, funds will be 
used to provide scholarship money to members of the Denfeld Speech and Debate 
teams for participation fees, team travel assistance and team uniform costs.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
5) Pachel Foundation Grant Application

Jill Lofald, Denfeld High School Speech and Debate Coach, has submitted a grant 
application to the Pachel Foundation in the amount of $3,500. If awarded, funds will 
be used to defray team members expense to compete at these National Speech and 
Debate tournaments. Tournaments this season are: Harvard, NIETOC in Houston 
and NSDA in Albuquerque.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
6) Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom (MAITC) Agricultural Literacy Grant 
Application

Leah McNeil, Denfeld High School Culinary Arts Instructor, has submitted for and 
received a grant from the MAITC Agricultural Literacy Grant Program in the 
amount of $400. Funds will be used toward the purchase of chafing dishes for the 
Clock Tower Catering project at Denfeld High School.
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Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
7) Harbortown Rotary Grant Application

Jamie Bennett, ALC Integration Specialist, has submitted a grant application to the 
Harbortown Rotary in the amount of $1,000. If awarded, funds will be used to cover 
expenses for students to attend the Wilderness Elite/Jr. Rotarian Winter Camping 
Trip in January 2020.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
8) Autism Association of Northern MN/Autism Walk Northland Grant Application

Amy Samuel, Lester Park Elementary Special Education Teacher, has submitted for 
and received a grant from the Autism Association of Northern MN/Autism Walk 
Northland in the amount of $800. Funds will be used to purchase the Pro ED 
Environmental Print Reading Program for Level 3 ASD students at Lester Park 
Elementary. Environmental Print brings a comprehensive, standards-based language 
arts curriculum to students with significant cognitive disabilities.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.

2. Action Items
A. Presentation Items Requiring Approval

1) ISD 709 Calendar 2020-21 School Year

Assistant Superintendent Jeff Horton shared the recommended ISD 709 
Calendar 2020-21 School Year for review and approval. The 
recommended calendar was presented to the Quality Steering 
Committee at their November 7, 2019 meeting.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board approve the 
recommended ISD 709 Calendar 2020-21 School Year.

B. Resolutions
1) Resolution E-12-19-3691 - Designation of Identified Official with 
Authority for the MDE External User Access Recertification System

Attached is Resolution E-12-19-3691 - Designation of Identified 
Official with Authority for the MDE External User Access 
Recertification System. The Superintendent recommends that Board 
authorize Sheryl Williams to act as the Identified Office with Authority 
(IOwA) for the Head Start Organization, Duluth Head Start 7010-84.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board approve 
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Resolution E-12-19-3691 - Designation of Identified Official with Authority for the 
MDE External User Access Recertification System.
2) Resolution E-12-19-3693 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth 
Public Schools

Attached is Resolution E-12-19-3693 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to 
Duluth Public Schools, to accept and approve grant awards from the 
following organizations:

Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom (MAITC) Foundation
Class of 55/Steve Anderson Greater Denfeld Foundation Fund
Autism Association of Northern MN/Autism Walk Northland

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and 
approve Resolution E-12-19-3693 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth Public 
Schools.

C. Diploma Requests

The following students have met all graduation requirements for the Duluth 
Public Schools and should be awarded a Diploma:

Alyssa Ann Brodin - November 13, 2019
Drey Leonard Homola - November 20, 2019
Jordan Trent Wrazidlo - December 18, 2019
Jonah Michael-David Plys - January, 16, 2020

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and approve 
the above Diploma requests
D. Trip Requests

1) Extended Trip Request - Wilderness Elite/Jr. Rotarian Winter 
Camping Trip

Students from the Area Learning Center will travel to Bear Head Lake 
State Park in Ely, MN for an overnight winter camping experience from 
January 30-31, 2020. The cost of this trip is at $1,217.44 and will be 
funded by grants.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board approve the 
Extended Trip Request.

