
Duluth Public Schools, ISD 709  • (218) 336-8752

 
Education Committee - Regular School Board Meeting

Duluth Public Schools, ISD 709
Agenda

Tuesday, March 21, 2017
UnitedHealth Group Building

4316 Rice Lake Road
Suite 108

Duluth, MN 55811
6:30 PM

 
1. Informational Items - These items are provided for informational purposes only and 
no action is required.

A. Informational Presentations
1) Assistant Superintendent's Report

As part of her monthly report, Assistant Superintendent Amy Starzecki 
highlighted efforts in teaching and learning across ISD 709. Updates 
were shared regarding implementation of District initiatives to support 
teaching and learning.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
2) Farm to School Program Update

With the culmination of the USDA Farm to School Grant in December 
2016, and the recent support of Essentia Health to carry forward Farm 
to School efforts, Renee Willemsen, Healthy Northland Farm to School 
Education Coordinator, provided a project update to share the many 
ways that Farm to School is benefiting student health while providing 
cross-discipline learning opportunities.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
3) 2015-16 Graduation Data and Check and Connect Program Update

Dr. Tawnyea Lake, Director of Assessment, Evaluation and 
Performance, presented information on the 2015-16 Graduation Rates 
for the Duluth Public Schools, which was released by the Minnesota 
Department of Education in February 2017. Mike Meyer, Check and 
Connect Program Coordinator, Jason Crane, Special Services Director, 
William Howes, Office of Education Equity Coordinator, Edye Howes, 
American Indian Education Coordinator, and Tonya Sconiers, Denfeld 
High School Principal, presented information on the work they have 
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done with regard to the 5 year grant from the Minnesota Department of 
Education to implement the Check and Connect program.

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this 
item as informational.

B. Grant Applications
1) Duluth Public Schools Endowment Fund - Early Childhood Outdoors Grant

Laurie Melby, Myers-Wilkins Head Start, has submitted a grant application to the 
Duluth Public Schools Endowment Fund in the amount of $1,980. Early Childhood 
Outdoors project is designed to provide winter outdoor gear in order to make winter 
outdoor education possible for young children. This would be accomplished through 
the provision of snowsuits and winter boots for students to wear daily during 
outdoor education, exploration and play during winter months.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
2) Minnesota Department of Health - Asthma Friendly Schools Mini Grant

Kelly Piette, Myers-WIlkins Elementary, has submitted and received a grant in the 
amount of $1,500 from the Asthma Friendly Schools Mini Grant Program offered by 
the Minnesota Department of Health's Asthma Program. Funds from this grant will 
support an event for students or students and parents to learn about asthma and 
asthma self-management.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
3) Duluth Public Schools Endowment Fund - DAPE Grant

Leigh Ann Viche, ISD 709 DAPE teacher, has submitted a grant application to the 
Duluth Public School Endowment Fund in the amount of $500. If awarded, funds 
from this grant will be used to purchase projector equipment for Duluth Public 
Schools' gymnasiums. There are currently no Smartboards or projectors in our 
gyms. 

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.

C. Regulations - NONE
D. Other Informational Items

1) Externally Sponsored Trip Request

Jon Flaa, Lee Kruger, and Kim Kruger, Duluth East High School, will 
travel to Italy and Greece from April 1 - 9, 2017, with a group of Duluth 
Public Schools students as an externally sponsored event. The 
Acknowledgement That The Trip Is Not Sponsored By The School 
District forms have been completed, signed and submitted to the Office 
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of the Assistant Superintendent by the parent(s)/guardian(s) of all 
traveling students along with the Externally Sponsored Trip form signed 
by Danette Seboe, Duluth East High School Principal.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept this item 
as informational.

2. Action Items
A. Presentation Items Requiring Approval

1) Resolution of Concurrence and Non-Concurrence 2016-17

Edye Howes, American Indian Education Coordinator, presented the 
Resolution of Concurrence and Non-Concurrence Report for review and 
approval. The Resolution of Concurrence and Non-Concurrence is 
submitted to the Minnesota Department of Education on behalf of the 
Duluth Public Schools American Indian Education Programs Parent 
Advisory Committee.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and 
approve the above item.

B. Policies - NONE
C. Grant Awards

1) Resolution E-03-17-3435 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth 
Public Schools

Attached is Resolution E-03-17-3435 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to 
Duluth Public Schools, to accept and approve the grant awards from the 
following organizations:

Minnesota Department of Health

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and 
approve Resolution 03-17-3435 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth Public 
Schools.

D. Extended Field Trip Requests
1) Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center - Congdon Park 
Elementary

Fourth grade students from Congdon Park Elementary School will be 
traveling to the Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center in Finland, 
Minnesota from March 29 - 31, 2017.  This trip will provide students 
with an experiential learning opportunity, which will help them meet 
the Minnesota state standards in Science, Social Studies, and Physical 
Education, develop teamwork skills, and provide a chance for personal 
growth.  The total cost of the trip is $15,622 and will be financed 
through fund raising activities and student and chaperon fees.
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Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and 
approve the above Extended Field Trip Request.
2) SkillsUSA Conference and Competition - Culinary Arts

Duluth Public Schools Culinary Arts students will travel to the 
SkillsUSA Conference and Competition in Bloomington, MN from 
March 31 - April 2, 2017. During this event, students will compete with 
other students in the Culinary Competitions. Contestants will 
demonstrate their knowledge and skills through the production of a four 
course menu in a full day of competition. Through competition, the 
students will put into practice the curriculum that has been taught in the 
Culinary Arts program in the Duluth Public Schools. This competition 
also offers opportunities for scholarships for the winners.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and 
approve the above listed Extended Field Trip Request.
3) Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center - Lowell Elementary

Fourth grade students from Lowell Elementary will travel to to Wolf 
Ridge Environmental Learning Center in Finland, Minnesota from April 
26 - 28, 2017. During this event, students will participate in classes lead 
by environmental educators both indoors and out. These classes focused 
on Minnesota Science Standards, team building and building positive 
self confidence. The total cost of the trip is $8,100 and will be financed 
through fund raising activities and student and chaperon fees.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and 
approve the above Extended Field Trip Request.

