
Putnam County Board Meeting
January 8, 2026 5:00 PM
1400 E Spring St.
Cookeville, TN 38506

I. Meeting Called to Order
II. Approval of Agenda
III. Announcements

A. School Board Appreciation Week is from January 25-31 in Tennessee.
B. The next board work session will take place on January 31st from 8:30 a.m. to 

3:30 p.m.
C. Director's Personnel Report

IV. Approval of Minutes
A. Minutes of the Regular December Board Meeting - December 4, 2025, @ 5:00 

PM
V. Public Comment
VI. Student Advisory Committee - Monterey High School
VII. Approval of Consent Agenda

A. Payments/Purchases
1. Purchase of (45) ASUS Chromebooks CZ1104CM2A-YZ84 MEDIATEK 

KOMPANIO 11.6 8/64 GB from Danmark Technologies in the amount of 
$14,149.80  to be paid from account number 142-71100-722-101 for the 
following school(s): 

• Cane Creek Elementary School (15) ASUS Chromebooks 
$4,716.60

• Parkview Elementary School (6) ASUS Chromebooks $1,886.64
• Burks Elementary School (24) ASUS Chromebooks 

2. Approval to pay the $5,000.00 option to the City of Cookeville for the 
92.54 acres of land off of Highway 111 known as the Trinity Property. 
Note: the option is $5,000.00 per year for 5 years; this payment is year 4 of 
5. The purchase price of the property for Putnam County, if executed, 
would be $2,783,418.00 plus accrued interest.

3. Approval to pay Stone Services Corporation in the amount of $570.00 for 
pay application #10 related to the Sycamore Elementary School HVAC 
Upgrades project to be paid from the Putnam County Capital Projects 
Fund.

4. Approval to pay Stone Service Corporation in the amount of $51,560.19 
for pay application #3 related to the Baxter Primary School HVAC 
Upgrades project to be paid from 141-76100-599-02528.

5. Approval to pay Lakeland Electric in the amount of $578,835.00 and First 
National Bank of Tennessee (retainage) in the amount of $30,465.00 for 
pay application #1 related to the Cookeville High School Auditorium 
Lighting project to be paid from the Putnam County Bond Issue.

B. Bids/Quotes/Sealed Bids/RFPs



1. Approval to accept the low bid for the CHS Softball facility from Larseneer 
to be paid with bond funds with deducts as recommended at the price of 
$417,397.00 with permission to negotiate deduct #9 for possible further 
cost reduction.

C. Budget Amendments/Line Item Transfers
1. Finance - To budget for incentive payment from TISA Outcome funding.
2. Finance - Mid-year reallocate of budget based in estimated year-to-date 

expenditures
3. CTE - To establish budget for ISM State of Tennessee CTE grant
4. Human Resources - To budget for Employee Picnic grant received from 

Utrust
5. SPED - To reallocate funds to purchase Teaching Strategies On Cloud 

online program for SE Pre-K classrooms
D. Approval of Out-of-County and Overnight Trip Reports
E. Approval of Grant Report
F. Other

1. Approval of the attached research request for Bridget Pugh, a doctoral 
student at Tennessee Technological University. This study investigates 
how resource availability, mentorship, and instructional supports influence 
recent declines in student participation in STEM competitions. Drawing on 
practitioner observations that students often require sustained supervision 
and scaffolding to complete independent research, the project will develop 
and evaluate an accessible, six-module online course designed to scaffold 
student research practices and reduce barriers to completing independent 
STEM projects.  

2. Approval of the Mutual Support Understanding for Counseling Services — 
Yearly Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for mutual temporary 
counseling support between Putnam County School District (PCSS) and 
Overton County School District (OCSD). 

3. Approval to distribute funds received in the FY26 TISA Outcome payment 
as a $750 incentive payment to all Full Time employees and $375 to all 
Half Time employees who are actively employed as of January 5, 2026.

4. Approval of the surety bond for Corby King in the amount of $100,000.00 
for the term beginning January 22, 2026 and ending January 22, 2027.

5. Approval to enter into an agreement with Cookeville Heating & Cooling, 
Cookeville, Tennessee for the replacement of the malfunctioning back flow 
preventers at Northeast Elementary School in the amount of $13,015.00 to 
be paid for from 141-72620-399.

