
Ravenna Public Schools Committee on 
American Civics
Monday, October 14, 2019 7:00 PM
High School Library
P.O. Box 8400
Ravenna, NE 68869-8400 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call - Open Meeting Law

2. Approval of Agenda

3. Discussion Items

3.1. Discuss, consider, and take all action necessary to elementary and secondary 
principals' annual multi-cultural reports

3.2. Discuss, consider, and take all action necessary to LB 399

3.3. Guest Presentation: Secondary Social Studies Teachers-How are we meeting the 
requirement of LB 399 in the secondary social studies classroom?

3.4. Guest Presentation: Secondary Social Studies Teachers: Deployment of ew 
secondary social studies curriculum

4. Adjournment
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LEGISLATIVE BILL 399
Approved by the Governor March 27, 2019

Introduced by Slama, 1; Albrecht, 17;
Brewer,43; Briese,41;
25; Gragert, 40; Groene,
Hilgers, 21; Lindstrom,
lloser, 22; llurman, 38.

Archt a4i Bostelman, 23; grandt, 32;
clements, 2i Dorn, 30; Erdman, 47; Geist.
42; HalLoran, 33; Hansen, 8., 16;

18; Linehan, 39; Lorre, 37; l4cDonneII, 5;

A EILL FoR AN ACT relating to schools; to amend sections 79-724 and 79-727,
Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska; to change the name of and provj.sions
relating to the committee on Americanisn; to elj.minate a penalty; to
provide duties for the State Board of Education and the State Department
of Education; to harmonj.ze provisions; and to repeal the orj.gj.nal
sections.

8e it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1, Section 79-724, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is
anended to read:

79-724

to ensure
prosperous Aflerica. such

that every member thereof be
natj,on' s history

goy€fl+ne+t---aed fu]ly aware of the liberties, opportunitles, and advantages tsCpossess e@ and the sacrifices and struggles of those
through vJhose efforts these benefits were gained. Since vouno oeople are y€r++
+s--t+€--+ime most susceptible to the acceptance of principles and doctrines that
will influence !he! nen--afld---reNnes throughout their lives, it is one of the
first duties of our educational system to conduct its activitles, choose itst].rst dutles of our educatrona.l. system to conduct its actt
textbooks, and arrange its curriculum in such a way that the

(1) !!9 Ev€+y school board of each school district shal1, at the beginning
of each calendar geheel year, appoint from its members a commj.ttee of three, to
be known as the committee on American civi-cs. which Af,€r-i€a*i€+ni{he--€ofis{+++e
e+'tfieF+ea+isfl shall:

st res se s

shi]J--id€quat€+y--s++ess the services of the and who Dlaved a crucial

our constitutional, governm€nt, and p-feSeIyA!i.S.D__-Qj p+€s€++ed
and

the nation's ec+ institutions
dates;

to !!Sl-i!! deve+€p a
not be Eglqly_a m€+e

resPect for
events and

pride and
recital of

a citizenry necessitates

rol.e in the achlevement of a€hi€ved--€s+ national independence, establishment of
es+eb+i€+€d
€{+ un.ion

and

a
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(b) Assure themse+ves a^ ts the 6hara6ter ef all teachers employeC and

{[I {€+ Take all such other steps as will assure the carrying out of the
provj.sions of this section
the comhittee's findi.nos and recommendations .

(2) Al.J. sociaL studies lfie+i€a€-+ist€+y courses approved for grade l-evels
as provi.ded by this sectj.on shal-I include and adequately stress contributions
of aII ethnic groups I9_(a) te the development and grov{th of Anerica j.nto a

(3)
sc hoo1s,
exe rci.ses

(a)

AII grades of all public, prj.vate,
below the sj.xth grade, shall devote
or teaching periods for the following

The diS!!SS&! r€€+ta+ of

historical backoround. memorlzation, and singing of patriotic
@i+€ the Star -Spangled

three grades from the fifth grade to the eighth
denomlnational, and parochial school.s, lllq at
shal]. be set aside for +e--be-+eve€ed-t-o the

, education, medicine, Iiterature, science,
the military in all of this nati.on's wars te

denominational, and parochial
at least one hour per i/eek to
purpose:

hor€ec;
(b) rhe

songs s!gh__3s
Banner and Ame r ic albg_lBca!l:I!.!; -ellC

(c) The development of IeSlCg.lL FeveF3F€e for the American flag as a svmbol
of freedom and the sacrifices of those who secured that freedom; and

fd) Instruction iF€++s€+ie$ as to proper conduct in thC it€ presentation
of the Anerican f.Lao.