E. Diploma Requests

The following students have met all graduation requirements for the Duluth 
Public Schools and should be awarded a Diploma:

Terent Deville Talbert - February 17, 2017
Natasha Marie Lindberg - February 28, 2017
Mason Patrick Linn - March 2, 2017
Nathan Andrés Krutzig - March 10, 2017
Wyatt William Page - March 10, 2017

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and approve 
the above item.
F. Data Sharing Agreements - NONE
G. Other Action Items - NONE

3. Future Items
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Language Immersion Update
Families in Transition Program Update
Policy Updates
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Assistant Superintendent Report to the Board 
March 2017 

 

The following outlines district leadership efforts to support teaching and learning across ISD 709. 

Site Visits 

Laura MacArthur 
Myers-Wilkins 
Ordean East  

Continuous Improvement Teams 

Members of  Continuous Improvement Teams met on March 2nd for the 3rd time this school year. Each 
session has been focused on school improvement processes. We have been collaborating with the 
Regional Center of Excellence from MDE to build the agendas for each training.  Our focus has been to 
build instructional leadership capacity among teacher leaders.  Teams recently learned how to conduct a 
comprehensive needs assessment. The last session focused on how to use data to measure 
implementation of school initiatives as well as how to select data sources that measure whether student 
outcomes are positively impacted by school initiatives.  The feedback from these sessions has been very 
positive. Our last session is on May 3rd. 

Denfeld Support 

District leaders have been working with the Denfeld Continuous Improvement Team in recent months.  In 
the fall I participated in several CIT meetings at DHS as they began their CIT work.  In January and February 
we have been working more closely with the team to dig deeper into school improvement efforts.  The 
Regional Center of Excellence joined us during our February meeting.  We developed an action plan that 
outlines our next steps to review programs, review budget allocations and improve student outcomes.  Dr. 
Cary and I plan to meet with the team throughout the spring as part of this planning process. 

Secondary Registration Process 

Dr. Cary and I will be working with middle and high school principals to review student registration data. 
We will be working with the principals in the next month to determine number of sections for the courses 
we plan to offer at each campus.  Once this process is complete, school staff will begin the process for 
developing the master schedule and student schedules. 
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Healthy Northland 
Farm to School
Renee Willemsen, Farm to School Education Coordinator
renee@sproutingthebeans.com, 218-349-9897

Need for Healthy 
Northland Farm to School

● Diabetes, heart disease and cancer are among the 
most common and prevalent health problems facing 
our population today and yet are among the most 
preventable of all health issues.  Programs such as 
Healthy Northland Farm to School help establish 
healthy habits at an early age.

● Through a District Health Index Assessment, 
Nutrition Education, including personnel and 
funding, has been identified as a gap. Farm to School 
helps fulfill that gap area

Need for Healthy 
Northland Farm to School

● Farm to School connects schools and local farms 
with the objectives of serving more healthful meals 
in school cafeterias; improving student nutrition; 
providing agriculture, health and nutrition 
education along with cross-subject integration 
opportunities; and supporting local and regional 
farmers and producers (Center for Nutrition). 

Healthy Northland 
Farm to School

● In December 2014, a $100,000 United States Department 
of Agriculture Farm to School grant was awarded to the 
Carlton-Cook-Lake-St. Louis Community Health Board, 
Lake Superior District), ISD Duluth District and Wolf 
Ridge Environmental Learning Center. The partners of 
Healthy Northland Farm to School also secured a 
$34,000 Victory Fund grant in the Spring 2015, which 
provided training sessions for Cafeteria Staff & Student 
Tastings. 

● Together these projects have built valuable relationships 
in – Cafeterias, Classrooms and Community 7



Cafeteria

● From October 2015 - December 2016, Close to 2500 
pounds of additional local produce was procured 
for Farm to School food service cooking classes, 
tastings and new menu offerings.  1300 pounds of 
produce was harvested June – October 2016 from 5 
Duluth District School gardens and served in 
school cafeterias, used in tastings, food service 
training and class projects.

● Minnesota Thursday Meal began December 2017, 
featuring locally produced and sourced food the 
second Thursday of each month in school cafeterias. 

Cafeteria

● Industrial Salad Spinners and Scales were 
purchased for Congdon Park Elementary, 
Myers-Wilkins Elementary, Lincoln Park Middle, 
Ordean East Middle and East High Schools through 
their involvement with the USDA Farm to School 
Grant.

● Secured $28,000 for baking & cooking equipment 
for all Duluth District schools through a Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture grant.  

CAFETERIA TRAINING

● 225 hours of hands-on training for food service staff 
& 65 seasonal-based recipes taught, providing a 
bridge for local procurement efforts while giving 
Cafeteria Staff skills to efficiently prepare and serve 
more Minnesota & Regional food. 

CAFETERIA TRAINING
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SCHOOL TASTINGS

● Over 7,500 Duluth District students crunched into 
local apples as part of the Great Lakes Great Apple 
Crunch during National Farm to School Month, 
October 2016. 

● Over 5,000 students tasted local food samples and 
cast their votes. The majority of votes indicated 
"Serve again!  

SCHOOL TASTINGS

SCHOOL TASTINGS

CLASSROOM GARDEN 
INTEGRATION

9



WHY GARDENS?

Students learn cross-curricular content from sciences to the 
arts through hands on learning.   Students also gain an 
understanding of nutrition and healthy lifestyles.

Research Shows School Gardens Provide:

● Experiential, cross-curricular outdoor learning for students 
and opportunities for community collaborations.

● Garden programs are living laboratories and enhance 
academic achievement.

● Children who grow their own food are more likely to eat fresh 
fruits & vegetables and express a preference for these foods.

● Our bodies need nature to restore.