6. Approval of Change Order #1 to the Lakeland Electric CHS Auditorium 
Lighting project contract as a reduction in the amount of $63,300.00 for 
unused contingencies. 

7. Approval of a Contract between Putnam County Schools and Maria 
Nicolas Gasper from January 2026 to January 2027 to provide translation 
services to students enrolled in Putnam County Schools at $25 per hour to 
be paid from account 141-71100-399-02103.



8. Approval of a temporary construction and access easement to the Town of 
Monterey to construct a sidewalk alongside Crossville Street, per the 
attachment.

VIII. Policy
A. Addition of Policy 1.1021, Student Board Member, on first and final reading. 
B. Consider a new recommendation by TSBA of Policy 6.309, Zero Tolerance 

Offenses, on the first and final reading. 
C. Consider the update to Policy 6.402, Physical Examinations and 

Immunizations, on first and final reading.
IX. School Spotlight - Cane Creek Music Ensembles 
X. Discussion/Presentation

A. PEP Foundation Update
B. Building Projects

1. Update from Energy Systems Group regarding the Putnam County School 
System Early Learning Academy
a. Energy Systems Group - Putnam County School System Early 

Learning Academy Renovation Project Action Items
1. Approval to pay Energy Systems Group in the amount of 

$354,086.15 and First National Bank of Tennessee (retainage) in 
the amount of $18,636.11 for pay application #13 related to the 
Parkview Elementary School renovation project to be paid from 
the Putnam County Bond Issue.

2. Cookeville High School Independence House Update
XI. Adjournment



EXHIBIT 

I 
leersonnel Report For December 2025 

NEWHIRES 

FIRST 

LAST NAME NAME LOCATION ASSIGNMENT EFFECTIVE DA TE FUNDED HOURS REPLACING 

Covey Macey Transportation Bus Attendant 12/8/25 141-E-72710-189-000-00000-000 5 Luis Rodriquez 

REHIRES 

LAST NAME FIRST NAME LOCATION ASSIGNMENT EFFECTIVE DATE FUNDED HOURS REPLACING 

Brooks Sam Central Office Adjunct Facultv for Personal Finance 1 1  /3/25 141-E-71100-116-000-00000-000 1 n/a 

Jones Brenda School Nutrition On Call School Nutrition Sub 12/10/25 143-E-73100-165-000-00037-000 4 n/a 

TRANSFERS 

FIRST 

LAST NAME NAME FROM POSITION TO POSITION HOURS EFFECTIVE DATE FUNDING CODE REPLACING 

Allen Amanda SPED Tracs Teacher@ UMS SPED Resource Teacher@. UMS 7.50 12/1/25 141-E-71200-116-000-00000-110 Stephanie Johnson 

Johnson Stephanie SPED Resource Teacher@ UMS SPED Tracs Teacher@ UMS 7.50 12/1/25 141-E-71200-116-000-00000-110 Amanda Allen 

Dav Bonny Sub PT ESL Teacher 3.30 12/1/25 141-E-71100-116-000-00000-110 qrowth position 

Garland Abigail SAC Activity Instructor SAC Site Director@. BPS 5.80 11/21/25 146-E-73300-189-000-01800-000 Mark Crump 

Barnes Jessica Sub SPED CDC Assistant@ PVS 7.00 12/1/25 142-E-71200-163-906-00000-060 Meqan Dicesare 

Guinn Dana SPED PreK Assistant@ PVS SPED PreK Assistant@ BPS 7.00 12/8/25 141-E-71200-163-000-00000-017 Jessica Tidwell 

Huddleston Molly SAC Activity Instructor School Counselor@. UHS 7.50 12/8/25 141-E-72130-123-000-00000-015 Lindsey Vanwinkle 

Trahan Barbara FT Bus Attendant FT Bus Driver 6.00 12/1/25 141-E-72710-146-000-00000-000 Gisselle Acevedo 

Mullins Jaden Sub RTI Assistant@. AMS 7.00 12/4/25 142-E-71100-163-101-00000-008 Reilly Charbonnet 

Rothman Kayla Sub SAC Activity Instructor@ PVS 5.80 11/25/25 146-E-73300-189-000-01800-000 King Phillips 

