
Collierville Schools Board Business Meeting
February 14, 2017 6:00 PM

Collierville Town Hall, Board Chambers
146 College Street

Collierville, TN 38017

I. Call to Order J. Mark Hansen, Chairman
II. Roll Call J. Mark Hansen, Chairman
III. Moment of Silence J. Mark Hansen, Chairman
IV. Pledge of Allegiance J. Mark Hansen, Chairman
V. Special Recognitions J. Mark Hansen, Chairman

A. Crosswind Elementary Skit entitled "We LOVE 
Crosswind"

Dr. Andre Crafford, Principal

B. Audit for School Year Ending June 30, 2016 Mark Nicolas, Partner
VI. Public Comments J. Mark Hansen, Chairman
VII. Approval of Agenda J. Mark Hansen, Chairman
VIII. Business Affairs J. Mark Hansen, Chairman

A. Approval of Minutes

1. Minutes of January 10, 2017 Board Business Meeting

B. Approval of Monthly Financial Statements

1. December 2016 Financial Statements

IX. Reports

A. Chairman's Report J. Mark Hansen, Chairman
B. Superintendent's Report John S. Aitken, Superintendent

X. Business Items for Approval

A. Approval of the Mutual Agreement for Termination of 
Shared Services on June 30, 2017

John S. Aitken, Superintendent

XI. Adjournment



 
 
 

Minutes of the Board Business Meeting  
January 10, 2017 @ 6:00 PM 

Collierville Town Hall, Board Chambers 
 

 
 
Mr. Mark Hansen, Chairman 
Mr. Kevin Vaughan, Vice-Chairman 
Ms. Wanda Chism 
Mr. Wright Cox 
Ms. Cathy Messerly 
 
 
I.   CALL TO ORDER   
The Collierville Schools Board Business Meeting was called to order by Vice- Chairman Kevin Vaughan at 
6:30 p.m.  
 
II.  ROLL CALL   
Roll call was taken by Vice Chairman Kevin Vaughan and three of the five board members were present, 
representing a quorum.  Mark Hansen and Cathy Messerly were absent. 
 
III. MOMENT OF SILENCE   
A moment of silence was observed.  
 
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Board Member Kevin Vaughan. 
 
V.  SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 

• Recognition of our Spotlight School “Collierville Middle” 
Mr. Roger Jones, principal of Collierville Middle School introduced numerous honored student groups: 
  
Junior Beta Club was introduced by co-sponsor Ms. Laura McLemore.  The Junior Beta Club is a 
national honors and service organization. The Junior Beta Club students provide weekly tutoring 
before school for their fellow student, volunteer in the community and prepare for competitions at the 
Tennessee State Convention. This year every middle school/junior high school in Tennessee who has 
a Junior Beta Club was at the Tennessee Convention.  There were over 6,200 of Tennessee’s best and 
brightest students!  Students who placed 1st, 2nd or 3rd will be able to go to the national convention in 
June – this year’s location is Disney World. 
The following students were given awards at the Tennessee State Convention: 

o 1st Place Math – Subhash Eedarapalli 
o 2nd Place Book Battle – Julia Howell, Joey Macri, Taryn Miskowiec and Philip Urutia. Last 

year Joey, Taryn, and Philip were part of the Book Battle Team who placed 3rd in the state. 
Taryn and Philip competed at the nationals (located in New Orleans last year) and took 1st in 
the nation. 

o 4th Place Science – Wolf Hoelmer 



 
 

o 4th Place Technology – Nikitha Sam who was a part of last year’s winning club entry along 
with Hannah Andre, Subhash Eedarapalli, Sharon Lee and Sidharth Longanathan put together 
this year’s club entry 

o 5th Place Essay – Elizabeth Flood 
o 5th Place Advertising Design – Camila Aredondo, Nithya Santhosh, Angie Siefring and Chloe 

Skelton 
 

• Tennessee Fire Marshall’s Prevention Poster Contest was introduced by Ms. Jo Powers.  She 
recognized the state winners in the Contest.  Our winners were: 

o 8th grader Julia Timms and  
o 7th grader Sophia Macrum. 

 
• Ms. Marcie Wheeler recognized Scottie Alexander, Jr.  Scottie was recently recognized in an article 

“Making Headline News” by reporter Andre Johnson, who showcases young and upcoming talent 
throughout the country.  He is an excellent athlete and artist.  His self-portrait was entered into the 
Mid-South Scholastic Art Competition and won a Gold Key.  This is one of the highest awards a 
student can receive and his work will automatically receive national recognition.   
 

• The Cross-Country Team was recognized by Tammy Townsend and her husband, David. The Cross-
Country Team has more than 40 athletes every season.  Over the course of the season, our girls have 
placed top 3rd or 4th out of 20 teams which is about 300 runners.  Our boys placed in the top ten out of 
30 teams which is about 450 runners.  For the first time, the girls qualified at the State Team.  The 
team captains were: 

o Arianna Johnson  
o Myles Jessop  

They won 3rd place plaque in the Munford Invitational Meet and 3rd place in the West Tennessee 
Regional Qualifying Meet. 
 

