
Under the continued provisions of the State Executive Order to protect the safety and welfare of the 
public, the  Finance Committee Meeting and the Washington County Board of Education regular 

meeting will be closed to the public.  In order to maintain transparency, the meeting will be livestreamed 
and an audio recording will be provided as requested.  On the day of the meetings, the livestream link 

can be found on the website, www.wcde.org.

Finance Committee Meeting - 3 September 2020 - 3:30 p.m.

WASHINGTON COUNTY
BOARD OF EDUCATION

September 3, 2020

5:30 PM

Central Office

I. CALL TO ORDER
II. REORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD
III. CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA

A. Approval of Minutes - Regular Meeting - August 4, 2020   
B. Payment of Bills 
C. Personnel

IV. CONSIDERATION OF MEETING AGENDA
V. DIRECTOR'S REPORT

A. School Year Progress Report
B. School Reopening Plan
C. Annual Vehicle Authorization Report 

 
D. Capital Projects Priority List, Gray Elementary Brick Repair
E. Other

VI. REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE BOARD
A. Rachael Bates
B. Brandon Bates
C. Josh and Tamara Foster

VII. JONESBOROUGH INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT
VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Finance Committee Report 
IX. Resolution Regarding State Testing
X. STAFF REPORTS
XI. NEW BUSINESS

A. Dishwasher Bid
B. Consideration of Policies

http://www.wcde.org/


1. 5.400 Personnel Health Examinations/Communicable Disease (First 
Reading)

2. 6.3041 Title IX & Sexual Harassment (First Reading) 
C. WCEA

XII. ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION
XIII. ADJOURNMENT



The Washington County Department of Education met in regular session on August 4, 2020 
at 5:30 PM in the Central Office. Attendance is as follows: Present: Annette Buchanan, Jason 
Day, Mary Beth Dellinger, Keith Ervin, Chad Fleenor, Todd Ganger, David Hammond, Phillip 
McLain, Mitch Meredith.. 

Chairman Ervin called the meeting to order.  Following a moment of silence, Mr. McLain led the 
pledge to the flag.  Mr. Ervin read the following statement, "Under the continued provisions of 
the State Executive Order to protect the safety and welfare of the public, the Washington County 
Board of Education meeting today is closed to the public.  In order to maintain transparency, the 
meeting is livestreamed and an audio recording will be provided as requested."  Mr. Ervin called 
attendance. 

 
Mary Beth Dellinger moved for approval of the consent agenda. Chad Fleenor seconded the 
motion which carried on roll call vote:
Annette Buchanan: yes, Jason Day: yes, Mary Beth Dellinger: yes, Keith Ervin: yes, Chad 
Fleenor: yes, Todd Ganger: yes, David Hammond: yes, Phillip McLain: yes, Mitch Meredith: yes

 
Phillip McLain moved for approval of the meeting agenda. Annette Buchanan seconded the 
motion which carried on roll call vote:
Annette Buchanan: yes, Jason Day: yes, Mary Beth Dellinger: yes, Keith Ervin: yes, Chad 
Fleenor: yes, Todd Ganger: yes, David Hammond: yes, Phillip McLain: yes, Mitch Meredith: yes

Dr. Flanary gave an update on the virtual school opening for school year 2020-2021.  Dr. Flanary 
said the school system's continuous learning plan was approved yesterday by the State.  Ashley 
Keys, Cindy Hayes, and Mindy Myers gave an overview of what is happening with virtual 
learning, including for teachers (training/cohorting) and for students.  Dr. Keys, Dr. Myers, and 
Cindy Hayes explained the timeline up to this point.   Dr. Keys said planning had started in 
January prior to COVID to make the high schools one to one with devices for students.  Carol 
White gave an overview of what training she has been providing for teachers since the pandemic 
began such as Google meet and Google classroom.  

Dr. Keys shared instructional technology(chromebooks) have been distributed to students and 
software has been purchased for teachers (NearPod and Aristotle).

Ms. Hayes and Dr. Keys showed the status of the system connecting with students: confirmed 
contact with families 89%, unable to reach families 8-12% and students who attended virtual 
orientation was 80%.

Examples were shown of what teachers are putting on Canvas(9-12) and Google Classroom (K-
8)for student assignments and connecting with students.

Mr. Fleenor shared concerned regarding high school seniors unable to receive industry 
certifications.



Ms. Fink said plans have been developed to allow those students, following safety protocol (max 
of 5 students)  if COVID numbers decrease to come to school and work in their CTE field.  She 
continued most of the certification tests will be adminitered during the spring semester. 

Dr. Flanary said no revenue is generating with the bus advertisements through District Solutions 
under the current situation.  He said it would be his recommendation to transfer the 
advertisements to the school system's website until buses resume.  
  
