
GCSSD Board of Trustees Regular Meeting
August 8, 2024 6:30 PM
Gibson County High School Library

Mission Statement: "The Gibson County Special School District provides learning experiences 
through which every student will be well prepared for their life, education, and career."

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

2. CALL TO ORDER

3. ROLL CALL

4. CONSENT AGENDA

4.A. Finance Reports

4.B. Maintenance/Technology Reports

4.C. Minutes Approval

4.D. Overnight Field Trips

5. RECOGNITION

5.A. AP Students & Spring Awards

5.B. TN Teen Institute (TTI) 

6. PUBLIC COMMENT

7. AMENDED AGENDA

7.A. Jace Hart

7.B. Health Insurance

7.C. Christmas / Longevity Bonus

7.D. Bid Recap - Type A Bus

7.E. Bid Recap - GCHS Soccer Paving Addition

7.F. Director's Evaluation



7.G. State & Federal Legislation

7.H. Policy Revisions

8. DIRECTOR'S REPORT

8.A. Upcoming Conferences

9. ADJOURN

































Monthly Work Order Recap
Period:  July 1 through July 31

Beginning of Month New Closed End of Month
Technology Assigned To: Open Work Orders Work Orders Work Orders Open Work Orders

Jamie Barr 0 20 14 6
Jacob King 8 7 4 11
Alisha Owens 1 10 9 2
Anthony Bogue 1 20 17 4

Grand Totals 10 57 44 23

Beginning of Month New Closed End of Month
Maintenance Assigned To: Open Work Orders Work Orders Work Orders Open Work Orders

Charles Salles 8 2 6 4
Travis Hendrix 0 18 11 7
Mark Robinson 4 11 15 0
Caleb Black 5 5 9 1
Ted Bauman 0 15 12 3
Brad Reynolds 5 19 21 3

Grand Totals 22 70 74 18

Notes:
1.  Assigned To:  The person who was assigned the work order.
2.  Beginning of the Month Work Orders:  The number of work orders open for the Assigned To for time frame selected.
3.  New Work Orders:  New work orders received by the Assigned To during the time frame selected.
4.  Closed Work Orders:  Closed work orders closed by the Assigned To during the time frame selected.
5.  End of Month Open Work Orders:  Work orders still open for the Assigned To for the time frame selected.
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Gibson County Special School District 

Board of Trustees 
GCSSD Board of Trustees Regular Meeting 

Gibson County High School Library 

July 11, 2024  
 

Members Present: Mr. Scott Ball, Mr. Benny Boals, Ms. Treva Maitland, Mr. Eddie Watkins, and Mr. John 

Campbell II. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mr. Eddie Watkins led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

CALL TO ORDER 

Mr. Eddie Watkins called the meeting to order.  

ROLL CALL 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

A motion was made by Mr. Scott Ball to approve the consent agenda, with a second by Mr. Benny Boals. 

Motion passed. 

 

Finance Reports 

Maintenance/Technology Reports 

Minutes Approval 

 

RECOGNITION 

Dr. Gary Lilly, TOSS Executive Director, recognized Mr. Eddie Pruett as the Northwest Superintendent of the 

Year.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 

No public comment  

REGULAR AGENDA 

A motion was made by Mr. Benny Boals to approve the regular agenda, with a second by Ms. Treva Maitland. 

Motion passed. 

 

Series 2012 and Series 2013 Bond Payoff 

Mr. Rory Hinson presented the Bond Payoff for Series 2012 and Series 2013. Mr. Hinson proposed amending 

the budget by $2,925,000 to pay off the bonds, saving the district $475,236.62. 

A motion was made by Mr. Benny Boals to amend the budget by $2,925,000 to pay off Series 2012 and Series 

2013 bonds, with a second by Ms. Treva Maitland. Motion passed. 

 

Voluntary Pre-K Budget Amendment 

Mr. Rory Hinson presented the Voluntary Pre-K Budget Amendment. Mr. Hinson recommends amending the 

Pre-K budget by $3,592.61. The additional funds will go towards playground equipment and professional 

development for Pre-K teachers.  

A motion was made by Mr. Scott Ball to amend the Pre-K budget by $3,592.61, with a second by Mr. John 

Campbell II. Motion passed. 
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TISA Budget Amendment 

Mr. Rory Hinson presented the TISA Budget Amendment. There was an excess of funds after receiving the 

final TISA amount. He recommends amending the budget revenue by $26,585.05. 

A motion was made by Mr. Benny Boals to amend the budget revenue by $26,585.05, with a second by Mr. 

John Campbell II. Motion passed. 

 

GCSSD Board Attorney 

Mr. Eddie Pruett recommended Michael Hill continue as the board attorney for the 2024-2025 school year.  

A motion was made by Ms. Treva Maitland to approve Michael Hill as 2024-2025 board attorney, with a 

second by Mr. John Campbell II. Motion passed. 

 

Annual Bullying Report  

Mr. Eddie Pruett presented the Annual Bullying Report. Out of 40 total reports of bullying, 26 were confirmed 

after an investigation.   

Athletic Practice Policy  

Mr. Eddie Pruett presented the Athletic Practice Policy: "There will be NO athletic practice during the seven 

hours of educational instruction in the school day. The only exception will be for high school sports". 

A motion was made by Mr. Scott Ball to approve the athletic practice policy, with a second by Mr. John 

Campbell II. Motion passed. 

 

DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

 

Upcoming Conferences 

 Mr. Eddie Pruett reminded the board of the upcoming conferences.  

Summer Law - July 19-20 in Gatlinburg & August 9 in Jackson 

District Fall Meeting - August 27 at Dyer County  

ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Mr. John Campbell II to adjourn, with a second by Mr. Scott Ball. Motion passed. 







Name AP Exam Passed
Juliet Barker Human Geography
Ryan Bayliss English Language and Composition, United States History
Jon Buck Human Geography
Adeline Carter United States History
Caden Clark Calculus AB, Computer Science Principles
Ethan Dunevant Calculus AB
Joshua Gowan Human Geography
Mouad Hasan United States History
Ava Holifield Psychology
Vincent Lin Human Geography
Ava Lisin Human Geography
Lidiah Mahalati Psychology, United States History
Madelynn Malone Calculus AB
Luke Martin Psychology
Everly Moore Human Geography
Cooper Mutschler Human Geography
Dev Patel Calculus AB, Statistics
Clayton Pruett Human Geography
Katherine Robison Calculus AB
Ethan Scherer Human Geography
Bella Suiter Calculus AB, Statistics
Andrew Sutton Human Geography
Aidan Swanger United States History











SGCHS Bleacher Bid Recap 9/14/23 Board Meeting

Bid Recap – Type A Bus

Vendor Bid Amount
Central States $97,027.00
Central States $107,195.00

Recommendation:  Purchase bus from Central States for $97,027.00.

Either amount was included in the SY 2024-2025 budget.



SGCHS Bleacher Bid Recap 9/14/23 Board Meeting

Bid Recap – GCHS Soccer Paving Addition

Vendor Bid Amount
Cantrell $20,900.00

Sowell Boys $24,750.00
McDonald Asphalt $29,863.00

Cantrell has an optional amount of $1,900 for additional 33C.

Total without additional 33C = $20,900.00

Total with additional 33C = $22,800.00

Recommendation:  Proceed with the bid from Cantrell. 

Either amount was included in the SY 2024-2025 budget.



Nolan Combs, TSBA Director of Government Relations
Ben Torres, Assistant Executive Director and General Counsel

Legislative Update



TSBA

Summary of Legislative Session

• The General Assembly convened on January 9, 2024, 
and adjourned on April 25, 2024.

• Just over 1,500 pieces of legislation were filed.
• TSBA tracked 275 bills this session.
• 78 new laws affecting K-12 education



TSBA

Budget Overview
Approved a $52.8 billion budget for 2024-2025
• $261 million into TISA
Ø $125 million for teacher raises
Ø Base amount increase from $6,860 to $7,075



TSBA

Wayne BlairEducation Freedom 
Scholarships/Vouchers



TSBA

Education Freedom Scholarships (Vouchers)
SB 503/HB 1183

• Governor’s legislative priority heading into the 2024 
session

• “Scholarships” for students to attend a private school 
with $7,075 in public dollars in the form of a voucher.

• Proposals from House and Senate were vastly 
different and could not be reconciled.

• Did not pass this year, but likely to return next year.



TSBA

Wayne BlairRelated to School 
Boards



TSBA

Election Filing Date Change
PC 822

• Only applicable to school boards aligned to the August 
primary and November general elections.

• Nominating petitions must be filed no later than noon 
on the 2nd Tuesday in March.

• Previously the second Tuesday in April.



TSBA

Removal of Library Materials
PC 782

• Appropriateness of materials tied to definitions in T.C.A. § 39-
17-901

• Boards have 60 days to decide after receiving feedback whether 
material is appropriate

• Textbook and Instructional Materials Quality Commission may 
decide whether material is appropriate if a board does not 
adhere to 60-day timeline



TSBA

Code of Conduct for School Visitors
PC 810

• Beginning with the 2024-2025 school year, school boards 
must adopt a code of conduct for each of its schools that 
describes the types of behavior expected from visitors on 
school grounds.

• Must post the code of conduct to the board’s and school’s 
websites, provide a copy to all school employees, post it at the 
school’s entrance, and provide all parents with a printed copy.

• All codes of conduct must first be reviewed by an attorney.



TSBA

Reasonable Access to Printed Textbooks
PC 752

• Requires that a local school board providing electronic 
textbooks and instructional materials also provide 
students and teachers with reasonable access to printed 
versions of the materials if the student or the student’s 
parent submits a written request to the principal

• Takes effect July 1, 2024



TSBA

Online Notices for Open Meetings
PC 793

• When a public notice is required to be published in a 
newspaper, it must also be published on a news information 
website, if available. 

• Website must have been in operation for at least 1 year, use 
recognized standards of journalism, have content revised at 
least 3 times weekly, have a fixed title, be principally devoted to 
dissemination of local news, and be registered with the 
Secretary of State.

• Effective July 1, 2024



TSBA

Directors of Schools – Delegation of Duties 
and Job Requirements

PC 883
• Authorizes a Director of Schools to delegate one or more duties 

assigned to them by the school board to another administrator 
or employee if the board has adopted a policy authorizing the 
respective duty to be delegated to the respective individual.

• Clarifies that a Director of Schools who is appointed by the local 
school board must have a bachelor’s degree and meet any other 
qualifications or requirements established by the local school 
board.



TSBA

Policy on Artificial Intelligence
PC 550

• School boards must adopt a policy regarding the use of artificial 
intelligence by students, teachers, and staff for instructional and 
assignment purposes. 

• Must be implemented no later than the 2024-2025 school year 
and, by July 1st of 2024 and each following year, school boards 
must report to the Department its compliance with this law. 

• The report must contain the policy and describe how the board 
will enforce the policy. 



Wayne BlairRelated to 
Administration



TSBA

Voluntary Retention
PC 829

• A parent or guardian of a student in grades K-2 may elect 
to retain the student if the student has a documented  
academic or behavioral delay. 

• Students may not be retained in the same grade more 
than once.

• Applicable beginning with the 2024-2025 school year.



TSBA

Temporary Permits for Courses with an EOC
PC 876

• Allows for temporary teaching permits to be issued for 
courses with an end-of-course (EOC) examination 
requirement.

• Commissioner must consider the following before issuing a 
permit for EOC courses: 1) Availability of other faculty/staff 
qualified to teach, 2) Timing of the vacancy, and 3) Efforts to 
advertise the vacancy.

• Effective beginning in the 2024-2025 school year.



TSBA

Temporary Permits for PE Classes
PC 843

• Allows for temporary teaching permits to be issued for 
physical education courses in elementary schools.

• Same process and rules as other temporary teaching 
permits pursuant § 49-5-106.

• Effective beginning in the 2024-2025 school year.



TSBA

Clarification on Computer Science Law
PC 693

• § 49-6-1010 requires that each public middle school student 
take a course in computer science education.

• There was some confusion about the implementation of this 
law.

• This legislation clarifies that this law applies to middle school 
students who enroll in the lowest grade level offered at a 
middle school beginning in the 2024-2025 school year. 

• Districts can choose when the course is offered to middle 
school students.



TSBA

Expansion of Maximum CTE Class Sizes
PC 712

• Authorizes LEAs to extend CTE class sizes and averages 
for CTE classes in grades 6-8 provided the sizes of these 
classes do not exceed the maximum class size and 
averages set for general education classes in grades 7-
12.

• Beginning with the 2024-2025 school year. 



Wayne BlairRelated to Safety



TSBA

Concealed Carry by Teachers
PC 801

• Permits teachers to carry a concealed firearm under certain 
conditions

• Before a teacher may carry a concealed firearm, he or she must:
Ø Hold a valid handgun carry permit;
Ø Receive written authorization from the chief of the 

appropriate law enforcement agency;
Ø Receive written permission from the Director of Schools and 

the principal of the school where the employee is assigned;



TSBA

Concealed Carry by Teachers
PC 801

Ø Pass a background check with the Tennessee Bureau of 
Investigation (TBI);

Ø Pass a background check with the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI);

Ø Pass a psychiatric evaluation;
Ø Successfully complete 40 hours of basic training approved by 

the POST commission; and 
Ø Receive 40 hours of annual training specific to school policy 

from a POST-approved training provider



TSBA

Concealed Carry by Teachers
PC 801

• Teachers may not carry in places like auditoriums, gymnasiums, 
or stadiums when an event is taking place

• LEAs are immune from claims for monetary damages arising 
from an individual's use of, or failure to use, a firearm on school 
property

• The individual would be liable for damages that arise from his or 
her use of, or failure to use, that firearm on school property. 



TSBA

Retired TCRS Employees as SROs
PC 918

• Until June 30, 2026, a retired TCRS member may be reemployed 
without loss or suspension of the member’s benefits if he or she 
is reemployed as a law enforcement officer with the sole 
purpose of serving full-time as an SRO.

• May not be reemployed until at least 60 days following their 
initial retirement. 

• Retired member’s reemployment may not exceed 1 year but 
may be reemployed for an additional 1-year period if necessary.



TSBA

Training for Substitute Teachers
PC 735

• Policies on the use of substitute teachers must also include 
following provisions:
o Substitute teachers must receive the annual safety training 

required by § 49-6-805(7) or other instruction on emergency 
response procedures developed by the school board;

o All substitute teachers are subject to a background check; 
and 

o A prohibition on employing or contracting with any substitute 
teachers whose license or certificate in TN or another state 
has been revoked or suspended.



TSBA

Wayne BlairRelated to 
Curriculum



TSBA

Firearm Safety Instruction
PC 800

• Beginning in the 2025-2026 school year, LEAs must annually 
provide age-appropriate instruction on firearm safety.

• Beginning with a grade-level that is to be determined but must 
be provided through grade 12.

• Must include instruction on safe storage, school safety, injury 
avoidance, and notification to an adult of the location of a found 
firearm.

• Live firearms and ammunition are not permitted. 



TSBA

Wayne BlairMiscellaneous



TSBA

Home School Student Participation in 
Athletic Activities

PC 658

• LEAs must allow home school students the opportunity to try-
out for any interscholastic athletic competition that is not a 
member of an organization or association that regulates 
interscholastic athletic competitions (like TSSAA).

• Home school student seeking to participate must be zoned for 
the school at which they intend to participate in an athletic 
competition.



TSBA

Smart Heart Act
PC 625

• In addition to existing training on identifying the symptoms of 
sudden cardiac arrest in § 68-6-103(b), relevant parties must be 
trained in CPR, first aid, and the use of AEDs. 

• All schools must have at least 1 AED within the school.

• High schools must maintain an AED that is accessible during the 
school day and all youth athletic activities.

• Must be unlocked, identified clearly by signage, and be 
accessible for use within 3 minutes. 



