
Chisholm School District
School Board Meeting Agenda

Monday, January 6, 2025 at 5:00 PM
Regular Meeting
Chisholm School Board Room

I. Determination of Quorum and Call to Order
A. Reorganization of the School Board
Attachments: 

2025 Reorganization Meeting Agenda

II. Consent Agenda
A. Minutes of the December 30, 2024 Special Meeting
Payrolls for the month of December 2024 in the amount of $763,499.63
Accounts Payables for the month of December 2024 in the amount of 
$1,604,920.21.
Attachments: 

2024 Fiscal Audit Meeting
Payrolls Dec. 2024
Accounts Payable December 2024

III. Approve Agenda
IV. Action Agenda

A. Approve the Corporate Authorization Resolutions for school district depositories.
1. Park State Bank
2. MN Liquid Asset Fund
3. PMA Financial Network, Inc.
4. Robert W. Baird & Company
5. National Bank of Commerce

 
B. Motion to appoint the following as School District legal counsel for the 2025 
calendar year: Squires, Waldspurger, & Mace, P.A., and Colosimo, Patchin, Kearney 
& Brunfelt, LTD
C. Approve Policy 610 Field Trips
Attachments: 

Policy 610 Field Trips

D. Approve Policy 611 Home Schooling
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Attachments: 
Policy 611 Home Schooling

E. Approve Policy 612.1 Development of Parent and Family Engagement 
Policies for Title I Programs
Attachments: 

Policy 611 Homeschooling

V. Discussion
VI. Information

A. Retiree premium payments
January 2025 Enrollment Numbers
Attachments: 

Jan.2025 Enrollment

VII. Adjourn

21

24

24

27

27

2



Reorganization Meeting
Chisholm Board of Education

January 6, 2025

5:00 PM Monday, January 6, 2025, Board Room of the Chisholm Elementary
Determination of quorum and Call to Order
Approve the Agenda

ACTION:
Board Reorganization Meeting Action Items

1. Elect Chairperson
2. Elect Clerk
3. Elect Treasurer
4. Elect Chair Pro Tem
5. Elect clerk Pro Tem
6. Elect Treasurer Pro Tem
7. Set Salaries for Chairperson/Directors
8. Approve the Mesabi Tribune as the official Newspaper of the School District
9. Set Date and Time for Regular Board Meetings
10.Approve Business Manager authorization to prepay certain claims to take advantage of 

discounts
11.Approve Business Manager to be authorized to make payments through electronic funds 

transfer
12.Appoint Board Members as Representatives

A. MSHSL Representative
B. Title I Parent Advisory Committee
C. Community Education Advisory Council
D. Health and Safety Committee
E. Comprehensive Achievement and Civic Readiness (CACR) formally (WBWF)
F. Finance Committee
G. Policy Committee
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57
December 30, 2024

The Special Meeting of the School Board, Independent School District No. 695, was called to 
order at 8:00 A.M. on December 30, 2024, in the Elementary Board Room.  Members present:  Directors 
Randa Sauter, Rice, Corradi Simon, Lappi and Rahja.
Absent:  Director Casey

APPROVE AGENDA

Moved by Director Rahja supported by Director Randa Sauter to approve the agenda.  Motion 
carried unanimously.

APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA

Moved by Director Lappi, supported by director Rahja to approve the consent agenda which 
consists of the Minutes of the December 9, 2024, Regular Meeting and December 9, 2024, Truth-In-
Taxation Hearing.  Motion carried unanimously.

Sterle & Co. presented the fiscal year 2024 audit.

Administrative Business:

APPROVE THE FISCAL YEAR 2024 AUDIT FINANCIAL REPORT

Moved by Director Rahja, supported by Director Rice to approve the fiscal year 2024 audit 
financial report.  Motion carried unanimously. 

HIRE ALYSSA OSTRANDER

Moved by Director Lappi, supported by Director Randa Sauter to approve the hiring of Alyssa 
Ostrander to Job #288 Paraprofessional, Chisholm Elementary, effective January 2, 2025.  Motion carried 
unanimously.

