
Duluth Public Schools, ISD 709  • (218) 336-8752

 
Education Committee - Regular School Board Meeting

Duluth Public Schools, ISD 709
Agenda

Tuesday, October 16, 2018
UnitedHealth Group Building

4316 Rice Lake Road
Suite 108

Duluth, MN 55811
6:30 PM

 
1. Informational Items - These items are provided for informational purposes only and 
no action is required.

A. Assistant Superintendent's Report

The purpose of this report is to provide regular updates to the Education 
Committee regarding teaching and learning. Assistant Superintendent Jeff 
Horton shared current information regarding implementation of district 
initiatives and school operations.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item as 
informational.
B. Curriculum and Instruction Report

The purpose of this report is to provide regular updates to the Education 
Committee regarding teaching and learning. Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction Gail Netland shared current information regarding the status of 
the work of the curriculum and instruction department.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item as 
informational.
C. Informational Presentations

1) North Star Accountability System Presentation - Part 2

The Minnesota Department of Education recently released the North 
Star Accountability System. Director of Assessment, Evaluation and 
Performance Dr. Tawnyea Lake shared an overview of the system and 
initial Duluth data at the September 2018 Education Committee 
meeting. This month, Assistant Superintendent Horton shared an 
overview of site data and update on schools' continuous improvement 
process.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.

D. Grant Applications
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1) Miller-Dwan Foundation Grant Application

Ron Lake, Danette Seboe and Tonya Sconiers have submitted a grant application to 
the Miller-Dwan Foundation in the amount of $20,000. If awarded, funds will be 
used to further support implementation of the Sources of Strength program at Duluth 
East and Denfeld High Schools. Sources of Strength is a best practice youth suicide 
prevention project designed to harness the power of peer social networks to change 
unhealthy norms and culture, ultimately preventing suicide, bullying, and substance 
abuse.

Recommendation: Its is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this 
item as informational.
2) Northland Foundation - Youth in Philanthropy Grant Application

Timothy Churchill, Ordean East Middle School, has submitted a grant application to 
the Northland Foundation-Youth in Philanthropy in the amount of $1,000. If 
awarded, funds will be used to support OEMS First Tech Challenge (FTC), a 6th to 
8th grade, school based robotics team that is entering its 3rd year.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
3) Boston Scientific Grant Application

Calvin Harris, Laura MacArthur Elementary School, submitted for and was awarded 
a grant from Boston Scientific in the amount of $650. Funds will be used to support 
a FIRST LEGO League robotics team at Laura MacArthur Elementary.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
4) Northland Foundation Grant Application

Calvin Harris, Laura MacArthur Elementary School, submitted a grant application to 
the Northland Foundation in the amount of $1,000. If awarded, funds will be used to 
purchase Ev3 robots for the FIRST LEGO League robotics team at Laura 
MacArthur Elementary.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.

2. Action Items
A. Resolutions

1) Resolution E-10-18-3591 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth 
Public Schools

Attached is Resolution E-10-18-3591 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to 
Duluth Public Schools, to accept and approve grant awards from the 
following organizations:
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Northland Foundation
Boston Scientific - High Tech Kids

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and 
approve Resolution E-10-18-3591 -  Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth Public 
Schools.

B. Trip Requests
1) Extended Trip Request - Montgomery, AL

12th grade students from Duluth Public Schools traveled to 
Montgomery, AL from September 27-30, 2018, to visit various sites 
connected to the history of slavery and the civil rights movement. The 
objective of this trip was to broaden student understanding of the legacy 
of slavery and civil rights. The total cost of this trip was $4,000 and was 
funded by the Office of Education Equity and organized in partnership 
with the African Heritage Community and CHUM.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive accept 
and approve this Extended Trip Request.
2) Extended Trip Request - Wolf Ridge ELC

Fourth grade students from Congdon Park Elementary School will be 
traveling to the Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center in Finland, 
MN from October 26-28, 2018. This trip will provide students with an 
experiential learning opportunity, which will help them develop 
teamwork skills and provide a chance for personal growth. The trip is 
organized by parents, financed through fund raising activities and 
student fees and will take place outside of the regular school schedule.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and 
approve this Extended Trip Request.
3) Externally Sponsored Trip - West Yellowstone, MT

Bonnie Fuller-Kask, Duluth East High School Nordic Ski Coach, will 
travel to West Yellowstone, MT from November 16-24, 2018 with a 
group of Duluth Public Schools students as an externally sponsored 
event. This is an annual community trip run through Nordic Fitness and 
Adventures, LLC. Although this annual trip is not sponsored or funded 
by Duluth Public Schools, the Minnesota State High School League 
(MSHSL) has requested the Duluth School Board accept and approve 
any travel where the schools' team members and coach travel together 
in season.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and 
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approve the annual Externally Sponsored West Yellowstone Nordic Ski Trip for 
2018-2023.

