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Education Committee - Regular School Board Meeting

Duluth Public Schools, ISD 709
Agenda

Tuesday, July 19, 2016
District Services Center
709 Portia Johnson Dr.

Duluth, MN 55811
6:30 PM

 
1. Informational Items - These items are provided for informational purposes only and 
no action is required.

A. Assistant Superintendent's Report

As part of her monthly report, Assistant Superintendent Amy Starzecki 
highlighted efforts in teaching and learning across ISD 709. Updates were 
shared regarding implementation of District initiatives to support teaching 
and learning.

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item as 
informational.
B. Informational Presentations

1) 2015-16 Annual Bullying Report and PBIS Training Update

Ron Lake, Climate Coordinator for Duluth Public Schools, presented a 
summary of the number of bullying reports submitted and the action 
taken to resolve reports. In addition, an update regarding the new 
schools entering into PBIS training and the training and activities of the 
current PBIS schools was shared.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
2) Training for Success with PLCs

Assistant Superintendent, Amy Starzecki, and Director of Curriculum 
and Instruction, Dr. Michael Cary, presented information regarding the 
upcoming Solution Tree PLC training in August 2016 and an update as 
to how this training relates to the District-wide Continuous 
Improvement Plan.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.

C. Grant Applications
1) Northland Foundation Thrive Initiative Grant - The First Year Program
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Jay Roesler, Director of Community Education and Early Childhood Programs, has 
submitted a grant application to the Northland Foundation Thrive Initiative in the 
amount of $5000.  If awarded, funds will be used to support mental health services 
(a clinician) for participants in the Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE) First 
Year Program. The program assists first-time parents (18 years and over) who have 
experienced multiple ACES (Adverse Childhood Experiences), have identified 
mental health needs and received limited support during the critical transition time 
between pregnancy and actual parenthood. Through participatory parent education 
sessions, mental health assessment and support services, early childhood education, 
home visiting and other supports, the systematic barriers are removed and families 
find the individual and community supports necessary for successful growth. 

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.

2. Action Items
A. Grant Awards

1) Resolution E-7-16-3382 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth 
Public Schools

Attached is Resolution E-7-16-3382 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to 
Duluth Public Schools, to accept and approve grant awards from the 
following organizations:

Perpich Center for Arts Education (PCAE)
Northland Foundation Thrive Initiative

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and 
approve Resolution E-7-16-3382 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth Public 
Schools.

B. Diploma Requests

The following students have met all graduation requirements for the Duluth 
Public Schools and should be awarded a Diploma:

Jenna M. Atkinson - June 9, 2016
Jose Alberto Rodriguez-Ramirez - June 23, 2016

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and approve 
the above Diploma Requests.
C. 2016 Graduates

It is recommended by administration that the official minutes include a 
certified list of June 2016 graduates as submitted by the respective high 
schools.
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Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and approve 
the above item
D. Other Action Items

1) Purchase of Advanced Placement United States History Textbooks

Minnesota Standards in Social Studies were adopted by the legislature 
in May, 2013. In addition, the College Board has made significant 
changes to its Advanced Placement United States History course 
description and advanced placement test. To continue to meet these 
requirements, the Advanced Placement American History teachers met 
during the months of April and May, 2016 to explore options in 
textbooks for the AP American History classes at both Denfeld and East 
High School. After review of the textbooks, the Department of 
Curriculum and Instruction under the leadership of Dr. Michael Cary, is 
recommending that the Duluth School Board approve the expenditure 
of $19,766.07 to purchase 150 copies of America’s History, For the AP 
Course 8e & LearningCurve & Strive for a 5 for America’s History, 
Eighth Edition.  Funds from the secondary adoption budget for the 
2016-17 fiscal year would be used to pay for this expenditure.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and 
approve the above item.

3. Future Items

- Review of Teacher Evaluation Procedures
- 2016-17 High School Course/Program Offerings
- Policy Updates
- Regulation Updates
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Assistant   Superintendent   Report   to   the   Board 
July   2016 

 

 

2015­16   Entry   Plan   Review 
 
The   following   were   areas   I   iden怀�fied   as   goal   areas   for   FY16: 

● Goal   #1:   To   become   acquainted   with   staff,   students   and   programs   at   each   school   site. 
● Goal   #2:   To   determine   effec怀�veness   of   school   programs   as   related   to   student   outcomes. 
● Goal   #3:   To   become   be怀�er   acquainted   with   each   principal/director   and   establish   expecta怀�ons   for 

myself   and   the   principal/director 
● Goal   #4:   To   become   acquainted   with   school   climate   at   each   school   site. 
● Goal   #5:   To   become   familiar   with   key   communicators   and   representa怀�ves   of   important   community 

organiza怀�ons. 
● Goal   #6:   To   become   acquainted   with   all   members   of   the   Board   of   Educa怀�on   and   their   perspec怀�ves   on 

the   District’s   strengths   and   challenges. 
● Goal   #7:   To   become   familiar   with   district   level   priori怀�es   and   policies. 