• The soccer team of Collierville Middle School was introduced by Mr. Ryan Carey.  This is the first 
season in having a soccer team at the school.  They have developed two quality teams: “A” team 
comprised of 8th and 7th graders and a “B” team comprised of 6th and 7th graders.  The “A” Team 
finished the season undefeated and scored their components 68 goals to 1.  Collierville Middle started 
an inaugural city cup with Schilling Farms and CMS took that cup home with them. Mr. Carey 
introduced the Collierville City Cup Champions (10-0-1) from Collierville Middle. 
 

• The two 7th grade STEM APEX language art students were recognized by Ms. Angela Elrod.  The 
students are required to research a STEM related current event three times per quarter.  The research 
is presented twice with a speech and once with a research paper written in MLA format. The two 
students recognized were:   

o Abigail Haider: “Israeli-Designed Bacteria That Could Solve the Worlds; Gigantic Plastic 
Problem  

o Joe Pressler: “Milking Chocolate for its Health Benefits” 
 

 
VI.  PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were no public comments. 
 



 
 
 
VII. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Collierville Schools Board of Education approve the agenda 
for the January 10, 2017 Business Meeting, with the exception of adding Item D “Approval of Textbook 
Committee Members” under Business Items for Approval, as presented by the Superintendent. 
 
Wanda Chism made the motion to approve the agenda, with the exception listed above, as presented by the 
Superintendent.  The motion was seconded by Wright Cox and unanimously approved by the board. 
   Wanda Chism  Aye 
   Wright Cox  Aye 
   Mark Hansen  Absent 
   Cathy Messerly  Absent 
   Kevin Vaughan  Aye 
 
 
VIII. BUSINESS AFFAIRS   

• APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 13, 2016 BUSINESS MEETING 
Wright Cox made the motion to approve the minutes for the December 13, 2016 Board Business Meeting as 
presented.  The motion was seconded by Wanda Chism and unanimously approved by the board. 
   Wanda Chism                Aye 
   Wright Cox                 Aye 
   Mark Hansen                Absent 
   Cathy Messerly             Absent 
   Kevin Vaughan              Aye 
  

• APPROVAL OF THE NOVEMBER 2016 MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Wright Cox made the motion to approve the November 2016 Monthly Financial Statements as presented. The 
motion was seconded by Wanda Chism and unanimously approved by the board. 
   Wanda Chism                Aye 
   Wright Cox                 Aye 
   Mark Hansen                Absent 
   Cathy Messerly             Absent 
   Kevin Vaughan              Aye 
 
IX. REPORTS  
Vice-Chairman's Report   

• Vice-Chairman Vaughan commented on paying close attention to the General Assembly, as it dictates 
a lot of what the school board can do.  Please be in touch with your legislators and provide them with 
feedback. 

 
Superintendent's Report  

• Mr. Aitken welcomed everyone and hoped everyone had a Happy New Year!  Mr. Jeff Jones, Chief of 
Staff was on his first snow patrol last Friday.  He performed exceptionally well and Mr. Burton and 
myself are about ready to turn it over to him full-time next event!  Seriously – thanks to the plant 
managers and school personnel for getting our buildings ready for school yesterday. 



 
 

• Parent meetings - I-pad rollout have begun.  In fact, there are three meetings going on tonight.  Thanks 
to Lisa Higgins and her staff for their hard work and thanks to this Board for your investment in 
technology. 

• Our budget meetings for the 2017-18 school year have also begun.  We will be watching the actions 
of the General Assembly very closely, but particularly in the financial area as we move through the 
spring. 

• Mr. Aitken thanked the ones that attended the Legislative Breakfast last week at Houston High School.  
TSBA Day on the Hill will be held on February 20-21 and he looks forward in continuing our 
conversations with our group then. 

• We have also begun meetings with the Rezoning Committee and sub-committee work will be the next 
step in that intense process.  We hope to have recommendations to you for your review in late April 
and early May. 

• Information regarding non-resident application dates and criteria for next school year will be posted 
soon.  Due to increasing enrollment and capacity in our schools, we are looking at only considering 
new applications of children of employees and families with siblings currently enrolled in one of our 
schools. 

• We continue to work through all the issues and meetings regarding the new Collierville High School 
site.  The weather has slowed down activity over the past month, so we appreciated all the good weather 
we had earlier in the construction process.  We anticipate bringing all of you the information regarding 
Phase 3 – Athletic Facilities – in early March.  Thanks to Daniel and Nikki from the Commercial 
Appeal for braving the elements last week for their story. 

• Just a reminder – schools and offices will be closed Monday, January 15th for Dr. Martin Luther King 
holiday. 
 