TOMATO MAN

● TOMATO MAN STARTED BY RAY PICCANATO

● PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN EAST HIGH & 
CONGDON - CONTINUE THE LEGACY OF 
EDUCATING & DISTRIBUTING TOMATOES

KINDERGARTEN

Science
● Life Science: Identify the external parts of a 

variety of plants; Differentiate between living & 
non-living; Observe a natural system

● Nature of Science: When asked “How do you 
know?,” students support with Accurate 
Observations

Math
● Number & Operation: Count
● Geometry & Measurement: Use measurable 

attributes such as length & weight

KINDERGARTEN

● KINDERGARTEN 1.5 MILE WALKING FIELD 
TRIP TO EAST HIGH IN APRIL

● KINDERGARTNERS LEARN HOW SEEDS GROW 
AND PLANT SEEDS
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TOMATO SEED 
PLANTING

MAY TOMATO 
TRANSPLANTING

SUMMER JOURNALING

● OBSERVATIONS

● DATA COLLECTION

● ILLUSTRATING

1ST GRADE

Science
● Practice of Science: Investigate the natural world through evidence, 

communication and comparison – Observations, Comparisons, 
Tools

● Life Science: Plants & Animals undergo a series of orderly changes 
during their life cycle

● Earth & Space Science: Describe similarities & differences between 
soil and rocks. Soil Test

Math
● Number & Operation: Count Objects & Real World Problems
●  Number & Operation: Use counting and comparison skills to create 

and analyze bar graphs and tally charts
● Geometry & Measurement: Measure the length of an object 

Health
● List a variety of healthy and unhealthy foods and their effects on 

the body.
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1st Grade CLASSROOM & 
JOURNAL ACTIVITES

● OBSERVATIONS & DATA 
CHARTS, GRAPHS, TIMELINES

FINDING TOMATOES 
IN SCHOOL GARDEN

1ST GRADE HARVEST SALSA PARTY
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Construction Technology 

● Built Congdon & Lincoln’s garden shed & building 
Ordean’s greenhouse

● Assisted with the construction of hand & produce 
washing stations for 7 schools

East Culinary Program

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY

● Over 600 hours dedicated to Farm to School Garden 
Activities by Master Gardeners, Farmers, Duluth 
Community Garden, Landscape Architects, Public & 
Environmental Health, and other Community 
Members. 

● $90,500 Funds Leveraged
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7TH GRADE FOOD & 
FARMING FIELD TRIP

LINCOLN PARK & ORDEAN EAST 7TH GRADE 
LIFE SCIENCE STUDENTS INVESTIGATE: 

SUSTAINABLE FARMING & ITS IMPACT ON 
HEALTH, THE ENVIRONMENT, LOCAL 
ECONOMY

UMD SAP FARM – SCIENCE OF GROWING FOOD

Students rotate through six interactive hands-on 
stations: soil health, land cultivation, composting, 

planting, harvesting, pollination and local food 

UMD SAP FARM VISIT

UMD SAP FARM VISIT ACTIVE SCHOOLS

● A $1500 Action for Healthy Kids Grant supported 
active recess along with school garden programming in 
the Spring & Fall of 2016 at Lincoln Park Middle 
School. Essentia Health Volunteers, the Statewide 
Health Improvement Duluth Coordinator, SNAP-Ed 
Coordinator along with Farm to School Education 
Coordinator helped facilitate & support the garden 
programming. 

● 8th Grade Family & Consumer Science Students rotated 
through 4 garden stations. Each team picked a vegetable 
from the school garden and researched when to plant, 
harvest and the nutritional value and cooked 2 recipes. 
201 Pounds Harvested 
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FAMILY & CONSUMER 
SCIENCES

FAMILY & CONSUMER 
SCIENCES

●  Each team picked a vegetable from the school garden 
and researched when to plant, harvest and the 
nutritional value and cooked 2 recipes.  

● 20 Recipes with School Garden Produce Cooked by 
FACS Students

WIN – WHAT I NEED

● ORDEAN EAST - COLLABORATION WITH UMD 
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION: SCIENCE 
INVESTIGATIONS, HARVESTING, PLANNING

ONE VEGETABLE, 
ONE COMMUNITY 

● GREAT WAY TO TIE GARDEN INTO 
STANDARDS CENTERED AROUND A THEME

● POTATO 2015 VEGETABLE OF THE YEAR 
CARROT 2016 VEGETABLE OF THE YEAR
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Summer Programs

Myers-Wilkins Compass & Girl Power

Summer Programs

      Congdon Key Zone

Summer Programs

 Lincoln Park Science Club 
                                 YMCA SUPPORT

SUSTAINING FARM TO 
SCHOOL 

● More than 5,000 students in Duluth District impacted by 
the Healthy Northland Farm to School Program in last 
year via tastings, lessons & field trips

● Relationships and systems have been developed and 
tremendous amount of successes achieved

● Leverage initiatives with Duluth’s Statewide Health 
Improvement Program Coordinator and sit on District 
Wellness Committee

● Continue seeking community partnerships & resources 
for educators

16



Seventh graders at Ordean East Middle School in Duluth show off the produce from their 
garden in fall 2016 during Life Science Garden Days. Photo: Aaron Salmela

Healthy Northland Farm to School
Why Farm to 
School?

Farm to School programs 
make healthy choices easier 
and accessible for all students 
by getting more local fruits and 
vegetables into school cafeterias. 
It works - the programs have 
been shown to increase the 
number of fruits and vegetables 
kids eat by one daily serving.1

Farm to School starts on the 
lunch tray, but students also 
learn about where their food 
comes from by visiting farms 
and tending school gardens. 
Agriculture shows up in the 
classroom in a wide range of 
subjects and schools keep money 
in the local economy, supporting 
farmers and producers.