Overall,   I   feel   I   completed   each   ac怀�on   steps   in   an   effort   to   grow   in   the   areas   above.      The   majority   of   the   work 
was   to   be怀�er   understand   stakeholder   perspec怀�ves   in   order   to   iden怀�fy   the   strengths   and   challenges   for   each 
school   as   well   as   the   district   as   a   whole.      Some   of   the   most   valuable   ac怀�vi怀�es   I   engaged   in   were   one   on   one 
interviews   and   classroom   visits   each   week.   I   look   forward   to   sharing   my   goals   for   next   year.   
 

Other 

● Planning   is   well   underway   to   implement   Con怀�nuous   Improvement   Teams   at   each   site   next   year. 
These   teams   will   be   taking   part   in   PLC   training   on   August   23   and   24. 

● There   is   a   lot   of   work   happening   this   summer   within   the   Curriculum   Department   to   plan   the   August 
30   teacher   workshop   day.   Thanks   to   Mike   and   his   team   for   the   work   they   have   put   into   this   day! 

● I   am   working   to   update   the   teacher   and   principal   evalua怀�on   process.   There   will   be   some   changes 
occurring   for   next   year   and   we   are   planning   how   this   informa怀�on   will   be   rolled   out   to   principals   and 
teachers   this   fall. 
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Education Committee Report on Referrals for Bullying: 

2015­16 School Year 

 
 
77 Documented Referrals in Infinite Campus (Bullying) 
 
Elementary Schools 37 
Middle Schools 35 
High Schools 5 
 
 
Resolutions Documented in Infinite Campus (Bullying) 
 
Conference 22 
Detention 9 
Dismissal 1 
Disable Acct 1 
ISS 15 
OSS 8 
Parent Notified 16 
Warning 1 
Not documented 4 
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Training for Success with 
PLCs
Solution Tree PLC training - August 2016

About Solution Tree

● Solution Tree is widely regarded as one of the leaders in PLC training.
● Last year, more than 25,000 educators attended Solution Tree events on 

PLCs, RTI, assessment and other topics.
● Solution Tree provides large regional conferences specifically focused on 

PLCs which have been attended by district leadership.

August Training

Two Portions:

● Principal Training - 1 day session
● Continuous Improvement Team Training (including principals) - 2 day 

session

Principal Training

Will focus on:

● Structuring staff groupings for successful PLCs
● Structuring student and staff time to leverage student achievement out of 

PLCs
● PLC leadership from a principal perspective
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Continuous Improvement Team Training

Will focus on:

● Why PLCs
○ Power of effective PLCs to improve student outcomes 

● Critical components of an effective PLC
○ How that looks/works in practice

● Planning to improve PLC function in our buildings
○ Time given for our CI teams to take their new knowledge and use it to plan for 

improvement

Intended Outcomes - Principals

Principals will:

● Understand how to structure PLCs and the work day to support success 
for students.

● Understand how to support teachers to create highly effective PLCs.

Intended Outcomes - CI Teams

Principals and Teachers will:

● Understand the components of a highly effective PLC and what those look 
like in daily practice.

● Understand how to leverage PLC time to improve student achievement.
● Begin to plan for successful communication between staff and 

administration to support continuous growth in PLCs and student 
achievement.
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Resolution E-7-16-3382        July 19, 2016 

RESOLUTION 

Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth Public Schools 

 WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 465.03 requires a school district to accept grants by resolution 

expressed in the terms prescribed by the donor in full; and, 

 WHEREAS, acceptance of the grant in accordance with the donor’s terms is in the best interest of 

the Duluth Public Schools: 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Duluth Public Schools does accept the below-

described grant from said organization in accordance with the terms set forth herein. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Duluth Public Schools wishes to extend its grateful 

appreciation to this organization. 

Organization Author/Contact Project Title Award Amount Terms 

Perpich Center 
for Arts 

Education 
(PCAE) 

Teri Akervik 
Perpich Center for 

Arts Education 
(PCAE) Grant 

$45,300.00 

Funds from this grant award will be 
used for staff development of Arts 
educators (Music, Media Arts, Visual 
Arts, dance and Theater) in Duluth as 
well as the Arrowhead region. Duluth 
Public Schools will continue to serve as 
a Regional Center for PCAE in 
Northeastern Minnesota. 