TSBA

Smart Heart Act
PC 625

• The governing authority of a school must establish, review, and 
annually rehearse an athletics emergency action plan (AEAP) for 
responding to life-threatening injuries sustained by students 
participating in athletic activities. 

• School boards must also develop a cardiac emergency response 
plan (CERP) that establishes steps that should be taken in 
response to a sudden cardiac arrest event.

• Beginning with the 2024-2025 school year.



TSBA

Wayne BlairQuestions?
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Bill Numbers Title

SB191/HB390 Prohibition of minimum grade below zero policy and other revisions.

SB379/HB284 Thresholds for competitive sealed bids for counties, municipalities. 

SB1060/HB843 The Age-Appropriate Materials Act

SB1177/HB1188 TN History taught in 5th grade.

SB1210/HB996 Prohibition of topics in family life curriculum.

SB1325/HB1202 Authorization of a school staff member to carry a concealed handgun on school grounds. 

SB1501/HB1016 Threats concerning school employees and students.

SB1663/HB1697 Removal of pretest administered to students.

SB1679/HB1644 Policy for responding to fire alarm activated on school premises outside of scheduled fire drill. 

SB1680/HB1700 School buses - procedures concerning persons improperly on bus. 

SB1688/HB1831 Voluntary student retainment. 

SB1691/HB1797 Student member of the state board of education. 

SB1701/HB1789 Educator licensure actions taken by the state board of education. 

SB1711/HB1630 Policy regarding the use of artificial intelligence technology by students & teachers. 

SB1712/HB1655 Mathematics Supports Act. 

SB1715/HB1664 Law enforcement officers assigned as school resource officers. 

SB1721/HB1633 Creation of de-escalation training for teachers, administrators, & other school personnel. 

SB1726/HB2826 Development of a conflict resolution program to be implemented by LEAs.

SB1773/HB1936 Career readiness assessments for high school seniors. 

SB1810/HB2165 Request for accommodating to affirm the student's gender identity. 

SB1853/HB2059 Number of credits a student may earn in a work-based learning program. 

SB1867/HB1908 Beyond Ordinary Learning Opportunities (BOLO) Act. 

SB1887/HB2590 Bullying and cyberbullying considered harassment. 

SB1902/HB1928 Operation of school buses. 

SB1938/HB2155 Michael Maren Paycheck Protection Act. 

SB1943/HB1812 Payment for all LEA and public charter school employees for personal injury at work. 

SB1947/HB2058 Course requirements for high school graduation. 

SB1959/HB1785 Uniform accounting policy manual for local school systems. 

SB1963/HB2176 Awarding court costs to petitioner proving governing body violated public meetings laws. 

SB1979/HB1861 Participation in athletic activities by home school students. 

SB1998/HB2008 Payment at school athletic events. 

SB2032/HB2489 Temporary teaching permits to teach physical education classes in elementary schools. 

SB2066/HB1969 Installation of carbon monoxide alarms in childcare agencies. 

SB2106/HB2272 Directives from U.S. DOE regarding implementation of department rules. 

SB2141/HB2311 Availability of opioid antagonists in schools. 

SB2156/HB2528 School safety alert grant program.

SB2175/HB2251 Smart Heart Act. 

SB2183/HB2326 4th grade promotion.

SB2188/HB2384 Contracts and insurance between LEAs and independent bus owners and operators.

SB2202/HB2381 Code of visitor conduct for schools. 

SB2214/HB2242 Course in computer science required for middle school students. 

SB2215/HB2283 Annual deadline to provide school building-level safety plans. 

SB2263/HB2198 Threat of mass violence on school property or at a school related activity. 

SB2312/HB2177 Access to printed version of an electronic textbook. 

SB2365/HB2142 Students who have been adjudicated delinquent. 

https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB0191
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB0397
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1060
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1177
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1210
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1325
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1501
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1663
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1679
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1680
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1688
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1691
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1701
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1711
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1712
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1715
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1721
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1726
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1773
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1810
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1853
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1867
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1887
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1902
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1938
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1943
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1947
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1959
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1963
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1979
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1998
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2032
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2066
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2106
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2141
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2156
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2175
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2183
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2188
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2202
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2214
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2215
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2263
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2312
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2365
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SB2366/HB2264 Exiting of school turnaround pilot program. 

SB2406/HB2398 School safety teams requirements. 

SB2432/HB2547 Authorization of local governmental entities to purchase fuel in the open market. 

SB2551/HB2780 Parents may request electronic copy of child's report card, attendance, and other info. 

SB2557/HB2678 Innovative School District Act.

SB2582/HB2687 Revises the instruction required as part of the family life curriculum. 

SB2593/HB2559 Adult high schools.

SB2610/HB2348 Support of terrorist organizations. 

SB2652/HB2464 School safety training for substitute teachers. 

SB2666/HB1923 TCAT reserved slots for dual enrollment students. 

SB2674/HB2285 Issuance of temporary teaching permits for certain courses. 

SB2682/HB2472 School employee who has been assaulted by a student advised of rights. 

SB2703/HB2158 Number of school nurses needed per number of students. 

SB2749/HB2936 Families' Rights and Responsibilities Act. 

SB2764/HB2388 Authorizes LEAs to extend career technical education class sizes and averages. 

SB2766/HB1634 Educator's obligations to students. 

SB2767/HB2435 Baby Olivia Act.

SB2771/HB1623 Regulation of traffic in school zones. 

SB2820/HB2922 Opportunity charter boarding schools.

SB2847/HB1997 Reallocation of portion of trust principal of K-12 mental health endowment account. 

SB2923/HB2882 Age-appropriate and grade-appropriate instruction on firearm safety. 

SB2931/HB2487 Threats of mass violence made by a student. 

SB2932/HB2486 Director of schools - delegation of duties. 

SB2933/HB2494 Education funding for students admitted to residential mental health facilities. 

https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2366
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2406
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2432
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2551
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2557
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2582
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2593
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2610
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2652
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2666
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2674
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2682
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2703
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2749
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2764
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2766
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2767
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2771
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2820
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2847
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2923
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2931
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2932
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2933
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Senate/House 

Sponsors and Bill 
Number 

Summary TDOE Point of Contact 

PC 523 
Effective Date: March 

1, 2024 

Swann/Russell 
SB1177/HB1188 

PC 523 requires that beginning in the 2026-27 school 
year, each local education agency (LEA) and public 
charter school must require 5th grade students to 
complete one semester of Tennessee history in the 
students’ first semester of 5th grade. 

Christy Wall,  
Assistant Commissioner of 

Instructional Strategy, 
Christy.Wall@tn.gov 

PC 537 
Effective Date: March 

7, 2024 

Crowe/Martin 
SB1959/HB1785 

PC 537 renames the “uniform accounting policy 
manual” to be the “internal school funds manual” 
and removes the requirement for the Commissioner 
of Finance and Administration to approve the 
internal school funds manual so that only the 
Comptroller of the Treasury's approval is required. 

Maryanne Durski,  
Chief Financial Officer, 

Maryanne.Durski@tn.gov 
 

PC 543 
Effective Date: March 
7, 2024; applies to the 
2024-25 school year 

and each school year 
thereafter. 

Lowe/Hicks, T. 
SB1853/HB2059 

PC 543 increases from three to six the number of 
work-based learning credits a student may earn in 
one school year. It also specifies that at least one 
credit must be earned through related classroom 
experience which must include a minimum of two 
periods per week of classroom instruction. A 
minimum of five hours of supervised work 
experience is required for each additional credit 
earned. 

Deborah Knoll,  
Assistant Commissioner of 

College, Career, and 
Technical Education, 

Deborah.Knoll@tn.gov 

PC 548 
Effective Date: July 1, 

2024 

Haile/Slater 
SB1680/HB1700 

PC 548 requires each LEA to post a notice in a 
conspicuous place on each school bus to notify 
others that no person shall enter onto school buses 
except students assigned to that bus or school, the 
staff of the school, parents of students, and other 
persons with lawful and valid business on the bus or 
school premises. It also requires training developed 
by the Tennessee Department of Safety and TDOE 
for new school bus drivers and transportation 
supervisors to include procedures concerning 
persons improperly on school buses. 

Lori Paisley,  
Assistant Commissioner of 
Coordinated School Health, 

Lori.Paisley@tn.gov 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0523.pdf
mailto:Christy.Wall@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0537.pdf
mailto:Maryanne.Durski@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0543.pdf
mailto:Deborah.Knoll@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0548.pdf
mailto:Lori.Paisley@tn.gov
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PC 549 
Effective Date: March 

11, 2024 

Pody/Carringer 
SB1691/HB1797 

PC 549 specifies that the appointed student member 
of the State Board of Education (SBE) must be 
counted as present by the student’s high school for 
attendance purposes for the time the student spends 
performing their duties on the SBE. 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

PC 550 
Effective Date: March 

11, 2024 

Hensley/Cepicky 
SB1711/HB1630 

PC 550 requires each local board of education, public 
charter school governing body, and higher education 
institution to adopt a policy on the use of artificial 
intelligence by students, teachers, and staff for 
instructional and assignment purposes. Local boards 
of education and public charter school governing 
bodies are required to implement the policy in the 
2024-25 school year and report annually to TDOE 
starting July 1, 2024 of compliance with adopting a 
policy on the use of artificial intelligence. 

Shannon Gordon, 
Chief Operating Officer,  

Shannon.Gordon@tn.gov  
 

PC 551 
Effective Date: March 

11, 2024 

Hensley/Cepicky 
SB1712/HB1655 

PC 551 enacts the “Mathematics Supports Act” which 
requires TDOE to conduct a landscape analysis on 
math instruction across Tennessee. The Act also 
requires TDOE to identify and approve at least one 
standards-aligned professional development course 
on mathematics instruction at no cost to K-8 
teachers. Finally, the Act requires TDOE to revise the 
Teaching as a Profession (TAP) course standards to 
include standards-aligned mathematics instruction 
skills in alignment with the identified professional 
development course. 

Kristy Brown,  
Chief Academic Officer, 

Kristy.Brown@tn.gov 

PC 563 
Effective Date: March 

12, 2024 

Haile/Lamberth 
SB1697/HB1644 

PC 563 requires each LEA, public charter school, 
private school, and church-related school to develop 
a procedure for determining the cause of a fire alarm 
activation, including the potential for an active 

Lori Paisley,  
Assistant Commissioner of 
Coordinated School Health, 

Lori.Paisley@tn.gov 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0549.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0550.pdf
mailto:Shannon.Gordon@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0551.pdf
mailto:Kristy.Brown@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0563.pdf
mailto:Lori.Paisley@tn.gov
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shooter event. It also requires each LEA, public 
charter school, private school, and church-related 
school to train its staff and school volunteers on the 
procedure. 

PC 571 
Effective Date: July 1, 
2024; applies to the 
2024-25 school year 

and each school year 
thereafter. 

Taylor/Doggett 
SB2582/HB2687 

PC 571 requires that instruction as part of a family 
life curriculum include instruction on the prevention 
of internet crimes against children involving sexting, 
sextortion, and the exploitation of a minor. It also 
requires the Department of Children Services’ (DCS) 
Tennessee Joint Task Force on Children’s Justice and 
Child Sex Abuse and the Children’s Services Advisory 
Council to annually recommend to TDOE age-
appropriate curricula that LEAs and public charter 
schools may use to provide family life instruction. 

Lori Paisley,  
Assistant Commissioner of 
Coordinated School Health, 

Lori.Paisley@tn.gov 

PC 573 
Effective Date: March 

15, 2024 

Johnson/McCalmon 
SB1836/HB1649 

PC 573 requires public schools and public charter 
schools to close on the date of the presidential 
primary election if the school is used as a polling 
place, in addition to the regular November 
presidential election. 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

PC 577 
Effective Date: March 

15, 2024 

Powers/Slater 
SB1701/HB1789 

PC 577 requires automatic revocation of an educator 
license by the SBE in cases of no contest pleas, guilty 
pleas, and similar convictions in other states of 
certain offenses specified in the law. It also expands 
the duty of a Director of Schools, director of a public 
charter school, and director of a non-public school to 
report to SBE when they receive knowledge of a 
conviction, no contest, guilty plea, or equivalent 
conviction of one of their licensed educators to the 
SBE. 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0571.pdf
mailto:Lori.Paisley@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0573.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0577.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
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PC 583 
Effective Date: March 

15, 2024 

Lundberg/Hicks, T. 
SB1947/HB2058 

PC 583 requires SBE, in collaboration with TDOE and 
the Tennessee Higher Education Commission (THEC) 
to conduct a study to identify math courses that may 
be substituted for Algebra II for the purpose of 
satisfying graduation requirements. 

Christy Wall,  
Assistant Commissioner of 

Instructional Strategy, 
Christy.Wall@tn.gov 

PC 625 
Effective Date: March 

27, 2024 

Hensley/Cepicky 
SB2175/HB2251 

PC 625 enacts the “Smart Heart Act” and establishes 
various requirements for automatic external 
defibrillators (AED) in public and non-public schools 
and response protocols for cardiac-related medical 
emergencies. 

Lori Paisley,  
Assistant Commissioner of 
Coordinated School Health, 

Lori.Paisley@tn.gov 

PC 629 
Effective Date: March 

27, 2024 

Reeves/Baum 
SB2141/HB2311 

PC 629 specifies that public and non-public schools 
cannot prohibit a student, employee, or visitor from 
possessing an opioid antagonist while the person is 
on school property or attending a school-sponsored 
activity held off school property. If a principal or head 
of a school maintains an opioid antagonist, they 
must ensure that it is stored in accordance with 
manufacturer’s instructions. 

Lori Paisley,  
Assistant Commissioner of 
Coordinated School Health, 

Lori.Paisley@tn.gov 
 

PC 639 
Effective Date: April 4, 

2024 

White/Stevens 
SB1663/HB1697 

PC 639 removes the requirement that LEAs 
administer a pre-test for students participating in an 
after-school learning mini-camp, learning loss bridge 
camp, or summer learning camp.  

Kristy Brown,  
Chief Academic Officer, 

Kristy.Brown@tn.gov 
 

PC 658 
Effective Date: April 9, 

2024; applies to the 
2024-25 school year 

and each school year 
thereafter. 

Niceley/Faison 
SB1979/HB1861 

PC 658 specifies that if a public school offers 
students the opportunity to participate in 
interscholastic athletic competition without the 
school being a member of an association that 
regulates interscholastic athletic competition, then 
the LEA must allow home school students who are 
zoned to attend the school to participate in 
interscholastic athletics. 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0583.pdf
mailto:Christy.Wall@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0625.pdf
mailto:Lori.Paisley@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0629.pdf
mailto:Lori.Paisley@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0639.pdf
mailto:Kristy.Brown@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0658.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
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PC 675 
Effective Date: April 

11, 2024 

Hensley/Ragan 
SB1721/HB1633 

PC 675 requires the Department of Safety to create a 
de-escalation training for teachers, administrators, 
and other school personnel. It also requires LEAs and 
public charter schools to ensure that the LEA's or 
public charter school's teachers, administrators, and 
other school personnel annually receive the de-
escalation training. 

Lori Paisley,  
Assistant Commissioner of 
Coordinated School Health, 

Lori.Paisley@tn.gov 

PC 676 
Effective Date: April 

11, 2024; applies to the 
2024-25 school year 

and each school year 
thereafter. 

Lamar/Camper 
SB1726/HB2826 

PC 676 requires TDOE, using existing resources, to 
develop a conflict resolution program that may be 
adopted and implemented by LEAs and public 
charter schools to assist K-12 students in developing 
the skills necessary for nonviolent conflict resolution. 

