
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, September 16, 2024 6:10 PM

School Board Conference Room
P.O. Box 368

Paxton, NE 69155-0368

Agenda

1. Call To Order, Roll Call
2. Notice of Open Meetings Statute
3. Recognition of Visitors
4. Consent Agenda

4.1. Approval of Minutes
4.2. Financial Report
4.3. Reading and approval of general fund bills in the amount $358,633.20.  Checks 

#33624 to 33768
4.4. Approve transfer of $358,633.20 from MMDA checking to general fund checking. 

Checks #33624 to 33768
4.5. Reading and approval of building fund bills in the amount of $56,838.00. Checks 

#1705
  

4.6. Activity Fund Report
4.7. Reading and approval of the Lunch fund bills in the amount of $14,775.82. Checks 

#8525 to 8532
4.8. Reading and approval of depreciation fund bills in the amount of $5,560.00  Check 

#1135
 

4.9. College Credit Approval
5. Information Item

5.1. FFA SAE Project Presentation by Landon Drews
5.2. Upcoming NASB Board Member Conference

6. Action Item
6.1. Discuss, consider and take action to approve the early graduation request for 

Anthony Pierce.
6.2. Discuss, consider and take action to approve the purchase of a school maintenance 

pickup.
6.3. Discuss, consider and take action to approve the Paxton Education Association as 

the bargaining agent.
6.4. Excuse Absent Board Members

7. Reports:
7.1. Report of the Superintendent
7.2. Report of the Principal
7.3. Committee Reports:

7.3.1. Finance and Personnel
7.3.2. Building and Grounds
7.3.3. Transportation
7.3.4. Instruction and Americanism



8. Next meeting dates and time
9. Adjournment

 























































































Superintendent Report - September 2024

Where has the last monty gone?  Our school year is off to an excellent start.  Busy 
as can be, but excellent none the less.  

I shared a lot of budget information in my last email to you. I will share with you on 
Monday during the budget hearing what some of our talking points might be 
during the joint public hearing on Thursday.  It doesn’t sound like we will be alone 
this year at the hearing and any of you can attend if you like.  

Homecoming week is quickly approaching the week of September 23 through the 
27.  We are having a cookout in the park again this year so I am reaching out to see 
if you will be available to help cook and serve.  We can discuss more at the 
meeting on Monday, but we plan to start serving between 11 and 11:30.  

I have been helping drive a few activity trips this fall.  I will be taking most of the 
VB trips and helping sub on routes when needed.  Laurie Stevens and Trey White 
have been really helpful subbing on some of the routes.

I am not sure if I shared that I opened the school up on Labor Day weekend for the 
Class of 2004.  They only had 3 show up for the tour, but it was fun showing them 
around and hearing about what they were up to and about their families.  They 
were very impressed with the additions and renovations to the school.  That class 
was my last class as the HS principal. Great kids, that turn out to be some pretty 
awesome adults. 
Go Tigers!

We have talking about getting a school maintenance pickup.  I found one for us to 
look at from Pony Express.  If you have time prior to the meeting on Monday, 
please stop by the school and take a look and drive if you would like.  I will leave 
the keys in it on Monday.  I do have it on the agenda, so we can table if it is not 
what we are looking for.  

Elementary activities:
The 5th grade will be attending the Farm Bureau Ag day in Ogallala on Sept. 18th.  
This has been a good way for our kids to experience pieces of the Ag world and 
has been an annual event for our students.

The 4th grade will be attending the annual Nebraska Kids Fitness and Field Day in 
Grant on Wednesday, Sept. 18th. 

The 4th grade will  also attend the Ogallala Rendezvous on Friday, Sept. 20th.  



They will be attending the following presentations: Boot Hill Guided Tour with 
Tomas England, Pony Express presentation at the Fair Grounds, the Mansion on 
the Hill and the School House by the Mansion.   

I need to catch up on elementary student recognition. We had 36 students with 
perfect attendance  at the end of August.  I will catch up on celebrations and 
recognition yet this month.

Mrs. McAbee mentioned Parent Teacher conferences beginning next week.  We 
usually have really good attendance at the fall conferences. It is a great way for 
parents and teachers to make a connection.