Phillip McLain moved to transfer bus advertisements to the website until school buses resume 
routes. Mary Beth Dellinger seconded the motion which carried on roll call vote:
Keith Ervin: no, Chad Fleenor: no, Annette Buchanan: yes, Jason Day: yes, Mary Beth 
Dellinger: yes, Todd Ganger: yes, David Hammond: yes, Phillip McLain: yes, Mitch Meredith: 
yes

 
Mary Beth Dellinger moved for approval of the annual agenda with adding review of the Board’s 
strategic plan in October and move administrative reports to September. Chad Fleenor seconded 
the motion which carried on roll call vote:
Todd Ganger: no, Annette Buchanan: yes, Jason Day: yes, Mary Beth Dellinger: yes, Keith 
Ervin: yes, Chad Fleenor: yes, David Hammond: yes, Phillip McLain: yes, Mitch Meredith: yes

Dr. Flanary presented the annual vehicle authorization report for the Board's consideration.

Board members questioned other county vehicles driven home were not included on the list.

Ms. Buchanan moved to table the annual vehicle authorization report.  Mr. McLain seconded the 
motion.

Dr. Flanary said he would follow up to ensure any missing vehicles were added.

Ms. Buchanan and Mr. McLain withdrew their motion and second.

The Board continued with a roll call vote on acceptance of the report.

 
Chad Fleenor move for acceptance of annual vehicle authorization report. Jason Day seconded 
the motion which failed on roll call vote:
Annette Buchanan: no, Mary Beth Dellinger: no, Keith Ervin: no, Chad Fleenor: no, Phillip 
McLain: no, Jason Day: yes, Todd Ganger: yes, David Hammond: yes, Mitch Meredith: yes

Dr. Flanary presented the 2020-2021 meal prices.  He noted there were no increase in the prices. 
Chad Fleenor move for approval of 2020 meal prices. Phillip McLain seconded the motion 
which carried on roll call vote:
Annette Buchanan: yes, Jason Day: yes, Mary Beth Dellinger: yes, Keith Ervin: yes, Chad 
Fleenor: yes, Todd Ganger: yes, David Hammond: yes, Phillip McLain: yes, Mitch Meredith: yes

Dr. Flanary said all four companies have submitted revised proposals for the energy savings 
contracts as requested.  He continued he had talked to facilities chairman Mr. Day earlier and 
determined the proposals will be reviewed by the facilities committee.



Dr. Flanary made the Board aware a name class action lawsuit had been filed against the school 
system.   

Dr. Flanary noted it was Mr. McLain's last meeting. Dr. Flanary thanked Mr. McLain for 
his leadership and service for the children of Washington County. 

Following a brief recess, Chairman Ervin called the meeting back to order.

Todd Ganger move for approval of the Athletics Committee report. Chad Fleenor seconded the 
motion which carried on roll call vote:
Annette Buchanan: yes, Jason Day: yes, Mary Beth Dellinger: yes, Keith Ervin: yes, Chad 
Fleenor: yes, Todd Ganger: yes, David Hammond: yes, Phillip McLain: yes, Mitch Meredith: yes

Todd Ganger recommendation for middle school and high school fall sports to move forward 
with competition to allow cte classes(those pursing industry certification) to continue with safety 
protocol in place. Chad Fleenor seconded the motion which carried on roll call vote:
Annette Buchanan: no, Mary Beth Dellinger: no, Phillip McLain: no, Jason Day: yes, Keith 
Ervin: yes, Chad Fleenor: yes, Todd Ganger: yes, David Hammond: yes, Mitch Meredith: yes

There were no recommendations from the Committee. 

Jason Day moved for approval of the Facilities Committee report. Chad Fleenor seconded the 
motion which carried on roll call vote:
Annette Buchanan: yes, Jason Day: yes, Mary Beth Dellinger: yes, Keith Ervin: yes, Chad 
Fleenor: yes, Todd Ganger: yes, David Hammond: yes, Phillip McLain: yes, Mitch Meredith: yes

 
Phillip McLain presented the Finance Committee report and moved for approval of the report. 
Chad Fleenor seconded the motion which carried on roll call vote:
Annette Buchanan: yes, Jason Day: yes, Mary Beth Dellinger: yes, Keith Ervin: yes, Chad 
Fleenor: yes, Todd Ganger: yes, David Hammond: yes, Phillip McLain: yes, Mitch Meredith: yes

Phillip McLain moved for approval of the General Fund for the month of June 2020. Chad 
Fleenor seconded the motion which carried on roll call vote:
Annette Buchanan: yes, Jason Day: yes, Mary Beth Dellinger: yes, Keith Ervin: yes, Chad 
Fleenor: yes, Todd Ganger: yes, David Hammond: yes, Phillip McLain: yes, Mitch Meredith: yes

Phillip McLain moved for approval of the Federal Fund for the month of June 2020. Chad 
Fleenor seconded the motion which carried on roll call vote:
Annette Buchanan: yes, Jason Day: yes, Mary Beth Dellinger: yes, Keith Ervin: yes, Chad 
Fleenor: yes, Todd Ganger: yes, David Hammond: yes, Phillip McLain: yes, Mitch Meredith: yes

Phillip McLain moved to waiver first reading and approve on second reading policy 5..6101 
Supplemental Pay Schedule. Chad Fleenor seconded the motion which carried on roll call vote:
Annette Buchanan: yes, Jason Day: yes, Mary Beth Dellinger: yes, Keith Ervin: yes, Chad 
Fleenor: yes, Todd Ganger: yes, David Hammond: yes, Phillip McLain: yes, Mitch Meredith: yes



