
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, May 11, 2026 6:00 PM

School Media Center
P.O. Box 368

Paxton, NE 69155-0368

Agenda

1. Call To Order, Roll Call
2. Notice of Open Meetings Statute
3. Recognition of Visitors
4. Consent Agenda

4.1. Approval of Minutes
4.2. Financial Report
4.3. Reading and approval of general fund bills in the amount of $354,766.51. Checks 

#34707 to 34766.
4.4. Approve transfer of $354,766.51 from MMDA checking to general fund checking. 

Checks #34707 to 34766.
4.5. Activity Fund Report
4.6. Reading and approval of the Lunch fund bills in the amount of $10,320.92. Checks 

#8713 to 8719.
4.7. Reading and approval of Bond fund bills in the amount of $23,073.75. Checks 

#1057 to 1058
5. Information Item

5.1. NCPA Academic All State student recognition
6. Action Item

6.1. Discuss, consider and take action to recognize the State FPS students and Coach 
Peters.

6.2. Discuss, consider and take action to recognize state Science Olympiad students and 
Coach Drews and Coach Mullen.

6.3. Discuss, consider and take action to recognize state E-Sports participants and Coach 
Uden.

6.4. Discuss, consider and take action to ratify the teaching contract for Erica Schow for 
the 2026-2027 school year.

6.5. Discuss, consider and take action to approve NEE (Network for Educator 
Effectiveness) evaluation tool.

6.6. Discuss, consider and take action to approve an early graduation request for the 
2026-2027 school year.

6.7. Discuss, consider and take action to approve the Option Enrollment request from 
Ogallala

6.8. Discuss, consider and take action to approve the concrete bid.
6.9. Discuss, consider and take action to approve policies 6021 to 6045 as reviewed and 

revised.
6.10. Excuse Absent Board Members

7. Reports:
7.1. Report of the Superintendent
7.2. Report of the Principal



7.3. Committee Reports:
7.3.1. Finance and Personnel
7.3.2. Building and Grounds
7.3.3. Transportation
7.3.4. Instruction and Americanism

8. Next meeting dates and time
9. Adjournment

 











































































































6021 
District Criteria for Selecting Evaluators to be Used for Special 

Education Evaluation and Verification and Independent Educational 
Evaluations 

  
​ The following criteria shall be used for selecting evaluators according 
to 92 Nebraska Administrative Code 51-006.07B: 
 
1.  Those in-state service agencies that have approved rates for the current 

year established by the Nebraska Department of Education.  A list of 
service agencies with approved rates, including state agencies, 
individual providers, and in-state providers may be found at 
https://www.education.ne.gov/sped/service-agencies/. 

 
2.  Those Nebraska providers located within 500 miles of the building of the 

district where the child attends when driving by ordinary public 
roadways. 
 

3.  Evaluations must consider the educational, health, or other student 
records of the student provided by the district.  The parents, 
guardians, or age-appropriate student must provide any required 
consent to the disclosure of these records unless disclosure is already 
authorized by state and federal law. 

 
4.  Evaluations must be provided to the district, including all educational, 

health, student, or other records created as part of or relied upon to 
complete the evaluation.  The parents, guardians, or age-appropriate 
student must provide any required consent to the disclosure of these 
records unless disclosure is already authorized by state and federal 
law. 

 
5.  Evaluations must be conducted by a provider that is authorized, 

available, and willing to discuss, confer, or otherwise cooperate with 
the district regarding the evaluation, its results, or any other 
information related to the evaluation.  Such cooperation may include 
reasonable participation in, or the submission of additional reports or 
information to, an IEP, MDT, or SAT team.  The parents, guardians, or 
age-appropriate student must provide any required consent to the 
disclosure of these records or information unless disclosure is already 
authorized by state and federal law. 
 

6.  Evaluations must be sufficiently comprehensive for the evaluator to 
submit to the district a report that specifically details whether the 
student should be considered eligible for special education and related 



services, the nature of special education and related services 
recommended to accommodate the student’s suspected disability, and 
the particular facts or findings underlying the evaluator’s conclusions.  
This report must be submitted to the district within 45 days after the 
conclusion of the evaluation. 

 
7.  Evaluations must meet the then-current state standards for reliability, 

research-based processes, and educational or professional best 
practices. 

 
8.  Reimbursement to any evaluator chosen in conformance with this policy 

shall not exceed the cost that would be charged by the school district’s 
contracted providers for the same or substantially similar evaluation.     

 
​ All special education evaluations, including those independently 

obtained at the district’s expense, must be obtained in a manner 
consistent with the criteria set forth above, unless state or federal law 
requires waiver of one or more criteria in order to accommodate 
unique circumstances. 

 
 
 
Adopted on: June 14, 2021 
 

 



6025 

Student Cell Phone and Other Electronic Devices 

   

Students are prohibited from using cellular phones or other electronic 
devices while at school, except as provided in this policy or as deemed 
appropriate by a student’s education team.   
 

Students will not be allowed to wear headphones during the day unless they 
are specific for that class period or medically needed. Teachers will provide 
headphones for students if they are needed for class instruction. 
Headphones will be returned and kept in the teacher’s classroom. 

  

Students in grades 9-12 may use cell phones or other electronic devices on 
school grounds before and after school, during lunch and during passing 
time between classes so long as they do not create a distraction or a 
disruption. During class time, students will place their phones in each 
classroom’s designated cell phone area. Student’s smart devices will be 
placed in a designated area if they become a distraction in the learning 
environment. Students may not use cell phones or other electronic devices 
while they are in locker rooms or restrooms. 
  
Students in grades PreK-8 are not allowed to use cell phones and other 
personal smart devices during the school day. Students may leave their cell 
phones or smart devices in their lockers or backpack, but are not allowed to 
carry them during the day. 
  

By bringing their cell phones and other electronic communication devices to 
school, students consent to the search of said devices by school staff when 
the staff determines that such a search is reasonable or necessary.  

  

Students are strictly prohibited from sending, sharing, viewing, or 
possessing pictures, text messages, emails or other material of a sexual 
nature in electronic or any other form on a computer, cell phone, or other 
electronic device while at school.  Students who possess prohibited material 
on their cell phone or other electronic device while at school shall be subject 
to disciplinary consequences as articulated by the student handbook. 

  

Students may not use cell phones or electronic communication devices while 
riding in school vehicles, including listening to music, unless they have 
permission to do so from the driver or other adult responsible for their 
supervision.  

  



Students shall be personally and solely responsible for the security of their 
cell phones and personal electronic devices.  The district is not responsible 
for theft, loss or damage of a cell phone or any calls made on a cell phone. 

  

Students who violate this policy or other school rules will have their cell 
phones or electronic devices confiscated immediately.  The administration 
will return confiscated devices to the parent or guardian of the offending 
student, after discussing the rule violation with the student and parent or 
guardian.  Students who violate this policy may, at the discretion of the 
school’s administration, be subject to additional discipline, up to and 
including suspension or expulsion. 

  

  

Adopted on: June 14, 2021 

Reviewed and Revised on July 17, 2023 
 

 
 
 

 



6026 
Emergency Dismissal   

 
The superintendent or his/her designee is responsible for determining when 
school and/or extracurricular activities should be cancelled or dismissed due 
to severe weather or other emergency conditions.  Coaches and/or sponsors 
may not conduct practices on days that school is cancelled without first 
securing the superintendent’s specific permission. 
 
 
Adopted on: June 14, 2021 
 
 
 

 



6027 
Field Trips 

 
The board encourages instructional staff to incorporate field trips into the 
curriculum.  These trips should normally be conducted during the school day. 
 
1.​ General Conditions 
 
All trips must be pre-approved by the teacher’s building principal.  
Out-of-state and overnight trips require pre-approval by the board.  The 
superintendent and principals will develop guidelines for approval of trips 
and communicate those guidelines to teaching staff. 
 