This work is more important 
today than it’s ever been. Over 
the past three decades, childhood 
obesity rates in America have 
tripled, and today, nearly one in 
three children in America are 
overweight or obese. If trends 
continue, one-third of all children 
born in 2000 or later will suffer 
from diabetes at some point in 
their lives. The increase in obesity 
is tied to unhealthier eating and 
less physical activity. 2 

Northeastern Minnesota is 
no exception - according the the 
2016 Minnesota Student Survey,  
ten percent of ninth-graders in 

The best Farm to 
School programs 
incorporate the "3 Cs"

Cafeteria
Classroom
Community

Minnesota are obese, a number that increased a percentage point in 
the last three years.3 53 percent of fifth-grade girls in Northeastern 
Minnesota reported not eating the recommended servings of fruit 
in the previous week, and 61 percent didn’t eat enough vegetables.4 
These trends show up across all age groups surveyed. 

In December 2014, the Carlton-Cook-Lake-St. Louis Community 
Health Board received a $100,000 grant from the United States 
Department of Agriculture, and just a few months later, a $34,000 
grant was awarded by the Victory Fund. The grants supported Healthy 
Northland Farm to School initiatives in Duluth and Lake County in 
Northeastern Minnesota.
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1,725 students were directly impacted 
by Farm to School efforts in Duluth

At schools across Duluth, from elementary to senior 
high, students reaped the benefits of the Farm to School 
program.

 Teachers found creative ways across the city to use 
the school gardens in their lesson plans. Students learned 
about traditional American Indian garden methods, 
studied the intricate details of the blossoming plants 
and drew them in art class and tapped their math and 
construction skills to help build hoop houses. Family 
and consumer science classes harvested produce to use in 
the kitchen. The growing gardens also proved useful for 
hands-on biology and life science lessons.

Students even spent time after school in the gardens, 
forming garden clubs to care for the plants during the 
summer growing season.

in  the classroom

Planting the school garden is a school-
wide project at Congdon Park Elementary. 
When planting the 2016 garden, classes 
signed up for half hour sessions and 
rotated through four stations: planting, 
mosaic bench tiling, friend vs. foe garden 
plants and mulching.  

Each grade also took on a special 
project. Kindergartners and first graders 
were paired with East High School 
students for the Tomato Man Project. 
Third graders learned about the American 
Indian tradition of planting corn, beans 
and squash together, also known as Three 
Sister companion gardening. The fourth 
graders built hoop houses and helped 
design the garden, using variable analysis 
and math skills. Fifth graders worked on 
seed saving, experimented with growing 
methods and cooked and served a feast 
using the Three Sisters crops. 

Gardening at Congdon Park Elementary

Kindergartners at Congdon Park Elementary planting 
tomatoes with East High School students. Photo: Renee 
Willemsen

"I learned that the Ojibwe used companion 
gardening when growing Three Sisters 
gardens,"  said a Congdon Elementary 

student. "They stored everything and it helped 
them get through the winters. The Three Sisters 

stew we made was phenomenal."

Fifth-graders at Congdon Elementary work on their "Three Sisters" feast in their 
school's kitchen. They used traditional American Indian companion gardening 
to grow the crops, and then cooked a stew from the harvest. Photo: Renee 
Willemsen
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225 hours of training for school kitchen staff

in  the cafeteria

•	 Thirty-five percent more local food was 
purchased in the 2015-2016 school year 
compared to the previous year, thanks to the 
USDA grant. In addition, 1,300 pounds of 
produce were harvested from school gardens.

•	 Duluth schools started serving Minnesota 
Thursday meals, sourcing all the food for one 
meal per month from Minnesota. 

•	 More than 5,000 students got to test taste 
and vote on new recipes, and food service staff 
gave input on menu changes. Staff learned new 
techniques for processing fresh produce at an 
industrial level, and tried out 43 new recipes.

•	 More than 7,500 students participated in an 
Apple Crunch celebrating National Farm to 
School Month.

A staff member in a Duluth school, above, shows off the new salad 
spinner in the school's kitchen. The spinners, purchased through the 
USDA grant, make preparing lettuce for the entire school easier and 
quicker. An East High School student,  bottom left, votes to keep a 
new recipe on the menu. Througout the Farm to School program, 
cafeteria staff would try out new recipes and give students the chance 
to test taste and vote on whether they liked them or not. Photos: Renee 
Willemsen

Through the Victory Fund grant, the Healthy 
Northland Farm to School team conducted 
nine food service trainings, led by Arlene Coco, 
a local culinary expert. She will be publishing 
a free e-book of the recipes developed for the 
trainings. Here's one of the recipes:
Autumn Tomato and Corn Salad 
6 Servings
Preparation: 25 minutes

•	 1 pound corn kernels, fresh or frozen
•	 3 large tomatoes, diced
•	 1/2 cup mozzarella cheese, shredded
•	 1/4 cup fresh basil, chopped
•	 1/4 cup olive oil
•	 2 tablespoons lemon juice
•	 salt and pepper to taste

In a large bowl, toss together the corn, tomatoes, 
cheese, basil, lemon juice, vinegar, salt and 
pepper. Chill until serving.

"What I liked best about the training is 
learning new recipes and working with 
people from other schools," said one of 

the cafeteria managers who participated 
in a training. "New experiences are 

always useful."
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$90,500 Funds leveraged

in the community
"I liked picking squash the best," Sheway 
Jimenez, a seventh grader on a field trip 
to a local farm, told the Duluth Budgeteer 

newspaper. "I've never picked one 
before."

Volunteers worked more than 600 hours 
throughout the duration of the grant to help the 
program succeed. In the fall of 2016, Essentia 
Health volunteers worked with the Statewide 
Health Improvement Partnership (SHIP), 
SNAP-Ed and Farm to School to help eighth 
graders at Lincoln Park Middle Scohool harvest 
produce from their school garden. Students then 
cooked recipes and created posters featuring 
the harvested produce. The strong 
partnership with SHIP has also been 
instrumental with Farm to School Tastings in 
School Cafeterias & Classrooms.

The community played a huge role in student 
field trips as well, with farmers allowing students to 
visit their land and adult volunteers accompanying 
to help the students learn. Duluth students 
visited the University of Minnesota - Duluth's 
Sustainable Agriculture Project, rotating through 
stations to learn about the different pieces of 
farming. The UMD farm produces 50,000 pounds 
of food annually for the school's dining services.

