
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, November 11, 2024 6:00 PM

School Board Conference Room
P.O. Box 368

Paxton, NE 69155-0368

Agenda

1. Call To Order, Roll Call
2. Notice of Open Meetings Statute
3. Recognition of Visitors
4. Consent Agenda

4.1. Approval of Minutes
4.2. Financial Report
4.3. Reading and approval of general fund bills in the amount of $388,662.16. Checks 

##33805 to #33855
4.4. Approve transfer of $388,662.16 from MMDA checking to general fund checking. 

Checks ##33805 to #33855
4.5. Reading and approval of building fund bills in the amount of $10,112.00. Checks 

#1708.
4.6. Activity Fund Report
4.7. Reading and approval of the Lunch fund bills in the amount of $14,212.70 . Checks 

#8542 to #8550
4.8. Reading and approval of depreciation fund bills in the amount of $41,325.40. 

Checks #1138-1139.
4.9.  Reading and approval of bond fund bills in the amount of $563,596.25 Checks 

#1052.
5. Information Item

5.1. NCPA Academic All State Recognition
5.2. Believers and Achievers Student Recognition
5.3. Student Drone Presentation

6. Action Item
6.1. Discuss, consider and take action to Recognize and Congratulate Natalie Jorgensen 

and Coach Jorgensen on Natalie's State Cross Country qualification.
6.2. Discuss, consider and take action to change student honor roll requirements to 

include modified programs.
6.3. Excuse Absent Board Members

7. Reports:
7.1. Report of the Superintendent
7.2. Report of the Principal
7.3. Committee Reports:

7.3.1. Finance and Personnel
7.3.2. Building and Grounds
7.3.3. Transportation
7.3.4. Instruction and Americanism

8. Next meeting dates and time
9. Adjournment



 















































































































Superintendent Report - November 2024

I hope everyone had a spooky halloween and a lot of little goblins stop by to trick 
or treat.  There were some pretty tired kiddos at school on Friday, so I guess that 
can be taken as a Happy Halloween!

Thank you for completing the Strategic Planning surveys.  Teachers and classified 
staff will complete their surveys at Monday’s Inservice. Parents and students are 
scheduled to begin completing surveys on November 19.  

Congratulation to the recently elected board members.  I am looking forward to 
working with you in the coming year. 
The NASB Conference is quickly approaching and the New Board member 
workshop is in North Platte on December 5th.  Molly and Doug are both planning 
to attend and I will also attend with them. Both of these conferences are great 
opportunities and professional development for 
board member.  

Area superintendents recently met with MPCC representatives on programming to 
train and recruit education staff.  They were interested in know what topics or 
programs were needed to properly train substitute teachers, para professionals 
and daycare workers. The one thing that resonated from the conversation was to 
provide continuing education while these individuals were actually working in our 
schools.  Training areas include communication skills, deescalation strategies, 
student behaviors and role responsibilities.  Ironically, Dr. McConnell is going to 
present to our staff on Monday over these same topics.  

The ESU PLC superintendents recently met to plan for the 2nd PLC in February.  
The day will begin with keynote Jimmy Casas and then have break out sessions for 
staff to attend. The day will end with NDE Commissioner Brian Maher speaking to 
us about new Literacy Support programs.(if he available).  

We will be hosting the Veterans Day Program on Monday at 10:30 am in the East 
Gym.  I heard the speaker is Gene Krab, our 7-12 Choir and Band will be 
performing and the Girl and Boy State students will speak.

A lockdown/evacuation/reunification drill was completed this week. It is always 
good to practice and evaluate your procedures.  Of course we hope nothing will 
ever happen within our school community, but we must plan and practice each 
year.  We asked staff for input and the safety will meet and discuss.  We used 
busing as part of the evacuation this time and that has not been done for at least 
10 years.  Not perfect, but practice. Thank you for your support.



Carl Dietz recently completed our AliCap and Rule 10 safety audit.  He was very 
complimentary of our progressive planning and building upkeep.I plan to share the 
report with all of you and the safety team at their upcoming meeting. 

Building and Grounds 
The wall mats for the MPR have been finally ordered. They won’t be what was 
originally spec’d but they will be here in the next 3-4 weeks. 

We are still having hot water issues in the FACS room, or lack thereof.  Roterts 
were here Friday to try and solve the problem, but then were called out for an 
emergency so not sure where we are on that problem. Hopefully I will have more 
information by Monday evening.

We have roof leaks in the HS Math room from the recent rains.  Weathercraft has 
been called to assess and fix the problem.