Lori Paisley,  
Assistant Commissioner of 
Coordinated School Health, 

Lori.Paisley@tn.gov 
 

PC 681 
Effective Date: April 

11, 2024 

Niceley/Cochran 
SB1914/HB2480 

PC 681 enacts the "Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act," 
which authorizes local boards of education and 
public charter school governing bodies to establish 
policies to offer students whole milk options through 
bulk milk dispensers. 

Lori Paisley,  
Assistant Commissioner of 
Coordinated School Health, 

Lori.Paisley@tn.gov 

PC 693 
Effective Date: July 1, 
2024; applies to the 
2024-25 school year 

and each school year 
thereafter. 

Powers/White 
SB2214/HB2242 

PC 693 specifies that the requirement for middle 
school students to take one course in computer 
science education for a minimum of one grading 
period for one full school year only applies to 
students enrolled in the lowest grade level offered at 
a middle school in the 2024-25 school year or in a 
subsequent school year. 

Deborah Knoll,  
Assistant Commissioner of 

College, Career, and 
Technical Education, 

Deborah.Knoll@tn.gov 

PC 710 
Effective Date: April 

11, 2024 

Gardenhire/ 
Bricken 

SB2741/HB2934 
 

PC 710 requires a state governing body or a local 
government legislative body to make available to the 
public, at no charge, the agenda for the upcoming 
regular meeting in a place accessible to the public at 
least 48 hours prior to a regular meeting. It also 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0675.pdf
mailto:Lori.Paisley@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0676.pdf
mailto:Lori.Paisley@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0681.pdf
mailto:Lori.Paisley@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0693.pdf
mailto:Deborah.Knoll@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0710.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0710.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
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authorizes such bodies to deliberate or act upon 
matters not listed on the agenda of its regular 
meeting if the body follows its bylaws or properly 
adopted rules and procedures and complies with all 
other applicable state laws. 

PC 712 
Effective Date: July 1, 
2024; applies to the 
2024-25 school year 

and each school year 
thereafter. 

Bowling/Bricken 
SB2764/HB2388 

PC 712 authorizes LEAs to extend career and 
technical education (CTE) class sizes and averages for 
CTE classes in grades 6-8 provided that the class size 
does not exceed the maximum class size and 
average class size for general education classes in 
grades 7-12. The maximum class size for general 
education classes in grades 7-12 is 35 students and 
the average class size for general education classes 
in grades 7-12 is 30 students. 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

PC 721 
Effective Date: July 1, 

2024 

Watson/Martin 
SB2365/HB2142 

PC 721 increases from a Class C misdemeanor to a 
Class B misdemeanor the penalty for a student's 
parent, guardian, or legal custodian failing to report 
an adjudication that the student committed certain 
delinquent acts to the school principal. It also 
specifies that a school principal shall ask a student's 
parent, guardian, or legal custodian whether there 
has been any such adjudication. 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

PC 722 
Effective Date: July 1, 

2024 

Pody/Slater 
SB2106/HB2272 

PC 722 requires TDOE to submit the U.S. Department 
of Education's interpretations and directives on the 
implementation of department rules that provide 
guidance to Tennessee to the chairs of certain 
Tennessee General Assembly legislative committees. 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 
 

PC 727 
Effective Date: July 1, 

2024 

White/Stevens 
SB1664/HB1698 

PC 727 requires the juvenile court to include in the 
disposition for a juvenile who has been found to 
have made a threat to commit mass violence on 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0712.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0721.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0722.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0727.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
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school property or at a school-related activity, in 
addition to any other disposition authorized by law, 
the suspension of the juvenile's driving privileges or 
ability to obtain a driver license for a period of one 
year. 

PC 729 
Effective Date: July 1, 

2024 

Hensley/Warner 
SB1715/HB1664 

PC 729 authorizes a law enforcement agency to 
assign a law enforcement officer to serve as a school 
resource officer (SRO) at a school if the school’s local 
board of education has not entered in a 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) with a law 
enforcement agency to assign an SRO to the school. 

Shannon Gordon,  
Chief Operating Officer, 

Shannon.Gordon@tn.gov 

PC 735 
Effective Date: April 

19, 2024; applies to the 
2024-25 school year 

and each school year 
thereafter. 

White/Steven 
SB2652/HB2464 

PC 735 requires local boards of education to include 
school safety training in the training requirements 
for substitute teachers. It also clarifies that LEAs are 
prohibited from hiring a substitute teacher whose 
educator license in another state is revoked or 
suspended. 

Lori Paisley,  
Assistant Commissioner of 
Coordinated School Health, 

Lori.Paisley@tn.gov 

PC 738 
Effective Date: April 

22, 2024 

Hensley/Bulso 
SB1708/HB1631 

PC 738 authorizes a private school serving students 
in any of the grades pre-K-12 to adopt a handgun 
carry policy for the private school's property. 

Shannon Gordon,  
Chief Operating Officer, 

Shannon.Gordon@tn.gov 

PC 752 
Effective Date: July 1, 

2024 

Pody/Lynn 
SB2312/HB2177 

PC 752 requires a local board of education that 
provides electronic textbooks and instructional 
materials to provide a student reasonable access to a 
printed version of an electronic textbook or 
instructional material if the student or the student's 
parent or legal guardian submits a written request to 
the school’s principal for a physical or hard copy of 
the textbook or instructional material. 
 

Christy Wall,  
Assistant Commissioner of 

Instructional Strategy, 
Christy.Wall@tn.gov 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0729.pdf
mailto:Shannon.Gordon@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0735.pdf
mailto:Lori.Paisley@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0738.pdf
mailto:Shannon.Gordon@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0752.pdf
mailto:Christy.Wall@tn.gov


Pg 9  © Tennessee Department of Education 

Public Chapter (PC) 
Senate/House 

Sponsors and Bill 
Number 

Summary TDOE Point of Contact 

PC 770 
Effective Date: April 

23, 2024 

Lundberg/Moody 
SB1938/HB2155 

PC 770 names the law prohibiting an LEA from 
deducting dues from the wages of the LEA's 
employees for a professional employees' 
organization the "Michael Maren Paycheck Protection 
Act." 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

PC 780 
Effective Date: April 

23, 2024 

Bowling/Bulso 
SB2766/HB1634 

PC 780 revises language in the Teacher Code of 
Ethics that prohibits educators from discriminating 
against students on certain bases to generally 
prohibit educators from discriminating against 
students on any basis. 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

PC 782 
Effective Date: July 1, 

2024 

Hensley/Yager 
SB1060/HB843 

PC 782 amends the Age-Appropriate Materials Act to 
prohibit certain library material from being 
maintained in a school’s library collection. It also 
outlines a timeline for a local board of education or 
public charter school governing body to review 
feedback submitted by a student, a student’s parent 
or legal guardian, or a school employee on the age-
appropriateness of a library material. 

Christy Wall,  
Assistant Commissioner of 

Instructional Strategy, 
Christy.Wall@tn.gov 

PC 791 
Effective Date: July 1, 

2024 

Hensley/Bulso 
SB1868/HB1909 

PC 791 specifies that a public college or university 
shall not prohibit an adult person from carrying a 
non-lethal weapon for the purpose of self-defense on 
the university’s property. It authorizes a public 
college or university to prohibit the carrying of non-
lethal weapons on the grounds of any pre-K-12 
school located on its campus. 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

PC 792 
Effective Date: April 

23, 2024 

Roberts/Hicks, G. 
SB2874/HB1997 

PC 792 redistributes $75,000,000 in the K-12 mental 
health endowment account to be placed in the K-12 
mental health special reserve account. 

Shannon Gordon,  
Chief Operating Officer, 

Shannon.Gordon@tn.gov 
 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0770.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0780.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0782.pdf
mailto:Christy.Wall@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0791.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0792.pdf
mailto:Shannon.Gordon@tn.gov
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Note: The K-12 Mental Health 
Trust Fund is administered by the 
Tennessee Department of Mental 

Health and Substance Abuse.  

PC 795 
Effective Date: April 

23, 2024; applies to the 
2024-25 school year 

and each school year 
thereafter. 

Bowling/Bulso 
SB2767/HB2435 

PC 795 enacts the “Baby Olivia Act” which requires a 
family life curriculum that directly or indirectly 
addresses human growth, human development, or 
human sexuality to include the presentation of a 
high-quality, computer-generated animation or high-
definition ultrasound of at least three minutes in 
duration that shows the development of the brain, 
heart, and other vital organs in early fetal 
development. 

Lori Paisley,  
Assistant Commissioner of 
Coordinated School Health, 

Lori.Paisley@tn.gov 

PC 797 
Effective Date: July 1, 

2024 

Lowe/Russell 
SB1887/HB2590 

PC 780 makes bullying and cyberbullying criminal 
offenses punishable as a Class A misdemeanor. It 
also requires law enforcement officers who have 
knowledge that a minor is a victim of bullying or 
cyberbullying to make an official report of the 
incident and provide the minor’s parent or legal 
guardian with notice of how to obtain a copy of the 
report. 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

PC 800 
Effective Date: April 

23, 2024 

Bailey/Todd 
SB2923/HB2882 

 

PC 800 requires, beginning in the 2025-26 school 
year, each LEA and public charter school to provide 
students with age-appropriate and grade-
appropriate instruction on firearm safety. It requires 
TDOE and the Department of Safety, in consultation 
with the Tennessee Fish and Wildlife Commission, to 
determine the earliest grade level in which it is 
appropriate for students to begin receiving 
instruction on firearm safety and to develop and 

Lori Paisley,  
Assistant Commissioner of 
Coordinated School Health, 

Lori.Paisley@tn.gov 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0795.pdf
mailto:Lori.Paisley@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0797.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0800.pdf
mailto:Lori.Paisley@tn.gov


Pg 11  © Tennessee Department of Education 

Public Chapter (PC) 
Senate/House 

Sponsors and Bill 
Number 

Summary TDOE Point of Contact 

approve a curriculum or program of instruction on 
firearm safety. 

PC 801 
Effective Date: April 

26, 2024 

Bailey/Williams 
SB1325/HB1202 

PC 801 authorizes a faculty or staff member 
employed by an LEA to carry a concealed handgun 
on school grounds as long as they meet certain 
requirements, including obtaining an enhanced 
handgun carry permit, receiving joint authorization 
from the LEA’s Director of Schools, school principal, 
and local law enforcement, and completing 
background check and training requirements. 

Shannon Gordon,  
Chief Operating Officer, 

Shannon.Gordon@tn.gov 
 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

PC 809 
Effective Date: April 
29, 2024; applies to 

contracts and 
agreements entered, 

renewed, or amended 
on or after this date. 

Massey/Howell 
SB2188/HB2384 

PC 809 prohibits a governmental entity or local board 
of education from extending the immunity to 
governmental tort liability to independent school bus 
owners, operators, or other individuals or entities 
performing school-related transportation services. It 
also specifies that contracts or agreements between 
a local board of education and independent school 
bus owners and operators must require sufficient 
limits for tort liability exposures. 

Lori Paisley,  
Assistant Commissioner of 
Coordinated School Health, 

Lori.Paisley@tn.gov 

PC 810 
Effective Date: April 

29, 2024; applies to the 
2024-25 school year 

and each school year 
thereafter. 

Gardenhire/ 
Parkinson 

SB2202/HB2381 

PC 810 requires each local board of education and 
public charter school governing body to adopt a code 
of conduct for visitors for each school that describes 
the types of acceptable behavior from visitors on 
school grounds. 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

PC 829 
Effective Date: July 1, 
2024; applies to the 
2024-25 school year 

Lowe/Raper 
SB1688/HB1831 

PC 829 authorizes a parent or guardian of a student 
enrolled in grades K-2 to choose to retain the 
parent's or guardian's student in the student's 
current grade level if the student has a documented 
academic or behavioral delay as determined by SBE 

Kristy Brown,  
Chief Academic Officer, 

Kristy.Brown@tn.gov 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0801.pdf
mailto:Shannon.Gordon@tn.gov
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0809.pdf
mailto:Lori.Paisley@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0810.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0829.pdf
mailto:Kristy.Brown@tn.gov
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and each school year 
thereafter. 

rules and the parent or guardian believes that 
retention may benefit the student. 

PC 832 
Effective Date: May 1, 

2024 

Rose/Littleton 
SB1810/HB2165 

PC 832 requires a request made by a student for an 
accommodation to affirm the student's gender 
identity to be reported by the employee of the LEA or 
public charter school to a school administrator and 
to the student's parent. It prohibits an employee of 
an LEA or public charter school from knowingly 
providing false or misleading information to a 
student's parent regarding the student's gender 
identity or intention to transition to a gender that 
differs from the student's sex at the time of birth and 
authorizes civil actions to be filed by parents and by 
the attorney general and reporter against a 
noncompliant LEA or public charter school. 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

PC 836 
Effective Date: July 1, 

2024 

Hensley/Cepicky 
SB1902/HB1928 

PC 836 clarifies that for purposes of obtaining a 
school bus endorsement on a driver license and for 
other purposes, a school bus is a vehicle designed to 
transport 16 or more passengers, including the 
driver. 

Lori Paisley,  
Assistant Commissioner of 
Coordinated School Health, 

Lori.Paisley@tn.gov 

PC 839 
Effective Date: July 1, 

2024 

Crowe/Alexander 
SB1943/HB1812 

PC 839 allows all LEA and public charter school 
employees, instead of only teachers, to receive their 
full salary, or average pay, and full benefits in the 
event they sustain a personal injury as the result of a 
physical assault or other violent criminal act 
committed against them while they are acting in the 
course and scope of their employment. 

Maryanne Durski,  
Chief Financial Officer, 

Maryanne.Durski@tn.gov 

PC 841 
Effective Date: May 1, 

2024 

Jackson/Haston 
SB1998/HB2008 

PC 841 prohibits an LEA or public charter school from 
participating in a school athletic activity hosted by an 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0832.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0836.pdf
mailto:Lori.Paisley@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0839.pdf
mailto:Maryanne.Durski@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0841.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
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organizer that does not allow students to purchase 
tickets for the school athletic activity with cash. 

PC 843 
Effective Date: May 1, 
2024; applies to the 
2024-25 school year 

and each school year 
thereafter. 

Hensley/Hurt 
SB2032/HB2489 

PC 843 authorizes the Commissioner of Education to 
issue temporary teaching permits to individuals 
teaching elementary physical education. 

Brooke Amos,  
Assistant Commissioner of 

Human Capital, 
Brooke.Amos@tn.gov 

PC 863 
Effective Date: May 1, 

2024 

Watson/Hakeem 
SB2366/HB2264 

PC 863 amends the School Turnaround Pilot Program 
to allow certain schools to exit the program before 
the 2024-25 school year. 

Robin Copp,  
Assistant Commissioner of 

School Turnaround, 
Robin.Copp@tn.gov 

PC 864 
Effective Date: May 1, 

2024 

Yarbro/Harris 
SB2406/HB2398 

PC 864 adds local law enforcement officials to those 
who must be appointed to each district-wide school 
safety team and specifies that each district-wide and 
building-level school safety team is required to 
annually review the respective school safety plan. 

Shannon Gordon,  
Chief Operating Officer, 

Shannon.Gordon@tn.gov 

PC 875 
Effective Date: May 1, 
2024; applies to leave 
taken on or after this 

date. 

White/Moody 
SB2655/HB2697 

PC 875 requires public charter schools, instead of 
only LEAs, to provide educators six work weeks of 
paid leave after the birth or stillbirth of the 
educator's child or after the educator's adoption of a 
newly placed minor child. 

Maryanne Durski,  
Chief Financial Officer, 

Maryanne.Durski@tn.gov 

PC 876 
Effective Date: July 1, 
2024; applies to the 
2024-25 school year 

and each school year 
thereafter. 

