
Collierville Schools Board Business Meeting
January 10, 2017 6:00 PM

Collierville Town Hall, Board Chambers
146 College Street

Collierville, TN 38017

I. Call to Order J. Mark Hansen, Chairman
II. Roll Call J. Mark Hansen, Chairman
III. Moment of Silence J. Mark Hansen, Chairman
IV. Pledge of Allegiance J. Mark Hansen, Chairman
V. Special Recognitions John S. Aitken, Superintendent

A. Collierville Middle Mr. Roger Jones, Principal
VI. Public Comments J. Mark Hansen, Chairman
VII. Approval of Agenda J. Mark Hansen, Chairman
VIII. Business Affairs J. Mark Hansen, Chairman

A. Approval of Minutes

1. Minutes of December 13, 2016 Board Business 
Meeting

B. Approval of Monthly Financial Statements J. Mark Hansen, Chairman
1. November 2016 Financial Statements

IX. Reports

A. Chairman's Report J. Mark Hansen, Chairman
B. Superintendent's Report John S. Aitken, Superintendent

X. Business Items for Approval

A. Approval of 2016-17 Teacher Tenure List John S. Aitken, Superintendent
B. Approval of Board Meeting 2017 Calendar Changes John S. Aitken, Superintendent
C. Approval of 2017 Legislative Agenda for Collierville 
Schools

John S. Aitken, Superintendent

XI. Adjournment



 
 
 

Minutes of the Board Business Meeting  
December 13, 2016 @ 6:00 PM 

Collierville Town Hall, Board Chambers 
 

 
Mr. Mark Hansen, Chairman 
Mr. Kevin Vaughan, Vice-Chairman 
Ms. Wanda Chism 
Mr. Wright Cox 
Ms. Cathy Messerly 
 
 
I.   CALL TO ORDER   
The Collierville Schools Board Business Meeting was called to order by Board Chairman Mark 
Hansen at 6:00 p.m.  
 
II.  ROLL CALL   
Roll call was taken by Board Chairman Mark Hansen and all five board members were present, 
representing a quorum.    
 
III. MOMENT OF SILENCE   
A moment of silence was observed.  
 
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Board Member Wright Cox.  
 
V.  SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 

• Recognition of our Spotlight School “Tara Oaks Elementary” 
Ms. Marie Millikin, Music Instructor of Tara Oaks Elementary introduced the Tiger Tones 
Chorus.”  They performed Frosty the Snowman, Sleigh Bells and Santa is on His Way.  The 
Chorus is a 120-member group.  They have performed for the Mom’s Program, sung the 
National Anthem at a Grizzlies game and performed a wonderful Christmas Program.  They 
kept the audience well entertained and got everyone in a Christmas spirit.  They did an 
outstanding job. 

• Recognition of Ms. Risa Elder, 3rd Grade Teacher at Tara Oaks Elementary 
Dr. Ed Ducey, Curriculum Supervisor, recognized Ms. Risa Elder, a third-grade teacher at 
Tara Oaks Elementary School was selected by the Tennessee Science Teachers Association 
(TSTA) as “Science Educator of the Year” for grades K-4.  In addition to teaching science 
and social studies, Elder co-sponsors the schools’ STEM club and robotics team.  She was 
honored at the TSTA conference awards luncheon in Murfreesboro.  In addition to a 
complimentary conference attendance, she received a personalized plaque and a $100 cash 
prize.  
 



 
 

• Recognition of Ms. Lauren Baker, Counselor at Collierville Elementary 
Dr. Nancy Kelley, School Counseling and Intervention Supervisor, recognized Ms. Lauren 
Baker, a Professional School Counselor at Collierville Elementary School was selected by the 
Tennessee School Counselor Association (TSCA) as “School Counselor of the Year” for the 
elementary division.  Ms. Baker serves K, 2 and 4 at Collierville Elementary was honored at 
the Annual Conference of the Tennessee Counseling Association in Murfreesboro.  She also 
serves as president of TSCA.  
 

VI.  PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were no public comments. 
 
VII. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Collierville Schools Board of Education approve the 
agenda for the December 13, 2016 Business Meeting, as presented by the Superintendent. 
 
Wanda Chism made the motion to approve the agenda, as presented by the Superintendent.  The 
motion was seconded by Cathy Messerly and unanimously approved by the board. 
    Wanda Chism   Aye 
    Wright Cox   Aye 
    Mark Hansen   Aye 
    Cathy Messerly  Aye 
    Kevin Vaughan  Aye 
 
VIII. BUSINESS AFFAIRS 

• APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 8, 2016 BUSINESS 
MEETING 

Wanda Cox made the motion to approve the minutes for the November 8, 2016 Board Business 
Meeting as presented.  The motion was seconded by Cathy Messerly and unanimously approved by 
the board. 