HIRE MACOY RUDOLPH

Moved by Director Rahja, supported by Director Lappi to approve the hiring of Macoy Rudolph to 
Job #283 All-Night-Grad Party Advisor, effective December 16, 2024.  Motion carried unanimously. 

ADJOURN

Moved by Director Rahja supported by Director Randa Sauter to adjourn the meeting at 8:56 a.m.  
Motion carried unanimously.

____________________________________
DANIELLE RANDA SAUTER, CLERK

DRS/lea
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610-1  

 
610 FIELD TRIPS 
Chisholm Public Schools Independent School District No. 695 
 
Board Policy 610 
Series:  600-Education Programs 
Subject:  610 Field Trips 
Adopted/Revised:  January 6, 2025 

 
 
I. PURPOSE 

 
The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for student trips and to identify the general 
process to be followed for review and approval of trip requests. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 

 
The general expectation of the school board is that all student trips will be well planned, 
conducted in an orderly manner and safe environment, and will relate directly to the 
objectives of the class or activity for which the trip is requested. Student trips will be 
categorized within three general areas: 

 
A. Instructional Trips 

 
Trips that take place during the school day, relate directly to a course of study, and 
require student participation shall fall in this category. These trips shall be subject 
to review and approval of the building principal and shall be financed by school district 
funds within the constraints of the school building budget. Fees may not be assessed 
against students to defray direct costs of instructional trips. (Minnesota Statutes 
section 123B.37) 

 
B. Supplementary Trips 

 
This category pertains to those trips in which students voluntarily participate and which 
usually take place outside the regular school day. Examples of trips in this category 
involve student activities, clubs, and other special interest groups. These trips are 
subject to review and approval of the activities director and/or the building principal. 
Financial contributions by students may be requested. (Minnesota Statutes section 
123B.36) 

 
C. Extended Trips 

 
1. Trips that involve one or more overnight stops fall into this category. 

Extended trips may be instructional or supplementary and must be requested 
well in advance of the planned activity. An extended trip request form must 
be completed and approved at each level: student, principal, superintendent, 
and school board. Exceptions to the approval policy may be granted or 
expedited to accommodate emergencies or contingencies (e.g., tournament 
competition). 
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2. The school board acknowledges and supports the efforts of booster clubs and 
similar organizations in providing extended trip opportunities for students. 

 
III. REGULATIONS 

 
A. Rules of conduct and discipline for students and employees shall apply to all 

student trip activity. 
 

B. The school administration shall be responsible for providing more detailed    
procedures, including parental involvement, supervision, and such other factors 
deemed important and in the best interest of students. 

 
C. Transportation shall be furnished through a commercial carrier or school-owned 

vehicle.  
 

D. An employee may use a personal vehicle to transport staff or personal property for 
purposes of a field trip upon prior, written approval from administration. 

 
E. An employee must not use a personal vehicle to transport one or more students for 

purposes of a field trip. 
 

1. If immediate transportation of a student is required due to an emergency 
or unforeseen circumstance, such as the illness or injury of a child, and 
the transportation does not constitute regular or scheduled 
transportation, a personal vehicle may be used. To the extent a personal 
vehicle is used, the vehicle must be properly registered and insured. 

 
2. An employee must obtain preapproval by administration of student 

transportation by a personal vehicle, pursuant to Section III.E.1, if 
practicable. If preapproval by administration of use of a personal vehicle 
cannot be obtained in a reasonable time given the circumstances, an 
employee shall report the relevant facts and circumstances justifying the 
need for use of a personal vehicle to administration as soon as practicable. 
The relevant facts and circumstances for use of a personal vehicle shall be 
documented by administration. 

 
IV. SCHOOL BOARD REVIEW 

 
The superintendent shall at least annually report to the school board upon the utilization of 
trips under this policy. 