(4) In at least two of the
grade in all public, private,

teaching of American history from the socia]. studies currj.culum appr€v€d
t€x+$€€*+, taught in such a @

and our world

(5) In at least tlio eplISCS_jL! g+ad€€--o+
k shall be devoted to the

79-760.01, during which €€s+€€€ specif

school, g!!9 at--f€a€+
of civic s_jlll-.tucElga!

ven to
follovrlng matters:

(a) The Declaration of Indeoendence. the united States Constitution! and
the constitution of Nebraska. and the structure and furction of 1oca1

every high
teaching

oovernment in this state;
(b) The benefits and advantages of reoresentative o{r+--f€+s--ef government!

alld the riohts and resDonsibilities of citiTenshin in orrr oovlrnmFnt end th.

(c) The duties of citizenship, which include
participation in the improvement of a citizenrs comntunity,
world and the value and practice of civil discourse beth,een
a[d -

6) app te patriotic exercises s the occasion sha11 be held
eve ry P rivat e,

preceding or f suc h

Board of Education, and the
the state shall be held directly
out this section. Neo.Lect thereof

isGl]]4i{g ac t ive
state, count ry, and
opposing interestsi

to
inunder the lction of the superintendent

and parochial school on Georoedenominational,

holiday, if the
(7) Every

superintendent
resPonsible in

school is in session.
school board, the State

of each school district in
the order named for car

a{#--€ass€-+o+-4*4i€sa+.
Sec. 2. Section 79-727, Rei.ssue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is amended



to read:

€+a€s-+g--#sdesea€€+.
Sec. 3, 0riginal sections 79-724 and 79-727, Reissue Revised Statutes of

Nebraska, are repea.Ied.

-3-



Legislative Bill 399
In Mr. Mauler & Mrs. Jacobsen’s 

Classrooms



District Curriculum Section 1 C
Our standards are subject to change within the year, and we will be attending a professional development 

opportunity at the ESU to learn about the final draft of the standards and to write a new curriculum that 

aligned to the new standards. 

As of right now we are following the school curriculum in its current form and using the current state 

standards. 



Formative/Interim/Summative Assessments Section F

We use a variety of strategies to check for understanding with our students. 

Examples: Multiple-Choice, Essay Questions, Matching, Quizzes, Tests, Homework Worksheets, 

Individual and Group Projects, Exit Tickets, Graphic Organizers, Think-Pair-Share, Observations, 

Questioning, Discussions



Social Studies curriculum incorporates 1 or more of following: Section G 

(i) Administration of a written test that is identical to the naturalization test:

--7th grade: Quarter quiz of 25 questions off of naturalization test, at the end of the year they 

will take the full 100 question naturalization test. 

--12 grade: Will be given 4 practice tests of the naturalization test, and then will be given a 100 

question test that will need to be passed with an 80% or above by the end of their senior year. Scores will 

be out of 100 points and the students and parents will be notified of their student’s results via Infinite 

Campus

In reviewing the law, it seems the easiest way to meet this requirement would be to administer a copy of the naturalization test once in 8th 

grade and then again as Brett Plans to.  I spoke with Shari.  She can easily archive these scores in Infinite Campus and send a mailing based 

on the student’s scores.  I would suggest 1 test before the end of 8th grade and then the other’s Brett plans, with grades for both dumped 

into IC and reports generated as sent from the office.  That way all the data is in one spot.

HOWEVER, if you wanna meet the requirements in some other way, we sure can.



Social Studies curriculum incorporates 1 or more of following: Section G

(ii) Attendance or participation between 8th-12th grade in a meeting of a public body followed by 

the completion of a project or paper discussing the personal learning experience. 

We could easily have the 8th graders attend a public meeting, namely, the school board meeting and then 

have them write a one page report about what they learned.



Social Studies curriculum incorporates 1 or more of following: Section G

(iii) Project/Paper with a class presentation of a person/event commemorated by a holiday:

● 8th grade American History: “Presidents Project” with presentation over George Washington and 

Abraham Lincoln, amongst other Presidents, reviewing their lives and accomplishments beginning 

with their births through their presidency. 

● 11th grade American History: Holiday project with presentation over Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 

Native American Heritage Day, Constitution Day, Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and Thanksgiving 

Day. 



Section 3 (Does not pertain to 7-12) 



Patriotic exercises for the occasions (Section 6) 
-George Washington’s Birthday, Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday, Native 

American Heritage Day, Constitution Day, Memorial Day, Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving Day

● We will teach every occasion listed above within a week of their happening, in both American 

History/Civics/Government classes. 

○ Through a short essay, video, small project, or other classroom activity that brings recognition 

and understanding to these important historical events. 
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