I will close for now and see you all on Monday night. 
Del



Mrs. McAbee’s Principal Report Sept. 13, 2024

Fall Testing:
We have completed our NSCAS Growth tests in Math and English Language Arts this fall for
Grades 6-8.
MAP tests are currently underway for 9th and 10th graders with the following schedule:
Sept. 10th - Language Usage
Sept. 17th - Science
Sept. 18th - Reading
Sept. 19th - Math

The junior class will be taking the ASVAB test on Sept. 24th during Periods 2-5 in the
Multi-Purpose Room.

Student Activities:
Sept. 4th - The Senior Class held a meeting on Sept. 4th and are making preparations for
graduation. Senior class picture is scheduled for Oct. 23rd.
Sept. 18th - Health SIM in Ogallala. 19 students who are interested in the medical field or
enrolled in A&P will be attending this event at Ogallala High School. They will receive hands-on
experience of basic medical procedures through a simulation device.
Sept. 18th - FFA Farm Bureau Ag Day. FFA students will be traveling to the Keith County
Fairgrounds to assist area 5th grade students at different ag stations; including our 5th grade
students from Paxton.
Sept. 19th - FFA Range Management Field Trip (Periods 1-3). Mr. Turner will travel with the
Plant Science Class and Intro to Ag class to local pastures and work on plant identification.
Sept. 20th - FFA trash pickup from 4-6 pm
Sept. 23-27 - Homecoming week (detailed schedule below)
Sept. 25th - Health Fair at Chadron State College. Senior students interested in the RHOP
program and continuing education in health care plan to attend this event with Mrs. Spencer.
Oct. 2nd - RPAC Student Council Workshop at McCook. Mrs. Schimonitz will be traveling to
McCook with Student Council representatives to learn leadership skills and receive activity ideas
from other RPAC schools.
Oct. 2nd - FFA Livestock Judging Clinic

Professional Development:
● Region V Principals’ Meeting, Wednesday, September 11th in Ogallala - topics discussed

included cell phone policies, 4 day school weeks, NWEA testing, and Mike Donahue
with Value Up who speaks on the subjects of respect, bullying, resiliency and
other school climate issues. We are looking at partnering with Sutherland Schools to
bring Mike Donahue’s assembly to the area for our students.



● ESU Principal Cadre - Meetings will be held in North Platte for area principals
throughout the year. The first meeting is scheduled for Oct. 3rd

ESU 16 PLC: Paxton teachers attended the ESU 16 PLC Sept. 3, 2024. Matthew Emerzian, the
keynote speaker, is the CEO of Every Monday Matters (I Matter, You Matter, We Matter) who
shared his story about creating a culture of belonging, purpose, culture, leadership, engagement,
and mental health. Staff also attended a meeting with their PLC groups, breakout session,
mandatory reporting assembly by the Lincoln County Sheriff Department, and school law hot
topics by KSB Law.

Professional Development Late Start: Paxton teachers met on Monday, Sept. 9th for their first
late-start inservice. Topics discussed included: AI technology in the classroom, HAL program,
Educlimber reporting, Thrillshare posting, and student concerns.

One Act Team: The One Act team completed their auditions and started rehearsals along with
the work on stage props. The play this year is called The Wishers based off of Aladdin and
written by Paxton’s very own Miah Fox.

Yearbook Field Trip:
Mrs. Schimonitz and 5 yearbook students traveled around Ogallala on Sept. 10th for yearbook ad
sales. They will also be selling ads locally for the yearbook on another date.

Letter Club / Homecoming Activities:
● Sept. 19th - decorate hallways (7th-8th periods) Theme is Disco Rodeo
● Sept. 20th - decorate downtown business windows (4th-5th periods), class meetings to

discuss skits (6th period)
● Sept. 27th - BBQ (11:00), Redneck Relays (11:30), Pep Rally (12:30) Dismiss (2:00),

Football (6:30), Coronation (after game), Dance (9:30-11:00)
● Sept. 30th - Clean up downtown windows (1st period)

Emergency Drills:
● Fire Drills - Aug. 22nd and Aug. 28th
● Tornado Drill - Sept. 4th and Sept. 16th
● Lockdown and Bus evacuation drill - possible date of Oct. 18th

Parent-Teacher Conferences:
Conferences are scheduled for Wednesday Sept. 18th and Wednesday, Sept. 25th from 3-7 PM.
Drawings for a family season pass, Paxton apparel, and concession stand coupons for those
parents who attend. Information regarding the Science Olympiad will also take place during
conferences.