 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 123B.36 (Authorized Fees) 

Minn. Stat. § 123B.37 (Prohibited Fees) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.49 (Extracurricular Activities; 
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Insurance) 
Minn. Stat. § 169.011, Subd. 71(a) (Definitions)  
Minn. Stat. § 169.454, Subd. 13 (Type III Vehicle Standards) Sonkowsky v. 
Board of Educ. for Indep. Sch. Dist. No. 721, 327 F.3d 675 (8th Cir. 2003) 
Lee v. Pine Bluff Sch. Dist., 472 F.3d 1026 (8th Cir. 2007) 

 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal of 

School District Employees) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 423 (Employee – Student Relationships) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline) 
MSBA/MASA Model  Policy  707  (Transportation  of  Public  School 
Students) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 709 (Student Transportation Safety Policy) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 710 (Extracurricular Transportation) 
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611 HOME SCHOOLING 
Chisholm Public Schools Independent School District No. 695 
 
Board Policy 611 
Series:  600 Education Programs 
Subject:  611 Home Schooling 
Adopted/Revised:  January 6, 2025 
 

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect statutory requirements.] 
 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to recognize and provide guidelines in accordance with state law 
for parents who wish to have their children receive education in a home school that is an 
alternative to an accredited public or private school. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

The Compulsory Attendance Law (Minnesota Statutes section 120A.22) provides that the parent 
or guardian of a child is primarily responsible for assuring that the child acquires knowledge and 
skills that are essential for effective citizenship.   

 
III. CONDITIONS FOR HOME SCHOOLING 
 

The person in charge of a home school and the school district must provide instruction and meet 
the requirements specified in Minnesota Statutes section 120A.22. 

 
IV. IMMUNIZATION 
 

The parent or guardian of a home-schooled child shall submit statements as required by  
Minnesota Statutes section 121A.15, Subds. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 12, on the appropriate Minnesota 
Department of Education form, to the superintendent of the school district in which the child 
resides by October 1 of the first year of home schooling in Minnesota and the grade 7 year.   

 
V. TEXTBOOKS, INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL, STANDARD TESTS 
 

Upon formal request, as required by law, the school district will provide textbooks (including a 
teacher’s edition, guide, or other materials that accompany a textbook when the edition, guide, 
or materials are packaged physically or electronically with textbooks for student use), 
individualized instructional or cooperative learning materials (including teacher materials that 
accompany pupil materials), software or other educational technology, and standardized tests 
and loan or provide them for use by a home-schooled child as provided under state law.  The 
school district is not required to expend any amount for this purpose that exceeds the amount 
it receives pursuant to  state law for this purpose.  If curriculum has both physical and electronic 
components, the school district will, at the request of the student or the student’s parent or 
guardian, make the electronic component accessible to a resident student provided that the 
school district does not incur more than an incidental cost as a result of providing access 
electronically. 

 
VI. PUPIL SUPPORT SERVICES 
 

Upon formal request, as required by law, the school district will provide pupil support services 
in the form of health services and counseling and guidance services to a home-schooled child 
as provided under state law.  The school district is not required to expend an amount for any of 21
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these purposes that exceeds the amount it receives pursuant to state law. 
 
VII. EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
 

Resident pupils who receive instruction in a home school (in which five or fewer students receive 
instruction) may fully participate in extracurricular activities of the school district on the same 
basis as other public school students.   

 
VIII. SHARED TIME PROGRAMS 
 

Enrollment in class offerings of the school district. 
 

A. A home-schooled child who is a resident of the school district may enroll in classes in 
the school district as a shared time pupil on the same basis as other nonpublic school 
students. The provisions of this policy shall not be determinative of whether the school 
district allows the enrollment of any pupils on a shared-time basis. 

 
B. The school district may limit enrollment of shared-time pupils in such classes based on 

the capacity of a program, class, grade level, or school building.  The school board and 
administration retain sole discretion and control over scheduling of all classes and 
assignment of shared time pupils to classes. 