2.​ Parental Permission 
 
Each student must submit a signed parental permission slip prior to being 
allowed to attend a field trip.  A new permission slip must be submitted for 
each trip. Caregivers, as that term is defined in the Nebraska Strengthening 
Families Act, shall be permitted to sign parental permission slips. 
 
3.​ Supervision 
 
Sponsoring teachers must ensure that students are adequately supervised 
and chaperoned by a responsible adult at all times during field trips.  
Whether paid staff or volunteers, chaperones are prohibited from drinking 
alcoholic beverages of any kind at any time during any field trip.  All 
chaperones must be at least 21 years of age.  Any chaperone who drives 
students must possess a valid driver’s license.  Chaperones who drive 
students in private vehicles must possess adequate insurance coverage.  
Chaperones do not have any property right in or to a chaperone assignment.  
The school district may deny or terminate a chaperone assignment for any 
reason that is not unconstitutional or unlawful.  The superintendent’s 
decision shall be final. 
 
4.​ Student Conduct 
 
Students must comply with the student code of conduct, any applicable 
extracurricular conduct codes, and all directives by trip chaperones. 
 
Adopted on: June 14, 2021​  

 



6028 
The Extracurricular Activities Program 

 
1.​ General Purpose 
 

a.​ The extracurricular program includes noncurricular activities 
which are sponsored by the school district.  These actives include 
sports, speech, plays, Future Farmers of America, Future 
Business Leaders of America, music performance groups and 
other activities which are sponsored by the school.   

 
b.​ Extracurricular activities are an important part of the total school 

experience, but are secondary to the academic program and 
must be kept in that perspective. 

 
c.​ Extracurricular activities do not include: 
 

i.​ co-curricular activities such as band and choir, in which 
students must participate as part of the requirements for 
enrollment in and receiving a grade for a particular course. 

 
ii.​ student-initiated, non-curriculum related student groups 

which are permitted to hold meetings and events on school 
premises.  These groups are not school-sponsored and are 
not governed by this policy or other policies and rules 
governing extracurricular groups.   

 
2.​ Governance 
 

a.​ All extracurricular activities shall be under the exclusive 
governance and control of the school district.  This control 
includes, but is not be limited to, the formation, naming, 
structure, operation, financing, and discontinuance of all 
extracurricular activities.  Extracurricular activities shall not have 
any separate or individual existence, status, rights, or authority. 

 
b.​ Students and sponsors will be governed by all board’s policies 

and administrative rules including the policy on field trips when 
traveling for extracurricular activities. 

 
3.​ Student Eligibility 

 
a.​ Students are encouraged to participate in extracurricular 

activities.  Participation shall be open to and limited to all 



students who are currently enrolled in the school district on a 
voluntary basis.   

 
b.​ Extracurricular activities may establish academic or course 

enrollment qualifications for participation if such qualifications 
are necessarily related to the purposes of the activity. 

 
c.​ Standards for scholastic eligibility for students wishing to 

participate in extracurricular activities shall be set by the 
administration and shall be consistent with at least the minimum 
standards provided by the NSAA. 

 
d.​ All students in grades 7-12 who participate in athletics must 

have a physical examination by a qualified health care provider 
at the student’s expense. 

 
e.​ Students who wish to participate in extracurricular activities 

must abide by the student code of conduct, the extracurricular 
code of conduct and any additional rules set by the activity 
sponsor.  

 
f.​ Students are not eligible to participate in any extracurricular 

activity until they and their parents/guardians have signed the 
student handbook and extracurricular handbook receipt and 
acknowledgement.   

 
4.​ Sponsors 

 
a.​ Each extracurricular activity must have a sponsor who is a 

member of the district’s certificated staff or a selected 
community member who is qualified by virtue of education, 
training, experience, or special interest to serve as the sponsor. 

 
b.​ The superintendent or his/her designee will assign activity 

sponsors.  Payment to sponsors will be negotiated with the 
sponsor based on the terms of any applicable collective 
bargaining agreement, the sponsor’s training and experience and 
any other lawful criteria.  Sponsors serve in their capacity as a 
sponsor at the will of the superintendent, who is specifically 
empowered to remove an activity sponsor in the 
superintendent’s sole discretion.     

 
c.​ Sponsors shall be required to: develop materials, activities, and 

a budget; promote membership and participation; communicate 



with the principal or designee, staff, students, and parents; 
schedule meeting dates and locations; plan meaningful 
experiences; supervise students during activities; evaluate and 
make recommendations; and submit a year-end report to the 
principal or designee.  

 
5.​ Fundraising Activities 
 

All fundraising activities shall require authorization by a member of the 
school district administration and shall be subject to all other school 
policies.  All money raised by these activities shall be governed by 
Policy 3005. 

 
 
Adopted on: June 14, 2021 

 
 



6029 
Activity Trips 

 
Students must travel to and from all activities in the transportation provided 
by the school unless otherwise approved by administration.  A student may 
travel home from an activity with his/her parent or guardian if the activity 
sponsor has personally released the student to the parents’ custody.  
Students who misbehave while on an activity trip may be subject to 
disciplinary consequences set forth in the board’s student discipline policy. In 
addition to any other disciplinary consequences imposed, students who 
misbehave while on school-sponsored trips may be prohibited from attending 
future trips. 
 
Students must comply with the board’s policies on field trips as well as the 
student code of conduct, the extracurricular code, and all directives of a 
sponsor or chaperone while on activity trip. 
 
 
Adopted on: June 14, 2021 
 
 
 

 



6030 
 

Public Appearances of School Groups 
  
The reputation of the school district is enhanced when student groups 
appear at public non-school functions.  Therefore, the board encourages 
student groups to appear at public events, subject to the following 
requirements: 
 
1. Activity sponsors must secure the permission of their building principal 

before booking a student group at a public event. 
 
2. Sponsors are discouraged from booking student groups to perform on 

more than one school night (Sunday-Thursday) per week. 
 
3. Student groups may not perform at a political rally without permission 

from the superintendent and prior notice to parents. 
 
4. The policies and rules that apply to field trips also apply to student group 

appearances in public. 
 
 
Adopted on: June 14, 2021 
 

 



​ 6031 
​ Emergency Exclusion  
 
Grounds for Emergency Exclusion.  Any student may be excluded from 
school in the following circumstances subject to the procedural provisions 
governing short term suspension found elsewhere in these policies or state 
law: 
 
(a) If the student has a dangerous communicable disease transmissible 
through normal school contacts and poses an imminent threat to the health 
or safety of the school community; or 
 
(b) If the student's conduct presents a clear threat to the physical safety of 
himself, herself, or others, or is so extremely disruptive as to make 
temporary removal necessary to preserve the rights of other students to 
pursue an education. 
 
Any emergency exclusion shall be based upon a clear factual situation 
warranting it and shall last no longer than is necessary to avoid the dangers 
that prompted the exclusion.   
 
Extension of Exclusion.  Pursuant to the Student Discipline Act, the 
principal has the authority to exclude a student from school for up to five 
school days on an emergency basis.  If the superintendent or 
superintendent’s designee determines that it is appropriate to consider the 
extension of an exclusion beyond five days, such consideration shall be 
made according to the procedures set forth below. 
 
Notification of Student’s Parent(s) or Guardian(s).  The superintendent 
or the superintendent’s designee shall notify the student’s parent(s) or 
guardian(s) that the principal has proposed the extension of the exclusion.  
If the initial notice is oral, the superintendent shall confirm it in writing.  The 
notice shall include notice of a recommended hearing examiner and an 
alternate hearing examiner for consideration by the parent(s) or guardian(s) 
if a hearing is requested. 
 