"The farm is where education and operations 
come together, creating a sustainable evolution of 
ideas and action," Randel Hanson, Director of the 
project, told WDIO TV in Duluth. "In UMD's 
land lab, students see practically the entire food 
cycle, first hand. Students get to learn about how 
to work with nature to get what we need - food - 
in ways that don't harm nature."

An Essentia Health volunteer helps Lincoln Park Middle School 
students harvest produce from their school garden. Community 
partnerships are an essential part of Farm to School. Photo: Renee 
Willemsen

1: http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/hpcd/chp/cdrr/nutrition/FTS/aboutFTS.html
2: http://www.letsmove.gov/learn-facts/epidemic-childhood-obesity
3: http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/chs/mss/Health-related_fact_sheet_MSS_2016_10-31-16.pdf
4: http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/chs/mss/regionaltables/northeast16.pdf

Healthy Northland Farm to School
Learn more:
www.healthynorthland.org, 218-733-2860
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NEED FOR HEALTHY NORTHLAND FARM TO SCHOOL PROGRAMMING: 
 

 The 2016 Bridge to Health Survey identified the top health issues to be Obesity 
including Lack of Opportunities for Physical Movement and Access to Healthy Foods. 

 Diabetes, heart disease and cancer are among the most common and prevalent health 
problems facing our population today but are most preventable of all health issues.   

 Programs such as Healthy Northland Farm to School help establish healthy lifelong 
habits at an early age, and fulfill Nutrition Education gaps that have been identified in 
District Health Index Assessments. Participation in Farm to School programs better 
positions districts for USDA and other grant funding opportunities. 

 
Farm to School connects schools and local farms with the objectives of serving more 
healthful meals in school cafeterias; improving student nutrition; providing agriculture, health 
and nutrition education along with cross-subject integration opportunities; and supporting 
local and regional farmers and producers (Center for Nutrition). 
 
In December 2014, a $100,000 United States Department of Agriculture Farm to School grant 
was awarded to the Carlton-Cook-Lake-St. Louis Community Health Board, Lake Superior 
District), ISD Duluth District and Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center. The partners of 
Healthy Northland Farm to School also secured a $34,000 Victory Fund grant in the Spring 
2015, which provided training sessions for Cafeteria Staff & Student Tastings. Together these 
projects have built valuable relationships in – Cafeterias, Classrooms and Community  

 
CAFETERIA 
 

 From October 2015 - December 2016, Close to 2500 pounds of additional local 
produce was procured for Farm to School food service cooking classes, tastings and 
new menu offerings.  1300 pounds of produce was harvested June – October 2016 
from 5 Duluth District School gardens and served in school cafeterias, used in 
tastings, food service training and class projects. 
 

 A dedicated Minnesota Thursday Meal began December 2017, featuring locally 
produced and sourced food the second Thursday of each month in school cafeterias.  

 
 Industrial Salad Spinners and Scales were purchased for Congdon Park 

Elementary, Myers-Wilkins Elementary, Lincoln Park Middle, Ordean East Middle and 
East High Schools through their involvement with the USDA Farm to School Grant. 

 
 Secured $28,000 for baking & cooking equipment for all Duluth District schools 

through a Minnesota Department of Agriculture grant.  
 

 225 hours of hands-on training for food service staff & 65 seasonal-based recipes 
taught, providing a bridge for local procurement efforts while giving Cafeteria Staff 
skills to efficiently prepare and serve more Minnesota & Regional food.  

 
 Over 7,500 Duluth District students crunched into local apples as part of the 

Great Lakes Great Apple Crunch during National Farm to School Month, October 
2016. Over 5,000 students tasted local food samples and cast their votes. The 
majority of votes indicated "Serve again!   
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CLASSROOM: Cross-Curricular, Hands-On Learning 
 
Myers-Wilkins Elementary offered a Spring Garden Club, 2nd grade New Plant Unit and 
worked with Compass Garden Program Summer and Fall 2016. 100 students impacted, 
which will increase with a new hydroponic and microgreens grant that was secured through 
the Duluth Foundation. 
 
Congdon Park Elementary: 2016 school-wide garden planting. Grade level projects include 
K-1 Tomato Man Project in partnership with East High, 2nd grade New Plant Unit, 3rd grade 
Three Sisters Companion Gardening & Root Vegetables, 4th Grade Hoop Houses for season 
extension & garden design using variable analysis; 5th grade Seed Saving, Growing Method 
Experiments in Science & Three Sisters Feast. 200 pounds harvested & 550 students.  
 
Ordean East Middle School: Social Studies Victory Garden, Science Experiments, Spring 
Garden Event, Summer Garden Club, Weekly Garden WIN (What I Need) Sessions, 2 
Garden Life-Science Days. Squash grown was stored and used for Food Service classes as 
well as a tasting at the school. 468 Pounds Harvested, 600 students impacted. 
 
Lincoln Park Middle School: 2 sections of Science Club Summer 2016; students met once 
a week for 2 hours. Increased Family & Consumer Sciences (FACS) involvement with 
garden. Lincoln FACS students cooked over 20 recipes using school harvest. 7th grade Life 
Science Farm Field Trip. Art projects. 400+ pounds harvested & 450 students impacted. 
 
-East High Special Education students harvest & cook with garden produce along with 
Culinary Students. The Culinary Students incorporated garden produce into Food For 
Thought Restaurant, as well as at several district events. East High Construction students 
built 2 School Garden Sheds, 6 Produce/Handwashing Stations and are currently building a 
Greenhouse. Plant Science Students started several plants in the school greenhouse. 2015-
2017 One Vegetable, One Community Poster Design. 214 pounds harvested,100 students.  
 