White/Haston 
SB2674/HB2285 

PC 876 authorizes the Commissioner of Education to 
issue temporary teaching permits to individuals 
teaching courses with an end-of-course examination 
provided that the individual is assigned a mentor 
teacher by the Director of Schools or director of the 
public charter school. It also specifies requirements 
for TDOE to report to the education committees of 
the Tennessee General Assembly on the number of 

Brooke Amos,  
Assistant Commissioner of 

Human Capital, 
Brooke.Amos@tn.gov 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0843.pdf
mailto:Brooke.Amos@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0863.pdf
mailto:Robin.Copp@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0864.pdf
mailto:Shannon.Gordon@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0875.pdf
mailto:Maryanne.Durski@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0876.pdf
mailto:Brooke.Amos@tn.gov
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temporary teaching permits requested and granted 
for individuals to teach courses with an end-of-
course examination. 

PC 882 
Effective Date: May 1, 

2024 

Powers/Hurt 
SB2931/HB2487 

PC 882 makes various changes related to threats of 
mass violence made on school property or at school-
related activities. 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

PC 883 
Effective Date: May 1, 

2024 

Powers/Hurt 
SB2932/HB2486 

PC 883 authorizes a Director of Schools to delegate 
one or more of the duties assigned to the Director of 
Schools by the local board of education to another 
administrator or employee of the LEA if the local 
board of education has adopted a policy authorizing 
the respective duty to be delegated. 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

PC 884 
Effective Date: July 1, 

2024 

Powers/Hurt 
SB2933/HB2494 

PC 884 revises certain enrollment, attendance, 
individualized education program (IEP), and resident 
requirements for certain education funding to follow 
a student who is admitted to a state-licensed or out-
of-state mental health facility from the student's LEA 
to the facility. 

Maryanne Durski,  
Chief Financial Officer, 

Maryanne.Durski@tn.gov  

PC 887 
Effective Date: July 1, 

2024; applies to 
offenses committed on 

or after this date. 

Lundberg/Mitchell 
SB2263/HB2198 

PC 887 increases the penalty for the offense of 
threatening to commit an act of mass violence on 
school property or at a school-related activity from a 
Class A misdemeanor to a Class E felony. 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

PC 903 
Effective Date: July 1, 

2024 

Stevens/Grills 
SB1501/HB1016 

PC 903 specifies the criminal penalties for 
communicating a death threat in schools. 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

PC 908 
Effective Date: May 3, 

2024 

Lundberg/Haston 
SB1773/HB1936 

PC 908 extends, beyond the 2023-2024 school year, 
the opportunity for each high school student to take 
nationally recognized career readiness assessments 
if the assessments meet certain criteria. 

Deborah Knoll,  
Assistant Commissioner of 

College, Career, and 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0882.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0883.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0884.pdf
mailto:Maryanne.Durski@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0887.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0903.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0908.pdf
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Technical Education, 
Deborah.Knoll@tn.gov 

PC 910 
Effective Date: May 3, 

2024 

Southerland/Davis 
SB2703/HB2158 

PC 910 clarifies that an LEA may use Tennessee 
Investment in Student Achievement (TISA) funds to 
directly employ a school nurse or to contract for a 
school nurse. If an LEA does not employ or contract 
at least one school nurse for every 750 student 
members of the LEA in the 2024-25 school year or for 
a subsequent school year, the Director of Schools 
must submit a report to TDOE no later than June 1 of 
the respective school year. 

Lori Paisley,  
Assistant Commissioner of 
Coordinated School Health, 

Lori.Paisley@tn.gov 

PC 915 
Effective Date: May 3, 

2024 

White/Raper 
SB2682/HB2472 

PC 915 requires LEAs and public charter schools to 
advise an employee who is assaulted by a student of 
the employee's rights as a result of the assault. It also 
requires, instead of authorizes, the suspension of a 
student who commits an assault against an 
employee of the LEA or public charter school for at 
least one calendar year. 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

PC 918 
Effective Date: July 1, 

2024; applies to 
reemployment of a 

retired member 
occurring on or after 

this date. 

Bailey/Doggett 
SB2901/HB2682 

PC 918 allows a retired member of the Tennessee 
Consolidated Retirement System (TCRS) to be 
reemployed as a law enforcement officer with a law 
enforcement agency for the sole purpose of serving 
full-time as a SRO without the loss or suspension of 
the retired member's retirement benefits. 

Shannon Gordon,  
Chief Operating Officer, 

Shannon.Gordon@tn.gov 

PC 923 
Effective Date: July 1, 

2024 

Stevens/Williams 
SB135/HB1191 

PC 923 revises requirements for LEAs in which one or 
more public charter schools operate to publish 
annually on the LEA’s website, starting May 1, 2025, 
certain information about each building operated by 
the LEA. It also requires the LEA to submit a listing of 

Trudy Hughes,  
Assistant Commissioner of 

Choice,  
Trudy.Hughes@tn.gov 

mailto:Deborah.Knoll@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0910.pdf
mailto:Lori.Paisley@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0915.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0918.pdf
mailto:Shannon.Gordon@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0923.pdf
mailto:Trudy.Hughes@tn.gov
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all underutilized or vacant property to TDOE and the 
Comptroller of the Treasury. It also grants public 
charter schools operating in the geographic 
boundaries of an LEA the right of first refusal to 
purchase vacant property or lease underutilized or 
vacant property for educational purposes. 

PC 936 
Effective Date: May 6, 

2024 

Powers/Haston 
SB2215/HB2283 

PC 936 specifies each LEA and public charter school 
may provide, in an electronic or digital format, school 
mapping data for each school building in the LEA, 
and for each school building being used by the public 
charter school, to assist first responder agencies in 
responding to emergencies occurring on school 
grounds. 

Shannon Gordon,  
Chief Operating Officer, 

Shannon.Gordon@tn.gov 

PC 948 
Effective Date: July 1, 

2024 

Bowling/Hale 
SB2771/HB1623 

PC 948 authorizes a county or municipality to hire 
employees or appoint volunteers to divert vehicular 
traffic within a marked school zone during the 
student drop off or pick up times. It also requires the 
county or municipality to post signage in advance to 
inform the diversion of traffic. 

Lori Paisley,  
Assistant Commissioner of 
Coordinated School Health, 

Lori.Paisley@tn.gov 

PC 954 
Effective Date: May 9, 

2024 

Hensley/Bulso 
SB1867/HB1908 

PC 954 enacts the “Beyond Ordinary Learning 
Opportunities (BOLO) Act” which requires TDOE to 
establish a one-year pilot program to place a therapy 
dog in five public schools in the 2024-25 school year. 

Lori Paisley,  
Assistant Commissioner of 
Coordinated School Health, 

Lori.Paisley@tn.gov 

PC 960 
Effective Date: May 9, 

2024 

Taylor/White 
SB2593/HB2559 

PC 960 authorizes local boards of education to 
contract for services with a non-profit or for-profit 
entity for the operation and management of an adult 
high school and specifies requirements for the 
contract between the local board of education and 
non-profit or for-profit entity. 

Maryanne Durski,  
Chief Financial Officer, 

Maryanne.Durski@tn.gov 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0936.pdf
mailto:Shannon.Gordon@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0948.pdf
mailto:Lori.Paisley@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0954.pdf
mailto:Lori.Paisley@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0960.pdf
mailto:Maryanne.Durski@tn.gov


Pg 17  © Tennessee Department of Education 

Public Chapter (PC) 
Senate/House 

Sponsors and Bill 
Number 

Summary TDOE Point of Contact 

PC 966 
Effective Date: July 1, 

2024 

Johnson/Lamberth 
SB2942/HB2973 

PC 966 makes state budget appropriations for the 
2024-25 fiscal year. 

Sam Pearcy,  
Deputy Commissioner, 

Sam.Pearcy@tn.gov 

PC 970 
Effective Date: May 21, 

2024 

White/Baum 
SB1210/HB996 

PC 970 prohibits instruction in topics related to 
sexual activity as part of a family life curriculum in 
grades K-5. 

Lori Paisley,  
Assistant Commissioner of 
Coordinated School Health, 

Lori.Paisley@tn.gov 
 

PC 982 
Effective Date: July 1, 

2024; applies to 
scholarships awarded 

for the 2024-2025 
academic year and each 

academic year 
thereafter. 

White/White 
SB2659/HB2180 

PC 982 expands student eligibility for a Tennessee 
Future Teacher scholarship to include students 
enrolled at Western Governors University. 

Brooke Amos,  
Assistant Commissioner of 

Human Capital, 
Brooke.Amos@tn.gov 

 
Note: The Tennessee Future 

Teacher Scholarship program is 
administered by the Tennessee 
Higher Education Commission 

(THEC) 

PC 989 
Effective Date: May 21, 

2024; applies to the 
2023-24 school year 

and each school year 
thereafter. 

White/Hicks, G. 
SB2183/HB2326 

PC 989 revises the pathway for certain 4th grade 
students to be promoted to the 5th grade. It specifies 
that if a student who was promoted to the 4th grade 
through a tutoring pathway does not demonstrate 
adequate growth on the 4th grade English Language 
Arts (ELA) portion of the TCAP, then the student’s LEA 
or public charter school may convene a conference 
of the student’s parent, ELA teacher, and school 
principal to determine whether the student should 
be promoted to the 5th grade or retained in the 4th 
grade. If a majority of the categories of participants 
in the student’s conference determines the student 

Kristy Brown,  
Chief Academic Officer, 

Kristy.Brown@tn.gov 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0966.pdf
mailto:Sam.Pearcy@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0970.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0970.pdf
mailto:Lori.Paisley@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0982.pdf
mailto:Brooke.Amos@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0989.pdf
mailto:Kristy.Brown@tn.gov
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should be promoted to the 5th grade, the student 
must participate in tutoring for the entirety of 5th 
grade based on requirements established by TDOE. 

PC 994 
Effective Date: July 1, 

2024 

Johnson/Gant 
SB2156/HB2528 

PC 994 requires TDOE to establish a school safety 
alert grant program to provide grants to two schools 
from each Grand Division of the state to purchase 
mobile panic alert systems. 

Shannon Gordon,  
Chief Operating Officer, 

Shannon.Gordon@tn.gov 

PC 1005 
Effective Date: Varies 

based on section. 

Lundberg/Cepicky 
SB191/HB390 

PC 1005 revises various education laws related to 
new school building construction requirements, local 
grading policies, educator licensure validity periods, 
school improvement plan submissions, use of certain 
student data in school and district accountability, and 
chronic absenteeism policies. 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

PC 1029 
Effective Date: May 28, 

2024 

Akbari/Love 
SB1931/HB2224 

PC 1029 requires TDOE to annually notify each LEA in 
writing of all state and federal grants available to 
assist the LEA in expanding mental health services 
and resources in schools. 

Lori Paisley, 
 Assistant Commissioner of 
Coordinated School Health, 

Lori.Paisley@tn.gov 

PC 1053 
Effective Date: May 28, 

2024; applies to the 
2024-25 school year 

and each school year 
thereafter. 

Taylor/White 
SB2557/HB2678 

PC 1053 establishes the “innovative school district” 
which is an LEA composed of schools serving 
students in grades pre-K-12 as training schools 
operated by a public university and approved by 
TDOE. It authorizes the University of Memphis to 
operate as the initial innovative school district and 
authorizes TDOE to approve additional public 
universities to operate as an innovative school 
district. 

Sam Pearcy,  
Deputy Commissioner, 

Sam.Pearcy@tn.gov 

PC 1061 
Effective Date: May 28, 

2024 

Faison/Haile 
SB2749/HB2936 

PC 1061 enacts the “Families’ Rights and 
Responsibilities Act” and specifies certain parental 
rights regarding the parent’s child upbringing, 
education, health care, and mental health. 

Christy Ballard,  
General Counsel, 

Christy.Ballard@tn.gov 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0994.pdf
mailto:Shannon.Gordon@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc1005.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc1029.pdf
mailto:Lori.Paisley@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc1053.pdf
mailto:Sam.Pearcy@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc1061.pdf
mailto:Christy.Ballard@tn.gov
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PC 1066 
Effective Date: July 1, 

2024; applies to 
opportunity public 

charter schools 
applying to open in the 
2026-27 school year or 
in a subsequent year. 

Haile/Sexton 
SB2820/HB2922 

PC 1066 authorizes the creation of “opportunity 
public charter schools” that serve at-risk students in 
grades 6-12 and specifies the application, enrollment, 
and operational requirements of opportunity public 
charter schools. It also requires SBE to establish an 
annual evaluation of at-risk student enrollment in 
opportunity public charter schools and requires 
TDOE to recommend to the SBE for approval an 
opportunity public charter school accountability 
framework. 

Trudy Hughes,  
Assistant Commissioner of 

Choice,  
Trudy.Hughes@tn.gov 

mailto:Joanna.Collins@tn.gov
https://tdoe-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/joanna_collins_tnedu_gov/Efqc-lWPMNRPtpYvAmHReicBMxToSeGxHs5nwZiIlIxDug?e=uowgn5
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc1066.pdf
mailto:Trudy.Hughes@tn.gov
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The following is a brief summary of bills in the 113th General Assembly. Please refer to the Public Chapter 
numbers, as they become available, for legislation in greater detail. 

SB191/
HB390

Prohibition of minimum grade above zero and other revisions. 

Sponsors Sen. Lundberg, Jon; Rep. Cepicky, Scott
Summary Conference Committee Report Summary: Removes bullet-resistant as a specification for 

entry-resistant film that is required on the glass panel of each exterior entry or basement 
level window and door for schools constructed or remodeled after July 1, 2023. Prohibits 
a local education agency (LEA) from creating a local grading policy or procedure that 
establishes a minimum grade above zero that a student may earn for coursework. 
Removes chronic absenteeism from performance measures and authorizes the 
consideration of adopted intervention policies. Further, excludes certain performance 
data for students who enroll or transfer to an LEA on or after December 31 of any given 
school year from the school's letter grade assignment. Requires that professional licenses 
issued by the State BOE be valid for a period of no less than eight (8) years. Certain sections 
of this legislation require the United States DOE’s approval of the TN Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA) plan submitted pursuant to this legislation. The commissioner of 
education shall notify the executive secretary of the Tennessee Code Commission in 
writing of the date on which the United States department of education approved these 
sections.  If the United States department of education does not approve, then sections of 
this legislation will have no effect.

Status 04/25/24 - Sent to the speakers for signatures.

SB2183/
HB2326

4th grade promotion. 

Sponsors Sen. White, Dawn; Rep. Hicks, Gary
Summary Conference Committee Report Summary: Provides that a student who was promoted to 

the fourth grade, pursuant to pathways for approaching/below 3rd grade students, may 
be promoted to the fifth grade if the student shows adequate growth, as determined by 
the department, on the fourth-grade ELA portion of the TCAP test.  If a student does not 
show adequate growth, as determined by the department, on the fourth-grade ELA 
portion of the TCAP test, then the student's LEA or public charter school shall convene a 
conference that must be attended by the following categories of participants: the 
student's parent or guardian, the student's ELA teacher, and the student's school 
principal. The recommendation made by a majority of the categories of participants in the 
conference determines whether the student must be either promoted to the fifth grade 
and assigned a tutor to provide tutoring services to the student for the entirety of the 
student's fifth-grade year based on tutoring requirements established by the department 
or retained in the fourth grade; provided, that a student must not be retained in the fourth 
grade more than once.  This legislation applies to the 2023-2024 school year and each 
school year thereafter.

 Status 04/25/24 - Sent to the speakers for signatures.
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SB1663/
HB1697

Removal of pretest administered to students. 

Sponsors Sen. White, Dawn; Rep. Stevens, Robert
Summary Removes the requirement that LEAs administer a pretest to students participating in an after-

school learning mini-camp, learning loss bridge camp, or summer learning camp. Deletes 
various reporting, funding, and accountability provisions regarding such pretests.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0639 effective April 4, 2024.

SB1177/
HB118

TN History taught in 5th grade. 