C. Diploma Requests

The following students have met all graduation requirements for the Duluth 
Public Schools and should be awarded a Diploma:

Kenneth Sky Quade - June 30, 2011
Brittney Kabnpauj Yang - September 19, 2018
Thaddeus W. Breimon - September 25, 2018

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and approve 
the above Diploma Requests.

3. Future Items

Policy Updates
Check and Connect Program Update
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Assistant Superintendent Monthly Report 
October 2018 

 
Purpose  
  
The purpose of this report is to provide regular updates to the Education Committee  
 
 

Site Celebrations 

● Denfeld and East Homecoming 

 

School Safety Update 

● State Safety Grant Award 
● COPS Grant Award 
● Safety Team 

 

 

Equity Work 

● Courageous Conversations  Training 
● MDHR Diversion Meeting 

 

 

Shout Out! 

● Lester Park Elementary School Crossing Guards 

 

 

 

 

 5



Director of Curriculum and Instruction Monthly Report 
October 2018 

 
Purpose  
  
The purpose of this report is to provide regular updates to the Education Committee 
regarding teaching and learning.  
 
Updates 

 

Staff Development 

● Planning for October 29th underway 
○ ALICE training 
○ De-escalation Strategies 
○ Professional development on building-identified improvement strategy 

 

Course Catalog and Registration 

● Annual course catalog revision process in progress 

 

Curriculum 

● Arts Adoption  
● ELA K-5 Adoption:  ongoing implementation support 
● ELA Secondary Text Selection 

 

Building Relationships 

● One-on-one meetings with a variety of district leadership 
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Resolution E-10-18-3591        October 16, 2018 

RESOLUTION 

Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth Public Schools 

 WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 465.03 requires a school district to accept grants by resolution 

expressed in the terms prescribed by the donor in full; and, 

 WHEREAS, acceptance of the grant in accordance with the donor’s terms is in the best interest of 

the Duluth Public Schools: 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Duluth Public Schools does accept the below-

described grant from said organization in accordance with the terms set forth herein. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Duluth Public Schools wishes to extend its grateful 

appreciation to this organization. 

Organization Author/Contact Project Title Award Amount Terms 

Northland 
Foundation 

Jacob Hintsala 
Preventure 

Lincoln 
Collaborative 

$20,000 

Funds will be used to support funds 
will be used to support the Preventure 
Lincoln Collaborative, a school-based 
intervention aimed at reducing 
adolescent drug and alcohol use in 
high-risk teenagers. 

Boston Scientific 
– High Tech Kids 

Calvin Harris 
FIRST LEGO 
League Team 

$650 
Fund will be used to support a FIRST 
LEGO League Robotics Team at Laura 
MacArthur Elementary School. 
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202 West Superior Street, Suite 610
Duluth, Minnesota 55802
218.723.4040 · 800.433.4045 · northlandfdn.org

September 25, 2018

Project # 18-18170
Jacob Hintsala
Lincoln Park Middle School Collaborative
3215 West Third Street
Duluth MN 55806

Dear Mr. Jacob Hintsala:

I am pleased to inform you that the Northland Foundation has reviewed your proposal for the Preventure Lincoln 
Collaborative and has approved a grant of $20,000.00 for the period (09/01/2018 to 06/30/2019) to Lincoln Park 
Middle School Collaborative. 

The Agreement of Grantee is attached to this letter.  Please read the agreement in its entirety and make special 
note of all the provisions and procedures indicated.  By accepting this grant, you are affirming that your 
organization agrees to the terms and conditions outlined in the Grant Agreement.  (Please note that the 
Northland Foundation no longer requires this form to be signed and returned.)

The Northland Foundation uses an Electronic Funds Transfer process for grant payments. Please complete and 
return the attached ACH Credit Authorization form with the grantee organization or fiscal agent organization bank 
account information where you would like the grant funds deposited.

Grant payments are made during the first full week of each month.  In order for our Accounting Department to 
release your payment, please return the completed ACH Authorization form no later than the 25th of the 
month before your payment is scheduled.  We accept forms via email (scanned copies), fax (218-723-4048), or 
USPS (hard copies).

The Northland Foundation will issue a single payment for this grant. This payment will be distributed in the sum of 
$20,000.00 on or around 11/01/2018.    