Phillip McLain move for approval to purchase six system vehicles. Chad Fleenor seconded the 
motion which carried on roll call vote:
Keith Ervin: no, Chad Fleenor: no, Annette Buchanan: yes, Jason Day: yes, Mary Beth 
Dellinger: yes, Todd Ganger: yes, David Hammond: yes, Phillip McLain: yes, Mitch Meredith: 
yes

Phillip McLain moved for existing teachers who act as a substitute through the virtual classroom 
for another existing teacher be paid at the substitute teacher rate of $70.00 per day. Annette 
Buchanan seconded the motion which carried on roll call vote:
Annette Buchanan: yes, Jason Day: yes, Mary Beth Dellinger: yes, Keith Ervin: yes, Chad 
Fleenor: yes, Todd Ganger: yes, David Hammond: yes, Phillip McLain: yes, Mitch Meredith: yes

Phillip McLain moved to waive first reading and adopt policy 6.409 - Reporting Child Abuse on 
second reading. Annette Buchanan seconded the motion which carried on roll call vote:
Annette Buchanan: yes, Jason Day: yes, Mary Beth Dellinger: yes, Keith Ervin: yes, Chad 
Fleenor: yes, Todd Ganger: yes, David Hammond: yes, Phillip McLain: yes, Mitch Meredith: yes

Chad Fleenor moved to suspend policy 5.1041 Human Resources Director Job Description, 
remove the budgeted line item for the position, and transfer the job duties to the person currently 
positioned in Human Resources. Jason Day seconded the motion which failed on roll call vote:
Annette Buchanan: no, Mary Beth Dellinger: no, Keith Ervin: no, David Hammond: no, Phillip 
McLain: no, Jason Day: yes, Chad Fleenor: yes, Todd Ganger: yes, Mitch Meredith: yes

Chairman Ervin presented the Board's self evaluation report for review and consideration.

Mr. Ervin suggested to have a called meeting to review the energy savings contracts' proposals 
and to review board evaluations.

Discussion was held on postponing review of the evaluations until the new Board assumes 
office.
  
Chad Fleenor motioned to adjourn the Board meeting. Jason Day seconded the motion which 
failed on roll call vote:
Annette Buchanan: no, Mary Beth Dellinger: no, Keith Ervin: no, David Hammond: no, Phillip 
McLain: no, Jason Day: yes, Chad Fleenor: yes, Todd Ganger: yes, Mitch Meredith: yes

Todd Ganger moved for approval of the Board's self evaluation report. Annette Buchanan 
seconded the motion which carried on roll call vote:
Annette Buchanan: yes, Jason Day: yes, Mary Beth Dellinger: yes, Keith Ervin: yes, Chad 
Fleenor: yes, Todd Ganger: yes, David Hammond: yes, Phillip McLain: yes, Mitch Meredith: yes

Roundtable: 

Day
Thank you Mr. McLain for your service on the board.  I wish you happiness and best of luck.



Fleenor
Thank you for a good meeting.
Thank you Mr. McLain for your years of service.
Good luck to Mr. Ganger and Ms. Dellinger in the election.
Thank you Ms. Luya as an assistant principal at Daniel Boone High for your hard work in 
Washington County.  I wish you the best.
I'm praying for the two football boys, who were injured in accidents.
It is amazing with what is going on with virtual learning, we have excellent people in this 
system.
I can't imagine what all the technology staff is doing , I appreciate you.
I thank Jeana and on up to Dr. Flanary for their hard work, we are very blessed with the workers 
we have in Washington County.

Ganger
I reiterate what Mr. Fleenor said, I appreciate Dr. Flanary and staff for their hard work. 
Appreciate teachers, staff, parents, kids.  I know it is not ideal and I hope we are back to normal 
before long.

Meredith
Since we ended school, I was concerned how we would deliver virtual instruction.  I am blown 
away at all the work that is going on and accomplished.  I don't think any system can question 
Washington County efforts.  Thank you.

Hammond
I thank Dr. Flanary and staff, all that has helped start school.
I appreciate Mr. McLain and his service, I wish you well.
Best wishes to the candidates.

Buchanan
I would like to thank Mr. McLain for all the help he gave me when I came on the Board, he 
showed me different things.
The staff has done an amazing job, have two kids on virtual, they work circles around me, 
appreciate all work going on for them, we are all learning one step at time.

Dellinger
I have bus drivers contacting me needing clarification on what they are to do.

Dr. Flanary responded possibly bus drivers will be delivering food.  He continued work will try 
to be found for them so that everyone receives a paycheck.

Dellinger
At the beginning of the school year, teachers didn't feel ready,  thank you teachers and staff 
going extra mile, thank you parents and families.  
Thank you Mr. McLain for your sixteen years of service.