3. Future Items

Policy Updates
Immersion Transition
Companies to Classrooms Presentation

9

13

17

4



Assistant   Superintendent   Monthly   Report  
December   2019  

 
Purpose   
  
The   purpose   of   this   report   is   to   provide   regular   updates   to   the   Education   Committee   
 

Primary   Strategies  

● Safe   and   Welcoming   Schools   

 

Minnesota   Department   of   Human   Rights  

● Diversion   Committee   Meeting   Update  

 

Labor   Management  

● Quality   Leadership   Team   Meetings  

Additional   Highlights  

● Acknowledging   the   Role   of   Implicit   Bias   as   a   Barrier   to   Reaching   ALL   Children  
● Sextortion  
● Paraprofessional   Training   and   Support  
● Diversifying   of   our   Workforce  
● Gender   Neutral   Bathrooms  
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Director of Curriculum and Instruction Monthly Report 
December 2019 

 
 
Purpose  
  
The purpose of this report is to provide regular updates to the Education Committee 
regarding teaching and learning.  
 
Updates 

 

Staff Development 

● Min​nesota Indian Education Association​ Conference  
○ Team of district staff participated over 3 day event 
○ Focused on aligned systems for improved outcomes 

● ELA Standards Regional Town Hall​ Draft #1 Review Event at Denfeld High 
School 

○ Opportunity to ask questions and provide input in ELA standards revision 
work at the state level 

● MDE Workshops for Curriculum Leaders​ (by content area)  
○ Support from MDE for curriculum specialists in planning for 

implementation  
● New Teacher Mentoring Program Meeting Topics (December)  

○ QPR​:  intervention for suicide and emotional distress 
○ Elementary Math Support 

 

Course Catalog and Registration 

● Revised Suggested 2020-21 Course Changes 
● 2020-2021 Course Catalog 
● Timeline​ of process 

 

Immersion  

● Retreat this month for planning  
● MSBA Conference presentation in January  
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https://minnesotaindianeducation.org/2019-conference/
https://minnesotaindianeducation.org/2019-conference/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/stds/ela/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/DSE/stds/sci/MDE089199
https://qprinstitute.com/about-qpr
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pCXoq7nW_ylSl4tFbMCcGTDuh3rSKbIHUOR_2t1uwBY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z2_EMgmaHRvvnzu223_0eELfFdHJzB3pnA8IoqbPkHo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nIiAjnovx5BmJ_cDpzWA3rVtiKR5F0yef7De6YNyZls/edit?usp=sharing
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Resolution E-12-19-3691                                                                                        December 17, 2019 

RESOLUTION 
 

Designation of Identified Official with Authority for the MDE External User Access 
Recertification System 

WHEREAS, The Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) requires that school 
districts annually designate an Identified Official with Authority to comply with State Access 
Control Security Standard 1.0 which states that all user access rights to Minnesota state 
systems must be reviewed and recertified at least annually. The Identified Official with Authority 
will assign job duties and authorize external user’s access to MDE secure systems for their local 
education agency (LEA).  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The Superintendent recommends the Board 
authorize Sheryl Williams to act as the Identified Official with Authority (IOwA) for the Head Start 
Organization, Duluth Head Start 7010-84. 
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Resolution E-12-19-3693        December 17, 2019 

RESOLUTION 

Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth Public Schools 

 WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 465.03 requires a school district to accept grants by resolution 

expressed in the terms prescribed by the donor in full; and, 

 WHEREAS, acceptance of the grant in accordance with the donor’s terms is in the best interest of 

the Duluth Public Schools: 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Duluth Public Schools does accept the below-

described grant from said organization in accordance with the terms set forth herein. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Duluth Public Schools wishes to extend its grateful 

appreciation to this organization. 

 

Organization Author/Contact Project Title Award Amount Terms 

Minnesota 
Agriculture in the 

Classroom 
(MAITC) 

Foundation 

Leah McNeil 
Clock Tower 

Catering Project 
$400 

Funds will be used toward 
the purchase of chafing dishes for the 
Clock Tower Catering project. 

Class of 
55/Steve 
Anderson 

Greater Denfeld 
Foundation Fund 

Various 

Various –  
Class of 55/Steve 
Anderson Greater 

Denfeld Foundation 
Fund Applications 

$10,000 
Funds will be used to support various 
projects and initiatives at Denfeld High 
School. 