Sponsors Sen. Swann, Art; Rep. Russell, Lowell
Summary Revises a provision of present law that requires the state board of education to require a 

course in Tennessee history for students. Beginning with the 2026-2027 school year, each LEA 
and public charter school must require fifth grade students to complete one semester of 
Tennessee history in the first semester of the students' fifth grade year.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0523 effective March 1, 2024.

SB2214/
HB2242

Course in computer science required for middle school students. 

Sponsors Sen. Powers, Bill; Rep. White, Mark
Summary Specifies that only middle school students enrolled in the lowest grade level at a middle 

school are required to take one course in computer science. Authorizes the state board of 
education to promulgate rules to effectuate the act.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0693 effective July 1, 2024.

SB2312/
HB2177

Access to printed version of an electronic textbook. 

Sponsors Sen. Pody, Mark; Rep. Lynn, Susan
Summary Requires a local school board that provides electronic textbooks and instructional materials 

to provide reasonable access to the equipment necessary for teachers to provide, and 
students to complete, homework assignments. Additionally, it requires the local school board 
to provide a student with reasonable access to a printed version of the electronic textbook or 
instructional material if the student's parent or legal guardian submits a written request to 
the principal of the school.

Status Enacted Public Chapter 0752 effective July 1, 2024.

SB1810/
HB2165

Request for accommodating to affirm the student's gender identity. 

Sponsors Sen. Rose, Paul; Rep. Littleton, Mary
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Summary Requires teachers at an LEA or charter school to notify administration and for the 
administration to notify the parents of a child who seeks to be called a different name or use 
different pronouns than the sex written on their birth certificate. Employees are prohibited 
from knowingly giving false information to the parents of a student regarding the student's 
gender identity. A parent who is affected, or whose student is affected, by a violation of this 
order may bring a civil action against the LEA or public charter school in a court of competent 
jurisdiction. Clarifies that, as used in this legislation, a "student" means a student under 18.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0832 effective May 1, 2024.

SB1210/
HB996

Prohibition of topics in family life curriculum. 

Sponsors Sen. White, Dawn; Rep. Baum, Charlie
Summary Prohibits topics related to sexual activity from being taught to students in any of the grades 

kindergarten through five (K-5) as part of a family life curriculum.
Status 05/01/24 - Signed by the speakers.

SB2767/
HB2435

Baby Olivia Act. 

Sponsors Sen. Bowling, Janice; Rep. Bulso, Gino
Summary Enacts the "Baby Olivia Act".  Requires a family life curriculum that directly or indirectly 

addresses human growth, human development, or human sexuality to include the presentation 
of a computer-generated animation or high-definition ultrasound of at least three minutes in 
duration that shows the development of the brain, heart, and other vital organs in early fetal 
development, such as Meet Baby Olivia.

Status Enacted Public Chapter 0795 effective April 23, 2024.

SB1853/
HB2059

Number of credits a student may earn in a work-based learning program. 

Sponsors Sen. Lowe, Adam; Rep. Hicks, Tim
Summary Establishes that in a work-based learning program, a maximum of six credits may be earned in 

one school year. At least one credit must be earned through related classroom experience, 
which must include a minimum of two periods per week of classroom instruction. A minimum 
of five hours per week of supervised work experience is required for each additional credit 
earned. Students earning credits for work experience must be supervised by a certified work-
based learning coordinator. Additionally, work-based learning programs must adhere to all 
state and federal child labor laws.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0543 effective March 7, 2024.

SB2764/
HB2388

Authorizes LEAs to extend career technical education class sizes and averages. 

Sponsors Sen. Bowling, Janice; Rep. Bricken, Rush
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Summary Authorizes local education agencies (LEAs) to extend career and technical education (CTE) class 
sizes and averages in grades six through eight (6-8), if the CTE classes do not exceed the 
maximum class size and average set for general education classes in grades 7-12. 

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0712 effective July 1, 2024.

SB1679/
HB1644

Policy for responding to fire alarm activated on school premises outside of a scheduled fire 
drill. 

Sponsors Sen. Haile, Ferrell; Rep. Lamberth, William
Summary Requires: (1) That each LEA, public charter school, private school, and church-related school 

develop a procedure for determining the cause of a fire alarm activation, including the potential 
for an active shooter event. The procedure must (i) be developed in consultation with local fire 
department and law enforcement officials, (ii) comply with applicable fire and building codes, 
and (iii) include response procedures for students and school staff, including substitute 
teachers and other part-time staff and school volunteers, after a determination is made 
regarding whether the emergency situation involves a fire, an active shooter, or other incident; 
(2) That each LEA, public charter school, private school, and church-related school annually 
train all school staff, including substitute teachers and other part-time staff and school 
volunteers, on the safety procedure; and (3) That each LEA, and to the extent applicable, each 
public charter school, coordinate with its district-wide school safety team and building-level 
school safety team to incorporate the procedure in its district-wide school safety plan and 
building-level school safety plan. Each procedure must be implemented no later than January 
1, 2025, and must be annually reviewed and updated, if necessary, to ensure the procedure 
reflects best practices for the safety of students and school staff, including substitute teachers 
and other part-time staff and school volunteers.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0563 effective March 12, 2024.

SB2923/
HB2882

Age-appropriate and grade-appropriate instruction on firearm safety. 

Sponsors Sen. Bailey, Paul; Rep. Todd, Chris
Summary Requires, beginning with the 2025-2026 school year, each local education agency and public 

charter school to annually provide students with age-appropriate and grade-appropriate 
instruction on firearm safety beginning with the earliest grade level as determined by the 
departments of education and safety.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0800 effective April 23, 2024.

SB2215/
HB2283

Digital school mapping included in school building-level safety plans. 

Sponsors Sen. Powers, Bill; Rep. Haston, Kirk
Summary Makes the changes described below to the "School Against Violence in Education Act." Present 

law requires each LEA and public charter school to provide the following to each local law 
enforcement agency with jurisdiction, the department of education, and the department of 
safety: (i) the LEA's, and to the extent applicable, the public charter school's, district-wide 
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school safety plan; (ii) the building-level school safety plan for each school in the LEA or each 
public charter school; and (iii) the floor plans for all school buildings within the LEA or used by 
the public charter school. This legislation deletes (iii) from the present law. Authorizes each LEA 
and public charter school to provide, in an electronic or digital format, school mapping data for 
each school building in the LEA, and for each school building being used by the public charter 
school, as applicable, to assist first responder agencies that serve the same geographical areas 
served by the LEA or public charter school in responding to emergencies occurring on school 
grounds. Grant funds may be used to meet the requirement, including, but not limited to, the 
LEA's or public charter school's procurement of a vendor to collect, assemble, and provide the 
school mapping data on behalf of the LEA or public charter school. The LEA, public charter 
school, or vendor that collects and assembles school mapping data for purposes of this 
legislation is responsible for providing the data to the first responder agencies that serve the 
same geographical areas served by the LEA or public charter school for use by such agencies in 
responding to emergencies occurring on school grounds. School mapping data provided 
pursuant to this legislation must satisfy the following conditions: (1) Be viewable through 
software platforms used by the local, state, and federal public safety agencies that provide 
emergency services to the school; (2) Be verified by the entity that collected and assembled the 
data for accuracy by conducting a walk-through of school buildings and school grounds; (3) Be 
oriented true north when viewed; (4) Include accurate floor plans overlaid with current, verified 
aerial imagery of the school campus; (5) Contain site-specific labeling that matches the 
structure of the respective school buildings, including room labels, hallway names, and external 
door or stairwell numbers, as well as the locations of hazards, critical utility locations, key boxes, 
automated external defibrillators, and trauma kits; (6) Contain site-specific labeling that 
matches the school roads and neighboring properties; and (7) Be perpetually accessible to the 
respective LEA, public charter school, and first responder agencies that serve the same 
geographical areas served by the LEA or public charter school at no additional cost to authorized 
users.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0936 effective May 6, 2024.

SB2156/
HB2528

School safety alert grant program. 

Sponsors Sen. Johnson, Jack; Rep. Gant, Ron
Summary Establishes a school safety alert grant pilot program which requires the department of 

education ("department") to establish and administer a school safety alert grant pilot 
program. The purpose of the pilot program is to award school safety grants to LEAs, public 
charter schools, private schools, and church-related schools for the purchase of mobile panic 
alert systems. The alert systems funded through the pilot program must be approved by the 
department, in consultation with the department of safety. This legislation creates a separate 
fund within the general fund to be known as the school safety alert grant pilot fund. Subject 
to appropriations and the availability of funds, the department must allocate and disperse 
grants each fiscal year to LEAs, public charter schools, private schools, and church-related 
schools. The grants must be awarded as follows: (1) The first grant must be awarded on a first-
come, first-served basis to the first LEA or school that applies; (2) The second grant must be 
awarded on a first-come, first-served basis to an LEA or school that is located in a different 
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grand division of this state than the recipient of the grant awarded under (1) above; (3) The 
third grant must be awarded on a first-come, first-served basis to an LEA or school that is 
located in a different grand division of this state than the recipients of the grants awarded 
under (1) and (2) above; and (4) The fourth and any subsequent grants must be awarded on a 
first-come, first-served basis to an LEA or school that is located in a grand division of this state, 
following the order of awards as established under (1) - (3) above. Requires a grant awarded 
to be limited to $8,000 per school in a fiscal year. Subject to appropriation, two schools from 
each grand division of the state must receive the grant funding. Authorizes the commissioner 
of education to promulgate rules. By July 1, 2025, and by each July 1 thereafter, requires the 
department to prepare and submit to the general assembly a report detailing all funds 
received and payments made through the school safety alert grant pilot fund.

Status 04/23/24 - Sent to the speakers for signatures.

SB1501/
HB1016

Threats concerning school employees and students. 

Sponsors Sen. Stevens, John; Rep. Grills, Rusty
Summary Makes various changes to the present law relative to the offense of communicating a threat 

concerning a school employee. Under present law, a person commits the offense if: (1) The 
person communicates to another a threat to cause the death of or serious bodily injury to a 
school employee and the threat is directly related to the employee's scope of employment; 
(2) The threat involves the use of a firearm or other deadly weapon; (3) The person to whom 
the threat is made reasonably believes that the person making the threat intends to carry out 
the threat; and (4) The person making the threat intentionally engages in conduct that 
constitutes a substantial step in the commission of the threatened act and the threatened act 
and the substantial step, when taken together, are corroborative of the person's intent to 
commit the threatened act, and occur close enough in time to evidence an intent and ability 
to commit the threatened act. Present law establishes this offense as a Class B misdemeanor, 
punishable by a maximum term of imprisonment of 30 days. Present law defines a "school" as 
an elementary school, middle school, or high school; college or applied technology or 
postsecondary vocational or technical school; or two-year or four-year college or university. 
This legislation adds a student as a person protected under this law, providing that a person 
commits the offense of communicating a threat concerning a school student if the person 
communicates to another a threat to cause the death or serious bodily harm to a student on 
school property or at a school-related activity. This legislation defines "school property" as a 
school building or bus, school campus or grounds, recreational area, athletic field, or other 
property owned, used or operated by an LEA, private school board of trustees, or directors for 
the administration of any school.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0903 effective July 1, 2024.

SB2263/
HB2198

Threat of mass violence on school property or at a school related activity. 

Sponsors Sen. Lundberg, Jon; Rep. Mitchell, Bo
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Summary Increases the penalty for threatening to commit an act of mass violence on school property or 
at a school related activity from a Class A misdemeanor to a Class E felony. Provides that the 
law regarding a threat of mass violence on school property or at a school related activity does 
not apply to a person with an intellectual disability.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0887 effective July 1, 2024.

SB2931/
HB2487

Threats of mass violence made by a student. 

Sponsors Sen. Powers, Bill; Rep. Hurt, Chris
Summary Conditions the expulsion of a student for committing the zero-tolerance offense of threatening 

mass violence on school property or at a school-related activity to threats of mass violence 
determined to be valid based on the results of a threat assessment. Requires directors of 
schools and heads of public charter schools to report threats of mass violence on school 
property or at a school-related activity made by a student that are determined, based on the 
results of a threat assessment, to be valid.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0882 effective May 1, 2024.

SB1680/
HB1700

School buses - procedures concerning persons improperly on bus. 

Sponsors Sen. Haile, Ferrell; Rep. Slater, William
Summary Requires each LEA to post a conspicuous notice on all school buses in operation in the LEA 

notifying others that no person shall enter onto school buses except those authorized by law. 
Also requires the training standards for school bus drivers established by the department of 
education and the department of safety to include procedures concerning persons improperly 
on school buses. Requires student transportation management training for transportation 
supervisors appointed by local LEAs, charter schools, and charter management organizations 
to include procedures concerning persons improperly on school buses.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0548 effective July 1, 2024.

SB2652/
HB2464

School safety training for substitute teachers. 

Sponsors Sen. White, Dawn; Rep. Stevens, Robert
Summary Requires local boards of education to adopt policies on use of substitute teachers which 

include annual school safety training or emergency response procedures in the training 
requirements for substitute teachers. Clarifies that schools are prohibited from employing a 
substitute teacher whose educator license or certificate in this state or another state is in a 
revoked or suspended status.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0735 effective April 19, 2024.

SB2674/ Issuance of temporary teaching permits for certain courses. 
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HB2285
Sponsors Sen. White, Dawn; Rep. Haston, Kirk
Summary Authorizes the Commissioner of the Department of Education (DOE) to issue a temporary 

teaching permit to an individual to teach a course in which an end-of-course examination is 
required. Specifies information the Commissioner of DOE must consider when determining 
whether to issue a temporary teaching permit to such persons. Requires an individual who is 
issued such temporary teaching permit to be assigned a mentor teacher by the director of 
schools or the director of the public charter school. Requires the DOE to report to the 
Education Committee of the Senate and the Education Committees of the House of 
Representatives the number of temporary teaching permits that were requested and granted 
for individuals to teach courses for which an end-of-course examination is required for the 
2024-25, 2025-26, and the 2026-27 school years, respectively, by July 1, 2027.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0876 effective July 1, 2024.

SB2032/
HB2489

Temporary teaching permits to teach physical education classes in elementary schools. 

Sponsors Sen. Hensley, Joey; Rep. Hurt, Chris
Summary Grants authorization for the issuance of temporary teaching permits for the instruction of 

physical education courses at elementary schools.
Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0843 effective May 1, 2024.

SB1688/
HB1831

Voluntary student retainment. 

Sponsors Sen. Lowe, Adam; Rep. Raper, Kevin
Summary Requires the LEA or public charter school in which such student is enrolled to retain the 

student in the student's current grade level at the request of the student's parent or guardian 
unless the student has already been retained in that grade level. This legislation: (1) Authorizes 
a parent or guardian of a student enrolled in any of the grades K-2 to elect to retain the 
parent's or guardian's student in the student's current grade level if the student has a 
documented academic or behavioral delay and the parent or guardian believes that retention 
may benefit the student; (2) Clarifies that the bill does not supersede an LEA's or public charter 
school's obligation to comply with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, the 
Rehabilitation Act, the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 
1974, or any other federal or state law related to students with disabilities and English 
language learners; and (3) Requires the state board of education to also promulgate 
emergency rules, if necessary.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0829 effective July 1, 2024.

SB1711/
HB1630

Policy regarding the use of artificial intelligence technology by students, teachers. 

Sponsors Sen. Hensley, Joey; Rep. Cepicky, Scott
Summary Requires each LEA to adopt a policy regarding the use of artificial intelligence by students, 

teachers, and staff for instructional and assignment purposes. The policy must be 
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implemented in schools no later than the 2024-2025 school year. By July 1, 2024, and by each 
July 1 thereafter, the board shall report to the department of education of its compliance.  The 
report must include the adopted policy and describe how the board will enforce the policy in 
the upcoming school year. 

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0550 effective March 11, 2024.

SB2175/
HB2251

Smart Heart Act. 