McLain
Thank you Dr. Flanary and staff for all the work you have done to get ready for the school year.
I'd like to reminisce for a moment,  I gained appreciation for Mr. Rowland and staff, how they 
guided me.
Thank you to the County Commission and all they have done for the school system, hats off to 
you.
I think about technology, proud of what we have done in technology.  We're almost one to one. 
The progress the school system has made, proud to be a part of, fantastic.  It's been an honor to 
serve this county 16 years.  Thank you and good night.

Ervin
My last go around as Chairman.
I appreciate being the Chairman for this Board of Education. I apologize for mistakes I made.  It 
has been fun, interesting. 
Appreciate Mr. McLain.  I've learned a lot from him, the Directors, and in Nashville with 
TSBA.  I consider you a friend Mr. McLain and appreciate everything you have done.  

The meeting was adjourned.
  

 



Annual Vehicle Authorization Report
2020-2021 School Year

Vehicle      
Number

Employee 
Name

Employee 
Assignment

Need for 24 hour 
access

One-way mileage 
home

Truck #24 2020 
Silverado 1500

Tony Roberts Transportation 
Supervisor

Breakdowns or to 
drive bus

15 miles one-way

Truck #1 2008 
Dodge Ram 1500

Lynn Archer Support Supervisor 
for Transportation

Breakdowns or to 
drive bus

  3 miles one-way

Truck #2 2006 
Dodge Ram 1500

Adam Tipton Bus Mechanic Breakdowns or to 
drive bus

10 miles one-way

Truck #4 2007 
Chevy Silverado

Billy Woodard Bus Mechanic Breakdowns or to 
drive bus

3 miles one-way

Truck #5 1998 
Ford F-150

William Meneses Bus Mechanic Breakdowns or to 
drive bus

12 miles one-way

Truck #26 2020 
Silverado 1500

Phillip Patrick Maintenance 
Supervisor

On call for system-
wide emergencies

 6 miles one-way

Truck #19 2008 
Ford F-150

Eddie Teague Ground 
Maintenance

Sporting events 
(nights/weekends)

 5 miles one-way

Van #68  2007 
Chevy Van

Vince Swiney Technology Alarm/Security 
Checks System-wide 

 27 miles one-way

Truck #71 2019 
Ford F-250

Joe Lyons Technology Alarm/Security 
Checks System-wide 

 7 miles one-way

Truck #60 2006 
Ford F-150

Jeff Carver Foodservice Freezer/Security 
Checks System-wide

20 Miles one-way

Van #39 2006  
Ford F-250 Van

Ronnie Tipton Foodservice Freezer/Security 
Checks System-wide

12.5 Miles one-way

Truck #3 2006 
Chevy 1500

Dale Scott DCHS Security 
Guard

Grounds work and 
security

Lives on Campus

Truck #52 2017 
Ford F-150

Michelle Stallard Maintenance Occasional Use 22 Miles one-way



The Washington County Department of Education Capital Priority List was last updated & approved by 
the School Board on 9 January 2020. 

Notes for September 2020 Board Meeting. 

Holdover from 2019-2020 

Project location & description Estimated Cost Notes 
Daniel Boone High School Roof 

Repair $2,200,600 Gym roof repaired in 2020 

Gray Elementary Brick Repair $1,042,102 Estimate current August 2020 
Fall Branch, Sulphur Springs 
doors, door hardware, door 

frames 
$280,000 Estimate out of date 

 

Projects current year still pending, 2020-2021 

Project location & description Estimated Cost Notes 
JMS Roof $510,000 Can be removed from list 

DBHS HVAC & Controls $2,425,000 
May be part of energy 

management plan.  Estimate is 
out of date. 

South Central, Fall Branch, 
Lamar, Sulphur Springs HVAC 

Controls 
$750,000 

May be part of energy 
management plan.  Estimate is 

out of date. 
South Central, West View 

structural floor repairs, door 
hardware and re-key 

$640,000 
 

Remove floor repairs at WV. 
Estimate for remaining work - 

$300,000 
CO HVAC Renovation $75,000 Can be removed from list 

 

Projects currently listed for 2021-2022 

Project location & description Estimated Cost Notes 

DBHS, DCHS stadium $10-14,000,000 Scope of work needs to be 
established 

Gray gym floor and bleacher 
replacement TBD 

 
Insurance paid $64K for gym 

floor. 
Old BCE roof $925,000  

 

Recommended immediate priority 

1. Daniel Boone Roof 
2. Gray Elementary gym floor, new bleachers, brick repair 

3. Fall Branch, Sulphur Springs doors, door hardware, door frames 



 





