Opportunity to Request a Hearing.  The student’s parent(s) or 
guardian(s) may submit a request for a hearing on the proposed extension 
of the exclusion within one school day of receiving the notice of the proposed 
extension.        
​  
Failure to Request a Hearing.  If the parent(s) or guardian(s) do not 
request a hearing within one school day of receiving oral or written notice, 
the proposed extension of the exclusion shall automatically go into effect. 



 
Appointment and Qualifications of a Hearing Examiner.  The parent(s) 
or guardian(s) shall notify the superintendent within one school day of 
receiving notice of the recommended extension and proposed hearing 
examiner and alternate hearing examiner if the alternate hearing examiner 
is preferred. 
 
Hearing Examiner’s Notice to Parent(s) or Guardian(s).  The hearing 
examiner shall promptly give written notice of the time, date and place of 
the hearing.  The hearing will be held within ten school days after the initial 
date of exclusion; provided, the hearing may be held more than five school 
days after receipt of the request upon a showing of good cause.  No hearing 
will be held on less than two (2) school days’ notice unless otherwise agreed 
to by the student's parent(s) or guardian(s) and school officials. 
 
Continued Exclusion.  If a hearing is requested, the principal may 
determine in his or her sole discretion that the student shall remain excluded 
from school until the hearing officer makes a recommendation to the 
superintendent. 
 
Examination of Student’s Records and Affidavits.  Prior to the hearing, 
the student and his/her parent(s) or guardian(s) shall have the right to 
examine and have school officials explain the student's records and any 
affidavits that will be used by school officials at the hearing. 
 
Attendance at Hearing.  The hearing may be attended by the hearing 
examiner, the principal (or designee), the student, and the student's parents 
or guardian(s).  The student may be represented at this hearing by a 
representative of the family’s choice. 
 
Student’s Witness(es).  The student and his/her parent(s) or guardian(s) 
may ask any person with knowledge of the events leading up to the sanction 
or with general knowledge of the student's character to testify on behalf of 
the student.  If school personnel or other students are requested to testify 
by the student’s parent(s) or guardian(s), the hearing officer shall endeavor 
to help obtain the presence of such witnesses at the hearing. 
 
Right to Know Issues and Nature of Testimony.  The student and 
his/her parent(s) or guardian(s) have the right to request in advance of the 
hearing the issues which the administration will propose in support of the 
extension, and the general nature of the testimony of any administrative or 
expert witnesses. 
 
 



Presence of Student and Witnesses at the Hearing.  The student and 
witnesses may be excluded at the discretion of the hearing examiner in 
accordance with state statutes.  The student may speak in his/her own 
defense and may be questioned on such testimony, but may choose not to 
testify.  The school district shall make available to testify at the hearing any 
employee who is a witness to the matter upon request from the parent(s) or 
guardian(s). 
 
Sworn or Affirmed Testimony.  The principal or his or her designee shall 
present evidence supporting the recommended extension.  Witnesses will 
give testimony under oath of affirmation, and may be questioned. 
 
Hearing Examiner’s Report and Recommendations.  The hearing 
examiner shall prepare a report of his or her findings and recommendations, 
and forward the report to the superintendent. 
 
Superintendent’s Decision.  The superintendent will review the hearing 
examiner's report and determine whether to extend the exclusion.  He or 
she shall have the decision delivered or sent by registered or certified mail to 
the student, student's parent(s), or guardian(s).  If the superintendent 
decides to extend the exclusion, the extension will take effect immediately. 
 
 
Adopted on: June 14, 2021 
Revised on: July 15, 2024, June 9, 2025 
 

 



6032 
Constitution Day Education 

 
Each year on September 17, designated as Constitution Day, the school 
district will conduct a program designed to highlight the historic and 
continuing importance of the United States Constitution.  When September 
17 falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, the district will provide this 
program during the preceding or following week. 
 
The program shall be implemented within the guidelines of the U.S. 
Department of Education and in accordance with any other applicable laws 
and/or regulations. 
 
 
 
Adopted on: June 14, 2021 
 
 

 



6033 
Restraint and Seclusion of Students 

 
Restraint and seclusion, as defined below, are behavioral interventions.  The use of such 
behavioral interventions must be in accordance with this policy.  The following 
interventions do not constitute seclusion and restraint, and are not governed by this policy: 
voice control, limited to loud, firm commands; time-limited ignoring of specific behaviors; 
brief physical prompts to interrupt or prevent a specific behavior; physical interventions 
which a student’s health care provider has indicated are medically necessary for the 
treatment or protection of the individual; or other similar interventions.   
 
Definitions 
 
Physical restraint refers to a personal restriction that immobilizes or reduces the ability of a 
student to move his or her torso, arms, legs, or head freely.  The term physical restraint 
does not include a physical escort.  Physical escort means a temporary touching or holding 
of the hand, wrist, arm, shoulder or back for the purpose of inducing a student who is 
acting out to walk to a safe location. Physical restraint does not include incidental touching 
that comes along with movement inside a classroom, lunch line, or other areas of the school 
building where maintaining order is required. 
 
Mechanical restraint refers to the use of any device or equipment to restrict a student’s 
freedom of movement.  The term does not include devices implemented by trained school 
personnel, or utilized by a student that have been prescribed by an appropriate medical or 
related services professional and are used for the specific and approved purposes for which 
such devices were designed, such as: 
 

●​ Adaptive devices or mechanical supports used to achieve proper body position, balance, 
or alignment to allow greater freedom of mobility than would be possible without the use 
of such devices or mechanical supports; 

●​ Vehicle safety restraints when used as intended during the transport of a student in a 
moving vehicle; 

●​ Restraints for medical immobilization; or 
●​ Orthopedically prescribed devices that permit a student to participate in activities without 

risk of harm. 
 
Chemical restraint refers to the administration of medication for the purpose of restraint, 
but does not include the administration of medication in accordance with the directions 
and prescription of a physician with the consent of the student’s parent or guardian. 
 
Seclusion refers to the involuntary confinement of a student alone in a room or area from 
which the student is physically prevented from leaving.  It does not include a timeout, 
which is a behavior management technique that is part of an approved program, involves 
the monitored separation of the student in a non-locked setting, and is implemented for the 
purpose of calming. 
 



Use of Restraint and Seclusion 
 
The use of chemical restraint is strictly prohibited.  The use of any seclusion or restraint 
intervention for punitive or disciplinary purposes is strictly prohibited.  Similarly, the use of 
any technique that constitutes corporal punishment, which is the infliction of bodily pain as 
a penalty for disapproved behavior, is strictly prohibited.  Seclusion and/or restraint shall 
not be used for the convenience of staff or as a substitute for an educational program.  
When restraint or seclusion is used to respond to the danger of harm posed by a student’s 
behavior, the intervention shall be discontinued as soon as the danger of harm has 
dissipated.  
 
The use of mechanical restraint is strictly prohibited.  The use of physical restraint and 
seclusion is permitted in a manner consistent with this policy as reasonably necessary 
where the student’s behavior risks causing physical harm to self or others. 
 
Procedures  
 
No technique shall restrict a student’s breathing, deprive a student of basic needs, or 
unnecessarily expose a student to physical pain or discomfort. 
 
Seclusion shall not be used for students who are severely self-injurious or suicidal.  When 
seclusion is utilized as permitted by this policy, the following procedures shall be followed: 
 

●​ The student shall be monitored by an adult in close proximity who is able to regularly 
observe the student; 

●​ The confining space shall be approved for such use, unless the use of such a space is 
impossible or impracticable under the circumstances; 

●​ The confining space shall be appropriately lighted, ventilated, and heated or cooled; and 
●​ The confining space shall be free from objects that unreasonably expose the student or 

others to harm. 
 
If a pattern of behavior emerges that requires or is anticipated to require the use of 
restraint and/or seclusion for the student, the appropriate educators and/or team 
members shall review what assessments, evaluations, supports, services, programs, or 
placements are appropriate in light of the student’s needs and circumstances.  
 