 
 
IX. OPTIONAL COOPERATIVE ARRANGEMENTS 
 

A. Activities 
 

1. Minnesota State High School League-sponsored activities (in which six or more 
students receive instruction in the home school or the home school students are 
not residents of the school district). 

 
A home school that is a member of the Minnesota State High School League 
may request that the school district enter into a cooperative sponsorship 
arrangement as provided in Minnesota State High School League bylaws.  The 
approval of such an arrangement shall be at the discretion of the school board. 

 
a. The home school must become a member of the Minnesota State High 

School League in accordance with the rules of the Minnesota State High 
School League. 

 
b. The home school is solely responsible for any costs or fees associated 

with its application for and/or subsequent membership in the Minnesota 
State High School League. 

 
c. The home school is responsible for any and all costs associated with its 

participation in a cooperative sponsorship arrangement as well as any 
school district activity fees associated with the Minnesota State High 
School League activity. 

 
2. Non-Minnesota State High School League activities in which six or more students 

receive instruction in the home school. 
 

A home-schooled child may participate in non-Minnesota State High School 
League activities offered by the school district upon application and approval 
from the school board to participate in the activity and the payment of any 
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activity fees associated with the activity.  However, home school students may 
not be charged higher activity fees than other public school students.  An 
approval shall be granted at the discretion of the school board. 

 
B. Transportation Services 

 
1. The school district may provide nonpublic nonregular transportation services to 

a home-schooled child. 
 

2. The school board of the school district retains sole discretion and control and 
management of scheduling routes, establishment of the location of bus stops, 
manner and method of transportation, control and discipline of school children, 
and any other matter relating to the provision of transportation services. 

 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction) 

Minn. Stat. § 120A.24 (Reporting) 
Minn. Stat. § 120A.26 (Enforcement and Prosecution) 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.15 (Health Standards; Immunizations; School Children) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.36 (Authorized Fees) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.41 (Definitions) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.42 (Textbooks; Individual Instruction or Cooperative 
Learning Material; Standard Tests) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.44 (Provision of Pupil Support Services) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.49 (Extracurricular Activities; Insurance) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.86 (Equal Treatment - Transportation) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.92 (Transportation Aid Entitlement) 
Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Program) 
Minn. Rules Ch. 3540 (Nonpublic Schools) 

 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 509 (Enrollment of Nonresident Students) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 510 (School Activities) 
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611 HOME SCHOOLING 
Chisholm Public Schools Independent School District No. 695 
 
Board Policy 611 
Series:  600 Education Programs 
Subject:  611 Home Schooling 
Adopted/Revised:  January 6, 2025 
 

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect statutory requirements.] 
 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to recognize and provide guidelines in accordance with state law 
for parents who wish to have their children receive education in a home school that is an 
alternative to an accredited public or private school. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

The Compulsory Attendance Law (Minnesota Statutes section 120A.22) provides that the parent 
or guardian of a child is primarily responsible for assuring that the child acquires knowledge and 
skills that are essential for effective citizenship.   

 
III. CONDITIONS FOR HOME SCHOOLING 
 

The person in charge of a home school and the school district must provide instruction and meet 
the requirements specified in Minnesota Statutes section 120A.22. 

 
IV. IMMUNIZATION 
 

The parent or guardian of a home-schooled child shall submit statements as required by  
Minnesota Statutes section 121A.15, Subds. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 12, on the appropriate Minnesota 
Department of Education form, to the superintendent of the school district in which the child 
resides by October 1 of the first year of home schooling in Minnesota and the grade 7 year.   