X.  BUSINESS ITEMS FOR APPROVAL   
 
 A.  Approval of 2016-2017 Tenure List 
Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Collierville Schools Board of Education approve the 2016-
2017 Teacher Tenure List, as presented by the Superintendent. 
 
Wanda Chism made the motion to approve the 2016-2017 Teacher Tenure List, as presented by the 
Superintendent.  The motion was seconded by Wright Cox and unanimously approved by the board. 
 
   Wanda Chism  Aye 
   Wright Cox  Aye 
   Mark Hansen  Absent 
   Cathy Messerly  Absent 
   Kevin Vaughan  Aye 
 
The tenure teacher list that was recommended and approved were: 
   Lauren Brewer   Bailey Station Elementary 
   Brian Mitchell   Bailey Station Elementary 
   Sara Hodge   Central Office 
   Lauren Baker   Collierville Elementary 
   Dana Barchak   Collierville Elementary 
   Elizabeth Green   Collierville Elementary 
   Lauren Balentine  Collierville High School 



 
 
   Lindsay May   Collierville High School 
   Larissa McCoy   Collierville High School 
   Terrance Moore   Collierville High School 
   Kellie Prine   Collierville High School 
   Megan Trahan   Collierville High School 
   Mary Kathryn Turner  Sycamore Elementary 
   Emily Williamson  Sycamore Elementary 
   Tracy James   Tara Oaks Elementary 
   Amy Smith   Tara Oaks Elementary 
 

B.  Approval of Revised 2017 School Board Calendar 
Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Collierville Schools Board of Education approve the revised 
2017 School Board Calendar, as presented by the Superintendent.  The revision was to cancel the January 24, 
2017, February 28, 2017 and March 28, 2017 work sessions.  If a work session is needed for February and 
March, we will combine with the scheduled Business Meetings and start @ 5:00 p.m. at the Board Chambers 
Town Hall. 
 
Wanda Chism made the motion to approve the Revised 2017 School Board Calendar, as presented by the 
Superintendent.  The motion was seconded by Wright Cox and unanimously approved by the board. 
   Wanda Chism  Aye 
   Wright Cox  Aye 
   Mark Hansen  Absent 
   Cathy Messerly  Absent 
   Kevin Vaughan  Aye 
 
 
 C.  Approval of 2017 Legislative Agenda for Collierville Schools 
Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Collierville Schools Board of Education approve the 2017 
Legislative Agenda for Collierville Schools, as presented by the Superintendent. 
 
Wright Cox made the motion to approve the 2017 Legislative Agenda for Collierville Schools, as presented by 
the Superintendent.  The motion was seconded by Wanda Chism and unanimously approved by the board. 

 Wanda Chism  Aye 
   Wright Cox  Aye 
   Mark Hansen  Absent 
   Cathy Messerly  Absent 
   Kevin Vaughan  Aye 
 
The Legislative Priorities that were recommended and approved were: 

• The Collierville Schools Board of Education supports further reductions in K-12 testing. 
• The Collierville Schools Board of Education opposes any new legislation supporting a voucher 

program. 
• The Collierville Schools Board of Education supports legislation that will increase State Funding for 

all LEA’s in Tennessee. 
• The Collierville Schools Board of Education opposes any legislation, rule or regulation that would 

require the implementation of unfunded mandates. 



 
 

• The Collierville Schools Board of Education supports legislation repealing Public Chapter 680, which 
is the legislation requiring that each school and each LEA be assigned a letter grade. 

• The Collierville Schools Board of Education supports the repeal of Public Chapter 669, which 
mandates an increase in the amount of time devoted to unstructured physical activity. 

• The Collierville Schools Board of Education opposes legislation permitting the election of Directors 
of Schools (Superintendents). 
 
D.  Approval of 2016-2017 Textbook Committee for Agriculture, STEM, Health Science, 
Transportation and Architecture 

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Collierville Schools Board of Education approve the 2016-
2017 Textbook Committee for Agriculture, STEM, Health Science, Transportation and Architecture, as 
presented by the Superintendent. 
 
Wright Cox made the motion to approve the 2017 Textbook Committee for Agriculture, STEM, Health 
Science, Transportation and Architecture, as presented by the Superintendent.  The motion was seconded by 
Wanda Chism and unanimously approved by the board. 

Wanda Chism  Aye 
   Wright Cox  Aye 
   Mark Hansen  Absent 
   Cathy Messerly  Absent 
   Kevin Vaughan  Aye 
 
The Textbook Committee for Agriculture, STEM, Health Science, Transportation and Architecture that was 
recommended and approved were: 

• Philip Kirby, Lesley Coleman, Meagan Spangler, Erik Shoemake, Jordan Sawyers, Rich Ludwig, 
Mimi Salazar and John Aitken. 

 
 
XI. ADJOURNMENT   
With no further comments or objections, the meeting was adjourned at 7:01 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
   
________________________________        _______________________________________ 
Chairman       Superintendent 
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