Wanda Chism                Aye 
    Wright Cox                  Aye 
    Mark Hansen                Aye 
    Cathy Messerly             Aye 
    Kevin Vaughan              Aye 
  

• APPROVAL OF THE OCTOBER 2016 MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Kevin Vaughan made the motion to approve the October 2016 Monthly Financial Statements as 
presented. The motion was seconded by Cathy Messerly and unanimously approved by the board. 
    Wanda Chism                Aye 
    Wright Cox                  Aye 
    Mark Hansen                Aye 
    Cathy Messerly             Aye 
    Kevin Vaughan              Aye 



 
 
 
IX. REPORTS  
 
Chairman's Report   

• Chairman Hansen reported there is lots going on in the schools, he is trying to attend as 
many programs and open houses as possible.   

• It’s very enjoyable to interact with the parents, students and staff. 
• The Legislative Breakfast will be held on January 4th at the Houston High School from  

8:00 – 9:00. 
 

Superintendent's Report  
• Mr. Aitken updated the Board on this morning’s release of TN Ready results and the State 

Report Card.  He is proud of our achievement.  
• 2016 Statistics for Collierville High is: 24.6 composite ACT score for the district, 

Graduation rate of 92.4%; Top 10 performance rating in the state for English and Math. 
• There will be challenges around the future format of the report card.  
• At the state level, there will be lots of discussion on charters, vouchers, etc. 
• Collierville Schools was selected as the Top Education Workplace in the Mid-South by The 

Commercial Appeal. 
• Longevity bonuses and career ladder supplements will be paid to employees on December 

15th. 
• Congratulations to the re-elected board members who were sworn in last week. 
• In January, we will start rezoning meetings. 
• iPads will be issued in January. 
• He appreciates all the hard work and wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New 

Year. 
   
 

X. BUSINESS ITEMS FOR APPROVAL 
 

A. Election of Officers for the 2017 Board 
Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Collierville Schools Board of Education elect the 
Officers of the Collierville School Board for the 2017 Calendar year. 

• Election of the Board Chairman 
Kevin Vaughan made the nomination for Mark Hansen as Chairman of the Collierville School Board. 
No other nominations were made.  Wright Cox made the motion to close the floor for nomination and 
the motion was seconded by Wanda Chism and approved unanimously by the board. The ayes have 
the motion and nominations were closed.  The nomination was won by a voice of acclamation. 
 

• Election of the Board Vice-Chairman 
Wright Cox made the nomination for Kevin Vaughan as Vice-Chairman of the Collierville School 
Board. No other nominations were made.  Cathy Messerly made the motion to close the floor for 
nomination and the motion was seconded by Mark Hansen and approved unanimously by the board. 



 
 
The ayes have the motion and nominations were closed.  The nomination was won by a voice of 
acclamation. 
     

• Election of the Tennessee Legislative Network Representative 
Wanda Chism made the nomination for Cathy Messerly as the Tennessee Legislative Network 
Representative of the Collierville School Board. Kevin Vaughn made the motion to close the floor 
for nomination and the motion was seconded by Wright Cox and approved unanimously by the board.  
The ayes have the motion and nominations were closed.  The nomination was won by a vote of 
acclamation.  
 

B. Approval of the Pro-Rated Device Fee of $25.00 at the Middle School 
Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Collierville Schools Board of Education approve the 
Pro-Rated Device Fee of $25.00 at the Middle School, as presented by the Superintendent. 
 
Kevin Vaughan made the motion to approve the Pro-Rated Device Fee of $25.00 at the Middle 
School, as presented by the Superintendent. The motion was seconded by Wright Cox and 
unanimously approved by the board. 
    Wanda Chism                Aye 
    Wright Cox                  Aye 
    Mark Hansen                Aye 
    Cathy Messerly             Aye 
    Kevin Vaughan              Aye    
 
 
XII. ADJOURNMENT   
With no further comments or objections, the meeting was adjourned at 6:52 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________      _______________________________________ 
Chairman       Superintendent 



























































































































































































 

Collierville Schools offers educational and employment opportunities without regard to race, color, creed, 
national origin, religion, sex, age or disability and adheres to the provisions of the Family Rights and Privacy 
Act (FERPA) 
  01.10.17 