The Northland Foundation will be making public news releases through the regional media regarding all of the grants 
awarded. Please utilize your community media resources to announce receipt of these funds to your project. The 
Northland Foundation would appreciate being acknowledged as a source of support in all news releases initiated by 
you.  Please provide us with copies of any press coverage and photographs received by your project, as well as any 
media releases and program materials you produce. These will be added to your file and may be utilized by the 
Northland Foundation in our public information efforts.

As you will note, one of the conditions of the Agreement of Grantee is the submission of a final report on the 
activities, outcomes, and financial expenditures of your project.  Please provide us sufficient narrative to describe the 
activities and impact of your project.  For your convenience, you may access the report form through the Grantee 
Portal. We will expect this report from you by 07/31/2019.  

On behalf of the Northland Foundation, I would like to extend sincere congratulations to you and your organization. 
Please call Carol Chipman, Grants Manager if you have any questions. I look forward to learning about the progress 
and success of your project.

Sincerely,

Tony Sertich
President

Attachments
cc:  Carol Chipman
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Nichele Canavan <nichele.canavan@isd709.org>

Fwd: 2018-19 FLL Boston Scientific Grant 
1 message

Calvin Harris <calvin.harris@isd709.org> Fri, Sep 28, 2018 at 2:15 PM
To: Nichele Canavan <nichele.canavan@isd709.org>

 
Cal Harris  
Integration Specialist 
Laura MacArthur Elementary School 
720 North Central Avenue, Duluth, MN 55807 
Room : B 151  Phone:  218-336-8900  Ext.2186  
  

 
http://laura-macarthur.isd709.org
http://www.isd709.org/district/departments-3/office-of-education-equity
 
 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Vicki Coaty <vicki@hightechkids.org> 
Date: Sat, Sep 15, 2018 at 2:12 PM 
Subject: 2018-19 FLL Boston Scientific Grant 
To: <calvin.harris@isd709.org> 
 
 
Cal,  
 
CONGRATULATIONS!  
You have been awarded a Boston Scientific Grant in the amount of $650 for one FIRST LEGO League Team.  We
hope that you and your team find this to be a rewarding experience and hope that you are able to excite and
encourage the next generation of STEM enthusiasts. 
 
Follow these NEXT STEPS for you and your team
 
SUBSCRIBE to the 2018-19 FLL Into Orbit Coach Newsletter. Anyone is welcome to subscribe, however it is
imperative that the main coach is subscribed each year as this is the list we use to correspond with coaches
throughout the season.
 
TEAM REGISTRATION 
Registration is a multi-step process, here are the basics:
 
1. Register your team nationally with FIRST®.

Cost is $299 per team and includes your FLL Into Orbit Challenge Kit. 
The LEGO MINDSTORMS EV3 robot may be ordered through FIRST, LEGO Education or retail (Target,
Creative Kidstuff, Walmart, etc.).   We are recommending either the kit offered by FIRST site or the LEGO
MINDSTORMS Core Set from LEGO Education. 

FIRST - LEGO MINDSTORMS Core Set + Expansion Set $ 489.95 
LEGO Education -  LEGO MINDSTORMS Core Set $411.95 
Retail Kit #31313  $349.99 (note this kit does not come with a number of items, most notably the charger
and rechargeable battery pack)
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2.  Register with High Tech Kids for a MN FLL Regional Tournament

Registration for a local tournament will open on October 1, 2018 at 3:00PM.
MN Regional Tournament Registration fee is $125 per team.
Teams may register for one regional event
The FLL Tournament Schedule will be finalized by Labor Day. 
 

This grant is structured as a reimbursement.
 
Your team must be registered both nationally and locally for a Minnesota event.  
 
Once your team has registered and paid for a Minnesota tournament, a check will be remitted to the following
address. Please contact me if this information is incorrect. 
 
Team Number: Please email me your team number at your earliest convenience
 
Payable to:  Laura MacArthur Elementary School
 
Mailing Address:
Laura MacArthur Elementary School
Cal Harris
720 North Central Ave
Duluth, MN 55807  
 
As you move forward with you team, I encourage you to explore the High Tech Kids site. For a nominal fee, we are
offering a monthly EV3 Programming training throughout the summer and a Rookie Coaches training in September. 
 
I high encourage you to attend one of our FREE coaches training sessions in August or September. We will discuss
event registration, what to expect at an event, the project and walk you through the new game. 
 
Please check our Training & Workshop Page for details on all of our training events. We offer both coaches only as
well as team training. 
 
I hope you have a fun and successful season! If you have any questions about registration or the program please do
not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Good luck this season!
 
Vicki
 
Vicki Coaty 
Programs Director
612.781.2203
 
715 Florida Ave S, Suite 102
Golden Valley, MN 55426
www.hightechkids.org 
 

 
 
Confidentiality Notice: This E-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply E-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.
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