
Mitchell Public Schools Board of Education 
Meeting
Monday, May 12, 2025 7:30 PM
High School Library
1819 19th Ave
Mitchell, NE 69357 

1. Call to Order

 

 

2. Roll call

 

 

3. Consent agenda

 

 

3.1. Excuse absent board members

 

 

3.2. Adopt agenda

 

 

3.3. Approve board minutes

 



 

3.4. Approve Expenditures

 

 

3.5. Sale/Disposal of District Property

 

 

4. From the community

 

 

5. Sharing of Excellence

 

 

6. Teacher Representative

 

 

7. Old Business

 

 

7.1. Approve the Contract for VALTS Programming for the 2025-2026 School Year

 



 

8. New Business

 

 

8.1. Discussion of Budget

 

 

8.2. School Policies for Monthly Review

 

 

8.3. Tiger Club After School Program Information

 

 

8.4. Summer Projects

 

 

9. Reports and Proposals

 

 

9.1. From the Board

 



 

9.2. From Administration

 

 

10. Dates to Remember

 

 

11. Adjourn

 

 



Mitchell Public Schools Board of Education Meeting
High School Library
Monday, April 14, 2025 7:30 P.M.

1.   Call to Order
2.   Roll Call
3.   Consent Agenda

Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented and excuse Board Members Brad 
Helgerson and Paul Pieper, passed with a motion by Doug Keener and a second by Mark Spencer.  Brad 
Helgerson: Absent, Jeff Jenkins: Yea, Doug Keener: Yea, Dustan Keener: Yea, Paul Pieper: Absent, Mark 
Spencer: Yea, Student Representative: Yea.  Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 2
3.1 Excuse Absent Board Member(s)
3.2 Adopt Agenda
3.3 Approve Board Minutes
3.4 Approve Expenditures
       1. Payroll: $691,694.99
       2. General Fund Bills Payable: $116,087.51                                 
3.5 Sale/Disposal of District Property
4.   From The Community
5.   Sharing of Excellence

Discussion: Mr. Walker Dobry, FFA Sponsor/Educator and students Jackson Jenkins and Kate 
Pieper reported on State FFA results, Labor Auction, Officer interviews and the FFA Banquet which will 
be held on April 28th.    
6.   Teacher Representative
7.   Old Business
7.1 Summer Project: Consider Bids for Foyer/Locker Room Updates

Motion to approve the bid from L & M Contracting in the amount of $48,444.00 for the High 
School locker rooms update, passed with a motion by Doug Keener and a second by Mark Spencer.  Brad 
Helgerson: Absent, Jeff Jenkins: Yea, Doug Keener: Yea, Dustan Keener: Yea, Paul Pieper: Absent, Mark 
Spencer: Yea, Student Representative: Yea.  Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 2
8.  New Business
8.1 Discussion of Budget

Discussion: Dr. Urbanek reported on the 2024-2025 school year budget and the State Aid for the 
2025-2026 school year.
8.2 Consider Approval of Out of State Junior High Goes to Washington DC in Summer of 2026

Motion to approve the out of state Junior High Goes to Washington DC in the summer of 2026, 
passed with a motion by Mark Spencer and a second by Dustan Keener.  Brad Helgerson: Absent, Jeff 
Jenkins: Yea, Doug Keener: Yea, Dustan Keener: Yea, Paul Pieper: Absent, Mark Spencer: Yea, Student 
Representative: Yea.  Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 2
8.3 School Policies for Monthly Review

The Board reviewed the following Board Policies: 604.03- Special Education, 604.04- 
Multicultural Education, 604.05- Health Education, 604.06- Physical Education, 604.10- Academic 
Freedom and 604.11- Citizenship.
8.4 Approve the Hire of Renae Malm, Jr./Sr. High Special Education Teacher for the 2025-2026 School 
Year
 Motion to approve the hire of Renae Malm as Jr./Sr. High Special Education Teacher for the 
2025-2026 School Year, passed with a motion by Doug Keener and a second by Dustan Keener.  Brad 