Recording and Reporting 
 
Each incident of restraint or seclusion must be recorded and reported as required by the 
building administrators. 
 
Training 
 
All staff members shall be provided notice of this policy and will be trained on its contents.  
The Superintendent or his or her designee will identify school staff members likely to 
implement the restraint or seclusion interventions authorized by this policy and arrange 



for those individuals to receive appropriate training on the appropriate implementation of 
such interventions and the use of other behavioral supports and interventions. 
 
 
Adopted on: June 14, 2021 
​  
 

 



6034 
Concussion Awareness  

 
The Nebraska Unicameral has found that concussions are one of the “most 
commonly reported injuries in children and adolescents who participate in 
sports and recreational activities and that the risk of catastrophic injury or 
death is significant when a concussion or brain injury is not properly 
evaluated and managed.”  
 
The School District will:  
 

a.​ Require all coaches and trainers to complete a training course 
approved by the Chief Medical Officer one of the following on how to 
recognize the symptoms of a concussion or brain injury and how to 
seek proper medical treatment for a concussion or brain injury: 

  
b.​ On an annual basis provide concussion and brain injury information to 

students and their parents or guardians prior to such students 
initiating practice or competition.  This information will include: 

1​ The signs and symptoms of a concussion; 
2​ The risks posed by sustaining a concussion; and 
3​ The actions a student should take in response to sustaining a 

concussion, including the notification of his or her coaches. 
 

A student who participates on a school athletic team must be removed from 
a practice or game when he/she is reasonably suspected of having sustained 
a concussion or brain injury in such practice or game after observation by a 
coach or a licensed health care professional who is professionally affiliated 
with or contracted by the school. The student will not be permitted to 
participate in any school supervised team athletic activities involving physical 
exertion, including practices or games, until the student: 
 

a.​ has been evaluated by a licensed health care professional; 
 

b.​ has received written and signed clearance to resume participation in 
athletic activities from the licensed health care professional; and 
 

c.​ has submitted the written and signed clearance to resume 
participation in athletic activities to the school accompanied by 
written permission to resume participation from the student’s 
parent or guardian. 

 



If a student is reasonably suspected after observation of having sustained a 
concussion or brain injury and is removed from an athletic activity, the 
parent or guardian of the student will be notified by the school of: 
 

a.​ the date and approximate time of the injury suffered by the 
student, 
 

b.​ the signs and symptoms of a concussion or brain injury that were 
observed, and 
 

c.​ any actions taken to treat the student. 
 
The school district will not provide for the presence of a licensed health care 
professional at any practice or game. 
 
School officials shall deem the signature of an individual who represents that 
he/she is a licensed health care professional on a written clearance to 
resume participation that is provided to the school to be conclusive and 
reliable evidence that the individual who signed the clearance is a licensed 
health care professional. The school will not take any additional or 
independent steps to verify the individual’s qualifications. 
 
Students who have sustained a concussion and returned to school may need 
informal or formal accommodations, modifications of curriculum, and 
monitoring by medical or academic staff until the student is fully recovered.  
The school's "return to learn protocol" shall follow the model provided by the 
Nebraska Department of Education. Nothing in this policy or the referenced 
protocol shall entitle a student who has sustained a concussion to an 
individualized plan under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, although staff 
will refer students who have sustained a concussion for evaluation under 
Section 504 as appropriate.   
 

 
Adopted on: June 14, 2021 
Reviewed and revised on: June 9, 2025 
​  

 



6035 
Athletic Contest Participation by Sixth Graders 

 
If there are fewer than 12 boys or 12 girls in the combined enrollment of the 
seventh and eighth grades when those grades are part of the elementary 
school system, sixth grade students may participate in athletic contests 
between schools, within a school system, or between school systems if the 
school administration judges that it is appropriate after taking into 
consideration the competition’s nature and value to the students, its physical 
requirements and dangers, and the sixth grade students’ ages, physical and 
mental abilities, maturity, skills, and preparation for the competition.  
Otherwise, pupils in kindergarten through the sixth grade may not 
participate in any kinds of athletic contests between schools, within a school 
system, or between school systems except as provided in this policy or as 
otherwise allowed by law.  This prohibition does not apply to annual field or 
play days.   
 
 
Adopted on: June 14, 2021 
 
 

 



6036 
Reading Instruction and Intervention Services 

 
The purpose of this policy is to facilitate reading instruction and intervention services to 
address student reading needs, including, but not limited to, dyslexia.  It is the school 
district’s goal that each student be able to read at or above grade level by third grade. 
 
Effective Reading Teachers.  It is the intent of the school district to employ teachers for 
kindergarten through third grade who are effective reading teachers as evidenced by (a) 
evaluations based on classroom observations and student improvement on reading 
assessments or (b) specialized training in reading improvement.  
 
Reading Assessment.  The school district will administer a reading assessment approved 
by the Nebraska Department of Education three times during the school year to all students 
in kindergarten through third grade.  Exceptions to this requirement include:  

●​ Any student receiving specialized instruction for limited English proficiency who has 
been receiving such instruction for less than two years; 

●​ Any student receiving special education services for whom such assessment would 
conflict with the individualized education plan; and  

●​ Any student receiving services under a plan pursuant to the requirements of section 504 
of the federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. 794, or Title II of the federal 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, 42 U.S.C. 12131 to 12165, as such acts and 
sections existed on January 1, 2018, for whom such assessment would conflict with such 
section 504 or Title II plan.   

The first assessment for kindergarten students must occur within the first 45 calendar days 
that school is in session of each school year.  For all other grades, the first assessment must 
occur within the first 30 calendar days that school in in session of each school year.  
Diagnostic assessments used within a supplemental reading intervention program do not 
require Nebraska Department of Education approval.  
​  
Deficiency Identification.  Any student in kindergarten through third grade performing 
below the threshold level as determined by the Nebraska Department of Education shall be 
identified as having a reading deficiency for purposes of the Nebraska Reading 
Improvement Act and this policy.  A student who is identified as having a reading deficiency 
shall remain identified as having a reading deficiency until the student performs at or above 
the threshold level on an approved reading assessment.  Nothing in the Nebraska Reading 
Improvement Act or this policy shall prohibit a school district from identifying any other 
student as having a reading deficiency.  
 
Supplemental Reading Intervention Program. The school district will provide a 
supplemental reading intervention program to ensure that students can read at or above 
grade level at the end of third grade.  The school district may work collaboratively with a 
reading specialist at the Nebraska Department of Education, with educational service units, 
with learning communities, or through interlocal agreements to develop and provide such 



supplemental reading intervention programs. Each supplemental reading intervention 
program must be:  

●​ Provided to any student identified as having a reading deficiency;  
●​ Implemented during regular school hours in addition to regularly scheduled reading 

instruction unless otherwise agreed to by a parent or guardian; and  
●​ Made available as a summer reading program between each summer for any student who 

has been enrolled in grade one, grade two, or grade three or in a higher grade and is 
identified as continuing to have a reading deficiency at the conclusion of the school year 
preceding such summer reading program.  The summer reading program may be held in 
conjunction with existing summer programs in the school district or in a community 
reading program not affiliated with the school district or offered online.  

The supplemental reading intervention program may also include:  
●​ Reading intervention practices that are evidence-based;  
●​ Diagnostic assessments to identify specific skill-based strengths and weaknesses a 

student may have; 
●​ Frequent monitoring of student progress throughout the school year with instruction 

adjusted accordingly;  
●​ Intensive intervention using strategies selected from the following list to match the 

weaknesses identified in the diagnostic assessment:  
o​ Development in phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and reading 

comprehension;  
o​ Explicit and systematic instruction with detailed explanations, extensive 

opportunities for guided practice, and opportunities for error corrections and 
feedback; or  

o​ Daily targeted individual or small-group reading intervention based on student 
needs as determined by diagnostic assessment data subject to planned 
extracurricular school activities;  

●​ Strategies and resources to assist with reading skills at home, including parent-training 
workshops and suggestions for parent-guided home reading; or  

●​ Access to before-school or after-school supplemental reading intervention with a teacher 
or tutor who has specialized training in reading intervention.  