COMMUNITY 
Over 600 hours dedicated to Farm to School Garden Activities by Master Gardeners, 
Farmers, Duluth Community Garden, Landscape Architects, Public & Environmental Health, 
and other Community Members. $90,500 Funds Leveraged 
 
A $1500 Action for Healthy Kids Grant supported active recess along with school 
garden programming in the Spring & Fall of 2016 at Lincoln Park Middle School. Essentia 
Health Volunteers, the Statewide Health Improvement Duluth Coordinator, SNAP-Ed 
Coordinator along with Farm to School Education Coordinator helped facilitate & support the 
garden programming. 8th Grade Family & Consumer Science Students rotated through 4 
garden stations. Each team picked a vegetable from the school garden and researched when 
to plant, harvest and the nutritional value and cooked 2 recipes. 201 Pounds Harvested  
 
Successful implementation of the Local Food & Farming Field-Trip for 7th Grade Life 
Science Students to UMD’s Sustainable Agriculture Farm. A classroom investigation of 
Sustainable Farming and its impact on Health, Economy & Environment proceeded the farm 
field trip. Students rotate through six interactive hands-on stations: soil health, land 
cultivation, composting, planting, harvesting, pollination and local food. 625 students 
impacted at both Lincoln Park & Ordean East Middle Schools. 
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Duluth Public Schools 
2015-2016 Graduation Rates 

Tawnyea Lake, PhD 
Director of Assessment and Evaluation 

 
Final (Revised): 03/14/2017 
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Graduation Rate 
Definition 

 

▫ The Four-Year, On-Time Graduation Rate is based on a cohort of first time 
ninth grade students plus transfers into the cohort within the four year 
period minus transfers out of the cohort within the four year period. 

 

▫ Care/treatment/correctional facilities are not included in the district 
rates 

 

▫ Two care/treatment/correctional facilities are reportable  
▫ Woodland Hills Academy Four-Year On-Time Graduation Rate = 42.86% (28 students in cohort) 

▫ Arrowhead Juvenile Center Four-Year On-Time Graduation Rate = 7.14% (28 students in cohort) 

 

▫ 10 or more students needed in a cohort for public reporting 

Final (Revised): 03/14/2017 
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Four-Year On-Time Graduation Rates  
Over Time, By Student Group, District 

 2009-2010 2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 

All Students 78.66 78.3 74.94 78.55 74.84 77.45 74.1 (813*) 

American Indian 42.86 39.53 46.51 32.5 48.84 32.0 36.5 (52*) 

Asian 85.0 87.5 90.91 89.47 66.67 94.44 75.0 (20*) 

Hispanic 64.29 76.47 57.14 85.71 57.89 73.33 73.3 (15*) 

Black 40.0 48.08 58.62 47.27 45.83 47.17 45.8 (59*) 

White 82.61 82.5 77.78 83.03 79.56 81.44 79.5 (667*) 

Special Education 42.97 52.78 46.15 50.48 44.92 52.44 46.1 (102*) 

Free/Reduced 
Lunch 

57.05 58.59 55.38 57.56 53.9 56.44 52.4 (275*) 

Male 75.3 75.66 75.0 75.06 68.56 76.86 70.5 (383*) 

Female 82.59 81.15 74.88 82.35 81.27 78.1 77.2 (430*) 

* = Total in cohort (includes the following codes: graduate, dropout, continuing, unknown) Final (Revised): 03/14/2017 
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Four Year On-Time Graduation Rates  
Over Time, By Student Group, By School 

2009-2010 2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 

All Students Denfeld 85.53 88.58 83.74 84.59 78.74 75.32 76.1 (234*) 

East 91.67 92.31 89.89 91.94 91.52 94.47 94.4 (390*) 

ALC 13.08 12.07 24.67 19.83 14.63 29.27 30.1 (183*) 

American Indian Denfeld 65.22 66.67 64.29 77.78 30.0 47.6 (21*) 

East 72.73 

ALC 5.56 14.29 5.0 13.6 (22*) 

Asian Denfeld 90.0 

East 100 100 100 

ALC 

Hispanic Denfeld 

East 

ALC 

Black Denfeld 76.0 63.16 70.0 57.89 64.71 52.4 (21*) 

East 85.71 76.92 78.57 64.71 77.8 (18*) 

ALC 25.0 9.52 15.79 10.0 (20) 

White Denfeld 86.05 91.18 85.97 86.77 81.64 78.31 82.1 (179*) 

East 92.03 92.18 90.55 92.56 92.53 95.94 96.0 (350*) 

ALC 19.18 14.67 26.09 24.0 18.75 32.58 34.6 (133*) 

Special Education Denfeld 57.14 65.52 52.83 56.67 52.54 44.64 32.0 (50*) 

East 76.19 62.96 69.7 64.29 57.89 74.36 70.4 (27*) 

ALC 12.5 9.09 20.51 5.88 26.67 48.0 (25*) 

Free/Reduced Price Lunch Denfeld 78.64 78.31 69.78 74.22 70.16 60.61 65.1 (106*) 

East 85.0 85.71 81.69 79.55 75.56 84.71 81.5 (65*) 

ALC 9.76 10.0 20.2 15.22 11.7 22.35 22.0 ( ) 

Male Denfeld 80.36 85.27 84.02 77.16 71.31 71.43 67.8 (115*) 

East 89.27 92.31 89.39 89.91 87.18 95.83 90.8 (173*) 

ALC 13.04 14.29 21.62 21.31 12.86 30.16 37.6 (93*) 

Female Denfeld 90.24 89.02 83.44 93.01 85.61 80.61 84.0 (119*) 

East 94.56 95.95 90.45 94.12 95.88 93.09 97.2 (217*) 

ALC 13.16 10.0 27.63 18.33 16.98 28.33 22.2 (90*) 

* = Total in cohort (includes the following codes: graduate, dropout, continuing, unknown) 
 

Final (Revised): 03/14/2017 
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District Four-Year History  
by End Code 
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District Graduation Rates 
Five-Year History 
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District Graduation Rate  
By Cohort, Tracked Over Time 