Sponsors Sen. Hensley, Joey; Rep. Cepicky, Scott
Summary Enacts the "Smart Heart Act," which establishes various requirements for automatic external 

defibrillators in schools and response protocols for cardiac-related medical emergencies. (1) 
Requires an automated external defibrillator ("AED") maintained by the governing authority 
of each public and nonpublic school that serves any of the grades nine through 12 that is 
accessible during the school day and during all school youth athletic activities in which 
students in any of the grades nine through 12 are participating to be located on-site of the 
school youth athletic activity or placed and made available in an unlocked location on school 
property that allows for the AED to be used on an individual who may experience a sudden 
cardiac arrest event while the individual is on-site of the school youth athletic activity within 
three minutes; (2) Requires, instead of authorizes, AEDs to be placed within a school or on 
school grounds in accordance with the guidelines established in the cardiac emergency 
response plan ("CERP") adopted for the public school pursuant to the bill; (3) Requires, instead 
of authorizes, local boards of education and public charter school governing bodies to develop 
CERPs in accordance with guidelines established by the American Heart Association or another 
nationally recognized organization focused on providing emergency cardiovascular care; and 
(4) Requires a CERP adopted pursuant to the bill to identify the training required for members 
of the cardiac emergency response team, and for any teachers, administrators, or other school 
employees, to assist such individuals in understanding the severity of sudden cardiac arrest 
events, to educate such individuals on how to respond in such circumstances, and to notify 
such individuals of the existence, content, and guidance available in the CERP, which must 
include training in cardiopulmonary resuscitation, first aid, and the use of an AED.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0625 effective July 1, 2024.

SB1721/
HB1633

Creation of de-escalation training for teachers, administrators, and other school personnel. 

Sponsors Sen. Hensley, Joey; Rep. Ragan, John
Summary Requires the department of safety to create de-escalation training for teachers, 

administrators, and other school personnel. Requires LEAs and public charter schools to 
ensure that the LEA's or public charter school's teachers, administrators, and other school 
personnel annually receive the de-escalation training beginning with the 2024-2025 school 
year.
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Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0675 effective April 1, 2024.

SB1726/
HB2826

Development of a conflict resolution program to be implemented by LEAs and public charter 
schools. 

Sponsors Sen. Lamar, London; Rep. Camper, Karen
Summary Requires the Department of Education (DOE) to develop a conflict resolution program which 

local education agencies and public charter schools may adopt and implement for students in 
grade kindergarten to 12.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0676 effective March 25, 2024.

SB1943/
HB1812

Payment for all LEA and public charter school employees for personal injury at work. 

Sponsors Sen. Crowe, Rusty; Rep. Alexander, Rebecca
Summary Allows all LEA and public charter school employees, instead of only teachers, to receive their 

full salary, or average pay, and full benefits in the event they sustain a personal injury as the 
result of a physical assault or other violent criminal act committed against them while they are 
acting in the course and scope of their employment. 

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0839 effective July 1, 2024.

SB2682/
HB2472

School employee who has been assaulted by a student advised of rights. 

Sponsors Sen. White, Dawn; Rep. Raper, Kevin
Summary Requires the suspension of a student who commits an assault against an employee of the LEA 

or public charter school in which the student is enrolled from attendance at school and from 
attendance at all school-sponsored events for at least one calendar year. Requires LEAs and 
public charter schools to advise an employee who is assaulted by a student of the employee's 
rights as a result of the assault.  For purposes of the provision relative to suspension of a 
student who commits an assault against an employee of the LEA or the public charter school, 
"assault" means the act of a person who (i) intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly causes bodily 
injury to another; (ii) intentionally or knowingly causes another to reasonably fear imminent 
bodily injury; or (iii) intentionally or knowingly causes physical contact with another and a 
reasonable person would regard the contact as extremely offensive or provocative. 

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0915 effective May 3, 2024.

SB1979/
HB1861

Participation in athletic activities by home school students. 

Sponsors Sen. Niceley, Frank; Rep. Faison, Jeremy
Summary Provides that if a public school established under the jurisdiction of an LEA offers students the 

opportunity to participate in interscholastic athletic competition without the school being a 
member of an organization or an association that regulates interscholastic athletic 
competition, then the LEA must permit participation in interscholastic athletics at such school 
by home school students who are zoned to attend the school, which does not prevent or 
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interfere with the application and enforcement of eligibility requirements of an organization 
or association that regulates interscholastic athletic competition if the school at which the 
home school student desires to participate is a member of such an organization or association.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0658 effective March 28, 2024.

SB2202/
HB2381

Code of visitor conduct for schools. 

Sponsors Sen. Gardenhire, Todd; Rep. Parkinson, Antonio
Summary Requires each local board of education and public charter school governing body to adopt a 

comprehensive code of conduct for each school under the authority of the local board of 
education or public charter school governing body that describes the types of behavior 
expected from visitors entering on school grounds. Specifies that each code of visitor conduct 
must emphasize the importance of appropriate language, respect for the person and property 
of others, and establishing and maintaining a safe, secure, and peaceful educational setting 
that promotes learning and positive character development.

Status Enacted Public Chapter 0810 effective April 29, 2024.

SB2365/
HB2142

Students who have been adjudicated delinquent. 

Sponsors Sen. Watson, Bo; Rep. Martin, Greg
Summary Increases from a Class C misdemeanor to a Class B misdemeanor the penalty for a student's 

parent, guardian, or legal custodian failing to report an adjudication that the student 
committed certain delinquent acts to the student's school principal or the principal's designee. 
Specifies that a school principal shall ask in writing a student's parent, guardian, or legal 
custodian whether the student has been adjudicated delinquent for certain offenses, including 
rape, robbery, kidnapping, or aggravated assault.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0721 effective July 1, 2024.

SB1701/
HB1789

Educator licensure actions taken by the state board of education. 

SB1998/
HB2008

Payment at school athletic events. 

Sponsors Sen. Jackson, Ed; Rep. Haston, Kirk
Summary Prohibits an LEA or public charter school governing body from participating in a public-school 

athletic activity that is hosted by an organizer who does not allow participating students to 
purchase tickets for admission to the athletic activity with cash, either in advance of the 
athletic event or at the site of the athletic event, or both.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0841 effective May 1, 2024.
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Sponsors Sen. Powers, Bill; Rep. Slater, William
Summary Clarifies that any educator who has pleaded guilty or nolo contendere or convicted of certain 

criminal offenses are subject to an automatic revocation of an educator license. Requires a 
director of schools, public charter school, or nonpublic school to report the licensed educator 
to the state board following the director becoming aware of the educator's offense conviction 
or plea.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0577 effective March 15, 2024.

SB2703/
HB2158

Number of school nurses needed per number of students. 

Sponsors Sen. Southerland, Steve; Rep. Davis, Elaine
Summary Present law authorizes an LEA to use TISA funds to directly employ a public school nurse or to 

contract with the Tennessee public school nurse program for the provision of school health 
services. If an LEA does not employ or contract for at least one school nurse for every 750 
student members of the LEA for the 2024-2025 school year, or for a subsequent school year, 
then this legislation requires the LEA's director of schools to submit a report to the department 
of education no later than June 1 of the respective school year that contains the following: (1) 
How many school nurses the LEA contracted for or employed for the respective school year, 
disaggregated by: (i) the number of school nurses contracted for by the LEA, disaggregated by 
the number assigned to a student member of the LEA to provide the student with related 
services and that were not assigned to a student member of the LEA to provide the student 
with related services, but that were instead assigned to provide services to all student 
members of the LEA; and (ii) the number of school nurses employed by the LEA, disaggregated 
by the number assigned to a student member of the LEA to provide the student with related 
services and that were not assigned to a student member of the LEA to provide the student 
with related services, but that were instead assigned to provide services to all student 
members of the LEA; (2) The type of certification or nursing license possessed by each school 
nurse contracted for or employed by the LEA for the respective school year; (3) How many 
schools are operated by the LEA; (4) The student membership of the LEA for the respective 
school year and the immediately preceding school year; (5) The student-to-school-nurse ratio 
for the LEA based on the number of school nurses the LEA contracted for or employed for the 
respective school year; (6) The LEA's reason for not employing or contracting for at least one 
school nurse for every 750 student members of the LEA; (7) Whether the LEA employed or 
contracted for the number of school nurses necessary for the LEA to place at least one school 
nurse at each school operated by the LEA, excluding school nurses assigned to student 
members of the LEA to provide the students with related services; and (8) The number of 
student members in the LEA who have an emergency care plan or individualized healthcare 
plan; who have an individual health plan; or who have a medical condition for which the 
services of a school nurse or trained professional are required for the administration of 
medication. 

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0910 effective May 3, 2024.
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SB2557/
HB2678

Innovative School District Act.  

Sponsors Sen. Taylor, Brent; Rep. White, Mark
Summary Creates the "Innovative School District Act." Authorizes: 1) the University of Memphis to 

operate the initial innovative school district; and 2) the Department of Education (DOE) to 
approve additional public universities that meet certain qualifications to operate an 
innovative school district. Requires the governing body for a public university that is approved 
by the DOE to operate an innovative school district to serve as the local board of education 
for such innovative school district. Prohibits the innovative school district from authorizing 
public charter schools. Establishes that an innovative school district may receive and expend 
local, state, federal, and grant funding for schools in its jurisdiction with the same authority 
as other local education agencies (LEAs). Exempts an innovative school district from certain 
requirements for a local board of education.

Status 04/24/24 - Sent to the speakers for signatures.

SB1325/
HB1202

Authorization of a school staff member to carry a concealed handgun on school grounds. 

Sponsors Sen. Bailey, Paul; Rep. Williams, Ryan
Summary Authorizes a faculty or staff member of a school to carry a concealed handgun on school 

grounds subject to certain conditions, including obtaining an enhanced handgun carry permit 
and completing annual training. (1) Provides that in order to possess and carry a handgun or 
firearm on school grounds, the faculty or staff member must also have the joint written 
authorization of the LEA's director of schools in conjunction with the principal of the school at 
which the person is assigned; (2) Clarifies that in order to possess and carry a handgun or 
firearm on school grounds, the faculty or staff member must not be prohibited from 
purchasing, possessing, and carrying a handgun under the laws of Tennessee or federal law as 
determined by a background check. The faculty or staff member must submit two full sets of 
classifiable fingerprints to the law enforcement agency from which the faculty or staff member 
is seeking authorization under this bill. The agency must then submit the fingerprints to the TBI. 
(3) Provides that in order to possess and carry a handgun or firearm on school grounds, the 
faculty or staff member must have been certified by a Tennessee licensed healthcare provider, 
who is qualified in the psychiatric or psychological field and who contracts with the authorizing 
law enforcement agency, as being free from any impairment that would, in the professional 
judgment of the examiner, affect the faculty or staff member's ability to safely possess and 
carry a concealed handgun on the grounds of a school; (4) Requires the faculty or staff member 
to complete a minimum of 40 hours of training specific to school policing that has been 
approved by the peace officer standards and training (POST) commission each year to retain 
the authorization by requiring such training to include hands-on instruction with the 
authorizing law enforcement; (5) Provides that law enforcement agencies are also immune 
from claims for monetary damages that arise solely from, or that are related to, a faculty or 
staff member's use of, or failure to use, a handgun so long as the faculty or staff member is 
authorized to carry the handgun pursuant to this bill; (6) Specifies that authorization to carry 
firearms in a school by faculty or staff members, or persons assigned to a school under a MOU 
between local law enforcement and the LEA, does not apply to schools within the department 
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of children's services' LEA or to schools within the department of correction's LEA; and (7) 
Defines "appropriate law enforcement agency" (for purposes of identifying a law enforcement 
agency that may enter into an MOU with the LEA) to mean to the law enforcement agency that 
employs a school resource officer that is assigned to the school or if such officer is not assigned 
to the school, the law enforcement agency with jurisdiction over the school.

Status Enacted Public Chapter 0801 effective April 26, 2024.
SB1887/
HB2590

Bullying and cyberbullying considered harassment. 

Sponsors Sen. Lowe, Adam; Rep. Russell, Lowell
Summary Makes bullying and cyberbullying offenses subject to the same penalties as harassment. 

Requires an officer to make a report of bullying and notify a parent or guardian when victim is 
a minor. This legislation: (1) Revises the definition of "bullying" to, instead, mean an act 
committed by a student that substantially interferes with another student's educational 
benefits, opportunities, or performance; and (i) if the act takes place on school grounds, at any 
school-sponsored activity, on school-provided equipment or transportation or at any official 
school bus stop, the act has the effect of physically harming the other student or damaging the 
other student's property, or knowingly placing the other student or students in reasonable fear 
of physical harm to the other student or damage to the student's property; or (ii) if the act takes 
place off school property or outside of a school-sponsored activity, it is directed specifically at 
another student or students and has the effect of creating a substantial disruption to the 
education environment or learning process; (2) Clarifies that, as used in the bill, a "school" 
means a public or private school that conducts classes in any grade from K-12; (3) Clarifies that, 
as used in the bill, a "student" means a person, regardless of age, enrolled in a public or private 
school that conducts classes in any grade from K-12; (4) Provides that the provisions in the bill 
relevant to making an official report do not apply to incidents reported to the department of 
safety through the SafeTN application or a successor application; and (5) Provides that when a 
person intentionally engages in cyber-bully, that person commits a delinquent act and must be 
punished as provided for in the existing law relevant to delinquent children.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0797 effective July 1, 2024.

SB1963/
HB2176

Awarding of court costs to petitioner proving that governing body violated public meetings 
laws. 

Sponsors Sen. Pody, Mark; Rep. Lynn, Susan
Summary Allows for the courts to award the petitioners all or part of the reasonable costs incurred by 

the petitioners if the court finds that a governing body willfully refused to comply with 
requirements imposed on a meeting of the body.  Clarifies that a "meeting" means the 
convening of a governing body of a public body to make a decision or to deliberate toward a 
decision on any matter. However, the term does not include any on-site inspection of any 
project or program

Status 04/24/24 - Sent to the speakers for signatures.

SB2188/ Contracts and insurance between LEAs and independent school bus owners and operators. 
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HB2384
Sponsors Sen. Massey, Becky; Rep. Howell, Dan
Summary Prohibits a governmental entity or local board of education from extending immunity granted 

to governmental employees to independent school bus owners and operators or other 
persons or entities by contract, agreement, or other means in performing or providing school-
related transportation services to a local board of education. Requires that a contract or 
agreement between a local board of education and independent school bus owners and 
operators requires sufficient limits for tort liability exposures related to performing or 
providing school-related transportation services to the local board of education by the owners 
and operators as evidenced by a certificate of insurance from the owners and operators that 
has the local board of education listed as an additional insured.

Status Enacted Public Chapter 0809 effective April 29, 2024.

SB2749/
HB2936

Families' Rights and Responsibilities Act. 

Sponsors Sen. Haile, Ferrell; Rep. Faison, Jeremy
Summary Enacts the Families' Rights and Responsibilities Act," which allows all parental rights to be 

exclusively reserved to a parent of a child without obstruction by or interference from a 
government entity unless abuse, neglect, or endanger a child occurs. Details violations by a 
government entity. States that medical procedures done on a child must be done with 
notification and consent of the parent. Details violations of the practice if occurs.

Status 04/24/24 - Sent to the speakers for signatures.

SB1060/
HB843

Age-Appropriate Materials Act. 

Sponsors Sen. Hensley, Joey; Rep. Lynn, Susan
Summary Rewrites the Age-Appropriate Materials Act of 2022 (49-6-3803) and adds a level of appeal to 

the textbook commission.
Status Enacted as PC 0782 effective July 1, 2024.

Legislation Not Included in Presentation

SB379/
HB284

Thresholds for competitive sealed bids for counties, municipalities. 