 
Parent/Guardian Notification.  The school will give notice in writing or by electronic 
communication to the parent(s) or guardian(s) of any student identified as having a reading 
deficiency within 15 working days of such identification that the student has been 
identified as having a reading deficiency and that an individual reading improvement plan 
will be established and shared with the parents or guardians.  
 
Reading Improvement Plan.  Any student who is identified as having a reading deficiency 
will receive an individualized reading improvement plan, that shall include a supplemental 
reading intervention program, no later than 30 days after the identification of the reading 
deficiency.  The reading improvement plan may be created by the teacher, the principal, 
other pertinent school personnel, and the parents or guardians of the student and shall 
describe the reading intervention services the student will receive through the 
supplemental reading intervention program to remedy the reading deficiency.  The student 



must receive reading intervention services through the supplemental reading intervention 
program until the student is no longer identified as having a reading deficiency.  
 
Reading Progress.  Each student in kindergarten through third grade and his or her 
parent(s) or guardian(s) will be informed of the student's reading progress within a 
reasonable time after the school district receives the results from the student’s approved 
reading assessment. 
 
NDE Professional Learning System.  The Nebraska Department of Education provides a 
professional learning system.  The elementary school(s) and early childhood education 
programs approved by the State Board of Education will ensure that teachers who teach 
children from four years of age through third grade are aware of the professional learning 
system and are adequately trained regarding evidence-based reading instruction to 
effectively instruct students in reading. 
 
NDE Report.  On or before July 1 of each year, the school district will provide the required 
information relating to dyslexia to the Nebraska Department of Education.   
 
Adopted on: June 14, 2021 
Revised on: July 15, 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



6037 
Selection and Review of Library Media 

 
The board approves curriculum and curriculum-related materials for the district with input 
from administrators and staff.  Those processes are covered in other board policies.  Staff 
members seeking to procure materials for use during instruction must follow board policy, 
practices, and directives.  Those items are not covered by this policy. 
 
The district procures library books and other media available to students that are not part 
of a specific class or curriculum.  For purposes of this policy, those will be called library 
materials.   This policy addresses the selection and review of library materials, regardless of 
their source.  This policy applies regardless of whether library materials are purchased 
using district funds, donated, or shared at no cost to the district. 
 
No Right to Materials.  The board supports having excellent educational opportunities for 
students, including availability of library materials used to enrich the educational 
experience.  However, the board and administration are responsible for considering 
materials based on a variety of factors and legal obligations.  There is no right to force any 
material to be included or excluded.  Staff requesting library materials do so only within the 
course and scope of their employment with the district. 
 
Selection Process.  The selection and approval of new library materials must comply with 
the district’s general requisition, donation, and budgeting requirements.  To ensure 
materials selected are appropriate for the district’s students and consistent with the 
district’s legal obligations. The school librarian or media specialist is responsible for the 
selection of library materials.  
 
Requested Review of Library Materials.  A concerned parent of a current student or 
patron living within the school district boundaries may request the review of a specific 
library material (i.e., a specific book, magazine, etc.) or portion of a specific library material.  
The parent or patron must first discuss their concern with the building principal and 
explain their concern regarding the library material.  If there is no principal assigned to that 
building, the parent or patron should discuss their concern with the superintendent.  The 
board believes most concerns will be resolved in this manner. 
 
If the parent or patron is unsatisfied after the informal review and discussion with the 
relevant administrator, they may request a review in writing.  To request a review, the 
individual must complete the Library Material Review Request form and submit it to the 
superintendent.   
 
The superintendent will review the request with the board instruction and Americanism 
committee, librarian or media specialist, staff and legal counsel if necessary within a 
reasonable time after receiving it.  The committee may consult with or seek input from the 
school’s librarian or media specialist, staff, and legal counsel at its discretion.  The 
committee will make a recommendation to the board to remove the material, keep the 
material, restrict access to the material to students based on age or grade level, or make any 



other determination or recommendation the committee deems appropriate.  The board will 
review the request, consider the committee’s recommendation, and make a determination 
regarding the requested review.  The decision regarding the review will be communicated 
to the requester in writing by the superintendent.   
 
The decision of the board is final, and there is no appeal regarding the review of library 
material. 
 
Additional Rules for Library Media Review.  Unless the superintendent decides 
otherwise, the library material will remain in circulation while a review is pending.  Unless 
otherwise required by law, no library material will be reviewed again within 4 years after a 
requested review is completed.  Any parent or patron requesting review of multiple library 
materials may only request a maximum of 5 materials to be reviewed at one time, and a 
new request cannot be submitted until the prior review is completed and notice of the 
determination is provided to the requesting party.  Nothing in this policy prohibits the 
superintendent or their designee from reviewing library material outside of the review 
process contained in this policy and taking any action the superintendent or their designee 
deems appropriate. 
 
 
Adopted on: July 18, 2022 
Reviewed and Revised on: July 17, 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6038 
Artificial Intelligence 

 
As used in this policy, artificial intelligence tools (“AI Tools”) mean machine-based 
resources that use computer science, algorithms, large language models, and/or machine 
learning to perform tasks, answer questions, collect information, and respond to 
human-directed tasks, queries, and objectives.  AI Tools include, but are not necessarily 
limited to, commercially-available resources like ChaptGPT, Google Bard, and other 
chatbots. 
 
The board recognizes that among other resources, when properly used, AI Tools may 
provide valuable source information to students and teachers in relation to the district’s 
academic curriculum and assignments.  Student use of AI Tools should focus on using such 
tools as a resource and for background material, rather than using the AI Tools to complete 
the assignment.  Therefore, AI Tools may only be used by students in accordance with the 
following requirements: 
 

1.​ Unless an individual teacher affirmatively communicates to students that AI Tools may 
be used for a specific assignment, then AI Tools may not be used.  Individual teachers 
will decide for each individual assignment the extent to which students may use AI Tools 
for such assignment.  Teachers are encouraged to make such a decision in advance of 
students being given the individual assignment in question. 
 

2.​ Teachers will communicate to all students responsible for completing an assignment the 
extent to which such students may use AI Tools in connection with such assignment.  
Teachers will endeavor to include in such communications examples of permissible and 
impermissible uses of AI Tools. 
 

3.​ If a student uses any AI Tools in connection with a school assignment, the student must 
comply with the following: 
 

a.​ The student must explicitly disclose to the teacher in writing that the student used 
an AI Tool and the specific AI Tool used. 
 

b.​ In any student work (whether hard copy, electronic, digital, or otherwise), the 
student shall give proper attribution to the AI Tool(s) used to the same extent that 
students are expected to give proper attribution to other sources of information 
such as books, texts, encyclopedias, secondary sources, and other traditional 
media.  Such attribution may include, but is not necessarily limited to, accurate 
quotations, citations, footnotes, endnotes, and/or bibliography entries. 

 
c.​ In no instance may the output from one or more AI Tools be copied and placed 

within a student’s work as if the student wrote such section himself or herself.  
For example and not limitation, students may not outsource the organization or 
the writing of any written work to any AI Tool. 

 



4.​ A student’s failure to meet the requirements stated in this policy will constitute a 
violation of the district’s prohibitions against cheating plagiarism and/or academic 
dishonesty, including but not necessarily limited to such prohibitions stated in the Student 
Handbook, which violation will subject the student to discipline up to and including 
expulsion. 
 

5.​ The student requirements stated above are the minimum requirements for any student 
assignment.  An individual teacher may impose more stringent requirements for any 
specific academic assignment or coursework. 