Cohort 
Year 

Graduated in 
Four Years 

Graduated in 
Five Years 

Graduated in 
Six Years 

2010-2011 78.3 79.2 79.9 

2011-2012 74.9 77.0 78.9 

2012-2013 78.6 79.8 81.6 

2013-2014 74.8 78.2 80.1 

2014-2015 77.5 81.2 TBD 

2015-2016 74.1 TBD TBD 

Final (Revised): 03/14/2017 
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Questions 

 

Tawnyea Lake, PhD 
Director of Assessment and Evaluation 

tawnyea.bolme-lake@isd709.org 
218.336-8700 x1039 

 
References 

 
Minnesota Report Card: http://rc.education.state.mn.us/ 

MDE Website: Data Center > Data and Analytics > Students > Graduation Rates 

 
 

 
Final (Revised): 03/14/2017 
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Check and Connect

Implementation at Denfeld High School and Across 
Our District

31



Implementation 

-Two full-time Check & Connect mentors on staff (Paraprofessional II) 

-.5 FTE Project Coordinator

-Implementation tool: Check & Connect Manual: Implementing with Fidelity. 
(http://checkandconnect.umn.edu/manual/default.html)

-Manual works with check data to guide mentors to the correct and appropriate 
intervention based on areas of high or low risk 
(http://checkandconnect.umn.edu/docs/Form_MonitoringSheet_HighSchool.pd
f

32
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Who we serve at Denfeld

-(48) Special Education students who identify as either American Indian, 
African American or both on Infinite Campus.

-School effectiveness indicators such as attendance rates, behavioral incidents, 
and/or Grade Point Average (GPA of 2.5 or lower or failing more than one class) 
were utilized to identify students that could benefit from this relationship .

33



Training 

-Comprehensive Implementation- A two day training for both administration 
and C&C mentors (Integration Specialists, American Indian Home School 
Liaisons, Teachers, School Counselors, School Social Workers)

-Held On- Site December 12th & 13th, 2016. 

-20 participants

-Goal of (2) trainings a year and engaging staff throughout the district

-Provided by University of Minnesota - Twin Cities Campus staff member

34



Research Sample - Minneapolis PS

-94 students in Special Education who had received Check and Connect for two 
years in a middle school were randomly assigned to intervention and control 
groups upon entrance to 9th grade.

-By the end of 9th grade, intervention group students were significantly more 
likely than the control group students to be enrolled in school (91% vs. 70%), to 
have persisted in school with no periods of 15-day absences (85% to 64%), and 
to be on track to graduate within five years (68% vs. 29%) (Sinclair et al., 1998).
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Moving Forward

-Continue implementing with fidelity with current students.

-Serve new cohort of 9th graders next year and returning students

-Continue to check and connect with students on site and across the district 

-Build on training momentum started by American Indian Education and 
Education Equity departments in our district  (all staff in both departments 
were trained in Check and Connect strategies over the past 5 years)
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Resolution E-3-17-3435        March 21, 2017 

RESOLUTION 

Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth Public Schools 

 WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 465.03 requires a school district to accept grants by resolution 

expressed in the terms prescribed by the donor in full; and, 

 WHEREAS, acceptance of the grant in accordance with the donor’s terms is in the best interest of 

the Duluth Public Schools: 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Duluth Public Schools does accept the below-

described grant from said organization in accordance with the terms set forth herein. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Duluth Public Schools wishes to extend its grateful 

appreciation to this organization. 

Organization Author/Contact Project Title Award Amount Terms 

Minnesota 
Department of 

Health 
Kelly Piette 

Asthma Friendly 
Schools Mini-

Grant Program 
$1,500 

Funds from this grant will support 
event(s) for students or student and 
parents to learn about asthma and 
asthma self-management. 
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P R O T E C T I N G ,  M A I N T A I N I N G  A N D  I M P R O V I N G  T H E  H E A L T H  O F  A L L  M I N N E S O T A N S  

 

An equal opportunity employer. 

 

February 6, 2017 
 
Duluth School District#709 
Myers-Wilkins Elementary 
Attn: Kelly Piette 
1027 N. 8th Ave. East 
Duluth, MN 55805  
 
Dear Kelly, 
 
Thank you for your application to the Asthma Friendly Schools Mini-Grant Program offered by the Minnesota 
Department of Health’s Asthma Program.  We are pleased to inform you that your application has been 
approved for funding Option C. Partnering with Parents and Caregivers 
- Event for students or students and parents to learn about asthma and asthma self-management.  
We look forward to working with you on this project and are happy to provide any technical assistance you may 
need. 
 
Based on your revised application and budget, the agreed upon funding amount is $1500. We look forward to 
working with you on this project and are happy to provide any technical assistance you may need.   
 
Funding for these mini-grants is provided through a collaboration of the Minnesota Department of Health with 
funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the American Lung Association in Minnesota. 
We would like to talk with Sheila Stevens regarding invoicing and the process to transfer the grant funds. I 
believe we agreed invoicing will be done upon completion of your grant requirements which include an 
outcomes report and brief phone interview once your activities are completed. I have cc’d Sheila Steven on this 
award notification letter.  Congratulations on the success of your application.  
 