Helgerson: Absent, Jeff Jenkins: Yea, Doug Keener: Yea, Dustan Keener: Yea, Paul Pieper: Absent, Mark 
Spencer: Yea, Student Representative: Yea.  Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 2
8.5 Approve the Contract for VALTS Programming for the 2025-2026 School Year
 Discussion: This item was tabled until the May Board meeting.
8.6 Set and Approve Classified Staff Wages for 2025-2026 School Year
 Motion to approve the classified staff wage increase of 5.25% for the 2025-2026 school year 
beginning August 1st, 2025, passed with a motion by Dustan Keener and a second by Mark Spencer.  
Brad Helgerson: Absent, Jeff Jenkins: Yea, Doug Keener: Yea, Dustan Keener: Yea, Paul Pieper: Absent, 
Mark Spencer: Yea, Student Representative: Yea.  Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 2
8.7 Approve 2025-2026 FSMC Renewal with Opaa! Food Services

Motion to approve the 2025-2026 FSMC renewal with Opaa! Food Service as presented, passed 
with a motion by Doug Keener and a second by Mark Spencer.  Brad Helgerson: Absent, Jeff Jenkins: 
Yea, Doug Keener: Yea, Dustan Keener: Yea, Paul Pieper: Absent, Mark Spencer: Yea, Student 
Representative: Yea.  Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 2
8.8 Approve the Technology Device Purchase for the 2025-2026 School Year

Motion to approve the student Chromebook quote in the amount of $28,064.00 and student 
desktop computers/teacher laptops in the amount of $45,475.00 from Computer Hardware for the 
2025-2026 School Year, passed with a motion by Doug Keener and a second by Dustan Keener.  Brad 
Helgerson: Absent, Jeff Jenkins: Yea, Doug Keener: Yea, Dustan Keener: Yea, Paul Pieper: Absent, Mark 
Spencer: Yea, Student Representative: Yea.  Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 2
8.9 Replace HVAC Unit in Kindergarten Wing Area

Motion to approve the purchase of Kindergarten Wing Area HVAC in the amount of $32,786.00 
from Oregon Trail Plumbing, Heating and Cooling, passed with a motion by Doug Keener and a second 
by Mark Spencer.  Brad Helgerson: Absent, Jeff Jenkins: Yea, Doug Keener: Yea, Dustan Keener: Yea, Paul 
Pieper: Absent, Mark Spencer: Yea, Student Representative: Yea.  Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 2
8.10 Approve Instructional Materials for the 2025-2026 School Year

Motion to approve the instructional materials purchase for the 2025-2026 School Year in the 
amount of $163,101.96 from McGraw Hill, passed with a motion by Jeff Jenkins and a second by Doug 
Keener.  Brad Helgerson: Absent, Jeff Jenkins: Yea, Doug Keener: Yea, Dustan Keener: Yea, Paul Pieper: 
Absent, Mark Spencer: Yea, Student Representative: Yea.  Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 2

9.  Reports and Proposals
9.1 From the Board

Student Representative: Mr. Rylan Houk reported on the following items: Boy’s Golf, Track, 
Musical, Choir Concert, Band Concert, FFA, NHS Food Drive, Tigers Committed “Overtime”, Rise Tickets 
and Prom.
9.2 From the Administration

Secondary Principal_ - Mr. Peters reminded the Board of the following: May 5th- Fine Arts Night, 
May 5th-8th- Senior Exit Interviews, May 13th- Academic Dinner, May 17th- Graduation, May 20th- 
Activities Award Night and May 22nd- Students last day.

The Board accepted the Administration's written reports.
10.  Dates to Remember
11. Executive Session
12.  Adjourn

Motion to adjourn at 8:45 P.M., passed with a motion by Dustan Keener and a second by Doug 
Keener.  Brad Helgerson: Absent, Jeff Jenkins: Yea, Doug Keener: Yea, Dustan Keener: Yea, Paul Pieper: 
Absent, Mark Spencer: Yea, Student Representative: Yea.  Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 2



/s/ Jeff Jenkins
Chairperson

/s/ Katherine Urbanek
Superintendent



























School Board 

May 2025 

 

➢​ We currently have 350 students, grades K-6. 