 
 
 
Adopted on: July 17, 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



6039 
Repeat of Grade at Parent-Guardian Request  

 
Parents and guardians may request that their student repeat a grade level 
under the following conditions:  

 
Students in Kindergarten through Fourth Grade 

 
Parents and guardians of students in kindergarten through fourth grade may 
request that their student repeat the grade level that the student has just 
completed under the following conditions:  

 
1)​ If the student is at least one year below grade level and behind the 

child's typically developing peers in reading, English, and language 
arts such that the child does not possess the necessary academic 
skills required to succeed in reading, English, and language arts at 
grade level for the next grade to which the student would otherwise 
advance; or 

2)​ If the student was absent fifty percent or more of the days in which 
school was in session for students during the school year which the 
student has just completed; or  

3)​ If the student experienced a severe mental or physical illness 
resulting in hospitalization of two or more weeks during the school 
year. 

 
Students in Fifth through Twelfth Grade  

 
Parents and guardians of students in fifth through twelfth grade may request 
that their student repeat the grade level that the student has just completed 
if the student was absent fifty percent or more of the days in which school 
was in session for students during the school year which the student has just 
completed. 
 
Procedure for Parent Requests for Student Grade Repetition  

 
Parents and guardians who seek to have their student repeat the grade level 
just completed must submit a written request to the student’s building 
principal no earlier than the day after the last scheduled student attendance 
day of the school year, and no later than two weeks after that date.  This 
deadline may be waived by the superintendent for good cause shown.  The 
request must include written documentation the provides evidence that the 
parents or guardians believe substantiate that the conditions outlined above 
have been met.  
 



The principal shall promptly forward the request to the superintendent or 
his/her designee, along with any building-level information about the student 
which the principal believes will be relevant to the superintendent or 
designee in responding to the parents’ or guardian’s request.    

 
The superintendent or designee shall review the request and promptly 
schedule a meeting with the parents or guardians.  At this meeting, the 
superintendent or designee shall identify any alternative educational 
opportunities available to the student, including remedial instruction if 
applicable, and verify any special education supports available to the 
student. If the child's parent or guardian still intends to have such child 
repeat a grade, the parent or guardian shall complete a form prescribed by 
the Nebraska Department of Education and return the form to the office of 
the superintendent of schools.   

 
Upon completion of the form and if all requirements pursuant to this policy 
are met, the school district shall have the child repeat the child's grade for 
the next school year.  

 
Nothing in this policy modifies the school district’s policies on mandatory 
attendance and reporting excessive absenteeism to the county attorney or 
other members of law enforcement.  Likewise, nothing in this policy shall 
dictate or direct the provision of special education or related services, 
including but not limited to any IEP team decision about the appropriate 
educational placement of a child with a disability under Rule 51 of the 
Nebraska Department of Education.  

 
Adopted on: July 15, 2024 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6040 
Prekindergarten (Preschool or Early Childhood) Program 

 
The school board establishes a program to provide prekindergarten services 
as an early childhood or preschool program.  The school district will provide 
the program in compliance with state law and 92 NAC 11 (Nebraska 
Department of Education “Rule 11”).  The availability of the program is 
subject to the district being able to employ and retain appropriate and 
qualified personnel. 
 
Purpose.  The purpose of the program is to promote the social, emotional, 
intellectual, language, physical, and aesthetic development and learning for 
the children served and to promote family development and support. 
 
Age Participation.  The program will be available to children of the 
following ages: 

●​ Children who are 4 years of age by December 31st at the start of the 
enrollment year; and 

●​ Children who are 5 years of age at the start of the enrollment year, so 
long as they do not turn 6 years of age prior to January 1 of that year 
(subject to the participation limitation below).  

All enrollment is subject to capacity limitations and enrollment priorities 
established in this policy.  
 
Capacity Limitation.  The maximum capacity for the program is _30__ 
children.  In the event where the total number of children registered for the 
program by July 15 rises above __30__, the district will only offer the 
program to children with the following priority for enrollment: 

●​ 4-year-olds; 
●​ “At-risk” children (as defined by Rule 11); 
●​ Qualified five-year-old students; and 

If the program is at capacity after July 15, further enrollment applications 
will be denied.  Exception:  If an “at-risk child” (as defined by Rule 11) 
moves into the district and the program is at capacity, the child will be 
enrolled in the program.  The youngest child in the class that is not “at risk” 
will be withdrawn from the program. 
Program Coordinator. The program will be coordinated by a an individual 
qualified by law to be a Program Coordinator. 
 
Program and Staff Requirements. All teachers and administrators in 
prekindergarten programs must hold a valid certificate or permit to teach 
issued by NDE except as otherwise allowed by law or Rule 11. 
 



Participation and Inclusion. Participation of children and families in the 
program will be voluntary. The program will not exclude children verified as 
having disabilities and will include to the extent possible children of diverse 
social and economic characteristics. 
 
Birth Certificates. Within 30 days of enrollment, parents or guardians must 
submit a certified copy of the child's birth certificate or other documentation 
in compliance with the Missing Children Identification Act (sections 43-2001 
through 43-2012). 
 
Instructional Hours. Each class in the program will operate a minimum of 
12 instructional hours per week during the school year.  Programs receiving 
grant funds pursuant to state law will operate a minimum of 450 
instructional hours per school year. 
 
Fees.  The district may charge a fee for its program in accordance with the 
Policy 5045 - Student Fees, provided that the fee may not exceed the actual 
cost of the program.  If the district charges a fee, it will also use a sliding fee 
scale in order to maximize the participation of economically and categorically 
diverse groups.  The district may waive fees on the basis of need. 
 
General Reports. The head administrator will include information about the 
program in the NDE approved data system.  All early childhood data is due 
as specified by the data system calendar. 
 
Early Childhood Program Report.  An Early Childhood Program Report 
Form will be submitted annually by October 15 on the form required by NDE. 
 
Planning. Each program will have a planning period that complies with the 
requirements of Rule 11. 
 
Coordination with Existing Programs and Funding Sources. The 
district will develop, and keep on file, a written plan to show that the 
program will be coordinated or contracted with existing programs in 
compliance with Rule 11 requirements.  The district will develop and keep on 
file a written plan to coordinate and use a combination of local, state, and 
federal funding sources including, but not limited to, those listed in Rule 11 
in order to maximize the participation of economically and categorically 
diverse groups of children and to ensure that participating children and 
families have access to knowledge of comprehensive services that may be 
available. 
 
Additional Rule 11 Requirements.  Rule 11 includes additional 
requirements that are not included in this policy, including but not limited to 



requirements addressing family development and support; developmentally 
and culturally appropriate curriculum, practices, and assessment; evaluation 
and quality assurance; program staff; child/staff ration and group size; 
facilities, equipment, health, and safety; meals and snacks, immunizations; 
supervision; toileting; infants and toddlers; Sixpence programs; and 
home-based programs.  The district will comply with these additional 
requirements that are applicable to the program.   
 
Special Education Act Compliance.  Nothing in this policy allows the 
school district to fail to meet its responsibilities under the Special Education 
Act (section 79-1110 through 79-1167).  To the extent there is any conflict 
between this policy or Rule 11 with the Special Education Act, the Act shall 
control.   
 
Adopted on: July 15, 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6041 
Malcolm X Day Education 

 
Each year on May 19th, designated as El-Hajj Malik ElShabazz, Malcolm X 
Day, the school district will hold suitable exercises in recognition of the 
sacrifices of the late Nebraska Hall of Fame inductee El-Hajj Malik 
El-Shabazz, Malcolm X, and his contributions to the betterment of society.  
When May 19th falls on a Saturday or Sunday, the district will provide the 
suitable exercises during the preceding or following week.  The program 
shall be implemented within any applicable laws and/or regulations. 
 
