
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, March 13, 2023 6:00 PM

School Media Center
P.O. Box 368

Paxton, NE 69155-0368

Agenda

1. Call To Order, Roll Call
2. Notice of Open Meetings Statute
3. Recognition of Visitors
4. Consent Agenda

4.1. Approval of Minutes
4.2. Financial Report
4.3. Reading and approval of general fund bills in the amount of $330,288.76.

Checks #32591 to #32640
4.4. Approve transfer of $330,288.76 from MMDA checking to general fund checking. 

Checks #32591 to #32640
4.5. Activity Fund Report
4.6. Reading and approval of the Lunch fund bills in the amount of $14,863.60

Checks #8368 to #8376
5. Information Item

5.1. Board member workshops
6. Action Item

6.1. Discuss, Consider and take action on the Resolution to Recognize and Congratulate 
the 2022-23 State Qualifying Boys Basketball Team and Coaches.

6.2. Discuss, consider and take action on the Option Enrollment Requests for students 
wishing to enroll for the 23-24 school year.

6.3. Discuss, consider and take action on the resignation for Noah Larson.
6.4. Discuss, consider and take action on the resignation for Molly Thompson.
6.5. Discuss, consider and take action to ratify a teaching contract for Jeff Paben for the 

remainder of the 2022-2023 school year.
6.6. Discuss, consider and take action on the resignation for Jeff Paben.
6.7. Discuss, consider and take action on the 2023-2024 School Calendar proposal.
6.8. Discuss, consider and take action on the resignation of staff.
6.9. Excuse Absent Board Members

7. Reports:
7.1. Report of the Superintendent
7.2. Report of the Principal
7.3. Committee Reports:

7.3.1. Finance and Personnel
7.3.2. Building and Grounds
7.3.3. Transportation
7.3.4. Instruction and Americanism

8. Next meeting dates and time
9. Adjournment



 









































































































Superintendent Report - March Board meeting

I hope you are all ready to SPRING Forward!  Hard to believe it is that time of year 
and we are in our last quarter of school.  I’m ready for warmer weather and longer 
days!

We have interviewed two candidates and we have one more interview on Monday 
for the Middle School Language Arts position.  We are feeling very fortunate to 
have 3 candidates and we are confident we will fill this position soon.  

Unfortunately we have not had the same luck finding Math teacher. Geri found our 
last one so I asked her if she could start recruiting a little earlier this year.  She 
reminded me that at Banner Health she gets a $1000 recruitment bonus for 
referring people to Banner Health if they get hired.  Which made me think, is this 
something we should offer our staff?  Please give this some thought and maybe 
we can discuss more at the meeting.
 
Tobin shared the lease/purchase rate information with the Building committee and 
we accepted the Exchange Bank rate of 4.55%.  They sent requests to 9 banks 
and received offers from 4 of them.  I will share the rate chart with you at the 
meeting.  

I have reached out to Mary Wilson for an update from Modern Eminence, but we 
are having trouble connecting.  I will keep trying and have a report for you on 
Monday.  

The boys basketball team had a great season and were a lot of fun to watch.  The 
senior leadership will be missed next year, but the I think the future looks good for 
the boys again next year.  

Mrs. Kuenning, Mrs. Mitchell and I attended the Title I and ESSER review with NDE 
recently in Ogallala. This was a review of the programs we are implementing to 
meet the needs of students.  How we are using the federal funds to implement 
these programs.  Title and ESSER programs are federally funded and subject to 
periodic reviews. These reviews are time consuming, but a great way for us to 
review our programs as well.

I attended a stakeholders meeting with MPCC this past week. The meeting 
provided the opportunity to learn about how their programs and to share how they 
might serve our students, staff and community better.  Topics discussed included 
English Language Learner education, bus driver training, substitute teacher 
endorsements and training and teacher endorsements.  To name a few.  The 



meeting included city officials, city business officials, KCAD, Chamber of 
Commerce, school administrators and MPCC officials.  

The new students have created some staffing changes and creativity.  We are 
VERY fortunate to have Ana James on our staff.  She has really been our one and 
only ELL teacher to work with these kids. 

It tis the Option Enrollment season. We may have two or three of these to discuss 
at the meeting Monday evening.

The 23-24 school calendar was sent out to all staff approximately two weeks ago.  
At this point I have not heard any feedback. Therefore, I put on the agenda for 
board approval this month.

Rumor has it that the Sphero Team has qualified for the World Championships 
again this year.  And if I am not mistaken we had two teams qualify this year. I will 
invite them to the April board meeting to share their success.  Go Tigers!!!  
 
Please check you calendars for next months board meeting.  Olene and I visited 
about the meeting being on the 10th, but we would prefer the 17th.  The 10th is the 
day after Easter and there is No School on this day.  It is also very early in the 
month.  Please consider April 17th.  Thank you!

Monday will be the start to a busy week. Elementary Parent Teacher Conferences 
and Board Meeting on Monday, Science Olympiad in Kearney on Tuesday, Quiz 
Bowl in Ogallala on Thursday, State Speech on Friday, Prom on Saturday.  Whoa!!!!

Since I was MIA for last months finance meeting with Doug and Leah, let’s plan on 
them meeting with me this month.  

WOW! That was a lot!  Have a great weekend and I will see you on Monday. 