 
 

TEACHER TENURE LIST  
2016-2017 

 
 
 
Lauren Brewer    Bailey Station Elementary 
Brian Mitchell    Bailey Station Elementary 
 
Sara Hodge     Central Office (CTT) 
 
Lauren Baker    Collierville Elementary 
Dana Barchak    Collierville Elementary 
Elizabeth Green    Collierville Elementary 
 
Lauren Balentine    Collierville High School 
Lindsay May    Collierville High School 
Larissa McCoy    Collierville High School 
Terrance Moore    Collierville High School 
Kellie Prine     Collierville High School 
Megan Trahan    Collierville High School 
 
Mary Kathryn Turner   Sycamore Elementary 
Emily Williamson    Sycamore Elementary 
 
Tracy James     Tara Oaks Elementary 
Amy Smith     Tara Oaks Elementary 



 
COLLIERVILLE SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
MEETING SCHEDULE 

JANUARY 2017 – DECEMBER 2017 
 
 

** IF A WORK SESSION IS NEEDED, WE WILL COMBINE WITH THE SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
MEETING AND START @ 5:00 PM AT THE BOARD CHAMBERS TOWN HALL. 
 
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, BUSINESS MEETINGS WILL BE HELD THE SECOND TUESDAY OF 
THE MONTH AT 6:00 P.M. AT THE BOARD CHAMBERS TOWN HALL, 500 POPLAR VIEW 
PARKWAY, COLLIERVILLE, TN.  WORK SESSIONS WILL BE HELD THE FOURTH TUESDAY OF 
THE MONTH AT 6:00 P.M. AT THE BOARD CHAMBERS TOWN HALL, 500 POPLAR VIEW 
PARKWAY, COLLIERVILLE, TN.  IF CONFLICTS ARISE THAT WOULD RESULT IN CHANGES IN 
MEETING DATES, NOTIFICATION WILL BE GIVEN TO THE LOCAL MEDIA AND CHANGES WILL 
BE POSTED ON OUR WEBSITE. 
                        

Approved 
10.18.16 

 
 

Collierville Schools offers educational and employment opportunities without regard to race, color, creed, national origin, religion, sex, age or 
disability and adheres to the provisions of the Family Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). 

 

JANUARY 2017 
 
10 Business Meeting 
24 Work Session (Cancelled) 
 
FEBRUARY 2017 
 
14 Business Meeting ** 
28 Work Session(Cancelled) 
 
MARCH 2017 
 
21 Business Meeting ** 
28 Work Session(Cancelled) 
  
APRIL 2017 
 
11 Business Meeting 
25 Work Session 
 
MAY 2017      
 
09 Business Meeting 
23 Work Session 
 
JUNE 2017      
 
13 Business Meeting 
27 Work Session 
 

JULY 2017 
 

 11 Business Meeting 
 25 Work Session 

 
AUGUST 2017 
 

   8 Business Meeting 
 22 Work Session 
 

SEPTEMBER 2017    
 
12 Business Meeting 
26 Work Session 
 
OCTOBER 2017 
 
17 Business Meeting 
24 Work Session 

 
NOVEMBER 2017 
 
14 Business Meeting 
28 Work Session 
 
DECEMBER 2017 
 
 12 Business Meeting 
  Work Session (Cancelled) 
 



 

Collierville Schools offers educational and employment opportunities without regard to race, color, creed, 
national origin, religion, sex, age or disability and adheres to the provisions of the Family Rights and Privacy 
Act (FERPA) 

Collierville Schools Board of Education 
2017 Legislative Priorities 

 
 

A. The Collierville Schools Board of Education supports further reductions in 
K-12 testing.                            

 
B. The Collierville Schools Board of Education opposes any new legislation 

supporting a voucher program. 
 

C. The Collierville Schools Board of Education supports legislation that will 
increase State funding for all LEAs in Tennessee. 

 
D. The Collierville Schools Board of Education opposes any legislation, rule, 

or regulation that would require the implementation of unfunded mandates. 
 

E. The Collierville Schools Board of Education supports legislation repealing 
Public Chapter 680, which is the legislation requiring that each school and 
each LEA be assigned a letter grade. 

 
F. The Collierville Schools Board of Education supports the repeal of Public 

Chapter 669, which mandates an increase in the amount of time devoted to 
unstructured physical activity. 

 
G. The Collierville Schools Board of Education opposes legislation 

permitting the election of Directors of Schools (Superintendents). 
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