 
Adopted on: July 15, 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6042 
Projection Maps 

 
The school district will only use the Gall-Peters projection map or a similar 
cylindrical equal-area projection map or the AuthaGraph projection map for 
display or use in the classroom.  Use of the Mercator projection map is 
prohibited unless: 
 
1.​ The Mercator projection map is used in conjunction with other projection 

maps in a teaching exercise to demonstrate that all maps are flawed in 
some way and different map projections serve different functions and 
may affect how individuals view the world; or 

 
2.​ The Mercator projection map is part of any:  

 
a.​ book or material obtained prior to July 19, 2024; or geographic 

information system; or computer program that renders a 
three-dimensional representation of Earth based primarily on 
satellite imagery, such as Google Earth or similar software; and  

b.​ a Gall-Peters projection map or similar cylindrical equal-area 
projection map or an AuthaGraph projection map is displayed in the 
classroom or shown to students during the lesson in which a 
Mercator projection map is used.   

 
 
Adopted on: July 15, 2024​  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
6043 

Sharing Mapping Data 
 
This policy shall provide for the sharing of information to public safety 
agencies in order to implement effective emergency response protocols.   
 
Definition.  Mapping data means maps relating to the school buildings or 
school property with data for an efficient emergency response.   

 
Sharing of Mapping Data.  Mapping data shall be shared in an electronic 
or printable format with public safety agencies that provide emergency 
services to district property to assist those agencies in responding to an 
emergency on district property.  

 
Requirements Related to Mapping Data.  Mapping data shared with 
public safety agencies pursuant to this policy shall meet the following 
requirements: 

●​ The mapping data shall be compatible with and able to be integrated 
into software platforms used by public safety that provide emergency 
services to the specific school for which the data is provided without 
requiring: 

○​ The purchase of additional software by such public safety 
agencies; or  

○​ The integration of third-party software to view the data;  
●​ The mapping data shall be a finished map product in a file format 

easily accessible using a standard or open-source file reader, 
depending on the needs of the school and the public safety agency;  

●​ The mapping data shall be provided in a printable format;  
●​ The mapping data shall be verified for accuracy, during production and 

annually, through a walk-through of the school campus;  
●​ The mapping data shall give an indication of what direction is true 

north;  
●​ The mapping data shall include accurate floor plans overlaid on 

accurate, verified aerial imagery of the school campus;  
●​ The mapping data shall contain site-specific labeling that matches the 

structure of school buildings, including room labels, hallway names, 
external door or stairwell numbers, locations of hazards, key utility 
locations, key boxes, automated external defibrillators, and trauma 
kits using standard labeling rules set by the State Department of 
Education;  

●​ The mapping data shall contain site-specific labeling that matches the 
school grounds, including parking areas, athletic fields, surrounding 



roads, and neighboring properties using standard labeling rules set by 
the State Department of Education; and  

●​ The mapping data shall be overlaid with a grid and coordinates. 
 

Annual Certification or Updates.  The district shall annually:  
●​ Certify to the appropriate public safety agencies that the mapping data  

provided pursuant to this policy is accurate; or  
●​ If such information has changed, provide the appropriate public safety 

agencies with updated mapping data. 
 
Reimbursement.  The Superintendent shall apply to the State Department 
of Education in the manner prescribed by the Commissioner of Education for 
a grant to cover the costs of providing payment to vendors on behalf of the 
school district to facilitate the implementation of mapping data in accordance 
with this policy.  Such application shall include a copy of this school policy, 
an estimate from a vendor on the cost of providing such mapping data that 
meets the requirements of this policy, and any other information the 
department may require.  Alternatively, the Superintendent may apply to 
and contract with the district’s educational service unit in the manner 
prescribed by the educational service unit for purposes of covering the costs 
of facilitating mapping data in accordance with this policy. 
 
 
Adopted on: July 15, 2024​  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6044 
​ Participation and Assignment of Athletic Teams  

Designation of Athletic Team or Sport.   
 
The terms male, female, and coed are defined as provided by state law.  All 
athletic and sports teams of the district are hereby designated as male, 
female, or coed as follows: 

Sport/Team Designation 

Football Coed 

Volleyball Female 

Cross Country Male and Female Teams 

Golf Coed 

Basketball Male and Female Teams 

Wrestling Male and Female Teams 

Track Male and Female Teams 

  
Participation on Assigned Teams.  Males shall not participate on teams 
designated for females.  Females may only participate on male teams when 
there is no female team offered or available for such sport.  Males and 
females may participate on coed teams and in coed events as long as their 
participation is consistent with the eligibility and other rules of that team or 
event. 
Determination of Student Sex.  To determine eligibility, a student and the 
student’s parent or guardian shall provide the district with confirmation of 
the student’s sex on a document signed by a doctor or signed under 
authority of a doctor. 
Conduct of Visitors and the Public.  Visitors and members of the public 
attending district interscholastic team activities are expected to comply with 
all district policies and practices, including sportsmanship rules. 
 
Adopted on: July 14, 2025 
 
 
 
 



6045​
Behavioral Intervention 

General Approach. The district utilizes a tiered system of support to foster 
a positive school climate and culture, encourage appropriate student 
behavior, and provide the necessary supports for academic and behavioral 
success. 
  
Interaction with Student Discipline Policy.  This policy does not replace 
the Student Discipline policy or limit the District’s authority under the 
Student Discipline Act when behaviors warrant action under that policy or 
Act. 
Classroom Removal.  Students may be removed from the classroom if the 
student poses a threat to their own safety, the safety of others, or the 
environment or if the student’s behavior is disruptive to the learning 
environment.  When appropriate, prior to removal staff should consider the 
use of de-escalation techniques, behavior redirection, or other Tier 1 or Tier 
2 or comparable interventions.  
  
When classroom removal is appropriate, the District will consider whether 
the student requires additional support to transition back to the classroom 
and continue to monitor the student’s behavior to adjust interventions and 
supports as needed.  
Required Training.  The School District, independently or through the 
educational service unit, will develop and provide behavioral awareness and 
intervention training to employees with behavioral management 
responsibilities.  Each employee with behavior management responsibilities 
must complete the behavioral awareness and intervention training during the 
2026-27 school year or during the first year of employment with the district. 
The length of such training will be at least 2 hours. 
Behavioral Awareness Point of Contact (BAPC). Each school building 
must designate one or more school employees as a BAPC.  Each BAPC must 
have knowledge of community services providers and other resources 
available for students and families.  Each BAPC must coordinate access to 
support services for students. 
The BAPC will be identified on the district website and in the school directory. 
 
Adopted on: July 14, 2025 



Superintendent Report - May 2026

Well we are quickly approaching the end of another amazing year at Paxton 
Schools.  It has truly been an amazing year and needless to say, I am truly going to 
miss ALL of this.  I’ve been blessed with great students, staff and school board 
members. Thank you!!!

Don’t let me forget to ask for help at the Graduation ceremony next Saturday.  We 
would like to have two board members to help read and hand out diplomas.  Also, 
we will have board members sign diplomas on Monday as well.  Thank you for 
helping.

You will notice on the agenda a Bond payment this month.  This is the June 
interest payment and an annual documentation fee.  One payment closer to paying 
off the bond.  So exciting!!

We have a lot of student recognition this month. It is always a highlight of any 
meeting to celebrate student success in all activities. I have been fortunate 
enough to travel with these students to activities throughout the years and just 
one more thing I am truly going to miss.  Our students so respectful and polite that 
it has always been a joy to be a part of their journey.

The safety committee met following our recent lockdown and evacuation drill.  We 
had a good discussion and possible changes. None of our drills are ever the same 
so it is always good to practice different scenarios.  A huge thank you to our 
sheriffs department and local fire and rescue for being part of our team.

The building committee met to look at concrete bids this past week.  We will 
discuss this more on Monday as the bid is on the agenda.

This will be the last set of policies for review for a while.  Good job taking the time 
to review policies each month. This takes time but is an important part of the 
board and administration responsibilities.  