Mr. Chairman and Members of the Board,

! My name is Josh Foster. I live at 308 Jim Range Road in Jonesborough.   My 
wife and I have three children currently enrolled at Jonesborough Elementary School, 
two in kindergarten and one in the second grade.  I am a Certified Registered Nurse 
Anesthetist currently practicing at Holston Valley Medical Center.
! Several weeks ago I wrote you to voice my support for the reopening of schools.  
After conducting a review of several hundred journal articles and scientific papers, I feel 
more confident than ever that schools should reopen.
! The past two weeks my children have been involved in virtual learning and I must 
say that I find this practice to be entirely insufficient for younger students.  
Kindergartners and second graders need to be instructed in person and do not have the  
maturity nor the attention span to absorb lessons from a screen.   As frustrating as this 
is for the children and the parents I am sure the faculty has been very frustrated with 
technical glitches and the general unfamiliarity with the processes and platforms 
required for virtual learning.  The efforts of your staff have been commendable when 
faced with these challenges, and they have put forth a herculean effort.  I am in no way 
disparaging the effort I have personally witnessed nor am I dissatisfied with the quality 
of the the instructors. Virtual teaching has it’s limitations, especially for younger 
students.
! What I have found after countless hours of research is that a very small 
percentage of children will contract Covid-19.  Most of these children will be minimally 
affected.  According to the studies cited below there have been very few cases of active 
transmission from school age children to either their cohorts or to their family members 
or school staff.  Most active transmissions to children have been from close contact 
adults within their family units, and most of these children have remained asymptomatic 
with very little risk of virus transmission to others.
! Schools around us are reopening.  The businesses and restaurants in our area 
are now open. Teams are playing sports, people shop in stores and hold social 
gatherings, and yet we continue to keep schools closed.  I submit to you that each child 
that would be attending school is already  being exposed to risk factors through parents, 
siblings, or outings on the town.   My opinion is that we give the population with the least 
health risk the opportunity to again participate in a constructive learning atmosphere 
while following the approved guidelines. 
! In short I am advocating at least for the reopening of the Elementary schools so 
that the most positive learning environment can be obtained by the population that is 
most in need of person to person instruction while exhibiting the least susceptibility to 
effects of Covid. 

Respectfully,

Joshua T. Foster     



The following information is submitted from the CDC and some sources outside the 
United States that have not politicized the virus as has been the case in our country.  
Articles have been abbreviated and cited.  Other information and statistics are provided 
for comparison of daily assumed risks.

According to the Tennessee Department of Health, as  of September 1, 2020 there are 
currently 879 active Covid-19 cases and 13 total deaths in Washington county.  Based 
on a population of 130595  persons this yields a current 0.006% infection rate.  Covid 
-19 death rate in Washington county  is currently 0.00009 %.  Motor vehicle accident 
death rate is 0.0001%  nationally , chance of being involved in a motor vehicle accident 
in Washington county is 0.07%.  Motor vehicle crash data obtained from National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration and Tennessee Department of Transportation.
!

CDC study  August 14, 2020
Analysis of pediatric COVID-19 hospitalization data from 14 states found that although 
the cumulative rate of COVID-19–associated hospitalization among children (8.0 per 
100,000 population) is low compared with that in adults (164.5), one in three 
hospitalized children was admitted to an intensive care unit.

The cumulative COVID-19- associated hospitalization rate among children aged less 
than 18 years during the surveillance period was 8.0 per 100,000and was highest 
among children less than 2 years(24.8%); rates were substantially lower in children 
aged 2-4 years(4.2%) and 5-17 years(6.4%)

A medical chart review was completed for 208 children.  Median duration of 
hospitalization was 2.5 days.  Among 208 children with a discharge disposition, one 
child with multiple underlying conditions died during hospitalization.

Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report
Hospitalization Rates and Characteristics of Children with Covid 19
Weekly/ August 14, 2020/ 69(32);1081-1088
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Ireland  May, 28 2020
6 cases 3 adults, 3 children

Among 1,001 child contacts of these six cases there were no confirmed cases of COVID-19. In 
the school setting, among 924 child contacts and 101 adult contacts identified, there were no 
confirmed cases of COVID-19.
The only documented transmission that occurred from this cohort was between adults in a 
working environment outside school. Among 1,025 child and adult contacts of these six cases in 
the school setting there were no confirmed cases of COVID-19 during the follow-up period. 
Follow-up period was at least one incubation period (14 days) from last contact with a case.
Euro Surveill. 2020 May 28; 25(21): 2000903.

French Alps  August 1, 2020
A case study of a cluster in the French Alps included a child with COVID-19 who failed 
to transmit it to any other person, despite exposure to more than a hundred children in 
different schools and a ski resort.

Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 71, Issue 15, 1 August 2020, Pages 825–832, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciaa424
French alps

New South Wales Australia  August 30,2020
In a school study from New South Wales, Australia, a proportion of 863 close contacts 
of 9 children  and 9 teachers were followed for seroconversion as a marker of recent 
exposure.11 No evidence of children infecting teachers was found. One secondary case 
(in the child in a high school) was presumed to have been infected following close 
contact with two student cases. The other secondary case was presumed to have been 
infected by a staff member (teacher) who was a case

Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in Australian educational settings: a prospective cohort 
study
The Lancet, Child and Adolescent Health: August 30,2020
DOI:https//doi.org/10.1016/S2352-4642(20)30251-0
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Wuhan China Index case study
Similarly, a separate study of 419 household SARS-CoV-2 transmission clusters in China did not 
detect a single cluster where the index case was under the age of 15, and only three where the 

index case was under the age of 18.63 Early observations from Wuhan also suggested that 
children were most likely to be diagnosed with SARS-CoV-2 following an exposure history to a 
household infection, indicating that even in epidemic areas children were more likely to be 
contact, rather than index cases.