Sponsors Sen. Briggs, Richard; Rep. Whitson, Sam 
Summary Standardizes the thresholds for competitive sealed bids for counties, municipalities, utility 

districts, local education agencies, and other local governmental entities.
Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0513 effective March 1, 2024.

SB1691/ Student member of the state board of education. 
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HB1797
Sponsors Sen. Pody, Mark; Rep. Carringer, Michele
Summary Requires the public high school in which the public high school student member of the state 

board of education is enrolled to count the student as present for time the student spends 
performing the student's duties as a member of the state board of education.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0549 effective March 11, 2024.
SB1712/
HB1655

Mathematics Supports Act. 

Sponsors Sen. Hensley, Joey; Rep. Cepicky, Scott
Summary Creates the Mathematics Supports Act. Requires the Department of Education (DOE), by July 1, 

2025, to: (1) conduct a landscape analysis of mathematics education; (2) convene a 
mathematics expert review committee to help identify a professional development course on 
mathematics instruction skills; and (3) identify and approve at least one standards-aligned 
professional development course on mathematics instruction skills that is available, at no cost, 
to teachers in kindergarten through grade eight. Requires the DOE to report the findings of the 
landscape analysis and the review committee to the education committees of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives by January 31, 2025. Requires the DOE to revise the standards 
for high school students participating in a teaching-as-a-profession career pathway to include 
standards-aligned mathematics instruction skills by August 1, 2025. 

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0551 effective March 11, 2024.

SB1715/
HB1664

Law enforcement officers assigned as school resource officers. 

Sponsors Sen. Hensley, Joey; Rep. Warner, Todd
Summary Authorizes a law enforcement agency to assign a law enforcement officer to serve as a school 

resource officer at a school within a local board of education's control that has not entered 
into a memorandum of understanding with a law enforcement agency to assign a school 
resource officer to the school.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0729 effective July 1, 2024.

SB1773/
HB1963

Career readiness assessments for high school seniors. 

Sponsors Sen. Lundberg, Jon; Rep. Haston, Kirk
Summary Extends the option for high school seniors attending LEAs to take nationally recognized 

assessments to each subsequent school year beginning with the 2023-2024 school year.
Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0908 effective May 3, 2024.

SB1867/
HB1908

Beyond Ordinary Learning Opportunities (BOLO) Act. 

Sponsors Sen. Hensley, Joey; Rep. Bulso, Gino
Summary Enacts the "Beyond Ordinary Learning Opportunities (BOLO) Act." Requires the Department 

of Education (DOE) to establish a one-year pilot program to place a therapy dog in five public 
schools, with at least one school in each grand division of the state, in the 2024-25 school 
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year. Prohibits the DOE from selecting a school that does not agree to participate in the pilot 
program. Requires the DOE to submit a report providing the outcomes of the pilot program 
to the General Assembly by July 1, 2025. Repeals the act on July 1, 2025.

Status Enacted as Public 0953 effective May 9, 2024.

SB1902/
HB1928

Operation of school buses. 

Sponsors Sen. Hensley, Joey; Rep. Cepicky, Scott
Summary Clarifies for purposes of obtaining a school bus endorsement on a driver license and for other 

purposes, that a school bus is a vehicle designed to transport 16 or more passengers, including 
the driver. Makes other revisions relative to the operation of school buses.

Status Enacted Public Chapter 0836 effective July 1, 2024.

SB1938/
HB2155

Michael Maren Paycheck Protection Act. 

Sponsors Sen. Lundberg, Jon; Rep. Moody, Debra
Summary Names the law prohibiting an LEA from deducting dues from the wages of the LEA's 

employees for a professional employees' organization the "Michael Maren Paycheck 
Protection Act

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0770 effective April 23,2024.

SB1947/
HB2058

Course requirements for high school graduation. 

Sponsors Sen. Lundberg, Jon; Rep. Hicks, Tim
Summary Requires the State Board of Education (SBE), in collaboration with the Department of 

Education (DOE) and the Tennessee Higher Education Commission (THEC), to conduct a study 
to identify math courses that may be substituted for Algebra II for purposes of satisfying high 
school graduation requirements and to submit a report of their findings to the education 
committees of the Senate and the House of Representatives by January 31, 2025.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0583 effective March 15, 2024.

SB1959/
HB1785

Uniform accounting policy manual for local school systems. 

Sponsors Sen. Crowe, Rusty; Rep. Martin, Greg
Summary Replaces the uniform accounting policy manual for local school systems with an internal 

school funds manual. Removes the requirement that the commissioner of finance and 
administration approve the manual so that only the comptroller of the treasury's approval of 
the manual is required.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0537 effective March 7, 2024.

SB2066/
HB1969

Installation of carbon monoxide alarms in childcare agencies. 
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Sponsors Sen. Bailey, Paul; Rep. Jernigan, Darren
Summary Requires installation of carbon monoxide alarms in each room of a childcare agency where 

care is provided to a child. Requires the alarms to meet certain national certification 
standards and be installed in accordance with national fire safety recommendations or 
manufacturer instructions. Establishes dates by which the alarms must be installed in new 
and existing childcare agencies.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0733 effective July 1, 2024.

SB2141/
HB2311

Availability of opioid antagonists in schools. 

Sponsors Sen. Reeves, Shane; Rep. Baum, Charlie
Summary Requires the principal or head of a school that maintains an opioid antagonist at the school to 

ensure that the opioid antagonist is stored in accordance with manufacturer instructions. 
Prohibits a school from prohibiting a student, employee, or visitor from possessing an opioid 
antagonist while the person is on school property or attending a school-sponsored activity 
held at a location that is not school property.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0629 effective March 27, 2024.

SB2366/
HB2264

Exiting of school turnaround pilot program. 

Sponsors Sen. Watson, Bo; Rep. Hakeem, Yusuf
Summary Authorizes schools in need of intervention to exit the turnaround pilot program and 

discontinue the turnaround plan developed by the school. Outlines conditions for schools 
required to participate in the turnaround pilot program, criteria for exiting the program, 
termination of certain requirements upon program exit, and provisions for compensating 
independent school turnaround experts.

SB2106/
HB2272

Directives from the U.S. Department of Education regarding the implementation of 
department rules. 

Sponsors Sen. Pody, Mark; Rep. Slater, William
Summary Requires the Tennessee Department of Education to submit the U.S. Department of 

Education's interpretations and directives on the implementation of department rules 
providing guidance to this state to the chairs of the house and senate government operations 
committees, in addition to the chair of the education instruction committee of the house, the 
chair of the education administration committee of the house, the chair of the education 
committee of the senate, the speaker of the house, and the speaker of the senate. Requires 
such information to be submitted to each member of the joint government operations rule 
review committee prior to each rule review meeting.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0722 effective July 1, 2024.
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Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0863 effective May 1, 2024.

SB2406/
HB2398

School safety teams requirements. 

Sponsors Sen. Yarbro, Jeff; Rep. Harris, Torrey
Summary Adds local law enforcement officials to those who must be appointed to each district-wide 

school safety team. Specifies that it is each district-wide school safety team and each building-
level school safety team that is required to annually review the respective district-wide or 
building-level school safety plan.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0864 effective May 1, 2024.

SB2432/
HB2547

Authorization of local governmental entities to purchase fuel in the open market. 

Sponsors Sen. Haile, Ferrell; Rep. Lamberth, William
Summary Authorizes a local governmental entity to purchase fuel and fuel products in the open market 

without public advertisement or competitive bidding, but requires the entity, whenever 
possible, to obtain at least three documented quotes. Permits such purchases from the 
department of general services' contract where available. Clarifies that a county, municipality, 
metropolitan government, utility district, local education agency, or other local governmental 
entity may purchase gasoline or diesel fuel in the open market without public advertisement 
or competitive bidding when purchasing gasoline or diesel fuel in bulk amounts that would 
exceed the applicable bid limits.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0661 effective April 9, 2024.

SB2582/
HB2687

Revises the instruction required as part of the family life curriculum. 

Sponsors Sen. Taylor, Brent; Rep. Doggett, Clay
Summary Revises the instruction required as part of a family life curriculum. Requires the Tennessee 

joint task force on children's justice and child sexual abuse, in consultation with the children's 
services advisory council, to annually recommend certain age-appropriate curricula to the 
department of education. Revises the information that LEAs and public charter schools must 
annually provide to the department of children's services. 

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0571 effective July 1, 2024.

SB2593/
HB2559

Adult high schools. 

Sponsors Sen. Taylor, Brent; Rep. White, Mark
Summary Authorizes a local board of education to contract for services with a nonprofit or for-profit 

entity for the operation and management of an adult high school. An adult high school 
operated by a nonprofit or for-profit entity under a contract with a local board of education 
must receive state and local school funding from the local board of education for the first year 
of its operation based on anticipated enrollment. A contract entered pursuant to this 
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legislation must satisfy the following criteria: (1) Provide the maximum enrollment for the 
adult high school; (2) Require the nonprofit or for-profit entity to provide the local board of 
education with the anticipated enrollment at least four months before the adult high school 
opens for its first year of operations, which must not exceed the maximum enrollment set 
forth in the contract with the local board of education; and (3) Require the local board of 
education to adjust payments to contracted adult high schools no less than three times per 
year, in the months of October, February, and June, based on changes in revenue, student 
membership, or student services.

Status Enacted Public Chapter 0960 effective May 9, 2024.

SB2610/
HB2348

Support of terrorist organizations. 

Sponsors Sen. Rose, Paul; Rep. Ragan, John
Summary Makes various changes to present law. Present law provides that it is a Class A felony for any 

person to provide material support or resources, or attempt or conspire to provide material 
support or resources, to any person known by the person providing such material support or 
resources to be planning or carrying out an act of terrorism in this state, or concealing or 
attempting to escape after committing or attempting to commit an act of terrorism; or a 
designated entity; provided, the person must have actual knowledge that the entity is a 
designated entity. A Class A felony is punishable by a term of imprisonment not less than 15 
years nor more than 60 years, and a jury may assess a maximum fine of $50,000, unless 
otherwise provided by statute. This legislation adds that it is a Class E felony for an entity that 
is supported in whole or in part by public funds to knowingly provide meeting spaces or other 
forums, including, but not limited to, electronic and print platforms, to any of the following for 
the purpose of soliciting material support, recruiting new members, or encouraging violent 
action: (i) a designated entity; (ii) a group or organization that the entity knows or reasonably 
should know has been found by a court of competent jurisdiction within the United States to 
have engaged in an act of terrorism; or (iii) a group or organization that the entity knows or 
reasonably should know receives financial or other support from a designated entity. 
Generally, a Class E felony is punishable by a term of imprisonment of not less than one year 
nor more than six years, and the jury may assess a maximum fine of $3,000. However, this 
Class E felony is only punishable by a maximum fine of $3,000 per offense.

Status Enacted Public Chapter 0872 effective May 1, 2024.

SB2666/
HB1923

TCAT reserved slots for dual enrollment students. 

Sponsors Sen. White, Dawn; Rep. Butler, Ed
Summary Requires a Tennessee College of Applied Technology (TCAT) to reserve an enrollment slot for 

each dual enrollment student in the term immediately following the student's last term 
enrolled in the TCAT as a dual enrollment student. Requires a TCAT to give priority enrollment 
status to a student if space is unavailable.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0581 effective July 1, 2024.
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SB2766/
HB1634

Educator's obligations to students. 

Sponsors Sen. Bowling, Janice; Rep. Bulso, Gino
Summary Prohibits an educator from unfairly excluding any student from participation in any program, 

denying benefits to a student, or granting any advantage to a student on any basis.
Status Enacted by Public Chapter 0780 effective May 1, 2024.

SB2771/
HB1623

Regulation of traffic in school zones. 

Sponsors Sen. Bowling, Janice; Rep. Hale, Michael
Summary Authorizes a county or municipality to hire employees or appoint volunteers to direct vehicles 

on a public road or highway within a marked school zone for dropping off or picking up 
students at a public, private, or charter school within the jurisdiction of the county or 
municipality. Requires a warning flasher to be in operation during such time and appropriate 
signage to be posted. Requires counties and municipalities to ensure that any individual who 
is performing such duties has received appropriate training to comply with the Manual of 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) requirements and is outfitted with the apparel and 
indicator paddle compliant with the MUTCD. Creates a Class C misdemeanor offense for 
knowingly ignoring warning signs that have been posted for dropping off or picking up 
students. Stipulates the misdemeanor offense is only punishable by a fine of $50.

Status Enacted as Public Chapter 0948 effective July 1, 2024.

SB2820/
HB2922

Opportunity charter boarding schools. 

Sponsors Sen. Haile, Ferrell; Rep. Sexton, Cameron
Summary This legislation makes changes to the Tennessee Public Charter Schools Act of 2002 and 

applies to opportunity public charter schools applying to open in the 2026-2027 school year 
or in a subsequent school year. This legislation authorizes an opportunity public charter school 
to be formed to provide high-quality educational options for students residing within this 
state. Requires the Department of Education (DOE) to adopt an opportunity public charter 
school performance framework in alignment with the State Board of Education's adopted 
quality authorizing standard. Effective July 1, 2024, for most purposes of the legislation. 
Applies to the 2026-27 school year or subsequent school years.

Status 04/23/24 - Sent to the speakers for signatures.

SB2847/
HB1997

Reallocation of portion of trust principal of K-12 mental health endowment account. 

Sponsors Sen. Roberts, Kerry; Rep. Hicks, Gary
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Summary Requires the trust principal of the K-12 mental health endowment account to be reduced by 
$75,000,000 in the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, and reallocated to the trust's K-12 mental 
health special reserve account.

Status Enacted Public Chapter 0792 effective April 23, 2024.

SB2932/
HB2486

Director of schools - delegation of duties. 

Sponsors Sen. Powers, Bill; Rep. Hurt, Chris
Summary Authorizes a director of schools to delegate one or more of the duties assigned to the director 

by the board of education to another administrator or employee of the local education 
agency, if the board of education has adopted a policy authorizing such delegation. Requires 
a director of schools to have a baccalaureate degree and meet any other qualifications or 
requirements established by the local board of education.

Status Enacted Public Chapter 0883 effective May 1, 2024.

SB2933/
HB2494

Education funding for students admitted to residential mental health facilities. 

Sponsors Sen. Powers, Bill; Rep. Hurt, Chris
Summary Revises certain enrollment, attendance, individualized education program, and resident 

requirements for certain education funding to follow a student who is admitted to a state-
licensed or out-of-state mental health facility from the student's LEA to the facility.

Status Enacted Public Chapter 0884 effective July 1, 2024.
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SESSION OVERVIEW

350 bills were filed this year pertaining to education along with carry-over 
bills from last year. Numerous amendments were added weekly.

• School Safety 
• Teacher Licensure and Assessments/Endorsement Pathways Bills​
• Parental Rights and Responsibilities ​
• 4th Grade Promotion
• 40th Percentile Parental Appeal Pathway 
• Education Freedom Scholarship Act 
• Additional Requirements for Training​
• Civil Actions Against School Systems 
• Local Control

CAPTION BILLS: 72

MAJORITY OF BILLS 
NEVER GET OUT OF 
SUBCOMMMITTEE

Important topics included:​



BILL
REVIEW



Curriculum &
Accountability



Prohibition of 
Minimum Grades, Etc.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

XXX

SB191
HB390

Sen. Lundberg and Rep. Cepicky 

Conference Committee Report on House Bill No. 390 / Senate Bill No. 191

• Removes bullet-resistant language from code
• Prohibits a policy to establish a minimum grade above zero
• Lengthens period of license validity to 8 years
• Revisions to ESSA plan if approved

⚬ Requires SIP submittal once every 3 years
⚬ Removes students arriving after Dec. 31 from accountability
⚬ Removes health-related absences from Chronic Absentee counts
⚬ Allows intervention policy & implementation to serve as CA indicator



4th Grade Promotion

Sen. White and Rep. G. Hicks 

Conference Committee Report on House Bill No. 2326 / Senate Bill No. 2183

• Adequate growth is determined by TCAP ELA

• If student does not make adequate growth, a conference will be 
convened, and conference team will have 2 options for student:

⚬  Promote to 5th grade with year-long tutoring, or
⚬  Retain in 4th grade

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

XXX

SB2183
HB2326



Removal of Pre-Test

Sen. White and Rep. Stevens

• Removes the requirement that LEAs administer a pretest to students 
participating in an after-school learning mini-camp, learning loss 
bridge camp, or summer learning camp.