Athletic Director’s Report
September 2024

Football
The Tiger football team currently has a record of 2-1. The football team started off the season
with a road trip up to Hay Springs on August 30th, where they were narrowly defeated by the
Hawks. The following week, the team picked up their first victory of the season by defeating
South Platte on September 6th. Another road trip was calling for the Tigers as they traveled to
Minatare on September 12th, and the Tigers came home with their second victory of the
season.

The Junior High Tiger football squad is currently 1-0. Their season began on September 11th as
they defeated Creek Valley.

Volleyball
Our volleyball team's season has hit the court running. Currently, the varsity is 4-7 and the JV
are 3-0. The season started off with a triangular in Hayes Center on August 29th, where the
Tigers defeated Sandhills Valley and lost to MHC. On September 3rd, we hosted a triangular
with Sutherland and Cambridge. Unfortunately, the varsity team was unable to come away with
a victory; however, the JV team was able to defeat Sutherland to pick up their first win. On
September 6th we hosted South Platte, where the JV picked up a win against the Knights and
the varsity was defeated. The homestand continued on September 10th when we hosted Brady.
The Eagles defeated our varsity team while the JV Tigers picked up their third win of the
season. The Tigers took to the road for their next two contests. First off, they traveled to
Oshkosh for a triangular on September 12th, in which they defeated Minatare and lost to
Garden Co. New to the schedule was the Seven Valleys Tournament, hosted by South Platte at
Callaway, on September 14th. The Tigers came away with a 3rd place finish in the tournament
by defeating South Loup, then dropped their match against Mullen, but bounced back and
defeated Sandhills/Thedford.

The Junior High Tiger netters hosted Creek Valley on September 11th, where both the “A” and
“B” squads came away with victories against the Storm.

Cross Country
The Tiger Cross Country teams are off and running with their seasons as well. On September
5th, their seasons opened up at the North Platte St. Pat’s Invite. The girls team finished in 6th
Place with Natalie Jorgensen leading the way with a 6th place individual finish. For the boys,
they finished in 6th place as well with Landon Drews finishing in 16th place individually. For the
junior high squads, the girls were led by Hadleigh Gleason who won the race and Brooklyn
Zona finished in 3rd place. The boys were paced by Landon Cleveland who finished in 9th
place. The next week, the teams traveled to the Chase Co. Invite on September 12th. The girls
team finished in 7th place with Natalie leading the charge with an 11th place individual finish.
The boys finished in 8th place with Landon the top finisher for the boys in 18th place. For the



junior high, medalists for the girls included Hadleigh in 6th place and Brooklyn in 9th place.
Medalist for the boys team was Landon who finished in 8th place.

Upcoming Events
The schedule really picks up for our fall athletic events prior to the next Board meeting. Here’s a
rundown of the upcoming events…

- September 16th - JH Volleyball and Football at South Platte
- September 16th - JV Football triangular at South Platte with Wauneta-Palisade
- September 17th - Volleyball triangular at South Platte with Perkins Co.
- September 19th - Cross Country at Arapahoe
- September 21st - Volleyball at NPCC Tournament
- September 23rd - JH Volleyball and Football at Arthur Co.
- September 24th - Paxton Volleyball Tournament
- September 26th - Cross Country at Ogallala
- September 26th - Varsity/JV volleyball at Wallace
- September 27th - Football vs. Wauneta-Palisade (Homecoming)
- September 30th - JH Volleyball and Football at Wallace
- October 1st - Volleyball triangular with Arthur Co. and Sandhills/Thedford
- October 3rd - Cross Country at Gothenburg
- October 3rd - Volleyball triangular at Medicine Valley with Arapahoe
- October 4th - Football vs. Wallace
- October 8th - Varsity/JV volleyball vs. Leyton
- October 9th - JH Volleyball and Football at Garden Co.
- October 10th - RPAC Cross Country at Hayes Center
- October 10th - Varsity/JV volleyball at Maxwell
- October 11th - Football at SEM
- October 14th - JH Volleyball vs. Sutherland (start time moved back to 2:00 due to Late

Start for the school day)
- October 15th - Varsity/JV volleyball at Kimball
- October 16th - Junior High Volleyball and Football vs. Wauneta-Palisade (both games

starting at 1:00)
- October 17th - District Cross Country at Perkins Co.
- October 17th - 1st & 2nd Round RPAC Volleyball at the #1 or #2 West Seed
- October 18th - Football vs. Medicine Valley
- October 19th - Junior High Volleyball Tournament
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