The Lancet Infectious Diseases : Children are unlikely to have been the primary source 

of household SARS-CoV-2 infections 

According to COVID-NET surveillance: since 07 March 2020 there have been 341 children 
hospitalized with SARs Co-V-2 in the state of Tennessee.  With a total population of 1.7 million 
aged 17 or below.   This equates to  a .0002% chance of any child being hospitalized for 
Covid-19 infection.

CDC Report July 23, 2020
The best available evidence indicates that COVID-19 poses relatively low risks to 
school-aged children.  Children appear to be at lower risk for contracting COVID-19 
compared to adults.  To put this in perspective, according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), as of July 17, 2020, the United States reported that 
children and adolescents under 18 years old account for under 7 percent of COVID-19 
cases and less than 0.1 percent of COVID-19-related deaths.[5]  Although relatively 
rare, flu-related deaths in children occur every year. From 2004-2005 to 2018-2019, flu-
related deaths in children reported to CDC during regular flu seasons ranged from 37 to 
187 deaths.  During the H1N1pandemic (April 15, 2009 to October 2, 2010), 358 
pediatric deaths were reported to CDC. So far in this pandemic, deaths of children are 
less than in each of the last five flu seasons, with only 64.† Additionally, some children 
with certain underlying medical conditions, however, are at increased risk of severe 
illness from COVID-19.
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On the basis of these data, SARS-CoV-2 transmission in schools may be less important 
in community transmission than initially feared. This would be another manner by which 
SARS-CoV-2 differs drastically from influenza, for which school-based transmission is 
well recognized as a significant driver of epidemic disease and forms the basis for most 
evidence regarding school closures as public health strategy

COVID-19 Transmission and Children: The Child Is Not to Blame
Benjamin Lee and William V. Raszka
Pediatrics August 2020, 146 (2) e2020004879; DOI: https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.
2020-004879
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To the Board of Education,  

I am a mother of 3 children in this school district. I have a 3rd grader, a freshman, and a junior. I honestly 
don’t even know where to begin. I guess I will start off with how dismissive many of you have been in 
regards to concerns I have brought to you. It is very disheartening to email our leaders and get no 
responses from many of you. I will add that a general response is not really a response at all. Our 
chairman has not responded to any emails or phone calls that I have made to him. As a resident and tax 
payer in this county that is unacceptable. Mr. Chairman you are supposed to be a leader. Is this how 
leaders lead? You have completely ignored parents who voted for you. Parents who voted for you even 
with your controversial past as a school board member. Many of us did so because we truly thought you 
were going to be good for this school system. I am truly at the brink of tears as I write this. I just can’t 
understand how parents get denied the opportunity to publically voice concerns to those that we voted 
into these positions. We have been dismissed all because our concerns are different than yours. Our 
concerns are for our children and they should have been heard and listened to. Every single one of you 
at the very least should have put forth an effort to hold a safe socially distanced face to face meeting. 
You have completely broken the communities trust and lost the respect of parents in this community.  

I don’t even know if you’re listening now or if you are even open to hearing my concerns as a parent. All 
I can do is let you know what the days are like for my kids, myself, and my husband. We have had a 
wonderful experience with online learning for our 3rd grader. She is at Grandview and her teacher has 
done a wonderful job with what has been thrown at her, and for that I am thankful. My daughter is able 
to go to SACC during the day and even on days when she could stay at home she begs to go. My high 
school children do not have this option. They are stuck inside with their computers. I am not sure any of 
you actually realize the damage this is doing to them. They don’t know how to express their feelings. 
Quite frankly I don’t know if they even understand it themselves. My husband and I come home from 
work and it’s back to the chrome book for things they have missed, things they don’t understand, or 
stuff they just got fed up with and quit doing. One of mine I am very worried about. He is already 
somewhat introverted and this has made it even worse. These are real fears. This isn’t just I need to 
work or I don’t want to deal with my kids, like many supporters of all virtual want the public to think. 
You are shutting our children down during the years that they start to form who they are and want to 
be.  

My freshman didn’t get to have an orientation. We were told when we picked up our chrome books our 
children would have to be able to show that they could navigate their systems. Instead they were told to 
log in and that was it. So we have been using the last few weeks trying to figure out the multiple 
different programs and basically winging it. We were not ready. You as a board should have done a 
better job preparing teachers, students, and their families on how this is supposed to work. Instead you 
leave us all to fend for ourselves, while still holding us accountable. Who is holding you accountable? Is 
it your friends in the system that don’t want to return to the classroom? Are those that want to return 
because they see the damage this is doing to public education even allowed to voice their concerns if 
they are different from yours? Do you feel like you are doing your jobs? Do you feel like the children in 
this county think that their education matters at this point? Many high school parents I have spoken said 
their children don’t feel like any of this even matters anymore. Do you know how difficult that is to hear 
as a parent? I hope it breaks your heart to hear that children who are trying to figure out what they 
“want to do when they grow up” don’t even think that it matters anymore. Children who are trying to 
decide on whether they will go to college or trade schools, feel like it’s not that important. Some of 



them have talked about dropping out and just going into the workforce. We have kids begging to be 
back in school. Many of them now realizing why structure is so important and why parents have wanted 
to keep their kids active. This virus is not going to go away. Do you really want to look back at your time 
as a servant to the children in this community and know that you failed? Do you want to look back at a 
virus that is still here in 20 years and know that your decisions caused children to stop believing that 
people cared? Give parents an option. Give these kids a chance. If you have never cared about what I 
had to say before.. Please hear this. Give our children a chance to be kids again.  