➢​ We concluded our spring assessments this past week. Assessment results: 

MES Assessment 24-25 

NWEA  

On Level - 50th Percentile 

 Math 

Fall 

Math 

Spring 

Language 

Arts 

Fall 

Language 

Arts 

Spring 

Science 

Fall 

Science 

Spring 

1st Grade 27/45  

60% 

29/46 36/45  

80% 

36/46 

78% 

  

2nd 

Grade 

17/42  

40% 

37/47 30/42  

71% 

39/47  

83% 

  

3rd 

Grade 

31/62  

50% 

45/61 45/62  

73% 

48/61  

79% 

  

4th 

Grade 

24/36  

67% 

32/36 21/36  

58% 

26/36  

72% 

  

5th 

Grade 

30/48  

63% 

38/49 31/48  

65% 

35/49  

71% 

38/48  

79% 

38/49 

6th 

Grade 

34/51  

67% 

42/51 38/51  

75% 

39/50  

78% 

40/51  

78% 

43/49 

Totals 163/284 

57% 

223/290 

77% 

201/284 

71% 

223/289 

77% 

78/99  

79% 

81/98  

83% 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Acadience 24-25 

Reading Fluency 
On Level 

Grade Fall Winter Spring Spring 

Composite 

Score 

1st Grade NA 31/46 29/46 32/46 

2nd Grade 27/41 37/47 39/47 41/47 

3rd Grade 48/61 53/62 50/61 54/61 

4th Grade 20/36 26/37 25/36 28/36 

5th Grade 26/48 28/48 29/49 31/48 

6th Grade 44/49 44/50 41/48 41/48 

Totals 165/235  70% 219/290  76% 213/287 74% 227/286  79% 

We have our NSCAS results (preliminary) and I was very pleased with how our 

students did.  We cannot release those scores as of today.  The first chart is our 

NWEA testing done on Chromebooks in the fall & spring.  We finished 71% or 

higher as a school in all three subject areas (Math, Language Arts/Reading, & 

Science).  The second chart is our reading fluency scores as our school finished at 

74% students proficient in reading fluency.  The composite score takes into 

account fluency & retell (79%).  I was proud of our students & staff in their 

efforts on these assessments.   

➢​ Our year end assemblies will be on Thursday, May 22.   

○​ Grades K-3 @ 8:30 am 

○​ Grades 4-6 @ 10:30 am 

○​ You are invited to attend.   

➢​ Calendar for the remainder of the school year: 

May 

14​ UpDay 5-6 

14​ 6th Grade visits Junior High/High School - leave 9:30 am 



14​ Talent Show Audition Grades K-4 

14​ Elementary Opportunity to Learn Forms Due 

15​ District Track @ Mitchell 

15​ UpDay 3-4 

15​ Talent Show Audition Grades 5 & 6 

16​ UpDay 1-2 

17​ HS Graduation 2:00 pm 

19​ 6th Grade Graduation 7:00 pm 

19​ 6th Grade Academic Dinner - 12:00 noon 

19​ Talent Show Rehearsal 1:00 pm 

20​ Talent Show 1:30 pm 

20​ Preschool to Zoo 

21​ Kindergarten Graduation 2:00 pm 

22​ End of Quarter - Last Day of School Students 

22​ Report Cards 

23​ Teacher Workday 

23​ Staff Health Day 7:30 am - 10:00 am - Mrs. Thomas 

27​ Teacher Workday 

28​ Teacher Workday 

28​ Foster Grandparent Recognition 11:00 am 

29​ Summer School Begins 

 

June 

13​ Summer School Ends 

 

 

 

6th Grade Denver Trip Pictures 
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