Clements Erika RTI Teacher@ PSMS Assistant Principal @ PSMS 7.50 12/8/25 141-E-72410-139-000-00000-100 Stefanie Thrasher 

Adams Kathleen FT Sub for School Nutrition Bus Attendant 6_00 12/8/25 141-E-7271 0-189-000-01605-000 Wanda Thomas 

RESIGNATION 

FIRST 

LAST NAME NAME LOCATION ASSIGNMENT EFFECTIVE DATE 
Lawson Michael Transportation Bus Driver 11/24/25 

Tidwell Jessica BPS SPED PreK Assistant 12/5/25 

IIC























































































































































































Version Date: January 6, 2026 

Putnam County Board of Education
Monitoring: 

Review: Annually, in 
July 

Descriptor Term: 

Student Board Member 
Descriptor Code: 

1.1021 
Issued Date: 

Rescinds: Issued: 

General 1 

The Board authorizes the participation of a student representative to the Board.1 If the Board chooses 2 
to appoint a student board member, the student board member shall serve in an advisory, nonvoting 3 
role. The student board member’s term shall begin the first Thursday of a new school year and the end 4 
of the first Thursday of May and they shall serve without compensation. 5 

ATTENDANCE AT BOARD MEETINGS 6 

The student board member is expected to attend board meetings. Students will fully contribute their 7 
unique perspective and opinions. 8 

Student board members shall not participate in the following: 9 

1. Student discipline hearing appeals;10 
11 

2. Teacher disciplinary matters;12 
13 

3. Meetings with legal counsel; or14 
15 

4. Confidential school safety plan meetings.16 
17 

Legal References 

1. Public Acts of 2025, Chapter No. 359

VIIIA

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/114/pub/pc0359.pdf


VIIIB





Version Date: January 5, 2026 

Putnam County Board of Education
Descriptor Term: 

Physical Examinations and 
Immunizations 

Descriptor Code: 
6.402 

Issued Date: 
12/02/21 

Rescinds: 
6.402 

Issued: 
10/04/07 

PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS11 

The principal shall ensure that there is a complete physical examination of each student prior to: 2 

1. Entering school for the first time; and3 
2. Participating as a member of any athletic team in any other strenuous physical activity4 

program.5 

Prior to participation in interscholastic athletics, every student must complete an annual physical 6 
examination.2 the parents/guardians of each student shall be responsible for covering the cost of the 7 
examination, and these records shall be on file in the principal’s office. 8 

Cost of the examination shall be covered by the parent(s)/guardian(s) of the student. These records 9 
shall be on file in the principal's office. 10 

Screening tests as required by the Tennessee Department of Education and the Department of Health 11 
will be conducted. Parents/Guardians will receive verbal and/or written notice of any screening result 12 
that indicates a condition that might interfere or tend to interfere with a student’s progress. 13 

Screening tests as recommended by the Tennessee Department of Education and the Department of 14 
Health will be conducted. Parent(s)/guardian(s) will receive written notice of any screening result that 15 
indicates a condition that might interfere with the student's progress. Parent(s)/guardian(s) may excuse 16 
their student from participating in health screenings that are part of a coordinated school health 17 
program by submitting a request in writing to the school nurse, instructor, school counselor, or 18 
principal. 19 

In general, the school district will not conduct physical examinations of a student without parental 20 
consent to do so or by court order, unless the health or safety of the student or others is in question.321 

IMMUNIZATIONS 22 

No students entering school, including those entering kindergarten or first grade, those from out-of-23 
state and those from nonpublic schools, will be permitted to enroll (or attend) without proof of 24 
immunization, as determined by the Commissioner of Public Health.  It is the responsibility of the 25 
parents or guardians to have their children immunized and to provide such proof to the principal of the 26 
school which the student is to attend5 prior to enrollment. 27 

VIIIC



Physical Examinations and Immunizations 6.402 

Page 2 of 3 

Students will not be permitted to attend school without proof of immunization as determined by the 1 
Commissioner of Health unless circumstances outlined in state or federal law prevent a student from 2 
producing such records. It is the responsibility of the parent(s)/guardian(s) to have their children 3 
immunized and to provide such proof to the principal of the school which the student is to attend. 4 