Northland 
Foundation 

Thrive Initiative 
Jay Roesler 

The First Year 
Program 

$5,000.00 

Funds from this grant award will be 
used to support The First Year 
Program at the Washington Family 
Center, which is a collaborative 
partnership between Duluth Public 
School, St Louis County Health and 
Social Services and the University of 
Minnesota Extended Services. 
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This is intended for the ACTION items. 
 
To be submitted to the July 2016 ­  Education Committee 
 
From: Susan Schmidt, Social Studies Curriculum Coach 
 
Minnesota Standards in Social Studies were adopted by the legislature in May, 2013. In 
addition, the College Board has made significant changes to its Advanced Placement United 
States History course description and advanced placement test. To continue to meet these 
requirements, the Advanced Placement American History teachers met during the months of 
April and May, 2016 to explore options in textbooks for the AP American History classes at both 
Denfeld and East High School. After reviewing the textbooks the teachers and Social Studies 
Curriculum Specialist, Susan Schmidt, are recommending the following purchase:150 copies of 
America’s History, For the AP Course 8e & LearningCurve & Strive for a 5 for America’s History, 
Eighth Edition. This text is on the list of textbooks approved by the College Board, administrator 
of the AP test. The total cost of this purchase including shipping, handling and Teacher’s 
Resource Guide will be $19,766.07.  
 
The Department of Curriculum and Instruction under the leadership of Dr. Michael Cary, are 
submitting this proposal of  $19,766.07 will be taken out of the secondary adoption budget for 
the fiscal year 16­17 as an action item.  
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WAREHOUSE CONTACT:

Date: 5/16/2016

ISBN Author Title/Description Price Qty Total

1319084729 James A. Henretta

America’s History, For the AP® Course 8e & 

LearningCurve (Six Use Access) & Strive for a 5 

for America's History, Eighth Edition

$129.19 150 $19,378.50

1319092578 James A. Henretta
ExamView Assessment Suite for America's 

History Redesign, Eighth Edition
$0.00 4 $0.00

1457628775 James A. Henretta
Teacher's Resource Guide for America's History, 

For the AP* Course (Online Only), Eighth Edition
$50.14 4 $0.00

145762897x James A. Henretta
Bedford Lecture Kit for America's History, Eighth 

Edition
$100.29 4 $0.00

1457651742 James A. Henretta
Annotated Teacher's Edition for America's History, 

For the AP* Course, Eighth Edition
$167.44 4 $0.00

$19,378.50 

Continental US & Puerto 

Rico

0.02 $387.57 

$19,766.07 

Technology  Administrator: 

Teacher:   

School Name: 

Contact Name:

Phone Number:

Prepared 

By:  

L.Fratz

Email:

The information in YELLOW is required in order to set up your course for use.

On your purchase order, please designate a contact for us to reach out to, in order to launch your 

edAPtext course. Please provide the following information (REQUIRED). 

Laura Stowe


High School Account Representative


Bedford/St. Martin's, W.H. Freeman, & Worth Publishers


Laura.Stowe.contractor@macmillan.com

Please include on your PO and write next to it:

CM0205

TOTAL

Subtotal

FREE:

IMPORTANT - if adopting an edaptext please see below when creating PO

NOTE:  Competition in providing the above named products is precluded by the existence of a copyright.  There are no like products available for purchase that serve the same purpose 

because of exclusive distribution/marketing rights.  These products should be purchased directly from BFW (MPS) or its approved depositories.  Purchases from any other source would 

not ensure the item’s authenticity/warranty.  Unapproved 3rd party vendors cannot provide packages, digital materials or teacher materials.  BFW (MPS) cannot provide these items to a 

school if the student edition has been purchased through a third party.  We are the sole source for these items and packages.

**edaptext package price is contingent on the purchase of the print books**

Upon adoption of edaptext, a school contact MUST be provided. Please fill in the information below. 

http://highschool.bfwpub.com/catalog/

microsite/edaptext

CUSTOMER CONTACT:

*please note - any package pricing is dependant on purchase of print texts and is only available as package 

pricing*

PRICE QUOTE

Price Quote good for 90 days. Please attach a copy of this price quote to your purchase order. Price increases occur each November

MPS

16365 James Madison Highway

Gordonsville, VA 22942

Toll Free: 540-672-7744

Fax: 540-672-7542

Email: highschool@mpsvirginia.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE:

Susan Schmidt

Duluth Ind School Dist 709

Duluth, Minnesota 55802

susan.schmidt@isd709.org
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