Sincerely,  

                                             
Susan K. Ross, RN, AE-C          Jill Heins Nesvold, MS 
MDH Asthma Program           Senior Regional Director 
Center for Health Promotion         Lung Health and Indoor Air Quality    
Chronic Disease & Environmental Epidemiology    American Lung Association of the Upper Midwest 
PO Box 64882             490 Concordia Avenue       
St. Paul, MN 55164-0882          St. Paul, MN 55103 
651-201-5629             651-223-9578 
Susan.Ross@state.mn.us          Jill.Heins@Lung.Org  
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	Agenda
	1. Informational Items - These items are provided for informational purposes only and no action is required.
	A. Informational Presentations
	1) Assistant Superintendent's Report



As part of her monthly report, Assistant Superintendent Amy Starzecki highlighted efforts in teaching and learning across ISD 709. Updates were shared regarding implementation of District initiatives to support teaching and learning.
	March 2017 Asst Supt Report to the Board

	2) Farm to School Program Update



With the culmination of the USDA Farm to School Grant in December 2016, and the recent support of Essentia Health to carry forward Farm to School efforts, Renee Willemsen, Healthy Northland Farm to School Education Coordinator, provided a project update to share the many ways that Farm to School is benefiting student health while providing cross-discipline learning opportunities.
	F2S School Board Presentation
	F2S Fact Sheet
	F2S Successes Duluth School Board

	3) 2015-16 Graduation Data and Check and Connect Program Update



Dr. Tawnyea Lake, Director of Assessment, Evaluation and Performance, presented information on the 2015-16 Graduation Rates for the Duluth Public Schools, which was released by the Minnesota Department of Education in February 2017. Mike Meyer, Check and Connect Program Coordinator, Jason Crane, Special Services Director, William Howes, Office of Education Equity Coordinator, Edye Howes, American Indian Education Coordinator, and Tonya Sconiers, Denfeld High School Principal, presented information on the work they have done with regard to the 5 year grant from the Minnesota Department of Education to implement the Check and Connect program.
	Graduation Rates Over Time March 2017
	Check &amp; Connect Presentation


	B. Grant Applications
	1) Duluth Public Schools Endowment Fund - Early Childhood Outdoors Grant



Laurie Melby, Myers-Wilkins Head Start, has submitted a grant application to the Duluth Public Schools Endowment Fund in the amount of $1,980. Early Childhood Outdoors project is designed to provide winter outdoor gear in order to make winter outdoor education possible for young children. This would be accomplished through the provision of snowsuits and winter boots for students to wear daily during outdoor education, exploration and play during winter months.
	2) Minnesota Department of Health - Asthma Friendly Schools Mini Grant



Kelly Piette, Myers-WIlkins Elementary, has submitted and received a grant in the amount of $1,500 from the Asthma Friendly Schools Mini Grant Program offered by the Minnesota Department of Health's Asthma Program. Funds from this grant will support an event for students or students and parents to learn about asthma and asthma self-management.
	3) Duluth Public Schools Endowment Fund - DAPE Grant



Leigh Ann Viche, ISD 709 DAPE teacher, has submitted a grant application to the Duluth Public School Endowment Fund in the amount of $500. If awarded, funds from this grant will be used to purchase projector equipment for Duluth Public Schools' gymnasiums. There are currently no Smartboards or projectors in our gyms.

	C. Regulations - NONE
	D. Other Informational Items
	1) Externally Sponsored Trip Request



Jon Flaa, Lee Kruger, and Kim Kruger, Duluth East High School, will travel to Italy and Greece from April 1 - 9, 2017, with a group of Duluth Public Schools students as an externally sponsored event. The Acknowledgement That The Trip Is Not Sponsored By The School District forms have been completed, signed and submitted to the Office of the Assistant Superintendent by the parent(s)/guardian(s) of all traveling students along with the Externally Sponsored Trip form signed by Danette Seboe, Duluth East High School Principal.
	Externally Sponsored Trip - Italy-Greece



	2. Action Items
	A. Presentation Items Requiring Approval
	1) Resolution of Concurrence and Non-Concurrence 2016-17



Edye Howes, American Indian Education Coordinator, presented the Resolution of Concurrence and Non-Concurrence Report for review and approval. The Resolution of Concurrence and Non-Concurrence is submitted to the Minnesota Department of Education on behalf of the Duluth Public Schools American Indian Education Programs Parent Advisory Committee.
	AIPAC Resolution


	B. Policies - NONE
	C. Grant Awards
	1) Resolution E-03-17-3435 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth Public Schools



Attached is Resolution E-03-17-3435 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth Public Schools, to accept and approve the grant awards from the following organizations:



Minnesota Department of Health
	RESOLUTION E-3-17-3435 - March 2017 Grant Awards
	MDH Grant Award Letter


	D. Extended Field Trip Requests
	1) Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center - Congdon Park Elementary



Fourth grade students from Congdon Park Elementary School will be traveling to the Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center in Finland, Minnesota from March 29 - 31, 2017.  This trip will provide students with an experiential learning opportunity, which will help them meet the Minnesota state standards in Science, Social Studies, and Physical Education, develop teamwork skills, and provide a chance for personal growth.  The total cost of the trip is $15,622 and will be financed through fund raising activities and student and chaperon fees.
	WR ELC - Congdon

	2) SkillsUSA Conference and Competition - Culinary Arts



Duluth Public Schools Culinary Arts students will travel to the SkillsUSA Conference and Competition in Bloomington, MN from March 31 - April 2, 2017. During this event, students will compete with other students in the Culinary Competitions. Contestants will demonstrate their knowledge and skills through the production of a four course menu in a full day of competition. Through competition, the students will put into practice the curriculum that has been taught in the Culinary Arts program in the Duluth Public Schools. This competition also offers opportunities for scholarships for the winners.
	Skills USA - Culinary Arts

	3) Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center - Lowell Elementary



Fourth grade students from Lowell Elementary will travel to to Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center in Finland, Minnesota from April 26 - 28, 2017. During this event, students will participate in classes lead by environmental educators both indoors and out. These classes focused on Minnesota Science Standards, team building and building positive self confidence. The total cost of the trip is $8,100 and will be financed through fund raising activities and student and chaperon fees.
	WR ELC - Lowell


	E. Diploma Requests



The following students have met all graduation requirements for the Duluth Public Schools and should be awarded a Diploma:



Terent Deville Talbert - February 17, 2017

Natasha Marie Lindberg - February 28, 2017

Mason Patrick Linn - March 2, 2017

Nathan Andrés Krutzig - March 10, 2017

Wyatt William Page - March 10, 2017
	Diploma Requests March 2017

	F. Data Sharing Agreements - NONE
	G. Other Action Items - NONE

	3. Future Items



Language Immersion Update

Families in Transition Program Update

Policy Updates