Proof of immunization shall be established by a certificate of immunization listing all immunizations 5 
which a child has received. Such certificates shall be signed by a physician or health care provider 6 
administering the immunizations.47 

Exceptions, in the absence of an epidemic or immediate threat thereof, will be granted to any child 8 
whose parent or guardian shall file with school authorities a signed, written statement that such 9 
measures conflict with his/her religious tenets and practices affirmed under the penalties of perjury.610 
Proof of exceptions will be filed in the same manner as other immunization records. 11 

12 
Exceptions will be granted to any student whose parent/guardian files with school authorities a signed, 13 
written statement that such measures conflict with one of the following: 14 

• His/her religious tenets and practices if in the absence of an epidemic or immediate threat of an15 
epidemic; or16 

• Due to medical reasons if the student has a written statement from his/her doctor excusing17 
him/her from the immunization.18 

Exceptions will be granted to any child, if the child has not been immunized due to medical reasons, if 19 
the child has a written statement from the child’s doctor excusing the child from the immunization.420 
Proof of exceptions will be filed in the same manner as other immunization records. 21 

No child or youth determined to be homeless shall be denied admission to any school or school facility 22 
if the child or youth has not yet been immunized or is unable to produce immunization records due to 23 
being homeless. The enrolling school shall comply with any and all federal laws pertaining to the 24 
educational rights of homeless children and youth, including the McKinney-Vento Homeless 25 
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.).7 26 

A list of transfer students shall be kept at each school throughout the school year in order that their 27 
records can be monitored by the Department of Health and Environment. 28 

The Director of Schools shall ensure that appropriate immunization records are maintained for each 29 
student. 30 



Physical Examinations and Immunizations 6.402 

Page 3 of 3 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Legal References Cross References 

1. 20 USCA § 1232h(c)
2. TRR/MS 0520-01-13-.01(1)(a)
3. Tennessee School Health Screening Guidelines,

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/csh/csh_school_heal
th_screening_guidelines.pdf; 20 USCA § 1232h(c)(2)(C)

4. TCA 49-6-5001(c)(2)
5. TCA 49-6-5001(b)(1)
6. TCA 49-6-5001(b)(2)
7. TCA 49-6-5001(c)(3)

Interscholastic Athletics 4.301 

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/csh/csh_school_health_screening_guidelines.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/csh/csh_school_health_screening_guidelines.pdf





















	Agenda
	I. Meeting Called to Order
	II. Approval of Agenda
	III. Announcements
	A. School Board Appreciation Week is from January 25-31 in Tennessee.
	B. The next board work session will take place on January 31st from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
	C. Director's Personnel Report
	IIC Director's Personnel Report


	IV. Approval of Minutes
	A. Minutes of the Regular December Board Meeting - December 4, 2025, @ 5:00 PM
	120425 Minutes


	V. Public Comment
	VI. Student Advisory Committee - Monterey High School
	VII. Approval of Consent Agenda
	A. Payments/Purchases
	2. Approval to pay the $5,000.00 option to the City of Cookeville for the 92.54 acres of land off of Highway 111 known as the Trinity Property. Note: the option is $5,000.00 per year for 5 years; this payment is year 4 of 5. The purchase price of the property for Putnam County, if executed, would be $2,783,418.00 plus accrued interest.
	VIIA2 111 Land

	3. Approval to pay Stone Services Corporation in the amount of $570.00 for pay application #10 related to the Sycamore Elementary School HVAC Upgrades project to be paid from the Putnam County Capital Projects Fund.
	VIIA3 SSC Sycamore HVAC

	4. Approval to pay Stone Service Corporation in the amount of $51,560.19 for pay application #3 related to the Baxter Primary School HVAC Upgrades project to be paid from 141-76100-599-02528.
	VIIA4 SSC Baxter Primary HVAC

	5. Approval to pay Lakeland Electric in the amount of $578,835.00 and First National Bank of Tennessee (retainage) in the amount of $30,465.00 for pay application #1 related to the Cookeville High School Auditorium Lighting project to be paid from the Putnam County Bond Issue.
	VIIA5 Lakeland CHS Auditorium 1