 

Thank You, Rachael Bates  



Mr. Chairman and Members of the Board,

My name is Tamara Foster and I live at 308 Jim Range Road in Jonesborough.  Thank 
you for giving me the opportunity to address my concerns.

As the mother of a second grader and twin kindergartners, I’m very concerned about my 
childrens educational experience with virtual learning. Children K-6 are in their formative 
years. Early education is the foundation that will set them up for success, or to fall 
behind in meeting standardized test requirements. Confidence and feelings of 
adequency can either be developed, or hindered based on the skills acquired in their 
primary years.  

The Corona virus has brought challenges to our everyday way of life we never would’ve 
imagined.  It forced us to “think outside the box”.  Virtual Learning is one of those 
examples that works in theory, but not in practice.

CHALLENGES AND LIMITATIONS TO VIRTUAL LEARNING:

Lack of Social Interaction

There is a lack of social interaction with teachers and classmates. One of the most 
important early lessons in school is the ability of children to develop a sense of 
citizenship with their class, respect for their teachers and other classmates, and the 
ability to develop self control in a classroom setting. During virtual class times it is 
apparent that childrens lack of attention span and focus cannot be readily addressed 
through a screen. Young students who have multiple siblings in the household require 
constant redirection and attention to stay on task.   

I have heard from many parents of middle school and high school children who worry 
about depression and social isolation, and the long term effects of being out of school 
for an extended period. It cannot be ignored that we do not often know which teens 
suffer silently with suicidal ideations, until it is possiblly too late.  Factors such as this 
can be as harmful to some as the virus itself. 

Technical Difficulties

Parents and students spend as much time working through technical glitches, lack of 
bandwidth, internet interruptions, unfamiliarity with programs, and finding work;  as we 
do in actual instruction and teaching. Not to mention, diffictulty with comprehension 
through a screen.  

This has made learning an unpleasant experience for some.  My 2nd grader has had 
multiple metldowns trying to navigate the google slides, and add or attach a document 
to send in work.  If parents and grandparents are unable to navigate the system, how do 
we expect elementary students to find and complete the work themselves. I cannot 



imagine the anxiety of children who do not receive support at home, not to mention 
some students are still wating on Chrome Books. 

Challenges to Working Familes

Virtual learning poses extra challenges for working families.  I know parents who’ve had 
to quit work to homeschool their children, only to run out of funds and have to return to 
work.  They are forced to take their children with them to their jobs often in an 
environment not conducive to learning.  Parents are having to juggle work, while 
simultaneously helping their children with assignments, and google meets, all while 
trying to bring home an income for their family. 

Some have to make the choice to assist their child at home after putting in a full days 
work. Many child care centers are full, and some parents do not have the income to pay 
for child care.  I do not begrudge teachers getting childcare provided.  But we must be 
mindful of the long term effects of working parents having to pay for childcare that might 
be income deficent.

Some programs that are utilized are only available during school hours. i.e. Epic Books. 
This also presents a challenge to working families who must work with the child in the 
evenings. 

Special Needs Children

Special needs children are at a higher risk for being negatively impacted by virtual 
learning.  The intervention and resources are not as readily available to help them 
overcome some of the additianal obstacles they face, if we do not return to in person 
learning in the near future.  

In closing, here we are at the crossroads to make a decision to remain virtual, go to a 
hybrid one day per week, or return five days for in-person instructional learning.

I personally do not see how teachers and students are supposed to consolidate a 
weeks worth of learning into one day, and how students are expected to retain that 
much information at one time.

Since the Washingnton County Heatlh department deemed it safe for Johnson City 
schools to return, which has a higher density of students:, it should be safe for 
Washington County schools since both districts are governed under the same health 
department.  The Board of Education for Kingsport, Bristol TN and VA have also made 
the decision to return to in-person learning K-6.

If our kids can go to ballgames, and places like Target, Walmart, and Dollywood; but we 
do not allow children back in the classroom, what does that say about the value we 
place on our children’s education and future. 



In my respectful opion, the solution is CHOICE!  Those that want to remain virtual were 
given the option to fill out the survey and remain virtual.  Parents and students who wish 
to return to the classroom, need to be given an option as well other than one day per 
week. 

Where there is a willingness there is a way such as other districts have found.  One of 
the most sacred responsibilites we hold as a society is to give children the best possible 
education in a nurturing evrionment where they can reach their fullest potenial.