Mrs. McAbee and I have started Accelerated Reader celebrations.  I celebrated last 
week with 11 elementary students who reached at least 50 points.  We had banana 
splits, chocolate and sprinkles with our ice cream.  Unlimited servings of ice 
cream, I might add.  :). I of course did this last period of the day so I could send 
them home immediately  following.  LOL.  

On Tuesday we will take 15 students to the Rec Center in NP and have a pizza 
party with them at the park. Mrs. McAbee has a trip planned for Thursday 



otherwise Ole’s with MS/HS students and then we have 3 students who earned a 
trip to Elitches.  We are planning this trip for Monday, June 1st.

I am having donuts with all the students over the next week.  I am doing this as a 
way to say “Thank You” to all the students who have helped make my career here 
so special.  If you would like a donut, please join me on Tuesday at 8:00 or 
Thursday at 9:40. 

I had donuts with the seniors on their last day.  Very emotional  to say the least.  I 
asked them complete an exit survey and I can share some of these results at the 
meeting.  

I showed the school to two families this past week.  One of the families has 
recently moved into the new housing addition and will have a preschool student 
with us next year.  The other family lives in Keystone and have a KG student.  They 
are visiting Paxton and Arthur to decide which school to attend.  

Speaking of Preschool.  The number currently stands at 19 students with a variety 
of abilities and needs. Therefore, we are seriously considering  having an AM and 
PM preschool again next year.  A final decision will be made soon and a calendar 
change will need to be made to start one week earlier if that is the case.  This will 
be necessary in order to have enough hours (450) during this year.  

I will close for now and save the rest for Monday. I show that Cory and Doug L. are 
scheduled to look at the bills this month.   
Have a good weekend.  
Del



Mrs. McAbee 
Principal Report 
May 8, 2026 

Student Activities: 

Music:  Mrs. Peters and the band students traveled to Grant for the District Music Contest on 
April 24th. The band received a II (Excellent) rating, Emma Lake received a II (Excellent) rating 
for her vocal solo, and Madilynn Mullen received a I (Superior) rating for her clarinet solo. Way 
to go Tigers! 
 
Science Olympiad: The Science Olympiad teams traveled to Lincoln for the state competition 
on April 18th.  
In the middle school division, the team placed 6th overall! 
Anatomy 5th 
Crimebusters 4th 
Entomology 6th 
Helicopter 5th 
Hovercraft 4th 
Mission Possible 3rd 
Scrambler 5th 
Write it do it 4th 
Aerial scramble 6th 
 
In the high school division, individual awards included: 
Bungee Drop - 2nd (Ella and Marlee) 
Dynamic Planet - 6th (Madilynn and Preston) 
Helicopter - 4th (Thomas and James) 
 
Way to go Tigers! 
 
E-Sports:  
 
The E-Sports teams competed at the state level in April. The Fortnite team consisting of Briley 
Dorram, Xavier Diaz, Thomas Jay, and Keegan Florom finished 4th in the state. The state 
tournament for this game is played remotely due to the amount of internet and devices needed. 
Good job Tigers! 
 
The Valorant team traveled to Doane University to compete at the state level. The team 
consisting of Gauge Florom, Chase Holm, Thomas Jay, Kepler Spurgin, James Potts, and Brodi 
Bartlett finished 3rd. Way to go! 
 
On May 2nd, the Mario Kart team and Valorant team traveled to Hastings to compete in a small 
tournament there. The Valorant team (Chase, Kepler, Thomas, Gauge, and James) finished 2nd 
and the Mario Kart teams placed 3rd (Avery and Abby) and 5th (Ella and Tori).  



 
 
 
Testing:  
Students in grades 6-8 have all finished their NSCAS testing along with 9th grade MAP testing. 
 
FFA:  
The FFA banquet was held on Monday, May 4th. Congratulations to next year’s officers: 
President - Reece Glinn 
Vice President - Landon Drews 
Secretary -  
Treasurer -  
Reporter -  
 
The FFA members also traveled to the Sustainable Beef Plant on April 27th. Special thanks to 
Doug and Linda Drews for assisting with this trip. 
 
NHS: 
Members of the NHS have worked hard recently to finish their community service projects. 
Special thanks to Natalie and Reece for organizing our community trash pick-up for grades 
6-12. Students received an ice cream treat after they finished! 
 
 
Upcoming Student Activities: 
May12th - Honors Night - 6:00 Middle School, 6:45 High Schools 
May 13th - District Track at Paxton 
May 14th - AR 100 pt award lunch for middle/high school students 
May 15th - Field Day and Senior Night at 7 pm 
May 16th - Graduation at 3 pm 
 
Professional Development and other items: 
June 4th & 5th - Upstream Meeting @ Ogallala 
June 11th - NASB School Law @ Kearney 
June 22nd & 23rd - NEE training @ Sutherland 



Athletic Director’s Report 
May 2026 
 
Golf 
The golf season is entering the final weeks of their regular season before Districts on May 19th. 
Since the last Board meeting, the golfers hit the links at the Medicine Valley Invite on April 16th 
where Tristen Hebblethwaite finished in 16th place and the team finished in 8th. Next meet up 
was the Perkins Co. Invite on April 21st. Playing against some very tough competition, no 
golfers were able to medal. The Garden Co. Invite was next up on the schedule, but due to 
forecasted weather the meet was postponed to May 14th. The Tiger golfer then traveled back to 
Curtis for the RPAC Championship, where they finished 8th as a team and Tristen was the top 
medalist at 14th place. Lastly, the golfers traveled to the North Platte St. Pat’s Invite, where 
Tristen place 7th.  
 
Track and Field 
The junior high and high school track and field teams are also wrapping up their seasons. Since 
the last Board meeting, the junior high Tigers traveled to the Perkins Co. JH Invite on April 15th. 
In the split grade divisions, the 7th grade boys finished in 3rd, the 8th grade boys finished in 7th, 
the 7th grade girls finished in 8th, and the 8th grade girls finished in 4th place. The high school 
team traveled to a very competitive Sutherland Invite on April 17th where the girls finished in 3rd 
place as a team and the boys finished in 11th. The following week the junior high teams 
participated in the Sutherland JH Invite on April 22nd. Again in split grade divisions the 7th 
grade boys finished in 5th place, the 8th grade boys finished in 9th place, the 7th grade girls 
finished in 10th place, and the 8th grade girls finished in 7th place. The following day, April 23rd, 
we hosted our annual high school invite where the boys finished in 6th place and the girls 
finished in 3rd place. The following week was the RPAC Championships held in Cambridge on 
May 1st. At the conference meet, the boys finished in 13th place and the girls finished in 8th 
place. In addition at the RPAC meet, Jaleigh Hansen improved her school record in the Pole 
Vault to 10’ 0”. The next week saw the Best of the Midwest track meet canceled due to 
forecasted weather. On May 7th, the JH Tigers resumed their season with the Brady JH Invite 
where the boys finished in 7th place and the girls finished in 6th place. Wrapping up, the high 
school teams took part in the inaugural PaxLand Last Chance Meet on May 7th. We co-created 
this meet with Sutherland due to the need for a last, low key meet prior to Districts. We also 
scheduled this meet to be held on Thursday because schools may have graduation festivities on 
the following Friday. At the PaxLand Last Chance, the girls finished in 3rd place and the boys 
finished in 5th place.  
 
Upcoming Events 

-​ May 11th - Unofficial RPAC JH Track Meet at Dundy Co. Stratton 
-​ May 12th - Golf at Sutherland 
-​ May 13th - District Track at Paxton 
-​ May 14th - Garden Co. Golf 
-​ May 19th - District Track at Crandall Creek 
-​ May 22nd & 23rd - State Track at Burke 
-​ May 27th & 28th - State Golf at Columbus 
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