 
V. TEXTBOOKS, INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL, STANDARD TESTS 
 

Upon formal request, as required by law, the school district will provide textbooks (including a 
teacher’s edition, guide, or other materials that accompany a textbook when the edition, guide, 
or materials are packaged physically or electronically with textbooks for student use), 
individualized instructional or cooperative learning materials (including teacher materials that 
accompany pupil materials), software or other educational technology, and standardized tests 
and loan or provide them for use by a home-schooled child as provided under state law.  The 
school district is not required to expend any amount for this purpose that exceeds the amount 
it receives pursuant to  state law for this purpose.  If curriculum has both physical and electronic 
components, the school district will, at the request of the student or the student’s parent or 
guardian, make the electronic component accessible to a resident student provided that the 
school district does not incur more than an incidental cost as a result of providing access 
electronically. 

 
VI. PUPIL SUPPORT SERVICES 
 

Upon formal request, as required by law, the school district will provide pupil support services 
in the form of health services and counseling and guidance services to a home-schooled child 
as provided under state law.  The school district is not required to expend an amount for any of 24
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these purposes that exceeds the amount it receives pursuant to state law. 
 
VII. EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
 

Resident pupils who receive instruction in a home school (in which five or fewer students receive 
instruction) may fully participate in extracurricular activities of the school district on the same 
basis as other public school students.   

 
VIII. SHARED TIME PROGRAMS 
 

Enrollment in class offerings of the school district. 
 

A. A home-schooled child who is a resident of the school district may enroll in classes in 
the school district as a shared time pupil on the same basis as other nonpublic school 
students. The provisions of this policy shall not be determinative of whether the school 
district allows the enrollment of any pupils on a shared-time basis. 

 
B. The school district may limit enrollment of shared-time pupils in such classes based on 

the capacity of a program, class, grade level, or school building.  The school board and 
administration retain sole discretion and control over scheduling of all classes and 
assignment of shared time pupils to classes. 

 
 
IX. OPTIONAL COOPERATIVE ARRANGEMENTS 
 

A. Activities 
 

1. Minnesota State High School League-sponsored activities (in which six or more 
students receive instruction in the home school or the home school students are 
not residents of the school district). 

 
A home school that is a member of the Minnesota State High School League 
may request that the school district enter into a cooperative sponsorship 
arrangement as provided in Minnesota State High School League bylaws.  The 
approval of such an arrangement shall be at the discretion of the school board. 

 
a. The home school must become a member of the Minnesota State High 

School League in accordance with the rules of the Minnesota State High 
School League. 

 
b. The home school is solely responsible for any costs or fees associated 

with its application for and/or subsequent membership in the Minnesota 
State High School League. 

 
c. The home school is responsible for any and all costs associated with its 

participation in a cooperative sponsorship arrangement as well as any 
school district activity fees associated with the Minnesota State High 
School League activity. 

 
2. Non-Minnesota State High School League activities in which six or more students 

receive instruction in the home school. 
 

A home-schooled child may participate in non-Minnesota State High School 
League activities offered by the school district upon application and approval 
from the school board to participate in the activity and the payment of any 
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activity fees associated with the activity.  However, home school students may 
not be charged higher activity fees than other public school students.  An 
approval shall be granted at the discretion of the school board. 

 
B. Transportation Services 

 
1. The school district may provide nonpublic nonregular transportation services to 

a home-schooled child. 
 

2. The school board of the school district retains sole discretion and control and 
management of scheduling routes, establishment of the location of bus stops, 
manner and method of transportation, control and discipline of school children, 
and any other matter relating to the provision of transportation services. 

 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction) 

Minn. Stat. § 120A.24 (Reporting) 
Minn. Stat. § 120A.26 (Enforcement and Prosecution) 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.15 (Health Standards; Immunizations; School Children) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.36 (Authorized Fees) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.41 (Definitions) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.42 (Textbooks; Individual Instruction or Cooperative 
Learning Material; Standard Tests) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.44 (Provision of Pupil Support Services) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.49 (Extracurricular Activities; Insurance) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.86 (Equal Treatment - Transportation) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.92 (Transportation Aid Entitlement) 
Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Program) 
Minn. Rules Ch. 3540 (Nonpublic Schools) 

 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 509 (Enrollment of Nonresident Students) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 510 (School Activities) 
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