Respectfully,

Tamara Foster
Mom of 3 JES Students







THE WASHINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION

A Resolution Urging the State of Tennessee Not to Use Mandated Test Scores 
against Teachers for the 2020-2021 School Year

WHEREAS the State of Tennessee has a long-standing commitment to 
accountability in education, the centerpiece of which is a system of State-mandated 
standardized tests that measure the educational achievement and year-to-year progress of 
our students; and

WHEREAS these tests, when fairly and accurately administered, give teachers, 
administrators, and policymakers a better understanding of how students are performing 
in the classroom; and

WHEREAS a better understanding of student performance gives teachers, 
administrators, and policymakers insight into vital matters such as teaching strategies, 
curricula, interventions, and the like; and

WHEREAS the Washington County Board of Education has embraced the 
opportunities afforded by standardized testing and has used the results from these 
measurements to tailor strategies at the system, school, and classroom level; and

WHEREAS the system of public education in Washington County Schools has 
benefited from standardized testing and the Administration’s use of these testing 
measurements; and

WHEREAS the Administration of Washington County Schools fully intends to 
use the next series of standardized tests to assess the educational progress of its student 
amid the turmoil created by school closures, distance learning, and so-called hybrid 
attendance schedules that resulted from the Washington County Board of Education’s 
response to the public health crisis created by COVID-19; and

WHEREAS the information gleaned from these tests will inform teachers, 
administrators, and policymakers of what steps need to be taken to address the lost 
learning opportunities occasioned by COVID-19; and

WHEREAS these lost learning opportunities were the sole result of the entire 
community taking decisive steps to limit the spread of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS the teachers of Washington County Schools acted heroically to serve 
their students amid this turmoil to limit the impact of these disruptions upon the lives of 
students and their families, including learning and food security; and



WHEREAS even now, as cases of COVID-19 continue to spread, these teachers 
are willingly placing themselves in front of students in order to serve their needs any 
professional would; and

WHEREAS this dedication to the students and the education profession highlights 
the very best qualities of our teachers in Washington County; and

WHEREAS in view of this heroic service and this selfless dedication, it would be 
fundamentally unfair for the State of Tennessee to hold these teachers responsible, by 
whatever means, for any student’s performance on the State’s system of standardized 
tests;

SO THEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, the Washington County Board 
of Education, assembled on this the 3rd day of September 2020, in regular session, does 
hereby resolve as follows:

1. The Washington County Board of Education formally asks its 

legislative delegation to introduce legislation to suspend the use of State-mandated 

standardize tests for the 2020-2021 school year for the purpose of evaluating the 

performance of classroom teachers, building level administrators, schools, or school 

systems.

2. The Washington County Board of Education further calls upon the 

General Assembly, at its earliest opportunity, to enact the aforementioned legislation so 

as to recognize the essential work our teachers and other educators across the State of 

Tennessee have been performing amid the crisis caused by COVID-19 and to assure them 

that they will not suffer professionally for events entirely beyond their control.

3. The Washington County Board of Education additionally calls upon 

the Tennessee State Board of Education and the Tennessee Department of Education to 

help develop and advance the aforementioned legislation and to give additional 

consideration, whether by other legislation, Board policy, or regulatory Rule, to matters 

in which teachers and other educators should be held harmless from the results of State-

mandated standardized testing.



4. Washington County Board of Education finally calls upon the 

Tennessee School Board Association to take up this issue at its 2020 Convention and to 

prepare a legislative initiate based upon the considerations set forth herein.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have set our hands this the 3rd day of September 
2020, in Jonesborough, Tennessee.



PROJECT:       Dishwasher Replacement for David Crockett High School

T&L PROJECT NO.: 15436
OWNER:         Washington County Schools
BIDS OPENED:   8/6/20 3:00 pm

CONTRACTORS TN REG. NO. BID 
SECURITY 

(Y/N)

ADDENDUM(S)     
NO(S). 1 & 2

ACKNOWLEDGED 
(Y/N)     

BASE BID NA NA Days

JE Green

Preston Construction

Hoilman Construction

$138,103.00

Yes Yes 2 $148,500.00

BIDS RECEIVED FORM

Yes Yes 2 $197,000.003827 120

90

70

11606

26587 Yes Yes 2
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T&L  www.T-L.com 

August 11, 2020 
 
Mr. Phillip Patrick, Maintenance Supervisor 
Washington County, Dept. of Education 
405 W College Street 
Jonesborough, TN 37659 
 

RE:  Dishwasher Replacement for  
  David Crockett High School 
  Washing County, TN 
  TL Project No. ‐ 15436 
 
Dear Phillip, 
 
Bids were received on Thursday, August 6, 2020 in regards to the Dishwasher Replacement for 
David Crockett High School.  The qualifying low bidder for the work was Hoilman Construction 
Company,  Inc., with a  low bid amount of $138,103.00.   We recommend that the construction 
contract be awarded to Hoilman Construction Co, Inc.  Final award of the Bid is at the discretion 
of the Washington County School Board. 
 
Thank  you  for  your  assistance  throughout  the  Bid  process.    If  you  have  any  questions  or 
comments, please contact us.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
BEESON, LUSK AND STREET, INC. 
 

Jerry Sartain 
 
Jerry Sartain, AIA 
Senior Architect. 
 
Pc:  Doug Hoilman, Hoilman Construction Co. 

File 
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