	B. Bids/Quotes/Sealed Bids/RFPs
	1. Approval to accept the low bid for the CHS Softball facility from Larseneer to be paid with bond funds with deducts as recommended at the price of $417,397.00 with permission to negotiate deduct #9 for possible further cost reduction.
	VIIB1 Softball CHS


	C. Budget Amendments/Line Item Transfers
	1. Finance - To budget for incentive payment from TISA Outcome funding.
	VIIC1 Finance TISA

	2. Finance - Mid-year reallocate of budget based in estimated year-to-date expenditures
	VIIC2 Finance Mid-Year

	3. CTE - To establish budget for ISM State of Tennessee CTE grant
	VIIC3 CTE

	4. Human Resources - To budget for Employee Picnic grant received from Utrust
	VIIC4 HR Picnic

	5. SPED - To reallocate funds to purchase Teaching Strategies On Cloud online program for SE Pre-K classrooms
	VIIC5 SPED On Cloud


	D. Approval of Out-of-County and Overnight Trip Reports
	VIID Trips

	E. Approval of Grant Report
	VIIE Grant Report

	F. Other
	1. Approval of the attached research request for Bridget Pugh, a doctoral student at Tennessee Technological University. This study investigates how resource availability, mentorship, and instructional supports influence recent declines in student participation in STEM competitions. Drawing on practitioner observations that students often require sustained supervision and scaffolding to complete independent research, the project will develop and evaluate an accessible, six-module online course designed to scaffold student research practices and reduce barriers to completing independent STEM projects.
	VIIF1 STEM

	2. Approval of the Mutual Support Understanding for Counseling Services — Yearly Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for mutual temporary counseling support between Putnam County School District (PCSS) and Overton County School District (OCSD).
	VIIF2 MOU PCSS and OCSD

	3. Approval to distribute funds received in the FY26 TISA Outcome payment as a $750 incentive payment to all Full Time employees and $375 to all Half Time employees who are actively employed as of January 5, 2026.
	VIIF3 FY26 TISA

	4. Approval of the surety bond for Corby King in the amount of $100,000.00 for the term beginning January 22, 2026 and ending January 22, 2027.
	VIIF4 Corby King Surety Bond

	5. Approval to enter into an agreement with Cookeville Heating & Cooling, Cookeville, Tennessee for the replacement of the malfunctioning back flow preventers at Northeast Elementary School in the amount of $13,015.00 to be paid for from 141-72620-399.
	VIIF5 CH&C Northeast

	6. Approval of Change Order #1 to the Lakeland Electric CHS Auditorium Lighting project contract as a reduction in the amount of $63,300.00 for unused contingencies.
	VIIF6 Change Order 1

	7. Approval of a Contract between Putnam County Schools and Maria Nicolas Gasper from January 2026 to January 2027 to provide translation services to students enrolled in Putnam County Schools at $25 per hour to be paid from account 141-71100-399-02103.
	VIIF7 Translation

	8. Approval of a temporary construction and access easement to the Town of Monterey to construct a sidewalk alongside Crossville Street, per the attachment.
	VIIF8 Easement



	VIII. Policy
	A. Addition of Policy 1.1021, Student Board Member, on first and final reading.
	VIIIA 11021  Policy (1)

	B. Consider a new recommendation by TSBA of Policy 6.309, Zero Tolerance Offenses, on the first and final reading.
	VIIIB 6.309

	C. Consider the update to Policy 6.402, Physical Examinations and Immunizations, on first and final reading.
	6402 (1) Update


	IX. School Spotlight - Cane Creek Music Ensembles
	X. Discussion/Presentation
	A. PEP Foundation Update
	B. Building Projects
	1. Update from Energy Systems Group regarding the Putnam County School System Early Learning Academy
	a. Energy Systems Group - Putnam County School System Early Learning Academy Renovation Project Action Items
	1. Approval to pay Energy Systems Group in the amount of $354,086.15 and First National Bank of Tennessee (retainage) in the amount of $18,636.11 for pay application #13 related to the Parkview Elementary School renovation project to be paid from the Putnam County Bond Issue.
	XB1a1 ESG Pay App 13



	2. Cookeville High School Independence House Update
	IMG_1509
	IMG_1446
	IMG_1449
	IMG_1501
	IMG_1481



	XI. Adjournment
	VIIA1 Chromebooks