• The post-test requirement of a state-adopted local benchmark 
assessment is still required.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

639

SB1663 
HB1697



TN History in 5th Grade

Sen. Swann & Rep. Russell

• Beginning with 2026-2027 school year each LEA must require 5th grade 
students to complete one semester of TN history in the first semester of 
the students’ fifth grade year.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

523

SB1177
HB1188



Computer Science

Sen. Powers and Rep. White

• Specifies that only middle school students enrolled in the lowest grade 
level at a middle school are required to take one course in computer 
science during one grading period. 

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

693

SB2214
HB2242



Access to Printed Versions of 
Textbooks

Sen. Pody and Rep. Lynn

• Requires a local school board that provides electronic textbooks and 
instructional materials to provide reasonable access to the equipment 
necessary for teachers to provide, and students to complete, 
homework assignments.

• Reasonable access to a printed version upon written request of parent 
to principal.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

752

SB2312
HB2177



Family Life Curriculum/
LGBTQ+ 



Student Gender Identity

Sen. Rose and Rep. Littleton

• Requires teachers at an LEA to notify administration and for the 
administration to notify the parents of a child who seeks to be called a 
different name or use different pronouns than the sex written on their 
birth certificate. 

• A parent who is affected, or whose student is affected, by a violation of 
this order may bring a civil action against the LEA or public charter 
school in a court of competent jurisdiction. 

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

832

SB1810
HB2165



K-5 Family Life
Curriculum Changes

Sen. White and Rep. Baum

• Adds to provisions relative to family life curriculum that instruction in 
topics related to sexual activity are not age-appropriate to and will not 
be taught to students in K-5​

• Does not prohibit from providing instruction to students in K-5 on 
detection, intervention, prevention, and treatment of child sexual 
abuse and human trafficking in which the victim is a child

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

XXX

SB1210
HB996



Baby Olivia Act

Sen. Bowling and Rep. Bulso

• Enacts the "Baby Olivia Act".  

• Requires a family life curriculum that directly or indirectly addresses 
human growth, human development, or human sexuality to include 
the presentation of a computer-generated animation or high-
definition ultrasound of at least three minutes in duration that shows 
the development of the brain, heart, and other vital organs in early fetal 
development, such as Meet Baby Olivia. 

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

795

SB2767
HB2435



CTE &
Work Based Learning



Work-Based Learning Credits

Sen. Lowe and Rep. T. Hicks

• In a work-based learning program, a maximum of six credits may be 
earned in one school year.

• Supervised work hours are adjusted to be able to meet this higher 
number of credits.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

543

SB1853
HB2059



Extending CTE Class Sizes

Sen. Bowling and Rep. Bricken

• Authorizes LEAs to extend CTE class sizes and averages in grades 6-8, if 
the CTE classes do not exceed the maximum class size and average set 
for general education classes in grades 7-12. 

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

712

SB2764
HB2388



School Safety



Responding to Fire Alarm 
Activation

Sen. Haile and Rep. Lamberth

• Each LEA must develop a procedure for determining the cause of a fire 
alarm activation, including the potential for an active shooter event​.

• All employees, including substitute teachers and volunteers will 
participate in annual training​.

• The procedure will be implemented by January 1, 2025, reviewed, and 
updated annually.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

563

SB1679 
HB1644



Instruction on
Firearm Safety

Sen. Bailey and Rep. Todd

• Requires, beginning with the 2025-2026 school year, each local 
education agency and public charter school to provide students with 
age-appropriate and grade-appropriate instruction on firearm safety.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

800

SB2923
HB2882



Digital School
Mapping

Sen. Powers and Rep. Haston

• Authorizes each LEA and public charter school to provide, in an 
electronic or digital format, school mapping data for each school 
building in the LEA to assist first responder agencies that serve the 
same geographical areas served by the LEA in responding to 
emergencies occurring on school grounds.

• Grant funds may be used to meet the requirement, including, but not 
limited to, the LEA's procurement of a vendor to collect, assemble, and 
provide the school mapping data on behalf of the LEA.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

936

SB2215
HB2283



Safety Alert Grant
Pilot Program

Sen. Johnson and Rep. Gant

• Requires the department of education to establish and administer a 
school safety alert grant pilot program using the school safety alert 
grant pilot fund.

• Creates specific guidelines of how grants will be awarded including 
that 2 schools from each grand division must receive the grant funding.

• Requires a grant awarded to be limited to $8,000 per school in a fiscal 
year. 

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

XXX

SB2156
HB2528



Threats Against Employees & 
Students

Sen. Stevens and Rep. Grills

• Makes various changes to the present law relative to the offense of 
communicating a threat.

• Adds a student as a person protected under present law, providing that 
a person communicates to another a threat to cause the death or 
serious bodily harm to a student on school property or at a school-
related activity.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

903

SB1501
HB1016



Threat of Mass Violence on 
School Property

Sen. Lundberg and Rep. Mitchell

• Increases the penalty for threatening to commit an act of mass 
violence on school property or at a school related activity from a Class 
A misdemeanor to a Class E felony. 

• Provides that the law regarding a threat of mass violence on school 
property or at a school related activity does not apply to a person with 
an intellectual disability.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

887

SB2263
HB2198



Threat Assessment of Student 
Threating Mass Violence

Sen. Powers and Rep. Hurt

• Conditions the expulsion of a student for committing the zero-
tolerance offense of threatening mass violence on school property or at 
a school-related activity to threats of mass violence determined to be 
valid based on the results of a threat assessment. 

• Requires directors of schools to report threats of mass violence on 
school property or at a school-related activity made by a student that 
are determined, based on the results of a threat assessment, to be 
valid. 

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

882

SB2931
HB2487



School Bus Notice

Sen. Haile and Rep. Slater

• Requires each LEA to post a conspicuous notice on all school buses in 
operation in the LEA notifying others that no person shall enter onto 
school buses except those authorized by law. 

• Requires bus driver training to include procedures concerning persons 
improperly on school buses.

• Requires training for transportation supervisors appointed by local 
LEAs to include procedures concerning persons improperly on school 
buses.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

548

SB1680
HB1700



Substitute Teacher Training

Sen. White and Rep. Stevens

• Requires local boards of education to adopt policies on use of 
substitute teachers which include annual school safety training or 
emergency response procedures in the training requirements for 
substitute teachers. 

• Clarifies that schools are prohibited from employing a substitute 
teacher whose educator license or certificate in this state or another 
state is in a revoked or suspended status. 

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

735

SB2652
HB2464



Operations, Reporting, 
& Studies 



Temporary Teaching 
Permits in EOC’s

Sen. White and Rep. Haston

• Authorizes the Commissioner of the Department of Education to issue a 
temporary teaching permit to an individual to teach a course in which 
an end-of-course examination is required. 

• Specifies information the Commissioner of DOE must consider when 
determining whether to issue a temporary teaching permit to such 
persons. 

• Requires an individual who is issued such temporary teaching permit 
to be assigned a mentor teacher by the director of schools.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

876

SB2674
HB2285



Temporary Teaching Permits
in PE Classes

Sen. Hensley and Rep. Hurt

• Grants authorization for the issuance of temporary teaching permits 
for the instruction of physical education courses at elementary 
schools.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

843

SB2032
HB2489



Voluntary Student
Retention

Sen. Lowe and Rep. Raper

• Authorizes a parent or guardian of a student enrolled in any of the 
grades K-2 to elect to retain the parent's or guardian's student in the 
student's current grade level if the student has a documented 
academic or behavioral delay and the parent or guardian believes that 
retention may benefit the student.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

829

SB1688
HB1831



Artificial Intelligence
 Policy

Sen. Hensley and Rep. Cepicky 

• Requires the LEA’s school board to adopt a policy regarding the use of 
artificial intelligence by students, teachers, and staff for instructional 
and assignment purposes no later than the 2024-2025 school year.

• By July 1, 2024, and by each July 1 thereafter, the board shall report to 
the department of education of its compliance. The report must include 
the adopted policy and describe how the board will enforce the policy 
in the upcoming school year.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

550

SB1711
HB1630



Smart Heart
Act

Sen. Hensley, Rep. Cepicky

• Enacts the "Smart Heart Act," which establishes various requirements 
for automatic external defibrillators in schools and response protocols 
for cardiac-related medical emergencies.

• Requires the local board of education to develop a Cardiac Emergency 
Response Plan (CERP) in accordance with guidelines established by the 
American Heart Association or another nationally recognized 
organization focused on providing emergency cardiovascular care.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

625

SB2175
HB2251



De-escalation Training

Sen. Hensley and Rep. Ragan

• Requires the department of safety to create de-escalation training for 
teachers, administrators, and other school personnel. 

• Requires LEAs to ensure that the LEA's teachers, administrators, and 
other school personnel annually receive the de-escalation training 
beginning with the 2024-2025 school year.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

675

SB1721
HB1633



Conflict Resolution

Sen. Lamar and Rep. Camper

• Requires the department of education to develop a conflict resolution 
program that may be adopted and implemented by LEAs to assist 
students in any of the grades kindergarten through twelve (K-12) in 
developing the skills necessary for nonviolent conflict resolution, 
including, but not limited to, communication skills, social skills, and 
relaxation techniques. 

• Retains the current law that requires each LEA to implement an 
intervention program for students in grades one through six (1-6) that 
uses conflict resolution and decision-making strategies.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

676

SB1726
HB2826



Personal Injury for School 
Employees

Sen. Crowe and Rep. Alexander

• Allows all LEA school employees, instead of only teachers, to receive 
their full salary, or average pay, and full benefits in the event they 
sustain a personal injury as the result of a physical assault or other 
violent criminal act committed against them while they are acting in 
the course and scope of their employment.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

839

SB1943
HB1812



School Employee Assaulted by 
Student - Advised of Rights

Sen. White and Rep. Raper

• Requires the suspension of a student who commits an assault against 
an employee of the LEA in which the student is enrolled from 
attendance at school and from attendance at all school-sponsored 
events for at least one calendar year. 

• Requires LEAs and public charter schools to advise an employee who is 
assaulted by a student of the employee's rights as a result of the 
assault. 

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

915

SB2682
HB2472



Homeschool Athletics

Sen. Nicely and Rep. Faison

• Provides that if a public school established under the jurisdiction of an 
LEA offers students the opportunity to participate in interscholastic 
athletic competition without the school being a member of an 
organization or an association that regulates interscholastic athletic 
competition, then the LEA must permit participation in interscholastic 
athletics at such school by home school students who are zoned to 
attend the school.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

658

SB1979
HB1861



Cash Payment for
Athletic Events

Sen. Jackson and Rep. Haston

• Prohibits an LEA from participating in a public-school athletic activity 
that is hosted by an organizer who does not allow participating 
students to purchase tickets for admission to the athletic activity with 
cash, either in advance of the athletic event or at the site of the athletic 
event, or both. 

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

841

SB1998
HB2008



Visitors Code of Conduct

Sen. Gardenhire and Rep. Parkinson

• Requires each local board of education to adopt a comprehensive code 
of conduct for each school under the authority of the local board of 
education that describes the types of behavior expected from visitors 
entering on school grounds. 

• Specifies that each code of visitor conduct must emphasize the 
importance of appropriate language, respect for the person and 
property of others, and establishing and maintaining a safe, secure, 
and peaceful educational setting that promotes learning and positive 
character development.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

810

SB2202
HB2381



Adjudicated Delinquent 
Students

Sen. Watson and Rep. G. Martin

• Specifies that a school principal shall ask in writing a student's parent, 
guardian, or legal custodian whether the student has been adjudicated 
delinquent for certain offenses, including rape, robbery, kidnapping, or 
aggravated assault.

• Increases from a Class C misdemeanor to a Class B misdemeanor the 
penalty for a student's parent, guardian, or legal custodian failing to 
report an adjudication that the student committed certain delinquent 
acts to the student's school principal or the principal's designee. 

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

721

SB2365
HB2142



Licensure Actions

Sen. Powers and Rep. Slater

• Clarifies that any educator who has pleaded guilty or nolo contendere 
or convicted of certain criminal offenses are subject to an automatic 
revocation of an educator license. 

• Requires a director of schools to report the licensed educator to the 
state board following the director becoming aware of the educator's 
offense conviction or plea.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

577

SB1701 
HB1789



Number of School Nurses

Sen. Southerland and Rep. Davis

• Requires that if an LEA does not employ or contract for at least one 
school nurse for every 750 student members of the LEA for the 2024-
2025 school year, or for a subsequent school year, the LEA's director of 
schools must submit a report to the department of education no later 
than June 1 of the respective school year.

• This legislation details the information to be reported including student 
membership, number of individualized health plans, number of 
schools, student to nurse ration, etc.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

910

SB2703
HB2158



Innovative School
District Act

Sen. Taylor and Rep. White

• Creates the "Innovative School District Act authorizing the University of 
Memphis to operate the initial innovative school district

• Authorizes the DOE to approve additional public universities that meet 
certain qualifications to operate an innovative school district including 
providing transfer student enrollment opportunities.

 
• Establishes that an innovative school district may receive and expend 

local, state, federal, and grant funding for schools in its jurisdiction with 
the same authority as other local education agencies.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

XXX

SB2557
HB2678



Legal Topics



Arming Teachers

Sen. Bailey and Rep. Williams

• Authorizes a faculty or staff member of a school to carry a concealed 
handgun on school grounds subject to certain conditions, including 
obtaining an enhanced handgun carry permit and completing annual 
training.

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

801

SB1325
HB1202



Bullying 
As Harassment

Sen. Lowe and Rep. Russell

• Makes bullying and cyberbullying offenses subject to the same 
penalties as harassment. 

• Requires an officer to make a report of bullying and notify a parent or 
guardian when victim is a minor. 

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

797

SB1887
HB2590



Court Costs for Violating
Public Meeting Laws

Sen. Pody and Rep. Lynn

• Allows for the courts to award the petitioners all or part of the 
reasonable costs incurred by the petitioners if the court finds that a 
governing body willfully refused to comply with requirements imposed 
on a meeting of the body. 

• Clarifies that a "meeting" means the convening of a governing body of 
a public body to make a decision or to deliberate toward a decision on 
any matter. However, the term does not include any on-site inspection 
of any project or program

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

XXX

SB1963 
HB2176



Bus Contracts and Insurance with 
LEAs

Sen. Massey and Rep. Howell

• Prohibits local board of education from extending immunity granted to 
governmental employees to independent school bus owners and 
operators or other persons or entities by contract, agreement, or other 
means in performing or providing school-related transportation 
services to a local board of education. 

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

809

SB2188
HB2384



Families Rights & 
Responsibilities Act

Sen. Haile and Rep. Faison

• Enacts the Families’ Rights and Responsibilities Act.

• Allows all parental rights to be exclusively reserved to a parent of a 
child without obstruction by or interference from a government entity 
unless abuse, neglect, or endanger a child occurs. 

• Details violations by a government entity. 

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

XXX

SB2749
HB2936



Age-Appropriate Materials Act

Sen. Hensley and Rep. Lynn

• Rewrites the Age-Appropriate Materials Act of 2022 (49-6-3803)

• Adds a level of appeal to the textbook commission. 

PUBLIC 

CHAPTER

782

SB1060
HB843
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