Autism 
Association of 

Northern 
MN/Autism Walk 

Northland 

Amy Samuel 
Lester Park 
Elementary  
Level 3 ASD 

$800 

Funds will be used to purchase the Pro 
ED Environmental Print Reading 
Program for Level 3 ASD students at 
Lester Park Elementary. 
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From: Knott, Sue (MDA) <sue.knott@state.mn.us> 
Date: Wed, Dec 4, 2019 at 1:59 PM 
Subject: Ag Literacy Grant - Congrats 
To: leah.mcneil@isd709.org <leah.mcneil@isd709.org> 
 

Leah, 

Congratulations, you have been selected as a Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom 

Agricultural Literacy Grant recipient!  We sincerely appreciate the time and effort you put into 

applying for grant funds to integrate agriculture into your curricula, classroom and community. 

Our review committee would like to award you $400.00 to purchase chafing dishes for your 

Clock Tower Catering project.  Our committee is not able to provide funds for the catering 

uniforms at this time.  We hope that you might be able to connect with local groups, businesses 

or organizations that could assist in funding these T-shirts and sweatshirts.  

 

Please confirm the following information is correct: 

Check written to: Leah McNeil 

Check sent to: 

Denfeld High School 

Attn Leah McNeil 

401 North 44th Ave W 

Duluth, MN 55807 

Once this information is confirmed we will get your check in the mail. 

Our grant program guidelines request that you utilize the grant funds before December 31, 

2020.  We also ask you to complete the Agricultural Literacy Final Report online form when 

your project is complete. 

  

Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions. 

  

Once again congratulations and thank you for your interest in agricultural education! 

Sue 

  

  
Sue Knott | Education Specialist 
Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom Program 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
625 Robert Street North | Saint Paul, MN 55155-2538 
(P) 651-201-6486 | sue.knott@state.mn.us 
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---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Claudia Anderson <Claudia.Anderson@isd709.org> 
Date: Tue, Dec 10, 2019 at 8:55 AM 
Subject: Grants Awarded 
To: Denfeld Staff <denfeld.staff@isd709.org>, Claudia Anderson 
<Claudia.Anderson@isd709.org> 
 
 

Congratulations to the following staff that have received grants this year from the Class of 
55/Steve Anderson Greater Denfeld Foundation fund.  The money is deposited in the Denfeld 
bank account and must be accessed with Krista Hill.  Thank you's should be mailed to Alana 
Freidman, 8037 E. Spirit Cove Dr., Duluth, MN  55807.  
 
Krista will be doing a report at the end of the year for the GDF committee on how much was 
spent and where the money went, so remember - the money must be spent on what you were 
granted for, nothing else.   
 
Claudia Anderson     $500 - Kids needs 
Adair Ballavance       $300 - Popcorn Popper 
Paul Christenson      $500 - Risers 
Angelo Florestano     $325 - DVD Videos 
Angelo Florestano     $220 - HOBY Leadership Conference 
Gelineau/Rupp          $500 - Transportation and Admission fees only 
Andy Gunderson       $550 - Robotics 
Jan Hille                    $600 - Graphing Calculators 
Hoban/Nelson           $500 - Art Supplies 
Gina Hollinday         $1100 - AP World History Supplies and Books 
Laurie Knapp            $500 - Changing Lives T-Shirts 
Ed Lewis                   $230 - Pathways2Teaching End of the Year  
Jill Lofald                   $500 - Speech/Debate 
Leah McNeil              $500 - Equipment only (No T-Shirts) 
Nicole Scharte           $250 - German Books 
Mike Scrignoli           $400 - Golf Supplies/passes 
Adam Shykes           $275 - Smartbd Bulb 
Don Simmons          $750 - 750 for 1 3D printer 
Tom Tusken             $300 - PBIS Rewards 
Tim White              $1200 - Math/CyberPatriot Team 
 
Total                      $10,000 
 
-- 
Claudia Anderson 
Secretary to the Principal 
 
Denfeld High School 
401 N. 44th Ave. W. 
Duluth, MN  55807 
(218) 336-8830 Ext. 1925 
Claudia.anderson@isd709.org 
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