Transportation news was shared recently.  We have the new Expedition in the 
garage and I will be using it on Saturday to pull the One Act trailer to North Platte 
for a competiion. We don’t have the I will visit with Marshall on Monday to see 
when the Odyssey will be available.  He was thinking this week when we last 
spoke.

Elementary News
Mrs. Cullers substitute is Shelly Fischer from Sutherland.  Shelly has subbed for us 
in all elementary areas and is a great fit for this long term position.  Jordan and 
baby are both doing fine.

Elementary Family Night is quickly approaching and will be on Tuesday, November 
19 from 6:00-7:30 pm.  I think we have a plan in place to spend time with our 
student families.  We will eat, draw for prizes, create crafts all while spending time 
with family. Mrs. Kuenning and Mrs. Mitchell have been a big help in planning for 
this upcoming event. 

I recently subbed in 1st grade for a couple of days.  Halloween day nonetheless, 
and it was Great!! The kids were Awesome and so helpful. The other teachers were 
worried about my survival and checked on me regularly.  :).  But no worries, we all 
learned something.  LOL!

I will close for now and save the rest for later. Have a great weekend and please let 
me know if you have any questions.
Del





Mrs. McAbee
Principal Report
Nov. 8, 2024

Activities

Play Production: 47 cast and crew members have been working hard on their production of
The Wishers. Students and coaches will travel to North Platte on Saturday, Nov. 9th and
perform at the North Platte One Act Festival. They will also have a busy week with Night of the
One Acts on Tuesday, Nov. 12th and RPAC conference performance in Holdrege on Nov. 14th.
The following week on Nov. 22nd, they will perform with a new event. Dinner and Theatre Night
will begin at 6 pm with an Italian dinner followed by the cast and crew's One Act performance.
Tickets will be sold for $15 each and proceeds will go towards the One Act team as a fundraiser
this year.

First Quarter Recognition:We had 18 students on the All A Honor Roll for the 1st Quarter, 41
students on the A Average Honor Roll, and 37 students on the B Average Honor Roll. This totals
96 students out of 119 students in grades 6-12 that earned academic achievement!
We also had 17 students who had perfect attendance during the first quarter of school.
Both All A Honor Roll and perfect attendance recipients received a certificate and $5 coupon to
the concession stand.

Teacher Evaluations: All teacher evaluations for the fall are nearly complete. Teachers will
continue to receive feedback through walk through observations.

FFA: Congratulations to Landon Drews and the FFA chapter for a successful Harvest Day at the
test plot on Oct. 30th! Everyone enjoyed the day.
On Oct. 23-26, 6 members of the FFA Chapter attended the National FFA Convention in
Indianapolis, IN. They had a successful trip, attended many sessions, and visited the booths at
the expo center.
The FFA chapter delivered Harvest Food bags to local farmers on Oct. 22nd and Oct. 30th.
On Wednesday, Nov. 6th, 13 students from the Intro to Ag, Ag Sales, and Beef Productions
classes had the opportunity to tour the Olson Feedlot and learned about the feedlot business.
Students have been working on their LDE speeches for their upcoming competition on Nov. 18th
in Wallace.

FPS & Science Olympiad: The Future Problem Solvers have begun practicing every
Wednesday morning in the music room. The high school Science Olympiad team will soon be
practicing before school on Thursday mornings.

Lockdown Drill:We completed the lockdown, evacuation with buses, and reunification drill on
Thursday, Nov. 7th. Many items of discussion were noted and the safety committee will meet on
Friday, Nov. 15th to review these items.



Testing/College Readiness: Juniors completed the ASVAB test on Nov. 1st and the practice
ACT test is scheduled for Wednesday, Nov. 13th.
Seniors will participate in the Mid Plains Community College visit on Nov. 12th. They will visit
both the north and south campuses.

Professional Development:
Oct. 18th - Mrs. Dickmander and Mr. Uden attended the NATM conference in Kearney. Both
said they attended great sessions. Mr. Uden shared information about the Nebraska Math
Readiness Project through Nebraska’s community colleges. We are currently gathering more
information from schools utilizing this program.

Oct. 30th - Nicole Long from ESU 16 met with Mrs. Mitchell, Mrs. Spencer and Mrs. McAbee to
learn more about Educlimber and its capabilities. We set up a list of priorities and future training
dates.

Region V Principal meeting was held Nov. 6th in Alliance. We listened to Trooper Tim Flick with
the Nebraska State Patrol about the current issues with drugs in Nebraska. He visits many
schools to talk to staff about warning signs and students about the dangers of these drugs. We
have arranged for Tim Flick to visit Paxton Schools on Monday, Jan. 13th to talk to our staff at
the late start inservice and then talk to our middle school and high school students.