 Mrs. McAbee 
 Principal Report 
 March 8, 2023 

 Activities: 

 Speech:  The Speech team has been busy nearly every  Saturday with events. Crystal Fox has 
 done an outstanding job working with these students. Here is a recap of their accomplishments: 

 Feb. 11th, North Platte Speech Meet:  Paxton finished  17th out of 31 schools! Miah 13th in 
 Serious Pros, Kepler 9th in Novice, Miles 12th in Entertainment, Jayden 7th in Entertainment, 
 and Madi 1st in Novice Poetry! 
 Feb. 15th, RPAC Conference Speech Meet in Cambridge:  Jayden 3rd in Entertainment, 
 Haley 3rd in POI & 8th in Informative, Miles and Anthony 7th in Duet Acting, Ruby 7th in Serious 
 Pros, Miah 8th in Serious Pros, and Miles 8th in Entertainment. 
 Feb. 18th, Ogallala Speech Meet:  Madi 10th in Poetry  and Top Novice! 
 Feb. 25th, Maxwell Speech Meet:  Miles 6th in Entertainment,  Miah 2nd in Serious Pros, Haley 
 2nd in POI, and Madi 1st in Poetry! 
 Mar. 6th, District Speech Meet at South Platte:  We  had 8 students that competed in districts 
 this year; Miah Fox, Haley Holzfaster, Jayden Gartner, Miles Rogge, Madilynn Mullen, Eden 
 Coppersmith, Ruby Mendez, and Kepler Spurgin. 

 Congratulations to the entire team for finishing as the D1-6 District Runner-Up! 
 The following students who qualified for State Speech in Kearney on March 17th include: 
 Haley Holzfaster - 1st in Program Oral Interpretation 
 Miles Rogge - 1st in Entertainment 
 Jayden Gartner - 2nd in Entertainment 
 Miah Fox - 1st in Serious Pros and 3rd in Extemporaneous 

 Also receiving district recognition: Ruby Mendez - 4th in Serious Pros and Kepler Spurging - 5th 
 in Persuasive 
 What an awesome speech season and good luck at state!! 

 Quiz Bowl:  Dates are being set for upcoming Quiz Bowl  Meets. Mrs. Stevenson is working with 
 students to prepare them for the meets. Paxton will be hosting a Quiz Bowl on Monday, March. 
 27th starting at 5:30 p.m. We have increased the number of schools and will have 10 varsity 
 teams and 8 junior varsity teams that day. I’m looking for all volunteers that would be willing to 
 help. Other dates includes: 
 March 7th at Hershey 
 March 16th at Ogallala 
 March 23rd at Stapleton 
 April 11th at North Platte 



 Music:  Mrs. Peters and the high school band students  are preparing for their performance at 
 the RPAC instrumental clinic that will be held on March 21st at Maxwell. Other important dates 
 include: 

 District Music Contest:  April 17th @ Gothenburg 
 Spring Middle/High School Program:  April 24th @ 6:30  p.m. 
 Spring Elementary Program:  May 4th @ 6;30 p.m. 

 FFA -  Congratulations to Easton Finch for earning  his State Degree. Easton, along with other 
 chapter members who have qualified, will travel to Lincoln March 29-31st for the State FFA 
 Convention. Students are continuing to work hard in preparation for the state competition. 

 FFA State Qualifiers: 
 Junior Public Speaking - Jordan Clouse 
 Farm & Ranch Management Team - Jordan Clouse, Ainsley McConnell, Jacelyn Jorgensen, and 
 Noah Coppersmith 
 Natural Resource Team - Noah Coppersmith, Easton Finch, Jasper Brewster, and Ethan Hardin 

 The FFA chapter did a great job during National FFA week to promote their program. Activities 
 included a kick-off assembly, dress-up days, scavenger hunts, FFA trivia, guest speaker Audra 
 Allen, staff breakfast, and a class obstacle course at the end of the week. They also had a 
 coloring contest, milk mustache contest, and dress-up days for the elementary students. 

 NHS -  National Honor Society will be holding their  induction ceremony on Monday, March 20th 
 at 6:30 p.m. in the old gym. Congratulations to the following students for this accomplishment: 
 Sarah Brott, Jordan Clouse, Noah Connick, Miah Fox, Madison Hansen, Ethan Hardin, Tanner 
 Hebblethwaite, and Savannah McMahon. 

 County Government Day  - The date that was scheduled  for Wednesday, Feb. 22nd was 
 postponed due to the weather. The new date has not yet been set. 

 ACT  - The juniors will be taking their ACT test on  Tuesday, March 21st. They have been 
 preparing for the test by using the On To College program. Once they take the test that day at 
 the Catholic Church, they will be dismissed for the remainder of the day. 

 Student Programs - 
 On March 1st, students in grades 8-12 attended an assembly provided by Sandhills Crisis 
 Intervention Program (SCIP) who partnered up with a group called Revolution. This assembly 
 was very realistic and focused on dating and sexual violence. Paxton students were attentive 
 during the entire presentation. 

 On March 16th, girls in grades 6-8 will attend the Expanding Your Horizons Conference at North 
 Platte Community College. 



 Prom  - Prom is set for March 18th. Students have received  permission forms for outside dates 
 to the dance and post prom party. They need to be returned by March 15th. A huge thank you to 
 the Post Prom Committee for all of their hard work in the concession stand and the soup supper 
 to help raise funds for the post prom party! 

 Student Updates  - We have had some new students who  joined the Paxton Tiger team 
 recently. On March 1st, Laila Vazquez (Gr. 7) and Kenia Vazquez (Gr. 7) began school at 
 Paxton. On March 6th, Colin Grundlingh (Gr. 8), Tyson Grundlingh (Gr. 7), and Annabella 
 Grundlingh (Kindergarten) also joined us at Paxton. Our students and staff have been wonderful 
 in welcoming our new students. 

 Upcoming Dates: 

 Science Olympiad - 
 Kearney: March 14th 
 Ogallala: March 23rd 

 MidPlains Interhigh Scholastic Contest 
 McCook: March 22nd 
 North Platte: March 29th 

 Senior Scholarship Interviews 
 April 11th at 6:30 p.m. 
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