Upcoming: Inclusive Practices at ESU on Dec. 10th.



Athletic Director’s Report
November 2024

Administrative
We are fortunate to have Darin Boysen, Executive Director of the Nebraska Coaches
Association, to come to our school on December 2nd at 7:00. Darin will be giving a very
informative presentation titled “The Role of Parents in Education-Based Athletics”. The intended
audience for this presentation will be all of our students, staff, and parents and the roles that
they all play to provide a positive impact for our students in their extracurricular activities. More
information can be found with the graphic below. If anyone has any questions, please let me
know.



Volleyball
Our volleyball seasons have wrapped up for the year. The varsity team ended their 2024
campaign with a record of 13-17, and the JV finished with a record of 4-3. Since the last Board
meeting, the high school volleyball team wrapped up their regular season with wins at Kimball
on October 15th. The Lady Tigers earned the #7 seed in the RPAC West Division and traveled
to Dundy Co. for their opening matches on October 17th. The Tigers fought tough but were
defeated by Dundy Co. and Maxwell in the tournament. Subdistrict play was next up for the
Tigers as they earned the #4 seed in the tournament hosted once again by Dundy Co. on
October 28th. The Tigers opened up with a victory over Medicine Valley. However, the
homesteading DCS Tigers ended the season for Paxton in the final game of the night.

The Junior High Lady Tiger volleyball teams also wrapped up their seasons since the last Board
meeting. The “A” team finished with a record of 5-4 and the “B” squad finished with a record of
4-3. On October 14th, we hosted the Sailors of Sutherland, in which both the “A” and “B” squads
were victorious. On October 16th, we hosted Wauneta-Palisade, and the Broncos defeated both
squads. Our usual season ending tournament turned into a triangular as Brady was unable to
attend, and it was too short of time to try and find another team. At our season ending triangular
on October 19th, the Tigers lost to Sutherland, but ended the season with a victory over
Ogallala 7th.

Cross Country
The cross country team also wrapped up their season. On October 17th, the Tigers traveled to
Grant for the District Cross Country meet. The boys team finished in 11th place with Landon
Drews finishing in 17th place, just two spots out from qualifying as an individual. The girls team
finished in 8th place and Natalie Jorgensen finished in 12th place individually, which got her a
qualifying spot at the following week's NSAA State Cross Country Championships. At the state
meet on October 25th, Natalie finished in 71st place.

Football
The high school football team narrowly missed qualifying for the State Playoffs. They ended
their season with a record of 4-4. To wrap up their home slate of games, the Tigers defeated
Medicine Valley on a much needed, rain soaked evening on October 18th. The following week,
the Tigers were defeated by the Roughriders at Southwest. The Tigers finished in a four-way tie
for the last qualifying spot. Using the NSAA tie-breaking system, they were eliminated due to no
wins vs. a 2nd Division team. Wauneta-Palisade received the 16th and last qualifying spot as
they had defeated 1 team that was a 2nd Division team.

The Junior High Tigers also wrapped up their season on October 16th with a victory over
Wauneta-Palisade, which gave their season ending record at 4-2.



Junior HIgh Wrestling
The junior high wrestlers have begun their campaign. We currently have five junior high
participants. They opened up their season at the Sutherland JH Invite on November 7th. Top
finishers in their respective weight divisions include Keegan Florom, Brooklyn Zona, and Peyton
Nance in 1st Place. Coming in 3rd place in their divisions were Brysun Potts and James Potts.

Upcoming Events
- November 12th - JH Wrestling at Hershey
- November 18th - High School Winter Sports Practices Begin
- November 22nd - JH Wrestling at Medicine Valley
- November 25th - JH Wrestling at Perkins Co.
- November 26th - Basketball Jamboree Games vs. Leyton & Sandhills/Thedford
- December 4th - JH Basketball vs. Maywood-Hayes Center
- December 5th - High School Basketball vs. Anslemo-Merna @ North Platte CC
- December 6th - Boys Wrestling at Hi-Line
- December 6th - Girls Wrestling at Cozad
- December 6th - High School Basketball vs. Medicine Valley
- December 7th - Boys & Girls Wrestling at Perkins Co.
- December 10th - JH Basketball at South Platte
- December 13th - Boys Wrestling at North Platte St. Pat’s
- December 13th - High School Basketball at Brady
- December 14th - Boys Wrestling at Anselmo-Merna
- December 14th - Girls Wrestling at Sandhills Valley
- December 14th - High School Basketball at Potter-Dix
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